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CRx ,  Panama,  Cu»a,  Hatanna,  and  moft  of  the  Spanifli 
PoneiGont  oa  the  Coafts  of  the  Weil  Indies,  and  alfo  ail  along, 
the  Goads  of  the  South  Sea;  with  the  Manner  in  which  they 
baY«  been  in^vaded,  attempted,  or  taken  by  thefe  Adventurers. 
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P   R    E    F   A    C    E- 

/T  w9uU  be  Juperftuous  to  fay  mud  By  way  of 
Pre£ice  to  the  JoUowing  work,  Jince  it  has  fonit 
yiars  ago  been  expofed  to  public  view  with  a  ge^ 
neral  apf>laufe,  and  cannot  but  bt  particularly  ac* 
ttptable  at  this  time,  becau/e  tie  fcenes  cf  all  the 
daring  advef^ures  and  wondrous  actions  performed 
ikg(unft  the  Spaniards,  and  therein  defcribed^  are  the 
plates  where  the  £Dg]i(b  courage  and  bravery  are  now 
prepared  to  exert  themfelves  agtdnfi  the  enemy  that 
has  Jo  long  cppreffedour  nation  z  but  as  there  is  here 
drawn  together  ail  that  ever  has  been  writ  in  any 
hngttage  upon  the  /ubJeH  of  Bucanicring,  and  that 
in  a  fitcceffive  order  cf  time,  it  will  be  necejfary  tOr 
enumerate  the  particulars  thereof,  for  the  better  in* 
formation  emd  faiisfaJEiion  of' the  readfr. 

In  the  Firft  Part  then  we  have  all  the  expeditions 
ond exploits  of  theBxxcsxLvets  ^Jamaica  on^/Tortuga, 
b^b  Eogjilh  and  French,  fet  forth  at  large  %  and 
more  ejpecially  what  was  tranfo6led  under  the  condu^ 
rf  Sir  Henry  Morgan,  by  Jac/ting  (f  Porto-BcUoi^ 
burning  ^Panama,  Vc.  in  /A*  Weft-lndics,  written 
originally  in  the  £>iitch  tongue,  by  Jofeph  Efig[uc* 
siding,  one  of  the  Bucaniers. 

The  Second  Part  contains  the  nalefs  Bold  attempts 
and  performances  rf  men  rf  the  fame  kidney  under 
the  command  rf  Captains  Sharp;  Sawkfos,  Coxon 
and  others,  on  the  coafts  of  the  South  Seas ;  tBe  ^ 
whole  being  intermixed  with  vq/l  variety  of  adven^ 
iures  and  djfcoveriesy  and  written  By  Mr.  Bafil 
Kngrofe,  who  kept  a  Journal  rf  the  faid  voyage,, 
kting  perfmally  prefent  at  the  trdnfa^ions. 
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P    R    E    FACE. 

This  isfucceedt'd  hy  the  Jouhial  of  a  voyage  made 
into  tfje  South  Sea  byjhehmtxxcsin  Freebooters^  com" 
mencing  from  the  year  1684  (about  whkhtimdfhe 
other  terminated)  and  ending  at  1689,  which  nX) as 
'Written  in  French  by  the  Sieur  Ravenau  dc  LufTan, 
an  Enjign  amongji  them ;  and  indeed  the  particulars 
are  all  as  new  as  they  are  Jlupendoui  and  ama^g  ; 
and  for  my  own  part,  J  mvjl  inginutnifly  cotifefs^  that 
ftnce  niyfrjl  perufal,  I  could  never  yet  think  of  them 
without  the  greateft  aftonifbment  imaginable^  eJpecU 
ally  feeing  the  whole  contexture  and  nartative  is  fi 
plain  and  fimple^  that  to  me  it  feems  to  carry  an. 
evidence  of  truth  in  every  part  and  tittle  of  it* 

I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  apologize  for  many  of 
the  actions  done^  and  here  related,  ftnce  even  in  the. 
moft  regular  troops  and  beft  difciplined  armies,  daily 
enormities  are  committed,  which  theJlriEieJi  vigOanct 
cannot  prevent ;  however,  it  is  very  remarkable^  that 
infuch  a  lawlefs  body  as  thefe  Bucznicrsfeemed  to  ha 
in  rejpe6l  to  all  others,  that  yet  there  fbauld  be  fucb 
an  oeconomy  (if  I  may  fo  fay)  kept,  and  regularity 
praElifed  among  themfehes,  fo  that  every  one  feemed 
to  have  his  property  as  much  fecured  a$  if  he  had  been 
a  member  <f  the  mofi  civilized  community  in  the^ 
World,  But  he  thofe  things  as  they  will,  a  bdder 
race  of  men,  both  as  to  perfonal  valour  and  conduff, 
certainly  never  yet  appeared  on  the  liquid  element,  or 
dry  landf  and  I  hope  it  will  he  taken  neither  for  an 
affront  nor  a  compliment,  to  fay  the  Engli/h  were 
always  the  leading  and  prevailing  party  among fi 
them. 
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CHAP.      t. 

ne  IntroduBion.  The  Author  ^  fit:  forth  for  the 
Wejiern  IJlands^  in  ihe  fervice  of  the  Weft-Iniia 
Company  of  France.  They  meet  with  an  Englijb 
frigate,  and  arrive  at  the^  ifland  of  Tortuga. 

AS  the  Bncaniers  in  the  Weft  Indies  have  becil 
fo  formidable  and  numerous,  that  they  have 
mterrupted  the  trade  rf  Europe  into  thofe 
parts,  and  onr  Engli(h  merchants,  in  particular^ 
have  fufFered  more  by  their  depredations  than  by 
the  united  force  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  late 
^var,  we  do  not  donbt  but  the  world  will  be  curious 
to  know  the  original  and  progrcfs  of  thefe  defpera- 
docs,  who  were  the  terror  of  the  trading  part  of  the 
world. 

•  }o(^pb  E^nemeling,   in  company  with  Le  Grand, 
Lolokois,  Roche  BraiUf^o,  Bat  the  Portuguele,  &c. 

Voj,.j[;  A    i       .,        .         :§ut 
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'  But  before  we  enter  upon  their  particular  hiftory, 
It  will  not  be  amifs/by  way  of  introduftion,  to 
ihew,  by  fome  examples  drawn  from  hiftory,  the 
great  mifchief  and  danger  which  threaten  kingdoms 
and  commonwealths  from  the  increafe  of  thefe  fort 
of  robbers,  when  either  by  the  troubles  of  particu- 
lar times,  or  the  negleft  of  governments,  they  arc 
Dot  cruihed  before  they  gather  ftrength. 

It  has  been  the  cafe  heretofore,  that  when  a  (ingle 
pirate  has.  been  fuflfered  to  range  the  feas,  as  not 
being  worth  the  notice  of  a  government,  he  has  by 
degrees  grown  (o  pqwerfuli  4is  ta  put  them  to  the 
ex{3eace  of  a  great  deal  of  blood  and  trjeafu/e,  before 
he  was  fupprefled.  We  fhall  not  examine  how  it 
,  <:ame  to  pafs  that  our  bucaniers  in  the  Weft-Indies 
iiave  continually  increafed  till  of  late ;  this  is  an 
enquiry  which  belongs  to  the  legiflature. 

I  fhall  therefore  fpeak  of  the  pirates  infefling  the 
Weil-Indies,  where  they  are  more  numerous  than 
in  any  other  parts  of  the  world,  on  feveral  reafons. 

Firft,  Becaufe  there  are  fo  many  uninhabited 
little  iflands  and  keys>  with .  harbours  convenient 
and  feciire  for  cleaning  their  veflels,  and  abounding 
•  with  what  they  pftea  w^ut,  provifion ;  I  mean 
water,  fea  fowl,  turtle,  (hell  and  other  fi(h ;  where, 
if  they  carry  in  bqt  ftrong  liquor,  they  indulge  a 
time,  and  become  ready  for  new  expeditions  before 
any  intelligence  can  reach  to  hi^rt  them. 

It  may  here  perhaps  be  no  unnecefTary  dlgreflion 
to  explain  what  they  call  kcy^  in:  the  Weft-Indies. 
Thefe  arc  fmall  fandy  iflands,  appearing  a  Uttle  above 
the  furface  of  the  water,  with  only  a  f(?w  bufties  or 
weeds  upon  them,  but  abound  (thofe  moft  at  any 
diftancc  from  the  main)  with  turtle,  amphibious 
animals  that  always  choofe  the  quieteft  and  moft  un- 
frequented plac^  for  laying  their  eggs,  which  are  to 
a  vaft  aumber  in  tlie  feafons,  and  would  iBdom  be 

fecn. 
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i«n,  bot  for  this  (except  by  pirates)*  There  Fcf- 
fcis  from  Jamaica  and  the  other  goFenubents  make 
voyages,  called  tortlidg,  for  fupplying  the  pepple, 
a  common  and  approved  food  with  them.  I  ana  apt 
^  think  theie  kcys»  efpedalty  thofe  nigh  iQands, 
to  have  been  oace  contiguous  with  them»  and  fepa- 
rated  by  earth<)uakes  (frec^uently  there)  or  iouoda- 
ttons,  bccaufe  fbme  of  them  that  have  been  within 
continual  view^  as  thoTe  nigh  Jannca,  are  ohferred 
within  our  time  to  be  entii^y  wafted  away  and  lofty 
and  others  daily  wafting.  They  are  not  only  o£  tho 
nfe  above  taken  notice  of  to  pirates,  but  it  is  com- 
monly believed  were  always,  in  bucaniering  piratical 
times,  the  hiding-places  for  tfadr' riches,  and  often- 
times a  belter  for  therafetves,  till  .their  friends  on 
the  main  had  found  means  to  obtain  indeomity  for 
their  crimes:  for  you  mnft  underftand,  when  aAs 
of  grace  were  more  frequent,  and  the  laws  left  fe- 
vere,  thefe  men  continually  found  favour^  and  en- 
coungers  at  Jamaica,  and  perhaps  they  are  not  all 
dead  yet.  I  have  been  told  many  of  .them  ftill 
living  have  been  of  the  faAie  trade,  and  left  it  off 
only  becaufe  they  cati  4ive  as  well  hooeftly,  and  gain 
^w  at  the  hazard  of  others  tiecks. 

Secondly,  Another  reafon  wny  thefe  fcas  arc  chofe 

ty  pirates,  is  the  great  commerce  thither  by  French, 

Spaniards,    Dutch,   and   efpecially  EDglifti  fliips: 

they  arefure  in  the  latitude  of  thefe  trading  iflands 

to  meet  with  prizes,  booties  of  provliioo,  dottung, 

and  naval  ftores,  and  fometimes  money ;  >there  being 

great  fums  remitted  this  way  to  England  (the  re* 

'   turns  of  the  affiento,  and  private  flave- trade  to  the 

^    Spnifti  Weft'Indies,  and,  in  ftiort,  by  fome  one  or 

*    other,  all  the  riches  of  Potofi. 

A '  third  reafon  is,  the  inconveniency  and  diffi- 

liuity  of  being  purfued  by  the  men  of  war ;  the 

A  %  many 
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many  finall  idlets,  bgoons,  and  harbours*  on  thefi; 
folitary  iflands  and  keys,  is  a  natural  fecurity. 

It  is  generally  here  that  the  pirates  begin  their 
cnterprizes,  fetting  out  at  firft  with  a  very  fm all 
force ;  and  by  infefling  thcfe  feas^  and  thofe  of  the 
-^continent  of  North-America,  in  a  year's  time»  if 
they  have  good  lack  on  their  ficics,  they  accumulate 
•fuch  ftrength  as  enables  them  to  make  foreign  expe- 
ditions. The  firA  is  Ufually  to  Guinea,  taking  tl^e 
.  Azores  and  Cape  de  Verd  iflands  in  their  way,  and 
then  to  Brazil  and  the  £^-Indies,  where,  if  tbey 
meet  with  profperous  voyages,  they  fet  down  at 
Madagafcar,  or  the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  enjoy 
•their  ill-gotten  wealthy  among  their  elder  brethren, 
^with  impunity.  But  that  I  may  not  give  too  much 
encouragement  to  the  profeffion,  I  muft  inform  my 
maritime  readers,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  thefe 
rovers  are  cut  (hort  in  the  purfuit  by  a  fndden  pre- 
cipitation into  the  other  world. 

The  rife  of  thefe  rovers,  fincc  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  or  at  leaf):  the  great  increafe  of  them,  may 
jufily  be  imputed  to  the  SpanUh  fetdements  in  the 
Weft-Indies ;  the  governors  of  which,  being  often 
fome  hungry  courtiers  fent  thither  to  repair  or 
make  a  fortune,  generally  countenance  all  proceed- 
ings that  bring  in  profit :  they  grant  commiflions 
to  great  numbers  oiF  veflels  of  war,  on  pretence 
-of  preventing  an  interloping  trade,  with  orders 
to  leize  all  (hips  or  veflels  whatfoever  within  five 
leagues  of  their  coafts,  which  our  EqglKh  ibips 
cannot  well  avoid  coming,  in  their  voyage  to  Ja- 
maica. But  if  the  Spanifh  captains  chance  to  exceed 
this  commiiBob,  and  rob  and  plunder  at  difcretion^ 
the  fuflerers  are  allowed  to  complain,  and  exhibit  a 
procefs  in  their  court,  and  after  great  expc^ice  of 
fuit,  delay  of  time,  and  other  inconvenlencies,  ob- 
tain a  decree  in  their  favour;  but  then,  when  the 

fliip 
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fiiip  and  cargo  comes  to  be  claimed,  with  cofts  of 
fuit,  ihcy  find,  to  their  forrow,  that  it  has  beea 
previoufly  coDdenmed,  and  the  plunder  divided 
among  the  crew ;  the  commander  that  made  the 
capture,  who  alone  is  refponfiblev  is  found  to  be  a 
poor  rafcaHy  fdtow,  not  worth  a  groat,  and,  no 
dou-bt,  is  placed  in  that  flauon  for  the  like  pur- 
pofes. 

The  frequent  loflcs  fuftained  bv  our  inew:hants 
ri>road  by  thefe  pirates  was  provocation  enougi^ 
to  attempt  fomethrng  by  way  of  reprifal ;  and  a  fair 
opportunity  offering  itfclf  in  the  year  1716,  the 
traders  to  the  Weft-Indies-  took  care  not  to  flip  it 
over)  but  made  the  beit  ufe  of  it  their  circamftancc<: 
would -permit. 

It  was  about  two  years  before,  that' the  Spnnlfa 
galleons,  or  plate  fleet,  had  been  call  away  in  the 
gtrtf  of  Florida,  and  feveral  vefTds  from  the  Havanna 
"were  at  work,  with  diving  engines^  to  fi(h  up  the 
filver  that  was  on  board  thega^sons* 

The  Spaniards  had  recovered  fome  millions  of* 
pieces  of  eight,  and  had  carried  it  all  to  the  Ha* 
vaona;  but  they  had  at  prefent  aboot  350,009 
pieces  of  eight  in  filver,  then  upon  the  fpot,  and 
were  daily  taking  up  more.  In  the  mean  time,  two 
fbips  and  three  Hoops,  fitted  out  from  Jamaica, 
Barbadoes,  Sec.  under  Captain  Henry  Jennings^ 
failed  to  the  gulf,  and  found  the  Spaniards  there 
upon  the  wreck ;  the  money  bcfcfre  fpoken  of  was 
kift  on  (hore,  depofited  in  a  fbrehoiiie,  under  the 
government  of  two  commilTaries,  and  a  guard  of 
about  iixty  fddiers. 

The  rovers  came  direftly  upon  the  place,  brlngr 

tog  their  little  £eet  to  an  andior,  and,  in  a  word, 

landing  300  men,  they  attacked  the  guard,  who 

immediately  ran  away;  and  thus  they  feized  the 

A  3  tteafurc^ 
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treafure,  which  they  carried  off,  makmg  the  beil  of 
their  way  to  Jamaica. 

In  their  way  they  unhappily  met  with  a  Spanifli 
fliip,  boaad  from  Porto  fiello  to  the  Havanna^  with 
a  great  many  rich  goods,  viz.  bales  of  cochineal, 
cafks  of  indico^  and  60,000  pieces  of  eight  more, 
which,  their  hands  being  in,  they  took^  and  having 
rifled  the  veflel,  let  her  go.        -  .f . 

niey  went  away  to  Jamaica  with  their  bdoty, 
iind  were  followed  in  view  of  the  port  b|y  the  Spa* 
niards,  who  having  feen  them  thither,  went. back 
to  the  governor  of  the  Havanna,  with  the  acconnt 
of  ir,  who  immediately  feat  a  veflel  to  the  governor 
of  Jamaica,  to  complain  of  this  robbery,  and  to 
leclaim  the  goods. 

As  it  vms  in  full  peace,  and  contrary  to  all  juftice 
and  right,  that  this  fad  was  committed,  they  were 
foon  tnade  fenfible  that  the  govenupent  at  Jamaicft 
would  not  fuffer  them  to  go  unponiflied,  much  le& 
,proteft  them :  th^efore  they  faw  a  necefliiy  of 
ihlFtihg  for  thomfislves ;  fo,  to  make  bad  worfe, 
they  went  to  fea  again,  though  not  without  difpo*- 
fing  of  their  cargo  to  good  advantage,  and  fiimiflir 
ing  themf^ives  with  ammunitioa,.  provifionsi  &c» 
and  being  thus  made  defperate,  they  turned. piratea, 
robbing  not  the  Spaniards  only,  but  their  owa 
countrymen^  and  any  nation  they,  could  lay  their 
hands  on. 

It  happened  atrotnt  this  time  that  the.  Spaniards, 
.wrtR  three  or  four  fmaH  men  of  war,  fidl  upon  our 
tegwood-cutters  ia  the  bay  of  Campeachy  and/Hon- 
duras,  and  after  they  had  made  them'  priK^s-,'  they 
gave  the  nfctf  belonging  to  them  three  floops  to 
cai+y  thcm-hoAe ;  but  thcfe  man  bdng  made  defpe- 
rate by  their  misfortuii«s,  aild  meeting  with  the 
grates,  they  toolfr  on  with  them,  and  k>  encreafed 
thrir  onmber. 

Not 
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Not  to  detain  the  reader  any  longer  with  thcfe 
particulars,  1  fhall  proceed  to  give  ttk  account  of 
our  voyage  from  Havre  de  Grace  in  France,  from 
whence  we  fet  fail  in  a  (hip  called  St.  John,  Maj' 
the  2d,  1666.  Our  vcflcl  was  equfpped  with  twea«- 
ty  eight  guns,  twenty  mariners,  and  120  paflcng^n^ 
incloding  thofe  whom  the  company -feot  as  free  pftf- 
fcngers.  Sooff  after  we  eamc  to  an  anchor  Tondcr 
the  cape  of  Barflcur,  there  to  join  fcren  other  (hipt 
cf  the  fame  Weft-India  company,  which,  were  fO^ 
come  frofOL  Dieppe,  under  convoy  of  a  man  of  war, 
mounted  with  thirty-feven  guns,  and  250  mcn# 
Of  thefe  (hipff  two  were  bound  for  Senegal,  five  for 
AeCaribbec  iflarids,  'and  ours  for  Tortuga.  Here 
gathered  to  rrs  about  twenty  foil  of  other  (hips, 
bound  for  Newfoundfand";  ^ith  fome  Dutch  veflfel« 
going  for  Nantz,  Rochcl,  and  St.  Martin's  ;  fo  that 
HI  '&  Vif6  rtade  thirty  fall.'-  Here  we  put  onrfelvts 
in  a'  pofture  of  disfencr,  tiaving  notice  that  four 
Eb|^{h  firigates  of  fixty  guns  each  waited  for  ut 
near  Aldefney.  Our  admiral,  the  Chevalier  Sour* 
*5,  havrag  given  necef&ry  orders,  we  failed  thence 
widi  afavourable  gale,  and  fome  mifts  ariiing,  to- 
tally impeded  the  En^iQi  frigates  from  difcovering 
our  fleet.  We  fteercd  our  Courfe  as  near  as  we 
could  to  the  coaft  of  France,  for  fear  of  the  enemy. 

As  we  failed  along,  wc  met  a  veflcl  of  Oftend, 
vrho  complained  to  our  admiral,  that  a  French  pri- 
vateer had  rpbbed  him  that  very  morning ;  wheres 
upon  we  endeavoured  to  purfue  the  faid  pirate ;  but 
our  labour  was  in  vam,  not  being  able  to  overtdke 
him. 

Our  fleet,  as  we  failed,  caufed  no  fmall  fears  and 
alarms  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  of  France,  thefe 
judging  us  to  be  EngUflj,  and  that  we  fought  fonae 
convenient  place  for  landing.  To  allay  their  fright, 
we  hang  out  our  colours,  but  they  would  not  truft  us. 
A  4  After 
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After  this  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Con- 
quet  in  Britany,  near  Uftiant,  there  to  take  in  wa- 
ter. Having  ftored  ourfelves  with  frefh  provifions 
here,  we  profecuted  our.  voyage,  defigning  to  pafs 
l^y  the  Ras  of  Fontenau,  and  not  expofe  ourfelves  to 
the  Sorlingucs,  fearing  the  Englifti  that  were  cruif- 
kg  thereabouts.  This  river  Ras  is  of  a  current 
very  ftrong  and  rapid,  which  rolling  over  many 
rocks,  difgorges  itfeJf  into  the  fea  on  the  coaft  of 
France,  in  48  deg.  10  min.  latitude ;  fo  that  this, 
paffage  is  very  dangerous,  all  the  rocks,  as  yet,, 
being  not  thoroughly  known.  , 

Here  I  fhall  meniicjn  the  ceremony,  which,  at 
this  paflage,  and  fome  other  places,  13  ufed  by  the. 
mariners,  and  by  them  called  baptifm,  though  ir 
may  feera  little  to  our  purpofe.  The  mailer's  mate 
cloathed  himfelf  with  a  ridiculous  fort  of  garment 
that  reached  to  his  feet,  and  on  his  head  he  put  ac 
fuieable  cap,  made  very  burlefque ;  .in  his  right  handf 
he  had  a  naked  wooden  fword>  and  in  his  left  <i 
pot  full  of  ink  s  his  face  was  borxibly  blacked  with, 
foot,  and  his  neck  adorned  with  a  collar  of  manj: 
little  pieces  of  wood :  thas  apparelled,  he  com* 
manded  every  one  to  be  called  who  had  never  pafled 
through  that  dangerous  place  before ;  and  then 
caufing  them  to  kneel  down,  he  made  the  fign  of 
the  crofs  on  their  foreheads  with  ink,  and  gave 
every  one  a  ftroke  on  the  (houlders  with  his  woodeq 
fword  :  mean  while  the  ftandcrs-by  caft  a  bucket  oF 
water  upon  each  nsan's  head,  and  fo  ended  the  cere- 
mony :  but  that  done,  each  of  the  baptized  mufl: 
give  a  bottle  of  brandy,  placing  it  nigh  the  main- 
maft,  without  fpealdng  a  word,  even  thofe  whp 
have  no  fuch  liquor  not  being  excufed.  If  the  vef- 
fel  never  pafled  that  way  before,  the  captain  is  ob* 
liged  to  difbibute  fome  wine  among  the  mariners 
and  paflengers ;  but  as  for  other  gifts  which  the 

newly* 
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•c^ly-bapdzcd  fircqucntly  oiler,  they  arc  divided 
among  the  old  feamen,  and  of  them  they  make  a^ 
baoquet  among  themfelves. 

The  Hollanders,  likewife,  not  only  at  this  paf- 
fage,  but  alfo  at  the  rocks  called  Berlingues,  nigh 
the  coaft  of  Portugal,  in  39  dcg.  40  min.  (Joeing  a 
paflagc  very  dangerous,  especially  by  night,  when,, 
in  the  dark,  the  rocks  are  not  dlAInguilbable,  the 
land  being  very  high)  they  ufefomefuch  ceremony; 
bat  their  manner  of  baptizing  is  very  different  from 
that  of  the  French,  for  he  that  is  to  be  baptized  is  fat- 
tened, and  hoifled  up  thrice  at  the  main-yard'S  end^ 
as  if  be  were  a  criminal.  If  he  be  hoifled  the  fourth 
time,  in  the  name  of  thcf  Prince  of  Orange,  or  of 
the  captain  of  the  vefTel,  his  honour  is  more  than* 
ordinary.     Thus  every  one  is  dipped  feveral  timet> 
in  the  main  ocean,  but  he  that  is  dipped  firft  has. 
the  honour  of  being  diluted  with  a-  gun.     Such  as 
are  not  willing  to  fall  mud  pay  twelve  pence  for. 
ranfom  f  if  he  be  an  officer,  two  (hillings  ;  and  i£ 
a  padenger,  at  their  own  plcafure.    If  the  fliip  ne- 
ver pafled  that  way  before,  the  captain  is  to  give  %, 
fmall  rundlei  of  wine,  which  if  he  denies,  the  ma- 
riners  may  cut  off  the  flem  of  the  veffet.     All  the* 
profit  accruing  by  this  ceremony  is  kept  by  the 
m.\fter's  mate,    who,    after    reaching  their    port,, 
ufually  lays  it  out  in  wine,  which  Is  drank  amongft    . 
the  antient  Teamen.     Some  fay  this  ceremony  was^ 
inlUtuted  by  the  Emperor  Charles  Y.  though  it  is. 
not  amongfl  his  lawu.     But  here  L  leave  thefe  (ca-~ 
cuftoms,  and  return  to  our  voyage. 

Having  pafled  the  Ras,  we  had  very  good  wea- 
ther till  we  came  to  Cape  Finis  Terras  j  here  a  fud- 
den  tempeA  furprized  us,  and  feparatcd  our  fhip* 
from  the  reft  that  were  in  our  company.  This, 
(lorra  continued  eight  days,  in  which  time  it  would 
^QKi:.  compaiBon  to  fee  how  miferably  the  pafTen-r. 
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fters  were  turtibkd  to  and  fro  on  all  fides  of  the 
inip,  infotnuch  that  the  mariners,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty,  were  compelled  to  tread  upoa 
them.  This  boifterous  weather  being  over,  we 
had  very  favourable  gales  again,  till  we  came  to  the 
tropic  of  Cancer.  This  tropic  is  an  imaginary 
circle,  which  aAronomers  have  invented  in  the  hea- 
vens, limiting  the  progrefs  of  the  fun  towards  the 
'  north  pole:  it  is  placed  in  the  latitude  of  23  deg. 
30  mln.  Here  we  were  baptized  a  fecond  time,  as 
before.  The  French  always  perform  this  ceremony 
at  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  as  alfo  under  the  tropic 
of  Capricorn.  In  this  part  of  the  world  we  had 
very  favourable  weather,  at  which  we  were  very 
glad,  becaufe  of  our  great  want  of  water ;  for  that 
clement  was  fo  fcarce  with  us,  that  we  were  dinted 
to  two  half  pints  a-  man  every  day. 

About  the  latitude  of  Barbadoes  wc  met  an  Eng- 
lifii  frigate,  or  privateer,  who  firft  began  to  give  us 
chafe,  but  finding  herfelf  not  to  exceed  us  in  force, 
prefcntly  got  away :   hereupon  we   purfued  her, 
firing  feveral  guns,  eight  pounders  at  her ;  but  at 
length  (he  efcaped,  and  we  returned  to  our  courfe. 
Soon  after  we  came  within  fight  of  Martinico.    Wc 
were  bent  to  the  coaft  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Pete)-,  but 
were  fruflratcd  by  a  ftorm  which  took  us  here- 
abouts :  hence  we  refolved  to  fieer  to  Guadalupe, 
yet  we  could  not  reach  this  ifland,  by  reafon  of  the 
laid  ftorm ;  fb  tliat  we  dircftcd  our  courfe  to  the  ifle 
of  Tortuga,  being  the  very  fame  land  we  were 
bound  to.     We  pafled  along  the  coaft  of  Punta 
Kica,  which  is  extremely  agreeable  and  delightful 
to  the  fight,  being  adorned  with  beautiful  woods, 
even  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains.     Then  we  dif- 
covercd  Hifpaniola  (of  which  I  ftiall  give  a  defcrip- 
tion)  and  we  coaftcd  about  it  till  we  came  to  Tor- 
iuga,our  defircd  pc^t.  Here  we  anchowdi  July  7th, 

in. 
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lo  the  fame  year,  not  having  loft  one  man  ih  the 
▼oyage.  We  landed  the  goods  that  belonged  to  the 
Weft-India  Company,  and  foon  after  the  ftiip  wa$. 
ient  to  Calde  Sac  with  fome  paflengqrs. 

CHAP.     II. 

A  Defcriptkn  of  Tortuga,  and  qf  th  fmttr  dnet 
plants  there.  How  the  French  Jirjl  fettled  there^ 
at  two  fever al  times,  and  forced  out  the  Spa* 
niards.     The  author  twice  fold  in  the  f aid  ifland^ 

^T^HE  ifland  of  Tortuga  is  firuate  on  the  north* 
^  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  in  20  deg,  30  min.  latj- 
inde ;  its  juft  extent  is  thrcefcore  leagues  about, 
Tlie  Spaniards^  who  gave  name  to  this  ifland, 
called  it  fo  frotn  the  (hape  of  the  land,  in  fome  man- 
ner refembUng  a  great  fea-tonoife,  called  by  them 
Tortuga-de-mar.  The  country  is  very  mountain- 
pas,  and  full  of  rocks,  and  yet  thick  of  lofty  trees, 
that  grow  upon  the  hardeft  of  thoie  rocks,  without 
partaking  of  a  fofier  foil :  hence  it  comes  that  their 
roots^  for  the  greateft  part,  are  feen  naked,  entangled' 
among  the  rocks  like  the  branching  of  ivy  againft 
our  walls.  That  part  of  this  ifland  which  ftretches 
to  the  north  is  totally  uninhabited :  the  reafon  is, 
fii'ft,  becaufe  it  is  incommodious  and  unhealthy ;. 
and  fecondjy,  for  the  ruggcdncfs  of  the  coail,  tnac 
gives  no  accefs  to  the  ihore,  unlefs  among  rocks,, 
.almoft  inaccefllble.  For  this  caufe  it  is  peopled 
only  on  tlie  fouth  pait,  which  hath  only  one  port, 
indlfierently  good  :  yet  this  harbour  has  two  entries 
or  channels,  which  afford  paflage  to  ftiips  of  70^ 
guns;  the  port  itfelf  being  without  danger,  and 
capable  of  receiving  a  great  number  of  vefTels.  The 
inhabited  parts,  of  which  the  firft  is  called  the  Low 
Lands,  Oi*  Low  Country ;  this  is  the  chief  among. 
A  6  *  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


li         ^bi  HISrORT  of  the 

the  reft,  becaufe  it  contains  the  port  aforcfaid:  the 
town  is  called  Cayona,  and  here  live  the  chlefeu 
and  richeft  planters  of  the  ifland.  The  fecond  part 
is  called  the  Middle  Plantation  ;  its  foil  is  yet  almoft 
new,  being  only  known  to  be  good  for  tobacco. 
The  third  is  named  Ringot,  and  is  fituate  towards 
the  well  part  of  the  ifland.  The  fourth,  and  laft, 
is  called  the  Mountain,  in  which  place  were  made 
the  firft  plantations  upon  this  ifland. 

As  to  the  wood  that  grows  here,  we  have  alrea- 
dy faid,  that  the  trees  are  exceeding  tall,  and  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  flght ;  whence  no  man  will  donbt  but 
they  may  be  applied  to  feveral  ufcs :  fuch  is  the 
Yellow  Saunder,  which  by  the  inhabitants  is  called 
Bois  de  Chandel,  or,  inEnglifli^  Candle-wood,  be- 
caufe it  burns  like  a  candle,  and  ferves  them  with 
light  while  they  fiih  by  night.  Here  grows,  alfo. 
Lignum  Sanflum,  or  Guaiacum  :  its  virtues  are  very 
wcU  known,  more  efpecially  to  thofe  who  obferve 
not  the  feventh  commandment,  and  are  given  to  im- 
pure copulations  ;  phyficians  drawing  hence,  in  fe- 
deral compofitions,  the  greateft  antidote  for  vene- 
real dlfeafes,  as  alfo  for  cold  and  vifcous  humours. 
The  trees,  likewife,  which  afford  Gummi  Elemi, 
grow  here  in  great  abundance,  as  doth  Radix 
Chinae:,  or  China-root ;  yet  this  is  pot  fo  good  as 
that  of  other  parts  of  the  weftern  world.  It  is  very 
white  and  fort,  and  ferves  for  pleafant  food  to  the 
wild  boars,  when  they  can  find  nothing  elfe.  This 
ifland,  alfo,  is  not  deficient  in  Aloes,  nor  an  infinite 
number  of  the  other  medicinal  berbs,  which  may 
plcafe  the  curiofity  of  fuch  as  arc  given  to  their  con- 
templation :  moreover,  for  building  of  (hips,  or  any 
other  fort  of  architefture,  here  are  found  feveral 
forts  of  timber.  The  fruits,  likewife,  which  grow 
here  abundantly,  are  nothing  inferior,  in  quantity 
fpr  quality,  to  what  other  iflands  produce.  >  I  fhall 
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same  only  ibme  of  the  mod  ordinary  and  common  ; 
fuch  are  Magniot,  Potatoes,  Abajou  apples,  Yan- 
nas,  BaconeSy  Paquays,  Carofoles,  Mamayns,  Anna- 
nanes,  and  divers  other  forts,  which  I  omit  to  fpe- 
cify.  Here  grow,  likewife,  in  great  numbers,  tho(e 
trees  called  Palmitoes,  or  Palmites,  whence  is 
drawn  a  certain  juice,  which  ferves  the  inhabitonts 
rnftead  of  wine,  and  whofe  leaves  cover  their  houfei 
inftead  of  tiles. 

In  this  jflanJ  aboundeth,  alfo,  the  wild  boar< 
the  governor  bath  prohibited  the  hunting  of  them 
with  dogs,  fearing  left  the  ifland  being  but  fmal), 
the  whole  race  of  them,  in  a  ihort  time,  (hould  be 
deftroyed.  The  reafon  why  he  thought  convenient 
to  prcferve  thefe  wild  beafts,  was,  that  in  cafe  of 
any  invafion,  the  inhabitants  might  fuftain  tbem- 
felvcs  with  their  food,  efpedally  were  tliey  once 
conftrained  to  retire  to  the  woods  and  mountains. 
Yet  this  fort  of  game  is  almoft  impeded  by  itfelf,  by 
reafon  of  the  many  rocks  and  precipices,  which,  for 
the  greateft  part,  are  covered  with  little  ihrubs, 
very  green  and  thick ;  whence  the  huntfmen  have 
oftentimes  fallen,  and  left  as  the  fad  remembrance 
of  many  a  memorable  difafter. 

At  a  certain  time  of  the  year  jhere  rcfort  to  Tor- 
tuga  large  flocks  of  wild  pigeon^  and  then  the  in* 
habitants  feed  on  them  very  plenufully,  having  more 
than  thev  can  confume^  and  leaving  totally  to  their 
repofe  all  other  forts  of  fowl,  both  wild  and  tamcf, 
that  fo,  in  the  abfence  of  the  pigeons,  thefe  may 
fupply  their  place.  But  as  nothing  m  the  uni- 
▼erfe,  though  never  fe  pleafant,  can  be  found,  but 
what  hath  fomething  of  bitrernefs  with  it,  the  very 
fymbol  of  this  truth  we  fee  in  the  aforefaid  pigeons^ 
for  thefe,.  the  feafon  being  paft,  can  fcarce  be 
topcjied^th  the  tongue,  they  become  fo  extremely 
lean/  and  bitter  tv^n  to  admiration ;   the  reafon 
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of  this  bitternefs  is  attributed  ^o  a  certaia  feed 
^hich  they  eat  about  that  time,  even  as  bitter  as  gall. 
About  the  fea-(hores,  every  where,  are  found  great 
jtnultitudes  of  crabs,  both  of  land  and  fea,  and  both 
forts  very  big.  Thefqare  good  to  feed  fervants  and 
XJaves,  whofe  palates  they  pleafe,  but  are  very  hurt- 
ful to  the  fight;  befides,  being  eaten  too  often, 
ihey  caufe  great  giddinefs  \n  the  head,  with  much 
weaknefs  of  the  brain ;  fo  that  very  frequently  they 
drftdbprived  of  fight  for  a  quarter  of'an  hour. 

The  French  having  fettled  in  the  ifle  of  St.  Chrif- 
topher,  planted  there  a  fort  of  trees,  of  which^  at 
prefept,  there  poffibly  may  be  greater  quantities; 
"with  the  timber  whefepf  they  made  long- boats  an4 
hoys,  which  they  fent  thence  weftward,  well  man- 
ned and  viftualled,  to  difcover  other  iflands.  Thefe 
/ctting  fall  from  St.  Chriftopher,  came  within  light 
of  Hifpaniola,  where  they  arrived  with  abundance 
of  joy.  Haying  landed,  they  marched  into  the 
country,  where  they  found  large  quantities  of 
,cattle,  fuch  jas  cows,  ^bulls,  hoifes,  and  wild  boars ; 
but  finding  no  great  profit  in  thefe  animals,  unless 
they  .could  ioclofc  'them,  and  knowing,  likewif^, 
the  ifland  to  be  pretty  well  peopled  by  the  Spaniard^, 
•they  thought  it  convenient  to  enter  upon  and  feize 
the  iflAod  of  Tortuga.  Tjiis  they  performed  with- 
out any  difficulty,  mere  being  upon  the  ifland  no 
mare  thaa  t^n  or  twelve  Spaniards  tp  guard  it. 
Th^fe  few  jce^  let  the  French  come  in  peaceably, 
and  poflcfs  the  ifland  for  iix  ipoQ^hs,  .without  any 
-trouble.  Mean  while  they  gaffed  and  repaflcd  wit ji 
jthcir  canoes,  to  Hifpaniola,  from  whence  they 
tranfported  many  people,  and  at  laft  began  to  plant 
.the  whole  ifland  of  Tortuga.  The  few  Spaniards 
jcmaining  there,  perceiving  the  Frraqh  to  increale 
thek  number  daily,  beg^n  at  laft  {9T|qpine  ^tth^^ 
ipro{perity,  and  gra(ig^  tbw  U^  £9^5%^.-  H^<^^ 
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they  gave  notice  to  others  of  tbetr  nattoQ,  thdr 
ne^boars,  who  feot  feveral  boats  well  armed  and 
maaoed  to  difpoflefs  the  French.  This  expedition 
fucceeded  accordiog  to  their  defires ;  for  the  new 
'pofleflbrs  feeing  the  great  number  of  Spaniards, 
fled  with  all  they  had  to  the  woods,  and  hence» 
by  nighty  they  wafted  over  with  canoes  to  the  ifland 
of  Hilpaniola :  this  they  the  more  eafily  performed^ 
having  no  women  or  children  with  them,  nor  any 
great  fubftance  to  carry  away.  Here  they  alfo  retire 
into  the  woods,  both  to  feek  for  food,  and  from 
thence  with  fecrefy,  to  give  intelligence  to  others 
of  their  own  faftion ;  judging  for  certain  that  within 
a  little  while  they  Ihould  be  in  a  capacity  to  hinder 
the  Spaniards  from  fortifying  in  Tortaga. 

Mean  while  the  Spaniards  of  the  great  ifland  ceafed 
not  to  feek  after  their  new  guefts,  the  French,  with 
intent  to  root  them  out  of  the  woods,  if  poflible,  or 
caufc  them  to  perifti  with  hunger;  but  this  defign 
foon  failed,  having  found  that  the  French  were 
maftcrs  both  of  good  guns,  powder,  and  bullets.  Here, 
therefore,  the  fugitives  waited  for  a  certain  oppor- 
tunity, wherein  they  knew  the  Spaniards  were  to 
come  from  Tortugi  with  armi,  and  a  great  number  of 
men,  to  join  with  tbofe  of  the  greater  ifland,  for  their 
deftruftion  :  when  this  occaGon  oiftrcd,  they,  in 
the  mean  while,  dcfcrting  the  woods  where  they  were, 
returned  to  Tortug^,  and  difpofleflled  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  Spaniards  diat  remained  at  home.  Having  fb 
done,  they  fortified  themfelves  the  bcft  they  could^ 
diereby  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  Spaniards,  in 
cafe  they  (hould  attempt  it.  Moreover,  they  fent 
immediately  to  the  governor  of  St.  Chriftopher's, 
craving  his  aid  and  relief,  and  demanding  of  him 
a  governor,  the  better  to  be  puited  among  them- 
felveS,  and  ftrengthened  oh  all  occafions.  The 
governor  of  6t.Chfiflopher'sfcctired  their  petition 
'  with 
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Vfxih  much  (atisfadlioOy  and,  without  delay,  feat 
monfieur  le  PalTeur  to  them  in  quality  of  a  governor, 
togetjier  with  a  (hip  full  of  men,  and  all  neceflaries 
for  their  eflabliftiment  and  defence.     No  fooner  had 
they  received  this  recruit,  but  the  governor  com- 
manded a  fortrefs  to  be  built  upon  the  top  of  a  high 
rock,  from  whence  he  could  hinder  the  entrance  of 
any  (hips,  or  other  veflels,  to  the  port.     To  this^ 
fort  no  other  acccfs  could  be  had,  than  by  almoft 
climbing  through  a  very  narrow  paflage,  that  was 
capable  only  ot  receiving  two  perfons  at  once,  and 
thofe  not  without  difficulty.     In  the  middle  of  this 
rock  was  af^reat  cavity,  which  now  ferves  for  a  ftore- 
houfe ;  befides  here  was  great  conveniencefor  raiflnga 
batterry.    The  fort  being  finiflied,  the  governor 
commanded  two  guns  to  be  mounted,  which  could 
Bot  be  done  without  great  toil  and  labour ;  as  alfo,. 
a  houfe  to  be  built  within  the  fort,  and  afterwards 
the  narrow  way,  that  led  to  the  faid  fort,  to  b^ 
brdcen  and  demoliflied,    leaving  no  other  afcent 
thereto  than  by  a  ladder.     Within  the  fort  gufbea 
out  a  plentiful  fountarn  of  pure  fre(h  water,  fuf- 
ficient  to  refrelh  a  garrifonof  a  thoufand  men.     Be* 
ing  poflefTed  of  thefe  conveniences,  and  the  fecurity 
ihefe  things  might  promife,  the  French  begnnto  peo- 
ple the  ifland,  and  each  of  them  to  fcek  their  living, 
lome  by  hunting,  others  by  planting  tobacco,  and 
.  Others  by  cruizing  and  robbing  on  tlie  coails   of 
the  Spanifh  iflands ;  which  trade  is  continued  by 
,  them  to  this  day. 

The  Spaniards,  notwichftanding,  Gould  not  be-^ 
hold,  but  with  jealous  eyes,  the  daily  increafe  pf 
the  French  in  Tortuga,  fearing  left  in  time  they 
might  by  them  be  difpoflefled  alfo  of  Htfpanioia. 
Thus  taking  an  opportunity  when  many  of  the 
French  were  abroad  at  fea,  and  others  employed  in 
bunting,  with  eight  hundred  niep^  in  feveral  canoes, 

they 


""■  ■^•T^-DigitizeB-by  Google-         *- 


BccANiERs,  G?r.  of  America.        17 

they  landed  again  in  Tortuga,  almoft  without  being 
perceived  by  the  French  ;  but  finding  that  the  go- 
vernor had  cot  down  piany  trees  for  the  better  difco- 
yery  of  any  enemy,  in  cafe  .of  an  aflault,  a$  alfo  that 
nothing  of  confequence  could  be  done  without  great 
guns,  they  confitlted  about  the  fiiteft  place  for  railing  a 
battery :  this  place  was  foon  concluded  to  be  the  top 
of  a  mountain  which  was  In  light,  feeing  that  from 
thence  alone  they  could  level  their  gut«  at  the  fort, 
which  now  lay  open  to  them,  iioce  the  cutting  down 
of  the  trees  by  the  new  pofleflbrs.  Hence  they 
refolved  to  open  a  way  for  the  cairiage  offome 
pieces  of  ordnance  to  the  top.  This  mountain  is 
fomewhat  high,  and  the  upper  part  tliereof  plain, 
from  whence  the  whole  ifland  may  be  viewed : 
the  fides  thereof  are  very  rugged,  by  reafon  a  great 
number  of  innacceffible  rocks  do  furround  it  j  fo  that 
the  afccnt  was  very  difficult,  and  would  always  have 
()een  the  fame,  bad  not  the  Spaniards  undergone 
the  immenfe  labour  and  toil  of  makii^  the  waiy  be* 
fore-mentioned,  as- 1  /hall  hoW  relate. 

The  Spaniards  had  with  them  many  flaves  and 
Indians,  labouring  men,  whom  they  call  Mat^d^s, 
or,  in  Englifli,  Half  yellow  Men ;  thefe  they  ordered 
with  iron  tools  to  dig  a  way  through  the  rocks. 
This  they  performed  with  the  greateft  fpecd  Ima- 
ginable, and  through  this  wav,  by  the  help  of  manjf 
ropes  and  pullies,  they  at  6ft  made  fhift  to  get 
np  two  pieces  of  ordnance,  wherewith  they  made 
a  battery  next  day,  to  play  on  the  fort.  Mcaii 
while  the  French,  knowing  thefe  dcfigns,  prepared 
for  a  defence  (while  the  Spaniards  were  bufy  about 
the  battery)  fending  notice  every  where  to  their  com- 
panions for  help.  Thus  the  hunters  of  the  ifland 
all  joined  together,  and  with  them  all  the  pirates 
who  where  not  already  too  far  from  home  j  thefe 
landed  by  night  at  Tortuga,  left  they  Aould  be  fecn 
by  ihe  Spaniards ;  and  under  the  fame  obfcurity  of 
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the  night,  they  eXX  together,  by  a  back  way,  climbed 
the  mouatoiti*  where  the  Spaniards  were  poftcd, 
which  they  dic|  the  more  eafily,  being  acquainted 
%yiib  thefe  rocKs.  They  came  up  at  flie  very  inftanV 
that  the  Spaniards,  who  were  above,  were  prenar-' 
ifig  to  (hoot  at  the  fort,  not  kilo\ying  in  the  lean  of 
theif  coming..  Herie  they  fet  Upon  thena  at  their 
backs,  Ulth  fuch  fury,  a^  forced  thegreatdl  part 
to  precipitate  themfdvci  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom,' and  dafli  theif  bodies*  in  pi^ces'i  few  or  none 
cfcaped  ;  for  if  any  remained  aK re  they  were  put  to 
the  fword.  Sonie  Spaniards  did  ftill  keep  the  bottom 
of  the  mountain  J  but  thel*e  hearing  the  (hrieks  and 
cries  of  ihena  that  were  killed,  and  believing  fom<? 
tragical  revolution .  to  be  abote,  fted  immediately 
towards  the  fea^  de^airing  ever'  to  rtgiih  the  idana 
of  Tortuga, 

The  governors  of  this,ifland.  bcha.vcd  themfelyes 
as    proprietors 
1664, 
took  j 

gQVq:nor, jnonfieur Ogerop.  Thdfe planted  t^ie  coIqd^ 
for  tbemfelves  by  their  factors  and  fervanf^,  think; 
ing  to  drive  fomp  confider^ble  tr^de  frotn'  thence 
with  the  Spaniards,,  even  as  the  Hollanders  do  froni 
Cura9ao-;  but  this  defiga  did  not  anfwer  :  for  witli 
other  nations  they  could  drive  no  tradie,  by  reafoii 
they  coiild  ootefta^bUIKahy.fecyre  comnitiiertre  froni 
the  beginning  with  tli^ir  own;  foralmuch  as  at 
jhe  firft  infHtution  of  t^is  coippany  in  France,  they 
agreed  vith  the  pirates^  hunters,  and  planters,  firft 
pollefrors  of  Tortuga,  tha<  thefe  fhould  buy  all  their 
necefTaries  from  the  faid  company  upon  truft.  And 
though  this  agreement  was  put  in  execution,  yet 
the  ^ftor  of  the  cpippapy  foon  after  found  that 
they  QQuld  hot  recover  either  taonies  or  returns 
from  thofe  people,  that  they  were  conftrained  to 
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bring  fome  armed  men  into  the  ifland^  io  behalf  o£ 
the  company,  to  get  in  fome  of  their  payn^ots :  but 
seither  this  endeavour,  nor  any  other,  coald  pre* 
vail  icFwards  the  fettling  a  fecood  trade  with  thofe 
of  the  iOaod.   Hereupon  the  company  recalled  their 
faAoDf  giving  them  orders  to  fell  all  that  wa»  tbeic 
own  in  the  faid  pkuuation*  both  the  fervants  bdon^« 
ing  to  the  company  <^¥hich  were  fold  fome  for 
twenty^  othars  for  thircy  pieces  of  eight)  as  alfo  al^ 
other  merchandizes  and  proprieties.    And  thus  all 
their  defigns  fell  to  the  gronod. 
/  On  this  occafiiw  I  was  aUb  fold,  being,  a  fervant 
tinder  the  £Etid  compac^y-  io  whofe  ferYioe  I  lef^ 
France  $  bot  my  fortnne  was  very  bad,  for  I  fell 
into  the  hsmds  of  the  moft  cnpel  and  perfidious  nun 
that  ever  was  bom»  who.  was  thea  governor^  or 
rather  lieotenant-gefiieral  of  that  ifland.     This  oua 
treated  mfrwithJUl  tb§  hard  oiage  in^ginat>l<?i  J^t 
with  that  of  hanger,  with  which  I  thought  I  fhpuld 
have  periihed  inevitably : ,  vdthaL    he   was    will- 
ing to  let  me  buy  my  freedom  and  liberty,  but  not 
under  the  ra(e  of  300  pieces  of  eight ;  I  not  being 
mailer  of  one  at  a  time  in  the  world.  At  lad,  throngh 
the  manifold  mtferief  I  endure^i  as.  alfo  afBiAioa 
of  mind,  I  wa^  thifowa  into  a  dangerous  ficknefs. 
This  mislbr$uiiei  added  tp  the  reft,  was  the  cauljp 
of  my  hap^inefe  s  for  my  wicked  mailer,  feeing  my 
cexK^tion^  began  to  fear,^  left  he  Ibould  lofe  his 
jBooies  with  my  life  ;  hereupon  be  fold  me  a  fecond 
time  to  a  fuigeon  for  fevcnty  pieces  of  eight.    Bo- 
il^ with  this  fecoi^maftery  I  began  fooa  to  recover 
my  health,  through  the  good  ufage  I  reqcivtd,  he 
being  much  more  bpmane.  ao^  civil  than  my  firft 
patron.  He  g^ve  mo  both-  clothes  and  very  goo4 
ibod,  and  after  L  had  (erved  him- but  one  year,  bp 
offered  me  my  liberty,  with  on^y  this  oiklitioo^ 
that  I  ihould  pay  him  100  pieces  of  eighty  when  I 

waft 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fta  fie  HIStORr  of  the 

was  in  a  capacity  fo  to  do.  Which  kiod  propo&f 
of  his  I  could  not  but  accept  with  infinite  joy  and 
gratitude. 

Being  now  at  liberty,  though  like  Adam  when  he 
was  firft  created,  that  is,  naked  and  deftitute  of  all 
human  neceflaries,  not  kno\ving  how  to  get  my  liv- 
ing, I  determined  to  enter  into  the  order  of  the 
pirates  or  robbers  at  (ea :  into  this  fociety  I  was 
received  with  common  confent,  both  of  the  fuperior 
and  vulgar  fort,  where  I  continued  till  1672.  Ha- 
ving  ai&fted  them  in  all  their  deiigns  and  attempts, 
and  ferved  them  in'  many  notable  exploits,  of  which 
hereafter  I  (hall  give  the^  reader  a  true  account,  I 
returned  to  my  own  native  country.  But  before  I 
begrn  my  relation,  I  (hall  fay  fomething<^the  ifland 
Hifpaniola,  which  lies  towards  the  weftern  part  of 
America,  as  alfo  give  my  reader  a  brief  defcrip- 
lion  thereof,  according  to  my  (leader  alHlity  and 
experience. 

C  H  A  P.  iir. 

yf  defer ^t ion  of  Hifpaniola* 

npH  E  large  and  rich  ifland  called  Hifpaniola  is 
•*'  fituate  from  17  degrees  to  19  degrees  latitude; 
the  circumference  is  300  leac^ues  ;  the  extent  from 
eaft  to  weft  120 ;  its  breath  almolt  5a,  being  broa- 
der or  narrower  at  certain  places.  This  ifland  was 
firft  difcj^vered  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  anno 
1492  ;  he  being  fent  for  this  purpofe  by  Ferdinand 
Icing  of  Spain ;  from  which  time  to  this  prefent,  the 
Spaniards  have  been  contlnuaUy  po(ie(ror8  thereof. 
There  are  upon  this  ifland  very  good  and  ftrong 
cities,  towns,  and  hamlets,  as  weU  as  a  great  number 
of  pleafent  country-houfes  and  plantations,  the  ef- 
fefts  of  the  offc  and  induftry  of  the  Spaniards,  its 
inhabitants. 

The 
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The  chief  city  and  metropdis  hereof  is  Santo 
Domingo ;  being  dedicated  to  St.  Domiuick,  from 
vrhom  it  derives  its  name:  it  is  fituate  towards  the 
fouth,  and  affords  a  moft  excellent  profpefl;  the 
country  round  about  being  embelliflied  with  innu- 
merable rich  plantations,  as  alfo  verdant  meadows 
and  fruitful  gardens  ;  all  which  produce  plenty 
and  variety  of  excellent  pleafant  fruits,  according  to 
the  nature  of  thofc  countries.  The  governor  of  the 
Hland  refides  in  this  city,  which  is,  as  it  were,  the 
.  ilorehoufe  "of  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages, 
which  hence  export  and  provide  ihemfelves  with  all 
Decenaries  for-  human  life,  and  yet  hath  it  this 
particularity  above  many  other  cities,  that  it  enter- 
tains nacommerce  with  any  nation  but  its  own,  the 
Spaniards.  The  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants 
are  rich  and  fubflantial  merchants  or  fhopkcepers. 

Another  city  of  this  ifland  is  San  J  ago  or  St. 
James,  being  confecrated  to  that  apoftle.  This 
is  an  open  place  without  walls  or  cadle,  fituate  in 
19  degrees  latitude.  The  inhabitants  are  generally 
■hunters  and  plantas,  the  adjacent  territory  and  foil 
bdng  very  proper  for  the  faid  exercifes  ;  the  city  is 
fwTounded  with  large  and  delicious  fields!,  as  much 
pteafing  to  the  view  as  thofe  of  Santo  Domingo; 
and  thefe  abound  with  beaAs  both  wild  and  tame, 
yielding  vaft  numbers  of  Adas  and  hides,  very  pro- 
fitable to  the  owners. 

In  the  fouth  part  of  this  ifland  is  another  city, 
^led  Nueftra  Sennora  de  Aha  Gracia.  This  ter- 
ritory produces  great  quantities  of  Cacao,  whereof 
the  inhabitants  make  great  ilore  of  the  ricbeft  cho- 
colate: here  grows  alfo  ginger  and  tobacco,  and 
much  tallow  is  made  of  the  bcafls  which  are  herc- 
4ibouts  bunted. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  beautiful  ifland  of  Hif- 
ipaaiola  often  refort  in  their  canoes  to  the  ifle  of 

Savona^ 
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Savona,  not  far  diftant,  where  is  thdr  chief 
fiflicr}',  efpecially  of  tortoifes.  Hither  thofe  filh 
conftantly  refort  in  great  nvultitudes  at  certain  fea- 
fons,  there  to  lay  their  eggs,  burying  them  io 
the  fands  of  the  fliole,  where  by  the  heat  of  the  futi, 
^hich  in  thofe  parts  is  very  ardent,  they  arc 
hatched.  This  ifland  of  Savona  has  little  or  no* 
thing  that  is  worthy  confideration,  being  fo  very 
barren  by  reafon  of  its  fandy  foil.  True  h  is,  that 
here  grows  fomefmall  quantity  of  Lignum  fan6lum, 
or  Gu'aiacumi  of  whofe  ufe  we  fay  fomething  in  an- 
other place. 

Weftward  of  Santo  Domingo  is  another  great 
village  called  El  Pueblo  de  Afo,  or  the  town  'of 
Afo;  the  inhabitants  thereof  drive  great  traflffck 
with  thofe  of  another  vilfage,  in  the  very  middle  of 
the  ifland,  and  is  called  San  Juan  de  Goave,  or  St. 
John  of  Goave.  This  is  invirbned  with  a  magni^- 
cent  profpe6t  of  gardens,  woods,  and  meadows. 
Its  territory  extends  above  twenty  leagues  in  length, 
and  grazes  a  great  number  of  wild  bulls  and  cows: 
in  this  village  fcarcc  dwell  any  others  than  hunters 
and  butchers,  who  flay  the  be^ds  that  are  killed. 
Thefc  are  for  the  moft  part  a  mungrel  fort  of  peo- 
ple; fome  of  which  are  bom  of  white  European  peo- 
ple and  negroes,  and  called  Mulatos  :  others  of  Indians 
and  white  people,  and  termed  Meftlcos  :  but  others 
come  of  negroes  and  Indians,  and  are  called  Alca- 
traces  :  bendes  which  forts  of  people  there  arefe- 
veral  other  fpecies  and  races,  both  here  and  in  other 
places  of  the  Well-Indies,  of  whom  this  account 
may  be  given,  that  the  Spaniards  love  bettdr  the 
negro  women  in  thofe  weftem  parts,'  or  the  tawny 
Indian  females,  than  their  own  white  European 
race ;  when  as,  peradventure,  the  negroes  and  In- 
4ians  have  greater  inclioations  to  the  white  women, 
or  thofe  that  come  near  them, '  the  tkwny,  than 

their 
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ihdr  own.  From  the  faid  villages  are  exported 
yearly  vaft  qpantiiics  of  taHow  aod  hides,  they^cx- 
crciriQg  no  other  traifick :  for  as  to  the  lands  in 
this  place»  they  are  not  cultivated)  by  reafoa  of 
the  exc^ve  drin^rs  of  the  foil.  Thefe  arc  the 
cbiefeft  places  that  the  Spaniards  poflefs  in  this 
iQand,  from  the^cape  ofLobos  towards.  St.  John 
de  Goave,  unto  the  cape  of  Samana  nigh  the  fea^ 
on  the  north  fide,  and  fron^  the  eaftcrn'  part  to- 
wards the  fea^  called  Punta  de  Efpada.  All  the 
reft  of  the  illand  is  poflbned  by  the  French^  who 
are  alfo  planters  and  hunters. 

This  jfland  hath  very  good  ports  for  (hips  from 
the  cape  ofLobos  to  the  cape  of  Tiburon,  on  the 
weft  fide  thereof.  In  this  fpace  there  ar?  no  lefs 
than  four  ports,  exceeding  in  goodnefs,  largencfs, 
and  fecurity,  even  the  very  beft  of  England.  Be- 
fidcs  thefe,  from  the  cape  of  Tiburon  to  the  cape 
of  Donna  Maria,  there  are  two  very  excellent  ports, 
and  from  this  cape  to  the  cape  of  St.  Nicholas, 
there  are  no  lefs  than  twelve  others.  Every  one  of 
thefe  ports  hath  alfo  the  confluence  of  two  or  three 
good  rivers,  in  which  are  great  plenty  of  feveral 
foris  of  fi(h  very  pleafing  to  the  palate.  The  coun- 
try hereabouts  is  well  watered  with  large  and  deep 
rivers  and  brooks,  fo  that  this  part  of  the  land  may 
eafily  be  cultivated  without  any  great  fear  of 
droughts,  beca.ufe  of  thefe  excellent  flreams.  The 
iearcoafts  and  ihores  are  alfo  very  pleafant,  to  which 
the  tortoifes  re(brt  in  large  numbers  to  lay  their 
eggs.  This  ifland  was  formerly  very  well  peopled 
on  the  north  fide,  with  many  towns  and  villages ; 
but  thefe  being  rained  by  the  Hollanders  were  - 
at  laft,  for  the  greateft  part,  deferted  by  thq 
Spaniards. 

CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P    IV. 

Of  the  fruits^  trees ^  and  animah  of  HiJ}aniola » 

THE  fpacious  fields  of  this  ifland  commonly 
are  five  or  fix  leagues  in  length,  the  beauty 
>vhereof  is  fo  pleafing  to  the  eye,  that,  together 
with  the  great  variety  of  their  natural  produftions, 
they  captivate  the  fenfes  of  the  beholder.  For  here  at 
once,  they  not  only  with  diverfity  of  objeftsreecrate 
tlie  fight,    but  with  many  of  the  fame   do    alio 
pleafe  the  fmell,  and  with  moft  contribute  delights 
to  the  tafte ;  alfo  they  flatter  and  excite  the  appetite 
cfpecially  with  the  multitudes  of  oranges  arid' le- 
mons here  growing,  *both  fwect  and  four,  and  thofe 
that  participate  of  both  taftes,  and  are  only  plea- 
fantly  tartlfh.     Bcfides,  here  abundantly  grow  fc- 
veral   forts  of  fruit,  fuch  are  Citrons,  Toronjas, 
and  Limas ;  in  Englifli  not  improperly  called  crab- 
lemons.  True  it  is  that  the  lemons  exceed  not  here 
the  bignefs  of  an  hen's  egg,  which  fmallnefs  dif- 
tinguifhes  them  from  thofe  of  Spain  moft  frequently 
ofed  in  thefe  our  northern  countries.     The  date- 
trees,  which  here  cover  very  fpacious  plains,  are  ex- 
ceeding tall;  which  notwithftanding  doth  not  offend 
but  delight  the  view.  '  Tlieir  height  is  from  1 50  to 
200  feet,  being  deflltute  of  branches  to  the  very 
top ;  within  it  is  a  certain  pleafant  white  fubftancc 
like  that  of  white  cabbage,  whence  the  branches 
and  leaves  fprbut,  in  which  the  feeds  or  dates  are 
contained.  Every  month  one  of  thofe  branches  falls, 
and  at  the  fame  time  another  fprouts  out;  but  the 
feed  ripens  not  but  once  a  ytar.     The  dates  are 
food  extremely  coveted  by   the  hedge  hogs  5  the 
white  fubftance  at  the  top  of  the  tree  is  ufed  by  the 
Spaniards  as  cabbage  in  Europe,  they  cutting  it  in 
flices,  and  boiling  it  in  their  ollas  with  all  forts  of 
.,  meat. 
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mear't    The  leaves  of  this  date-tree  are  feven  or 
cightlfeet  long,  and   three  or  four  broad,   being 
very  fit  to  cover  houfes  ;  for  they  defend  from  raia 
equally  with  the  bed  tiles,  though  never  fo  rudely 
huddled  together :  they  ufe  them  alfo  to  wrap  up 
fmoked  flefti,  and  to  make  buckets  tp  carry  water 
in,  thoagh  not   durable  for  above  fix,  feven,  or 
eight  days.     Thefe  cabbages,  for   fo  we   fhall  call 
ihem,  are  greenifh  on  the  outfide,  though  inwardly 
very  white,  whence  may  be  feparated  a  rind  very 
like  to  parchment,  being  fit    to  write  on  as  we  do 
on  paper.     The  bodies  of  thefe  trees  are  of  a  huge 
thicknefs,  which  two  men  can  hardly  compafs  with 
their  arms,  and  yet  they  cannot  properly  be  termed 
woody,  but  only  three  or  four  inches  deep  in  thick- 
nefs, all  the  reft  of  the  internal  part  being  very  foft ; 
fo  that  paring  ofFthofe  three  or  four  inches  of  woody 
fubftance,  the  remaining  part  may  be  fliced  like  new 
cheefe  :  they  wound  them  three  or  four  feet  above 
the  root,  and  making  an  incifion  in  the  body,  from 
thence  gently  diftils  a  liquor,  which  in  a  fhort  time 
ftrmenting  becomes  as  fironjg  as  the  richeft  wine, 
and  which  eafily  inebriates,  if  not  ufed  with  mo- 
deration.   The  French  call  thefe  palm-trees  Frauk- 
Palms,  and  they  only  grow  here  or  elfewhere  in 
faltiQi  ground. 

Befides  thefe  palm-trees  which  we  have  men- 
tioned, there  are  in  Hifpaniola  four  oiffer  fpecits  of 
palms,  diftingn'fhed  by  the  names  of  Latanier, 
Palma  Efpinofa,  "or  prickle- palm,  Palma  a  Cha- 
pter, or  Rofary  Palm.  The  latanier  palm  is 
not  fo  tall  as  the  wine*palm,  but  almofl  of  the 
fame  fliape,  only  the  leaves  are  like  the  fans 
oar  women  ufe  :  they  grow  moftly  in  gravelly 
and  fandy  ground,  their  circumference  being  of 
fcven  feet  more  or  lefs.  The  body  hath  man^ 
prickles  or  thorns,  half  a  foot  long,  very  (liarp  and 
pungent.  It  produces  its  feed  like  as  that  above- 
Vol.  I.  B  mentioned^ 
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mentioned,  which  fervcs  for  fooA  to  the  wild 
beafts. 

The  piickle-palm,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  is  in- 
finitely full  of  prickles  from  the  root  to  the  very 
leaves,  much  more  than  the  precedent.  With  thefe 
prickles  the  barbarous  Indians  ufe  to  torment  the 
prifoncrs  they  take  in  baitlp;  they  tie  them  to  a 
tree,  then  taking  thefe  thorns,  they  put  them  into 
little  pellets  of  cotton  dipt  in  oil,  and  flick  them  into 
the  fides  of  the  miferable  prifoners  as  thick  as  the 
briftles  of  a  hedgehog,  which  caufe  an  incredible 
torment  to  the  patic/it ;  then  they  fet  them  on  fire, 
and  if  the  tormented  prifoner  fing  in  the  midft  of 
•of  his  loru;ients  he  is  efteemed  a  courageous  foidier, 
who  neither  fears  his  enemies  nor  their  torments ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  cries  out,  they  efteem  him 
a  coward,  and  unworthy  of  any  memory.  This 
cufto'm  was  told  me  by  an  Indian,  who  faid  he  had 
ufed  his  enemies  thus  oftentimes.  Th6  like  cru- 
elties to  thefe  many  Chriftians  have  feen  while  they 
lired  among  thofe  barbarians.  But  returning  to 
the  prickle-palm,  I  (hall  only  tell  you,  that  this 
palm-tree  in  this  only  differs  from  the  laianier,  that 
the  leaves  are  like  thofe  of  the  frank  palm  ;  its 
feed  is  like  that  of  the  other  palm-trees,  being  only 
much  bigger  and  rounder,  and  full  of  little  kernels, 
as  pleafing  lo  the  tafle  as  our  walnuts  in  Europe. 
This  tree  grows  for  the  mofl  part  in  the  marfhes 
^nd  low  grounds  of  the  fea-coaft. 

The  wine-palm  is  fo  called  from  the  abundance 
of  wine  gathered  from  it.  This  palm  grows  in 
high  and  rocky  mountains,  not  exceeding  the  height 
of  forty  or  fifty  feet,  but  yet  of  an  extraordinary 
fhape  or  form:  for,  from  the  root  up  half-way,  it 
is  only  three  or  four  inches  thick,  but  upwards 
fomething  above  two-thirds  of  its  height ;  it  is  as 
big  and  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  bucket  or  milk- 
yail ;  withm  ib  is  full  of  a  certain  matter,  very 
2  much 
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much  like  the  tender  ftalk  of  a  white  cabbage^ 
which  is  very  juicy  of  a  liquor  very  pleafing  to  the 
palate.  This  liquor  after  fermentation,  and  fettling 
of  the  grounds,  becomes  very  good  and  clear  wine, 
withoat  any  great  pains  ;  for  having  wounded  the 
the  tree  with  a  hatchet,  they  make  a  fquare  incifion 
or  orifii  e  in  it,  through  which  they  bruife  the  faid 
matter,  till  it  may  be  fqueezcd  out,  or  cxprefTed  with 
the  hands,  they  needing  no  other  inftrument. 
With  the  leaves  they  make  velfcls,  not  only  to  fettle 
and  porify  the  faid  liquor,  but  alfo  to  drink  it.  It 
bears  its  fruit  like  to  other  palms,  but  very  fmall, 
being  like  cherries  :  the  tafte  !s  very  good,  but  dan- 
gerous to  the  throat,  caufing  extreme  pains,  which 
produce  malignant  quinfies. 

The  Palm  a  Chapelet,  or  Rofary  Palm,  fo  called 
by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  becaufe  its  feed  is 
Tery  fit  to  make  rofaries  or  beads  to  fay  prayers 
upoo,  they  being  fmall,  hard,  and  eafily  bored. 
*  This  fourth  fpecies  grows  onthc^tops  of  thghigheft 
mountains,  and  is  of  an  exceffive  tallneil,  very 
ftraight,  and  hath  veiy  few  leaves. 

Here  grows  alfo  a  certain  fort  of  Apricot- trees, 
nrhofe  fruit  equals  in  bignefs  that  of  our  ordinary 
melons :  the  colour  is  like  afhes,  and  the  taAe  the 
very  fame  with  that  of  ours  in  Europe;  the  ftones 
of  this  fruit  are  as  big  as  a  hen's  egg.  On  thcfe 
the  wild  boars  feed  very  delicioudy,  and  fatten  to 
admiration. 

The  trees  called  Caremites  are  very  like  to  our 
pear-trees,  whofc  fruits  refemble  our  damafcene 
plums,  or  prunes  of  Europe,  being  of  a  very  plea- 
fant  and  agreeable  taOe  :  this  fruit  is  black  on  the 
Infide,  and  the  kernels  thereof,  fometimes  only  two, 
fometimes  three  or  four,  as  big  as  a  lupine.  This 
plum  affords  no  lefs  ple«nfaQt  food  to  the  wUd 
B  z  boars, 
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boars  than  the  apricots  above-mentioned,  only  it  is 
not  io  commonly  iFound,  nor  in  fuch  quantities. 

The  Genipa-trees  are  ail  over  this  ifland,  being 
like  our  cherry-trees,  though  the  branches  are  more 
dilated  :  the  fruit  thereof  is  afli- coloured,  as  big  as 
two  ^i\.$,  which  is  full  of  majiy  prickles  or  points, 
involved  under  a  thin  membrane  or  flcin,  which,  if 
not  taken  away  at  the  time  of  eating,  caufes  great 
obftruftions  and  gripings  of  the  belly.  Before  this 
fruit  grows  ripe,  if  preffed,  it  affords  a  juice  as 
black  as  ink,  being  fit  to  write  withal ;  but  the  let- 
ters difappear  within  nine  days,  the  paper  remain- 
ing as  white  as  if  it  never  had  been  written  on. 
The  wood  of  this  tree  is  very  Arong,  folid,  and 
hard,  good  to  build  (hips,  feeing  it  lafts  many  years 
in  the  water  without  putrefaction. 

Befides  thefc,  divers  other  forts  of  trees  are  na- 
tives of  this  ifland,  producing  very  excellent  and 
pleafant  fruits.  Of  thefe  I  (liall  omit  to  name  feve« 
ral,  knowing  there  are  learned  authors  who  have 
defcrib^  and  fearched  them  with  greater  attention 
and  curiofity  ;  but  I  flaall  mention  fome  few  more 
in  particular  :  fuch  are  the  Cedars,  which  this  part 
of  the  world  produces  in  prodigious  quantities: 
the  French  call  them  Acajou,  and  they  find  them 
ufeful  for  building  fhips  and  canoes.  Thefe  canoes 
are  like  little  wherry-boats,  being  made  of  only  one 
tree,  hollowed,  and  fitted  for  the  fea :  they  ore  fo 
fwift,  that  they  may  be  well  called  Neptune's  poft- 
horfes.  The  Indian3  make  thefe  canoes  without 
'any  iron  inftruments,  by  only  burning  the  trees 
nigh  the  root,  and  then  fo  governing  the  .fire,  as 
nothing  is  burnt  more  than  what  they  would  have.  . 
Some  have  hatchets  of  flint,  with  which  they  fcrape 
or  pare  off  whatfoever  was  burnt  too  far ;  and  thus 
by  fire  only  they  give  them  that  fliape  which  ren- 
ders 


*     -1  -       ^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BccANiERS,  tff.  of  America.        29 

dcrs  them  capable  of  navigating  60  or  80  leagues 
vith  ordinary  fecurity. 

As  to  medidnal  produftions,  here  is  to  be  found 
the  tree  that  affords  the  Gum  Elemi  ufcd  in  our 
apothecaries  (hops  ;  likcwifcGuaiacum,  or  Lignum 
Sanftum,  Lignum  Aloes,  Aloe  Wood,  C  :lTi.i  Llg- 
nea,  China  Roots,  with  fcveral  others.  The  tree 
Mnpou,  befides  that  it  is  medicinal,  is  alfo  ulcJ  for 
making  canoes,  being  very  thick  ;  yet  it  is  mucli 
inferior  to  the  Acajou,  or  Cedar,  being  forr.e\vhr.c 
fpongy,  fucking  in  much  water,  which  renders  ic 
dangerous  in  navigation.  The  tree  called  AccMi^ti 
hath  its  wood  very  hard  and  heavy,  and  of  tl'.o 
colour  of  palm,  which  renders  it  very  fit  to  make 
oars  for  the  fugar-mills.  Here  are  alfo,  in  great 
quantities,  Brafilete,  or  Brafil  wood,  and  that  which 
the  Spaniards  call  Manchanilla. 

Brafil  wood  is  now  very  ^VelI  known  in  Holland 
and  the  Low  Colmtcies ;  it  is  called  alfo  by  the 
Spaniards,  Lerma  de  Peje  pnlo-';  it  ferves  oiily,  or 
chiefly,  for  the  ^trade  of  dyers:  it  grows  abun- 
dantly along  the  fea-coafts,  efpecially  In  two  places, 
caited  Jacmel  and  Jaquina.  Thcle  are  V9io  com- 
modious ports  or  bays,  capable  of  receiving  (hips 
of  the  greatift  bulk. 

The  tree  called  Manchauilla,  or  Dwarfappfe- 
.  tree,  grow5  near  the  fea-fhore,  being  naturally  fo 
lo\\^,  that  its  branches,  tliough'  never  fo  fhort,  al- 
ways touch  the  water  :  it  beings  ^a^- fruit  fomewhat 

•  like  a  fweet-fcented  apple,  which  yet  is  of  a  very 
venomous  quaUty ;  foi^  thefe  apples  b^ing  eaten  by 
any  perfon,  he  inftantly  changes  colour,  and  fuch 
a  third  feizes  him,* as  all  ftie  water  of  i\\^  Thames 

'  cannot  quench,  he  dying  raving  naad  within  a  littte 
while;     But  what  is  raott  ftrimge,  the  fifh  that  eat, 

•  as  it  often  happens,  of  this  fruit,  are  alfo  poifon- 
ous.     This  tree  affords  a  liqHor  thick  and  white, 

•  -  B  I  like- 
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Jike  the  fig  tree,  which,  if  touched  by  the  hand, 
raifes  blillers,  and  ihefe  are  as.  red  as  if  it  had 
'beec  fcalded.  One  day,  being  hugely  tormented 
with  mofquitos  or  gnats,  and  being  a^  yet  unac- 
cjuainred  with  the  nature  of  this  tree,  I  cut  a 
branch  to  ferve  rae  for  a  fan  ,  but  all  my  face  was 
fwellcd  the  next  day,  and  filled  with  blilters,  as  if 
it  were  burnt,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  blind 
for  three  days. 

Yaco  is  another  fort  of  tree,  fo  called  by  the  Spa- 
niards, growing  by  the  livcr  fides.  This  bears  a 
fruit  like  our  buliace  or  damfon-plums,  which, 
when  ripe,  is  extremely  coveted  by  the  wild  boars, 
with  which  they  fatten  as  much  as  our  hogs  do 
with  the  fweeteil  acorns  of  Spain,  Thefe  trees 
Jove  a  fandy  ground,  yet  are  (o  low,  that  their 
branches  being  very  large,  they  take  up  a  great  cif 
cumference,  almoft  couching  on  the  ground.  The 
trees  named  Abelcofes  bear  fruit  of  like  colour  with 
the  Yacocs  above-mentioned,  of  the  bignefs  of  me- 
lons, the  feeds  or  keinels  being  as  big  as  egge* 
The  fubftance  of  this  fruit  is  yellow,  and  of  a 
pleafant  talle,  which  the  pooreft  among  the  French 
'  cat  inAead  of  bread,  the  wild  boars  not  carmg  at 
all  for  it.  Thefe  trees  grow  very  tall  and  thick, 
being  fomewhat  like  our  largeft  pear-trees. 

As  to  the  in&£ls  of  this  ifland,  I  (hall  only  re- 
mark three  forts  of  flies,  which  exceffively  torment 
all  human  bodies,  but  efpecially  fuch  as  were  never 
or  but  little  acquainted  with  thefe  countries.  The 
iirft  fort  are  as  big  as  our  common  horfe-flies  in 
Europe,  and  thefe  darting  themfelves  upon  mens 
bodies,  there  ftick,  and  fuck  their  blood,  till  they 
can  fly  no  longer.  Their  importunity  obliges  to 
make  almoft  condtuial  ufe  of  branches  of  trees  to 
fan  them  away^  The  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts  call 
tb^m  Mofi^uicQS  or  gnats  j    but  the  French  call 

them 
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'  them  Maraoguines.  The  fecood  fort  is  no  bigger 
than  a  grain  of  fand  ;  thefc  make  00  buzzing  noiie, 
as  I  he  preceding  fpccics  do,  lb  arc  Ids  avoidable, 
bei[)g  able  alfo,  through  their  fmallncfs,  to  pene- 
trate the  fincft  linen  or  cloih.  The  hunters  arc 
forced  to  anoint  their  faces  with  hog's  greafe,  to 
dcftnd  thcmfelves  from  their  flings;  by  night,  in 
tl:ieir  huis  or  cottages,  they  conllanily  burn  the 
leaves  of  tobacco,  without  which  fmoke  they  could 
not  reft.  True  it  is,  in  the  day- time  they  are  not 
very  iroubltfome,  in  cafe  any  wind  be  ftirring,  for 
this,  though  never  fo  little,  difiipatcs  them.  The 
gnats  of  the  third  fpccics  exceed  not  the  bignefs  of 
a  grain  cf  rauftard  ;  their  colour  is  red  ;  thefe  ftr.g 
cot  at  all,  but  bite  fo  iharply,  as  to  create  little 
ulcers;  whence  it  often  happens  that  the  face 
fwells,  and  is  rendered  frightful  to  the  view,  Thefc 
are  chiefly  tronblefomc  by  day,  even  from  morning 
till  fun-fet,  after  which  they  take  their  reft,  ana 
permit  human  bodies  to  do  fo.  The  Spaniards  call 
tbefe  Rojados,  and  the  French  Calarodes. 

The  infe^h  which  the  Spaniards  call  Cochinillas, 
and  the  Englifh  glow-worms,  arc  alfo  to  be  found 
here.  Thefc  arc  very  much  like  thofe  of  Europe, 
but  fomewhat  bigger,  and  longer :  tliey  have  two* 
little  fpecks  on  their  heads,  which  by  night  give  io 
much  light,  that  three  or  four  of  them  together 
upon  a  tree  feem  at  a  diftance  like  a  bright  fhining 
fire.  I  had  once  three  of  thefe  Cochiniilas  in  my 
cottage,  which  continued  there  till  paft  midniglit, 
fhining  fo  brightly,  that  without  any  other  light,  I 
could  eafily  read  in  any  book,  of  never  fo  fmall  a 
print.  I  attempted  to  bring  fome  of  them  to  Eu- 
rope, but  as  foon  as  they  came  into  a  colder  di- 
mate  they  died :  they  loft  alfo  their  fhining,  upon 
tb^  change  of  a^rj,  before  their  deaths.  This  fhining 
B  4  is 
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is  fo  great,  that  the  Spaniards,  with  great  reafoo, 
call  them  Mofcas  de  fuego,  that  is,  Fire-flies. 

There  are  alfo  in  Plifpaniola  a  great,  number  of 
Grillones,  or  ciickets  :  thefe  are  of  an  extraordinary 
magnitude,  if  compared  to  ours,  and  fo  noify,  that, 
they  are  ready  to  burft  themfelves  with  Tinging,  if  any 
perlon  comes  near  them.  Here  is  not  a  lefs  number  of 
reptiles,  ns  ferpents,  &c.  but  by  a  particular  provi- 
dence of  the  Creator,  thefe  have  no  poifon,  neittier 
do  they  any  other  harm  than  catch  fowls,  but  more 
cfpeci^iliy  pullets,  pigoons,  and  the  like.  Often- 
times thefe  ferpents  or  fnakes  are  ufeful  in  houfes, 
to  clear  them  of  rats  and  mice  ;  for  with  great  cun- 
ning they  counterfeit  their  (bricks,  and  hereby  dc-  . 
ceive  and  catch  them  ^t  their  pleafure:  having 
taken  them,  they  only  fuck  their  blood  at  firfb^ 
then  throwing  away  the  guts,  they  fwallow  ahnoft 
entire  the  reft  of  the  body,  which  they  readily  di- 
geft  into  foft  excrements.  Another  fort  of  reptiles 
of  this  ifland  is  called  Cazadores  de  Mofcas,  or 
Fly-catchers.  Tbis  name  .was  given  to  this  rep- 
tile by  t^.e  Spaniards,  by  rcafon  they,  never  could 
experiment  that  it  lived  upop  any  other  food  thaa' 
flies.  Hence  it  cannot  be  faid  that  this  creature 
caufes  any  harm,  to  the  inhabitants,  but  rather  bene- 
fit, feeing  it  confuraes  the  vexatious  and  trouble- 
fome  flies. 

Here  are  alfo  many  land- tor toi fes ;  thefe  breed 
moflily  in  mud,  and  fields  overflowed  with  water. 
The  inhabitants  eat  them  as  very  good  food.  But 
here  are  a  fort  of  very  hideous  fpiders ;  thefe  are  as 
big  as  an  ordinary  egg,  and  ftieir  feet  as  long  as 
thofe  of  the  biggeft  fea-crabs  :  ihey  are  very  hairy 
withal,  and  have  four  black  teeth,  like  a  rabbit's 
both  in  bignefs  and  fliape ;  bat  their  bitings  are  not 
venomous,  though  they  can  bite  very  (harp,  and  do* 
Very  commonly.     They  breed  moftly  in  the  roofs 

of 
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of  hcufcs.  In  this  ifland  alfo  is  the  infeft  called 
in  Latm  MiHepes,  and  in  Greek-  Scolopendria, 
Many-ftet ;  and  likewife  Scorpions:  yet  by  the 
providence  of  nature,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
are  poifonous ;  for  though  they  often  bite,  yet  the 
wounds  require  not  any  niedicament  for  their  cure ; 
and  though  their  bi tings  cnufe  fome  ioflummation  aird 
fwelling  at  firft,  yet  thefe  fymptoms  difappear  of 
their  owti  accord.  Thus  in  Hifpaniola  no  venom- 
ous animal  is  found. 

After  the  infe6^s,  I  fhall  fay  fomething  of  that 
terrible  beaft  called  Cayman  :  this  is  a  f'pccies  of 
nhe     crocodile,     wherewith    this    ifland   abounds. 
Among  ihefe  Caymans,  fome  are  found  to  be  very 
large,  and  horrible  to  the  fight;  fome  have  been 
feen  no  lefs  than  fcventy  feet  long,  and  twelve  broad ; 
yet  more  marvellous  than  their  bulk  is  their  cun- 
ning and  fubtlety :  being  hungry,  they  place  them- 
fclves  nigh  the  fides  of  rivers,  efpecially  at  the  fords 
where  cattle  come   to  drink,  or  wade  over ;  here 
they  lie  without  any  motion,  rcfcmbling  an  old  tree 
feilen  into  the  river,  floati:vg  upon  the  waters  ;  yet 
they   go    not  far  from   the   bank^,  but  continually 
lurch    in    the  fame  place,  rill  fome  wild  W.^v  or 
cow   come   to  drink,    or   rctrelh    ihemfelves  ;  and 
then,  with  great  adivity,  they  fcize  on  them  with 
no  iefs  fierce  lie  (s,^ad  dr  a. Tiding  the  prey  iiU(j  the    , 
water,    ftille  it  i^but  what  is  more  admirable,  \%  I 
tiiat  three  or  fotirliays  bt-rore  the*  Caymans  i^o  vpoa  1 
thk  dcfign,  they  eat  nolhinc^  at  all,  but  divinj  into 
the  river-,   they  fv^'allow  a  hundred  \s^eiglit:  or  two 
ot  floncs  ;   with*  thefe  they  r^ndefr  ihemfclves  hen- 
vicT  til  an  before,  and  add   to   their  natural  ilrenoth 
(v/hich  is  very  great)  thereby  to  make  their  ailliult 
tho  more  terrible  and  fccurcTJ  The  prey  thus  flifled, 
they  Lc  it  lie  four  or  five  days  under  water  untouch* 
ed,  tor  they  cannot  cat.  the  kail  bit  onlefs  it  is  hnlf 
B  5  rouenj. 
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rotten  ;  but  when  it  is  fo  tnuch  putrefied  as  Is  moA 
pleafing  to  thdr  palates,  they  devour  it  with  great 
appetite  and  voracity.     If  they  can  light  on    any 
hides  of  beafts^  placed  by  the  inhabitants  in    the 
fields  for  drying,  they  drag  them  into  the  -water, 
leaving  them  for  fome  days,    well   loaded     -with 
ilones,  till  the  hair  falls  off;  then  they  eat   them 
with  no  lefs  appetite  than  they  would  the  animaJs 
themfelves.    I  have  feen  myfelfi  many  times,   Jike 
things  to  thefe  I  write :  but  befide  my  own  expe* 
rience,  many  writers  of  natural  things  have  made 
entire  treatifes  of  thefe  animals,    defcribing  their 
fhape,  magnitude,  voracity,  and  other  qualicies.    A 
certain  perfon  of  good  credit  told  me,  that  one  day 
he  was  by  a  river  fide  wafhing  his  baraca,  or  teat  : 
as  foon  as  he  began  his  work,  a  Cayman  faAened 
upon  the  tent,  and  dragged  it  under  water :  the 
man,  defirous  to  fave  his  tent,  pulled,  on  the  con* 
trary,  with  all  his  flrength,  having  in  his  mouth  a 
butcher's  knife  (with  which,  as  it  happened,  he 
was  fcraping  the  canvas)  to  defend  himfelf,  in  cafe 
of  neccflity.     The  Cayman,  angry  at  this,  vaulted 
upon  him  out  of  the  river,  and   drew  him  with 
great  celerity  into  the  water,  endeavouring  with  his 
weight  to  ftifle  him.     He  finding  himfelf  in  the 
greateft  exti;eniity,  almoil  cru(hed  to  death  by  that 
huge  animal,  with  his  knife  he  gave  the  Cayman 
feveral  wounds  in  the  belly,  with  which  he  fud- 
denly  expired.     Being  thus  delivered  from  danger, 
be  drew  the  Cayman  out  of  the  wat)sr,  and  opened 
the  body,  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity :  in  his  ftomach 
he  found  near  a  hundred  weight  of  Hones,  each 
fione  being  ahndt  as  big  as  his  fift. 

The  Caymans  are  ordinarily  bufied  in  catching 
flies,  which  they  eagerly  devour :  the  occafion  is> 
1)ecaufe  clofc  to  their  fkin  they  have  little  fcales, 
which  have  a  fweet  fi:eot,  fomewhat  like  muiki 
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this  aromatic  odour  the  flies  love,  and  here  they 
come  to  repofe  themfelvcs,  and  fting ;  thus  they 
both  perfecute  each  other  continually,  with  an  in- 
credible hatred  and  antipathy.  Their  manner  of 
procreating  and  hatching  their  yoong  is  thus  :  they 
approach  the  fandy  banks  of  fome  rirer  expofed  tp 
the  fonth  fun;  among  thefe  fands  they  lay  their  ^ 
^ggs,  which  afterwards  they  cover  with  their  feet ; 
and  here  they  find  a  young  generation  hatched  onl^ 
by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  Thefe,  as  foon  as  they  are 
out  of  the  (hell,  by  natural  inftinft  run  to  the  wa- 
ter. Many  times  thefe  eggs  are  dcftroyed  by  birds, 
that  find  them  as  they  fcrape  ainong  the  fands : 
hereupon  the  female  Caymans,  when  they  fear  the 
coming  of  any  flocks  of  birds,  oftentimes  by  night 
fwallow  thefe  their  eggs,  and  keep  them  in  their 
Aomachs  till  the  danger  is  over,  ahd  then  they  bury 
them  again,  and,  as  I  have  told  you,  bring  theni 
forth  again  out  of  their  bellies,  till  the  fcafon  i« 
cotTiC  ctf  their  being  hatched  ;  then,  if  the  mothe? 
be  nigh,  they  run  to  her,  and  play  with  her,  a» 
little  whelps  do  with  their  dams.  In  this  fort  of 
fport  tffey  will  often  run  in  and  out  of  their  mo- 
ther's belly,  even  as  rabbits  into  their  holes.  I  my- 
felf  have  often  fpied  them  thus  at  play  with  thewr 
rfams,  ove-  the  water,  upon  the  contrary  banks  of 
fome  river,  and  have  difturbed  their  fport,  by 
throwing  a  ftone  that  way,  caufing  them  on  a  fud-  *      \ 

den  to  creep  into  the  mother's  bowels  for  fear. 
The  manner  of  procreating  of  thefe  animals  is 
always  fuch  as  I  have  related,  and  at  the  fome  time  / 
of  the  year ;  for  they  nacdtHe  not  with  one  another  . 
but  in  May,  They  call  them  in  this  country  Cro-  I 
codiles,  though  in  other  places  of  the  Well-lr  dies  ' 
they  go  under  the  name  of  Caymans. 

B6  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Of  all  the  forts  of  quadrupedei  and  birds   of  this 
ifland :  as  alfo  a  relation  of  the  French  bucaniersm 

T)  Efide  the  fruits  which  this  ifland  produces,  whofe 
^  plent}',  as  is  faid,  furpaflcs  all  the  iflaads  of 
America  ;  it  abounds  alfo  with  all  forts  of  quadru- 
pedes,  as  horfes,  bulls,  cows,  .  wild  boars,  and 
others,  very  ufeful  to  mankind,  not  only  for  food, 
but  for  cultivating  the  ground,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  commerce. 

Here  are  vaft  numbers  of  wild  dogs ;  thefe  de- 
flroy  yearly  many  cattle  :  for  no  fooner  hath  a  cow 
calved,  or  a  mare  foaled,  but  thefe  wild  maftifis 
devour  the  young,  if  they  find  not  refiftance  from 
keepers,  and  domeftic  dogs.  They  run  up  anddowa 
the  woods  and  fields,  commonly  fifty,  ihreefcore, 
or  more  together,  being  withal  fo  fierce,  that  they 
will  often  aflault  an  entire  herd  of  wild  boars,  not 
ccafing  to  worry  them  till  they  have  fetched  down 
two  or  three.  One  day  a  French  bucnnief  (lie wed 
ire  a  ftrange  a6lion  of  this  kind  :  being  in  the  fields 
a  hunting  together,  we  heard  a  afcat  noife  of  dogs^ 
which  liad  furrounded  a  wild  boar :  having  tame 
ilogs  with  us,  we  left  them  to  the  cuflody,  of  our 
fervants,  being  defirous  to  fee  the  fpoit.  Hence 
my  companion  and  I  climbed  up  two  feveral  trees, 
both  for  fecurity  and  profpeft.  The  wild  boar,  all 
alone,  flood  againft  a  tree,  defending  himfelf  with 
his  tufks  from  a  great  number  of  dogs  that  inclo- 
{vA  him,  killed  with  his  teeth,  and  wounded  feve- 
ral of  them.  This  bloody  fight  continued  about  an 
hour,  the  wild  boar,  mean  while,  attempting  ma.- 
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at  oDe  pull  he  tore  in  pieces.  The  reft  of  the  dogs, 
perceiviog  the  courage  of  their  companion^  faAened 
likcwife  on  the  boar,  and  prefenily  kiiled  hint. 
This  done,  all  of  them,  the  firft  only  excepted,  lakl 
themfclves  down  upon  the  ground  about  the  prey, 
and  there  peaceably  continued,  till  he,  the  firft  and 
mod  courageous  of  the  troop,  had  eat  as  much  as 
he  could  :  when  this  dog  had  left  off,  all  the  reft 
fell  in  to,  take  their  (hare,  till  nothing  was  left. 
What  ought  we  to  infer  from  this  notable  a£tioo> 
performed  by  wild  animals,  but  this,  that  even 
beafts  themfelves  are  not  dcflitute  of  knowledge, 
and  that  they  give  us  documents  how  to  honour 
liich  as  have  defervcd  well  5  even  fincc  thefc  irra- 
tional animals  did  reverence  and  refpeA  him  that  . 
expofed  his  life  to  the  greateft^dangcr  againft  the 
common  enemy  ? 

The  governor  of  Tortuga,.  Monfieur  Ogerony 
finding  that  the  wild  dogs  killed  fo  many  of  the 
wild  boars,  that  the  hunters  of  that  ifland  had  much 
ado  to  find  any ;  fearing  Itft  that  common  fufte- 
nance  of  the  idand  (hould  fail,  fent  for  a  great  quan* 
tity  of  poifon  from  France  to  deftroy  the  wild  maf- 
tifts  :  this  was  done  anno  1668,  by  commanding 
horfes  to  be  killed,  and  empoifoned,  and  laid  open 
at  certain  places  where  the  wild  dogs  ufed  to  rtfort; 
This  being  continued  for  fix  months,  there  were 
killed  an  incredible  number  ;  and  yet  all  this  could 
TiOt  exterminate  and  deftroy  the  race,  or  fcarce 
ciiminifh  them,  their  number  appearing  almoft  as 
large  as  before.  Thefe  wild  dogs  arc  eafily  tamed 
amongm.fi,  even  as*tame  as  ordinary  houfe-dogs. 
The  honters  of  ihofe  parts,  whenever  they  find  a 
wild  bitch  with  whelps,  commonly  take  away  the 
puppies,  and  bring  them  home ;  which  being  grown 
iip,  rhey  bunt  much  better  than  other  dogs. 

But^ 
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But  here  the  carioas  reader  may  perhaps  enquire 
how  fo  many  wild  dogs  came  here.  The  occafioa 
was,  the  Spaniards  having  polTefled  thefe  ifles, 
found  them  peopled  with  Indians,  a  barbarous 
people,  fenfual  and  brutifii,  hating  all  labour,  and 
*  only  inclined  to  killing,  and  making  war  againA 
their  neighbours,  not  out  of  ambition,  but  only 
becauTe  they  agreed  not  with  themfelvcs  in  fome com- 
mon terms  of  language,  and  perceiving  the  dominion  • 
of  the  Spaniards  laid  great  reflrid^ions  upon  their  lazy 
and  brutifli  cuftoms,  they  conceived  an  irreconcile* 
able  hatred  againft  them;  but  efpecially  becaufe 
they  faw  them  take  pofleffion  of  their  kingdoms  and 
dominions.  Hereupon  they  made  againft  them  all 
the  refiftance  they  could,  oppofing  every  where 
their  defigns  to  the  utmoft :  and  the  Spaniards 
finding  themfelves  cruelly  hated  by  the 'Indians,  and 
DO  where  fecure  from  their  treacheries,  refolved 
to  •extirpate  and  ruin  them,  fince  they  could  neither 
tame  them  by  civility*  nor  conquer  them  with  the 
fword.  But  the  Indians,  it  being  their  cuftom  to 
make  the  woods  their  chief  places  of  defence,  at 
prefent  made  thefe  their  refuge,  whenever  they  fled 
from  the  Spaniards.  Hereupon  thofe  firft  conquer- 
ors of  the  new  world  made  ufe  of  dogs  to  range  and 
fearch  the  intricateft  thickets  of  woods  and  forefts 
for  thofe  their  implacable  and  unconquerable  ene- 
mies ;  thus  they  forced  them  to  leave  their  old  re* 
fuge,  and  fubmit  to  the  fwbrd,  feeing  no  milder 
ufage  would  do  it ;  hereupon  they  killed  feme  of 
them,  and  quarterfng  their  bodies,  placed  them  in 
the  highways,  that  others  might  take  warning  from 
fuch  punifhment^  but  this  fevcrity  proved  of  ill  con* 
fequence,  for  inflead  of  frighting  them  and  reducing 
them  to  civility,  they  conceived  fuch  horror  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  they  refolved  to  deteft  and  fly  their 
fight  for  ever  \  hence  the  greateft  part  died  in  caves 

and 
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and  fublerraiicoas  places  of  the  woods  and  BKmn- 
tains,  in  which  pla^  I  myfdf  have  often  feen  great 
numbers  of  human  bones.  The  Spaniards  finding 
no  more  Indians  to  appear  about  the  woods,  turned 
away  a  great  number  of  dogs  they  had  in  their 
boufes,  and  they  finding  no  mafters  to  keep  them, 
betook  themfdfes  to  the  woods  and  fields  to  hunt 
for  food  to  preferve  their  lives ;  thus  by  degrees 
they  became  unacquainted  with  houfes,  and  grew 
wild.  This  is  the  trueft  account  I  can  give  of  the 
multitudes  of  wild  dogs  in  thefe  parts. 

But  befides  thefe  ^Id  maftifB,  here  are alfo  great 
numbers  of  wild  hories  every  where  ail  over  the 
iOand :  they  are  but  low  of  ftature,  fhort  bodied, 
with  great  beads,  long  necks,  and  big  or  thick 
legs ;  in  a  word,  they  have  nothing  handfome  in 
their  (hape.  They  run  tip  and  down  commonly  in 
troops  or  two  or  three  hundred  together,  one  going 
always  before  to  lead  the  mtdtitude.  When  they 
meet  any  perfon  travelling  through  the  woods  or 
fields,  they  Rand  ftill,  fuffering  him  to  approach 
till  he  can  almoft  touch  them,  and  then  fuddenly 
ibrting,  they  betake  them felves  to  flight,  running 
away  as  fiift  as  they  can.  The  hunters  catch  them 
only  for  their  fkins,  though  fometimes  they  pre«» 
ferve  their  fleHi  likewife,  which  they  harden  with 
fknoke,  ofing  it  for;  proviflons  when  they  go  to  fea. 

Here  would  be  alfo  wild'bulls  and  cows  in  great 
number,  if  by  continual  hunting*  they  were  not 
much  diminiflied  ;  yet  confiderable  profit  is  made 
to  this  day  by  fuch  as  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  kill 
them.  The  wild  bulls  are  of  a  vaft  bignefs  of  body, 
and  yet  they  hurt  not  any  one  except  they  be  exaf- 
pera^ed.  Their  hides  are  from  eleven  to  thirceen 
icct  long. 

The  diverfity  of  birds  of  this  ifland  is  fo  great, 
that  I  (honld  be  troabklbme  if  I  ibould  attempt  to 
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mufterup  their  fpecies;  fo  that  I  (hail  content  mys- 
felf  lo  mentioa  fome  few  of  the  chief-  Here  is  a 
certain  fpecies  of  pullets  in  the  woods  which  the 
Spaniards  call  Pintadas,  which  the  inhabitants  find 
to  be  as  good  as  thofe  bred  in  houfes.  Every  body 
knows  that  the  parrots  wc  have  .in  Jtluropc  are 
brought  from  ihefc  parts,  whence  may  be  inferred*, 
that  feeing  fuch  a  number  of  thefe  ti>lkative  birds 
are  prefer ved  among  us,  notwiihftanding  the  diver- 
Jity  of  climates,  much  greater  multitudes  are  to  be 
found  where  the  air  and  temperament  is  natural  to 
them.  The  parrots  make  their  nefts  in  holes  of 
palmito-trees,  which  holes  are  before  made  by  other 
birds ;  for  they  arc  not  capable  of  excavating  any 
wood,  though  never  fo  foft,  having  their  own  bills 
too  crooked  and  blunt ;  hence  provident  nature  hath  ' 
lupplied  them  with,  the  laboiir  of  other  birds,  called 
carpenters :  thefe  are  no  bigger  than  fparrows,  yet 
have  fuch  hard  and  piercing  bills,  that  no  iron 
inftrument  can  be  made  fitter  to  excavate  any  tree,. 
though  never  fo  folid  and  hard  ;  and  thefe  holes  the 
parrots  getting  pofleffion  of,,  build  in  them  their 
nefts.  There  are  pigeons  of  all  forts,  which  are 
very  ufeful  to  the  inhabitants  :  th'jfc  of  this  illand 
obferve  the  fame  fcafons  we  mentioned  before,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Tortuga.  Betwixt  the  pigeons  of  both  illands 
is  little  or  no  differeace,  only  that  thefe  of  Hifpa* 
nioli  are  fomeihing  fatter  and  bigger.  Another  fort 
of  fmall  birds  here  are  called  Cabrcros,  or  goat- 
keepers  ;  thefe  are  very  like  others  called  lieronfe*- 
tas,  and  chiefly  feed  upon  crabs  of  the  fea.  In  thefe 
birds  are  found  fevcn  diftinft  bladders  of  gall,  and 
their  flefh  is  as  bitter  as  aloes.  Crows  or  ravenr, 
more  iroublefome  than  ufeful,  do  here  make  a  hide- 
ous noife  through  the  whole  ifland  :  their  ordinary 
food  is  the  flcfh  of  wild  dogs,  or  the  carcafes  of 
thpfe  beails  the  bucaniers  kill  and.  throw  awa^; 
.       •  Thefe 
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Thcfc  clamorous  birds  no  fooner  hear  the  report  of 
a  fowling-piece  or  mulket,  but  they  gather  from  all 
fides  in  flocks,  and  fill  the  air  and  woods  with  their 
unpleafant  cotes ;  they  are  nothing  diiferent  from 
thofe  of  Europe. 

It  is  now  lime  to  fpeak  of  the  French  who  inha- 
lit  great  part  of  this  ifland.  We  have  already  told 
how  they  came  firft  into  thefe  parts  ;  we  lliail  now 
only  defcrifce  their  manner  of  living,  cufloms,  and 
ordinary  employments.  The  callings  or  profelllons 
they  follow  are  generally  but  thicc,  either  to  hunt 
or  plant,  or  elfe  to  rove  the  feas  as  pirates.  It  is  a 
coiiftant  cuftom  among  them  all,  to  feek  out  a 
comrade  or  companion,  whom  we  ma^y  call  partner 
in  their  fortunes,  with  whom  they  join  the  whole 
flock  of  what  they  pofTefs,  towards  a  common  gain. 
This  is  done  by  articles  agreed  to,  and  reciprocally 
iigncd.  Some  conftitute  their  furviving  conQpanioa 
abfolute  heir  to  what  is  left  by  the  death  of  the  firft  ; 
others,  if  they  be  married,  leave  their  cftates  to 
their  wives  and  children;  others,  toother  relations  : 
this  done,  every  ox\^  applies  himfelf  to  his  calling, 
which  is  always  one  of  the  three  afore- mentioned. 

The  hunters  are  again  fubdivided  into  two  forts ; 
for  fome  of  thefe  only  hunt  wild  bulls  and  cows, 
others  only  wild  boars.  The  firft  of  thefe  are  called 
bucaniers,  and  not  long  ago  were  about  600  on 
this  ifland,  but  now  they  are  reckoned  about  30a. 
The  caufe  has  been  the  great  decreafe  of  wild 
cattle,  which  has  been  fuch,  that  fiir  from  getting, 
they  now  are  but  poor  in  their  trade.  When  the 
bucaniers  go  into  the  woods  to  hunt  for  wild  bulb 
and  cows,  they  commonly  remain  there  a  twelve- 
month or  two  years,  without  returning  home.  Af- 
ter the  hunt  is  over,  and  the  fpoil  divided,  they 
commonly .  fail  tb  Tortuga,  to  provide  themfelves 
with  guns,  powder,  and  Ihot,  and  other  necefla*- 
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ries  for  another  expedition  ;  the  reft  of  their  gams 
they  fpend  prodigally,  giving  themfclves  to  all  man- 
ner of  vices  and  debauchery,  particularly  to  droo- 
kennefs,  which  they  praftife  moftly  with  brandy; 
this  they  drink  as  liberally  as  the  Spaniards  do  wa- 
ter :  fometimes  they  buy  together  a  pipe  of  wine, 
this  they  ftave  at  one  end,  and  never  ceafe  drinking 
till  it  is  out.  Thus  fottiflily  theylive  till  they  have 
no  money  left,  and  as  freely  gratify  their  lufts  ; 
for  which  they  find  more  women  than  they  can  ufe ; 
for  all  the  tavern-keepei*s  and  ftrumpets  wait  for 
thcfe  lewd  bucaniers,  juft  as  they  do  at  Amfterdam 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Eaft-India  flctt.  The  faid 
bucaniers  arc  very  cruel  and  tyrannical  to  their  fer- 
vants,  fo  that  commonly  they  had  rather  be  galley- 
flaves,  or  Taw  Brafil  wood  in  the  rafp  houfes  of 
Holland,  than  ferve  fuch  barbarous  mafters. 

The  fecond  fort  hunt  nothing  but  wild  boars ; 
tbe  flefli  of  thefe  they  •jalt,  and  fell  it  fo  to  the 
planters..  Thefe  hunters  have  the  fame  vicious 
cuftoms,  and  are  as  much  addiAed  to  debauchery 
as  the  former ;  but  their  manner  of  hunting  is  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  Europe;  for  thefe  bucaniers 
have  certain  places  defigncd  for  hunting,  where 
they  live  for  three  or  four  months,  and  fometimes  a 
whole  year.  Such  places  are  called  Deza  Boulan ; 
end  in  thefe,  with  only  the  company  of  five  or  fix 
friends,  they  continue  all  the  faid  time  in  mutual 
friendOiip.  The  firfl  bucaniers  many  times  agree 
with  planters  to  furni(h  them  with  meat  all  the  year 
at  a  certain  price;  the  payment  hereof  is  often 
made  with  two  or  three  hundred  weight  of  tobacco 
in  the  leaf;  but  the  planters  commonly  into  the 
bargain  fiirnilh  them  with  a  fervant,  whom  they 
fend- to  help;  to  the  fervant  they  afford  fufficient 
ncccffaries  for  the  purpofe,  efpccially  of  powder  and 
ihot  to  hunt  wlthai. 

The 
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The  planters  began  to  cultivate  and  plant  the  ifie 
of  Tortuga,  anno  1598.  The  firft  plantation  was 
of  tobacco,  which  grew  to  admiration,  being  like- 
wife  very  good ;  but  by  reafon  of  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  ifland  they  could  plant  but  little,  there  being 
many  pieces  of  land  there  that  were  not  fit  to  pro- 
dace  it.  They  attempted  likewife  to  make  fugar, 
but  by  reafon  of  the  great  expences  they  could  not 
bring  it  to  any  effcft;  fo  that  the  grcateft  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  as  we  faid  before,  betobk  themfclvcs 
to  hunting,  and  the  remaining  part  to  piracy.  At 
lafb  the  hunters  finding  themfelves  unable  to  fubfift 
by  that  profeffion,  began  to  feek  out  lands  fit  for 
culture,  and  in  thefe  they  alfo  planted  tobacoo. 
The  firft  land  they  chofc  was  Cal  de  Sac,  towards 
the  fouth  part  of  the  illand  :  this  ground  they  di- 
vided into  feveral  quarters,  which  were  called,  the 
Great  Amea,  Niep»  Rochelois,  the  Little  Grave^ 
the  Great  Grave,  and  the  Augame.  Here  they  en* 
creafed  fo,  that  now'there  are  above  2000  planters. 
At  firft  they  endjired  much  hard/hip,  becaufe  while 
they  were  bulled  about  their  hu(bandry^  they 
could  not  go  out  of  the  ifland  for  provifions  :  this 
hardfhip  wb  increafed  by  the  neceflity  of  grubbing, 
cutting  down,  burning  and  digging,  to  exdrpate 
the  innumerable  roots  of  (hrubs  and  trees;  for 
when  the  French  poflefled*  themfelves  thereof,  it 
was  jovergrown  with  woods  very  thick,  and  thefe 
only  inhabited  by  wild  boars.  The  method  they 
took  was,  to  divide  themfelves  into  imall  compa- 
nies of  two  or  three  perfons  together,  and  thefe 
companies  to  feparate  far  enough  from  each  other, 
provided  with  a  few  hatchets,  and  fome  coarfc 
provifion  :  thus  they  u&d  to  go  into  the  woods, 
and  there  to  build  huts  only  (rf*  a  few  rafters  and 
boughs  of  trees.  They  firft  rooted  up  the  flirubs 
4nd  little  trees,   thea  cut  dowa  the  great  ones; 
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thefe  they  heaped  up,  and  then  fet  on  fire;  but 
they  M'ere  conftrained  to  grub  and  dig  up  the  roots 
as  well  as  they  could.  The  firft  feed  they  fowed 
was  beans ;  thefe  in  thofe  countries  ripen  and  dry 
always  in  fix  weeks. 

The  fecond  fruit  neceflary  to  human  life,  which 
here  they  tried,  was  potatoes;  thefe  come  not  to 
perfeftion  in  lefs  than  four  or  five  months.  Oh 
thefe  they  mod  commonly  make  their  breakfafts  ; 
they  drefs  them  only  by  boiling  them  in  a  kettle 
with  fair  water,  then  they  cover  them  with  cloth 
for  half  an  hour,  whereby  they  become  as  foft  as 
boiled  chefnuts.  '  Of  the  faid  potatoes  atfo  they 
make  a  drink  called  maiz ;  they  cut  them  into  fniall 
flices,  and  cover  them  with  hot  water ;  when  they 
are  well  imbibed,  they  prefs  them  through  a  coarfe 
cloth,  and  the  liquor  that  comes,  though  fomcthing 
thick,  they  keep  in  veflTcls  made  for  that  purpofe  : 
here,  after  fetting  two  or  three  days,  it^orks,iind 
having  thrown  off  its  lees,  is  fit  for  drink.  They 
ufe  it  with  great  delight ;  and  though  the  tafte  Is 
fomewhat  four,  yet  it  is  verypleafant,  fubHantial, 
and  wholefome.  The  invention  of  this  is  owing  to 
the  Indians,  as  well  as  of  many  other  things,  which 
thofe  barbarrans  found  otit  for  the  prefcrvation  and 
pleafure  of  life. 

The  third  fruit  the  newly  cultivated  land  aflfbrd- 
ed  was  Mandioca,  which  tlie  Indians  call  Cazave. 
This  root  comes  not  to  perfe6lion  till  after  eight  or 
nine  months,  or  perhaps  a  year;  being  thoroughly 
ripe,  it  may  be  left  in  the  ground  for  eleven  or 
twelve  months  without  fear  of  corruption;  but  this 
time  paft,  thejr  muft  be  ufed  one  way  or  other, 
otherwife  they  rot.  Of  thefe  roots  is  made  a  fort 
of  granulous  flo^r  or  meal,  dry  and  white,  which 
fupplies  the  want  of  coihmon  bfcAd  of  wheat, 
'Whereof  tie  fielAs  are  altogether  barren :  for  tWs 
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purpofe  they  have  certoin  graters  made  either  of 
copper  or  tin,  wherewith  they  grate  thefe  roots, 
juft  as  they  do  Mirio  in  Holland.  By  the  bye,  let 
me  tell  you,  Mu-io  is  a  root  of  a  very  biting  lafle, 
like  ftrong  muj[lard,  wherewith  they  make  fauces 
for  fome  lorts  of  fifli.  When  they  have  grated  as 
much  Cazave  root  as  will  ferve  the  turn,  they  put 
the  gratings  into  bags  or  facks  of  coarfe  linen,  and 
prefs  out  all  the  moiflure  ;  then  they  fieve  the  grat- 
ings, leaving  them  very  like  faw-duft  :  the  jneal 
thus  prepared,  they  lay  on  planches  of  iron  made 
very  hot,  on  which  it  is  converted  into  very  thin 
cakes ;  tbefc  are  placed  in  the  fun,  on  the  tops  of 
houfes,  to  be  thoroughly  dried ;  and  left  they 
(hould  lofe  any  part  of  their  meal,  what  did  not 
pafs  the  fieve  is  made  up  in  rolls  five  or  fix  inches 
thick ;  thefe  are  placed  one  upon  another,  and  left 
fo  tin  they  begin  to  corrupt :  of  this  they  make  a 
liquor  called  Veycou,  which  they  find  very  excel- 
lent, and  certainly  is  not  inferior  to  our  Engliftx 
beer. 

Bananas  are  another  fruit  of  which  is  made  ex- 
cellent liquor,  which,  in  ftrength  and  pleafantnefs 
of  tafte,  may  be  compared  to  the  beft  wines  of 
Spain;  but  this  liquor  eafily  caufes  drunkennefs, 
and  frequently  inflames  the  throat,  and  produces 
dangerous  difeafes  in  that  part.  Guineas  Agudos  is 
alfo  another  fruit  whereof  they  make  drink,  but  not 
fo  ftrong  as  the  precedent :  howbeit,  one  and  the 
other  are  frequently  mixed  with  water  to  quench 
thirft. 

After  they  bad  cultivated  thefe  plantations  with* 
all  forts  of  roots  and  fruits  necefTary  for  human  life, 
they  began  to  plant  tobacco  for  trade  ;  the  manner 
whereof  is  thus  :  they  make  beds  of  earth  twelve 
feet  fquare,  thefe  they  cover  with  palmite^  leaves, 
that  the  rays  of  the  fun  may  not  reach  the  earth  ; 
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they  water  them  when  it  doth  nbt  rahi,  as  we  do 
our  gardens  in  Europe:  being  grown  about  the 
bignefs  of  young  lertuce,  they  tranfplant  it  into 
ftraight  lines  in  fpacious  fields,  fetting  every  plant 
three  feet  diftant  from  each  other.  The  fitieft 
feafon  of  the  year  for  thefe  things  is  from  January 
till  the  end  of  March,  thefe  being  the  months 
wherein  moft  raiils  fall.  Tobacco  muft  be  weeded 
very  carefully,  feeing  the  leaft  root  of  any  other 
herb  coming  near  it  hinders  its  growth.  When  it 
is  grown  to  the  height  of  about  one  foot  and  a  half, 
they  cut  off  the  tops  to  hinder  the  ftalks  and  leaves 
from  (hooting  up  too  high,  that  the  whole  plant 
may  receive  greater  ftrength  from  the  earth.  When 
it  comes  to  full  perfc^ion,  they  prepare  certain 
apartments  of  fifty  or  fixty  feet  long,  and  thirty  or 
forty  broad ;  thefe  they  fill  with  poles  and  rafters, 
and  on  them  lay  the  green  tobacco  to  drv.  When 
it  is  thoroughly  dried,  they  ftrip  the  leaf  from  the 
ftalks,  and  caufe  it  to  be  rolled  up  by  certain  peo- 
ple, who  are  employed  in  this  work  and  no  other  ; 
to  thefe  they  afford  for  their  labour  the  tenth  part 
of  what  they  make  up.  This  property  is  peculiar 
to  tobacco,  which  1  (hall  not  omit,  that  if,  while 
It  is  in  the  ground,  the  leaf  be  pulled  off  from  the 
ftalk,  it  fprouts  again  no  lefs  than  four  times  a-year. 
Here  I  would  alio  give  an  account  of  the  manner  of 
making  fugar,  indico,  and  gimbes ;  but  feeinc; 
thefe  things  are  not  planted  in  thofe  parts,  I  pafs 
them  over. 

The  French  planters  of  Hifpaniola  have  always 
been  fubjeft  to  the  governors  of  Tortuga,  but  not 
without  much  reluftancy  and  grudging.  In  1644 
the  Weft-India  company  of  France  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  colony  in  Tortuga ;  under  which  the 
planters  of  Hifpaniola  were  comprehended  as  fub- 
jefU :  this  decree  difgufted  the  (aid  planters,  they 
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taking  it  Tery  ill  to  be  reputed  fubjefts  to  a  private 
company  of  mepy  who  had  do  authority  to  make 
them  fo,  efpecially  being  in  a  country  which  be- 
longed not  to  the  king  of  France ;  hereupon  they 
rcfolved  to  work  no  longer  for  the  faid  company  5 
and  this  refolution  was  fnfficicnt  to  compel  the 
company  to  a  total  diflblutioo  of  the  colony.  But 
at  laft  the  governor  ot  Tortuga,  who  was  pretty 
well  ftocked  with  planters,  conceiving  he  could  more 
moje  eafily  force  them  than  the  Weft-India  com- 
pany, found  an  invention  to  draw  them  to  his  obe» 
dience ;  he  promifed  them  he  would  put  off  their 
merchandize,  and  caufe  fuch  returns  to  be  made 
from  France  as  they  {houW  like ;  withal,  be  dealt 
with  the  merchants  underhand,  that  all  {hips  (hould 
come  configned  to  him,  and  no  perfons  fhould  cor- 
refpoud  with  thofe  planters  of  Hifpaniola,  thinking 
thereby  to  avoid  many  inconveniences,  and  compel' 
them  through  want  of  all  things  to  obey.  Thus 
he  not  only  obtained  the  obedience  he  defigned, 
but  fomc  merchants,  who  had  promifed  to  deal 
with  them  and  vifit  them  no  longer,  did  it, 

Notwithftanding  what  hath  been  (aid,  anno  1669, 
two  ftiips  from  Holland  arrived  at  Hifpaniola  with 
all  forts  of  merchandize ;  with  thefe  prefently  the 
planters  refolved  to  deal,  and  with  the  Dutch  na- 
tion for  the  future,  thinking  hereby  to  withdraw 
thdr  obedience  from  rhe  governor  of  Tortuga,  and 
by  fruftrating  his  defigns,  revenge  themfclves  of 
what  they  had  endured  under  his  government.  Not 
long  after  the  arrival  of  the  Hollanders,  the  go- 
vernor of  Tortuga  came  to  viflt  the  plantation  of 
HHpaniola,  in  a  veflTel  very  well  armed  j  but  the 
planters  not  only  forbid  him  to  come  afhore,  but 
with  their  guns  forced  him  to  retire  fafter  than  he 
came.  Thus  the  Hollanders  began  a  trade  with 
thcfe  people ;  but  fuch  relations  and  friends  as  the 
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governor  had  in  Hifpaniola,  ufed  all  tjie  endeavours 
they  were  capable  of  to  impede  the  commerce. 
This  being  underftood  by  the  planters,  ihey  fcnt 
them   word,    *  That  in  cafe   they  laid    not  afide 

*  tjieir  artifices  for  the  hindrance  of  the  commerce 

*  which    was   begun   with    the  Hollanders,    they 

*  fhould  every  one  afTuredly  be  torn  in  pieces.* 
Moreover,  to  oblige  farther  the  Hollanders,  and 
contemn  the  governor  and  his  'party,  they  gave 
greater  ladings  unto  the  two  (hips  than  they  could 
deCre,  with  many  gifts  and  prefents  unto  the  offi- 
cers and  mariners,  whereby  they  fent  them  very  well 
contented  to  their  own  country.  The  Hollanders 
came  again  very  punftually  according  to  their  pro- 
mife,  and  found  the  planters  under  a  greater  indig- 
nation than  before  againft  the  governor,  either  be- 
caufe  of  the  great  fatisfa<5lion  they  had  already  con- 

'  ceived  of  this  commerce  with  the  Dutch,  or  that        j 
\>y  their  means  they  hoped  to  fubfift  by  themfelves      ^ 
without  any  farther  dependence  from  the  French 
nation.     However  it  was  fuddenly  after   they  fet 
up  another  refolution  more  ftrange  than  the  prece- 
dent 5  the  tenor  whereof  was,  *  That  they  would 

*  go  unto  the  iflandof  Tortuga,  and  cut  the  governor 

*  in  pieces.'  Hereupon  they  gathered  together  as 
many  canoes  as  they  could,  and  fet  fail  from  Hifpa- 
niola, with  defign  not  only  to  kill  the  governor, 
but  alfo  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  whole  ifland. 
This  they  thought  they  could  not  but  eafily  per- 
form, by  rcafon  of  all  neceflary  affiftance,  which 
tliey  believed  would  at  any  time  be  fent  them  from 
Holland ;  by  which  means  they  were  ready  dcte^*- 
minedTin  their  minds  to  ereft  themfelves  into  a  n^w 
commonwealth,  independent  of  the  crown  of 
France.  But  no  fooncr  had  they  begun  this  great 
revolution  of  their  little  flate,  when  they  received 
news  of  a  war  declared  between  the  two  nations 

in 
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in  Europe;  this  wrought  fuch  a  connernation  in 
their  miodsy  as  caufed  them  to  give  over  that  en* 
ter prize,  and  retire  without  attempting  any  thing. 

la  the  mean  time  the  governor  of  Tortuga  Tent 
into  France  for  aid  towards  his  own  fecurity,  and 
the  re4a£lion  of  thofc  people  unto   their  former 
obedience ;  this  was  granted  him,  and  two  men  of 
war  were  fcnt  unto  Tortuga,  with  crJers  to  be  at 
hiscomosand.     Having  received  fuch  a  confidera* 
We  fupport,  he  fent  them  very  well  equipped  to 
the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  ;  being  ariived  at  that  place^ 
they  landed  part  of  the  forces,  with   a  dcfign  to 
force  the  people  to  the  obedience  of  thofe  whom 
they  hated  in  their  hearts.     But  the  planters  feeing 
the  arrival  of  thefe  two  frigates,  and  not  being  ig- 
norant erf"  their  defign^  fled  into  the  woods,  aban- 
doning their   houfes,    and  many  of  their  goods^ 
which  they  left  behind;     thefe  were  immediately. 
riHed,  and  burnt  by  the  French  without  compaifion, 
\not  fparing  th£  leaft  cottage.     Afterwards  the  go* 
.     vemor  began  to  relent,  and  lei  them  know,  that  if  they 
would  return  to  his  obedience  he  would  hearken  to 
an  accommodation  :   hereupon  the  planters,  finding 
they  could  expcft  no  relief,  furrendered  to  the  go- 
vernor,  upon  articles   made  and  figned  on  both 
fides  ;  but  thefe  were  not  ftriftly  obferved,  for  he 
commanded  two  of  the  chief  of  them  to  be  hanged ; 
"^he  refidue   were  pardoned,    and  withal   he  gave 
them  free  leave  to  trade  with  any  nation  for  what- 
foever   they  found   neceflary.      With   this  liberty 
they  began  to  recultivate  their  plantations,    which 
yielded   a  great  quantity  of  very  good  tobacco  ; 
t|3ey  felling  yearly  to  the  fum  of  20  or  30,000 
rolls. 

The  planters  here  have  but  very  few  flavcs,  foi* 

want  of  which  tliemfelvcs  and  their  fervants  aro 

conftrained  to  do  all  the  drudgery.     Thefe  fer- 
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vnnts  commonly  bind  themfelvcs  to  their  mafters 
for  three  years  ;  but  their  mafters  having  no  con- 
fciences  often  traffick  with  their  bodies  as  with 
horfes  at  a  fair,  felling  them  to  other  niafters  as 
they  fell  negroes :  yea,  to  advance  this  trade,  fome 
perfons  go  purpofdy  into  France  (and  likewife  to 
England  and  other  countries)  to  pick  up  \oung  men 

•or  boys,  whom  they  inveigle  zn\  traniport;  and 
having  once  got  them  into  thefe  iflands,  they  work 
theihlike  horfes,  the  toil  impofed  on  them  being 
much  harder  than  M'hat  they  enjoin  the  negroes 
their  flaves;  for  thtfe  they  endeavour  to  prefer ve, 
being  their  perpetual  bondmen  :  but  for  their  white 
fcrvants  they  care  not  whether  they  live  or  die, 

:  feeing  they  are  to  ferve  them  no  longer  than  three 
years.  Thefe  miferable  kidn:»pped  people  are  fre- 
quently fubjeft  to  a  difeafe,  which  in  thefe  parts  is 
cilled  Coma,  being  a  total  privation  of  their  fcnfes. 
This  diftemper  is  judged  to  proceed  from  their 
hard  ufagc,  and  the  change  of  their  native  climate ; 
and  there  being  often  among  thefe  fome  of  good 
quality,  tender  education,  and  foft  Cdnftitutions, 
they  are  more  eafily  feized  with  this  difeafe,  and 
others  of  thofe  countries,  than  thofe  of  harder  bo- 
dies and  laborious  lives.  Befide  the  hard  ufage  in 
their  diet,  apparel,  and  reft,  many  times  they  beat 
them  fo  cruelly,  that  they  fall  down  dead  under 
the  hands  of  their  cruel  maftcrs  :  this  I  have  often 
i'een  with  great  grief.  Of  the  many  inftances,  1 
ihall  only  give  you  the  following  hiftory,  it  being 
very  remarkable  in  its  circumftances. 

A  certain  planter  of  thefe  countries  exercifed 
fuch  cruelty  towards  one  of  his  fervants  as  caufcd 
him  to  ruu  away  ;  having  abfcondcd  for  fome  days 
in  the  woods,  at  laft  he  was  taken,  and  brought 
back  to  the  wicked  Phara»^h.  No  fooner  had  he 
got  him^  but  be  commandtd  him  to  be  tied  to  a 

tree ; 
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tree  ;  here  he  gave  him  fo  many  lafhes  on  his  naked 
back  as  made  his  body  run  with  an  entire  flream  of 
blood  ;  then,  to  make  the  fmart  of  his  wounds  the 
greater,  he  anointed  him  with  lemon-juice,  mixed 
xvith  fait  and  'pepper ;  in  this  mtferable  pofture  he 
left  him  tied  to  the  tree  for  twcnty.four  hours, 
^hich  being  paft,  he«began  his  punifhment  again^ 
la(hmg  hrni  as  before,  fo  cruelly  that  the  miferable 
wretch  gave  up  the  ghoft,  vrith  thefe  dying  words  t 

•  I   befecch  the  Almighty  God,  Creator  of  heavett 

•  and    earth,    that     he   permit   the  wickecj   fpirit 

•  to   make  thee  feel  as  many  torments  before  thy 

•  death,  as  thou  haft  ciufed  me  to  feel  before  mine.' 
A  ftrange  thing,  and  worthy  of  aftoniOiment  and 
admiration !'  Scarce  three  or  fonr  days  were  paft, 
'after  this  honible  fa6V,  wlien  the  Almighty  judge, 
\vho  had  heard  the  cries  of  that  tormented  wretch, 
fuffercd  the  evil  one  fuddenly  to  poflefs  this  barba- 

.  roas  and  inhuman  homicide,  fo  that  thofe  cruel 
hands,  which  had  puniflied  to  death  his  innocent 
fervant,  were  the  tormentors  of  his  own  body:  for 
he  beat  himfclf,  and  tore  his  fle(h,  after  a  miferable 
manner  till  he  loft  the  very  (liape  of  a  man ;  not 
ceafing  to  howl  and  cry,  without  any  reft  by  day  or 
night.  Thus  he  continued  raving  mad  till  he  died. 
Many  other  examples  of  this  kind  I  could  rehearle ; 
but  thefe  not  belonging  to  our  prefeat  difcourfe,  I 
omit  them. 

The  planters  of  the  Caribcc  Iflands  are  rather 
-worfe  and  more  cruel  to  their  fervants  thnn  the 
former.  In  the  ille  of  St.  Chriftopher  dwells  one 
named  Bettcfa,  well  known  to  the  Dutch  merchants, 
-who  has  killed  above  a  hundred  of  his  fervants 
with  blows  and  ftripes.  The  Englifti  do  the  fame 
with  their  fervants,  and  the  mildcft  crneity  they 
exercife  towards  them  is,  that  when  ?bev  have 
fenred  fix  years  of  their  time  (they  b^ing  boo  id 
C  2  among 
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among  the  Englifti  for  feven)  they  ufe them  fo  cruelly 
as  to  force  them  to  beg  of  their  maders  to  fell  them 
to  others,  though  it  be  to  begin  another  fervitude 
of  feven  years,  or  at  leaft  three  or  four  ;  and  I  have 
known  many,  who  have  thus  ferved  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  before  they  could  obtain  their  freedom.  An- 
other law,  very  rigorous  in  th;^t  nation,  is  if  any  man 
owes  another  above  twenty-five  fliillings  Englifti^  if  . 
he  cannot  pay  it,  he  is  liable  to  be  fold  for  fix  or 
eight  months.  Not  to  trouble  the  reader  any 
longer  with  relations  of  this  kind,  I  (hall  now  de- 
fcribe  the  fiimous  actions  and  exploits  of  the  greatefl 
pirates  of  my  time,  during  my  refidence  in  thofe 
parts ;  thefe  I  (hall  relate  without  the  leaft  paffion 
or  partiality,  and  aflTure  my  reader,  that  I  (hall  give 
him  no  ftories  upon  truft  or  hear-fay,  but  only 
'  thofe  enterprizes  to  which  I  was  myfelf  an  eye- 
witneTs. 

C  HAP.     VI. 

Of  the  original  of  the  mpft  famous  pirates  of  the 
coafts  of  America.  A  famous  exploit  of  Pierre 
le  Grand. 

T  HAVE  told  you,  in  the  preceding  chapters,  how  I 
•*•  was  compelled  to  adventure  my  life  among  the 
pirates  of  America  ;  which  fort  of  men  I  name  {o^ 
becaufe  they  are  not  authorized  by  any  fovereign 
prince :  for  the  kings  of  Spain  having  on  ieveral  oc* 
cafions  fent  their  ambafladors  to  the  kings  of  England 
and  France,  '  To  complain  of  the  moleftations  and 
^  troubles  thofe  pirates  often  caufed  on  the  coafts  of 

*  America,  even  in  the  calm  of  peace;'  it  hath  al- 
ways been  anfwered,  *  That  fuch  men  did  not  com- 

*  mit  thofe  afls  of  hoftility  and  piracy  as  fubje£ls  to 
f  their  majefties;  and  therefore  his  catholic  majefty 

*  Blight 
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*  might  proceed  againft  them  as  he  (hould  thu\k  fit/ 
The  king  of  France  added,  *  That  he  had  no  fortrtfs 

*  nor  calllc  upon  Hifpaniola,  neither  did  he  receive  a 

*  farthing  of  tribute  from  thence.'  And  the  king  of 
England  adjoined,  ^  That  he  had   never  given  any 

*  commiffions  to  thofe  of  Jamaica,  to  commit  hofti- 

*  lilies  againft  the  fubjefls  of  his  catholic  majcfty/ 
Kor  did  he  only  give  this  bare  anfwere,  but  out 
of  his  royal  defire  to  pleafure  the  court  of  Spain, 
recalled  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  placing  another  in 
bis  room ;  all  which  could  not  prevent  thefe  pirates 
from  a^ing  as  heretofore.  But  befoie  I  reLife 
their  bold  anions,  I  fljall  fay  fomething  of  their 
rife  and  exercifcs;  as  alfoof  the  chiefelt  of  them, 
a»id  their  manner  of  armhig  thcmfekes  before  they 
put  to  fea. 

The  firft  pirate  that  was  known  upon  Tortuga, 
was  Pierre  le  Grand,  or  Ptter  the  Grcit  •,  he  Wi.s 
born  at  Dieppe  in  Norn>andy.  That  a^ion  which 
rendered  him  famous  was  his  taking  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  Spanirti  Fiota,  near  the  cape  of  Tiburon,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  Hifpaniola  ;  this  he  performed  with 
only  one  boat,  and  twenty-eight  men.  Now  till 
that  time  the  Spaniards  had  paf^d  and  repaffed  with 
all  fecurity  through  the  channel  of  Bahama ;  fo  that 
Pierre  le  Grand  fetting  out  to  fea  by  the  Caycos,  he 
took  this  great  fliip  with  all  the  eafe  imaginable.  The 
Spaniards  they  found  aboard  they  fet  afhore,  and 
fent  the  vefTd  to  France.  The  manner  how  this 
undaunted  fpirit  attempted  and  took  this  large  (hip, 
I  (hall  give  you  out  of  the  journal  of  the  author  in 
his  own  words:  *  The  boat,*  fays  he,  *  wherein 

*  Pierre  le  Grand  was  with  his  companions,  had 

*  been  at  fea  a  long  time  without  finding  any  prize 

*  worth  his  taking;  and  their  provifions  beginning 

*  to  fail,  they  were  in  danger  of  ftarving.     Being 

*  almoft  reduced  to  defpair  they  fpied  a  greai  fhip 
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of  the  SpaniCi  Flota,  feparated  from  the  reft  j 
this  vcfTel  they  refolved  to  take  or  die  in  the  at- 
tempt :  hereupon  they  failed  towards  her,  to  view 
her  ftrength ;  and  though  they  judged  the  vedel 
to  be  fuperior  to  theirs,  yet  their  covetoufnefs,  and 
the  extremity  they  were  reduced  to,  made  them 
venture.  Being  come  fo  near  that  they  could  not 
poiFibly  efcape,  they  made  an  oath  to  their  captain 
Pierre  le  Grand  to  fland  by  him  to  the  laft.  It  15 
true,  the  pirates  did  beheve  they  fhould  find  the 
fhip  unprovided  to  fight,  and  thereby  the  fooner 
mafter  her.  It  was  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening  they 
began  to  attack;  but  before  they  engaged,  they 
ordered  the  furgeon  of  the  boat  to  bore  a  hole  in 
the  fides  of  it,  that  their  own  veffel  finking  under 
them,  they  might  be  more  compelled  to  attack  . 
more  vigoroufly,  and  endeavour  more  haftily  to 
board  the  (hip.  This  was  done  accordingly  ;  and 
without  any  other  arms  than  piftol  in  one  hand 
and  a  fword  in  the  other,  they  immediately  climbed 
up  the  fides  of  the  fliip,  and  ran  altogether  into 
the  great  cabin,  where  they  found  the  captain, 
with  rev*iral  of  his  companions,  playing  at  cards  : 
here  they  fet  a  piftol  to  his  brea ft,  commanding 
him  to  deliver  up  the  fhip.  The  Spaniards,  fur- 
prized  to  fee  the  pirates  aboard  their  (hip,  cried, 
J-ifus  blefs  us!  are  thefe  devils,  or  what  arc 
thev  ?"  *  Mean  while  fome  of  them  took  po(refBon 
of  the  gun-room,  and  feized  ihe  arms,  killing  as 
orany  as  made  any  oppofirion;  whereupon  the 
Spaniards  prefently  furrendered.  That  very  day 
the  c^nptain  of  the  (hip  had  been  told  by  fome  of 
the  feamen,  that  the  boat  which  was  in  view  cruiz- 
mg,  was  a  boat  of  pirates;  whom  the  captain 
(lightly  anfwcred,'  **  What  then  muft  I  be  afraid 
offuch  a  pitiful  thing  as  that  is?  No,  though 
ihe  were  a  (hip  as  big  and  as  ftroag  as  mine  is." 

•  As 
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'  As  foon  as  Pierre  le  Grand  had  taken    this  rich 
'   prize,  he  detained  in  his  ferviceas  many  coinmon 

*  feamenas  he  had  need  of,  fcttiog  the  refta(hore,  and 

*  then  fct  fail  for  France,  where  he  continued,  s^iih- 

*  out  ever  returning  to  America  again.' 

The  planters  and  hunters  of  Tortnga  had  no 
fooncr  heard  of  the  rich  prize  thofe  pirates  had 
taken,  but  they  rcfolrcd  to  follow  their  example: 
hereupon  many  of  them  left  their  employments, 
and  endeavoured  to  get  fome  fmall  boars,  wherein 
to  exercife  piracy;  but  not  being  able  to  purchafc, 
or  build  them  at  Tortugi,  they  refolvcd  to  let  tv^rtii 
iQ  their  canoes,  and  feek  thera  elfewhcre.  WVh 
thefc  they  cruized  at  lirft  upon  cape  dc  Alvarez, 
■^'here  the  Spaniards  ufcd  to  trade  from  one  city  to 
another  in  fmall  vefTels,  in  which  they  carry  hide^, 
tobacco,  and  other  commodities  to  the  Havanna,  and 
to  which  the  Spaniards  from  Europe  do  frequently 
rcfort. 

Here  it  was  that  thofe  pirates  at  Hril  took  a  great 
Biany  boats  laden  with  the  aforefaid  commodities ; 
tbcfe  they  ufcd  to  carry  to  Tortuga,  and  feil  the 
whole  purchafe  to  the  (hips  that  wait  for  their  return 
or  accidentally  happened  to  be  there.  With  the  gains 
of  thefc  prizes  they  provided  themfelves  with  necef- 
iaries,  wherewith  to  undertake  other  voyages,  fome 
of  whkh  were  made  to  Canjpeachy,  and  others  to- 
wards New  Spain ;  in  both  which  the  Spaniards  then 
drove  a  great  trade.  Upon  thofe  coafts  they  foand 
great  numbers  of  trading  vefTels,  and  often  (hips  of 
great  burden.  Two  of  the  biggeft  of  ihefe  veffels, 
and  two  great  fhips  which  the  Spaniards  had  ladea 
with  plate  in  the  port  of  Cam  peachy,  to  go  to  the 
Caraccas,  they  took  in  lefs  than  a  month's  time, 
and  carried  to  Tortuga  ;  where  the  people  of  the 
whole  ifland,  encouraged  by  their  fuccefs,  efpccially 
feeing  m  two  years  the  riches  of  the  country  fo  much 
C  4,  increafed, . 
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increafed,  they  augmented  the  number  of  pirates'  {o 
faft,  that  in  a  little  time  there  ^ere  in  that  fmall 
jlland  and  port,  above  twenty  ftiips  of  this  fort  of 
people.  Hereupon  the  Spaniards,  not  able  to  bc»ir 
their  robberies  any  longer,  equipped  two  large  men 
of  war,  both  for  the  defence  of  their  own  jcoafts, 
and  to  cruize  upon  the  enemies. 

CHAP.     VII. 

JJoix)  the  pirates  arm  their  veffels^  and  regulate  their 
voyages. 

"DEFORE  the  pirates  go  to  fea,  they  give  notice 
to  all  concerned  of  the  day  on  which  they  are  to 
embark  ;  obliging  each  man  to  bring  fo  many  pounds 
of  powder  and  ball  as  they  think  necefTary.  Being 
all  come  aboard,  they  confider  where  to  get  provi- 
fions,  efpecially  flefti,  feeing  they  fcarce  eat  anything 
'  clfe  ;  and  of  this  the  moft  common  fort  is  pork  ; 
the  next  food  isf  tortoifcs,  which  they  fait  a  little  : 
fometimes  they  rob  fuch  or  fuch  hog-yards,  where 
the  Spaniards  oft  have  a  thoufand  heads  of  fwine  to- 
gether. They  come  to  thefe  places  in  the  night, 
and  having  befet  the  keeper's  lodge,  they  force 
him  to  rife,  and  give  them  as  many  heads  as  they 
dcfire,  threatening  to  kill  him  if  he  refufes,  or  make 
any  noife:  and  thefe  menaces  are  oftentimes  executed 
on  the  miferable  fwine -keepers,  or  any  other  perfoQ 
that  endeavours  to  hinder  their  robberies. 

Having  got  flefh  fufficient  for  their  voyage,  they 
return  to  their  (hip  :  here  they  allow,  twice  a  day, 
everyone  as  much  as  he  can  eat,  without  weight  or 
meafure ;  nor  does  the  fteward  of  the  vcffel  give  any 
more  flefli,  or  any  thing  elfe,  to  the  captain  than  to 
the  meancft  mariner.  The  fhip  being  well  viftualled, 
they  deliberate  whither  they  fliaU  go  to  feek  their 

dcfperate 
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cfcfperatc  fortunes,  and  like  wife  agree  npon  ccrtaia 
articles,  which  arc  put  in  writtlng,  which  every  one 
is  bqund  to  obferve  ;  and  all  of  them,  or  the  chiefeft 
part,  do  fet  their  hands  to  it.  Here  they  fet  down 
diftinftly,  what  fums  of  money  each  particular  per- 
fon  ought  to  have  for  that  voyage,  the  fund  of  all 
the  payments  being  what  is  gotten  by  the  whole  ex- 
pedition ;  for  otherwifc  it  is  the  fame  law  among^ 
thefe  people,  as  with  other  pirates,*  •  No  prey  no 
pay.*  Firft,  therefore,  they  men  lion  how  much 
the  captain  is  to  have  for  his  fhip ;  next  the  falary  of - 
the  carpenter  or  (hipwright  who  careened,  mended, 
and  rigged  the  veflel :  this  commonly  amounts  to 
100  or  150  pieces  of  eight,  according  to  rhe 
agreement.  Afterwards,  for  provifions  and  vichiall- 
kig,  they  draw  out  of  the  fame  common  ftock  about 
2CO  pieces  of  eight ;  alfo  a  falary  for  the  (urge on, 
and  his  cheft  of  medicaments,  which  ufually  is  rated 
at  200  or  250  pieces  of  eij^ht^.  Laftly,  they  agree 
what  rate  each  one  ought  to  have  that  is  either 
wounded  or  maimed  in  his  body,  fuffering  the  lofs 
of  any  lirn});  as,  for  the  lols  of  a  right  arm,  600 
peices  ot  eight,  or  fix  (laves ;  for  the  left  arm  500 
pieces  of  eight,  or  five  flaves  ;•  for  a  light  leg,  506 
pieces  of  eight,  or  five  flaves;  for  the  left  kg,  400 
pieces  of  eighr,  or  four  (laves  ;  for  an  eye,  100  plecji 
of  eight,  or  one  (lave  ;  for  a  Hngcr  the  £\me  as  for  an 
eye:  alt  which  fums  are  taken  out  of  che  comnioii 
ftock  of  what  is  gotten  by  ihcir  piracy,  and  a  very 
cxa<^  and  equal  dividend  is  made  of  the  rcmauiJtr. 
They  have  alfo  regard  to  qualities  and"  placta  :  t'lus 
the  captain  or  chief  is  allotted  five  or  fix  pojtlo's^ 
to  what  the  ordinary  feamen  have  ;  the  mafter*s  inaio 
only  two,  and  other  officers  projjort^onably  fo  their 
employ  :  afrer  which  they  draw  equal  partsfrom  the 
highell  to  the  lowefl  mariner,  the  boys  not  being 
•mittedi,  who  draw  half  a  (hare  \  becaufe  whed  they 
C  5  talTQ; 
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take  a  better  veflel  than  their  own,  it  is  the  boys 
duty  to  fire  their  former  veiTel^  and  then  retire 
XQ  the  prize. 

Theyobferve  among  themfelves  very  good  orders; 
for  in  the  prizes  which  they  take,  it  i$  feverely  pro- 
hibitedy  to  every  one,  to  take  any  thing  to  them- 
felves :  hence  all  they  take  is  equally  divided,  as 
hath  been  faid  before ;  yea,  they  take  a  folemn  oath 
to  each  other,  not  to  conceal  the  Icaft  thing  they 
find  among  the  prizes;  and  if  any  one  is  found  falfe 
to  the  faid  oath,  he  is  immediatdy  turned  out  of 
the  fociety.  They  are  very  civil  and  charitable  to 
each  other  ;  fo  that  if  any  one  wants  what  another 
has,  with  great  willingnefs  they  give  it  one  to  an- 
other. As  foon  as  thefe  pirates  have  taken  a  prize, 
they  immediately  fet  afhore  the  prifoners,  detaining 
only  fome  few,  for  their  own  help  and  fervice;  whom 
alfo  they  releafe  after  two  or  three  years.  They 
refrefh  themfelves  at  one  ifland  or  another,  but 
cfpecially  at  ihofe  on  the  fouth  of  Cuba :  here  they 
careen  their  veflTels,  while  fome  hunt,  and  others 
cruize  in  Canoes  for  prize.  Many  limes  they  take 
the  poor  tortoife  fiftiermen,  and  make  them  work 
during  their  pleafure. 

In  the  feveral  parts  of  America  are  found  four 
diftinft  fpecies  of  tortoifes  :  the  firft  are  fo  great, 
that  they  weigh  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds ;  the 
fcales  are  fo  foft  that  they  may  be  cut  wiih  a  knife  %, 
but  thefe  are  not  good  to  eat.  The  fecond  fort  is  of 
*  an  indifferent  bignefs,  and  of  a  green  colour  ; 
their  fcales  are  harder  than  the  firil,  and  of  a 
very  pleafant  tafte.  The  third  is  little  different 
in  iize  from  the  fecond,  only  the  head  fomething 
bigger;  it  is  called  by  the  French  Cavana,  and 
is  not  good  meat.  The  fourth  is  named  Carer, 
being  very  like  thofe  of  Europe  :  this  fort 
keeps  commonly  among  the  rocks,  whence  they 
crawl  out  for  their  food,  which  is  generally  fea- 

'   apples ; 
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apples :  thofe  other  above  meatipned  feed  on  grafs, 
which  grows  in  the  water  on  thefandy  banks :  thefe 
banks  or  flielves,  for  their  plcafant  green,  refemble 
the  deJightful  meadows  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Their  eggs  are  almoft  like  thofe  of  the  crocodile^  . 
bat  without  any  fhell,  being  only  covered  with  a 
thin  filoti ;  they  are  found  in  fuch  prodigious  quan- 
tities along  the  (bores,  that  were  they  not  frequently 
deftroycd  by  birds,  the  fea  would  abound  with  tor- 
toifes.  ^ 

Thefe  creatures  have  certain  places  where  they  lay  ' 
their  eggs  every  year  ;  the  chief  are  the  three  i (lands  . 
called  Caymancs,  in  20  deg.  15  min.  lat.  being  45  , 
leagues  north  of  Cuba. 

It  is  worth  confidering  how  the  tortoifes  find 
thefe  iflauds ;  for  the  greateft  part  come  from  the 
gulf  of  Honduras^  1 50  leagues  off,  and  many  times 
the  (hips  having  loll  their  latitude,  through   the 
'darknefs  of  the  weather,  fteer  only  by  the  noife  the 
tortoifes  make  in  fwimming,  and  reach  thofe  iOes, . 
When  the  feafon  of  hatching  is  part,  they  retire  to  • 
Cuba,,  which  affords  them  good  food ;  but  while 
they  are  at  the  Caymanes  tliey  cat  little  or  nothing. 
When  they  have  been  a  month  in  the  feas  of  Cuba, 
and  are  grown  fat,  the  Spaniards  fifh  for  them-, 
bt'ing  then  to  be  taken  in  fuch  abundance,  that 
they  furni(h  their  cities,  towns,  and  villages  with . 
ihera.     'f  he  way  they  take  them   is,    by  making 
with  a  great  nail  a  kind  of  dart ;  this  they  fix  at  the 
end  of  a  long  pole,  widi  which  they  kill,  the  tor-- 
toifes  whenever  they  appear  above  the  water. . 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Spain  and  Campcachy 
Inde  their  beft  merchandife  in  (hips  of  great  bulk  : 
the  vefTcIs  from  Campcachy  fail  in  the  winter  to 
Caraccas,  Trinity-Illes,  and  that  of  >Margarita,  and 
return  back  again  in  the  fummer.  The  pirates . 
knowing  tliefcfeafons  (being  very  diligent  in  their 
CI  6  '  enquiries) } 
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enquires)  always  cruize  between  the  places  above- 
mentioned  ;  but  in  cafe  they  lijght  of  no  confider- 
able  booty,  .they  commonly  undertake  fome  more 
hazaidous  enterprizes;  one  remarkable  inllaqcc  of 
which  I  (hall  here  give  you  :  a  certain  pirate  called 
Pierre  Francois,  or  Peter  Francis,  waiting  a  long 
time  at  fea  with  his  boat  and  twenty-fix  men,  for 
the  (hips  that  were  to  return  from  Maracaibo  to 
Campca^hy,  and  not  being  able  to  find  any  prey, 
at  laft  he  refcJved  to  diieft  his  courfe  to  Rancheiras, 
Bear  the  river  de  la  Plata,  in  12  deg.  and  a  half 
north  latitude.  Here  lies  a  rich  bank  of  pearl,  to 
the  fi(hery  whereof  they  yearly  fent  from  Cartha- 
gena  iwehe  veflels,  with  a  man  of  war  for  thtir 
defence.  Every  vefTel  has  at  leaft  two  negroes  in  it, 
who  are  very  dextrous  in  diving  to  the  depth  of  /ix 
fathoms,  where  they  find  good  ilore  of  pearls.  On 
this  fleet,  called  the  pearl-fleet,  Pieire  Francois  rc- 
folved  to  venruie,  rather  than  go  home  empty ;  they 
then  rid  at  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  de  hi 
Ilacha,  the  man  of  war  fcarce  half  a  league  di(hnt 
from  the  fm<ill  .fliips,  and  the  wind  very  calm. 
Having  fpied  them  in  this  pofture,  he  prcfently 
pulled  down  his  fails,  and  rowed  along  the  coaft, 
fjignipg  to  be  a  Spanifh  veflel  come  from  Mara- 
caibo ;  but  no  fooner  was  he  come  to  the  pearl- 
bank,  when  fuddenly  he  aflaulted  the  vice-admiral 
of  eight  guns  and  fixty  men,  commanding  them 
to' furrender.  The  Spaniards  made  a  good  defence 
tor  fome  time,  but  at  laft  were  forced  to  fubmit. 
Having  thus  taken  the  vice-admiral,  he  refolved  to 
attempt  the  man  of  w'ar,  with  which  addition  he 
hoped  to  mafter  the  reft  of  the  fleet :  to  this  end  he 
prefently  funk  his  own  beat,  putting  forth  the  Spa- 
iii(h  colouis,  and  weighed  anchor  with  a  little  wind 
which  then  began  to  ftir,  having  with  threats  and 
Jpromifes  compelled  moft  of  the  Spaniards  to  affift 

him. 
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him.  But  fo  foon  as  the  man  of  war  perceived  one 
of  his  fleet  to  (ail,  he  did  fo  too,  fearing  left  the 
mariners  defigned  to  run  away  with  the  riches  they 
had  on  board.  The  pirate  on  this  immediately  gave 
over  the  enterprize,  thinking  themfelves  unable  to 
encounter  force  to  force;  hereupon  they  endea- 
voured 10  get  out  of  the  river  and  gain  the  open 
feas,  by  making  as  much  fail  as  they  could  ;  which 
the  man  of  war  perceiving,  he  prefently  gave  them 
chafe,  but  the  pirates  having  laid  on  too  much  fail, 
and  a  guft  of  wind  fuddenly  rifing,  their  main-maft 
was  brought  by  the  board,  which  dilablcd  them 
from  efcaping. 

This  unhappy  event  much  encouraged  ihofe  in 
the  man  of  war,  they  gaining  upon  the  pirates  every 
moment,  and  at  laft  overtook  them;  but  ihey  find- 
ing they  had  twenty-two  found  men,  the  rcfl  f  cing 
cither  killed  or  wounded,  refolved  to  defend  them- 
felves as  long  as  poffible ;  this  they  performed  very 
courageoufly  for  fome  time,  till  they  were  forced 
by  the  man  of  war,  on  condition  that  they  (hould 
not  be  ufed  as  flaves  to  carry  flones,  or  be  employed 
in  other  la  ours  for  three  or  four  years,  as  they 
fcrved  their  negroes,  but  that  they  (hould  be  fet 
fafe  a(hore  on  free  land.  On  thefe  articles  they 
yielded  with  all  they  had  taken,  which  was  woith, 
in  pearls  alone,  above  100,006  pieces  of  eight,  be* 
fides  the  veflel,  provifions,  goods,  &c.  Ail  which 
would  have  made  this  a  greater  prize  than  he  could 
defire,  which  he  had  certainly  carried  off,  if  his 
main-maft  had  not  been  loft,  as  we  faid  before. 

Another  bold  attempt  like  this,  nor  lefs  remark* 
able,  I  fti-all  alfo  give  you.  A  certain  pirate  of  Por- 
tugal, thence  called  Bartholomew  Portugues,  was 
cruifing  in  a  boat  of  thirty  men  and  four  fmall  guns, 
from  Jamaica,  upon  the  cape  dc  Corriente  in  Cuba, 
where  he  met  a  great  flup  fipom  Maracaibo  and 
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tiarthagena,  bound  for  the  Havanoa,  well  provided 
with  twenty  great  guns  and  fcventy  men,  paflengers 
and  mariners  ;  this  (hip  he  prefently  aflaulted,  which  * 
they  on  boai*d  as  refolutely  defended.  The  pirate 
^fcaping  the  firft  encounter,  refolved  to  attack  her 
more  vigoroufly  than  before,  feeing  he  had  yet  fuf- 
-fered  no  great  damage :  this  he  performed  with  fo 
much  refoluiion,  that  at  laft,  after  a  long  and  dan- 
gerous fight,  he  became  mafter  of  it.  The  Portu- 
guefe  loft  only  ten  men,  and  had  four  wounded, . 
{o  that  he  had  ftill  remaining  twenty  fighting  men, 
whereas  the  Spaniards  had  double  the  number. 
Having  pofTcfied  themfelves  of  the  (hip,  the  wind 
being  contrary  to  return  to  Jamaica,  they  refolved 
to  fteer  to  Cape  St.  Anthony  (which  lies  weft  of 
Cuba)  there  to  repair  and  take  in  fre(h  water,  of 
which  they  were  then  in  great  want. . 

Being  very  near  the  cape  abovefaid,  they  unex- 
peftedly  met  with  three  great  (hips  coming  from 
New  Spain,  and  bound  for  the  Havanna  i  by  thefe, 
not  beingjible  to  efcape,  they  were  eafily  retaken, . 
both  fliip  and  pirates,  and  all  made  prifoners,  and 
ilripped  of  all  the  riches  theyJaad  taken  but  juft  be- 
fore. The  cargo  confifted  in  1 20,000  weight  of 
cocoa  nuts,  the  chief  ingredients  of  chocolate,  and 
70,000  pieces  of  eight.  Two  days  after  this  mif- 
fortune  there  arofc  a  great  ftorm,  which  feparatcd 
the  (Iiips  from  one  another.  The  great  vedel, 
where  the  pirates  were,  arrived  at  Campeachy, 
where  many  confiderable  merchants  came  and  falutcd 
the  captain;  thefe  prefently  knew  the  Portuguefe 
pirate,  being  infamous  for  the  many  infolencies, 
robberies,  and  murders  he  had  committed  on  their  < 
coafts,  which  they  kept  frefti  In  their  memory. 

The  next  day  after  their  arrival,  the  magiilrates 
of  the  citjr  fent  to  demand  the  prifoners  from  on 
board  the  fhip,  in-order  to  puai(h  them  according 

to 
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to  their  dcFerts  ;  bat  fearing  the  captain  of  the 
pirates  fliould  make  bis  cfcape  (as  he  had  formerly 
done,  being  their  prifoner  once  before)  they  judged 
it  fafcr  to  leave  him  guarded  on  (hip-board  for  the 
prefenty  while  they  erected  a  gibbet  to  hang  him 
on  the  next  day,  without  any  other  procefs  thaa 
to  lead  htm  from  the  (hip  to  his  punifhment ;  the 
rumour  of  which  was  prefently  brought  to  Bartho- 
lomew Portugues,  whereby  he  fought  all  poflTibic 
means  to  efcape  that  night.  With  this  defign  he 
took  two  earthen  jars,  wherein  the  Spaniards  carry 
wine  from  Spain  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  flopped 
tliem  very  well,  intending  to  ufe  them  for  fwim- 
ming,  as  thofe  nnfkilled  in  that  art  do  corks  or 
empty  bladders.  Having  made  this  neceflary  pre- 
paration,  he  waited  when  all  (hould  be  aHeep ; 
but  not  being  able  to  efcape  his  centinel's  vigilances- 
he  ftabbed  him  with  a  knife  he  had  fecretly  pur- 
chafed^  and  then  threw  himfelf  into  the  fea  with 
the  earthen  jars  before-mentioned,  by  the  help  of 
which,  though  he  never  learned  to  fwim,  he 
reached  the  (hore,  and  immediately  took  to  the 
woods,  where  he  hid  himfelf  for  tliree  days,  not 
daring  to  appear,  eating  no  other  food  than  wild 
herbs. 

Thofe  of  the  city  next  day  made  diligent  fearch 
for  him  in  the  woods,  where  they  concluded  him 
to  be  *:  this  ftriA  enquiry  Portugues  faw  from  the 
hollow,  of  a  tree,  wherein  he  lay  hid ;  and  upon 
their  return  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  del 
Golpho  Trifte,  forty  leagues  from  Campeachy, 
where  he  arrived  within  a  fortnight  after  his  efcape ; 
during  which  time^  as  alfo  afterwards,  he  endured 
extreme  hunger  and  thirft,  having  no  other  provi- 
ftoD  ^i^th  him  than  a  fmall  calabaca  with  a  little  wa- 
fcer,  befides  the  fears  of  falling  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards.    He  eat  nothing  but  a  few  ihell- 

fi(h. 
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fifli,  which  he  found  among  the  rocks  near  the  feJD- 
ftore ;  and  being  obliged  to  pafa  fome  rivers,  not 
knowing  well  how  to  fwim,  he  found  at  laft  an  old 
"board  which  the  waves  had  driven  afhore,  wherein 
were  a  few  great  nails  ;  thefe  he  took,  and  with  no 
fmall  labour  whetted  on  a  ftone,  till  he  |;jad  made 
them  like  knives,  though  not  fo  well  ;  with  thefe, 
and  nothing  clfe,  he  cut  down  fome  branches  of 
trees,  wb'ch  with  twigs  and  ofiers  he  joined  toge- 
ther, and  made  as  well  as  he  could  a  bait  to  waft 
him  over  the  rivers^  Thus  arriving  at  the  cape  of 
Golpho  Trtfte,  as  was  faid,  he  found  a  vefTel  of 
pirates,  comrades  of  his  own,  lately  come  from  Ja^ 
makra'. 

To  thefe  he  related"  all  his  adverfities  and  misfor* 
tunes,  and  withal  defired  they  would  fit  him  with 
a  boat  and  twenty  men,  with  which  company  alone 
he  promifcd  to  return  to  Campeachy,  and  aflhult 
the  fhip  that  wa»  in  the  river,  by  which  he  had 
been  taken  fourteen  days  before.  .They  prefently 
granted  his  requeft,  and  equipped  him  a  boat  ac- 
cordingly. With  this  fmall  company  he  fet  out  to 
execute  his  defign,  which  he  bravely  performed 
eight  days  after  he  left  Golpho  Trifte;  for  being 
arrived  at  Campeachy,  with  an  undaunted  courage*, 
and  without  any  noife,  he  afHiulted  the  faid  (hip ; 
thofe  on  board  thought  it  was  a  boat  from  land 
that  came  to  bring  contraband  goods,  and  fo  were 
in  no  pofture  of  defence;  which  opportunity  the 
pirates  laying  hold  of,  affaulted  them  fo  refolutcly, 
that  in  a  little  tin>e  they  compelled  the  Spaniards  to 
furrender. 

Being  mafters  of  the  (hip,  they  immediately 
weighed  anchor  and  fet  fail  from  the  port,  left  they 
(hould  be  purfucd  by  other  veffcls :  this  they  did 
with  the  utmoil  joy,  feeing  themfelves  pofleflbrs  of 
fo  brave  a  fliip,  eff ^cially  Pof cugues,  who  by  a:  fe* 
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cond  tura  of  fortune  was  become  rich  and  powerful 
again,  who  was  fo  lately  in  that  fame  vcffcl  a  pri- 
foocr,  conderoned  to  be  hanged.  With  thrs  pur- 
chafe  he  defigncd  greater  things,  which  he  might 
have  done,  fmce  there  remained  in  the  vcHcl  fo 
great  a  quantity  of  rich  mcrchandife,  though  the 
plate  had  been  fent  to  the  city  :  but  while  he  was 
making  his  voyage  to  Jamaica,  near  the  ifle  of 
Pinos,  on  the  fouth  of  Cuba,  a  terrible  ftorm  arofe, 
which  drove  againft  the  Jardines  rocks,  where  (he 
•^as  loft ;  but  Portugues  with  his  companions 
efcaped  in  a  canoe,  in  which  he  arrived  at  Jamaica, 
where  it  was  not  long  ere  he  went  on  new  advea* 
tures,  but  was  never  fortunate  after. 

Nor  lefs  confidcraWc  are  the  anions  of  another 
pirate  who  now  lives  at  Jamaica,  who  on  fevcral 
occafions  has  performed  very  furprizing  things.  He 
was  born  at  Groninghen  in  the  United  Provinces : 
his  own  name  not  being  known,  his  companions  gave 
him  that  of  Roche  Brafiliano,  by  reafoa  of  his  )ott^ 
refidence  in  Brafil :  hence  he  was  forced  to  fly, 
when  the  Portuguefe  retook  thofe  countries  from  the 
Dutch,  feveral  nations  then  inhabiting  at  Brafil  (as 
Englifh,  French,  Dutch,  and  ofliers)  being  con- 
ftrained  to  feek  new  fortunes. 

This  perfon  fled  to  Jamaica,  where  being  at  a 
fland  how  to  get  his  living,  he  entered  htmfelf  into 
the  fociety  of  pirates,  wlwe  he  fcrvcd  as  a  private 
mariner  for  fome  time,  and  behaved  himielf  fo  well, 
that  he  was  beloved  and  refpe^ed  by  all.  One 
day  fome  of  the  mariners  quanelled  with  their  cap- 
tain to  that  degree,  that  they  left  the  boat ;  Brafi- 
liano  following  them,  was  chofe  their  leader,  who 
having  iitted  out  a  fmall  veflel,  they  made  him  cap- 
tain. 

Within  a  f|^w  days  after  he  took  a.  great  fliip 
coming  ivoai  New  Spam,  which  had  a  great  quan- 
tity 
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tity  of  plate  on  board,  and  carried  it  to  Jamaica. 
This  aftioQ  got  him  a  great  reputatioa  at  honie; 
and  though  in  his  private  alFaira  he  governed  hina- 
felf  very  well,  he  wonld  oftentimes  appear  br«tifli 
and  fooliih  when  in  drink,  running  up  and  down 
the  flreets,  beating  or  wounding  thofe  he  met,  no 
perfon  daring  to  make  any  refiftance. 

To  the 'Spaniards  lie  was  always  very  barbarous 
and  cruel,  out  of  an  invcieiate  hatred  agaiiiA  ihat 
nation  ;  of  thcfe  be  commanded  fcveral  to  be  roafted 
alive  on  wooden  fpits,  for  not  (hewing  hina  hog- 
yards  where  he  might  fteal  fwine.  After  many  pf 
ihefe  cruelties,  as  he  was  cruifing  on  the  coafts  of 
Cam  peachy,  a  difmal  teropeft  furprized  him  fo  vio- 
lently, that  his  (hip  was  wrecked  upon  the  coafls, 
the  nnriners  only  efcaping  with  their  raudcets,  and 
fome  few  bullets  and  powdjr,  which  were  the  only 
things  they  could  fave.  The  (hip  was  loft  between 
Campeachy  and  the  Golpho  Trifle ;  here  they  got 
aibore  in  a  canoe,  and  marching  along  the  coaft 
with  all  thi5  fpeed  they  could,  they  djrefted  their 
courfe  towards  Golpho  Trifte,  the  common  refuge 
qf  the  pirates.  Being  upon  his  journey,  and  all 
very  hungry  and  thirfty,  as  is  ufual  in  defart  places, 
they  were  purfued  by  a  troop  of  loo  Spaniards. 
Brafiiiano  perceiving  their  imminent  danger,  eocou* 
raged  his  companions,  telling  them,  *  They  were 

•  better  foldiers,    and  ought  rathtr  to  die  under 

*  their  arms  fightin?:,  ^s  it  became  men  of  courage, 
*.  than  furrender  to  the  Spaniards,  who  would  take 

.*  away  their  lives  with  the  utmoft  torments.'  The 
.  pirates  were  but  thirty,  yet  feeing  their  brave  com- 
mander oppofe  the  enemy  with  fucli  courage,  rc- 
.folved  to  do  the  like :  hereupon  they  faced  the 
troop  of  Spaniards,  and  difcharged  their  muflcets  oa 
them  fo  dextroufly,  that  they  killed  one  horfemaa 
Almoft  with  every  (hot.    The  fight  continued  for 

an. 
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an  hour,  oil  at  laft  the  Spaniards  were  put  to 
flight.  They  ftripped  the  dead,  and  took  from 
them  what  was  moft  for  their  ufe ;  fuch  as  were 
not  quite  dead  they  difpatcbed  with  the  ends  oi 
their  xnufkets. 

Having  vanquilheti  ihe  enemy,  they  mounted  oo 
hoiTes  tbcy  found  in  the  field,  and  continued  their 
journey  :  Brafiliano  having  loft  but  two  of  his  com- 
panions in  this  bloody  fight,  and  had  two  wounded. 
Profecutlng   their  way,    before  they  came   to  the 
port,   they  fpied  a  boat  at  anchor  fiom  Cam  peachy, 
well  manned,  proteftiog  a  few  canoes  that  were 
ladiog  wood  ;  hereupon  ihey  fent  fix  of  their  men 
to  watch  them,  who  next  morning  by  a  wile  pof- 
fefled  thcmfelves  of  the  canoes.     Having  given  no- 
tice to  their  companions,  they  boarded  thcro,  and 
alfo  look  the  little  man  of  war,  their  convoy.     Be- 
ing thus   mailers  of  this  fleet,    they  wanted  only 
provifions,  of  which  they  found  licde  aboard  choie 
veHeU ;  bat  this  defeft  was  fupplled  by  the  horfes 
which  they  killed  and  falted  with  fait,  which  by 
good  fortune  the  wood-cutters  had  brought  with 
them,  with  which  they  fupported  thcmfelves  till 
they  cq|dd  get  better. 

They  took  alfo  another  fhip  going  from  New 
Spain  to  Maracaibo,  liden  with  divers  forts  of 
merchaodife  and  pieces  of  eight,  defigned  to  buy 
cocoa-nuts  for  their  lading  home :  all  thefe  they 
carried  to  Jamaica,  where  thev  fafely  arrived^  and» 
according  to  cuftocn,  wafted  all  in  a  few  days  in 
uverns  and  ftews,  giving  themielvcs  to  all  manner 
of  debaochery.  &ich  of  tbefe  pirates  will  fpend  two 
or  three  tboufand  pieces  of  eight  in  a  night,  not 
leaving  tbemfelves  a  good  fttirt  to  wear  in  the 
morfHng.  I  faw  one  of  them  give  a  common  ftrom- 
pet  500  pieces  of  eight  to  fee  her  naked.  My  owq 
mafter  would  bay  fometimes  a  pipe  of  wine,  and 

placing 
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placing  It  in  the  ftreet,  would  force  thofe  that  paflerf 
by  to  driuk  with  him,  threatening  alfo  to  piftd 
them  if  they  would  not.  He  would  do  the  like 
with  barrels  of  beer  or  ale,  and  very  often  he  would 
throw  thefc  liquors  about  the  ftreets,  and  wet  peo^ 
ple*s  cloaths,  without  regarding  whether  he  fpoilcd 
their  apparel. 

Among  ihemfelves  thefe  pirates  are  very  liberal  ;. 
if  any  one  has  loft  all,  which  often  happens  in  their 
manner  of  life,  they  freely  give  him  of  what  they 
have.  In  taverns  and  alchoufes  they  have  great 
credit ;  but  at  Jamaica  they  ought  not  to  run  very 
deep  in  debt,  feeing  the  inhabitants  there  eafily  fell 
one  another  for  debt.  This  happened  to  my  pa- 
tron, to  be  fold  for  a  debt  of  a  tavern,  wherein  he 
had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  money.  Thiis 
man  had  within  three  months  before  3000  pieces  of 
ci^'ht  in  ready  cafh,  all  which  he  wafted  in  that 
little  time,  and  became  as  poor  as  I  have  told  you. 

Bot  to  return :  Brafiliano,  after  having  fpent  all, 
was  forced  to  go  to  fea  again  to  feek  his  fortune  ; 
he  fet  forth  towards  the  coaft  of  Campeachy,  his 
common  rendezvous ;  fifteen  days  after  his  arrival, 
he  put  himfelf  into  a  canoe  to  efpy  the  port  of  that 
city,  and  fee  if  he  could  rob  any  Spanifti  veflel ;  but 
his  fortune  was  fo  bad,  that  both  he  and  all  his 
men  were  taken  and  carried  before  the  governor, 
who  immediately  caft  them  into  a  dungeon,  intend- 
ing to  hang  them  every  one ;  and  doubtlefs  he  had 
done  fo,  but  for  a  ftratagem  of  Brafiliano  which 
faved  their  lives.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  gover- 
nor, in  the  names  of  other  pirates  that  were  abroad 
at  fea,  telling  him,  *  He  fhould  have  a  care  how 

*  he  ufed  thofe  perfons  he  had  in  cuftody,  for  if  he 

*  hurt  them  in  the  leaft,  they  fworc  they  would 

*  never  give  quarter  to  any  Spaniard  that  (bould  fall 
'  iiito  their  hands.' 

Thcfa 
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Thefc  pirates  having  been  often  at  Campcachy, 
and  other  places  of  the  Wed-Indies  in  the  Spaniih 
ikxDimoQS,  the  governor  feared  what  mifchief  their 
companions  abroad  might  do»  if  he  fhould  punifti 
them ;  hereopon  he  releafed  them,  exafting  only  an 
oith  on  them,  that  they  would  leave  their  exercifc 
of  piracy  for  ever ;  and  withal  he  fent  them  as 
common  mariners  in  the  galleqns  to  Spain.  They 
got  in  this  voyage,  all  together,  500  pieces  of 
dght;  fo  that  they  tarried  not  long  there  after  their 
arrival ;  providing  themfclves  with  neceflaries,  they 
itmmed  to  Jamaica,  from  whence  they  fet  forth 
again  to  fca,  committing  greater  robberies  and  cru* 
cities  than  before,  but  efpecially  ^bufing  the  poor 
Spaniards  who  fell  into  their  hands  with  all  forts 
of  cruelty. 

The  Spaniards,  finding  they  could  gain  nothing 
on  thefe  people,  nor  diminifh  their  number,  dally 
refolved  fo  leflen  the  number  of  their  trading  (hips  : 
But  neither  was  this  of  any  fervice ;  for  the  pirates 
finding  few  (hips  at  fea,  began  to  gather  into  com- 
panies, and  to  land  on  their  dominions,  ruining 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  pillaging,  burning,  and 
carrying  away  as  much  as  they  could. 

The  firft  pirate  who  began  thefe  invafions  by 
land  was  Lewis  Scot,  who  facked  the  city  of  Gam- 
peachy,  which  he  almoft  ruined,  robbing  and  de- 
ftroying  all  he  could,  and  after  he  had  put  it  to  an 
cxceffive  ranfom,  he  left  it.  After  Scot  came  an- 
other named  Manfvclt,  who  invaded  Granada,  and 
penetrated  even  to  the  South-Sea,  till  at  Lift,  for 
want  of  provifion,  he  was  forced  to  go  back.  He 
aflaulted  the  ifle  of  St.  Catharine,  which  he  took, 
with  a  few  prifoners :  thefe  direfled  him  to  Cartha- 
geaa,  a  principal  city  in  Nueva  Granada.  But  the 
bold  attempts  and  aflions  of  John  Dayis,  born  at 
Jamaica^  ought  not  to  be  forgotten^  being  feme  of 

the 
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the  moft  remarkable,  efpecially  his  rare  prudence 
lind  valour  flievved  in  the  fore -mentioned  kingdom  of 
Granada.  This  pirate  having  long  cruifed  in  the' 
gulf  of  Pocatauro,  on  the  ihips  expeflcd  to  Cartha- 
gena,  bound  for  Nicaragua,  and  not  meeting  any  of 
them,  refolved  at  hft  to  land  in  Nicaragua,  leaving 
his  (hip  hid  on  the  coaft. 

This  defign  he  foon  executed ;  for  taking  80 
men  out  of  90,  which  he  had  in  all,  and  the  rcfV  he 
left  to  keep  the  (hip,  he  divided  them  equally  into 
three  canoes :  his  intent  was  to  rob  the  churches^ 
and  rilk  the  houfes  of  the  chief  citizens  of  Nicara- 
gua, Thus,  in  the  dark  night  they  entered  the 
river  leading  to  that  city,  rowing  in  their  canoes  5 
by  day  they  hid  themielves  and  boats  under  (he 
branches  of  trees,  on  the  banks,  which  grow  very 
thick  along  the  rlvcf  fides  in  thofe  countries,  and 
along  the  fca-coafl.  Being  arrived  at  the  city  ihc 
third  night,  the  centinel  who  kept  the  port  of  the 
river  thought  them  to  be  ft(hermen  that  had  been 
fiihing  in  the  lake;  and  moft  of  the  piiares  undcr- 
flanding  Spani(h,  he  doubted  not,  as  foon  as  he 
heaid  them  fpeak.  They  had  in  their  company  an 
Indian  who  had  run  away  from  his  mafter,  who 
would  have  enflaved  him  unjuftly  ;  he  went  firft 
a(hore,  and  inftanily  killed  the  centinel ;  t  lis  done, 
ihey  entered  the  city,  and  went  direflly  to  three  or 
four  horufes  of  the  chief  citizens,  where  they  knocked 
fofrly;  thefe  i  elieving  them  to  be  friends,  opened 
the  doors,  and  the  pirates  fuddenly  pofrelTing  them- 
felvcs  of  the  houfes,  ftole  all  the  money  and  plate 
they  could  find.  Nor  did  they  fpare  the  churches 
and  moft  facred  things,  all  which  were  pillaged 
and  profaned  without  any  refpcft  or  veneration. 

Mean  while,  great  cries  and  lamentations  were 

heard  of  fome  who  bad  efcaped  them  ;  fo  that  the 

whole  city  was  in  an  uproar,  and  all^  the  citizens 
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raflied  in  order  to  a  defence  ;  which  the  pirates  per- 
ceiving,   they   indanrly  fled,   carrjMng  away  ihcir 
booty,  and  fome  prifoners :  thcfe  they  led  away, 
that   if  any  of  them  (bould  be  taken  by  the  Spa- 
niards, they,  might  ufe  them  for  ranfom.     Thu$ 
they  got  to  their  (hip,  and  with  all  fpccd  put  to  fea, 
forcing  the  prifoners,  before  they  let  them  go,  to 
procure  them  as  much  flefh  as  was  necefTiry  for  their 
voyage  to  Jamaica.  But  no  fooner  had  they  weighed 
anchor,  when  they  faw  a  troop  of  about  500  Spa- 
niards, all  well  armed,  at  the  fea-flde ;  agninA  thtfc 
they  let  fly  feveral  guns,    wherenith  they  forced 
them  to  quit  the  fands,  and  retire  wirh  no  fmall 
regret,  to  fee  thefe  pirates  carry  awny  fd  much  plntc 
of  their  chorcKes  and  houfes,  though  dirtant  at  Icall 
forty  leagues  from  the  fea. 

Thcfe  pirates  got,  on  this  occafion,  above  4000 

pieces  of  eight  in  money,   befides  much  plate  and 

many  jewels,  in  all  to  the  vnlue  of  ;o,oco  pieces 

of  eight,  or  more.     With  all  this  they  arrived  at 

Jamaica  foon  after.     But  this  forf  of  people  being 

never  long  roafters  of  their  money,  they  were  fooa 

conftrained  to  feek  more  by  the  fame  means;  and 

Captain  John  Da?is,  prefently  after  his  return,  was 

chofen  admiral  of  feven  or  eight  vefTcls,  he  being 

now  cfteemed  an  able  conductor  for  fuch  enterpri- 

Zes.     He  began^  his  new  command  by  directing  his 

fleet  to  the  north  of  Cuba,  there  to  wait  for  the 

fleet  from  New  Spain  ;  but  miffing  his  dcfign,  they 

determined  for  Florida :  being  arrived  there,  they 

landed  their  men,  and  lacked  a  fmall  city  named 

St.  Auguftine  of  Florida.     The  caftle  had  a  garifon 

of  200  men,  but  could  not  prevent  the  pillage  of 

the  city,  they  efflfting  it  without  the  leaft  damage 

from  the  foldiers  or  townfmen. 

Thns  we  have  fpoken,  in   the  firft  part  of  this 
book,  of  the  conllitution  of  Hifpaniola  and  Tor- 

tuga. 
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tuga,  their  properties  and  inhabitaots,  as  alfo  of  the 
fruits:  in  the  fecond  part  we  .(hall  defcribe  the 
aftious  of  the  two  rooft  famous  pirates,  who  cQin  - 
ipitted  many  horrible  crimes  and  inhumanities  upon 
the  Spaniards. 

CHAP.    VIII. 

Of  the  origin  of  Francis  Lolonois^  and  the  beginning 
of  his  robberies* 

pRancis  Lolonois  was  a  native  of  that  territory 
"  in  France  which  is  called  Les  Sables  d'Olone, 
or  the  Sands  of  Olone:  in  his  youth  he  was  tranf- 
ported  to  the  Caribbee  iflands,  in  quality  of  fer- 
vant  or  flave,  according  to  cuftom,  of  which  we 
have  already  fpoken.  Being  out  of  his  time,  he 
came  to  Hifpaniola ;  here  he  joined  for  fome  time 
with  the  hunters,  before  he  began  his  robberies 
upon  the  Spaniards,  which  1  fliall  now  relate,  till 
his  unfortunate  death. 

At  firft  he  made  two  or  three  voyages  as  a  com- 
mon mariner,  wherein  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  cqm\ 
rageoufly,  as  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  governor  of 
Tortuga,  Monfieur  de  la  Place,  infomuch  that  he 
gave  him  a  (hip,  in  which  he  might  feek  his  for- 
tune, which  was  very  favourable  to  him  at  (irft,  for 
in  a  ihort  time  he  got  great  riches  :  but  his  cruel- 
ties againft  the  Spaniards  were  fuch,  that  the  fame 
of  them  made  him  fo  well  known  through  the 
Indies,  that  the  Spaniards,  in  his  time,  would 
choofe  rather  to  diie,  or  fink  fighting,  than  furren- 
der,  knowing  they  (hould  have  no  mercy  at  his 
hands.  But  Fortune,  being  feldom  conftant,  after 
fome  time  turned  her  back ;  for  in  a  huge  ftorm  he 
loft  his  (hip  on  the  coaft  of  Campeachy.  '  The  men 
were  all  (aved,    but  coming  upon  dry  land,    the 

Spaniai'ds 
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'Spaniards  parfued  them»  aod  killed  the  grcateft 
part,  wounding  alfo  Lolonols.  Not  knowing  bo%f 
to  cfcape,  he  feved  his  life  by  a  flracagem :  ming- 
ling fand  with  the  blood  of  his  wounds,  with  whicli 
befmearing  his  face  and  other  parts  of  his  bodjTp 

and  hiding  himfelf  dextrouQy  among  the  dead,  he 
continued  there  till  the  Spaniards  quitted  the  field. 
They  being  gone,  he  retired  to  the  woods,  and 
jbound  up  his  wounds  as  well  as  he  could  :  thcfe 
being  pretty  well  healed,  he  took  his  way  to  Cam- 
peachy,  having  difguifed  himfelf  in  a  Spanifti  habit. 
Here  he  enticed  certain  Ihves,  to  whom  he  promif^d 
liberty,  if  they  would  obey  him,  and  truft  to  hi$ 
condu^.     They  accepted  his  promifes,  and  fteal- 

:ing  a  canoe,  they  went  to  fca  with  him.  Now  the 
Spaniards  having  made  feveral  of  his  companions 
prifoners,  kept  them  clofe  in  a  dungeon,  while 
Lolonois  went  about  the  town,  and  faw  what 
pafled.  Thefe  were  often  afi:ed,  •  What  is  be- 
*  come  of  your  captain  V  To  whom  they  conftantly  - 
^nfwered,  *  He  is  dead.'  Which  rejoiced  the  Spa- 
oiards,  who  made  bonfires,  and,  knowing  nothing 
to  the  contrary,  gave  thanks  to  God  for  their  deli- 
verance from  fnch  a  cruel  pirate,  Lolonois  having 
fcen  thcfe  rejoicings  for  his  death,  made  hafte  to 
efcape,  with  the  flaves  above-mentioned,  and  came 
lafe  to  Tortuga,  the  common  refuge  of  all  forts  of 
wickedncfs,  and  the  feininary,  as  it  were,  of  pirates 
and  thieves.  Though  now  his  fortune  was  low, 
yet  he  got  another  (hip  with  craft  and  fitbtlety,  and 
in  it  21  men.  Being  well  provided  with  arms  and 
rieceflaries,  he  fet  forth  for  Cuba,  on  flie  fouth 
whereof  is  a  fmall  village  called  de  los  Cayos. 
The  inhabitants  drive  a  great  trade  in  tobacco,  fu- 
gar,  and  hides,  and  all  in  boats,  not  being  able  to 
life  (hips,  by  reafon  of  tlie  little  depth  of  that  fea. 
Vol.  I.  D  Lolonois 
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Lolonois  was  pcrfuaded  he  (hould  get  here  fome 
confiderable  prey  ;  but  by  the  good  fortune  of  fome 
fifhermeQ  who  faw  him,  and  the  mercy  of  God, 
they  efcaped  him :  for  the  mhabitan^s  of  the  town 
.^ifpatched  immediately  a  meffengcr  over  land  to  the 
Havanna,  complaitiing  that  Lolonois  was  come  to 
deftroy  them  with  two  canoes.  The  governor 
could  very  hardly  believe  this,  having  received  let- 
ters from  Campeachy  that  he  was  dead :  but  nt 
'their  impoctunity  he  fent  a  (hip  to  their  relief,  with 
ten  guns,  and  ninety  men,  well  armed  ;  giving 
them  this  exprefe  command,  *  That  they  (hould  noc 

*  return  into  his  prefencc  without  having  totally 
•*  deftroyed  thofe  pirates.*  To  this  effeft,  he  gave 
them  a  negro  to  fcrve  for  a  hangman,  and  ordens, 

*  That  they  (hould  immediately  haug  every  one  of 
'  the  pirates,  cKcepting  Lolonois,  their  captain, 
•^  whom  they  (hould  bring  alive  to  the  Havanna.' 
This  (hip  arrived  at  Cjyos,  of  whofe  coming  the 
pirates  were  advertized  beforehand,  and  inftcad  of 
iying,  went  to  feek  it  in  the  river  Eftera,  where 
Ae  rode  .at  anchor.  The  pirates  feized  fome  fi(her- 
men,  and  forced  them  by  night  to  (hew  them  the 
.entry  of  the  port,  hoping  foon  to  obtain  a  greater 
ve(rel  than  their  two  canoes,  and  thereby  to  mead 
4heir  fortune.  They  arrived,  after  two  in  the 
morning,  very  nigh  the  (hip,  and  the  watch  on 
board  the  (hip  afking  them,  *  Whence  they  came, 

*  and  if  they  had  feen  any  pirates  abroad  V  tbty 
xaufed  one  of  the  prifoners  to  anfwer,  *  They  had 

*  feen  no  pirates,  nor  any  thing  elfe.*  Which  an- 
fwer mSdc  them  believe  tliat  they  were  fled  upon 
hearing  of  their  coming. 

But  they  foon  found  the  contrary;  for  about 
break  of  day  the  pirates  a(raulted  the  ve(rel  on  both 
<iies  with  their  two  capoes,  with  fuch  vigour,  that 
though  the  Spaniards  l)ehavcd  ihemfelves  as  they 
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cnighty  and  made  as  good  defence  as  they  could, 
making  fome  ufe  of  their  great  gans,  yet  they  were 
forced  to  farrender,  being  beaten  by  the  pirates, 
with  fword  in  hand,  down  under  the  hatches* 
From  hence  Lolonois  commanded  them  to  be 
brought  up,  one  by  one,  and  in  this  order  caufed 
their  heads  to  be  flruck  off.  Among  the  reft  came 
up  the  negft,  dcfigned  to  be  the  pirates  execu- 
tooer;  this  fellow  implored  mercy  at  his  hands 
very  dolefully,  telling  Lolonois  he  was  conftituted 
hangman  of  that  fliip,  and  if  he  Would  fpare  him, 
he  would  teil  him  faithfully  all  that  he  fhould  de- 
Crc.  Lolonois  making  him  confds  what  he  thought 
fit,  com  nandcd  him  to  be  murdered  with  the  reft. 
Thus  he  cruelly  and  barbaroufly  ptrt  them  all  to 
death,  referviog  only  one  alive,  whom  he  fent  back 
to  the  governor  of  the  Havanna,  with  this  meflagc 
iQ  writing  :  *  I  (hall  never  henceforward  give<juar- 

*  ^er  to  any  Spaniard  whatfoevcr ;  and  I  have  great 

*  hopes  I  (hall  execute  on  your  own  perfon  the  very 

*  fame  puniftiment  I  have  done  upon  them  you  fent 
'^  agaioft  me.     Thus  I  have  retaliated  the  kindnefs 

*  you  defigned  to  me  anJ  my  companions/  The 
governor,  much  troubled  at  this  fed  news,  fworc 
in  the  prefence  of  many,  that  he  would  never  grant 
quarter  to  any  pirate  that  fliould  fall  into  his  hands. 
But  the  citizens  of  the  Havanna  defired  him  not  to 
perfift  in  the  execution  of  that  rafti  and  rigorous 
oath,  feeing  the  pirates  would  certainly  take  occa- 
*iion  from  thence  to  do  the  fame,  and  they  had  an 
hundred  times  more  opportunity  of  revenge  than 
he :  that  being  neceffitated  to  get  their  livelihood 
by  fifhery,  they  (hould  hereafter  always  be  in  dan- 
ger of  their  lives.  By  thefe  rcafons  he  was  per- 
fuaded  to  bridle  his  anger,  and  remit  the  (everitj 
of  bis  oath* 

D  2  Now 
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Now  Lolonois  had  got  a  good  (hip,  but  very  few 
^prdviHoas  and  people  in  it  \  to  purchafe  both  which|. 
he  refolvcd  to  cruize  from  one  port  to  another.  Do- 
ing thus  for  feme  time,  without  fuccefs,  be  deter- 
tnined  to  go  to  the  port  of  Maracaibo :  here  he 
fwrprizcd  a  (hip  laden  with  plate  and  other  mer- 
chandizes, outward  bound  to  buy  cocoa-nuts. 
With  this  prize  he  returned  to  Tortuga,  where  he 
was  received  with  joy  by  the  inhabitants,  they  con- 
gratulating his  happy  fuccefs  and  their  own  pri- 
vate intcreft.  He  ftaid  not  long  there,  but  de- 
figned  to  equip  a  fleet  fufficient  to  tranfport  500 
men  and  neceflaries.  Thus  provided,  he  xefolved 
to  pillage  both  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and, 
finally,  to  take  Maracaibo  itfclf.  For  this  purpofe, 
he  knew  the  ifland  of  Tortuga  would  afford  him 
many  refolute  and  courageous  men,  fit  for  fuch  en- 
tcrprizes  ;  befides,  -*he  had  in  his  fervice  feveral  pri- 
soners well  acquainted  with  the  ways  and  places  de« 
<£gned  upon. 

CHAP.     IX. 

JaIotioIs  equips  aflat  to  land  upon  the  Spanijh  ijlande 
qf  America^  with  intent  to  rob,  fack,  and  burn 
nuhatfoever  he  met  with. 

^F  this  dcfign  Lolonois  giving  notice  to  all  the 
^^  pirates,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  he  got 
,together,  in  a  little  while,  above  400  men  ;  bcfide 
which,  there  was  then  in  Tortuga  another  pirate, 
named  Michael  de  Bafco,  who,  by  his  piracy7  had 
got  riches  fufficient  to  live  at  cafe,  and  go  no  more 
abroad  ;  having,  withal,  the  office  of  major  of  the 
ifland.  But  feeing  the  great  preparations  that  Lo- 
lonois made  for  this  expedition,  he  joined  him,  and 
offered  him,  that  if  be  would  make  him  his  chief  cap- 
tain 
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tarn  by  land  (feeing  he  knew  the  country  very  wclU 
and  all  its  aveones)  he  would  (hare  in  his  fortunes, 
and  go  with  him.  They  agreed  upon  articles,  10  the 
great  joy  of  Lolonois,  knowing  that  Bafco  had  done 
great  actions  in  Europe,  and  had  the  repute  of  a 
good  foldier.  Thus  they  all  embarked  in  eight 
Teflels,  that  of  Lolouois  being  the  gieatcft,  having 
ten  guns  of  indifferent  carriage. 

All  things  being  ready,  and  thc*wholc  company 
on  board,  they  fet  fail  together  about  the  end  oif 
April,  being  in  all  660  peifons.  They  ftcered  for 
that  part  called  Bayala,  north  of  Hlfpaniola  ;  here 
they  took  into  their  company  fome  French  huotcrs^ 
who  voluntarily  ofFered  themfelve»,  and  here  they 
provided  themfelves  with  visuals  and  necefluiicft 
for  their  voyage. 

From  hence  they  failed  again  the  laft  of  July,  and 
fteered  direftJy  to  the  eaflern  cf^pc  of  the  ifle  called 
Punta  d'Efpada,  Hereabouts  efpying  a  (hip  fron^ 
Puerto  Rico,  bound  for  New  Spain,  Jade?  with  co* 
coa>nut9,  Loloncde  conunandcd  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
to  wait  for  him  near  Savona,  on  the  caft  of  Cape 
Panta  d'Efpada,  he  abne  intending  to  take  the  faid 
▼efftL  The  Spaniards,  though  they  had  been  in 
fight  full  two  hours,  and  knew  them  to  be  pirates^ 
yet  would  not  flee,  but  prepared  to  fight,  being 
well  armed  and  provided.  The  combat  lafted  three 
hours,  and  then  they  furrendered.  This  (hip  had 
16  guns  and  50  fighting  men  aboard :  they  found 
in  her  i2o>ooo  weight  of  cocoa,  40,000  pieces  of 
eight,  and  the  value  of  10,000  more  in  jewels.  Lo- 
lonois  fent  the  veflel  prefcntly  to  Tortnga  to  be  un- 
laden, with  orders  to  retnrn  as  foon  as  poiSble  to> 
Savona,*  where  he  would  wait  for  them.  Mean 
while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  being  arrived  at  Savona^ 
met  a0Other  Spani(h  veflfel  coming  from  Coman, 
irUh  military  proviflons  to  Hifpaoiola,  and  monef 
D  I  ta 
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to  pay  the  garifons  there.  This  vcfTcl  they  alf^- 
tt)ok  withouc  any  rcCftance,  though  mounted  wiihr 
eight  guns.  In  it  were  7000  weight  of  pow- 
der>  a  great  number  of  mufkets,  and  like  things 
with  12,000  pieces  of  eight. 

Thcfe   fucceflTes  encouraged    the    pirates,    they 
fecmiag  very   lucky  beginnings,  efpccially   findin|5 
their  fleet  pretty  well  recruited  in  a  little  time  :  fcr 
the  firft  fhip  arriving  at  Tortuga,  the  governor  or- 
dered it  to  be  inftantly  unladen,  and  foon  after  feet 
back,    with  fre(h  proviiions  and  other  neceflaries, 
to  Lolonois.     This  (hip  he  chofe  for  himfclf,  and 
gave  that  which  he  commanded   to  his  comrade, 
Anthony  du  Puis.     Being  thus  recruited  with  meiv. 
Id  {lieu  of  them  he  had  loft  in  taking  the  prizes^ 
arjd  by  ficknefs,  he  found  himfelf  in  a  good  condir 
tion  to  fet  fail  for  Maracaibo,  in  the  province  of 
Neuva  Venezuela,  in  the  latitude  of  12  deg.  lomin*. 
north.  This  ifland  is  20  leagues  long,  and  1 2  broad. 
To  this  port  alfo  belong  the  iflands  of  On^a  and 
Monges.     The  caft  fide  thereof  is  called  Cape  St. 
Roman,  and  the  weftern  fide  Cape  of  Caquibacoa. 
The  gulph  is  called  by  fome  the  Gulph  of  Vene- 
zuela, but  the  pirates  ufually  call  it  the  £ay  of  Ma* 
racaibo. 

At  the  entrance  of  this  gulph  are  two  iflands, 
extending  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  that  towards  the  eafl 
is  called  Ifla  de  las  Vigilias,  or  the  Watch  Ifle,  be- 
canfe  in  the  middle  is  an  high  hiil,.  on  which  ftands 
a  watch-houfe;  the  other  is  called  Ifla  de  la  Palo- 
mas,  or  the  Ifle  of  Pigeons.  Between  thefe  two 
iOands  runs  a  little  fea,  or  rather  lake  of  frefli  wa- 
ter, 60  leagues  long,  and  30  broad,  which  dif- 
gorging  itfclf  into  the  ocean,  dilates  itfelf  about  the 
faid  two  iflands.  Between  them  is  the  beft  paf- 
fage  for  ftiips,  the  channel  being  no  broader  than 
the  flight  of  a  great  gun  of  about  eight  pounds.  On 

the 
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ffce  Me  of  Pigeons  ftandeth  a  caftle,  to  impede  the 
entry  of  veflels,  all  being  neceffitated  to  come  very 
nigh  the  caftle,  by  reafon  of  two  banks  of  fand  oa 
the  other    fide,    wlih   only  founcen   feet  water. 
Many  other  banks  of  fand  there  are  in  this  lake,  as 
that  called  El  Tablazo,  or   the  Great  Table,  no 
deeper  than  ten  feet,  forty  leagues  within  the  lake. 
Others  there  are,  that  have  no  more  than  fir,  feven, 
or  eight   feet  in  depth  :    all   arc  very  dangerous, 
efpecially    to    mariners   unacquainted   with   them. 
Weft  hereof  is  the  city  of  Maracaibo,  very  pleafant 
to  the  view,  its  houfes  being  built  along  the  (hore, 
having  delightful  profpcfta  all  round  :  the  city  may 
contain   thr^e  or  four   thoufand  perfonfJ,  flaves  in- 
dudedy  all  which  make  a  town  of  a  reafonable  big- 
nefs.      There  are  judged  to  be  about  eight  hundred 
perfoQS  able  to  bear  arms,  all  Spaniards.     Hcrear© 
one   parifh  church,  well  built  and   adorned,  four 
mooai Series,  and  one  hofpiral.     The  city  is  governed 
by  a  deputy- governor,  fublVituted  by  the  governor 
of  theCaraccas.     The  trade  bereexercifed  is  iiiolUy 
in  hides  and  tobaccb.     The  inhabitants  pofTefs  great 
nambers  of  cattle,  and  many  plantations,    which 
cKtend  thirty  leagues  in  the  country,  efpecially  to- 
wards the  great  town  of  Gibrahar,  where  are  p,a-- 
thered  gre^  quantities  of  cocoa  nuts,  and  ail  other 
garden-fruit8»  which  ferve  for  the  regale  and  fiifte- 
nance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maracaibo,  whofe  terrl- 
tf>ries   are   much   drier   than  thofe    of  Gibraltar. 
Hither  thofe  of  Maracaibo  fend  great  quantities  of 
flefb,  they  making  returns  in  oranges,  lemons,  and 
other  fruits^;  for  the  inhlabitants  c5f  Gibraltar  want 
Aeib,  their  fields  not  being  capable  of  feeding  cows 
or  (beep. 

Before  Maracaibo  is  a  very  fpocious  and  fecure 

port,  wherein  may  be  built  all  forts  of  veflels,  hav* 

jDg  great  cooveoience  of  timber,  which  may  be- 
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tranfportcd  thither  at  little  charge.  Nigh  the  town 
lies  alfo  a  fmall  ifland  called  Borrlca,  where  they 
ffcd  great  numbers  of  goats,  which  cattle  the  inha- 
bitants ufe  more  for  their  (kins,  than  their  fleih  or 
milky  they  flighting  thefe  two,  unlefs  while  they 
are  tender,  and  young  kids.  In  the  fields  are  fed 
fomc  fheep,  but  of  a  very  fmall  fizc.  In  fome 
iflands  of  the  lake,  and  in  other  places  hereabouts, 
are  many  favage  Indians,  called  by  the  Spaniards 
Bravoes,  or  wild.  Thefe  could  never  be  i educed 
by  the  Spaniards,  being  bruti(h  and  untameable. 
They  dwell  moftly  towards  the  weft  fide  of  the 
lake,  in  little  huts  built  on  trees  growing  in  the 
water,  fo  to  keep  themfelves  from  the  innumerable 
mofquitoes  or  gnats,  which  infeft  and  torment  them 
night  and  day.  To  the  eaft  of  the  faid  lake  are 
whole  towns  of  fiftiermen,  who  likewife  liVe  in  huts 
built  on  trees,  as  the  former.  Another  rcafon  of 
this  dwelling  is  the  frequent  inundations  ;  for  after 
great  rains  the  land  is  often  overflown  for  two  or 
three  leagues,  there  being  no  lefe  than  twenty-five 
great  rivers  that  feed  this  Jake.  The  town  of  Gib- 
raltar is  alfo  frequently  drowned  by  thefe,  fo  that 
the  inhabitants  are  conflrained  to  retire  to  their  plan* 
tations. 

Gibraltar,  fituate  it  the  fide  of  the  lake,  about' 
forty  leagues  within  it,  receives  its  prowifions  of 
fleOi,  as  has  been  fald,  from  Maracaibo.  The 
town  is  inhabited  by  about  1500  perfons,  whereof 
400  may  bear  arms  ;  the  greateft  part  of  them  keep 
fliops,  wherein  they  exercife  one  trade  or  other. 
In  the  adjacent  fields  are  numerous  plantations  of 
fogar  and  cocoa,  in  which  are  many  tall  and  beau<- 
tiful  trees,  of  whofe  timber  houfes  may  be  bnilr, 
and  fhips.  Among  thefe  are  many  handfome  and 
proportionable  ceda^,  feven  or  eight  feet  abotit,  of 
which  they  bnrld  boats  and  fliips,  io  as  to  bear  one 
,  •'  ,  only 
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<»]y  great  iail ;  fach  TefTels  being  called  Piragtia9» 
The  whole  country  is  well  furnifbed  with  rivcra 
and  brooks,  very  ufeful  in  droughts,  being  thea 
cue  into  many  little  chansek  to  water  their  fields 
aud  plantations.  They  plant  alfo  macb  tobacco^ 
well  efteented  10  Europe,  and  for  its  goodnefs  is 
called  there  Tobacco  de  faccrdotes,  or  pricfts  to- 
bacco. They  enjoy  nigh  twenty  leagues  of  ^urlf- 
diAion,  which  is  bounded  by  very  high  mountains 
perpetually  covered  with  fiiow.  On  the  other  fide 
of  thefe  mountains  is  fitaate  a  great  cit/called  Me« 
rida,  to  which  the  town  of  Gibraltar  is  AshjeA. 
All  merchandize  is  cyried  hence  to  the  aforefaid 
dty  on  mules,  and  that  but  at  one  feafon  of  the 
year,  by  reafon  of  the  exceffive  cold  in  thoTe  high 
mountains.  On  the  fatd  mules  returns  are  made  in 
floDf  of  meal,  which  comes  from  towards  Pern,  by 
the  way  of  EftafFe. 

Thus  far  I  thought  good  to  make  a  ihort  de« 
fcription  of  the  lake  of  Maracaiboy  that  my  reader 
might  the  better  comprehend  what  I  (hall  fay  con- 
cerning the  adtions  of  pirates  in  this  place,,  as 
follows. 

Lolonois  arriving  at  the  gulph  of  Venezuefa  caff 
anchor  with  his  whole  fleet  out  of  fight  of  the  Vi- 
gilia,  or  Watch-ifle :  next  day  very  early  he  fet 
fail  thence  with  all  his  fhips  for  the  lake  of  Mara- 
caibo,  where  they  caft  anchor  again;  then  they 
landed  their  men,  with  defign  to  attack  firft  the 
fonrcfs  that  commanded  the  bar,  therefore  called 
dc  la  Barra.  This  fort  confifts  only  of  feveral  great 
baflcets  of  earth  placed  on  aiifing  ground,  planted 
with  16  great  guns,  with  feveral  other  heaps  of 
earth  round  abmit  for  covering  their  men.  The 
pirates  having  landed  a  league  off  this  fort,  advan* 
ced  by  degrees  towards  it ;  but  the  governor  hav- 
ing e(pc4  tbdr  laoding,  had  placed  a4  aoibBfcade 
D  5  ^ 
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to  cut  them  off  behind,  while  he  (hould  attacfe. 
Uiem.  IB  fbont.  This  the  pirates  difcovered,  and 
getting  before,  they  defeated  it  fo  entirely,  that  not 
a  man  could  retreat  to  the  caflle:  this  done,  Lolo-. 
nois,  with  his  companions,  advanced  immediately, 
to  the  fort,  and  after  a  figbt  of  almoft  three  hours^ 

.  with  the  ufual  defperation  of  this  fort  of  people,, 
they  i^ecame  mailers  thereof,  without  any  other 
arms  than  fwords  and  piftols.  While  they  were, 
lighting,  thofe  who  were  the  routed  ambufcade, 
not  being  able  to  get  into  the  caflle,  retired  into- 
Mr^racaibo  in  great  confufion  and  diforder,  crying, 
^  The  pirates  will  prefcntly  be  here  with  two  thou- 
*  fand  men  and  mere  *  The  city  having. formerly- 
been  taken  by  this  kind  of  people,  and  facked  to 
to  the  uttermoft,  had  ftill  an  idea  of  that  mifcry  : 
fo  that  upon  thefc  difmal  news  they  endeavoured  to. 
cfcape  towards  Gibraltar  in  their  boats  and  canoes^ 
carrying  with  them  all  the  goods  and  money  they 
could.  Being  come  to  Gibraltar,  they  told  how 
the  fonrefs  was  taken,  and  nothing  bad  been  faved^ 
nor  aoy  pcrfons  efcaped. 

The  caflle  thus  taken  by  the  pirates,  they  pre- 
fcntjy  fignified  to  the  fhips  their  vi^ory,  that  they 
fiiould  come  farther  in  without  fear  of  dangef. 
The  reft  of  that  day  was  fpcnt  in  ruining  and  de- 
D^.olifhing  the  faid  caflle.  Thty  nailed  the  guns, 
and  burnt  as  much  as  they  could  not  cany  away, 
burying  the  dead,  and  fending  on  board  the  fleee 
tlie  wounded.  Next  day,  very  early,  they  weighed 
anchor,  and  fleered  all  together  towards  Maiacaibc,. 
about  lix  leagues  diflant  from  the  fort;  but  the. 
wind  failing  that  day,  they  could  advance  little, 
being  forced  to  expcft  the  tide.  Next  morning  they  • 
came  in  fight  of  the  town,  and  prepared  for  land- 
ing under  the  proteftion  of  their  own  guns,  fear- 
ing the  Spaniards  might  have  laid  an  ambufcade  in. 
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the  VHxxls  :  they  pat  their  men  into  canoes^  brought 
for  that  purpofe^  aod  landed  where  they  thought 
rooft  coavenieat,  {hooting  ftill  furioufly  with  their 
great  guns.  Of  thofe  in  the  canoes,  half  only  went 
alhore,  the  other  half  remained  aboard  :  they  fired 
fnom  the  (hips  as  faft  as  poffible,  towards  the  woody 
part  of  the  (hore,  but  could  difcovcr  no  body ;  then 
they  entered  the  town;  whofe  inhabitants,  as  I  told 
you,  were  retired  to  the  wood,  and  Gibraltar,  with 
their  wives,  children,  and  families:  tlfeir  houfes 
they  left  well  provided  with  victuals,  as  flour, 
bread,  pork,  brandy,  wines,  and  poultry :  with 
tbefe  the  pirates  fell  to  making  good  cheer,  for  in  > 
fonr  weeks  before  they  had  no  opportunity  of  filling 
their  Aomachs  with  fuch  plenty. 

They  inftantly  pofTefled  themfelves  of  the  beft  ' 
houies  in  the  town,  and  placed  centinels  wherever 
they  thought  convenient ;  the  great  church  ferved 
them  for   their  main  guard.     Next  day  they  fent' 
out  160  men  to  find  out  (bme  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  woods   thereabouts;   thefe  returned  the   fiime 
night,  bringing  with  them  20,000  pieces  of  eight, . 
feyeral  mules  laden  with  hpufhold  goods  and  mer-  - 
chandize,  and  twenty  prifoners,  men,  women,  and  • 
children.     Sonne  of  thefe  were  put  to  the  rack  to  - 
make  them  confefs  where  *  they  had  hid  the  refl  of 
their  goods;  but  ihcy  could  extort  very  little  from- 
them.      Loionois,    who    valued    not    murdering, 
though  in   cold  blood,    ten  or  twelve  Spaniards, . 
drew  his  cutlafs,  and  hacked  one  to  pieces  before 
the  reft,  faying^  *  If  you  do  not  confefs  and  de- 

*  clare  where  you  have  hid  the  reft  of  your  goods,  . 

*  1  will  do  the  like  to  all  your  companions.*  At 
laft,  amongfl  thefe  horrible  cruelties  and  inhumnn 
threats,  one  promifed  to  fhew  the  place  where  the 
reft  of  the  Spaniards  were  hid ;  bat  thofe  that  were 
fikl  having  intelligence  of  it,  clianged  place,  and 

0  6-  buried 
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buried  the  remnant  of  their  rlchcf  under  ground, 
fo  that  the  pirates  could  not  find  them  out,  unlefs 
fome  of  their  own  party  fhould  reveal  them ;  be- 
fides^  the  Spaniards  flying  from  one  place  to  anor 
ther  every  day,  and  often  changing  woods,  were 
jealous  even  of  each  other,  fo  as  the  father  durfl: 
fcarcc  truft  his  own  fon. 

After  the  pirates  had  been  fifteen  days  in  Mara-^ 
caibo,  they  refolved  for  Gibraltar ;  but  the  inhabi- 
tants having  received  intelligence  thereof,  and  that 
they  intended  afterwardis  tc  go  to  Merida,  gave  no*^ 
ticc  of  it  to  the  governor  there,  who  was  a  vallate 
foldier,  and  had  been  an  officer  in  Flanders.  His 
anfwer  was,  '  He  would  have  them  take  no  care^ 
'  for  he  hoped  in  a  little  while  to  exterminate  the 

*  faid  pirates.'  Whereupon  he  came  to  Gibraltar 
with  400  men  well  armed,  ordering  at  the  fame 
tifte  the  inhabitants  to  put  themfelves  in  arms  ;  fo 
that  in  all  he  made  800  fighting  men.  With  the 
fame  fpeed  he  raifed  a  battery  towards  the  fea^ 
mounted  with  twenty  guns,  covered  with  great 
baftets  of  earth  ;  another  battery  he  placed  in  ano- 
ther place,  mounted  witi)  eight  guns.  This  done^ 
he  barricadoed  a  narrow  paiTage  to  the  towo^ 
through  which  the  pirates  muft  pafs,  opening  at  the 
&me  time  another  through  much  dirt  and  mud  inla 
the  wood,  totally  unknown  to  the  pirates. 

The.  pirates,  ignorant  of  thefe  preparations,  bar- 
ing embarked  all  their  prifonera  and  booty,  took 
their  way  towards  Gibraltar.  Being  come  in  fight 
of  the  place^  they  faw  the  royal  flandard  hanging; 
forth»  and  that  thofe  of  the  town  deiigned  to  de- 
fend their  hou&s.  Lolonois  feeing  this,  called  a 
council  of  war  what  they  ought  to  do,  telling  his* 
officers  and  mariners, 

*  enterprize  was  very  gr 
'  had  fo  much  tisoe  to 
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*  of  defence,  and  had  got  a  good  body  of  men  to- 
'  getber,   with  moch  ammunition ;  but  notwith* 

*  ihmding,'  faid  he,  *  have  a  good  courage,  vrc 
'  moft  either  defend  onrfeives  like  good  fold iers^  or 
^  Jofe  our  lives  with  all  the  riches  we  have  got.  Do 

*  as  I  (hall  do  who  am  your  captain  :  at  other  times 
^  we  have  fought  with  fewer  men  than  we  have  ia 

*  oor  company  at  prefetit,  and  yet  we  have  over* 
'  come  greater  numbers  than  there  pofEbly  can  be 

*  in  this  town :  the  more  they  are,  the  iftore  glory 

*  and  the  greater  riches  we  fhall  gain.'    The  pirates 
fnppofed  that  ail  the  riches  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Maracaibo  were  tranfported  to  Gibrakftr,  or  at  leaft^ 
the  greateft  part.    After  this  fpeech»  they  all  pro- 
mifed  to  follow  and  obey  him.     Lolonois  made  an-  • 
fwer,  *  It  is  well,  but  know  ye,  withal,  that  the 

*  'firft  man  who  (ball  (hew  any  fear,  or  the  leaft  ap- 

*  prehenfion  thereof,  I  will  pifld  him  with  my  own 

*  bands.' 

With  this  refolution  they  caft  anchor  nigh  the 
ibore,  near  three  quarters  of  a  league  from  the 
town:  next  day,  before  fuD-ri(jng,  they  landed  38a 
men  wdl  provided,  and  armed  every  one  ,with  a 
cotlais  and  one  or  two  piftols,  and  fufficient  powder 
and  bullet  for  thirty  charges.  Here  they  all  (hook 
haikis  in  tefUmony  of  good  courage,  and  began 
their  march,  Ldonois  fpeaking  thus,  *  Come,  my 

*  brethren,  follow  me,  and  have  good  courage.^ 
They  fbUowed  then*  guide,  who  believing  he  led 
tbcm  wdl,  brought  them  to  the  way  which  the  go- 
vernor  had  barricadoed :  not  being  able  to  pafs 
that  way,  they  went  to  the  other  newly  made  in 
the  wood  among  the  mn;e,  which  the  Spaniards 
eould  (hoot  into  at  pleafure ;  but  the  pirates,  full 
of  courage,  cut  down  the  branches  of  trees  and 
threw  them  on  the  way,  that  they  might  not  (ticic 
iQihe  dkt;  mean  ^hik  thofe  of  Gibrahar  fired 

with 
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^vith  ihcit  gr^t  gUDS  fo  furioufly,  that  they  couM  * 
fcarcc  hear  oor  fee  for  the  noife  and  fmoke.  Being 
paft  the  wood,  they  came  on- firm  ground,  where 
they  met  with  a  battery  of  fix  guns,  which  imme- 
diately the  Spaniariis.  difcharged  upon  them,  all 
loaded  with  fmail  bullets  and  pieces  of  iron ;  and 
the  Spaniards  £1! lying  forth,  fet  upon  them  with 
fuch  fury,  as  caufed  the^pirates  to  give  way,  few  of 
them  caring  to  advance  towards  the  fort,  many  of 
them  being  alitjady  killed,  and  wounded.  This 
m^ide^them  go  back  to  fcek  another  wiy  ;  but  the 
Spaniards  having  jcut  down  maay  trees  to  hinder  the 
paflage,  they  could  find  none,  but  were  forced  to 
return  to  that  they  had  lefh  Here  the  Spaniards 
continued  to  fir^  as  before,-  nor  would'  they  fally- 
out  of  their  batteries  to-  fight  them  any  more.  L«- 
lonois  and  his  companions  not  being  able  to  grimp 
up  the  baflcets  c^  earth,  were  compelled  to  ufe  an 
old  ftratagem,  wherewith  at  laft  they  decciv.ed  and 
overcame  the  Spaniards.- 

Lolonois  retired  fuddenly  with  all  his  men,  ma- 
king (hew  as  if'  he  fled  ;  hereupon  the  Spaniards 
crying  out,.*  They  flee,  they  flee,  let  us  follow 
*  them,'  fallied  forth-  with  great  diforder  to  the 
purfult.  Being  drawn  to  forae  diftimce  from  the 
batteries,  which  was  ahe  pirates  only  defign,  they 
turned  upon  them  anexpe<5tedly  with  fword  in  hand, 
and  killed  above  200  men  ;  and  thus  fightii^  thein 
way  through  thofe  w4io  remained,  they  poileifed 
themfelves  of  the  bacteiies.  The  Spaniards  that 
remained  abroad,  giving  themfelves.  over  for  loft, 
fled  to  the  woods;  thofe  in  the  baitery  of  eight 
guns  furrendered  themfelves,  obtaming  quarter  for 
their  lives.  The  pirates  being  now  become  matters  r 
of  the  town,  pulled  down  the  Spanifh  colours  and  ^ 
fet  up  their  own,  taking  prifoners  as  ^nany  as  they* 
could  £nd  r  thefe  they  carried  to  the  great  <jburc||i»^ 

where . 
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where  they  raifcd  a  battery  of  feveral  great  guns, 
fcarirg  left  the  Spaniards  that  were  Sed  (bould. 
rally,  and  come  upon  tbem  again;  but  nsxt  day: 
bang  all  fortified,  their  fsars  were  over.  They 
gathered  the  dead  to  bury  them,-  beiog  above  500  c 
Spaniards,  befides  the  wounded  in  the  town,  and^ 
tliofe  that  died  of  their  wounds  in  the  uoods,- 
The  pirates  had  aifo  above  150  prifoners,  and  uigh% 
500  flaves,  many  women  and  children. 

Of  their  own  companions  only  forty  were  killed^, 
and  almoft  eighty  wounded,  whereof  the  greateli' 
part  died  through  the. bad  aiiv  which  brought  fevers 
and  other  illnefs.    They  put  the  ilain  Spaniards  inta' 
two  great  boats,  and  carrying  them  a  quarter  of  a  • 
league  to  fea,  they  funk  the  boats.;  this  done,  they 
gaihcicd  all  theplate^  houiboldrilufT,  and  merchan- 
dize they  could^  or   thought  convenient  to  carry 
away.     The  Spaniards  who  had  any  thing  left  had 
hid  it   carefully;  but   the  unfatished    pirates,  not 
contented  with  the  riches  they  had  got,  fought  for 
more  goods   and  merchandize,    not  fparing  tliofe 
who  lived  in  the  field;s,  fnch  as  hunters  and  plant- 
ers,    'J  hey  had  fcarce  been  eighteen  days  on  the 
place,  when  the  greateft  part  of  the  prifoners  died 
for  hunger;   for  in  the  town  were  few  provifions, 
efpecially  of.flefli,  though  they  had  fome,  but  no 
fafficient  quantity  of  flour  of  meal,  and  this  the 
pirates  had  t^ken  for  themfclves,  as  they  alfo  took 
the  fwine,  cows,  (heep,  and  poultry,  without  al- 
lowing any  fhnre  to  the  poor  prifoners ;  for  thefe 
ihey  only  provided  fome  fmall  quantity  of  mules . 
and  alTes  fie(h  ;  and  many  who  could  not  eat  of  that 
loaihfome  provifion,   died  for  hunger,    their  fto- 
nwchs  not  being  accuftomed  to  fuch  fuftenance; 
only  fome  women  were  allowed  better  cheer,  be- 
ciufe  they  fervcd  their  fenfual  delights,  to  which 
thofe  robbers  are  much  given :  among  thefe  fbcne 
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had  been  forced,  others  were  volunteers,  though 
almoft  all  rather  fubmltted  through  poverty  and 
hunger  than  any  other  caufe.  Of  the  prifoners 
man;  alfo  died  under  the  torment  they  fuftained  to 
make  them  difcover  their  money  or  jewels ;  and  of 
thefe»  fome  had  none,  nor  knew  of  none,  and 
others  denying  what  they  knew,  endured  fuch  hor- 
rible deaths. 

Finally,  after  having  been  in  poileflion  of  the 
town  four  entire  weeks,  they  fent  four  of  the  pri- 
foners  to  the  Spaniards  that  were  fled  to  the  woods, 
^manding  of  them  a  ranfom  for  not  burning  the 
town:   the  fum  demanded  was  10,000  pieces  of 
eight,  which  if  not  fent,  they  threatened  to  reduce 
it  to  a(hes.     For  bringing  in  this  money,  they  al- 
lowed them  only  two  days ;  but  the  Spaniards  not 
having  been  able  to  gather  fo  punftually  fuch  a  fum^ 
the  pirates  fired  many  places  of  the  town ;  where- 
upon the  inhabitants  begged  them  to  help-  quench 
the  fire,  and   the  ranfom  Ihould  be  readily  paid. 
The  pirates  condefcended,  helping  as  much  as  they 
could  to  (lop  the  fire;    but,,  notwithftanding  all 
their  bed  endeavours,  one  part  of  the  town  was 
mined,  efpecially  the  church  belonging  to  the  mo« 
naftery  was  burnt  down.     After  they  had  received 
the  faid  fum,  they  carried  aboard  all  the  riches  they 
had  got,  with  a  gr^t  number  of  (laves  which  had 
not  paid  the  ranfom  ;  for  all  the  prifoners  had  fums 
of  money  fet  upon  them,  and  the  (laves  were  alfo 
commanded  to  be  redeemed.     Hence  they  returned 
to  Maracaibo,  where  being  arrived,  they  found  a 
general  conftcrnation  in  the  whole  city,  to  which 
they  fent  three  or  four  prifoners  to  tell  the  governor 
aad  inhabitants,  '  They  (hould  bring  them  ^,ooft 
*  -pieces  of  eight  aboard  their  (hips  for  a  ranfom  of 
«  their  houfcs,    otherwifc  they  (hould  be  fackcd 
[  anew,  and  buiiu*' 
*"-    .  Among 
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Among  thefe  debates  a  party  of  pirates  came  on 
fcore,  and  carried  away  the  images,  pi^urcs,  and 
bells  of  the  great  church,  aboard  ihe  fltet.  The 
Spaniards  who  were  fent  to  demand  the  fum  afore- 
faid  returned,  with  orders  to  make  feme  agree- 
ment ;  who  concluded  wiih  the  pirates  to  give  for 
their  ranfom  and  liberty  20,000  pieces  of  eight, 
and  500  cows,  provided  that  they  (hould  commit 
no  farther  hoftilities,  but  depart  thence  prcfently, 
after  payment  of  money  and  cattle.  The  one  and 
the  other  being  delivered,  the  whole  fleet  fet  fail, 
canfing  great  joy  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maracaibo, 
to  fee  them£dvcs  quit  of  them  ?  but  three  days  Jifter 
they  renewed  thtir  fears  with  admiration,  feeing 
the  pirates  appear  again,  and  re-enter  the  port  with 
all  their  (hips;  but  thefe  apprehenfions  vanished, 
upon  hearing  one  of  the  pirates  errand,  who  came 
aihore  from  Lolonois,  *  to  demand  a  fkilful  pilot  to 

•  conduft  one  of  the  greatcft  fhips  over  the  dan- 

•  geroQS  bank  that  Heth  at  the  very  entry  of  the 
**  lake*'  Which  petition,  or  rather  command,  was 
ififladtly  granted. 

They  had  now  been  fall  two  months  in  tho(e 
towns,  wherein  they  committed  thofc  cruel  and 
iaiblent  actions  we  have  related.  Departing  thence, 
they  took  therr  courfe  to  Hifpank>]a,  and  arrived 
there  in  eight  days,  caAing  anchor  in  a  port  called 
Ilia  de  la  Vacca,  or  Cow  Ifland.  This  ifland  is 
inhabited  by  Freqch  bucaniers,  who  moftly  fell  the 
flefh  they  hunt  to  pirates,  and  others,  who  now  and 
then  put  in  there  to  viftual  or  trade.  Here  they 
unladed  their  whole  cargazone  of  riches,  the  nftial 
fiorehoufe  of  the  pirates  being  commonly  under  the 
ihelter  of  the  bucaniers*  Kfere  they  made  a  divi- 
d<end  of  all  their  prizes  and  gains,  according  to  the 
order  and  degree  of  every  one,  as  has  been  men* 
^ned  before.    Having  made  an  csiaft  calculation 
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of  all  thdr  plunder,    they  found  in  ready  mohejr 
a6o,ooo  pieces  of  eight :  this  being  divided,  every* 
one  received  for  his  Hiare  in  money,  as  alfo  in  fiik, 
linen,  and  other  commodities,  to  the  value  of  above: 
loo  pieces  of  eight,   Thofe  who  had  been  wounded^ 
received  their  firft  part,  after  the  rate  mentioned^ 
before,    for    the  lofs  of  their  limbs.    Then  they 
weighed  all  the  plate  uncoined,  reckoning  t«D  pieces* 
of  eight  to  a  pound  j  the  jewels  were  prized  differ-* 
ently,.  either  too  high  or  too  low,  by  rcafon  of  their 
ignorance.     This  done,  every  one  was  put  to  his> 
oath  again,  that  he  had  not  finuggled  any  thing* 
6-om  the  common  flock.     Hence  they  proceeded  to* 
the  dividend  of  the  (hares  of  fueh  as  were  dead  in* 
battle,    or  othcrwife:    thefe  fhares  were  given  tO" 
their  friends,  to  be  kept  entire  for  them;  and  to  be. 
delivered  in  due  time  to  their  nearefl  relations,  orr 
their  apparent  lawful  heirs. 

The  whole  dividend  being  finiflied,  they  fet  fail* 
for  Tortuga:  here  they.arrived  a  month  after,  to* 
the  great  joy  of  moil  of  the  iflaad  ;,  for  as  to  the* 
common  pirates,  in  three  weeks  they  bad  foarcfi  any* 
money  left,  having  fpefit  it  all  in  things  of  little  va- 
lue, or  loft^t  at  play.     Here  had  arrived,  not  long* 
before  them,   two   French  (hips,    with  wine  and 
brandy,  and  fuch  like  commodities,  whereby  thefe: 
liquors,  at*  the  arrival  of  the  pirates,  wereinditfe-* 
rent  cheap  ;.bat  this  lafted  not  long,  for  foon  after 
they  were  enhanced  extremely,  a  gallon-  of  brandy 
being  fold  for  four  pieces  of  eight.     The  govenior 
of  the  ifland  bought  of  the  pirates  the  whole  cargo 
of  the  (hip  laden  with  cocoa,  giving  for  that  rich 
commodity  fcarce  the  t^^-entieth  part  of  its  worth* 
Thus  they  mads  (hift  to  lofe  and  fpend  the  riches  i 
they  had  got,  in  much  Icfs  tim^  than  they  were; 
purcbafed  :  the  taverns  and  ftews,  according  to  the. 
cjollom  of  pirates,  got  tlie  gr^ieft  part;  fo  that. 

fooa. 
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Jboo  after  they  were  forced  to  fetk  more  by  the  Dune 
unlawful  means  they  had  got  the  former. 

G    H   A    P.      X. 

Lchncis  makes  new  f>reparations  to  take  the  city  cf 
St.  James  de  Leon ;  as  alfo  that  of  Nicaragua^ 
inhere  he  miferably  perijhes. 

T  OLONOIS  had  got  great  repute  at  Tortuga 
-■^  by  this  lad  voyage^  becaufe  he  brought  home 
&ch  confiderable  profit ;  and  now  he  need  take  n» 
great  care  to  gather  men  to  ferve  under  him,  more 
coming  in  voluntarily  than  he  could  employ,  every 
one  repofing  fuch  confidence  in  his  coDdu<ft,  that 
they  judged  it  very  fafe  to  expofe  therafclves,  ia 
his  company,  to  the  greateft  dangers.  He  rcfolveJ 
therefore  a  fecond  voyage  to  the  parts  of  Nicaragua, 
to  pillage  there  a^  many  towns  as  he  could. 

Kfaving  publiflied  his  new  preparations,  he  bad- 
all  his  men  together  at  the  time,  being  about  700^ 
Of  thefe  he  put  300  aboard  the  fliip  he  took  at 
Maracaibo,  and  the  reft  in  five  other  vcflels  of  lefler 
burden ;  fo  that  they  were  in  all  fix  (hips.  The 
firft  port  they  went  to  was  Bayaha  in  Hifpauiola,  to 
vidlual  the  fleet,  and  take  in  provifions;  which 
done,  they  ftotred  their  courfe  to  a  port  called  Ma.* 
tamana,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Cuba,  intending  to 
take  here  ail  the  canoes  they  could,  thefe  coafts  be- 
ing frequented  by  the  fifters  of  tortoifes,  who  carry 
them  hence  to  the  Havanna.  They  took  as  nfiany 
of  them,  to  the  great  grief  of  thofe  miferable  peo- 
ple, as  they  thought  neceflary  ;  for  they  had  great 
ufe  for  thefe  fmall  bottoms,  by  reafon  the  port  rbey 
defigned  for  had  not  depth  enough  for  (hips  of  any> 
burden,  Hence.tbey  took  tl^eir  courfe  towards  the 
cape  Gracia?  a  Dlos,  oja  the  continent,  in  larirnde 
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15  deg.  north,  100  leagues  from  the  ifland  de  fos 
PIdos.  Being  at  fea,  they  were  taken  with  a  fad  - 
and  tedious  calm»  and,  by  the  agitation  of  the 
waves  alone,  were  thrown  into  the  gulph  of  Hon- 
duras :  here  they  laboured  hard  in  vain  to  regain 
what  they  had  loft,  both  the  waters  and  the  winds 
being  contrary ;  befides,  the  (hip  wherein  Lolonois 
was  embarked  could  not  follow  the  reft ;  and,  what 
was  worfe,  they  wanted  provifions.  Hereupon 
they  were  forced  to  put  into  the  firft  port  they  could 
reach,  to  re-viftual :  fo  they  entered  with  their*  ca- 
ooes  into  the  river  Xagua,  inhabited  by  Indians, 
*vhom  they  totally  deftroyed,  finding  great  quan- 
tities of  millet,  and  many  hogs  and  hens :  not  con'^  ' 
tented  with  which,  they  determined  to  remain  there 
till  the  bad  weather  was  over,  and  to  pillage  all  the 
towns  and  villages  along  the  caift  ©f  the  gulph* 
Thus  they  pa0ed  from  one  place  to  another,  feek- 
ing  ftill  more  provifions,  with  which  they  were  not 
fufficiently  fupplicd.  Having  fearched  and  rifled 
many  villages,  where  they  found  no  great  matter, 
they  came  at  lift  to  Puerto  Cavallo.  Here  the 
Spaniards  have  two  ftorehoufes  to  keep  the  mer- 
chandizes that  are  brought  from  the  inner  parts  of 
the  country,  till  the  arrival  of  the  (hips.  There 
was  then  in  the  port  a  Spanidi  (hip  of  24  guns  and 

1 6  pedreroes,  or  mortar-pieces:  this  (hip  was  im- 
mediately i'eized  by  the  pirates,  and  then  drawing 
nigh  the  (hore,  they  landed,  and  burnt  the  two 
florehoufes,  with  all  the  reft  of  the  houfes  there. 
Many  inhabita;its,  likewife,  they  took  prifoners,  and 
committed  upon  them  the  moft  inhuman  cruelties 
that  ever  heathens  invented ;  putting  tbein  to  the 
cruelleft  tortures  they  could  devife.  It  was  the 
cuftom  of  Lolonois,  that  having  tormented  pertbnsL 
not  confefling,  he  would  tnftantly  cut  them  in  pieces 
with  his  hangeri  and  puU  out  their  tongues,  de- 
firing 
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ia ring  to  do  fo,  if  poilible,  to  every  Spaniard  in  the 
"^Rforld.  It  often  happened,  that  Tome  of  thefe  ml- 
Terable  prifonqrs,  being  forced  by  the  rack,  would 
promife  to  difcover  the  places  where  the  fugitive 
Spaniards  lay  bid  ;  which  being  not  able  afterwards 
to  perform,  they  were  put  to  more  cruel  deaths  thaa 
they  who  were  dead  before. 

The  prifoners^  being  all  dead  but  two  (whom 

they  refervcd  to  (hew  t£em  what  they  defired)  they 

marched  hence  to  the  town  of  San  Pedro,  or  St. 

Peter,  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  Puerto  Cavallo, 

being  300.  men,  whom  Loionois  led,  leaving  behind 

liim  Mofes  van  Vin,  his  lieutenant,  to  govern  the 

reft  in  his  abfence.     Being  come  three  leagues  on 

their  way,  they  met  with  a  troop  of  Spaniards,  who 

lay  in  ambufcade  for  their  coming  :  thefe  they  fet 

upon  with  all  the  courage  imaginable,  and  at  lad 

totally  defeated.     Howbeit,   they  behaved    them- 

felves  very  manfully  at  firft ;  but  not  being  able  to 

Tefift  the  fury  of  the  pirates,  they  were  forced  to 

^ive  way  and  fave  themfelves  by  flight,    leaving 

many  pirates  dead  in  the  place,  fome  wounded,  and 

ibme  of  their  own  party   mainied,   by   the  way. 

Thefe  Loionois  put  to  death  without  mercy,  having 

aiked  them  what  queftions  he  thought  fit  for  his 

purpofe. 

There  were  were  ftill  remaining  fome  few  prifon- 
€rs  not  wounded ;  thefe  were  aflced  by  Loionois,  if 
any  more  Spaniards  clid  lie  farther  on  in  ambuf- 
cade ?  they  anfwercd,  there  were.  Then  being 
brought  before  hun,  one  by  one,  he  aflced  if  there 
was  no  other  way  to  the  town  but  that  ?  This  he 
did  to  avoid,  if  poflible,  thofe  ambufcades.  But 
they  all  conftantly  anfwered  him,  they  knew  none. 
Having  aflced  them  all,  and  finding  they  could 
fliew  him  no  other  way,  Loionois  grew  outragioufly 
pa(fionate,  fo  that  he  drew  his  cutlafs^  and  with  it 
cut  open  the  breaft  of  one  of  thofe  poor  Spaniards, 
7  and 
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and  pulling  out  his  heart,  began  to  hire  and  gna\^ 
it  with  his  teeth,  like  a  raveaous  *wolf,  faying  to 
the  refV,  *  I  will  ferve  you  all  alike,  if  you  tlieAv  me 
"*  not  another  way.' 

Hereupon  thofe  miferable  wretches  promTfed  to 
thew  him  another  way ;  but  withal,  they  told  hiai 
it  was  extremely  difficult  and  laborioijs.  Thus,  to 
fatisfy  that  cruel  tyrant,  they  began  to  lead  him  and 
his  army ;  but  finding  it  wrs  not  for  his  purpofc, 
as  tliey  had  told  him,  he  was  forced  to  return  to 
the  former  way ;  fwearing  with  great  choler  and 
indignation,  *  IVIort  Dieu,  Ics  Efpagnols  me  la  pay- 

*  eront/     *  By  God's  death,  the  Spniiirds    fhall 

*  pay  me  for  this.' 

Next  day  he  fell  into  another  ambufcade,  which 
lie  afliiulted  with  fuch  horrible^  fury,  that  in  lefs 
than  an  hour's  time  he  routed  the  Spaniards,  and 
killed  the  greateft  part  of  them.  The  Spaniards 
thought  by  thefe  ambufcades  better  to  dellroy  tlTc 
pirates,  aflliuhing  them  by  degrees;  and  for. this 
reafon  had  polled  themfelves  in  fcvcnl  places.  At 
laft  he  met  with  a  third  ambufcade,  where  was 
placed  a  party  ft rongcr,  and  more  adTantageoufly 
than  the  former ;  yet  notwithftanding,  the  pira:e% 
by  continually  throwing  little  fire-balls  in  grefrt 
numbers,  for  fome  time,  forced  this  parry,  as  well 
as  the  former,  to  flee,  and  this  with  fo  great  lofs  of 
men,  that  before  they  could  reach  the  town  the 
.greateft  part  of  the  Spaniards  were  either  killed  or 
^vounded.  There  was  but  one  path  which  led  to 
the  town,  very  well  baruicadoed  with  good  defen- 
ces, and  the  reft  of  the  town  round  was  planted 
with  flirubs,  called  Raqueltes,  full  of  thorns  very 
fliarp  pointed.  This  fort  of  fortification  feemeJ 
ftronger  than  the  triangles  ufed  in  Europe,  when 
an  army  is  of  neceffity  to  pafs  by  the  place  of  an 
fuemy  ;  it  being  almoft  impofEblc  for  tl>e  pirates  to 

travcrfe 
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trav^  fc  thofe  (hrabs.  The  Spaniards  ported  behind 
the  {aid  defences,  feeing  il;e  pirates  coinc,  began  to 
ply  them  with  their  great  guns;  but  ihefe  perceiv- 
ing them  ready  to  hre,  ufed  to  ilcop  down,  and 
when  the  Ihot  was  made,  to  fall  upon  the  defend- 
ants with  fire-balls  and. naked  fwords,  killing  many 
►of  the  town  :  yet  aotwiihftanding,  not  being  able 
to  advance  any  farther,  they  retired  foi*  the  prcfent. 
Then  they  renewed  the  attack  with  fewer  men  than 
before,  and  obferving  not  to  (hoot  till  they  were 
very  nigh,  they  gave  the  Spaniards  a  charge  fo 
d^ixtrouily,  that  with  every  fliot  they  killed  aa 
*cnemy. 

The  attack  continuing  thus  eager  on  both  fides 
till  night,  die  Spaniards  were  compelled  to  hnng 
forth  a  white  flag,  and  defired  to  come  to  a  parley  : 
-the  only  conJitions  they  Fequired  were,  *  That  the 

•  pirates  (houlJ  give  the  inhabiiants  qu  irter  for  two 

*  hours.'  This  hide  time  they  demanded,  with 
Intent  ro  carry  awny  and  hide  as  much  of  their  goods 
and  riches  as  they  could,  and  to  fly  to  fome  other 
•neighbouring  town.  Granting  this  article,  they 
entered  the  town,  and  continued  there  the  two 
liours,  without  committing  the  leaft  hoftility  on  the 
inhabitants ;  but  no  fooner  was  that  time  part,  than 
Lolonois  ordered  that  the  inhabiiants  ftiould  be  fol- 
Jowed,  and  robbed  of  all  they  had  carried  away  ; 
and  not  only  their  goods,  but  their  perfons  likewife 
to  be  made  prifoners ;  though  the  greateft  part  of 
their  merchandize  and  goods  were  fo  hid,  as  the 
4>irates  could  not  find  them,  except  a  few  leathern 
facks,  filled  with  anil,  or  indigo. 

Having  fhid  here  a  few  days,  and,  according 
to  their  cuftom,  committed  moft  horrid  infolencies, 
they  at  laft  quitted  the  place,  carrymg  awaj^'all 
they  poflibly  could,  and  reduciJig  the  town  t6 
alhes.     Being  €ome  to  the  fca-fide,  where  they  had 

left 
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left  a  party  of  their  own,  they  founct  thefe  hard 
been  cruiflag  upon  the  fiflierjnen  thereibouts^  or 
who  came  that  way  from  the  river  of  Guatemala  : 
in  this  river  was  alfo  expefted  a  (hip  from  Spain. 
Finally,  they  refolved  to  go  coward  the  iflands  oa 
the  other  fide  of  the  gulph,  there  to  cleanfe  and  ca» 
reen  their  veflels ;  but  they  left  two  canoes  before 
the  coaft,  or  rather  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Gua- 
temala, in  order  to  take  the  flip,  which,  as  I  faiil, 
was  expefted  from  Spain. 

But  their  chief  intent  in  going  hither  was  to 
feek  provifions,  knowing  the  tortoifes  of  thofc  pla- 
ces arc  excellent  food.  Being  arrived,  they  divided 
themfelves,  each  party  choofing  a  fit  poft  for  that 
firiiery.  They  undertook  to  knit  nets  with  the  rinds 
of  certain  trees  called  Macoa,  whereof  they  make 
alfo  ropes  and  cables ;  fo  that  no  vefTel  can  be  in 
need  of  fuch  things,  if  they  can  but  find  the  faid 
.trees.  There  are  alfo  many  places  where  they  find 
pitch  in  fo  great  abundance,  that  running  down 
the  fea-coafts,  being  melted  by  the  fun,  it  congeals 
in  the  water  ia  great  heaps,  like  fmali  iflands. 
This  pitch  is  not  like  that  of  Europe,  but  rafcopi- 
bles,  both  in  colour  and  ftiape,  that  froth  of  the  fca 
called  bitumen ;  but  in  my  judgment,  this  matter 
is  nothing  but  wax  mixed  with  fand,  which  ftormy 
weather,  and  the  rolling  waves  of  great  rivers,  hath 
caft  into  the  fca  :  for  in  thofe  parts  are  great  quan- 
tities of  bees,  who  make  their  honey  in  trees,  to 
the  bodies  of  which  the  honey-comb  being  fixed, 
when  tenapefts  arife  they  are  torn  away,  and  by 
the  fury  of  the  winds  carried  into  the  fea,  as  is  faid. 
Some  naturalifts  fay,  that  the  honey  and  the  wax 
are  feparaied  by  the  fait  water,  whence  proceeds  the 
good  amber.  This  opinion  feems  the  more  pro- 
bable/ becaufe  the  faid  amber  taflcs  as  wax  doth. 

But 
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l^ut  to  return  to  my  difcoarfc:  The  pirates  made 
in  thofc  iflands  all  the  hafte  they  poffibly  coold  to 
equip  their  veflels,  hearing  that  the  Spanilh  fhip 
was  come  which  they  cxpeftcd.  They  fpent  fome 
tioje  cruizing  on  the  coafts  of  Jacaian,  where  inha- 
bit many  Indians,  who  feek  for  the  faid  amber  in 
thofe  feas.  And  I  fliall  here,  by  the  bye,  make 
fome  (hort  remarks  on  the  manner  of  living  of  the 
Indians,  and  their  religion. 

They  have  now  been  above  loo  years  under  the 
Spaniards,  to  whom  they  performed  all  manner  of 
fcrvices;  for  whenfoever  any  of  them  needed  a 
flave,  or  fcrvant,  they  font  for  thefe  to  ferve  them  as 
long  as  they  plcafed.  By  the  Spaniards  they  were 
initiated  in  the  principles  of  the  ChriHian  fairh  and 
religion,  and  they  feni  them  every  Sunday  and  holi- 
day a  prieft  to  perform  divine  fervicc  among  them  : 
afterwards,  for  reafons  not  known,  but  certainly 
through  tempfotions  of  the  father  of  idolatry,  the 
devil,  they  fuddenly  caft  off  the  Chriftian  religion, 
abufing  the  prieft  that  was  fent  them ;  this  pro- 
voked  the  Spaniards  to  punifti  them,  by  cafting 
many  of  the  chief  into  prifon.  Every  one  of  thofe 
barbarians  had,  and  hath  dill,  a  god  to  himfelf, 
whom  he  ferves  and  worfhips.  It  is  a  matter  of" 
admiration  how  they  ufe  a  child  newly  born  :  atf 
foon  as  it  comes  into  the  world,  they  carry  it  to  ihe 
temple ;  here  they  make  a  hole,  which  they  fill  with 
aflies  only,  on  which  they  fJace  the  child  naked, 
leaving  it  thcr^  a  whole  night  alone,  not  without 
great  danger,  no  body  daring  to  come  near  it. 
Mean  while  the  temple  Is  open  on  all  fides,  that  aH 
(bns  of  hearts  majr  freely  come  in  and  out.  Next 
day,  the  father  and  relations  of  the  infant  return  to 
fee  if  the  track  or  ftep  of  any  animal  appears  in  the 
afhes ;  not  rinding  any,  they  leave  the  child  there 
till  fome  beaft  has  approached  the  wknt,  and  left 
Vol.  L  E  behind 
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behind  hira  the  marks  of  his  fee^ :  to  'this  animali 
whacfoever  it  be,  they  conlecrate  the  creature  newly 
born,  as  to  its  god,  which  he  is  .  ound  to  worftiip 
all  his  life,  efteeming  the  faid  beaft  his  patron  and 
proteftor.  They  offer  to  iheir  gods  focrificcs  oi 
fire,  wherein  they  burn  a  certain  guni,  caDed  by 
them  Copal,  whofe  fmoke  fmells  very  delicioufly. 
When  the  infant  is  grown  up,  the  parents  ihereol 
thereof  tell  him  who  he  ought  to  w<  rlhip,  ferve^ 
and  honour  as  his  own  proper  god  ;  then  he  goes 
to  the  temple,  where  he  makes  offerings  to  the  faid 
beaft.  Afterwards,  if  in  the  courfe  of  his  life,  any 
one  injure  him,  or  any  evil  happen  to  him,  '  , 
complains  to  that  .beaft,  and  facrifices  to  it  for  r'^i 
vcnge.  Hence  it  oftep  comes,  that  thofe  who  havt 
done  the  injury  of  which  he  complains,  are  bitton* 
killed,  or  otherwife  hurt  by  fuch  animals. 

After  this  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous  manncii 
live  thofe  miferable  and  ignorant  Indians  that  rn^ 
habit  the  illands  JTthe  gulph  of  Honduras ;  as  alfo 
many  of  them  on  the  continent  of  Jucatan,  in  tho 
territories  whereof  ar€  moft  excellent  ports,  wherq 
thofe  Indians  moft  commonly  build  their  houfes, 
Thefe  people  are  not  very  faithful  to  one  another^ 
and  ufe  ftrange  ceremonies  at  their  marriages. 
Whenfoever  any  one  pretends  to  marry  a  young 
damfel,  he  fifft  applies  himfelf  to  her  fatheip  or 
neareft  relation :  he  examines  him  nicely  about  the 
manner  of  cultivating  their  plantations,  and  other 
things,  at  his  pleafure.  Having  fatisfied  the  quef- 
tions  of  his  father-in-law,  he  gives  the  young  maa 
a  bow  and  arrow,  with  which  he  repairs  to  the' 
young  miid,  and  prefents  her  with  a  garland  <  , 
green  leaves  and  fweet-fmelling  flowers ;  this  ftie  * 
obliged  to  put  on  her  head,  and  lay  a  fide  th; 
which  (he  wore  before,  it  being  the  cuftom  for  vi 
gins  to  go  perpetually  crowned  with  flowers.    T\  ' 

garlac 
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garland  being  received  and  put  on  her  head,  every 
one  of  the  relations  and  friends  go  to  advife  xvlth 
others,  whether  that  marriage  will  be  like  to  be' 
happy  or  not ;  then  they  meet  at  the  houfe  of  th« 
damiers  father,  where  they  drink  of  a  liquor  made 
of  maize,  or  Indian  wheat  i  and  bere,  before  the 
whole  coH^pany,  the  father  gives  his  daughter  ia 
marriage  to  the  bridegroom.  Next  day  the  bride 
comes  to  her  mother,  and  in  her  prefence  pulls  off 
the  garland,  and  tears  it  in  pieces,  with  great  ciics 
^nd  lamentations.  Many  other  things  I  could  re- 
late of  the  manner  of  living  and  cuftoms  of  thofe 
^^dians,  but  1  (hall  follow  my  difcourfe. 
ji  Our  p?rates  therefore  had  many  canoes  of  the  Tn- 

lavtloajans  io  the  ifle  of  Sambale,  five  leagues  from  the 

.lenijjQoafts  erf"  Jucatan.     Here  is  a  great  quantity  of  am- 
,  ter,  but'efpecially  when  a        " 
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I  orfnonihs^  and  recei\ing  advice  that  the  Spanifh  Hiip 
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any  ftoim  arlfcs  fiom  to- 
■^ards  the  taft ;  whence  the  waves  bring  many 
things,  and  very  diffuent.  Through 'this  Tea  no 
^eflels  can  pafs,  unkfs  very  fmall,  it  being  too  flial* 
low.  In  the  lands  that  are  furrounded  by  this  Tea 
is  found  much  Campeachy  wood,  and  othtr  things 
^at  ferve  for  dying,  much  eftcemed  in  Europe, 
and  would  be  more,  if  we  had  the  /kill  of  the  In- 
dians, who  make  a  dye  or  tin<5lure  that  never  fades. 
^      The  pirates  having   been   in   that  gulph   tliree 

ttheJ(Was  coAc,  haftened  to  the  port  where  the  Spa- 
W^ifc  (h^  lay  at  anchor  unlading  his  mcrchan- 
^uef-  -^'ze,  with  defign  to  aflault  her  as  foon  as  pof- 
naoKiible;  but  firft,  they  thought  convenient  to  fend 
the  j#way  fome  of  their  boats  to  fcek  for  a  fmall  VclFcl 
I  ( .  "^fo  expe<^ed,  very  richly  laden  with  plate,  indigo, 
le  '  '*tod  cochineal.  Mean  while,  the  (hip's /Crcw  having 
thi  ^UPticc  that  the  pirates  dcfigned  upon  them,  pre- 
vi  . '  iJred  all  thiugs  for  a  good  defence,  being  mounted 
i\  ,  'grfith  42  guns,  v.ell  furniflicd  with  arms  and  other 
lai    \H'  E  2  nece/Tarics, 
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neceflaries,  and  130  fighting  men.  To  Lolonois 
all  this  feemed  but  little,  foi*  he  aflhulted  her  with 
great  courage,  his  own  (hip  carrying  but  22  guns^ 
and  having  no  more  than  a  fmall  facty  or  fly-boat 
for  help :  but  the  Spaniards  defended  thcmfclves  fo 
well,  as  they  forced  the  pirates  to  retire ;  but  the 
fmoke  of  the  powder  continuing  thick,  as  a  dark 
fog  or  mid,  with  four  canoes  well  manned  thef 
boarded  the  fliip  with  great  agility,  and  forced  the 
Spaniards  to  furrender. 

The  (hip  being  taken,  they  found  not  in  her 
what  th^  thought,  being  already  almoft  unladen. 
All  they  got  was  only  fifty  bars  of  iron,  a  fmaH 
parcel  of  pap^r,  JTome  earthen  jars  of  wine,  and  other 
things  of  fmall  importance* 

Then  Loionois  called  a  coundl  <£  war,  and  told 
them  he  intended  for  Guatamala :  hereupon  they 
divided  into  feveral  fentiments,  fome  liking  the  pro* 
pofal,  and  others  difliking  it,  efpecially  a  party^  of 
them  who  were  but  raw  in  thofe  excrdtes,  and 
'who  imagined,  at  their  letting  forth  from  Tortuga, 
that  pieces  of  eight  were  gathered  as  eaCly  as  pears 
from  a  tree ;  but  finding  moft  things  contrary  to 
their  expeftatioo,  they  quitted  the  fleet,  and  re- 
turned ;  others  affirmed  they  had  rather  flarre  than 
return  home  without  a  great  deal  of  money. 

But  the  major  part  judging  the  propounded 
voyage  little  to  their  purpofe,  feparated  from  Lolo- 
nois and  the  reft :  of  thefe  one  Mofes  Vandein  was 
ringleader,  captain  of  the  (hip  taken  at  Puerto  Ca* 
vallo :  this  fellow  fleered  for  Tortnga,  to  fteer  to 
and  fro  in  thefe  feas :  with  him  joined  another  com*" 
rade  of  his,  by  name  Pierre  Ic  Picard,  who  fi^eing 
the  reft  leave  Lolonois,  thought  fit  to  do  the  fame. 
Thefe  run-aways  having  thus  parted  company, 
fieered  homewards,  coafting  along  the  continent  tiH 
they  came  to  Cofta  Rica ;  here  they  landed  a  ftroi^ 
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party  nigh  ibe  river  Veraguas,  aod  marched  in  good 
order  to  the  town  of  the  ^me  name ;  this  they  took 
and  totahy  prilaged,  though  the  Spaaiards  amde  a 
■flroog  tcfiftaace.  They  brot:^ht  away  fome  of  the 
iohabttaiHs  as  prifooers,  with  all  that  they  had^ 
which  was  of  no  great  importance,  by  rcafoa  of  the 
poverty  of  the  place,  which  exercifeth  do  other 
trade  than  working  ia  the  mines,  where  fcxne  of 
the  inhabicaQts  cooftaQily  attend,  whUe  none  feck 
for  gold,  but  only  (laves  :  thcfe  they  compel  to  dig 
and  wa(h  the  earth  in  the  ae^hbouriog  rivers,  where 
often  they  find  pieces  of  gold  as  big  as  peas.  The 
pirates  gaining  in  this  adventure  but  fcven  or  eight 
poond  weight  of  gold,  they  returned,  giving  over 
the  deOgn  to  go  to  the  townof  Nata,  fituate  on  the 
coafls  of  the  Sooth-Sea,  whofe  inhabitants  are  rich 
merchants,  and  their  fiaves  work  in  the  mines  of 
Veragnas  ;  beir^  deterred  by  the  multitude  of  Spa* 
niards  gathered  oo  all  fA^t%  to  fall  upon  thenit 
whereoTtbey  had  timely  advice. 

Lolooott  thus  left  by  his  companions,  ronaincd 
done  in  the  gulph  of  Honduras.  His  /hip  being 
too  great  to  get  ont  at  tj^e  reflux  of  thofe  feas^ 
there  he  foAained  great  want  of  provifions,  fo  as 
tbey  were  conftraii^  to  go  afhore  every  day  to  feek 
fuftenance,  and  not  finding  any  thing  elfe,  they 
were  forced  to  kill  and  eat  monkies  and  other  aoi- 
mals,  fuch  as  they  could  find. 

At  laft,  in  the  aldtude  of  the  cape  of  Gractas  a 
Dios,  near  a  certain  little  ifland  called  de  las  Pertas, 
his  (hip  ftmck  on  a  bank  of  fand,  where  it  fluck  fo 
hA^  as  no  art  could  get  her  off  again,  though  they 
unladed  all  the  guns,  iron,  and  other  wdghty 
things,  as  mtKh  as  tbey  could.  Hereupon  they 
were  forced  to  break  the  (bijr  in  pieces,  and  with* 
planks  and  oails  build  themfelves  a  boat  to  get  away ; 
E  3  and 
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and  while  they  are  bufy  about  it,  I  •(hall  defcribc 
the  faid  ifles  and  their  inhabitants. 

The  idands  de  las  Pertas  are  inhabited  by  favage 
Indians,  not  having  known  or  converfed  with  clvH 
people:  they  are  tall  and  very  nimble,  running  al- 
moft  as  faft  as  horfes  ;  at  diving  alfo  they  are  very 
dextrous  and  hardy.  From  the  bottom  of  the  fea  I 
£iw  them  take  up  an  anchor  of  6oa  weight,  tying 
a  cable  to  it  with  great  dexterity,  and  pulling  it 
from  a  rock.  Their  arms  are  made  of  wood,  with* 
out  any  iron  point ;  but  fome  inftead  thereof  ufe  a 
crocodile's  t09th.  They  have  no  bows  nor  arrows-, 
as  the  other  Indians  have,  but  their  common  wea- 
pon is  a  fort  of  lance  a  fathom  and  a  half  long. 
,  Here  are  many  plantations  furrounded  with  woodi?, 
whence  they  gather  abundance  of  frufts,  as  pota<- 
toes,  bananas,  racoven,  ananas,  and  many  others. 
They  have  no  houfes  to  dwell  in,  as  at  other  places 
in  the  Indies.  Sofn^  fay  they  eat  human  flefh, 
which  is  confirmed  by  what  happened  when  Lolo- 
nois  was  there.  Two  of  his  companions,  one  a 
Frenchman  and  the  other  a  Spaniard,  went  into- 
the  woods,  where  having  ftraggled  a  while,  a  troop 
of  Indians  purfued  them.  They  defended  them- 
felves  as  well  as  they  could  with  their  fwords,  but 
at  laft  were  forced  to  flee.  The  nimble  French- 
jnan  efcaped,  but  the  Spaniard,  being  not  fo  fwift, 
was  taken  and  heard  of  no  more.  Some  days  after, 
twelve  pirates  fet  forth  very  well  armed,  to  feek 
their  companion,  among  whom  was  the  Frenchman, 
who  conduced  them,  and  ihewed  them  the  place 
where  he  left  him ;  here  they  found  that  the  In- 
dians had  kindled  a  fire,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance 
they  found  a  man's  bones  well  roafted,  with  fome 
pieces  of  flefh  ill  fcraped  off  the  bones,  and  one 
b^nd,    which  had   only    two  fingers  remaining; 
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whence  they  concluded  they  had-  roaded  the  poor 
Spaniard. 

They  marched    oii,    fecking   fir   Indians,    and 
found  a  great  number  together,  who  endeavoured 
to    efcape,  but  they  overtook  fome  of  them,  and 
brought  aboard  their  (hips  five  men  and  four  wo- 
men ;   with  thefe  they  took  much  pains  to  make 
themfelves  be  underftood,  and  to  gain  their  affee- 
tions,  giving  them  trifles^  as  knives,  beads,  and  the 
like ;  they  gave  then*  alfo  viOuals  and  drink,  but 
Doihinff  T^ould  they  tafte.     It  wai  alfo  obfervable, 
that  while  they  were  prifoners  they  fpoke  not  one 
word ^to  each  other;  (b  that  feeing  thefe  poor  In- 
dians were  inoch  afraid,  they  prefented  them  af^ain 
with  fome  fmall  things,  and  Jet  them  go.     When 
they  parted,  they  made  figns  that  they  would  come 
again ;  but  they  (boo  forgot  their  benefaiflors,  and 
were  never  heard  of  naore ;  ntither  could  any  notice 
afterwards  be  had  of  thefe  Indians,  nor  any  others 
hi  the  whofe  ifland ;  which  made  the  pirates  fu- 
fpeft  that  both  thofe  that  viterc  taken,  and  all  the 
reft  of  the  idanders  fwam  aivay  by  night  to  fome 
little  neighbouring  Iflands,    efpecially  confidering 
they  could  never  fet  eyes  on  any  Indian  more,  nor 
any  boat  or  other  vclfel.     Mean  while  the  pirates 
were  very  defirous  to  fee  their  long-boat  finifhed  out 
of  the  timber  that'ftruck  on  thefands;  yet  confi- 
dering their  work  would  be  long,  they  began  to 
cultivate  fome  pieces  of  ground  :  here  they  fowed 
French  beahs,    which  ripened  in  fix  weeks,  and 
many  other  fruits.     They  had  good  provifion  of 
Spaniflx  wheat,  bananas,  racoven,  and  other  things ; 
with  the  wheat  they  made  bread,  and  baked  it  in 
portable  ovens    brought  with  them.     Thus  they 
feared  not  hunger  in  thofe  defart  places,  employing 
themfelves  thus  for  five  or  fix  monifis ;  which  paft, 
aad  the  long-boat  fini(hed,  they  refolved  for  the 
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river  ^  Nicaragua,  to  fee  if  they  cguM  take  £sn&e 
canoes,  and  return  to  the  faid  iflands  for  their  com- 
panions that  rcmaioed  behind^  by  reafen  the  boat 
cottld  not  hold  fo  many  men  together :  hereupoJi^ 
to  avoid  difputcs,  they  caft  lots,  dctermiftiag  who 
fhould  go  or  flay. 

The  lot  fell  on  o«e  half  of  the  people  of  th^  loft 
▼efleU  who  embarked  in  the  long-boaj^  and  on  th< 
ikiff  which  they  had  before,  the  other  half  remain- 
ing afhore.  LoJonois  htTingpfet  fail,  arrived  in  few 
days  at  the  river  of  Nicaragua :  here  that  ill  for- 
tune aflailed  him  which  of  lo»g  time  had  been  re- 
ierved  for  him,  as  a  puiitflunenj  dup  to  the  multi- 
tude of  horrible  crimes  comittitted  in  his  licentious 
and  wicked  life.  Here  he  met  with  both  Spaniards 
and  Indrans,  who  jointly  fetting  upon  him  and  his 
companions,  the  greateft  part  of  the  pirates  were 
killed  on  the  place.  ^JLoIonois,  with  thofe  that  re- 
mained alire,  had  mHch  adi>  to  efcape  aboard  their 
•boa^s:  ]^et  «otwltbiUt)dS^g  (hi*  |^at  lofe,  Jic  re* 
'M^i  tot  to  retura  lo  thofe  he  had  kft^atth^  U)e 
of  Pcrta$»  without  tak'nig  fone  boats,  Aich  at  he 
lot^td  for.  To  this  effiift  he  deifcrmihcd  to  go  ou 
to  the  coafts  of  Cartbagena ;  but  God  Almighty, 
the  twne  ^of  his  divine  jutticc  being  now  come,  had 
a,ppoioted  the  Indiains  of  Dariea  to  be  the  inAru- 
•Hienis  and  executioners  thereof;  Thefe  Indians  of 
Dariea  4Jre  efteemed  as  bravocs,  or  wild  fav«ge  In- 
dians,  by  the  ne'^bowiug  Spaniards,  who  never 
could  civilize  theift.  Hither  Lolonoiscarae  (brought 
by  his  evil  confdence  that  Cried  for  puniftiment) 
thinking  to  aft  his  cruelties;  but  the  Indians, 
within  a  few  days  aftet  his  arrival,  took  him  pri'' 
foner,  and  tore  him  in  peoes  alivci  throwing  his 
body  limb  by  limb  into  the  fire,  mid  bis  afhes  into 
the  air,  that  no  trace  or  memory  might  remain  of 
fuch  an  infamous  inhuman  creature.    One  of  his 
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cooptniotts  gate  me  an  ex«A  account  of  this  tra- 
gedy,  afEmuDg  that  himfelf  had  efcaped  the  fame 
poniflimeet  with  the  greatcft  difficulty :  he  believed 
alio  that  many  of  his  comrades,  who  were  taken  in 
that  reocouBter  by*  tfaofe  Indians,  were,  as  their 
cruel  captain,  torn  in  pieces  and  burnt  alive.  Thoa 
ends  the  hiftory,  the  life,  and  miierable  death  of 
that  infernal  wretch  Lolonois,  who,  full  of  horrid, 
execrable,  and  enormous  deeds,  and  debtoi'  to  fo 
miKh  ionocent  blood,  died  by  cruel  and  butcherly 
hands,  fuch  as  his  own  were  io  the  courfe  of  l^s 
life- 

Thofe  that  remained  in  the  iflaod  de  las  Pertas, 
waiting  for  the  {etum  of  them  who  got  away  only 
to  their  great  misfortune,  hearing  no  news  of  their 
captain  nor  companions,  at  lad  embarked  on  the 
ihip  of  a  certain  pirate,  who  happened  to  pafs  that 
way.  This  fdbw  came  from  Jamaica,  with  intent 
to  land  at  iGracias  a  Dios,  and  from  thence  to  enter 
the  river  with  his  canoes,  and  take  the  citv  of  Car- 
tbagena.  Thefe  two  crews  of  ph-ates  being  now 
joined,  were  infinitely  glad  at  the  pi-efence  and  fo- 
ciety  of  one  another;  thofe,  becaufe  they  found 
thcmfelves  delivered  from  the  mifenes,  poverty,  and 
neceffities,  wherein  they  had  lived  ten  entire 
months;  thefe,  becanfe  they  were  now  con fiderably 
ftrengthencd,  to  efftft  with  greater  fatisfartion  their 
defigns.  Hereupon,  as  foon  as  they  Were  arrived 
at  Gracios  a  Dios,  they  all  put  themfelVes  into  ca- 
noes, and  entered  the  river,  being  500  men,  leav- 
ing only  five  or  fix  perfons  in  each  (hip  to  ke^p 
ihem.  They  took  no  provifions,  being  perfnad^d 
they  (hould  find  every  where  fufficlent":  but  thefe 
their  hopes,  were  found  totally  vain,  not  being 
grounded  on  Almighty -God ;  for  he  ordained  it  fo*, 
that  the  Indians,  aware  of  their  coming,  all  fled,  not 
kaviog  Vk  their  bonfes  or  plama^ns,  which  for 
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the  moft  part  border  on  the  fides  of  rivers,  any  n«- 
ceffary  provifions  or  viftuals  :  hereby,  in  a  few  days 
after  they  had  quitted  thehr  (hips,  they  were  redu- 
ced to  moft  extreme  neceffity  and  hunger;  but 
their  hopes  of  making  their  fortunes  very  foon,  anr- 
mating  thetn  for  the  prcfent,  they  contented  them- 
felves  with  a  few  green  herbs,  Aich  as  they  could 
gather  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Yet  all  this  courage  and  vigour  lafted  but  a  fort- 
night, when  their  hearts  as  well  as  bodies  began 
to  fail  for  hunger;  infomuch  as  they  were  for- 
ced to  quit  the  river,  and  betake  themfelves  to  the 
woods,  feeking  out  fomc  villages  where  they  might 
find  relief;  but  all  in  vain  ;  for  fcaving  ranged  up 
and  down  the  woods  for  fome  days,  without  find- 
ing the  lead  comfort,  they  were  forced  to  return- 
to  the  river,  where  being  come,  they  thought 
convenient  to  defcend  to  the  /ea-coaft  where 
they  had  left  their  (hips,  not  having  been  able  to 
find  what  they  fought  for.  In  this  laborious  jour- 
ney they  were  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,  that  many 
of  them  devoured  their  own  ftioes,  the  (heaths  of 
their  fwords,  knives,  and  other  fuch  things,  being 
almoft  ravenous,  and  eager  to  meet  fome  Indians^ 
Mitending  to  facrifice  them  to  their  teeih.  At  laft 
they  arrived  at  the  fea-coaft,  where  they  found  fome 
comfort  and  relief  to  their  former  noiferies,  and  alfo 
means  to  feck  more ;  yet  the  greatcft  part  periftied 
through  faintnefs,  and  other  dileafes  contraded 
by  hunger,  which  alfo  caufed  the  remaining  part  to 
difperfe,  till  at  laft,  by  degfees,  many  or  moft  of 
them  fell  into  the  fame  pit  that  Ldonois  did ;  ef 
whom,  and  of  wbofe  companions,  having  given»a 
compendious  narrative,  I  (hall  continue  with  the 
aftions  and  exploits  of  Captain  Henry  Morgan,  who 
may  defervedly  be  called  the  fecond  Lolonois,  not 
being  unlike  or  inferior  to  him,  ckher  m  atcbieve- 
^  ,  ments 
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CHAP.     XL 

7he  origin  and  dejctnt  of  Captain  Henry  Morgan  %• 
his  exploits 9  and  the  moft  remarkable  anions  ^  bi» 
life. 

/^APTAIN  Henry  Morgan  was  born  in  Great  Bri- 
^^  tain,  in  the  principality  of  Wales ;  his  fat  her  was- 
a  rich  yeoman,  or  farmer,  of  fjood  quality,  even 
as  moil  who  bear  that  name  in  Wales  arc  known  ta 
be.  Morgan,  when  young,  had  no  inclination  to 
the  calling  of  his  father,  and  therefore  left  hia  coun- 
try, and  came  towards  the  fea-coafts  to  feck  fomc 
other  employment  more  fuirable  to  his  aspiring  hu- 
mour; where  he  found  feveral  fh^s  at  anchor, 
bound  for  Bjubadoes :  with  thefc  h^  refolved  to  j^o 
in  the  fervice  of  one,  who,  according  to  che  piac- 
tice  of  thofe  parts,  fold  him  as  foon  as  he  came 
afhore.  He  fcrved  his  time  at  Harbadoes,  and  o'.- 
taining  his  liberty,  betook  himfclf  to  Jamaici,  there 
to  feek  new  fortunes  :  here  he  found  two  veiTcls  of 
pirates  ready  to  go  to  fea  ;  and  being  ddlitute  of 
employment,  he  went  with  tliem,  wich  intent  to 
follow  the  exercifes  of  that  fort  of  people  :  he  fooii- 
fcarned  their  manner  of  living  fo.exaiftiy,  that  hav- 
ing performed  three  or  four  voyages  with  proht  and 
fuccefs,  he  agreed  with  fome  of  his  comrades,  wb  > 
had  got  by  the  fame  voyages  a  little  money,  to  joia 
flocks,  atid  buy  a  (hip.  The  vefTel  being  bought, 
they  nnanlmoufly  chofe  him.  captain  and  commander,. 
Wiih  this  (hip  he  fet  forth  from  Jamaica  \o 
cruize  on  the  coafts  of  Campeachy,  in  which  voy- 
age he  took  feveral  fliips,  with  which  he  returBctt 
tiiium^haat.  Htrc  he  found  aa  old  pirate,  named 
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ManfvcU(whom  we  h»fe«ilrtady<mwiioiied}  bufiecf 
in  equipping  a  coDfidcraUe  ieer,  with  defign  ta 
land  OQ   the  continent,    and   pillage  whatever  be 
cocrid.     Manfrett  fed&g  Capmin   Morgan   return 
with  fo  many  prizes,  judged  him  to  be  a  man  of 
eotirnge,  and  chofc  him  for  his  vice-admiral  in  that 
expedition  :   thus   having  fitted  out  fifteen  (hips, 
great  and  fmall,  they  failed  from  Jamaica  with  500 
men,  Walloons  and  French.     This  fleet  arrived,  not 
long  after,  at  the  ifle  of  St.  Catherine,  near  the  con- 
tinent of  CJofta  Rica,  latitude  1 2  deg.  30  mtn.  and 
diflant  35  leagues  from  the   river  Chagre.     Here 
they  made  their  firft  defcent,  landing  moft  of  their 
men,  who  foon  forced  the  garifon  that  kept  the 
idand  to  farrendcr  aH  the  forts  and  collies  thereof, 
which  they  inllantly  demoKftied,  except  one,  where- 
in they  placed  100  men  of  their  own  party,  and  all 
the  fliives  they  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards :  with 
the  refl  of  their  men  they  marched  to  another  fmall 
ifland,  fo  near  St.  Catherine's,  that  with  a  bridge 
they  made  in  a  few  days,  they  pafled  thither,  taking 
with  them,  all  the  ordnance  they  had  taken  on  the 
great  ifland.     Having  ruined  with  fire  and  fword 
both  the  iflands,  leaving  necelTary  orders  at  the  faid 
cafUe,  they  put  to  fca  again  with  their  Spanlfti  pri- 
foners ;  yet  ihefe  they  fet  afliore  not  long  after,  on 
the  firm  land,  near  Puerto  Vclo:  then  they  cruized 
on  Cofta  Rica,  till  they  camfc  to  the  river  Colla,  dc- 
figning  to  pillage  all  the  towns  in  thofe  parts,  thence 
to  pafs  to  the  village  of  Nata,  to  do  the  fame. 

The  governor  of  Panama,  on  advice  of  their  iar- 
rival,  and  of  the  hoftilities  they  committed,  thought 
it  his  duty  to  meet  them  with  a  body  of  men.  His 
coming  caufed  the  pirates  to  retire  fuddenly,  feeing 
the  whole  country  was  alarmed,  and  that  their  de- 
figns  were  known,  and  confequently  defeated  at  that 
time.    Hereupon  they  retorced  to  St.  Catharine's, 

10 


___    ^      •         UigitizedbyVjOOQlC 


BcrcATfiftRs,  6?r.  cf  Amriia.      109 

to  tffit  ithe  hundred  ttien  tfae^  had  k^  ifi  gtitHba 
th«-d.  The  goi^emor  of  fhefe  laen  was  a  FVcnch- 
mao,  named  Le  Sieur  Stdioo»  who  behaved  Uoi- 
fidf  very  well  m  th^  charge,  whHe  Manrvelt  was 
bbfem,  having  pot  the  great  iHand  \n  a  very  good 
pofkre  of  defence,  and  the  little  one  be  had  canfed 
to  be  cnldvated  with  many  fertile  plantations,  fnf> 
ficient  to  reviAual  the  Whole  fleet,  not  only  for  the 
})re(enr,  but  alfo  for  a  new  voyage.  Manfvclt  was 
very  much  bent  to  keep  ihcfe  two  iflands  in  per- 
petual pofleflion,  behig  very  comtnodionily  fituated 
for  the  pirates  ;  being  fb  near  the  Spanifli  domi- 
nions, and  eafiiy  defended,  as  I  ihall  repiefcnt  in 
the  third  part  of  this  hiftory. 

Hereupon  Manfvett  determined  to  return  to  Jh* 
maica,  to  fend  recruits  to  St.  Catharine's,  that  in  cafe 
of  an  invafion  <he  pirates  might  be  provided  for  a 
defence.  As  foon  as  he  arrived,  he  propounded  bis 
intentions  to  the  governor  there,  who  rejefted  his 
propofitions,  fearing  to  difpleafc  his  n^aftcr,  the 
king  of  England ;  belides,  that  giving  him  the  ntea 
he  defired,  and  nccefTaries,  he  muft  of  neceffity  di- 
minifh  the  forces  of  that  ifland,  whereof  he  was  go- 
vernor. Hereupon  Manfvelt,  knowing  that  of  him- 
felf  he  could  not  comoafs  his  defigns,  he  went  to 
Tortuga  ;  but  there,  l>cfore  he  could  pot  in  execu- 
tion what  was  intended,  death  furpiized  him,  and 
put  a  period  to  his  wicked  life,  leaving  all  things 
in  fiifpenfe,  till  the  occafion  I  ihall  hereafter  rdate. 

Le  Sieur  Simon,  governor  of  St.  Catherine's,  rc- 
criviog  no  news  from  Manfvclt,  his  admiral,  was 
impatiently  defirous  to  know  the  caufe  thereof; 
mean  while,  Don  John  Perez  de  Guztnan,  beiug 
ndwty  come  to  the  government  of  Cofta  Rica, 
thought  it  not  conveniient  for  the  mtereft  of  Spain 
for  that  i&aad  Xa  be  in  the  hifnds  of  the  pirates : 
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hereupon  be  equipped  a  confiderable  fleer,  \¥hifh> 
he  feat  to  retake  it ;  but  befoie  he  ufed  violence, 
he  writ  a  letter  to  Le  Sieur  Simon,  telling  him, 
that  if  he  would  furrender  the  ifland  to  his  Catholick 
Majefty,  he  (hould  be  very  well  rewarded  ;  but,  in 
cafe  of  refufal,  feverely  punifhcd,  when  he  had 
forced  him  to  do  it.  Le  Sieur  Simon,  (eeing  no 
probability  of  being  able  to  defend  it  alone,  Hor  aay 
emolument  that  by  fo  doing  could  accrue  either  to 
him,  or  his  people,  after  fome  fmall  refiftance  de- 
livered it  up  to  its  true  lord  and  mafter,  under  the 
fame  articles  they  had  obtained  it  from  the  Spaniards ; 
a  few  days  after  which  furrender,  there  arrived  from 
Jamaica  an  Englifli  (hip,  which  the  governor  there 
had  fent  under-hand,  with  a  good  fupply  of  people, 
'both  men  and  women  4  the  Spaniards  from  the 
calllc  having  efpied  the  (hip,  put  fo4th  EngliQi 
colours,  and  perfuaded  Le  Sieur  Simon  to  go  aboard^ 
and  condu6l  the  (hip  into  a  port  they  aifigned 
him.  This  he  performed,  and  they  were  all  made 
prifoners.  A  certain  Spanifh  engineer  has  publifhed 
in  print  an  exaft  relation  of  the  retaking  of  this 
ifle  by  the  Spaniards,  which  I  have  thought  fit  to- 
infert  here. 

j^  true  relation,  and  particular  account  of  the  vifhry 
obtained  by  the  arms  of  his  Catholick  Majejiy  agaiii^ 
the  ^nglijb  pirates,  by  the  dire^ion  and  valour 
of  Dot^lohn  Perez  de  Guzman,,  knight  of  the 
order  ofSi.  James  y  governor  and  captain-general 
of  Terra  Firman  and  the  province  <f  Veraguas.. 

'Tp  H  E  kingdom  of  Terra  Firma,  which  of  itfelf 
-■•  is  fufBciently  ftrong  to  repel  and  deftroy  great 
fleets,  efpecially  the  pirates  of  Jamaica,  .had  feveral 
ways  notice  imparted  to  the  governor  thereof^  tliat 
fourteen  Engliib  veflels  cruized  on  the  coafls  belong* 
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ing  to  his  Caiholick  Majefty.  July  14,  1665,  news 
came  to  Panama,  that  they  were  arriTed  at  Puerto 
de  Naos,  and  had  forced  the  Spanilh  garrifon  of  the 
iQe  of  St.  Catharine,  whofe  governor  was  Don 
Eftevan  del  Campo,  a»d  pofleffed  themfelres  of  the 
feid  iQand,  taking  prtfoners' the  inhabitants,  and 
deflroying  all  that  they  met.  Aboat  the  fame  time, 
Don  John  Perez  de  Guzman  received  particular  in- 
formation of  thefe  robberies  from  fome  Spaniards 
who  efcaped  out  of  the  ifland  (and  whom  he  ordered 
tp  be  conveyed  to  Puerta  Velo)  that  the  faid  pirates 
came  into  the  ifland  May  2,  by  night,  without  be- 
ing perceived ;  and  that  the  next  day,  after  fome 
fkirmifhcs,  they  took  the  fortrefTes,  and  made  pri- 
foners  all  the  inhabitants  and  foldiers  that  could  not 
cfcape.  Upon  this,  Don  John  called  a  council  of 
war,  wherein  he  declared  the  great  progrefs  the  faid 
pirates  had  made  in  the  dominions  of  his  Catholiclc 
Majefty ;  and  propounded!,  *  that  it  was  abfolutely 

*  neceffary  to  fend  fome  forces  to  the  iflc  of  St.  Ca- 
^  tharine,  fuflicient  to  retake  it  from  the  pirates, 

*  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his   majefty  of  Spain 

*  being  very  narrowly  concerned  herein  ;  otherwife 
^  the  pirates  by  fuch  conquefts  might  cafily,  in  courfe 

*  of  time,  poflefs  themfclves  of  all  the  countries  there- 
^  abouts/  To  this  fome  made  anfwer,  *  that  the 
'  pirates,  not  being  able  to  fubfid  in  the  faid  ifland, 

*  would  of  neceffity  confumc  and  wafte  themfelves, 

*  and  be  forced  to  quit  it,  without  any  neceflity  of 

*  retaking  it :  that  confequently^  it  was  not  worth 
^  the  while  to  engage  in  fo  many  expences  and 

*  troubles  as  this  would  coft.*  Notwithflanding 
which,  Don  John  being  an  expert  and  valiant 
ibldier,  ordered  that  provifions  (hould  be  conveyed 
to  Puerto  Velo  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia,  and  tranf- 
ported  himfelf  thither,  with  no  fmall  danger  of  his 
file.    Here  he  arrived  July  2,  with  mod  things  nc- 
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ceffiiry  to  the  expedition  in  kand,  where  he  fotmd 
in  the  port  a  good  (hip,  and  well  tnonnted,  called 
the  St.  Vincent,  that  bdooged  to  the  company  oS 
the  negroes,  which  be  manned  and  vi^taallcd  very 
well,  and  Tent  to  the  iileof  St.Oatharioe,  coafti- 
tuting  Captain  Jofcph  Sanchez  Ximenct,  major  of 
Puerto  Velo,  commander  thereof.     He  carried  with 
him   270  foldiers,  and  37  priftMicrs  of  the  fame 
iQand,  befide  34  Spaniards  of  the  garrifon  of  Puerto 
Velo,  29  mvilattoes  of  Panama,  12  Indians,  very 
dextrous  at  (hooting  with  bows  and  arrows,  feven 
expert  and  able  gunners,  two  lieutenants,  two  pilots, 
one  furgeon,  and  one  religious,  of  the  ordqr  of  St. 
Francis,  for  their  chaplain. 

Don  John  foon  after  gave  orders  to  all  the  officers 
how  to  behave  themfelves,  telling  them  tliat  the 
governor  of  Carthagcna  would  fupply  them  with 
more  men,  boats,  and  all  things  elfe  necefllary  for 
that  enterprizc;  to  which  efFeft  he  had  already 
written  to  the  faid  governor.  July  24,  Don  John 
fetting  fell  with  a  fair  whsd,  he  called  before liim  dl 
his  people,  and  made  them  a  fpeech,  encoumging 
them  to  fight  againft  the  enemies  of  their  country  and 
religion,  and  efpecially  againft  thofe  )4ihuman  pirated, 
who  had  committed  fo  many  horrid  cruelties  upon  the 
fubjefts  of  his  CathoHck  Majefty ;  withal,  promtf- 
ing  every  one  moft  liberal  rewards,  efpecially  to 
foch  as  (hould  behave  themfelves  well  in  the  fervi^e 
of  their  king  and  country.  Thus  Don  John  bid 
them  farewel,  and  the  (hip  fet  fail  under  a  favour- 
able gate.  The  22d  they  arrived  at  Carth^nti, 
and  prefented  a  letter  to  the  governor  thereof  irotn 
the  noble  and  valiant  Don  John,  who  received  it 
with  teftimonws  of  great  afieAion  to  the  perfon  of 
Don  John,  and  his  majefty 's  fervice:  and  feeing 
the  refolution  to  be  conJFormable  to  his  de(?res,  he 
protniied  them  his  adUfamce,  with  one  fngate,  one 
^;aIkon^  one  boat^  and  ia6  mop;  one  half  out  of 
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bk  owa  garrifon,  s»d  tbe  other  half  nulattoes. 
Thus  beiog  well  provided  with  nece/TaricSy  they 
left  the  port  (^  Cart hageoa  Auguft  2,  and  the  loth 
they  arriTed  in  fighr  ot  St.  Catharine^s,  towards  the 
wefiem  point  thereof;  and  though  the  wind  v/Sifi 
contrary,  yet  they  readied  tbe  port,  and  anchored 
.within  it,  having  I<^  one  of  their  boau  by  foul 
weather,  at  the  rock  called  Quita  Sigoos. 

Hie  pirates,  feeing  our  (hips  come  to  an  anchor, 
gave  them  prefently  three  guos  with  buUets,  which 
.were  foon  anfwered  la  the  fame  coin.  Hereupon, 
Major  Jofeph  Satichez  Ximenez  fent  a/hore  to  the 
:  pirates  one  <^  his  officers  to  require  them,  in  the 
name  of  the  Cathollck  king  his  mafler,  to  fiirreader 
die  ifland,  feeing  they  had  taken  it  in  the  midil  of 
peace  betwe^  the  two  crowns  of  Spain  and  Eng- 
land ;  and  that  if  they  would  be  obftinate,  he  would 
certainly,  pat  them  sdl  to  the  fword.  The  pirates 
made  anfwer,  that  the  iflaod  had  once  before  be- 
idiaged  0^0  the  government  und  doOHnioM  of  the 
*lHog  of  £^bi^,  and  (hat  inftead  of  fiirreaderi^ 
It  tbey  preferred  to  krfie  their  li^ei. 

Oa  Friday  the  ijth^  three  negroea  from  the 
cberny  caine,  fwiouning,  aboard  our  admiral ;  thefe 
brought  inteIli£;eoCe,  that  all  the  pirates  upon  tbe 
iOalid  were  oq^  jt  in  Awmber,  and  that  they  were 
cinder  a  great  conilernatioa,  feeieg  foch  coafiderable 
fofoes  cotae  agasaft  thetiw  With  this  kteHigeoce^ 
the  Spaniards  vefolved  to  laAd,  aad  advaace  to« 
wards  thn  fortMfles»  Which  oe^fed  not  to  fire  as 
many  great  gtlns  againft  them  as  tbey  poffibly  could ; 
winch  were  anfwered  id  tbe  fatne  manner  on  oar 
fide,  till  dark  tiight.  On  Sanday  the  i5Ch,  tbe 
day  of  the  affintaption  of  our  Ltdy,  the  leather 
being  very  cilti  ^  dear,  theSpaoUffda  began  to 
advamre  ihtxfi :  tbe  fbip  St.  Vkiceat,  ridiag  adoQi^, 
4i^ai^  two  whole  btoadicdes  00  Ite  baiter/ cal- 
led 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


led  the  Conception ;  the  (liip  St.  Peter,  that  w;^*. 
yicc-admlral,  difcharged  likewife  her  guns  againft 
tlie  other  battery,  named  St.  James  :  mean  while, 
our  people  land^  ia  fmoU  boats,  direfting  their 
courfe  towards  the  pbint  of  the  battery;  lait  qjcn- 
tioned,  and  thence  they-marehed  towacds  the  gate 
called  Cortadura.  Lieutenant  Francis  de  Cazeres, 
being  defirous  to  view  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
with  only  i  5  men,  was  compelled  to  retreat  in  hafte, 
by  reafon  of  the  great  guns,  which  played  fo  furl* 
oufly  on  the  place  where  he  flood  ;  they  fhootinff, 
not  only  pieces  of  ir6n,  and  fmall  bullets,  but  alio 
the  organs  ot  the  chmx:h,  difcharging  ift  every  (h0t 
threcfcore  pipts  at  a  time.  ^ 

Notwithftanding  this  heat  of  the  enemy,  captaki 
Don  Jofeph  Ramirez  de  Leyva,  with  60  Men,  made 
a  ftrong  attack,  where  n  they  fought  on  both  fides 
very  defperately,  till  at  laft  he- overcame,  and  forced 
the  pirates  to  furrender  the  fort. 

On  the  other  fide.  Captain  John  Galena,  with 
90  men,  parted  over  the  hilfe>  to  advance  tbat  way 
towards  the  caftle  of  St.  Terefei;  meanwhile,  Major 
I>on  Joteph  Sanchez  Ximenez,  as  commander  ia 
chief,  with  the  reft  of  hift  men,  fet  forth  from  the 
battery  of  St.  James,  pafling  the  port  with  four 
boats,  and  landing  in  defpke  of  the  enemy.  About 
this  fame  time  Captaifi  John  Galeho  began  toadvianoe 
with  the  men  he  kd  to  thd  fore* mentioned  fortrefs ; 
fo  that  our  men  made  three  attacks  on  three,  feveral 
fides,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  with  great  courage  ; 
till  the  pirates  feeing  many  of  their  men  already 
killed,  and  that  they  could  in  no  manner  fubfifl 
any  longer,  retreated  towards  Cortadura,  where 
they  furrendered  themfelves,  and  the  whole  ifland, 
}nto  our  bands.  Our  people  poflerted  themfebres  of 
all,  and  fet  up  the  Spanifh  colours,  as  foon  as  they 
had  reodered  cbo&ks  to  God  Almighty  for  the  viAocy 

obtain^ 
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obtained  on  fuch  a  fignalized  day.  The  number  of 
dead  were  fix  men  of  the  enemies,  with  many 
■wounded,  and  feventy  prifoners :  on  our  fide  was 
only  one  man  kFlled,  and  four  wounded. 

There  were  found  on  the  ifland  800  pounds  of 
powder,  250  pounds  of  fmall  bullets,  with  mnny 
other  military  provifions.  Among  the  prifoners  were 
taken  alfo  two  Spani  rds,  who  had  bore  arms  un- 
der the  Englifh  againft  his  Catholick  Majefty  :  rhefc 
•were  (hot  to  death  the  next  day  by  order  of  tbf 
major.  The  loth  day  of  September  arrived  at  the 
Jflc  an  Englifh  veffel,  which  being  fecn  at  a  great 
diftance  by  the  major,  he  ordered  Le  Sicur  Simof>, 
who  was  a  Frenchman,  to  ^o  and  vifit  thcfaid  (hip, 
and  tell  them  that  were  on  board,  that  the  ifland 
ftill  belonged  to  the  Englifh.  He  performed  the 
command,  and  found  in  the  faid  fhlp  only  14  men, 
one  woman  and  her  daughter,  who  were  all  inftantly 
made  prifoners. 

The  Englifh  ph-ates  were  all  tranfported  to  Pu- 
erto Velo,  excepting  three,  who  by  order  of  the 
governor  were  carried  to  Panama,  there  to  work  in 
the  caftle  of  St.  Jerom.  This  fortification  is  an  ex- 
cellent piece  of  workman  fhrp.  and  very  ftrong,  be- 
ing raifed  in  the  middle  of  the  port  of  a  quadran- 
gular form,  and  of  very  hard  ftone :  its  height  Js  §8 
geometrical  feet,  the  wall  being  14,  and  the  curtains 
75  feet  diameter.  It  was  built  at  the  expence  of 
feveral  private  perfons,  the  governor  of  the  city  for- 
nifhing.the  greateft  part  of  the  money;  fo  that  k 
coft  his  majefty  nothing. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

Of  the  t/land  of  Cuba,  Captain  Morgan  nttem^s 
to  pnjerve  the  ijle  of  St,  Catharine  as  a  refuge  t9 
the  neft  of  pirates  ;  hut  fails  of  his  defign.  Ht 
arrives  at,  and  takes  the  village  <fel  Puerto  del 
Principe, 

^APTAIN  Morgan  feeing  his  prcdcccflbr  and 
^^  admiral  Manfvelc  were  dead,  u(ad  all  the  means 
that  were  po/nble,  to  keep  in  podeflkm  the  ifle  of 
St.  Catharine,  feated  near  Cuba.  Hb  chief  intent 
was  to  make  it  a  refuge  and  fanftuary  to  the  piratea 
of  thofe  parts,  pnttiog  it  in  a  condition  of  being  a 
Hconvenient  receptacle  of  their  preys  and  robberies* 
To  this  efieA  he  left  no  (lone  unmoved,  writing  to 
feveml  merchants  in  Virginia  and  New-England,  per* 
fuading  them  to  fend  him  provifions  and  ncceflaries* 
toward^  putting  the  iaid  idaod  in  fncb  a  poftnre 
of  defeace,  as  to  fear  no  danger  of  invafion  froin 
any  fide.  2^t  all  this  provtd  ineflfe^al,  bjr  the 
Spafliards  retaking  the  faid  ifland:  yet  Captaia 
Morgan  rttaAoed  bis  courage,  which  pot  him  on 
new  deiigns.  FirfV,  he  equipped  a  fhip^  in  order 
^t^  jgather  a  fleet  as  great,  and  as  ftrong  as  he 
€6aid.  By  degrees  he  efTe^led  it,  and  gave  orders 
to  every  member  of  his  fleet  to  meet  at  a  cert^n  port 
of  Cuba,  there  determiniog  to  call  a  council,  and  de- 
liberate what  was  beft  to  be  done,  and  what  place 
firft  to  fail  upon.  Leaving  thefe  preparations  in 
this  condition,  I  (hall  give  my  reader  fome  fmall 
account  of  the  faid  ifle  of  Cut^,  in  whofe  port  this 
expedition  was  hatched,  feeing  I  omitted  to  do  it  in 
its  proper  place. 

Cuba  lies  from  eaft.  to  wed,  an  north  latitude, 
So  to  23  deg.  in  length  150  German  leagues,  and 

about 
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mboat  40  m  breadth.  .  Its  ferdlky  is  equal  to  that 

of  Hif jpaoida ;  befides  which,  it  ^ordt  many  tniogf 

proper  for  tradiag  and  commerce ;  fuch  as  bides  of 

federal  beads,  farticularly  thofe  that  la  Europe  arc 

called  hides  of  Havanoa.     On  all  fides  il  is  fur* 

rofuiuled  with  many  fmall  iHaods,  called  the  Cayos  t 

thele  little  iflands  the  pirates  uie  as  ports  of  rcfoge. 

Here  they  have  their  meetiogs,  and  hold  their  coua^ 

cils,   how  beft  to  aflkoU  the  Spaoiards.     It  u  watitr* 

«d  on  all  fides  with  plemiful  and  pleaiant  rivers^ 

^vhofe  entries  form  both  fecnre  and  fpacioos  ports, 

fcefidcs  many  other  harboars  for  (hipi;,  which  aloag 

the  calm  fiiores  and  coafts  adorn  this  rich  and  beau* 

cifiil  iflaBd  ;  all  which  contribute  much  to  its  hap- 

innefs,  by  baUxstMg  trade,  whereto  they  invited 

both  natiTcs  and  aliens.    The  chief  of  the(e  ports 

are  San  Jago,  Byame,  Saou  Maria,  Efpiritu  Santo^ 

Trinidad,  Zagoa,  Cabo  de  Corientes,  aod  others^ 

en  the  footh  fide  of  the  ifiand ;  on  the  north  fide 

are.  La  Havanna,  Puerto  Mariano,  Santa  Cruz,  Mau 

Sjoos,and  Barracoa. 

This  iilaadhath  two  chief  dties,  to  wlilch  all  the 
towns  and  villages  thereof  gire  obedieoce.  The 
firft  is  Santa  Jago,  or  St«  James,  ieated  on  the  fouth- 
tfkk,  and  having  under  its  jurifiliAion  one  half  of 
the  ifiand.  The  chief  magiftrates  hereof  are  a  bilhop 
aod  a  governor,  who  command  the  villages  and 
towns  of  the  faid  half.  The  chief  of  thefe  are,  on  the 
^bath-fide,  Efpiritu  Santo,  Pnerto  del  Principe,  and . 
Bayime*  On  the  north  it  has  Barracoa,  and  De  loi 
Cayos.  The  greateft  part  of  the  commerce  driven 
here  cooes  from  the  Canaries,  whither  they  tranf- 
port  much  tobacco,  fugar,  and  hides,  which  fort  of 
inercfaandiae  are  drawn  to  the  head  city  from  the 
fubordinate  towns  and  villages,  toraaerly  this  city 
of  Santo  Jago  was  miferably  facked  by  the  pirates 
of  Jamaica  aad  Tortuga,  tfaoogh  it  is  defended  by  a 
coQfiderable  caftle. 

7.  Tbi^ 
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Tjie  city  and  port  de  la  Havanna  lie  between  th« 
porth  and  weft  fide  of  the  ifland  :  this  is  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  places  of  the  Weft-Indies  ;  its  jurifdiftioti 
/         fextendsover  the  other  half  of  the  ifland  ;  the  chief 
places  under  it  being  Santa  Cruz  on  the  north  fido^ 
and  la  Trinidad   on   the  fouth.     Hence  is  iranf- 
ported  huge  quantities   of  tobacco,  which  is  fent 
to  New-Spain  and  Cofta  Rica,  even  as  far  as   the 
South-Sea,  befides  many  (hips  laden  with  this  com-' 
modity,  that  are  configned  to  Spain  and  other  parts 
of  Europe,    not    only    in    the  leaf  but  in    rolls. 
This  city  is  defended  by  three  caftles,  very  great 
and  ftronc;,  two  of  which  lie  towards  the  port,  and 
the  other  isfeated  on  a  hill  that  commands  ^he  town. 
It  is  efteemed  to  contain   about  10,000  families. 
The  merchants  of  this  place  trade  in  New-Spain, 
■Camj-eachy,  Honduras,  and  Florida.     All  (hips  that 
come  from  the  parts  before- mentioned,  as  alfo  from 
the  Caraccas,  Carthagena,  and  Cofta  Rica,  are  neceffi- 
tated  to  take  their  provifions  in  at  HavAnna  to  make 
their  voyage  for  Spain  ;  this  being  the  necefTary  and 
ftrait  courfe  they  muft  (teer  for  the  fouth  of  Europe, 
and  other  parts.     The  plate-fleet  of  Spain,  which 
the  Spaniards  call  Flota,  being  homeward  bound, 
touches  here  yearly  to  complete  their  cargo  with 
hides,  tobacco,  and  Cam  peachy  wood. 

Captain  Morgan  had  been  but  two  months  in 
thcfe  ports  of  the  fouth  of  Cuba,  when  he  had  got 
•  together  a  fleet  of  twelve  fail,  between  (hips  and 
'great  boats,  with  700  fighting  men,  part  Englilh 
and  part  French.  They  called  a  council,  and  fome  • 
/  advifcd  to  afTault  the  city  of  Havanna  in  the  night, 
which  they  faid  might  eafily  be  done,  if  they  could 
but  take  any  fcw.of  the  ecclefnfticks;  yea,  that  the 
city  might  be  facked  before  the  caftles  could  put 
themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  Others  pro- 
pounded, according  to  their  fevcral  opinions,  other 

attempts ; 
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ittempts;  biu  the  fjrmer  prcpo(al  was  rejeftcd, 
beciuie  many  of  the  piiatc?,  who  had  bccu  pri- 
iboers  at  other  limes  irM he  IV,  Iciry,  aiTirfn.J  no- 
tkiDgof  coafeq'ieQce  cooij  i>c  .''j  v;iu>  kiS  thun^ 
J^comcn.  M^.-icover,  that  \\\  \\  u.i  i^icfe  pec-pie, 
they  ought  10  j^o  flifw  to  the  ifiand  'c  If  I  ::.<;o,  iud 
Jaad  ihem  hi  iaialJ  boats  at  uc  ^L.^'  ,  t,  inurtcca 
leagues  from  the  f«»id  city,  wnt.cby  lu  avC.^OTplilh 
their  dfcfigns. 

Fina  ly,    they  faw   no    pofTib;'''}    .     -M'hering  fo 
great  a  fleet,  audhcLLiion,  v  ,:.i    .•■...:    they   had, 
they  conciudeJ  toatrciiij-    fc'ine  of'.;.;  • 'a.e.  Among 
the  reft,   one    propoi  iv.V\1    t';.     f]     jid  .ilFaiilt   the 
towaof  el  Puerto  dei  inir.tipc.      1  his  propofitioa 
he  perfuadtd  to,  by  f^'^^  ^^  kr.ew  that  pLice  very 
.wcU,  and  that  beiug  at  adiflanLe  from  fea,  it  never 
«ras  facked  by  an)  pirates,  whereby  the  inhr.bitants 
were  rich,* exert ifing  their   trade  by  ready  money, 
with  thoit:  of  Havanna,  who  kepi  here  an  eliablifhcd 
commerce,  chiefly   in    bides.     This   prcpofal   was 
prefently  adniitted  by  Captain  Morgan,  and  the  chief 
of  his  companions,     H<:reupoa  they  ordered  every' 
£aptaia    to   weigh  anchor  and  fet  fail,  fleering  to» 
wards  tliat  coaft  neareil  to  el  Puerto  del  Principe. 
Here  is  a  bay  named  by  the  Spaniards  el  Puertp  de 
Santa  Maria :  being  arrived  at  this  bay,  a  Spaniard, 
who  was  prifoner  aboard  the  fleet,  fwam  a(hore  by 
fiight  to  the  town  of  el  Puerto  del  Principe,  giving 
an  account  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  defign  of  the 
pirates,  which  he  overheard  in  their  difcourfe,  while 
they  thought  he  did  not  underftand  Engiifli. ,   The 
Spaniards   upon   this  advice   began  to   hide  their 
jichcs,  and  carry  away  the  moveables  ;  the  gover- 
nor immediately  raifed  all  the  people  of  the  town, 
freemen  and  flaves,  and  with  part  of  them  took  a 
port  by  which  of  neceffity   the  pirates  muA  pafs, 
;md    commanded  many    trees  to    be  cut    down 

and 
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und  laid  acrof$  the  ways  to  hinder  their  pafl&ge^ 
placing  feveral  ambufcades,  ftrengthened  with  {bmc 

Eieces  of  caoDOQ  to  play  upon  them  on  their  march. 
[e  gathered  in  all  about  800  men,  of  whicli  de- 
taching part  into  the  faid  ambafcades,  with  the  reil 
he  begirt  the  town,  drawing  them  np  in  a  fpacioa^ 
field,  whence  they  could  fee  the  coming  of  thp 
pirates  at  lengths 

Captain  Morgan  with  his  men,  now  on  the  marcb^ 
found  the  avenues  of  the  town  unpaOkble ;  here-- 
upon  they  took  their  way  through  the  wood,  tra- 
verfing  it  with  great  difficulty,  whereby  they  efcaped 
divers  ambufcades;  at  laft  they  came  to  the  plain^ 
from  its  figure  called  by  the  Spaniards  la  Savanna, 
or  the  Sheet.  The  governor  feeing  thein  come, 
detached  a  troop  of  horfe  to  charge  them  in  the 
front,  thinking  to  difperfe  them,  and  to  purfqc  them 
with  his  main  body  ;  but  this  defign  fuccteded  nor,^ 
for  the  pirates  marched  in  very  good  order,  at  the 
found  of  their  drums,  and  with  flying  colours  ; 
coming  near  the  horfe  they  drew  into  a  fcmi-circle, 
and  fo  advanced  towards  the  Spaniards,  who  charged 
them  violently  for  a  while ;  but  the  pirates  being 
very  dextrous  at  their  arms,  and  their  governor, 
with  many  of  their  companions,  being  killed,  they 
retreated  towards  the  wood,  to  favc  rhemfelves  with 
more  advantage ;  but  before  they  could  reach  it, 
moft  of  them  were  unfortunately  killed  by  the  pi- 
rates. Thus  they  left  the  viSory  to  thefe  new- 
come  enemies,  who  had  no  confiderable  lofs  of  men 
in  the  battle,  and  but  very  few  wounded.  The 
Ikirmifh  lafted  four  hours.  They  entered  the  town 
not  without  great  refiftance  of  fuch  as  were  wiihio, 
who  defended  themfelves  as  long  as  poflible,  and 
many  feeing  the  enemy  in  the  town,  (hut  themfelves 
up  in  their  own  houfes,  and  thence  made  feveral 
(hot  upon  the  pirates  j  who  thereupon  threatened 

thom. 
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them,  faying,  *  If  yon   furrender   not  voluntarily, 

*  yon  (hall  foon  fee  the  town  in  a  flame,  and  your 

*  wives  and  children  torn  in  pieces  before  your 
<  feces.'  Upon  thefe  menaces  the  Spaniards  fub- 
mitted  to  the  difcretion  of  the  pirates,  believing 
they  coald  not  continue  there  long. 

As  foon  as  the  pirates  had  pofTeflcd  themfelves  of 

the  town,  they  enclofed  all   the  Spaniards,  men, 

women,  children,  and  flaves,  in  feveral  churches, 

and  pillaged  all  the  goods  they  could  find ;  then 

they  fearched  the  country  round  about,  bringing  in 

daily  many  goods  and  prifoners,  with  much  pro- 

I        vifioo.     With  this  they  fell  to  making  great  cheer, 

!        after  their  old  cuftom,  without  remembering  the 

poor  prifoners,  whom  they  let  ftarve  in  the  churches, 

though  they  tormented  them  daily  and  inhumanly 

to  make  thcmconfefs  where  they  had  hid  their  goods, 

I        money,  &c.  though  little  or  nothing  was  left  them, 

I        not  fparing  the  women  and  little  children,  giving 

!        them   nothing  to  eat,  whereby  the  greateft  part 

i         periQied. 

Pillage  and  provifions  growing  fcarce,  they  thought 
convenient  to  depart  and  feek  new  fortunes  in  other 
places  :  they  told  the  prifoners,  *  they  fliould  find  ' 

*  money  to  ranfom  themfelves,  elfe  they  (hould  be 
i  *  all  tranfported  to  Jamaica  ;  and  befide,  if  they 
I        *  did  not  pay  a  fecond  ranfom  for  the  town,  they 

1*  would  turn  every  houfe  in  aflies.'  The  Spaniards 
hereupon  nominated  amon^  themfelves  four  fellow 
prifoners  to  go  and  feek  for  the  above-mentioned 
contributions ;  but  the  pirates,  to  the  intent  they 
!  (hould  return  fpecdily  with  thofe  ranfoms,  torment- 
ed feveral  cruelly  in  their  prefence,  before  they  de- 
parted. After  a  few  days  the  Spaniards  returned, 
telling  captain  Morgan,  *  We  have  ran  up  and  down, 

*  and  fearched  all  the  neighbouring  woods  and  places 

*  we  moft  fufpcftcd,  arid  yet  have  not  been  able 
Vol.  I.  F  «  to 
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*  to  find  any  of  our  own  party,  nor  confequently 
^  any  fruit  of  our  embafly  ;  but  if  you  are  pieafed 
;*  to  have  a  little  longer  patience  with  us,  we  (hall 

*  certainly  caufe  all'  that  you  demand  to  be  paid 

*  within  1 5  days ;'  which  captain  Morgan  granted. 
•But  not  long  after,  there  came  into  the  town  fevea 
or  eight  pirates  who  had  been  ranging  in  the  woods 
and  fields,  and  got  confiderable  booty.  Thtfe 
brought  among  A  other  pi  ifoners  a  negro,  whom  thej 
had  taken  with  letters.  Captain  Morgan  having 
pei*ufed  them,  found  they  were  from  the  governor 
of  Santa  Jago,  being  written  to  foir.c  of  the  pi  ifonei  s, 
wherein  he  told  them,  *  ihcy  fpouM  not  make  too 

*  much  hafte  to  pay  any  ranfom  for  their  town  or 
1  *  perfons,  or  any  other  pretext ;  but  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  they  (hould  put  off  the  pirates  as  well  as 

*  they  could  wiih  excufes  and  delays,  expcfting  to 

*  be  relieved  by  him  in  a  (hort  time,  when  he  would 

<  certainly  come  to  their  aid.' .  Upon  this  intelligence 
'Captain  Morgan  immediately  ordered  all  their  plun- 
der to  be  carried  aboard;  and  withal,  he  tdd  *iKe 
^Spaniards,  that  the  very  next  day  they  (hould  pay 
their  ranfoms,  for  he  would  not  wait  a  moment 
longer,  but  reduce  the  whole  town  to  u(hes,  it  ^hey 
failed  of  the  fum  he  demanded • 

With  this  intimation,  captain  Morgan  made  no 
inention  to  the  Spaniards  of  the  letters  he  hid  in-    - 
tercepted.     They  anfwered,  *  that  it  was  impoflibJe 

*  for  them  to  give  fuch  a  fum  of  money  in  fo  (hort 

<  a  fpace  of  time,  feeing  their  fellow  townfmen  were 

*  not  to  be  found  in  all  the  country  thereabouts.* 
Captain  Morgan  knew  full  well  their  intentions,  but 
thouglit  it  not  convenient  to  flay  there  any  longer, 
demanding  of  them  only  500  oxen  or  cows,  with 
fuffitient  fait  to  powder  them,  with  this  condition, 
that  they  ftiould  carry  them  on  board  his  (hips. 
Thus  he  departed  with  all  his  men,  taking  with 

him 
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him  only  fix  of  the  principal  prifiMicrs  as  pledges. 
Next  day  the  Spaniards  broaghc  the  cattle  and  falc 
to  the  fhips,  aod  required  the  prifoners ;  but  captain 
Morgan  refufed  to  deliver  them»  till  they  had  helped 
bis  men  to  kill  and  fait  the  beeves :  this  was  per* 
formed  in  grisat  bade,  be  not  caring  to  Aay  there 
any  longer,  left  he  (honld  be  furprized  by  the  forces 
that  were  gathering  againft  him ;  and  having  re- 
ceived all  on  board  his  vcfTels,  he  fet  at  fiberty  the 
iioftages.     Meanwhile  there  happened  fooie  diflen- 
lions  between  the  Englifh  and  the  French  :  the  oc- 
cafion  was  as  follows ;  a  Frenchman  being  employed 
in  ktUing  and  faking  the  beeves,  an  £ngli(h  pirate 
>  took  away  the  .marrow-bones  he  bad  taken  out  of 
the  ox,  which  thefe  people  efteem  much ;  hereupon 
they  challenged  one  another:  being  come  to  the 
place  of  duel,  the  Englithman  ftabbed  the  French- 
man in  the  back,  whereby  he  fell  down  dead.    The 
^ocher  Frenchman,    defirous  of  revenge,  made   an 
infurredion  againft  the  Englifh  y  but  captain  Morgan 
-foon  appeafed  them,    by  putting  tlie   criminal  In 
chains  to  be  carried  to  Jamaica,  promifinghc  wonlj 
»  fee  juftice  done  upon  him ;  for  though  he  might 
challenge  his  adverfary,  yet  it  was  not  lawful  to  kill 
him  treacheroufly  as  he  did. 

All  things  being  ready,  and  on  board,  and  the 
prifoners  fet  at  liberty,  they  failed  thence  to  a  cer- 
tain ifland,  where  captain  Morgan  intended  to  make 
a  dividend  of  what  they  had  purdiafed  in  that 
Toyage  ;  where  being  arrived,  they  found  nigh  the 
value  of  50,000  pieces  of  eight  in  money  and  goods ;/ 
the  fum  being  known,  it  caufed  a  general  grief  to 
fee  fuch  a  fmall  purchafe,  not  fufficient  to  pay  their 
debts  at  Jamaica.  Hereupon  captain  Morgan  pro- 
pofcd  they  (hould  think  on  fome  other  enterprize  and 
piHage  before  they  returned.  But  the  French  not 
being  able  to  agree  with  the  EngUfli,  left  captain 
F  2  MoF-i^aa 
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Morgan  with  thofe  of  his  own  nation,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  perfuaflons  he  ufed  to  reduce  them  to 

,  continue  in  his  company.  Thus  they  parted  with 
all  external  figns  of  friendHiip,  captain  Morgan  re- 
iterating his  promifes  to  them,  that  he  would  fee 
juftice  done  on  that  criminal.  This  he  performed, 
for  being  arrived  at  Jamaica,  he  caufed  him  to  be 

.  Jianged,  which  was  ail  the  fatisfa^ioo  the  French 
pirates  could  expert. 

CHAP.    XIII.     • 

Captain  Morgan  refolving  to  attack  and  plunder  the 
city  of  Puerto  BeOo,  equips  aj^et,  and  with  little 
expence  and fmall forces  takes  it. 

CjOME  may  think  that  the  French  having  dc- 
^  ferted  captain  Morgan,  the  Englifli  alone  could 
not  have  fufficient  courage  to  attempt  fuch  great 
actions  as  before.  But  captain  Morgan,  who  al- 
ways communicated  vigour  with  his  words,  infufed 
.fuch  fpirit  into  his  men,  as  put  them  inftantly 
upon  new  de/igns ;  they  being  ail  perfuaded  that* 
the  fole  execution  of  his  orders  would  be  a  certain 
*  aneans  of  obtaining  great  riches,  which  fo  influenced 
,  their  minds,  that  with  inimitable  courage  they  all 
refolved  to  follow  him,  as  did  alfo  a  certain  pirate 
of  Campeachy,  who  on  this  occafion  joined  with 
captain  Morgan,  to  feek  new  fortunes  under  his 
conduft.  Thus  captain  Morgan  in  a  few  days  ga- 
thered a  fleet  of  nine  fail,  either  fhips  or  great  boats, 
•wherein  he  had  460  military  men. 

All  things  being  ready,  they  put  forth  to  fea, 
captain  Morgan  imparting  his  defign  to  no  body  at 
prefent;  he  only  told  them  on  feveral  occafionfi, 
that  he  doubted  not  to  make  a  good  fortune  by  that 
voyage;  if  ftrange  occurrences  happened  not.    They 

fleered 
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fleered  towards  the  continent,  where  they  arrived 
in  a  few  days  near  Cofta  Rica,  all  their  fket  fafe. 
No  ooner  had  they  difcovered  land,  but  captain 
Morgan  declared  his  intentions  to  the  capuins,  and 
prcfently  after  to  the  company.  He  told  them  he 
intended  to  plunder  Puerto  Bello  by  night,  being 
refoived  to  put  the  whole  city  to  the  fade :  and  to 
encourage  them  he  added,  this  enter  prize  could  not 
fail,  (eeing  he  bad  kept  it  fecret,  without  revealing 
it  to  any  body,  whereby  they  could  not  have  notice 
of  his  coming.  To  this  propofition  fome  anfwered, 
they  had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  affaulc  ^ 
{o  flrong  and  great  a  city.  But  captain  Morgan 
reined,  '  If  our  number  is  fmall,  our  hearts  are 
•  great ;  and  the  fewer  perfons  we  are,  the  more 
'  union  and  better  fhares  we  (hall  have  in  the  fpoU  ' 
Hereupon,  being  ftimulated  with  the  hope  of  ihofe 
vaft  riches  they  promifed  thcmfelves  from  their  fuc- 
ccfs,  they  unaniniouQy  agreed  to  thai  defign.  Nov.\ 
that  my  reader  may  better  comprehend  the  boidnefs 
of  this  exploit,  it  may  be  neceflfary  to  fay  fomething 
bdbre-hand  of  the  city  of  Puerto  Bcllo. 
ft  This  city  is  in  the  province  of  Cofta  Rica,  10  deg. 
north  latitude,  14  leagues  from  the  gulf  of  Daritn, 
and,  eight  weftwardsfrom  the  port  called  Nombre  de 
Dios.  It  is  judged  the  Arongeft  place  the  king  of 
Spain  pofleffes  in  all  the  Wefl-Iodies,  except  Ha- 
▼wna  and  Carthdgena.  Here  are  two  caftles  almoft 
impregliable,  that  defend  the  city,  fituate  at  the 
entry  of  the  port,  fo  that  no  ihip  or  boat  can  pafs 
withoQt  permiiGon.  The  garrifon  conlifts  of  300  ^ 
foldiers,  and  the  town  is  inhabited  by  about  400 
families.  The  merchants  dwell  not  here,  but  only 
refide  awhile,  when  the  galleons  come  from  or  go 
for  Spain,  by  reafon  of  the  unhealihinefs  of  the  air, 
occafioned  by  vapours  from  the  mountains  ;  fo  that 
thongh  their  chief  warehoufes  are  at  Puerto  Sella,. 
F  3 .  tbei» 
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their  habitiiions  nrc  it  Panama,  whence  they  bring 
the  plate  upon  rr..'!?s,  "when. the  fair  begins,  and 
wlen  ih-  fl  .\?s  KJcr^'ng  to  the  company  of  Ne- 
groes an  he  to  fdl  llaves. 

Captain  Morj;)n,  who  knew  very  well  all  the  ave- 
nuts  of  fhis  city  and  tiiencighbonring  coafts,  arrived 
in  the  d'jfc of  rhe  evening  at  Puerto de  Naos,  lo leaguesi 
to  tf.e  weft  i^f  Piierto  Bello.:  being  come  hither,  they 

'  failed  up  the]  iv!  *D  another  harbour,  called  Puerto 
Ton  tin,  where  they  anchored :  hercthey  put  themfelves 
in  boats  and  canoes,  leaving  in  the  (hips  only  a  few 
men  to  bring  them  next  day  to  the  port.  About 
midnfght  they  came  to  a  place  called  Eftera  longa. 
Lemos,  where  they  all  went  on  fhore,  and  marched* 
by  land  to  the  firft  pofts  of  the  city  :  they  had  in 
their  company  an  Engll/hman,  formerly  a  prifooer 
in  thofe  parts,  who  now  ferved  them  for  a  guide  5 

*  to  him  pnd  three  or  four  more  they  gave  commiffioor 
to  take  the  ceniinel^  if  poflible,  or  kill  him  on  the 
place  ;  but  they  feized  him  fo  cunningly,  as  he  had 
no  time. to  giv^  warning  with  his  muiket,  or  make 
any  noife,  and  brought  him,  with  his  hands  bounds 
to  captain  Morgan,  who  afked  him  how  things  went  • 
in  the  city,  and  what  forces  they  had ;  with  other 
circumftances  he  defired  to  know.  After  every 
queftion,  they  made  him  a  thoufand  menaces  to  kill 
him,  if  he  declared  not  the  truth.  Then  fbey  ad- 
vaoccd  to  the  city,  carryirig  the  faid  centine!  hi>un<f 
before  them  :  having  marched  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league,  they  came  to  the  caftle  near  the  city,  whTchr 
prefently  they  clofely  furrounded,  fo  that  no  perfon 
could  get  either  in  or  out. 

Being  pofted  under  the  walls  of  the  caftle,  captain 
Morgan  conunanded  the  centinel,  whom  they  had 
taken  prifoner,  to  fpeak  to  thofe  within,  charging 
them  to  furrender  to  his  difcretion  ;  other  wife  they 
fliould  be  all  cut  in  pieces,  without  quarter.  But 
they  regarding  none  of  thefe  threats,  began  inftantly 

to 
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Co  fire,  \jirhlch  alarmed  the  city;  yet  notwithftand* 
ing,  though  the  governor  and  foldiers  of  the  faid 
caftle  made  as  great  refiftance  as  could  be,  they  were 
forced  to  furrender.  Having  taken  the  caftle,  they 
refolvcd  to  be  as  good  as  their  words,  putting  die 
Spaniards  to  the  fword,  thereby  to  ftrike  a  terror 
into  the  reft  of  the  city.  Whereupon,  having  fhut 
up  all  the  foldiers  and  officers  as  prifonei-s  into 
one  room,  they  fet  fire  to  the  powder  (whereof  they 
found  great  quantity)  and  blew  up  the  caftle  into  the- 
air,  with  all  the  Spaniards  that  were  within.  This 
done,  they  purfued  the  courfe  of  their  victory,  fall- 
ing upon  the  city,  which,  as  yet,  was  not  ready  to 
receive  them.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  caft  their 
preciods  jewels  and  money  into  wells  and  ciftcrns, 
or  had  them  in  places  under  ground,  to  avoid,  as 
much  as  poffible,  being  totally  robbed.  One  ^jarty 
of  the  pirates,  a/Bgned  to  this  purpofe,  ran  imme- 
diately to  the  cloifters,  and  took  as  many  religious 
men  and  women  as  they  could  find.  The  governor 
of  the  dty,.  not  btlng  able,  to  rally  the  citizens,  I 
through,  their  great  confufion,  retired  to  one  of  the 
caftles  remaining,  and  thencfe  fired  inceflantly  at  the 
pirates :  but  thefe  were  not  in  the  leaft  negll- 
geat  either  toafTault  him,  or  defend  themfelves ;  (o 
that  amidft  the  horror  of  the  affhult,  they  made 
very  few  (hots  in  vam ;  for  aiming  with  great  dex- 
terity at  the  mouths  of  the  guns,  the  Spaniards 
were  certain  to  lofe  one  or  two  men  every  time 
they  charged  each  gun  a-new. 

This  continued  very  furious  from  break  of  day 
till  noon  ;  yea,  about  this  time  of  the  day  the  cafe 
was  very  dubious  which  party  ftiou Id  conquer,  or  be 
conquered.     At  Lift,    the  pirates  perceiving   they  ' 
had  loft  many  men,  and  yet  advanced  but  little  to-  » 
wards  the  gaining  either  this,  or  the  other  caftles,  • 
made  ufe  of  fire-balls,  which  they  threw  with  their 
hands,  defjgning  to  burn  the  doors  of  the  caftles : 
F  4  but 
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but  the  Spaniards  from  the  walls  let  fall  great  qaki-- 
tities  of  ftones,  and  earthen  pots  full  of  powder, 
and  other  combuftible  matter,  which  forced  them 
to  dcfift.  Captain  Morgan  feeing  this  generous  de- 
fence made  by  the  Spaniards,  began  to  defpair  of 
fuccefs.  Hereupon  many  faint  and  calm  medita- 
tions came  into  his  mind ;  neither  could  he  deter- 
mine which  way  to  turn  himfelf  in  that  ftreight#^ 
l^ing  thus  puzzled,  he  was  fuddenly  animated  to 
continue  the  aflault,  by  feting  £ngli(h  colours  put 
fonh  at  one  of  the  lefler  caftles,  then  entered  by  his 
men  ;  of  whom  he  prcfeutly  after  fpied  a  troop  com- 

-  ing  to  meet  him,  proclaiming  vi6lory  with  loud 
^lliouts  of  joy.  This  inftantly  put  him  on  new  re- 
folutions  of  taking  the  reft  of  the  caftles,  efpccially 
feeing  the  chiefeft  citizens  were  fled  to  them,  and 
had  conveyed  thither  great  part  of  their  riches,  with  . 
all  the  plate  belonging  to  the  churches  and  divine 

<  ilrvice. 

To  this  efFeft  he  ordered  ten  or  twelve  ladders 
to  be  made  in  all  hafte,  fo  broad,  that  three  or  four 
men  at  once  might  afcend  them :  thefe  beizig  fini(h- 
ed,  he  commanded  all  the  religious  men  and  wo- 
men, whom  he  had  taken  prifoners,  to  fix  tlieoi 
againft  the  walls  of  the  caftle.  This  he  had  before 
threatened  the  governor  to  do,  if  he  delivered  not 
the  caftle  !  but  his  anfwer  was,  *  He  would  never 
*  Surrender  himfelf  alive.*  Captain  Morgan  was 
perfuaded  the  governor  would  not  employ  his  ut- 
moft  force,  feeing  the  religious  women,  and  eccle- 
iiaftical  perfons,  expofed  in  the  front  of  the  foldiers 
to  the  greateft  danger.  Thus  the  ladders,  as  I  have 
faid,  were  put  into  the  hands  of  religions  perfons 
of  both  fexes,  and  thefe  were  forced,  at  the  head 
of  the  companies,  to  raife  and  apply  them  to  the 
walls  ;  but  captain  Morgan  was  fully  deceived  in 
his  judgment  of  thb  deiign )  for  the  governor,  who 
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aAed  ]tke  a  brave  foldier  lo  performance  of  his  doty, 
ufed  his  atmod  eodeavour  to  deAroy  whofoerer 
came  near  the  walls.  The  religious  men  and  wo- 
men ceafed  oot  to  cry  to  him,  and  beg  of  him,  by 
all  the  Saints  of  Heaven,  to  deliver  the  caflle,  and 
fparc  both  his  and  their  own  Kves ;  but  nothing 
could  prevail  with  his  obAinacy  and  fiercenefs* 
Thus  maoy  of  the  religious  men  and  nuns  were 
killed  before  they  could  fix  the  ladders ;  which,  at 
laft,  being  done,  thongh  with  great  lofs  of  the  faid 
religtoas  people,  the  pirates  mounted  them  in  great 
numbers,  and  with  not  kis  valour,  having  fire-balls 
in  their  bands,  and  earthen  potsfdl  of  powder  ;  all 
which  things,  being  now  at  the  top  of  the  walls^ 
they  kindled  and  <:ait  in  among  the  Spaniards. 

This  efibrt  of  the  pirates  was  very  great,  info- 
much  that  the  Spaniards  could  no  longer  refill  nor 
defend  the  caftle,  which  was  now  entered.  Here*- 
upon  they  all  threw  down  their  arms,  and  craved  ' 
quarter  for  their  lives ;  only  the  governor  of  the 
city  would  crave  no  mercy,  but  killed  many  of  the  1 
]nrates  with  his  own  hands,  and  not  a  few  of  his 
own  foldiers,  beeaufe  they  did  not  ftand  to  their 
amas..  And  though  the  pirates  aflced  hiol  if  he 
would  have  quarter ;  yet  he  conftantly  anfwered, 
'  By  DO  means,  I  had  rather  die  as  a  valiant  foldier, 
^  than  be  hanged  as  a  coward.'  They  endeavoured; 
as  much  as  they  could  to  take  him  prifoner,  but  he- 
defended  "himfelf  fo  obftinately,  that  they  were 
forced  to  kill  him,  notwith&anding  all  the  cries  and 
tears  of  his  own  wife  and  daughter,  who  b^ed' 
him,  on  their  knees,  to  demand  quarter,  and  iave 
.his  life.  When  the  pirates  had  poflefled  tbemfelves 
of  the  caftle,  which  was  about  night,  they  inclofed 
therein  all  the  piifoners,  placing  the  women  and 
men  by  tbemfelves,  with  fome  guards  :  the  wound- 
ed were  put  in  au  apartment  by  itfelf,.  that  their 
F  5  owa 
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own  complaints  might  be  the  cure  of  their  difeaies; 
for  no  other  was  a^rded  them. 

This  done,  they  fell  to  eating  and  drinking  as 
nfual ;  that  is^  committing  in  both  all  manner  c£ 
debauchery  and  excefs  :  thefe  two  vices  were  imme- 
diately followed  by  many  infolent  anions  of  rape 
and  adultery,  committed  on  many  very  honeft  wo*- 
men,  as  well  married  as  virgins ;  who  being  threat- 
ened with  the  fword,  were  conftrained  to  fubmit 
their  bodies  to  the  violence  of  thofe  lewd  and  wicked 
men.  Thus  they  gave  themfelves  up  to  all  forts  cf 
debauchery,  that  fifty  courageous  men  might  eafily 
bave  retaken  the  city,  and  killed  all  the  pirates^ 
Next  day,  hairing  plundered  all  tliey  conld  find, 
they  examined  fome  of  the  prifoners,  (who  had 
been  perfuaded  by  their  companions  to  fay  they 
were  the  richeft  of  the  town)  charging  them  feverely 
•to  difcover  where  they  had  hid  their  riches  and 
gt>ods.  -Not  being  able  to  extort  any  thing  from 
them,  they  not  being  the  right  peribns,  it  was  re- 
folvcd  to  torture  them :  this  they  did  fo  cruelly, 
that  many  of  them  died  on  the  rack,  or  presently 
after.  Now  the  prefident  of  Panama  being  advep- 
tifed  of  the  pillage  and  ruin  of  Puerto  Bello,  he  em- 
ployed all  his  care  and  induilry  to  raife  forces  to 
purfue  and  cad  out  the  pirates  thence ;  but  thefe 
cared  little  for  his  preparations,  having  their  (hips 
at  hand,  and  determining  to  fire  the  city,  and  re- 
treat. They  had  now  been  at  Puerto  Bello  fifteen 
days,  in  which  time  they  had  loft  many  of  their 
men,  both  by  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  country,  and 
their  extravagant  debaiKheries. 

Hereupon  they  prepared  to  depart,  carrying  od 
bfeard  all  the  pillage  they  had  got,  having  firft  pro- 
vided the  fket  with  fufficicnt  viftuals  for  the  voyage* 
While  thefe  things  were  doing,  captain  Morgan  de- 
jj^aA^ed  of  the  prifoners  a.  ranfom  for  the  city,  or 
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dfe  be  would  burn  it  dowo»  and  bbw  up  all  tho 
cafUes ;  wuhal^  he  commaoded  them  to  ieod  fpeedlly 
two  perfoBs,  to  procure  the  fum, .  which  wa» 
100,000  pieces  of  eight.  To  this  eHedl>  two  meo 
were  feat  to  the  prelldeDt  of  Paoama^  who  gave 
bim  an  account  of  all.  The  preiident  having  nov 
a  body  of  men  ready,  fet  forth  towards  Puerto  Bellov 
(a  encounter  the  pirates  before  their  retreat ;  but 
they  bearing  of  his  coming,  bfttad  of  B>ing  away, 
went  out  to  meet  him  at  a  narrow  paflage,  whict^ 
he  maft  pafs :  here  they  placed  100  men,  very  weU 
armed,  which  at  the  firft  encounter  put  to  flight  4 
good  party  of  thofe  of.  Panama.  This  obliged  tha 
preiident  to  retire  for  that  time,  not  being  yet  in  ^ 
pofture  of  ftrength  to  proceed  farther.  Prefently 
after,  he  fent  a  meOage  to  captain  Morgan,  to  tell 
htm,  *  that  if  he  departed  not  fuddeoly  with  all  hia 
V  forces  from  Puerto  Bello,  he  ought  to  expedt  no 

*  quarter  for  himfelf,  iKir   his  companions,  when 

*  he  ihould  take  them,  as  he  hoped  foon  to  do.' 
Captain  Morgan,  who  feared  not  his  threats,  know- 
ing he  had  a  fecure  retreat  in  his  fhips,  which  were 
at  hand,  anfwered>  'He  would  not  deliver  the 
'  cables,  before  he  had  receircd  the  contribuiiop. 

*  money  he  had  demanded ;  which,  if  it  were  not 
'  paid  down,  he  would  certainly  burn  the  whole 

*  city,  and  then  leave  it,  demolilhing  before  hand 

*  the  caftles,  and  killing  the  prlfoners.' 

The  governor  ot  Panama  perceived  by  this  an* 
fwer,  that  no  means  would  fcrve  to  moliify  the  hearts 
€>f  the  pirates,  nor  reduce  them  to  reafon  :  here- 
upon  he  determined  io  leave  them,  as  alfo  ihp/e 
of  the  city  whom  he  came  to  relitye,  involved  ia 
the  difficulties  of  making  the  bed  agreement  they 
could.  Thus  in  a  few  days  more  the  miferablc 
citizens  gathered  the  contribution  required,  and 
brought  iQOjOOo  pieces  of  eight  to  the  i,'irat,s  for 
F  6  aran- 
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a  raofom  of  their  cruel  captiTity  :  but  the  prefideat 
of  Paaama  was  much  amazed  to  confider  that  400 
men  could  take  fuch  a  great  city,  with  fo  maoy 
ftrtmg  caftles,  cfpecially  having  no  ordnance  where- 
with to  raife  batteries  ;  and,  what  was  nwre,  know- 
ing the  citizens  of  Puerto  Bello  had  always  great 
repute  of  being  good  foldiers  themfelves,  and  who 
never  wanted  courage  in  their  own  defence.  This 
aftonldunent  was  fe  -great,  as  made  him  fend  to 
captain  Morgan,  defiring  fome  fmall  pattern  of  thofe 
arms  wherewith  he  had  taken  with  fuch  vigour  fo 
great  a  city.  Captain  Morgan  received  this  meflage 
very  kindly,  and  with  great  civility ;  and  gave  him 
apiilo],'and  a  few  fmall  bullets,  to  carryback  to 
the  prefidcnt  his  mafter ;  telling  him,  withal,  •  He 

•  defired  him  to  accept  that  flender  pattern  of  the 

•  arms  wherewith  he  had  taken  Puerto  Bello,  and 
^  *  keep  them  for  a  twelve-month ;  after  which  time 

•  he  promifcd  to  come  to  Panama,  and  fetch  them 

•  away.'  The  governor  returned  the  prefent  very 
foon  to  captain  Morgan,  giving  him  thanks  for  the 
favour  of  lending  him  fuch  weapons  as  he  needed 
iiot ;  and,  withal,  fent  him  a  ring  of  gold,  with 
this  meflage,  *  that  he  defired  him  not  to  give  him- 

•  felf  the  labour  of  coming  to  Panama,  as  he  had 

•  done  to  Puerto  Bello ;  for  he  did  affure  him,  he 

•  fliould  not  fpecd  fo  well  here,  as  he  had  done 

•  there.' 

After  this.  Captain  Morgan  (having  provided 
his  fleet  with  all  neceflaries,  and  taken  with  him  the 
beft  guns  of  the  caftles,  nailing  up  the  reft)  fet  fail 
fipom  Puerto  Bello  with  all  his  fliips,  and  arriving  ia 
a  few  days  at  Cuba,  he  fought  out  a  place  wherein 
he  might  quickly  make  the  dividend  of  their  fpoil. 
They  found  in  ready  money  250,000  pieces  of 
eight,  befides  other  merchandizes ;  as  cloth,  linen, 
G&s,  kc.     With  this  rich  purc^fe  (hey  failed  thence 

to 
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to  their  c(»ninon  place  of  rendezvoDS,  Jamaica. 
Being  arrived,  they  pa/Ted  here  fome  time  in  all 
forrs  of  vices  and  debaucheries,  according  to  their 
caAom  ;  fpending  very  prodigally  what  others  had 
gained  with  no  fmall  labour  and  toil. 

CHAP.     XIV. 

Captmin  Morgan  takes  the  city  of  Maracaiho  on  the 
coa/t  cf  Neuva  Venezuela.  Piracies  committed  in 
thofe  Jeeu.  Ruin  of  three  Spanifl) fbips  fent forth 
to  Under  the  robberies  of  the  pirates. 

"^^  O  T  long  after  their  arrival  at  Jamaica,  being 
•^"^    that  (hort  time  they  needed  to  lavilh  away  all 
the  riches  above-mentioned,  they  concluded  on  ano- 
ther enterprize  to  feek  new  fortunes  :  to  this  dk&^ 
captain  Morgan  ordered  all  the  comnianders  of  his 
Hiips  to  meet  at  De  la  Vacca,  or  the  Cow  Ifle,  fouth 
of  Hifpaniola,  as  is  faid.     Hither  flocked  to  them 
great  numbers  of  other  pirates,  French  and  Engli/h ; 
the  name  of  captain  Morgan  being  now  famous  in 
all  the  neighbouring  countries  for  his  great  enter- 
prizes.     There  was>then  at  Jamaica  an  Englifh  (hip 
newly  come  from  New  England,  well  mounted  with 
36  guns :  this  veflel,  by  order  of  the  governor  of 
Jamaica,  joined  captain  Morgan  to  ftrengthen  his 
fleet,  and  give  him  greater  courage  to  attempt  mighty 
things.    With  th*ts  fupply,  captain  Morgan  judged 
himfelf  fufficiendy  Afong ;  but  there  t^ng  in  the 
fame  place  another  great  veflel  of  24  iron  guns,  and 
12*  brafe  ones,  Selonging  to  the  French,  captain 
Morgan  endeavoured  alfo  to  join  this  (hip  to  his 
own ;  but  the  French  not  daring  to  truft  the  Englifli, 
denied  abfolutely  to  confent. 

The  French  pirates  belonging  to  this  great  fliip 
had  met  at  fea  an  EugUih  veflel  \  and  being  under 
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great  want  of  viftuais,  they  had  takpn  fomc  pro- 
vifiofts  out  of  the  Englifti  (hip,  without  paying  for 
them,  having,  perhaps,  no  ready  money  aboard; 
only  they  gave  them  bills  of  exchange  for  Janiiatca. 
«nd  Tortuga,  to. receive  money  there.  Captain 
Morgan  having  notice  of  this,  and  perceiving  he 
could  not  prevail  with  the  French' captain  to  follow 
him,  refolved  to  lay  hold  on  this  occafion,  to  ruin 
the  French,  and  feek  his  revenge.  Hcreupod  he 
invited,  with  diflimulation,  the  French  commander, 
and  feveral  of  his  men,  to  dine  with  him  on  board 
the  great  (hip  that  was  come  to  Jamaica,  as  is  faid ; 
being  come,  he  made  them  all  prifoners,  pretending 
the  injury  aforefaid  done  to  the  Englifh  veiTel. 

This  unjuft  aftion  of  captain  Morgan  was  fooa 
•followed  by  divine  puni(bment,  as  we  may  conceive  t 
the  manner  I  (hall  InAantly  relate.  Captain  Morgan^ 
prefently  after  he  had  taken  thefe  French  prifoners^ 
called  a  council  to  deliberate  what  place  they  fliould 
firft  pitch  upon  in  this  new  expeditioo.  Here  it 
was  determined  to  go  to  the  ifle  of  Savona,  to  wait 
for  the  Flota  then  expert ed  from  Spain,  and  take 
any  of  the  Spanifti  veCfels  draggling  from  the  refti, 
This  refolution  being  taken,  they  began  aboard  the 
great  (hip  to  feaft  one  another  for  joy  of  their  new 
Toyage,  and  happy  council,  as  they  hoped :  they 
drank  many  healths,  and  difcharged  many  guns,, 
the  common  fign  of  mirth  among  feamen.  Moft  of 
the  men  being  drunk,  by  what  accident  is  not  known,, 
the  (hip  fuddenly  was  blown  up,  with  3|;o  Engli(h- 
men,  befides  the  French  Prifoners  in  the  hold  ;  of 
all  which,  there  efcaped  but  30  men,  who  were 
in  the  great  cabin,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  main 
force  of  the  powder.  Many  more,  it  ia  thought, 
might  have  efcaped,  had  they  not  been  fo  much 


overtaken  with  winc.^ 
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This  lois  brought  much  coQfternation  of  mind 
upon  the  Eogliih;  they  koew  not  whom  to  bbme, 
bat  at  laft  the  accufatton  was  laid  oh  the  FrcDcb 
prifooers,  whom  they  fufpcfted  to  have  fired  the 
powder  of  the  Ihip  out  of  revenge,  though  with 
the  lofe  of  their  own  lives :  hereupon  they  added 
new  accufatioQs  to  their  former,  whereby  to  fcize 
the  (hip  and  all  that  was  in  it,  by  fayiog  the  French 
defigned  to  commit  pu^cy  on  the  Engiiih.  The 
groQiKls  of  this  accufation  were  given  by  a  com- 
mifEoofrom  the  governor  of  Barracoa,  found  aboard 
the  French  veflel,  wherein  were  rhefe  word?,  *  that 
the  faid  governor  did  permit  the  French  to  trade 
in  allSpaoifh  ports,  &c. — As  alfo  to  cruife  on  the 
'  Engliih  purates  io  what  place  foever  they  could 

*  find  them,  becaufe  of  the  multitude  of  hoftiliuc;s 
'  which  they  had  committed  againd  the  fubjcds  of 

*  his  cachoHck  majefly  in  time  of  peace  betwixt  the 

*  two  crowns.'     This  comminion  for  trade  was  in- 
terpreted as  an  exprefs  order  to  exercife  piracy  and  ' 
-war  againA  them,  though  it  was  only  a  bare  licence 
for  coming  into  the  Spanish  ports ;  the  cloak  of 
which  permtffion  werethofe  words,  '  that  they  (houid 

'  cruife  upon  the  Englifh:'  And  thoiigh  the  French 
did  fafficieotly  expouiKi  the  true  feofe  of  it,  yet  they 
could  not  clear  themfelves  to  ciptain  Morgan,  nor 
his  council ;  bnt  in  lieu  thereof,  the  (hip  and  men 
were  feized  and  fent  to  famaica.  Here  they  alfo 
endeavoured  to  obtain  juftice,  and  the  reftitution 
of  their  (hip,  but  all  in  vain ;  for  inftead  of  juftice^ 
they  were  long  detained  in  prUbn,  and  threatened 
with  hanging. 

Eight  days  after  the  I0&  of  the  faid  ftupi  captaiik 
Morgan  commanded  the  bodies  of  the  miferable 
wretches  who  were  Mown  up  to  be  fearched  for, 
as  tbey  floated  6n  the  fea;  not  to  afibrd  them 
chriftian  burial,  but  for  their  clothes  and  attire ; 
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and  if  any  had  gold  rings  on  their  fingers,  thefe 
were  cot  off,  leaving  them  expofed  to  the  voracity 
of  the  monfters  of  the  fea.     At  laft  they  fct  fall 
for  Savona,   the  place  of  their  affignation,     Thefe 
were  in  all  15  vefTeis,   captain  Morgan  commanding 
the  biggeft,  of  only  14  (mall  guns;  his  number  <£ 
men  was  960.     Few  days  after,    they  arrived  at  the 
Cabo  de  Lobos,  fouth  of  Hifpanioia,  between  Cape 
Tiburon  and  Cape  Punta  de  Efpada :  hence'  they 
could  not  pafs  by  reafon  of  contrary  winds  for  three 
weeks,  notwithftanding  all  the  utmoft  endeavours 
captain  Morgan  ufed  to  get  forth ;  then  they  doubJcd 
the  Cape,  and  fpied  an  Englifh  veffel  at  a  diftance. 
Having  fpoken  with  her,   they  found  (he  came  from 
England,  and  bought  of  her  for  ready  money  fome 
pro^ifions  they  wanted. 

Captain  Morgan  proceeded  in  his  voyage  til!  he 
.  came  to  the  port  of  Ocoa ;  here  he  landed  fome 
men,  fending  them  into  the  woods  to  feek  water 
and  provifions,  the  better  to  fpare  fuch  as  he  had 
already  on  board.  They  killed  many  beafts,  and 
among  others  fome  horfes.  But  the  Spaniards,  not 
well  fatisfied  at  their  hunting,  laid  a  ftratagem  for 
them,  ordering  three  or  four  hundred  men  to  come 
from  Santo  Domingo  not  far  diflant,  and  defiring 
them  to  hunt  in  all  the  parts  thereabout  near  .the 
fea,  that  fo,  if  the  pirates  fhould  return,  they  might 
find  no  fubfiftence.  Within  few  days  the  fame 
pirates  returned  to  hunt,  but  finding  nothing  to 
kill,  a  party  of  about  fifty  ftraggled  farther  on  into 
the  woods.  The  Spaniards,  who  watched  ail  their 
motions,  gathered  a  great  herd  of  cows,  amj  fet 
two  or  three  men  to  keep  them.  The  pirat^hav- 
ing  fpied  them,  killed  a  fufficieat  number  ;  and 
though  the  Spaniards  could  fee  them  at  a  diftance» 
yet  they  would  not  hinder  them  at  prefent ;  but  as 
fooQ  as  they  attempted  to  carry  them  away,  they 
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(ex  upon  them  furionfly,  crying,  Mata,  mata,  i.e.- 
Kill,  kill.  Thus  the  phates  were  compelled  to  quit 
the  prey,  and  retreat  to  their  fliips;  but  they  did 
it  m  good  order,  retijing  by  degrees,  aod  when 
they  had  opportunity,  difchargiog  full  vollies  00 
the  Spaniards,  killing  many  of  their  enemies,  ibo' 
with  fome  lofs. 

The  Spaniards  feeing  their  damage,  endeavoured 
to  fave  ihemfelves  by  flight,  and  carry  off  their  dead 
and  wounded  companions.  The  pirates  perceiving 
them  flee,  would  not  content  themfelves  with  what 
hurt  they  had  already  done,  but  purfued  them 
fpeedily  into  the  woods,  and  killed  the  greateft 
'part  of  thofc  that  remained.  Next  day  captain 
Morgan,  extremely  offended  at  what  had  pafTed^ 
went  himfelf  with  200  men  into  the  woods  to  feek 
for  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards,  but  finding  no  body,  / 
he  revenged  his  wrath  on  the  houfes  of  the  poor 
and  mlferable  rufticks  that  inhabit  thofe  fcattering 
fields  and  woods,  of  which  he  burnt  a  great  number : 
with  this  he  returned  to  his  fhips,  fomewhat  more 
fatisfied  in  his  mind,  for  having  done  fome  conGder- 
able  damage  to  the  enemy,  which  was  always  hit 
moft  ardent  deGre. 

The  impatience  wherewith  captain  Morgan  had 
waited  a  long  while  for  fome  of  his  (h  ps  not  yet 
arrived,  made  him  refolve  to  fail  away  without  them, 
and  fteer  for  Savona,  the  place  he  always  defigned. 
Being  arrived,  and  not  finding  any  of  his  ihips  come, 
he  was  more  impatient  and  concerned  than  before, 
fearing  their  lofs,  or  that  he  muft  proceed  without 
them ;  but  he  waiting  for  their  arrival  a  few  days 
longer,  and  having  no  great  plenty  of  provifions, 
he  lent  a  crew  of  150  men  to  Ilifpaniola  to  pillage 
fome  towns  near  Santo  Domingo ;  but  the  Spaniards, 
npon  intelligence  of  their  coming,  were  fo  vigilant, 
and  in  foch  good  ppfture  of  defence,  that  the  pirates 
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thought  not  convenient  to  arthult  them,  choofin^ 
rather  to  return  empty-handed  to  captain  Morgan, 
than  to  perifh  in  that  defperate  enterpiize. 

At  laft  captain  Morgan,  feeing  ihe  other  (hips 
did  not  come^  made  a  review  of  his  people,  and 
found  only  about  500  men  ;  the  (hips  wanting  were 
feven,  he  only  having  eight  in  his  company,  of 
which  the  greateft  part  were  very  fmall.  Having 
hitherto  refolved  to  cruife  on  the  coaftsof  Carraccas,  * 
and  to  plunder  the  towns  and  villages  there,  finding 
himfclf  at  prefcnt  with  fuch  fmall  forces,  he  changed 
bis  refolution  by  advice  of  a  French  captain  in  his 
fleet.  This  Frenchman  having  ferved  Lolonois  m 
the  like  enterprizes,  and  at  the  taking  of  Maracaibo,.' 
knew  all  the  entries,  pafTages,  forces,  and  means 
1k>w  to  put  in  execution  the  fame  again  in  com- 
pany of  captain  Morgan ;  to  whom  having  made  a 
full  relation  of  all,  he  concluded  to  fack  it  the  fecond 
time,  being  himfelf  perfuaded,  with  all  his  men,  of 
the  facility  the  Frenchman  propounded.  Hereupon 
they  weighed  anchor,  and  (teercd  towards  Curafao. 
Being  come  within  (tght  of  it,  they  landed  at  another 
ifland  near  it,  called  Ruba,  about  twelve  leagues 
from  Curafao  to  the  weft.  This  ifland,  defended, 
by  a  flender  garrifon,  is  inhabited  by  Indians  fubjeft 
to  Spain,  and  fpeak  Spanifh,  by  reafon  of  the  Ro-' 
mon  catholick  religion  here  cultivated  by  a  few 
prie(b  fen t  from  the  neighbouring  continent. 

The  inhabitants  exercife  commerce  or  trade  with 
the  pirates  that  go  and  come  this  way :  they  buy  of 
the  iflanders  (heep,  lambs,  and  kids,  which  they 
exchange  for  linen,  thread,  and  like  things.  The 
country  is  very  dry  and  barren,  the  whole  fubftance 
thereof  confining  in  thofe  three  things,  and  a  little 
indifferent  wheat.  This  ifle  produces  many  veno- 
mous iiifefts,  as  vipers,  fpiders,  and  others.  Thefe 
laft  arc  fo  pernicious,  that  a  man  bitten  by  them 
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dtes  mad ;  and  the  manner  of  rccorenng  foch,  is 
to  tic  them  very  faft  both  hands  and  feet,  and  fo  to 
leave  them  twenty  four  hours,  without  eating  or 
drinking  any  thing.  Captain  Morgan,  as  was  laid, 
baviflg  caft  anchor  before  this  ifland,  bought  of  the 
inhabitants  fticep,  lambs,  and  wood  for  all  his 
fleet.  After  two  dys,  he  failed  again  in  the  night, 
to  the  intent  they  raight  not  fee  what  courfe  he 
fteercd. 

Next  day  they  arrirecl  at  the  fea  of  Maracaibo, 
taking  great  care  not  to  be  fcen  from  Vigilia,  for 
Mfhich   rcafon  they   anchored  out   of  fight  of  it. 
Night  being  come,  they  fet  fail  again  towards  the 
land,  and  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  were  got 
direftly  over  agaicfl  the  Bar  of  the  faid  lake.    The 
Spaniards  had  built  another  fort  fince  the  aflion  of 
Lolonois,  whence  they  now  fired  continually  againfl 
the  pirates,  while  they  put  their  men  into  boats  to  / 
land.    The  difpute  continued  very  hot,  being  ma- 
naged with  great  courage  from  morning  till  dark 
night.     This  being  come,  captain  Morgan,  in  the 
obfcurity  thereof,  drew  nigh  the  fort,  which  hav- 
iftg  examined,  he  fonnd  no  body  in  it,  the  Spaniards 
having  deferted  it  not  long  before.     They  left  be* 
hind  them  a  match  lighted  near  a  train  of  powder, 
to  have  blown  up  the  pirates  and  the  whole  fortrefs 
as  foon  as  they  were  in  it.     This  defign  had  taken 
eflWlr,  had  not  the  ph-ntes  difcovered  it  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour;  but  captain  Morgan  fnatching  away 
the  match,  laved  both  his  own  and  his  companions 
Brcs.     They  found   here  much   powder,  whereof 
he  provided  his  fleet,  and  then  demolifhicd  part  ot 
the  walls,  nailing  16  pieces  of  ordnance  ffom  il'to 
24  pounders.     Here  they  aifo  found  many  niufqucts 
and  other  military  provifions. 

Next  day  they  commanded  the  (hips  to  enter  the 
Bar,  among  which  they  divided  the  powder,  muf-' 
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quets,  and  other  things  found  in  the  fort ;  then  thcy^ 
embarked  again  'to  continue  their  courfe  toward i-  - 
Maracaibo ;  but   the  waters  bang  very  low,  they 
could  not  pafs  a  certain  bank  at  the  catry  of  the 
lake  :  hereupon  they  were'  compelled  to  go  into 
canoes  and  fmall  boats,  with  which  they  arrived 
next  day  before  Maracaibo,  having  no  other  de» 
fence  than  fome  fmall  pieces  which  they  could  carry 
in  the  £iid  boats.     Beiog  landed,  they  ran  immedi- 
ately to  the  fort  de  la  Barra>  whiwh  they  found 
as  the  precedent,  without  any  perfon  in  it,  for-  all  • 
were  Bed  into  the  woods,  leaving  alfo   the   towa  - 
without  any  people,  unlefs  a  few  miferable  folks, 
who  had  nothing  to  lofe. 

As  foon  as  they  had  entered  the  towns,  the  pirates 
feorched  every  corner  to  fee  if  they  could  find  any  . 
people  that  were  hid,  who  might  offend  them  un- 
awares; not  finding  any  body,  every  party  as  they 
came  out  of  their  fevejal  Iliips,  chofe  what  houfes 
ihcy   pleafcd.     The  church  was  deputed  for  the- 
common  corps  du  guard»   where  they  lived  after, 
their  military  manner,  very  infolently.     Next  day, 
after  they  fent  a  troop  of  loo  men  to  feek  for  the 
inhabitants  and  their  goods  :  thefe  returned  next, 
day,  bringing  with  them,  thirty  per fons,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,   and   fifty  mules  loaden  with 
good  merchandife.     All  thefe  miferable  people  were 
put  to  the  rack)  to  make  them  confcfs  where  the, 
reft  of  the    inhabitants  were,    and   their  goods*. 
Among  other  tortures,   one  was  to  ftretch  their 
limbs  with  cords,  and  then  to  beat  them  with-fticka 
and  other  inftrumcnts.     Others  had  burning  matches 
placed  betwixt  their  fingers,  which  were  thus  burnt 
alive.    Others  had  (lender  cords  or  marches  twiftcd 
about  their  heads,  till  their  eyes  burft  out.     Thus 
all  inhuman  cruelties  were  executed  on  thofe  inno- 
cent people.    Thofe  who  would  not  confefs,  or  who 
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tad  nothing  to  declare,  died  nnder  the  hands  of 
thofe  villains.  Thcfe  tortures  and  racks  continued 
for  three  whole  weeks,  in  which  time  they  fent  out 
^aily  parties  to  feek  for  more  people  to  torment  and 
rob,  they  never  returning  without  booty  and  new 
riches. 

Captain  Morgan  having  now  gotten  into  his  hands 

.  about  looof  the  chief  families,  with  all  thcirgoods, 
at  laft  rcfolved  for  Gibraltar,  as  Lolonois  had  done 

.  before :  with  this  defign  he  equipped  his  fleet,  pro- 
viding it  fufficiently  with  all  necefTaries.  He  put 
likewife  on  board  all  the  prifoners,  and  weighing 
anchor,  fet  fail  with  refolution  to  hazard  a  battle.  • 
They  had  fent  before  fome  prifoners  to  Gibraltar, 
to  require  the  inhabitants  to  furrender,  otherwifc 
captain  Morgan  would  certainly  put  them  all  to  the 
fword,  without  any  quarter.  Arriving  before  Gib- 
raltar, the  Inhabitants  received  him  with  continual 

'  (hooting  of  great  cannon  bullets ;  but  the  pirates, 
tnftead  of  fainting  hereat,  ceafed  not  to  encourage 
one  another,  tiying,    *  We   mufl  make  one   meal 

*  upon  bitter  things^  before  we  come  to  tnfte  the 

*  the  fwcetnefs  of  the  fugar  this  place  affords.' 

^kxt  day  very  early  they  landed  all  their  men,  • 
and  being  guided  by  the  Frenchman  above&id,  they 
marched  towards  the  town  ;  not  by  the  common 
way,  but  crofling  through  woods,  which  way  the 
Spaniards  fcarce  thought  they  would  have  come; 
for  at  the  b^inning  of  their  march,  they  made  as 
if  they  intended  to  come  the  next  and  open  way 
to  the  town,  hereby  to  deceive  the  Spaniards ;  but 
thcfc  remembering  full  well  what  Lolonois  had  done 
•  but  two  years  before,  thought  it  not  fafe  to  expeft  a 
fecond  brunt,  and  hereupon  all  fled  out  of  the 
town  as  faft  as  they  could,  carrying  all  their  goods 
and  riches,  as  alfo  all  the  powder;  and  having  nail- 
ed all  the  great  guns,  fo  as  the  pirates  found  not 
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one  perfon  in  the  whole  city,  but  one  poor  iiin<>c«fJt 
man  who  was  bom  a  fool.  This  man  they  aflccd 
whither  the  inhabitants  were  fled,  and  where  they 
had  hid  their  goods  :  to  all  which  queftioQS  and  the 
like,  he  conftantly  anfwered,  *  I  know  nothiag,   I 

*  know  nothing  ;*  but  they  prefently  put  hioi  to  the 
rack,  and  tortured  him  with  cords ;  which  torments 
forced  him  to  cry  out,  *  Dp  not  loiturepae^ny  more, 

*  but  come  with  me,  and  I  will  (hew  you  my  goods 
'*  and  my  riches.*  They  were  perfuaded,  it  feems, 
he  was  fome  rich  perfon  difguifed  under  thofe  clothes 
fo  poor,  and  thaft  innocent  tongue  j  fo  they  went 
along  with  him,  and  he  condudled  them  to  a  poor 
miferable  cottage,  wherein  he  had  a  few  earthen 
difties  and  other  things  of  no  value,  and  three  pieces 
of  eight,  concealed  with  fome  other  trumpery  under 
.ground.  Then  they  alked  him  his  name,  and  he 
I  readily  anfwei  ed,  *  My  name  is  Don  Scbaftian  San- 

*  chez,  and  I  am  brother  unto  the  governor  of  Ma- 

*  racaibo.*  This  foolifh  anfwcr,  it  moll  be  con- 
ceived, thcfe  inhuman  wretches  took  for  truth  ;  for 
no  fooner  had  they  heard  it,  but  they  put  him  again 
upon  the  rack,  Hfting  him  up  on  high  with  cords, 
aiid  tying  hngc  weights  to  his  feet  and  neck.  Be- 
fides  which,  they  burnt  him  alive,  applying  palm- 
leaves  burning  to  his  face. 

The  fame  day  they  fent  out  a  party  to  feek  for 
the  hihabitants,  on  whom  they  might  exercife  their 
cruelties,  Thefe  brought  back  an  honeft  peafant 
with  two  daughters  of  his,  whom  they  intended  to 
torture  as  they  ufed  others,  if  they  fliewcd  oot  die 
places  where  the  inhabiunts  were  hid.  The  peafant 
knew  fome  of  thofe  places,  and  feeing  himfelf  threit* 
ened  with  the  rack,  went  with  the  pirates  to  (hew 
them  J  but  the  Spaniards  perceiving  then*  enemies 
to  range  every  where  up  and  down  the  woods,  were 
already  fled  thence  fartb«- off  ioto  the  ihickeftof  the 
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woods,  where  they  built  themfelveshats,  to  preferve 
from  the  weather  thofe  few  goods  they  had.  The 
pirates  judged  thetnfelves  deceived  by  the  peafant, 
hereupon,  to  revenge  themfelves,  notwiihftanding 
ail  his  e&cufes  and  fupplicatioo,  they  hanged  him 
oQ  a  tree. 

Then  they  divided  into  parties  to  fearch  the  plan- 
tations ;  for  they  knew  the  Spaniards  that  were  ab- 
fconded  could  not  live  on  what  the  woods  afforded, 
without  coming  now  and  then  for  proyifions  to  their 
country  hou fes.  Here  they  found  a  flave,  to  whom 
they  promifed  mountains  of  gold,  and  his. liberty, 
by  tranfporting  him  to  Jamaica,  if  he  would  fhew 
them  where  the  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  lay  hid. 
This  fellow  conduced  them  to  a  party  of  Spaniards, 
whom  they  inllantly  made  piifoners,  commanding 
this  flave  to  kill  fome  before  the  eyes  of  the  reft  ; 
that  by  this  perpetrated  crime,  he  might  never  be 
able  to  leave  their  wicked  company.  The  negro, 
according  to  their  orders,  comraitred  many  murders 
and  infolenc^es  upon  the  Spaniards,  and  followed 
the  unfortunate  traces  of  the  pirates  ;  who  eight 
days  after  returned  to  Gibraltar  with  many  prifcners, 
and  fome  mules  laden  with  riches.  They  examined 
<verY  prifoner  by  himfelf  {who  were  in  all  about 
250  perfons)  where  ihcy  had  hid  the  reft  of  their 
goods,  and  if  they  knew  of  their  feUow  townfmen. 
Such  as  would  not  confefs,  were  tormented  after  a 
moft  inhumaa  manner.  Among  the  reft,  there 
happened  to  be  a  Portuguefe,  who  by  a  negro  was 
reported,  though  falfly,  to  be  very  rich. ;  this  man 
was  commanded  to  produce  his  riches.  His  anfwer 
was,  he  had  no  more  than  100  pieces  of  eight  in 
the  world,  apd  ihefe  had  been  ftolcn  from  him  two 
days  before  by  his  fervant ;  which  words,  though  he 
fealed  with  many  oaths  and  proteftations,  yet  ,they 
would  oot  believe  hiiD|  but  dragging  him  to  the 

rack. 
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Tack,  without  any  regard  to  his  age  of  fixty  years^ 
they  ftretched  him  with  cords,  breaking  both  his 
arms  behind  his  (houldtrs. 

This  cruelty  went  not  alone ;  for  he  not  being  able 
or  willing  to  make  any  other  declaration,  they  pot 
him  to  another  fort  of  torment  more  barbarous  ; 
they  tied  him  with  fmall  cords  by  his  two  thumbs 
and  great  toes  to  four  flakes  fixed  in  the  ground  at 
a  convenient  diftance,  the  whole  weight  of  his  body 
hanging  on  thofe  cords.     Not  fatisfied  yet  with  this 
<ruel  torture,  they  took  a  ftone  of  above  two  hun- 
dred pounds,    and   laid  it  upon  his  belly,    as  if 
they  intended    to  prefs   him  to  death;  they  aHb 
kindled  palm  leaves,    and   applied  the    flame    to 
the  face  of  this  unfortunate  Portuguefc,  burning 
with  them  the  whole  fldn,  beard,  and  hair.    At  lafl; 
Wing  that  neither  with  thefe  tortures,  nor  others, 
they  could  not  get  any  thing  out  of  him,  they  untied 
the  cords,  ond  carried  him  half  dead  to  the  church, 
where  was  their  corps  du   gard ;  here   they   tied 
lilm  anew  to  one  of  the  pillars  theieoF,  leaving  him 
in  that  condition,  without  giving  him  either  to  eat    - 
or  drink,  unkfs  very  fparingly,  and  fo  little  as  would 
fcarce  fuftain  life  for  fome  days;  four  or  five  being 
pafl,  he  defired  one  of  the  prifoners.  might  come  to 
J/im,  by  whofc  means  he  promifed  he  would  en- 
deavour to  raife  Tome  money  to  fatisfy  their  demands. 
The  prifoner  whom  he  required  was  brorght  to  him, 
and  he  ordered  him  to  promifc  the  pirates  500  p'eccs 
of  eight  for  his  ranfom  ;  but  they  were  deaf  and 
obftinateat  fuch  a  fmall  fum,  and  igflead  of  accept- 
ing it,  beat  him  ciuelly  with  cudgels,  faying,  *  Old 

*  fellow,  inflead  of  five  hundred,  you  muft  fay  five 

*  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight ;  othery?ife  you. 

*  fhall  here  end  your  life.'  Finally,  after  a  thouHind 
prpteAations  that  he  was  but  a  miferable  man,  and 
kept  a  poor  tavern  for  his  living,  he  agreed  with 

them 


yGot>gle  ' 


BvcAsiERS,  l£c.  of  America.         145 

tliem  for  1000  pieces  of  eight.  Thefe  he  raifcd,  and 
having  paid  thera,  got  his  liberty ;  though  fa  hor- 
riblf  maimed,  that  it  is  fcarce  to  be  bdiev^  he  could 
forvive  maoy  weeks. 

Other  tortures,  befide  thefe,  were  exercifed  upoa 
others,  which  this  Portuguefe  endured  loot.  Some 
were  hanged  up  by  the  tefticlcs,  or  priTy-membersp 
and  left  till  they  fell  to  the  ground,  thofe  parts  being 
torn  from  their  bodies :  if  with  this  they  minded 
to  (hew  mercy  to  thole  wretches,  thus  lacerated  in 
the  moft  tender  parts,  their  mercy  was,  to  run  them 
through  with  their  fwords ;  otherwife  they  ufed  to 
fie  four  "or  five  days  under  the  agonies  of  death 
before  thcy^  died.  Others  were  crucified  by  thefe 
tyrants,  and  with  kindled  matches  burnt  between 
thejomtsof  their  fingers  and  toes:  others  had  their 
feet  put  into  the  fire,  and  thus  were  lefl  to  be  roafted 
alive.  Having  ofed  thefe  and  other  cruelties  with 
the  white  men,  they  began  to  pradlife  the  fame  widi 
the  negroes,  their  (laves,  who  were  treated  with  ( 
no  lefs  inhumanity  than  their  maAers. 

Among  thefe  Oaves  was  one  who  promifed  captaia 
Morgan  to  conduft  him  to  a  river  of  the  lake,  where 
he  (hould  find  a  (hip  and  four  boats,  richly  laden 
with  gxxhis  of  the  inhabftants  of  Maracaibo  :  the 
fame  difcovercd  likcwife  where  the  governor  of  Gib- 
raltar lay  hid,  with  the  greatcft  part  of  the  women 
of  the  town  ;  but  ail  this  he  revealed,  upon  great 
menaces  to  hang  him,  if  he  told  not  what  he  knew, 
captain  Morgan  fent  away  prefendy  aoo  men  in  two 
fcttees,  or  great  boats,  to  this  river,  to  feek  for 
what  the  fiaye  had  dlfcovered  ;  but  hehimfelf,  with 
25©  more,  undertook  to  go  and  take  the  governor. 
This  gentleman  was  retired  to  a  fmall  ifland  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  where  he  had  built  a  little  fort, 
as  well  as  he  could,  for  his  defence  j  but  hearing  that 
captain  Morgan  came  in  perfon  with  greaj  forces 
"  Vo  L.  h  G  \to 
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to  feek  him,  he  retired  to  the  top  of  a  mmintahi  nb^ 
far  of,  "lo-which  there  was  no  afcent,  but  by  a  very 
narrow  pafTage,  fo  ftreight,  that  whofoevcr  did  at- 
tempt to  gaia  the  afcent,  rouft  march  his  men  oi>e 
by  one.     Captain  Morgan  fpent  two  days  before  he 
.  arrived  at  this. little  ifland,  whence  he  defigned  to 
proceed  to  the  mountain  where  the  governor  was 
potted,  had  he  not  been  told  of  the  impoffibilSty 
of  afcent,  not  only  for  the  narrowneis  of  the  way, 
but  becaufe  the  governor  was  well  provided  with 
all  forts  of  amtnunition :  beGde,  there  was  fallen 
a  huge  rain,  wh'ercby  all  the  pirates  baggage  ami 
powder  was  wet.     By  this  rain,  alfo,  they  loft  many 
men  at  the  paffage  over  a  river  that  was  overflown  : 
here  peri/hed,  Hkewife,  fome  ^women  and  children, 
and  many  mules  laden  with  plate  and  goods,  which 
they  had  taken  from  the  fugitive  inhabitants  ;  fo 
that  things  were  in   a  very  bad  condition  with  cap- 
tain Morgan,  and  his  men  much  harraffed,  as  may, 
be    inferred  from  this  relation ;  whereby,    if  the 
Spaniards,  in  that  jun^ure,  had  bad  but  fifty  men 
well  armed,  xhey  might  have  entirely  deftroyed  the 
pirates.    But  the  fears  the  Spaniards  had  at  firft 
conceived  were  fo  great,  that  the  \H\^%  ftirring  on 
the  trees  they  often  fancied  to  be  pirates.     Finally, 
captain  Morgan  and  his  people,  having  upon  this 
march  fometimes  waded   up  to  their  middles   ia 
water   for  half,  or  whole  miles  together,  they  at 
laft  efcaped,  for  the  greateft  part ;  but  the  women     ' 
and  children  for  the  major  part  died. 

Thus  twelve  days  after  they  fet  forth  to  feek  the 
governor,  they  returned  to  Gibraltar  with  many  pri- 
foaers :  two  ddys  after  arrived  alfo  the  two  fettees 
that  went  to  the  river,  bringing  with  them  four 
boats,  and  fonip  prifoners  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of 
the  melchandize  in  the  faid  boats  they  found  not, 
the  Spaniards  having  unladed  and  fccured  it,  having 
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ifltelDgencc  of  their  coming ;  who  dcfigncd  alfo, 
whcQ  the  merchandize  was  taken  out,  to  burn  the 
boats :  yet  the  Spaniards  made  not  fo  much  hafte 
to  ca!ade  ihefe  vcfTels,  but  that  they  left  in  the 
flu'p  and  boau  great  parcels  of  good»,  which 
the  pirates  feized,  and  brought  a  confiderable  booty 
lo  Gibraltar.  Thus,  after  they  had  been  in  pofTef- 
Con  of  the  place  five  entire  weeks,  and  com- 
mitted an  infinite  number  of  murders,  robberies, 
rapes,  and  fuch  fike  infolencies,  they  concluded  to 
depart ;  but  firft  they  ordered  fomc  prifoners  to  go 
forrh  into  the  woods  and  fields,  and  colleft  a  ranfom 
for  the  town  ;  otherwife  they  would  certainly  bum 
it  down  to  the  ground.  Thefe  poor  afflifted  men 
vent  as  they  were  fent,  and  having  fearcbed  the 
adjoining  fields  and  woods,  returned  to  captain 
Morgan,  telling  him,  they  had  fcarce  been  able  to 
find  any  body,  but  that  to  fuch  as  they  had  found, 
they  had  propofed  his  demands;  to  which  they 
had  anfwered,  that  the  governor  had  prohibited 
ibem  to  give  any  ranfom  for  the  town,  *buc  they 
befeechcd  him  to  have  a  little  patience,  and  among 
ihemfelves  they  would  collcft  50Q0  pieces  of  eight ; 
and  for  the  reft,  they  would  give  fome  of  their  own 
townfmen  as  hoftages,  whom  he  ^might  carry  to 
"Maracaibo,  till  he  had  received  full  fatisfuftion. 

Captain  Morgan  having  now  been  long  abfent 
from  Maraoribo,  and  knowing  the  Spaniards  had 
had  fufficient  time  to  fortify  themfelves,  and  hinder 
hb  departure,  out  of  the  lake,  granted  their  pro- 
pofition,  and  made  as  much  hafte  as  he  could  for 
his  departure :  he  gave  liberty  to  all  the  prifoners, 
firft  putting  every  one  to  a  ranfom  ;  yet  he  detained 
the  flaves.  They  delivered  him  four  perfons  agreed 
on  for  hoftages  of  what  money  more  he  was  to  re- 
ceive, and  they  dcfired  to  have  the  flave  mentioned 
above,  intending  to  punifti  him  according  to  his 
G  2   •  dcfcrts; 
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deferts;  butcaptainMorgan  would  not  deliver  hinji, 
left  they  fhouid  burn  him  alive.  At  laft,  tlury 
weighed  anchor,  and  fct  fail  in  all  hafte  for  Mara- 
caibo :  here  they  arrived  in  four  days,  and  found 
all  things  as  they  had  left  thchi ;  yet  here  they  re- 
ceived news  from  a  poor  diftrefled  old  man,  whom 
alone  they  found  fickin  the  town,  that  three  Spanilh 
men  of  war  were  arrived  at  the  entry  of  the  lake^ 
*  waiting  the  return  of  the  pirates :  moreover,  that 
the  caftle  at  the  entry  thereof  was  again^put  iato 
a  good  pofture  of  defence,  well  provided  with  guas 
0nd  men,  ^nd  all  forts  of  amnxunition. 

This  relation  could  not  choofe  but.difturb  the 
j[nind  of  captain  Morgan,   who  now   was  carefyl 
how   to  get  away   through  the  narrow  entry  erf 
the  lake :  hereupon,  he  (ent  his  fwifteft  boat  to 
view  the  entry,  and  fee  if  things  were  as  they  bad 
been  related.     Next  day  the  boat  came  back,  con- 
firming what  was   faid ;    a  (Turing  him,    they  had 
/  viewed  the  ihips  fb  nigh,  that  they  had   been  in 
great  danger  of  their  (hot :  hereunto  they  added, 
Ithat  the  biggeft  fhip  was   mounted  with  40  guns, 
the  fecond   with  30,  and   the   fmalleft   wjth   24,- 
Thefe  forces  being  much  beyond  thofe  of  captain 
Morgan,  caufed  a   general  confternation  in  the  pi- 
rates, whofe  biggeft  v^fTel  had  not  above  14  fmajl 
guns :    every  one  jpdged  captain  Morgan   to   dc- 
fpond,  and  to  be  hopelefs,  confidering  the  difficulty 
of  paffing  ftife  with  his  little  fleet  amidft  thofe  great 
fhips  and  the  fort,  or  he  muft   perifh.     How  to 
cfcape  any  other  way,  by  fea  or  land,  they  faw  no 
way.     Under  thefe  neceffities,  captain  Morgan  .re- 
fnmed  new  courage,  and  refolving  to  fhew  himfflf 
ftill  undaunted,  he  boldly  fent  a  Spaniard  to  the  ad- 
miral of  thofe  three  (hips,  demanding  of  him  a  coa- 
Cderable  ranfom  for  not  putting  the  city  of  Mara- 
c:aibp  Xs>  thp  flames.    This  m^o  (who  was  receivc4 
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by  the  Spaniards  with  great  admiratioa  of  the 
boldoefs  of  ihofe  pirates,  returned  two  days  after, 
bringing  to  captain  Morgan  a  letter  from  the  faid 
admiral^  as  follows : 

7J^  fetter  of  don  jllonfo  detCatnf^o  y  EJ^lnofa^  ad- 
miral  of  the  Spanijh  fleet,  to  captain  Morgan^ 
commander  of  the  pirates. 

•  T  TAVING  nnderftood  by  all  our  friends  and 

•  JTX  neighbours,  the  unexpected  news,  that  you 

•  have  dared  to  attempt  and  commit  hoAillties  in 

•  the  countries,  cities,  towns,  and  villages  belong- 
'  ing  to  the  doniimons  of  his  catholick  majefly,  my 

•  forereign  lord  and  nsaAer  >  I  let  you  underftaud  by 

•  thefc  lines,  that  I  am  come  to  this  place,  accord- 

•  ing  to  my  obligation,  near  th^t  caftlc  which  yon 

•  look  out  of  the  hands  of  a  parcel  of  cowanls ; 

•  where  I*  hare  put  things  in  a  very  good  pofture  of 

•  defence,  and  mounted  again  the  artillery  whioli 

•  you  had  naiied  and  dtfmounted.     My  intent  is,  to 

•  difpate  with  you  your  pai&ge  out  of  the  lake, 

•  and  follow  and  purfue  you  every  where,  to  the 
'  end  you  may  fee  the   performance  of  my  duty. 

•  Nbtwithftanding.  if  you  be  contented  to  furren- 

•  der  with    humility  all  that   you  have  taken,  to- 

•  gcthcr  with  the  Haves  and  all  other  prifoncrs,  I  wi!i 

•  let  you  freely  pafs,  without  trouble  or  molcAa- 

•  tion  ;  on  condition  that  you  retire  home  prefently 

•  to  your  own  country.     But  if  you  make  any  re- 

•  fiAance  or  oppofition  to  what  I  offer  you,  1  af- 

•  fiire  you,  I  will  command  boats  to  come  from 

•  Caraccas,  wherein  I   will  put   my   troops,  and, 

•  coming  to  Maracaibo,  will  put  you  and  every  one 

•  to  the  fword.     This  is  my  laft  and  abfolute  relo- 

•  lution.  Be  prudent,  therefore,  and  do  not  abufe 
'  my  bounty  with  iograiiiude*   1  have  with  me  very 

G  3  •  good 
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*  good  foldiers,  who  dcfiie nothing  more  ardently 
'  than  to  revenge  on  you,  and  your  people,  all  the 

*  cruellies  and  bafe  infamous  aftions  you  have  com- 
'  mitted  upon    the    Spaniih  nation    in   America. 

*  Dated  on  boar4  the  royal  ihip  named  flie  Mag- 

*  diilen,  lying  at  anchor*  at  the  entry  of  the  lake 

*  of  Maracaibo,  this  24th  of  April,  1669, 

*  Don  Alonfo  del  Campo  y  Efpinofa.* 

As  foon  as  captain  Morgan  received  this  letter,  he 
called  all  his  men  together  in  the  market-place  of 
Maracaibo,  and  after  reading  the  contents  thereof, 
both  in  French  and  Englifll,  aiked  their  advice  and 
rcfoluiion  on  the  whole  matter,  and  whether  they 
hud  rather  furrender  all  they  had  got,  ta  obtain 
their  liberty,  than  flght  for  it  J 

They  anfwered  all  unaniraoudy,  they  had  rather 
fight  to  the  laft  drop  of  blood,  than  furrender  fo 
cafily  the  booty  they  had  got  with  fo  much  danger 
of  their  lives,  ^mong  the  reft,  one  feid  to  captain 
Morgan,  *Take  you  c^re  for  the  reft,  and  I  will  un- 

*  dcrtake  to  deftroy  the  biggeft  of  thofe  Ihips  with 

*  only  twelve  men :  the  manner  fliall  be,  by  making 

*  a  briilot,  or  fire  fliip,  of  that  veflcl  we  took  ia 

*  the  river  of  Gibraltar,  whichi  to  the  irttent  fhe 
*'may  not  be  known  for  a  fire-fhip,  we  will  fill  her 

*  decks  with  logs  of  WQod,  ftanding  with  hats  and 

*  montera-caps,  to  deceive  their  fight  with  the  re- 

*  prefeniation  of  men.     The  fame  we  will  do  at 

*  the  port-holes  that  fcrve  for  the  guns,  which' (hall 

*  be  filled  with  counterfeit  cannon.     At  the  ftern 

*  we  will  hang  out  EogliOi  colours,  and  perfuade 

*  the  enemy  flie  is  one  of  our  beft  men  of  war 

*  going  to  fight  them.'  This  propofition  was  ad- 
mitted  and  approved  by  every  one  5  howbcit,  their 
fears  wcrq  not  qmtc  difpcrfcd.. 

For, 
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For,  notwithfianding  what  had  been  concludeJ 
there,  they  endcavoorcd  the  next  day  ro  come  to  ai> 
accommodation  with  don  Alo»fo.  To  this  effevfl-, 
captain  Morgan  fcnt  to  him  two  pcrfons,  with  ihtle 
propoficions  :  firft,  *  That  he  would  quit  Manicpitx^ 

*  wiihoat  doing  any  damaf^e  to  the  to.;  n,  or  c\- 

*  atfling  any  ranfom  for  the  Hring  thereof.  Second]}', 
^   That  hcv;ould  fee  at  liberty  one  half  of  the  flavts, 

*  and  all  the  prifoners,  without  ranfom.     Thirdly, 

*  That  he  would  fend  home  freely  the  four  chief 

*  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar,  which    he  Ind    in   hl.<? 

*  coftody  as  bofiagea   for   tlie   contribiuions  tht.'e 

*  people  had  proaaifed  to  pay.'  Thefc  propofitiiXii^ 
were  inftamly  rcjetfted  by  don  Alonfo  as  difliononr- 
aWe  ;  neither  would  he  hear  of  any  ^her  accom- 
modation, but  fcDt  back  this  meflage  :**  That  if  they 

*  furrendbred   not*  themfeWes  voluntarily  into  hi» 

*  hands,    within   two  days,  under   the  conditiona^ 

*  which  he  had  ofitrcd  them  by  his  letter,  he  would 

*  immediately  come  and  force  them  to  do  it.' 

No  iboner  had  captain  Morgan  received  thia 
meflage  from  don  Alonfo,  than  he  put  all  thinga 
in  order  to  fight,  refolvrng  to  get  out  of  the  lake 
by  main  force,  without  furrcndering  any  thing. 
Firft,  he  commanded  all  the  flaves  and  prifoners  to 
be  tied,  and  guarded  very  -well,  and  gathered  all 
the  pitch,  tar,  and  brimftone  they  could  find  in  thr 
vhole  town,  for  the  firc-(hip  above-mentioned ; 
then  they  made  fcvcral  inventions  of  powder  and 
brimftone  with  palm-leaves,  well  anointed  with  tar.^ 
They  covered  very  Well  their  counterfeit  cannon, 
laying  under  every  piece  many  pounds  of  powder  ? 
be/ides,  they  cut  down  many  ont-works  of  the  ftiip, 
that  the  powder  might  exert  its  flrength  the  better  \ 
breaking  open,  alfo,  new  port-holes,  where^  inftead 
of  gnns^  they  placed  little  drums  ufed  by  the  Ne- 
groes.- FinaUy,  the  decks  were  handfbmely  befer 
G  4  with* 
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ivith  many  pieces  of  wood,  drefled  up  like  mes 
with  hats,  or  monicra's,  and  armed  with  fwords^ 
xnuflcets,  and  bandeleers. 

The  fire-fliip  being  thus  fitted,  they  prepared  to 
go  to  the  entry  of  the  port.  All  the  prifoucrs 
were  put  into  one  great  boat,  and  in  another  of  the 
biggeft  they  placed  all  the  women,  plate,  jewels,  and  - 
other  rich  things ;  into  others  they  put  the  bales  oF 
goods  and  merchandize,  and  other  things  of  bulk : 
each  of  thefe  boats  had  twelve  men  aboard,  veiy 
well  armed ;  the  brulot  had  orders  to  go  befcH-e  the 
reft  of  the  yeflels,  and  prefently  to  fall  foul  with 
the  great  fbip.  All  things  being  r^ady,  captain 
Morgan  exacted  an  oath  of  all  his  comrades,  pro? 
tefting  to  defend  themfelves  to  the  laft  drop  of  blood, 
without  demanding  quarter ;  promifing  withal,  that 
whpfoever  behaved  himfelf  thus,  fbould  be  very  well 
rewarded.  .  . 

With  this  courageous  refolutioa,  they  fet  fail  to 
fcek  the  Spaniards.  On  April  30,  1669,  they  found 
the  Spaniih  fleet  riding  at  anchor  in  the  middle  of 
'  the  entry  of  the  lake.  •  Captain  Morgao,  it  being 
now  late^  and  almoft  dark,  commanded  all  his  vef- 
fcls  to  an  anchor,  dedgning  to  fight,  even  all  night, 
if  they  forced  him  to  it»  He  ordered  a  careful 
watch  to  be"  kept  abo^cd  every  veflel  till  mornings 
they  being  almoft  within  (hot,  as  well  as  within  fight 
of  the  enemy.  The  day  dawning,  they  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  again,  fleering  direftly  towards 
the  Spaniards  ;  who  feeing  them  move,  did  inflanily 
the  fame.  The  fire- (hip  failing  before  the  refl,  fell 
prefently  upon  the  great  (hip,  and  grappled  her; 
which  the  Spaniards  (too  late)  perceiving  to  be  a  fire- 
Jfhip,  they  attempted  to  put  her  off,  but  in  vain  ; 
for  the  flame  fei^ng  her  timber  and  tackling,  foon 
confumed  all  the  ftern,  the  forepart  finking  into  ih^ 
fea^  where  (he  peri(hed.     The  fecond  SpaniCi  fhip 

"    perceiving 
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perceiving  the  admiral  to  burn,  not  by  accident,  but 
by  ioduHry  of  the  enemy,  cfcapcd  towards  the 
caflle,  where  the  Spaniards  \hemfelvcs  funk  her, 
chtxifing  to  lofe  their  fliip,  rather  than  to  fal^  into 
the  hands  of  ihofe  pirates.  The  third  having  no 
op  port  unity  to  cfcapc,  was  taken  by  the  pirates. 
1  be  feamen  that  funk  the  fecond  (hip  near  the 
caftle,  perceiving  the  pirates  come  towards  them  to 
take  what  remains  they  could  find  of  their  (hipwreck, 
(foKoaie  part  was  yet  above  water)  fet  fire  alfo  to  thi« 
velTcl,  that  the  pirates  might  enjoy  nothing  of  that 
fpoil.  The  firft  (hip  bcin^  fet  on  fire,  fome  of  the 
perfons  in  her  fwam  towards  the  fliore  ;  thefe  the 
pirates  would  have  taken  up  in  their  boatd,  but  they 
u  ould  not  afk  or  take  quarter,  choofing  rather  to  lofe 
their  lives  than  receive  them  irom  their  hands,  for 
rca'ans  which  I  fliall  relate. 

The  pirates  be'rng  extrearoly  glad  at  this  fignal 
vi^^lory  fo  fcon  obtained,  and  with  fo  great  an  in- 
equality of '  forces,  conceived  greater  pride  than 
they  had  before,  and  all  prefently  ran  <aihore^  in- 
tending to  take  the  caftle.  Thii  they  found  m'cU 
provided  wiih  men,  canons,  and  ammunition,  they 
having  no  other  arms  than  mufkets,  and  a  few  hand- 
gran.idocs  :  their  own  artillery  they  thought  incnp-. 
able,  for  its  fmallnefs,  of  making  any  confrderable 
iMeach  in  the  walls.  Thus  they  fpent  the  reft  of 
the  day,  firingat  the  gar rifon  with  their  mufkets, 
till  the  du&  oF  the  evening  ;  when-  they  attempted 
to  advance  nearer  the  wails,  to  thiow  in  their  fire- 
balls ;  but  the  Spaniards  rcfolving  to  fell  their  lives. 
as  dear  as  they  could,  fired  fo  furionfly  at  them,, 
that  ihey  having  experienced  the  obAinacy  of  the 
enemy,  and  feeing  thirty  of  their  men  dead,  and, 
a:i  many  more  wounded,  they  retired  to  ^heir  fhips 

TLe  Spaniards  believing  the  pirates  would  ntxt 

day  renew  the  uttack  with  their  own -cannon,  ]a- 

C  5  bourcj 
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boured  hard  all  night  to  put  things  in  order  for  their 
coming  J  particularly,  they  dug  down,  and  made 
plain,  Tome  little  hills  and  eminences,  whence  poffiUy 
the  caflle  might  be  offended. 

But  captain  Morgan  intended  not  to  come  again, 
bufying  himfclf  next  day  in  taking  prifoners  Tome 
of  the  men  who  ftill  fwam  alive,  hoping  to  get  part 
of  the  riches  loft  in  the  two  (hips  that  perifhed. 
Among  the  reft,  he  took  a  pilot,  who  was  a  ftranger, 
aud  who  belonged  to  the  lefler  ftiip  of  the  two,  'of 
whom  he  enquired  feveral  things ;  as,  what  num- 
bd"  of  people  ihofe  three  ftiips  had  in  them  ?  whe- 
ther they  expefted  any  more  (hips  to  come  ?  From 
what  port  they  fet  forth  laft,  when  they  came  to 
fcek  them  out  ?  He  anfwered,  in  Spauifh,  •  Noble 

*  Sir,  be  pleafed  to  pardon  and  fpare  me,  that 

*  no  evil  be  done  to  me,  being  a  ftranger  to  this 

*  nation  I  have  ferved,'and  I  (hall  fincerely  inform 
•*  you  of  all  that  pafTed  till  our  arrival  at  this  lake. 

*  We  were  fent,  by  orders  from  the  fupream  coun- 

*  cil  of  ftate  in  Spain,  being  fix  men  of  war,  well 

*  equipped,  into  thefe  feas,   with  inftruftions  to 

*  cruize  upon  the  Englilh  pirates,  and  root  theoi 
^  out  from  thefe  parts,  by  deftroying  as  many  of 

*  theni  as  we  could. 

*  Thefe  orders  were  given,  upon  the  news  brought 

*  to  the  court  of  Spain  of  the  lofs.  and  ruin  of 

*  Puerto  BcIIo,  and   other   places :   of  all  which 

*  damages   and  hoftilities  committed   here  by  the 

*  Englifti,  difmal  lamentations  have  ofien  been  made 

*  to  th6  catholick  king  and  council,  to  whom  bc- 

*  longs  the  care  and  prefervation  of  this  new  world, 

*  And  though  the  Spam(h  court  hath  many  times 
*  •  by  their  ambaffadors  complained  hereof  to  the  king 

*  of  Englafld ;  yet  it  has  been  the  conftant  atffwer 

*  of  his  majcfty  of  Great  Britain,  that  he  never  gave 

*  any  letters  patents,  nor  commiflions,  for  afting 

*  any 
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any  hoftility  again  ft  thcfabjcftsof  theking  of  Spam. 
Hereupon  thecaiholick  king  refolved  to  revenge  hiS' 
fubjtcls,  and  punifh  ihefc  proceedings ;  commanded 
fix  men  of  war  to  be  Equipped,  which  he  fent  under 
the  command  of  don  Aogufline  de  Buftos,  admiral 
of  the  faid  f|e«t.  He  commanded  the  biggeft  (hip, 
named  N.  S.  de  la  Solcda,  of  48  great  guns,  and' 
8  fmall  ones.  The  vice  admiral  was  don  Alonfo  del 
Campo  y  Efpioofa,  who  commanded  the  fecond  (hi|> 
called  la  Conception,  of  44  great  guns  and  8  fmall 
ones  ;  bedded  4  veflfels  more,  whereof  the  firll 
was  named  the  Magdalen,  of  36  greai  gims,  and 
12  fmall  ones,  with  256  men.  The  fecond  waa 
called  St.  Lewis  with  26  great  guns  12  fmall  ones, 
and  200  men.  The  third  was  called  la  Mapquefa,  of 
16  great  guns  and  8  fmall  ones,  and  150  men. 
The  fourth  and  laft,  J4.  S»  del  Carmen,  with  8i 
great  guns,  8  fmall  ones,  and  I50^men. 
•  Being  arrived  at  Carthagena,  (he  two  greateft 
(hips  received  orders  te  return  to  Spain,  being  judged 
too  big  for  cruizing  on^hefe  coafts.  With  the  foup 
(hi j3ft  remaining,  dop  Alonfo  del  Gampo  yEfpinofoi 
departed  towards  Campechy  to  feek  the  Englifli : 
we  arrived  at  the  port  there,  where,  being  fur- 
prized  by  a  Huge  ftornj  from  the  north,  we  loll  ona 
oh  our  (hips,  being  that  which  I  named  laft.  Henco 
we  failed  for  Hifpaniola,  in  (ight  of  which  we  camo 
in  a  few  days,  and  fteered  for  Santo  Domingo  : 
here  we  heard  that  th^re  had'  pafTed  that  way  a^ 
fleet  frpm  Jamaica,  and  that  fome  m  -j  thereof  had 
'  landed  at  Alta  Gracia  ;  the  inhabitants  had  takeiv 
'  one  prifoner,  wha  confelTed  their  defjgn  was  tO' 
'  go  and  pillage  the  city  of  Ciiraccas.  On  this  news^ 
^  don  Alonfo  inftantly  weighed  anchor,  and  crofTio^ 

*  over  to  the  continent,  we  came  in  fight^of  the  Oa-^ 
^  raccas :  here  we  found  them  not,  but  met  with  a? 
^  boar,  which  certified  us  they  were  in  the  lake  op 
'■  Maracaibo,  and  thatth&fleetcoalUledof  fevenfmoll^ 

*  (hips,  and  one  boat. 

G  &  ^  Upoa 
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*  Upon  this  we  came  here,  and  arriving  at  the  entry 

*  of  the  lake,  we  fhot  ofFagun  for  a  priot  from  th^ 

*  (hore.  Thofe  on  land  perceiving  we  were  Spaniards 

*  came  willingly  to  us  with  a  pilot,  and  told  us  the 
«  Englifh  had  taken  Maracabio,  and  that  they  were 

*  now  at  the  pillage  of  Gibraltar.     Don  Alonfo,  on 

*  this  news,  n\ade  a  handfome  fpecch  to  his  foldiers 

*  and  mariners,  encouraging  them  to  their  duty,  and 

*  promifingtodivideamongthemall  thcjy  (hould  take 

*  fromthcEnglifli :  he  ordered  thegunswehad  takeiv 

*  out  of  the  (hip  that  was  loft,  to  be  put  into  tb€ 
<  caftle,  and  mounted  for  its  defence,  two  eighteen 

*  pounders  moie  out  of  his  own  (hip.     The  pilots- 

*  condufted  us  into  the  port,  and  don  Alonfo  com- 
\  manded  the  people  on  Ihore  to  come  before  him, 

*  whom  he  ordered  to  repofllfs  the  Caflic,  and  re- 

*  inforce  it  with  loo  men  more  than  it  had  before 

*  its  being  takai.  Soon  after,  we  beard  of  your  re- 

*  turn  from  Gibralrar  to  Majacaibo,  whrthcr  don 

*  Alonfo  wrote  you  a  letter,  giving  yoa  an  account 

*  of  his  arrival  and  defign,  and  exhorting  yon  to  re- 

*  ftore  what  you  had  taken.     This  you  refufing,  he 

*  renewed  his  promifes  to  his  foldiers  and  fearaen  ;. 

*  and  having  given  a  very  good  fupuer  to  all  bis 

*  people,  he  ordered  them  not  to  take  or  give  any 
^  quarter;    which,  was    the  oceafion   of  fo  many 

*  being  drowped,   who  dared  not  to  crave  quarter^ 

*  knowing  themfelves  muft  give  none.  Two  days 

*  before  you  can)e  agatnft  4is,  a  negro  came  aboard 

*  don  Alonfo^  fhip,  Killing  him.  Sir,  be  pleafied  ta 

*  iiave  great  care  of  yourfelf,  tor  iheEnglifii  have 

*  prepared  a  fire-ftiip,  with  defign  to  burn  your  fleet. 

*  But  don  Alonfo  not  believing  thite,  anfwered,  how 
«  can  that  be  ?  Have  they,  pcradventure,  wit  enought 

*  to  build  A  fire-fliip  ?   Or  what  inftruments  have 

*  they  to  do  it  wiihal  V 

This. pilot  havir%  related  fo diftinf^ly  riiefe  things 
to  captain  Morgan  was  vtiy  well  ufed  by  him,  and^ " 

afiei; 
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after  fome  kind  proffers  made  ro  him,  remained  in  his 
fervice.  He  told  captain  Morgan,  that  in  the  (l>ip  which 
was  funk  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  plate,  to  the 
value  of  40,000  pieces  of  eight ;  which  occafioned 
the  Spatiiards  ro be  often  feen  mi  boats  about  it.  Here- 
Bpon  captain  Morgan  ordered  oTie  of  his  rtiips  to 
remain  there,  to  fiod  ways  of  g<:tting  out  of  it  what 
plate  they  coitld;  mean  while  himfelf,  with  all  hi* 
fleet,  returned  to  Maracaibo*  where  he  rcrtrtcd  the 
great  (bip  he  had  taken,  and  chofe  it  for  bimfclf, 
giving  his  own  bottom  to  one  of  his  captains. 

Then  he  fent  again  a  mefll'Dger  to  the  admiral^ 
who  was  efcaped  alhore,  and  got  into  tiie  caflle, 
demanding  of  ,him'  a  ranfom  of  fire  for  Maracaibo; 
which  being  denied,  he  threatened  entirely  to  on- 
fome  and  deftroy  ft.  The  Spaniards  coniidcring 
the  ill  lack  they  had  all  along  with  tbofe  pirates,  and 
not  knowing  how  to  get  rid  of  them,  concluded  to- 
pay  the  feid  ranfom,  though  doa  AJoofo  would  not 
confent. 

Hereupon  they  fent  to  cap tai a  Morgan,  to  know 
what  fum  he  demanded.  He  anfwered,  that  on  pay- 
ment of  30,000  pieces  of  eight,  and  500  beeves,  he 
would  releafe  tbe  pcifoners,  and  do  no  damage  to  the 
town.  '  At  laft  they  agreed  on  20^000  pieces  of  eight,, 
and  5000  beeves  to  vi6taal  his  fleet.  The  cattle  we  e 
brought  the  next  day,  with  one  part  of  the  money  ;  and 
while  the  pirates  were  bulled  in  fating  the  flcdi,  tliey 
made  up  the  whole  20,000  pieces  of  eight,  as  was 
;^reed. 

Bat  cnptain  Morgan  would  not  prefently  deliver 
the  prifoners,  «»  he  had  ppomifcd,  fearing  the  (hot 
of  the  caftle  at  his  going  forth  out  of  the  lake.  Here- 
upofi-he  told  them  he  intended  not  to  deliver  them- 
till  he  was  out  of  that  danger,  hoping  thus  to  obtaia 
a  free  paflTage.  Then  he  fet  fail  with  his  fleet  in 
queft  of  the  (hip  he  had  left  to  feek  for  tbe  plate; 
ot  the  veflcl  ch»\t  was  burnt.    He  found  her  on  the 

place. 
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place,  with  15,000  pieces  pf  eight  got  out  of  the 
vyorks,  befide  many  pieces  of  plate,  as  hilts  o\  fw or ds,. 
and  ihe  like  ;  alfo  a  gre^it  quantity  of  pieces  of  c'ghc 
meltec}  and  run  together  by  the  force  of  the  fiie. 
.  Captain  Morgan  fcarce  tiiought  hiuifelf  fccure,  nor 
could  he  contrive  how  toavpid  the  (hotof  thecaftle  v 
hereupon  he  wilhcd  the  pifpners  to  agree  with  the 
governor  to  permit  a  fafe  pafiTiige  to  his  fleet,   which 
if  he  fhonld  n.ot  allow,  he  would  certainly  hang  thcra 
all  up  iu  his  (hips.     Upon  ^his  the  prifoners   mer, 
and  appointed  fonae  of  their  fellow  melTengers  tp  go- 
tp  the  faid  governor  don  Alonfo :  ihcfe  went  to  him, 
befeeching  and  fupplicating  him  to  have  compaflioa 
on  thofe  afflifted  prifonerS,  who  were,    with  their 
wives  and  children,  in  the  hands  of  captain  Morgan, 
and  that  to  this  efFeft  he  would  be  pleafcd  to  give  his^ 
word  to  let  the  fleet  of  pirates  freely  pafs,  this  being 
the  only  way  to  fave  both  the  lives  of  them  that  came 
\yith  this  petitioi),   as  alfo  of  thofe  who  remained  iiv 
captivity ;  all  being  equally  menaced  with  the  fword 
and  gallows,  if  he  granted  them  Qot  this  humble  re- 
queft.  But  don  Alonfo  gave  them  for  anfwer  a  Aiarp 
reprehenfion  of ^heir  cowardice,  telling  them,  *  If  you 
<  had  been  as  loyal  to  your  king  In   hindering  the 
•.  entry  of  thefe  piratea,  as  I  fliall  do  their  going  out, 
f  you  had  never  caufed  thefe  troubles  neither  to  your- 

*  felves,  nor  to  our  whde  nation,  which  hath  fuf- 

*  fered  fo  much  through  your  pufillanimity.  Jn  a. 
•,  word,  1  ftiall  never  grant  your  requeft,  but  (hall  en- 
'  deavour  to  maintain  that  refpeA  which  is  due  to  my 

*  king,  according  to  my  duty.' 

Thus  the  Spaniards  returned  with  mvch  conftemaA 
tk)n,JVild  hopes  of  obtaining  their  requeft,  telling  caj>- 
tAin  Morgan  what  anfwer  they  had  received  :  his  re- 
ply was,  if  don  Alonfo  will  not  let  me  pafs,  X  will 
find  means  how  todow  itvwithgut  him.  Hereupon  he 
j^refcntly  made  a  dividend  of  all  they  had  taken^ 

fcaring 
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feeing  he  might  not  have  an  opportunity  to  Aa^  it 
in  another  place,  if  any  tcmpeft  (houjd  rife  and  fe- 
parate  the  fhips,  as  alfo  being  jealous  that  any  of  the 
commanders  might  run  away  with  the  bed  part  of 
thefpoU,  which  then  lay  much  more  in  one  veflcl  than 
aaother.  Thus  they  all  brought  in  according  to  their 
laws,  and  declared  what  they  had,  firil  miking  oath 
not  to  conceal  the  leaft  things  The  account  being 
caft  np^  they  found  to  the' value  of  25,000  pieces 
of  eight  in  money  and  jewels,  befides  the  huge 
quantity  of  merchandife  and  flaves;  all  which  pur- 
chafe  was  divided  to  every  (hip  or  boat,  according  to 
their  (hare. 

The  dividend  being  made,  the  queftion  ftill  re- 
mained how  they  (hould  pafs'the  caftle,  and  get  out 
of  the  lake :  to  this  efFcft  they  made  ufe  of  a  ftrata- 
gem,  as  follows ;  the  day  before  the  night  wherein 
they  determined  to  get  forth,  they  embarked  many 
of  their  men  in  canoes,  and  rowed  towards  the  (hore, 
as  if  they  defigned  to  land  ;  here  they  hid-themfelves-^ 
under  branches  of  trees  that  hang  over  the  coaft  a- 
whlle,  hying  themfekes  down  in  the  boats ;  theo  the 
canoes  returned  to  the  (hips,  with  the  appearance  of 
only  two  or  three  men  rowing  them  back,  the  reft 
being  unfeen  at  the  bottom  of  the  canoes;  thus 
much  only  could  be  perceived  from  the  caftje ;  and 
this  falfc  landing  of  men,  for  fo  we  may  call  it,  was 
repeated  that  day  fcveral  times:  this  made  the 
Spaniards  think  the  pirates- intended  at  night  to  force 
the  caftle  by  fcaltog  it.  This  fear  cauled  them  to- 
pl^ce  mofl  of  their  great  guns  on  the  land  iide,  to- 
gether with  their  main  force,  leaving  the  frde  to- 
wards th«  fea  almoft  deftituteof  defence. 

Night  being  come,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  by 
ra>on-light,  without  fettmg  fail,  committed  them- 
felves  to  the  ebbing  tide,  which  gentl/  brought  them 
doiira  the  river,,  till  they  were  near  tbecaftle  j  being  al- 
moft 
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mod  over  ngainfl  it,  they  fprtrad  thtir  fails  wib  aTl 
poflihle  haOe.  'J'hc  Spaniards  perceiving  this,  traii- 
fported  Nvith  all  fpeed  their  guns  from  the  other  fiJe, 
and  began  to  fire  very  furioufly  at  them ;  but  thefe 
having  a  very  favourable  wind,  wc»e  almoft  paft 
danger  before  ihofe  of  the  calHe  could  hurt  them  ; 
fo""that  they  loft  few  of  their  men,  and  received 
no  confiderable  damage  in  their  (hips.  Being  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  guns,  captain  Morgan  fcnr  a  ca- 
noe to  the  caftle  wiih  fome  of  *the  piifoners,  and  the 
governor  thereof  gave  them  a  boat  lo  return  to 
their  own  homes;  but  hedciairjed  the  hollages  from 
Gibi  altar,  becaufe  the  reft  of  theraufom  for  Lot  fir- 
ing the  place  was  yet  unpaid.  Juft  as  be  depart ed^ 
captain  Morgan  ordered  feven  great  guns  wiih  buU 
lets  to  be  fiicd  agninfl  the  caftic,  as  it  were  to  take 
his  leave  of  them,  butihey  anfwered  not  fo  much  as- 
"withamufketfhot. 

Next  day  after  they  were  furprt^ied  with  a  great 
fempeft,  which  forced  them  to  CHft  anchor  in  five  or 
frx  fathom  water;  b^K  the  ftorm  incrcafing,  com- 
pelled them  to  ue'.gh  again,  and  put  to  fea,  whe»*c 
they  were  in  great  danger  of  being  loft ;  for  if  they 
(hould  havt  been  caft  on  Ihore,  either  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards  or  Indians,  they  would  certainly 
have  obtained  no  mercy ;  at  laftthetempcfl  being  fpeat 
the  wind  ceafed,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  whole 
fleet. 

While  captain  Morgan  made  hb  fortouc  by  thefe ^ 
piHagiDgs,  hij;  companions,  who  were  feparatcd  hom 
his  fleet  at  the  c'apcdeLobos,  to  take  the  ftiip  fpokca 
of  before,  endured  much  mifcry,  and  were  unfor* 
tunate  in  all  their  attempts.  Being  arrived  at  Savona^ 
they  found  not_  captain  Morgan  there,  nor  any  of 
their  companion^,  nor  had  they  the  fortune  to  find 
ft  letter  which  captain  Morgan  at  his  departure  left 
behind  bun  in  a  place  wheie  in  all  probability  Ihej?, 
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would  meet  -with  it.  Thus,  not  knowing  what 
courfe  to  Aeer,  they  concluded  to  pillage  fome  town 
or  other.  *Thcy  were  iu  all  about  400  men  divided 
into  four  (hips  aud  one  boat :  beiag  ready  tofet  forth^ 
rbeycouflitotedan  adu^iral  among  themfelves^  being 
one  who  had  behaved  himfelf  very  coiirageoufly  af 
the  taking  of  Puerto  Bello,  named  captain  Haniel : 
this  coaimaader  attempted  the  taking  of  the  town  of 
Comtnan.!,  on  the  continent  of  Caraccas,  nigh  60 
leagues  to  the  weft  ci  the  ifle  de  la  Trinidad.  Being 
arrived  there,  they  landed  their  men,  and  killed  fome 
few  Indians  near  the  coaft;  but  approaching  the 
town,  the  Spaniards  having  in  their  company  many 
Indians,  difputed  the  entry  (o  brifkly,  that  with 
great  lofs  and  confuHon  they  were  forced  to  retire 
to  the  fhips.  At  laft  they  arrived  at  Jamaica,  where 
the  reft  of  their  companions  who  came  with  captain 
Morgan,  mocked  and  jeered  them  for  their  ill  fucccis 
at  Comoiana,  often  telling  them,'  4et  us  fee  what  mo- 
*  ney  you  brought  fromCommana,  and  if  it  be  as  good 
^  Mver  as  that  which  we  bring  fixun  liLiracaibo. 

CHAP.     XV. 

Captain  Morgan  goes  to  Hifpamola  to  equip  anewfeer^ 
ivith  intent  to  pillage  again  on  the  coq,'i  of  the 
Wejl^lndies. 

/^Aptain  Morgan  perceived  now  that  fortune  fa« 
^  voured  him  by  giving  facocfs  to  all  his  enierprizcs> 
which  occafioned  him,  as  is  ufual  in  human  aifairs, 
to  afpire  to  greater  things,  trufting  (he  would  always 
be  conftant  to  him.  Such  was  the  burning  of  Panama, 
wherein  fortune  failed  not  to  aflift  him,  as  (he  had 
done  before,  though  (he  had  led  him  thereto  through 
a  thoufand  difficulties.  The  hiftory  hereof  I  /hall 
now  relate,  being  fo  remarkable  in  all  itscircumftances» 

as 
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as  pera<)7entare  nothing  more  defcrviogmcoiory  will 
be  read  by  future  ages. 

!  Captain  Morgan  arriving  at  Jamada,  found  many 
of  hi»>oiiK:ers  and  bldiers  reduced  to  their  former 
indigency  by  their  vices  and  debaucheries;  hence 
they  perpetually  importuned  him  for  new  exploit^^ 
thereby  to  get  fomcthing  to  expend  dill  in  wine  and 
fb-umpets,  as  they  bad  already  done  what  they  got 
before.    Captain  Morgan,  willing  to  follow  forinne's 
call,  flopped  the  mouth  of  many  inhabitants  of  Ja- 
maica, who  werccreditois  to  his  men  for  large  funis. 
With  the  hopes  and  promifes  of' greater  atchievements 
than  ever,  by  a  netv  expedition  :  this  done,  be  could 
eafily  levy  men  for  any  enterprtze,  his  name  being  fa 
famous  through  all  tbofe  iflands^  as  that  alone  would 
readily  bring  him  in  niorc  men  than  he  could  well 
employ.  He  undertook  therefore  to  equip  a  new  ficetp. 
fcff  which  he  afligned  the  fouth  fide  of  Tortuga  as  a 
place  of  rendezvous,-  writing  letters  to  all  the  expert 
pirates  there  inhabiting,  as  alfo  to  the  governor,  and 
to  the  planters  and  hunters  of  Hifpaniola,  infonmng 
them  of  his  intentions,  and  deiii  ing  their  appear- 
ance, if  they  intended  to  go  with  him.    Thcfe  peo- 
ple upon  this  notice  flocked  to  the  place  aiTigncd,  in 
hv^  numbers,  with  (hips,  canoes,  and  boats,  being  dc- 
firous  to  follow  him.  Many  who  had  not  the  conve- 
nience of  coming  by  fea,  traverfcd  the  woods  of  Hif- 
paniola,  and  with  no  fniall  difficulties  arrived  there' 
by  land.  .Thus  all  were  prefent  at  the  place  affigned^ 
and  ready  againil  Oftober  the  twenty  fourth,  1 670. 
. .  Captain  Morgan  was  not  waating  to  be  there  punc- 
tttaliy,  coming  in  his  (hip  to  Port  Conillon,  over- 
againtl  the  idand  de  la  Vaca,  the  place  afligned.  Ha- 
vitjg  gathered  the  greateft  part  of  his  fleet,  he  called 
a  council  to  deliberate  about  finding  prorifions  for 
fo  many  people.     Hene  they  concluded  to  fend  foitr 
ihipsaad  one  boat,  with  400  men,  to,  the  continent. 
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io  order  ro  rifle  fome  country  towns  and  villages  for 
sril  the  corn  or  maiz  ihey  could  gather.  They  fct 
fwl  for  the  continent  towards  the  riVcr  de  la  Hacha, 
defigning  to  aflault  the  village  called  la  Rancherla, 
irfually  beft  ftored  with  niaiz  of  all  the  parts  theie- 
aboois.  Mean  whife  captaio  Morgan  feat  another 
party  to  hunt  in  the  woods,  who  killed  a  great  num- 
ber of  beafts,  and  faltcd  them  ;  the  reft  remained  in 
the  ihlps,  to  clean,  frt,  and  rig  tbem,  that  at  the 
return  of  their  fellows  all  things  might  be  io  a 
rcaJincfe  to  weigh  anchor  and  follow  their  defigns. 

CHAP.   xvr. 

What  hap^ifwd  in  tkd  rivif  de  la  Hacha. 

'TpHESE  foor  ftilps  fetting  fail  from  Hifpaoioh, 
-  fleered  for  the  river  de  la  Hacha,  where  they 
were  fuddenly  overtaken  with  a  tedions  calm.  Being 
Within  Aght  of  land  becalmed  for  fome  days,  the 
Spaniards  hf habiting  along  the  coafls,  who  bad  per- 
ceived them  to  be  enemies,  had  fufficient  time  to 
prepare  ihemfelves,  at  leaft  to  hide  the  beft  of  their 
^oods,  that  without  any  care  of  preferving  them, 
they  might  be  ready  to  retire,  if  lliey  proved  unable 
to  rcfift  the  prates  ,  by  wbofe  frequent  attempts  on 
thofe  coafts  they  had  already  learned  what  to  do  in 
fach  cafes.  There  was  then  in  the  river  a  good  fhip, 
come  from  Carthageoa  to  lade  with  maiz,  and  now 
almoft  ready  to  depart :  the  men  of  ihrs  (hip  endea- 
vbured  to  efcape,  but  not  being  able  to  do  it,  both 
they  and  the  veflel  fell  into  their  hands.  This  was  a 
fn  purchafe  for  them,  being  good  part  of  what  they 
c^m^for.  Next  morning,  ^bout  break  of  day,  they 
came  with  their  (hips  afiiore,  and  landed  their  men, 
though  the  SpanialVds  made  good  reriflaoce  from  a 
battery  (hey  had  raifed  on  that  fide,  where,  of  ne- 
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ccffity,  they  were  to  land;  bat  they  were  forced  t& 
retire  to  a  village,  whither  the  pirates  followed  them  : 
here  the  Spaniards  rallying,  feU  upon  them m'ith  great 
fury,  and  maintained  a  ftrong  combat,  which  lallecf 
till  night ;  but  then  perceiving  they  had  loft  a  great 
number  of  men,  which  was  no  lefs  on  the  pirates  . 
fide,  they  retired  to  fecret  places  in  the  woods* 

.  Next  day  the  pirates  feeing  them  ail  fled,  and  the 
town  left  empty  of  people,  they  purfued  them  as  far 
a$  they  could,  and  overtook  a  party  of  Spaniards,  whom 
they  made  piifoncrs,  ?,nd  exercifed  with  moft  cruet 
torments,  todifcover  their  goods.  Some  were  forced 
by  intolerable  tortures  to  confcfs ;  but  others,  who 
would  not  were  ufed  more  barbaroufly .  Thus  in  fiftcca 
days  that  they  remained  there,  they  took  many  pri- 
foners,  much  plate  and  moveables,  with  which  booty 
they  refolved  to  return  to  Hifpaniola  ;  yet  not  coti^ 
tent. with  what  they  had  got,  they  difpaiched  fomc 
prifouers  into  the  woods 4o  ieek  for  the  reft  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  to  demand  a  ranfom  for  not  bnrn- 
ing  the  town.  They  anfwcrcd,  they  had  no  money^ 
qor  plate  ;  but  if  they  would  be  fatistied  wVth  a  quan* 
tity  of  maiz,  they  would  give  as  much  as  they  could. 
The  pirates  accepted  this,  it  being  then  more  ufeful 
to  them  than  ready  money,  and  agreed  they  (hould 
pay  4000  hanegs,  or  bufhels  of  maiz.     Thcfe  were 
brought  io  thite  days  after,  the  Spaniards  being  de- 
firous  to  rid  tbemfelvesof  that  inhuman  fortot  peo- 
ple.    Having  laded  them  on  board  with  the  reft  of 
their  purchaTe,   they  returned  to  Hifpaniola,  to  give 
account  to  their  leader,  captain'Morgan,  of  all  they  bad 
performed. 

They  had  now  been  abfent  five  weeks  on  this  com- 
roiflion,  which  long  delay  occafioned  captain  Morgan 
almoft  to  defpair  of  their  return,  fearfeg  left  they 
were  fallen  into  the  hands  .oF  the  Spaniards;  efpe- 
cially  confidering  the  pluce  whereto  they  went  could 
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^fily  be  relieved  from  Carthagcna  and  Santa  Maria, 
if  the  iohat^taats  were  careful  to  alarm  the  country. 
Ou  the  other  fide,  he  feared  left  they  (hoold  have  made 
fome  great  fortune  in  that  voyage,  and  with  it  jiave 
efcaped  to  fome  other  place :  but  feeing  his  (hips  return 
in  greater  numbers  than  they  <!q>arted,  he  refumed 
new  courage,  this  fight  caufing  both  in  him  and  his 
companions  infinite  joy,  efpe.  tally  when  they  found 
thrm  full  laden  with  maiz,which  they  miKh  wanted  for 
the  maintenance  of  fo  many  people,  from  whom  they 
cxpeSed  great  matters  under  fueh  a  commander. 

Captain  Morgan  having  divided  the  faid  raafz,  as 
alfo  the  flcfh  which  the  hunters  brought,  among  his 
(hips,  according  to  the  number  of  men,  he  concluded 
to  depart  j  having  viewed  before-hand  erery  (hip,  and 
obferved  their  being  well  equipped,  and  dean.  Thus 
he  fet  fail,  and  ftood  for  Cape  Tiburon,  where  he 
determined  to  rcfolvcwhat  enterprize  he  fhould  ratce 
in  hand.   No  fooner  were  tbey  arrived,  but  they  met 
fome  other  (hips  newly  come  to  join  them  from  Ja- 
maica: fo  that  now  their  fleet  conlifled  of  37  fhips, 
wherein  were  2000  fighting  men,  befide manners  and 
boys.     The  admiral  hereof  was  mounted  with  ^z 
great  guns,  and  6  fmiU  ones  of  brafs;  the  rrft  car- 
ried fome  20,  fome  16,  fome  18,  and  the  fmalleft 
'  velTcl  at  leaA  4  ;  befiJcs  which,  they  had  great  quan- 
tities of  ammunition  and  fire-balls,  with  other  inven- 
tions of  powder. 

Captain  Morgan  liaving  fuch  a  number  of  (hips, 
divided  the  whole  fleet  into  two  fquadrons,  conftitut- 
ing  a  vice-admiral,  and  other  officers  of  the  fccond 
fquadron,  diftinft  from  the  former:  to,  thefe  hegave 
letters  patents,  or  commi(Hons  to  aA  all  manner  of  hoH- 
tilities  ag^inft  the  Spanifh  nation,  and  talie  of  them 
what  (hipsthry  could,  either  abroad  at  fea,  or  in  the 
harbours,  as  if  they  were  open  and  declared  enemies 
(as  he  termed  it)  of  the  king  of  England,  bis  pre- 
tended 
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tended  mafter.  This  done,  he  called  all  his  captains 
and  other  ofEcers  together,  and  caufed  them  to  Cga 
feme  articles  of  agreement  betwixt  them,  and  in  the 
name  of  all.  Herein  it  was  Aipulated,  that  he  (hould 
have  the  hundredth  part  of  all  that  was  gotten  to  hiipi« 
feif :  that  every  Captain  fliould  draw  the  Ihares  of  8 
men  for  the  expences  of  his  ibip,  befidcs  his  own. 
To  the  furgeon,  bcfide  his  pay,  200  pieces  of  eight 
for  his  cheft  of  medicaments:  to  every  carpenter, 
above  his  falary,  ioo  pieces  of  eight;     The  rewards 
were  fettled  in  this  voyage  much  higher  than  before : 
as  for  the  lofs  of  both  legs  1500  hundred  pieces  of 
eight,  or  15  flaves,  the  choice  left  to  the  party  ;  for  " 
the  lofs  of  both  hands,  1 800  pieces  of  eiglvt,  or  18 
flaves  :  for  pne  kg,whelher  right  or  kft,  600  pieces 
of  eight,  or  6  flaves  :  for  a  hand,  as  much  as  for  a 
leg ;  .and  for  the  Jofs  of  an  eye,  100  pieces  of  eight, 
'  or  one  flave.     Laftly,  To  him  that  in  any  battle 
(hould  fignalize^himfelf,  either  by  entering  firft  any 
caftle,  9r  taking  down  the  Spanifti  colours,  and  fet- 
ing  up  the  Englifli,  they  allotted  50  pieced  of  eight 
for  a  reward :  all  which  extraordinary  falurFes  and' 
rewards,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  firft  fpoil  they  (hould  ' 
take,  ascvci7  one  fliould  occur,  to  be  either  rewarded 
orpaid. 

This  contraft  being  figned,  captain  Morgan  com- 
manded his  vice-admirals  and  captains  toputallthihgs 
in  order,  to  attempt  one  of  thefe  three  places. ; 
/either  Carthagena,  Panama,  or  Vera  Cruz :  but 
the  lot  fell  on  Panamq|  as  the  richcft  of  all  th^ee, 
though  this  city,  being  fiiuated  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  the  North,  fea,  as  they  knew  not  well  the  ap- 
proaches to  it,  they  judged  it  ncccffary  to  go  before- 
hand to  the  ihe  of  St.  Catherine,  there  td  find  fome 
perfons  for  guides  in  this  enterprlze  :  iov  in  the  gar- 
rifon  there  are  commonly  many  banditti  and  outlaws 
belonging  to  Panama,  and  the  neighbouring  places, 

who 
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who  are  very  expert  in  the  knowledge  of  that  couh- 
iry.  But  before  they  proceeded,  they  piibliflied  nn 
a<fl  through  the  whole  fleet,  promifing  if  they  met 
with  any  Spanilh  veflel,  the  firft  captain  who  (hould 
take  it,  ihould  have  for  his  rew^ard  the  tenth  part  of 
what  Ihould  be  found  in  her. 

CHAP.    XVII. 

Captain  Morgan  leaves  Hifpaivoln^   and  goes  to  St. 
Catherine's,  which  he  takes. 

/^Aptain  Morgan  and  his  companions  weighed  an- 
^^  chor  froA  the  cape  of  Tiburon,  December  16, 
1670.     Four  days  after  rlicy  arrived  in  light  of  St. 
Catherine's,  now  in  polfellion  ot  the  Spaniards  agiin, 
as  was  faid  before,  to  which  tl.ey  commonly  banirfi 
the  malefactors  of  the  Spanilh  dominionsin  the  Weft- 
Indies.     Here  are  huge  quantities  of  pigeons  at  per- 
tain ieafons.     It  is  watered  by  four  rivulets,  whereof 
#»'o  are  always  dry  in  fummcr  f  here  is  no  trade  or 
'.commerce  exercifcd  by  the  inhabitants,  neither  do 
•  they   plant  more  fruits  than  what  are  necetiary  for 
human  life,  though  , the  country  would  make  very 
good  plantations  of  tobacco  of  confiderablc  profit, 
were  it  cultivated. 

*  As  foon  as  captain  Morgan  came  near  the  ifland 
with  his  fleet,  he  fentone  of  his  beft  failing  veflcls  to 
view  the  entry  of  the  river,  and  fee  if  any  other  (hips 
Were  there,  who  might  hinder  him  from  landing  ;  as 
alfo  fearing  left  they  fhoilld  c\vq  ioielligcnce  of  his 
arrival  to  the  inhabitants,  and  prevent  his  d^fi^. 

Next  day,  before  fun-rife,  all  the  fleet  anchored 
near  the  ifland,  in  a  bay  called  Aguade  Grande.  On 
this  bay  the  Spaniards  had  built  a  battery  mounted 
with  four  pieces  of  cannon.  Captain  Morgan  landed 
about  a  1000  men  in  divers  iquadrOnS;  marching 
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through  the  wocxJs,  though  they  had  »p  other  guidTcs 
than  a  few  of  his  own  men,  who  had  been  there  bc- 
forennderManfvelt :  thefameday  they  came  to  a  place 
where  the  governor  fometimes  refided ;  here  ihcy 
found  a  battery  called  a  Platform,  but  no  body  in  it, 
the  Spaniards  having  retired  to  the  lefTerifland,  which, 
as  was  faid  before,  is  fo  near  the  great  onc^  that  a 
(hort  bridge  only  may  coi^oin  them. 

This  lefler  ifland  was  lo  well  fortified  with  forts 
and  batteries  round  it,  as  might  feem  impregnable  : 
hereupon,  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards  perceived  the 
pirates  approach,  they  fired  on  them  fo  furioufly, 
that  they  could  advance  nothing  that  day,  but  were 
content  to  retreat,  and  take  up  their  reft  in  the  open 
fields,  which  was  not  ftrange  to  thefe  people,  being 
fufficienily  ufed  to  fuch  kind  of  repofe :  what  molt 
afflifted  them  was  hunger,  having  not  eat  any  thing 
that  whole  day.  About  midnight  it  rained  fohard, 
that  they  had  much  ado  to  bear  it,  the  greateft  part 
of  them  having  no  other  cloaths  than  a  pair  of  Tea- 
man's trovvzers,  or  breeches,  and  a  (hirt,  without 
flioes  or  ftockings.  In  this  great  extremity  they  pulled 
<}own  a  few  thatched  houfes  to  make  fires  withal ;  in 
a  word,  they  were  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  lOO  men,' 
indifferemly  well  armed,  might  eafily  that  night  have 
torn  diem  all  in  pieces.  Next  morning  about  break 
.of  day  the  rain  ceafcd,  and  they  dried  their  arms, 
and  marched  on^  but  foon  afte/  it  rained  afre(h,  rather 
harder  than  before,  as  if  the  fkies  were  melted  into 
waters;  which  kept  them  from  advancing  towards 
the  forts,  whence  the  Spaniards  continually  fired 
at  them. 

The  pirates  were  now  reduced  to  great  affliflion 
and  danger  through  the  hardnefs  of  the  weather,  their 
n.lkedoefs,  and  great  hunger  ;for  a  fmall  relief  hereof, 
they  found  in  the  fields  an  old  horfe,  lean,  and  full  of 
fcabs  and  blotches^  with  galled  back  and  fides :  this 
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they  inftandy  kiUcd  and  flayed,  and  divided  In  fmall 
pieces  among  thcmfelves,  as  far  as  it  woul!  reach 
(for  many  could  not  get  a  morfel)  which  they  roaflr-fl 
and  devoured  without  fait  or  bread,  more  like  i* 
venous  wolves  than  men.     The  rain  not  ce.ifi     , 
captain  Morgan  perceived  their  minds   to  relc.  r, 
hearing  many  of  them  fay  they  would  return  o» 
board.     Among  thefe  fatigues  of  mind  and  body, 
he  thought  convenient  to  ufe  (bme  fudden  remedy: 
to  this  eficft,  he  commanded  a  canoe  to  be  rigged 
in  hafte,   and  colours  of  truce  to  be  hanged  out. 
This  canoe  he  feot  to  the  Spanifh  governor,  with 
this  mcffage :  "  That  if  within  a  few  hours  he  de- 
"  livered  not  himfelf  and  all  his  men  into  his  hands, 
•*  he  did  by  that  meffenger  fwcar  to  him,  and  all 
*•  thofe  that  were  in  his  company,  he  would  moll 
**  certainly  put  them  to  the  fword,  without  grant- 
**  ing  quarter  to  any.**  . 

In  the  afternoon  the  canoe  returned  with  this  an- 
fwer :  "  That  the  governor  dcli:ed  two  hours  time 
**  to^liberatc  with  his  officers  about  ir,  which  be* 
"  ing  part  he  would  give  his  pofitive  anfwer."  T^e 
time  being  clapfed,  the  governor  fent  two  canoes 
voih,  white  colours,  and  two  perfons,  to  treat  with 
captainMorgan ;  but  before  they  landed,  they  demand- 
ed of  the  pirates  two  perfons  as  hoftagcs.  Thcfe  wer^ 
readily  granted  by  captain  Morgan,  who  delivered 
them  two  of  his  captains  for  a  pledge  of  the  fecurity 
required ;  with  this  the  Spaniard^  propounded  to  cap- 
tain Morgan,  that  the  governor  in  a  full  aHcmbly  had 
refolved  to  deliver  up  the  ifland,  not  being  provided 
with  ftifficient  forces  to  defend  it  againA  fuch  an  ar- 
mado :  but,  Withal,  hedefired  captain  Morgan  would 
be  pleafed  to  ufe  a  certain  ftrangtm  ot  war,  for 
the  better  faving  of  his  own  crcJir,  and  the  repu- 
tation of  has  officers  both  a*^ro::d  and  at  hone, 
which  fhould  be  as  IoUoas  :  that   c^prniu  I.r:)^in 
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would  come  with  his  troops  bf  sight  to  the  bridgs 
that  joined  the  lefler  lOaDd  to  the  great  one,  aurf 
there  attack  the  fort  of  St.  Jerom  :  that  at  the 
fame  time  all  his  fleet  wotdd  draw  oear  the  caftlc 
of  Santa  Tereiky  and  attack  it  by  land,  landiog,  fat 
the  mean  while,  more  troops  near  tlie  battery  ol 
St.  Matthew :  that  thefe  troops  beiog  newly  landed^ 
flioald  by  this  means  intercept  die  governor  as  1^ 
endeavotyed  to  pafs  to  St.  Jtrom's  fort,  and  then 
cake  him  prifoner ;  afing  the  formality,  as  if  diey 
forced  him  to  deliver  the  caftle ;  and  that  he  would 
lead  the  Englifti  into  it^  under  colour  of  bring  his 
own  troops.  That  on  both  fides  there  (bould  be 
continual  firing,  but  without  ballets,  or  at  leaft  into 
the  air ;  fo  that  no  fide  might  be  htut.  llat  thus 
having  obtained  two  fuch  confiderable  forts,  the 
chiefeft  of  the  ifle,  be  need  not  take  care  for  tb^ 
reft,  which  muft  fall  of  courfe  into  his  bands. 

Thefe  propofidons  were  granted  by  capuin  Mor- 
gan, on  condition  they  (hould  fee  them  faithfuUf 
obfcrved ;  otherwife  they  (hould  be  ufed  with  the 
vtmoft  rigour :  this  they  promifed  to  do,  and  took 
their  leave,'  to  give  account  of  thdr  negodation  to 
the  governor.  Prefently  after  captain  Morgaa  coon- 
manded  the  whole  fleet  to  enter  the  port,  and  his 
men  to  be  ready  to-allault,  that  night,  the  caftle  of 
St.  Jerom.  Thus  the  falfc  batde  b^n,  with  in- 
ceflant  firing  fixim  both  the  caftles  againft  the  ftilps^ 
but  without  bullets,  as  was  agreed :  then  the  pi- 
rates landed,  and  aflaulted  by  night  the  lefler  ifland^ 
which  they  took,  as  alfo  both  the  fortrefles ;  forcing 
tbd  Spaniards,  in  appearance,  to  fly  to  the  church* 
Before  this  aflault,  captain  Morgan  fent  word  to  the 
governor,  that  he  fliould  keep  all  his  men  together 
in  a  body;  otherwife,  if  the  pirates  met  any  ftrag* 
ling  Spaniards  iu  the  ftreetS|  they  fliould  ceptain)^ 
ihoot  them% 
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This  tfland  being  taken  by  this  unuOil  fh^atagem, 
and  all  things  put  in  order ;  the  pirates  made  a  neW 
war  againft  the  poultry,  cattle,  and  all  forts  of  fie* 
toals  they  could  find,  for  fome  days;  (carce  think* 
ing  of  any  thing  elfe  than  to  kill,  roafl,  and  eat^  an4 
make  what  good  cheer  they  could.     If  wood  waa^ 
wanting,  they  pulled  down  the  houfes,  and  roadp 
fires  with  the  timber,  as  had  been  done  before  ia 
the  field.     Next  day  they  numbered  all  the  p rifon- 
en  they  bad  taken  upon  the  ifland,  which  were 
found  to  be  in  all  459  perfons,  men,  women,  and 
children,   viz.  190  foldiers  of  the  garrifon ;  40  ia« 
habitants,    who  were  married;  43  children;   34 
flaves,  belonging 'to  the  king;  with  8  children,  8 
banditti,  39  negroes  bebnging  to  private  perfons ; 
with  a  7  female  blacks,    and  34  children.     The  pi« 
rates  difarmed  all  the  Spaniards,  and  fent  them  out 
immediately  to  the  plantations  to  feek  for  provi* 
fions,  leaving  the  women  in  the  church  to  eacacifc 
their  devotions. 

Soon  after  they  reviewed  the  whole  iHand,  and 
all  the  fortrefles  thereof,  which  they  found  to  be  nine 
in  all ;  viz.  the  fort  of  St.  Jerom,  next  the  bridge, 
had  8  great  guns,  of  12,  6,  and  8  pounds  carriage* 
with  6  pipes  of  muflcets,  every  pipe  containing  1  o 
muflcers.  Here  they  found  fUll  60  mulkets,  with 
fufficient  powder,  and  other  anununition.  The 
fecond  fortrefs,  called  St.  Matthew,  had  3  guns,  of 
8  pounds  each :  the  third,  and  chicfeft,  named  San- 
ta Terefa,  had  20  great  guns,  of  18,  I2t  8,  and  6 
pounds,  with  10  pipes  of  muikets,  like  thofe  be« 
fore,  and  90  muflcets  remaining,  befides  other  am- 
munition. This  caille  was  built  with  (tone  and  mor- 
tar, with  very  thick  walls,  and  a  lafge  ditch  round 
it,  20  feet  deep,  which  though  it  was  dry,  yet  wai 
very  bard  to  get  over.  Here  was  op  entry,  but 
through  one  door,  to  the  middle  of  the  ^aftle. 
H  a  Withia 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


172       The  HISrORT  of  the      '     . 

Within  it  was  a  mount  almoft  inacceflible,  with  4 
pieces  of  cannon  at  the  fop;  whence  they  could 
ftioot  direftly  into  the  port :  on  the  fea-fide  it  was 
lYnpregnabJe,  by  rcafon  of  the  rocks  round  it,  and 
the  fea  beating  furioufly  upon  them:  to  the  land  tt 
was  fo  commodioufly  feated  on  a  mountain,  as  there 
was  no  accefs  to  it  but  by  a.  path  three  or  four  feet 
broad.  The  fourth  fortrefs  was  named  St.  Augu- 
fKne,  having  3  guns  of  8  and  6  pounds.  The  fifth, 
teamed  La  Plattafbrma  de  la  Conception,  had  only 
7,  guns  of  8  pounds.  The  fixth,  by  name  Saa 
Salvador,  had  likewife  no  more  than  2  guns.  The 
feventh,  called  Plattaforma  de  los  Artillery,  had  alfo 
2  guns.  The  eighth,  called  Santa  Cruz,  had  3 
guns.  The  ninth,  called  St.  Jofeph's  fort,  had  6 
guns  of  1 2  and  8  pounds,  befides  two  pipes  of 
muflcets  and  fufficient  ammunition. 

In  the  ftorchoufes  were  above  30,000  pounds  of 
powder,  with  all  other  ammunidon,  which  was 
carried  by  the  pirates  on  board :  all  the  guns  were 
flopped  and  nailed,  and  the  fortreflfes  demoliftied  ; 
except  that  of  St.  Jerom,  where  the  pirates  kept 
guard  and  refiftance.  Captain  Morgan  enquired 
for  any  banditti  from  Panama  or  Puerto  Bello,  and 
threb  were  brought  him,  who  pretended  to  be  very 
expert  in  the  avenues  of  thofe  parts.  He  a(ked 
them  to  be  his  guides,  and  (hew  him  the  fecurcft 
ways  to  Panama,  which  if  they  performed  he  pro- 
miffed  them  equal  fliares  in  the  plunder  of  that  ex- 
pedition, and  their  liberty  when  they  arrived  at  Ja- 
maica. Thefe  propofitions  the  banditti  readily  ac- 
cepted, promifmg  toferve  him  very  faithfully,  efpe- 
cially  one  of  the  three,  who  was  the  grqateft  rogue, 
thief,  and  afiaflin  among  them,  and  who  had  de- 
ferved  ratter  to  be  broktn  alive  on  the  wheel,  than 
puhKhed  with  ferving  in  a  garrifon  :  this  wicked 
fellow  had  a  great  afcendant  over  tbeo.thcr  two',  and 
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domineered  over  them  as  he  picafed,  they  not  dar- 
ing to  difobey  his  orders. 

Captain  Morgan  commanded  four  fhips  and  one 
boat  to  be  equipped  and  provided  with  necell'arics 
to  go  and  take  the  caftle  ot  Chagre,  on  ihe  river  ot 
that  name;  neither  would  he  go  hirofelf  wiih  his 
whole  fleet,  left  the  Spaniards  fliould  be  jealous  of 
his  farther  defign  on  Panama.  In  thefc  vcikls  he 
embarked  400  men  to  put  in  execution  thefe  his  or- 
ders ;  mean  while  hirafclf  remained  in  St.  Catlic- 
riue's  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  expe<^iug  to  hciX 
ol  their  fuccefft. 

CHAP.     XVIIL. 

Capfizln    Motfgan  takes  the  caftle  of  Chagrc^  ivitb 
400  men  fent  to  this  pitrpofejrom  St-,  Catherine* i* 

CAPTAIN  Morgan  fending  this  little  fleet  to 
Chagrc,  chofe  for  vice-admiral  thereof  one 
captain  Brodely,  who  had  been  long  in  thofe  quar- 
ters, and  committed  many  robberies  on  the  Spa-- 
Diards,  when  Manfvelt  took  the  ifle  of  St.  Cathe- 
rine, as  was  before  related ;  and  therefore  wcs 
thought  a  fit  perfon  for  this  exploit,  his  aftions 
likewife  having  rendered  him  famous  among  the 
pirates,  and  their  enemies  the  Spaniards.  Captain* 
Brodely  being  made  commander,  in  three  days  after 
bis  departure  arrived  in  fight  of  the  faid  caftle  of 
Ghagre,  by  the  Spaniards  called  St.  Lawrence.  This 
caftle  is  built  on  a  high  mountain,  at  the  entry  of 
the  river,  furrounded  with  ftrong  palifadocs,  or 
wooden  walls,  filled  with  earth,  wnich  fecures  them 
as  well  as  the  beft  wall  of  ftone  or  brick.  The  top 
of  this  mountain  is,  in  a  manner,  divided  into  two 
parts,  between  which  is  a  ditch  thirty  feet  deep. 
The  caftle  hath  but  one  entry,  and  that  by  a  draw- 
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bridge  over  this  ditch :  to  the  land  it  has  four  faa£> 
tioDS,  and  to  the  fea  two  more.  The  foDth  pare  i^ 
totally  inacceffible,  throogh  the  craffiioefi  of  the 
mountaiQ ;  the  north  is  mrrounded  by  the  river^ 
^hlch  here  is  very  broad :  at  the  foot  of  the  caftle^. 
or  rather  mountain,  is  a  ftrong  fort,  vich  dg^t 
V  great  guns,  commanding  the  entry  of  the  riTer* 
Not  much  lower  are  two  other  batteries,  each  of  (ol 
pieces,  to  defiend  like^fe  the  month  of  the  riTcr. 
At  one  fide  of  the  cafUe  arc  two  great  liorehodes  o£ 
all  forts  of  Warlike  ammunition  and  mercbandu^ 
brought  thither  from  the  inland  country ;  near  tbefe 
•houfes  is  a  high  pair  of  ftairs  hewn  out  of  the  rock^ 
to  mount  to  the  top  of  the  caflle.  On  the  wcA  is  a 
fmall  port,  noi  above  ievcn  or  eight  fathoms  deep, 
lit  for  fmall  veflels,  and  a  very  good  anchorage^ 
beiides,  before  the  caftle,  at  the  entry  of  the  ri? er.  Is 
a  great  rock,  fcarce  to  be  defcried,  but  at  low  tides, 

No  fooner  had  the  Spaniards  perceived  the  pirates^ 
bot  they  fired  inceflkntly  at  tl^m  with  the  biggcft 
of  their  guns.  They  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  imall 
port,  about  a  league  from  the  caftie.  Next  morn- 
ing, very  early,  they  went  abore,  and  marched 
through  the  woods  to  attack  the  caftle  on  that  fide : 
dus  inarch  lafted  till  two  of  the  dock  in  the  after- 
noon before  they  could  reach  the  caftle,  by  reafoa 
of  the  diflicuhies  of  the  wny,  and  its  mire  and  dirt ; 
and  though  thdr  guides  ferved  them  very  exa^lj, 
yet  they  cimefo  nigh  the  caftle  at  firft,  that  they  loft 
ninny  c^  their  men  by  its  (hot,  they  being  in  an  open 
place  widiout  covert.  ThU  much  perplexed  the 
pirates,  not  knowing  what  courfe  to  take ;  for  on 
that  fide,  of  nccefiity,  they  muft  make  the  aflaulc ; 
and  being  uncovered  from  head  to  foot,  they  coul^ 
not  advance  one  ftep  without  danger :  befides  that, 
the  caftle,  both  for  its  fituotioo  and  ftrengih,  made 
them  much  doubt  of  fuccefs.    But  to  give  it  ovtr 
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Aqr  dared  not,  left  they  fhould  be  reproached  by 
tbdr  compooioas. 

Ai  \Ar  ^^tr  many  doubu  aad  difpotes,  refoltr« 
VBi%  to  haaard  the  ailkih  and  their  Kvet  defpcrateiyt 
diey  adTsaced  towards  the  caftle  with  their  fwordt 
IB  one  hand  aod  fire-baHs  m  the  other.  The  Spa- 
■krds  defended  themfelves  ?ery  brt(kly»  ceafing  not 
to  fire  at  then  contiDDaUy ;  crying  vithal,  '*  Come 
*'  on,  ye  Engli(h  dogs,  enemies  to  God  and  our 
**  kiog;  and  ktyonrothercompanions  that  are  behind 
^  come  on  too^  ye  fliaU  not  go  to  Panama  this  bone'* 
The  pirates  making  iomit  trial  to  climb  the  walhu 
were  forced  to  retreat,  refting  themielres  tiU  night* 
this  being  come,  they  retorned  to  the  affiuilt,  to 
try  by  the  help  of  their  fire*baUs  to  deftroy  the  palea 
bdbre  the  wsA ;  and  whtie  they  were  about  it,  thero 
happened  a  very  remarkable  acctdeat^  which  occa- 
£oiied  tfaor  victory.  One  of  the  pirates  being 
iKKLoded  with  an  arrow  in  his  badt,  which  pierced 
his  body  throng^,  be  palled  it  out  boldly  at  tho 
£de  of  his  bread,  and  winding  a  little  cotton  about 
ky  he  pot  it  into  his  mtUket,  uA  (hot  it  badt  to  tho* 
caftie ;  bat  the  cotton  being  kindled  by  the  powder* 
ired  two  or  three  hoofies  in  the  ca(Me»  being  thatched 
with  palm-leaves,  which  the  Spaniards  perceived 
not  fo  fbon-as  was  neceflary ;  for  tbb  fire  meeting 
with  a  pared  of  powder  blew  it  up^  thereby  caul* 
fag  great  min,  and  no  lefs  conftemation  to  the  Spa* 
niards,  who  were  not  able  to  pot  a  ftop  to  it,  not 
having  leen  it  dme  enough. 

The  pirates  perceiviag  the  effeft  of  the  arrow, 
and  the  yiisfortnoes  of  the  Spaniards,  were  infinite- 
ly glad ;  and  while  they  were  buiied  in  qotochiaff 
tiie  fire,  which  canfcd  a  great  confufion  for  "want  c^ 
Water,  the  (rirates  took  this  opportunity,  letting 
fire  likewife  to  the  palifadeos.  The  fire  thus  feeo  at 
in  ieveral  parts  about  the  caftk,  g^ve  them 
H  4  great 
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great  advantage  againft  the  Spaniards,  many  breaches 
being  made  by  the  fire  among  the  pales,  and  great 
heaps  of  earth  faUing  into  the  ditch.  TJien  the 
pirates  climbing  up,  got  over  into  the  caflle,  tho* 
thofe  Spaniards,  who'  were  not  bufy  about  the  fire, 
^aft  down  many  flaming  pots  full  of  combuftible  mac* 
ter  and  odious  fmells,  which  deftroyed  many  of  the 
EngU(h. 

The  Spaniards,  with  all  their  rcfiftance,  could 
not  hinder  the  palifadoes  from  being  burnt  down 
before  midnight.  Mean  while  the  pirates  cdnti- 
.nued  in  their  intention  of  taking  the  caftle;  an^ 
though  the  fire  was  very  grcat^  they  would  creep  on 
the  ground,  as  near  as  they  could,  and  (hoot  amidft 
the  flames  againft  the  Spaniards  on  the  other  fide, 
and  thus  killed  many  from  the  walls.  When  day 
Wat  come,  Ihey  obferved  all  the  moveable  earth  that 
hy  bfetwixt  xht  pales  to  be  6llen  into  the  ditch  ; 
&>  that  now  thofe  within  the  caftle  lay  equally  ex*' 
pofed  to  them  without,  as  had  been  on  the  contrary 
before ;  whereupon  the  piratrs  continued  (hooting 
Very  fUrioufly,  and  killed  many  Spaniards;  for  the 
governor  had  charged  them  to  make  good  thofe 
pofts,  anfwering  to  the  heaps  of  earth  fallen^  into 
the  ditch,  and  caufed  the  artitlery  to  be  tranfported 
to  the  breac*hes. 

The  fire  within  the  caflle  iiill  continuing, '  the 
pirates  from  abroad  did  what  they  could  to  hinder 
its  progrefs,  by  (hooting  incelTantly  againft  it ;  one 
party  of  them  was  employed  only  for  this,  while  an- 
other watched  all  the  motions  of  the  Spaniards. 
About  nooh  the  Enoli(h  gained  a  breach,  which  the 
governi*  himfclf  defended  with  2  5  foldiers.  Herewa? 
made  a  Very  courageous  refiftance  by  the  Spaniards 
with  nlutkets,  pikes,  ftones,  and  fwords ;  but  thro*" 
all  thefe  the  pirates  fought  their  \vay  till  they  gained 
the  ctftle.  The  Spaniards,  who  remained  alive,  caft 
themfelvci  down  from  the  caftle  into  the  fea,  choof^ 

ing 
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Jng  rather  to  die  thus  (few  or  dodc  furvivlog  the 
fell)  than  to  afk  quarter  for  their  lives. .  The  go- 
vernor himfelf  retreated  to  the  corps  du  gard,  be- 
fore which  were  placed  two  pieces  of  canaoa;  here 
be  fliil  defended  himfelf,  ftot  demanding  any  quarter, . 
till  he  was  killed  with  a  muflcet-fliot  in  the  head. 

Xhe  governor  being  dead,  and  the  corps  du  gard 
farrendering,  they  found  remaining  in  it  alive  30 
men,  whereof  fcarcc  ten  were  not  wounJed  ;  thefc 
informed  the  pirates  that  eight  or  nine  of  their  fol- 
diers  had  deferred,  and  were  gone  to  Panama  to 
carry  news  of  their  arrival  and  i4ivafion..    Thefe  3Q 
men  alone  remained  of  3 14  wherewith  the  caftle  was 
garrifoned,  among  whom  not  one  officer  was  found 
alive.     Thefe  were  all  made  prifoners,  and  com- 
pelled to  tell  whatever  they  knew  of  their  dcfigns  > 
and  enterprizes.     Among  other  things,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Panama  had  notice  fent  him  three  weeks  ^ 
ago  from  Carthagena,  when  the  EngUfh  were  equip- 
ping a  fleet  at  Hifpaniola,  with  a  defign  to  take  Pa- 
nama ;  and  befide,  that  this  had  been  difcovercd  by 
a  deferier  from  the  pirates  at  the  river  dcja  Hacha, , 
where  they  had  viftualled  :  that  upon  this,  the  go-- 
vernor  had  fcnt  164  men  to  ftrengihen  the  garrifon » 
of  that  caftle,  with  much  provifion  and  ammuni- 
tion; the  ordinary  garrifon  whereof  was  only  15Q' 
men,  but  thefe  made  up  214  men,  very  well  armed. 
Befides  this  they  declared,  that  the  go  vernor  of  Pa- 
nama had  placed  feveral  ambufcades  along  the  river 
of  Chagrc  -,  and  that  he  waited  for  them  in  ihc  open  • 
fields  of  Panama  with  3600  men* 

The  taking  of  this  caftle  coft  thie  pirates  criCvf- 
fivcly  dear,  in  comparifon  to  what  they  were  v/ont 
to  lofe  ;  their  toil  and  labour  was  greater  than  iir 
the  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Catherine  ;  for  nuin- 
b, ling  their  men,  they  had  loft  above.  100,  bc(itlc 
70  wounded.  'They  commanded  the  Sfaiiiili  p:i- 
H    5  luiKi :. 
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foners  to  caft  the  dead  bodies  of  thdr  own  metl 
from  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  the  fea-fide,  aiul 
to  bury  them.  The  wounded  were  carried  to  the 
charch,  of  which  they  made  an  hofpiul,  and  where 
alfo  they  (hut  op  the  women.  Thus  it  was  like- 
vfik  turacd  into  a  place  of  proftitntioiiy  the  [Mrate« 
£ea£ng  not  to  defile  the  bodies  of  thoTe  affliAed  wi> 
do ws,  with  all  manner  of  infolent  anions  and  threats* 

Captain  Morgan  remained  not  long  l>ehind  at  St» 
Catherine's^  after  taking  the  caOIe  of  Chagre,  of 
which  he  had  nodce  prefendy;  but  before  he  de* 
parted,  he  embarlud  all  the  provifions  could  be 
fouod»  with  much  maiz,  or  Indian  wheat,  and  ca* 
aave»  whereof  alfo  is  made  bread  in  thofe  parts.  Ife 
transported  great  ftore  id  provifions  to  the  garrifoii 
«f  Chagre,  whenceToever  they  could  be  got.  At  a 
certain  place  they  caft  into  the  Tea  all  the  guns  be- 
longing thereto^  deOgning  to  return,  and  feave  that 
llland  wdl  garrifoned,  to  the  perpetual  pofleffion  of 
the  pirates;  but  he  ordered  all  the  houfes  and 
forts  to  be  fired,  except  t^e  caflle  of  St.  Terefa^ 
which  he  judged  to  be  the  ftrongeft  and  fecureft 
wherein  to  fortify  himfelf  at  his  return  from  Pa* 
jiama.  He  carried  with  him  all  the  prifoners  of  tb« 
Ifland,  and  then  failed  for  Chagre,  where  be  arrived 
in  dght  days.  Here  the  joy  of  the  whele  fleet  was 
fo  great,  when  they  fpied  the  Englifli  colours  on 
the  caAle,  that  they  minded  not  their  way  into  the 
river,  fo  that  they  loft  four  (hips  at  the  entry  thereof, 
captain  Morgan's  being  one;  yet  they  faved  all  the 
men  and  goods.  The  (hips  too  had  been  preferved, 
if  a  ftrong  northerly  wind  had  not  rifen,  which  caft 
them  on  the  rock  at  the  entry  of  the  river. 

Captain  Morgan  was  brought  into  the  caftle  with 
great  acclamntions  of  all  the>piiates,  both  of  thofe 
within  and  thofe  newly  come.  Having  heard  the 
manner  of  the  conqueft  he  commanded  all  the  pri<- 
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to  work  and  repair  what  was  Tseceflary,  efpc- 

Mlhf  to  fet  op  new  ptUifikloes  roond  the  forts  of 

the  caAle.    Tbcre  were  (tiU  ia  the  r'u^r  fome  Spa* 

wiStk  vcfleb,  called  Chatieo,  ferving  for  tranfporta« 

tkKi  of  nercbaodire  up  and  down  cbe  riTer,  and  ti> 

gi>  to  Faerto  BcUo  and  Nicaragua :  tbcfe  commonly 

carry  two  great  gtins  of  iron,  and  foar  fmaU  onei 

of  bra6.     Thde  Tcflck  they  fdaed,  with  four  little 

ftipt  they  foood  theie,  and  all  the  canoes.     In  the 

caftle  thiey  left  a  garfiibn  of  500  men,  and  in  the 

Aipe  in  ^  rirer  150  more.     This  done,  captaia 

Morgao  departed  for  Panaaoa  at  the  head  ol  1200 

flKB.    He  carried  Utde  provifiona  with  him,  hoping; 

to  provide  hnofielf  fofficiently  anaong  the  Spaniards^ 

wiiem  be  knew  to  lie  10  aiiri>Qfcade  by  the  way. 

CHAP.    XIX. 

Ckpiam  Nhrgan  departs  from  Ckxgre,  at  the  had 
cf  1200  men,  to  take  the  City  ofpanavM. 

CPTAIN  Morgan  fet  forth  from  the  cattle  of 
Chagre,  towards Panaa»,  Aoguft  iSth,  167a. 
Be  had  with  him  1200  men,  5  bom  laden  with  ar- 
tilkry,  and  yi  canoes.  The  firft  day  they  failed  only 
fix  leagnes,.  and  came  to  a  place  called  De  los  Bra- 
cos:  here  a  party  of  his  men  went  aihore  only  ta 
0cep  and  ftretch  their  limbs,  being  almoft  crippled 
with  lying  too  much  crowded  in  the  boats.  Having, 
jrefted  a  while,  they  went  abroad  to  feek  viftuafs  in 
the  Deighbooring  plantations  v  but  they  could  find 
none,  the  Spaniards  being  0ed,  .nnd  carryli^  with 
them  all  they  had*  This  day,  being  the  nrll  of 
4heir  joomey,  they  had  fuch  fcarcity  of  viftuals,  as 
the  grealeft  part  were  forced  to  pafs  with  only  a 
pipe  of  tobacco^  witliout  any  other  refrefhment* 

ii  6  Kext 
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Next  day,  about  evening,  they  came  to  a  p!a 
called  Cruz  de  Juan  Gallego  ;  here  ibey  were  com-- 
pcUed  to  leave  their  boats  and  canoes,  the  river 
being  very  dry  for  want  of  rain,  and  many  trees, 
having  falkd  into  it. 

The  guides  told  them,  that  about  2  leagues  far- 
ther the  country  would  be  very  good  to  continue  the? 
journey  by  land;  hereupon  they  left  160  men  on^ 
board  the  boats  to  defend  them,  that  they  mighr 
ferve  for  a  refuge  In  neceffity. 
.    Next  morning,  being  the  third  day,  they  all  went 
ajfhore,  except  ihofe  who  were  to  keep  the  boats  t 
to  thefe  captain  Morgan  gave  order  under  great  pe- 
nalties,   that  no  man,    on  any  preterit  whatever, 
fhould  dare  to  leave  the  boats,  and  go  a(hore ;  fear-' 
ing  leA  they  (hould  be  furprized  by  an  ambufcade 
cA  Spaniards  in  the  neighbouring  woods,  which  ap« 
peared  (o  thick,  as  to  fcem  almoft  impenetrable. 
This  morning  beginning  their  march,  the*ways  prov^ 
td  fo  bad,  that  captain  Morgan  thought  it  more 
convenient  to  tranfport  fomd  of  the  men  in  canoes 
(though  with  great  labour)  to  a  place  farther  up  the 
river,  called  Cedro  Bueno :  thus  ihcy  reimbarkcd^ 
and  the  canoes  returned  for  the  reft  ;  fo  chat  about 
night  thy  got  all  together  at  the  faid  place.     The  ^ 
pirates  much  defired  to  meet  fome  Spaniards  or  In- 
dians, hoping  to  fill  their  belKcs  with  their  provi- 
iSons,  being  reduced  to  extremity  and  hunger 

The  fourth  day  the  greateft  part  of  the  pirates 
marched  by  land,  being  led  by  one  of  the  guides  ; 
the  reft  went  by  water  farther  up,  being  condu<riecr 
by  another  guide^  who  always  went  before  them,  to 
difcover,  on  boih  fides  the  river,  the  ambufcades.. 
Thefe  had  alfo  fpies,  who  were  very  dextrous  ro  give, 
notice  of  all  accidents,  or  of  the  arrival  of  the  pi- 
rates, fix  hours,  at  leaft,  before  they  came.  This 
day,  about  noon,  they  came  near  a  pbftf  called  Tor- 
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&a  Cavallos ;  here  the  guide  of  the  canoes  cried  out, 
that  he  perceived  an  anibufcade.  His  voice  caufed 
inHnice  joy  to  all  the  pirates,  hoping  to  find  fomc 
provlfions  to  fatiate  their  extreme  hunger.  Being> 
come  to  the  place,  they  found  no  body  in  it,  the 
Spaniards  being  fted,  and  leaving  nothing  behind 
bit  a  few  leathern  bags,  all  empty,  and  a  few  crumbs 
of  bread  fcattered  on  the  ground  where  they  had* 
eaten.  Being  angry  at  this,  they  pulled  down  a 
few  little  huts  which  the  Spaniards  had  made,  and 
fell  to  eating  the  leathern  bags,  to  allay  the  ferment 
of  their  ftomachs,  which  was  now  fo  (harp,  as  to* 
goawthdr  very  bowels;  Thus  they  made  a  huge 
banquet  tspon  thcle  bags  of  leather,  divers  quarrels- 
»fiiig  coBceri^i^  the  grcateft  (hares.  By  the  big- 
tteft  of  the  place,  they  conjefturcd  about  500  Spa* 
ntards  bad  been  there,  whom,  finding  no  victuals, 
rtiey  were  now  infinitely  defirous  to  meet,  intending 
to  devour  ibme  of  them  rather  than  peri(h. 

Having  feafted  themfelves  with  thofe  pieces  of 
leather,'they  marched  on,  till  they  came  about  night 
to  another  poft,  callM  Toma  Munni:  bcre  they 
fband  another  ambufcade,  but  as  barren  as  the  for- 
mer. They  fearched  the  neighbouring  woods,  but 
could  not  find  any  thing  to  eat,  the  Spaniards  bav* 
hig  been  fo  provideiit,  as  not  to  leave,  any  where, 
the  Icaft  crumb  of  fuftenance ;  whereby  the  pirates 
vfctt  now  brought  to  this  extremity.  Here  agaia 
be  was  happy  that  had  referved  fince  noon  any  bit 
df  leather,  to  make  his  fupper  of,  drinking  after  it 
a  good  dranght  of  water  for  his  comfort.  Some, 
who  never  were  out  of  their  mother's  kitchens,  may 
aflc,  how  tbefe  pirates  could  eat  and  digeft  thofe 
pieces  of  leather,  fo  hard  and  dry  ?  Whom  I  an* 
ftvcr,  that  could  they  once  experience  what  hunger, 
or  rather  famine  is,  they  wonld  find  the  way  as  the 
pirates  did;  ■  For  thefe  firrftiliced  it  in.  pieces,  then' 
.  '  they 
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tiMjr  beat  it  beiweeo  two  ftones,  and  nibbed  jcv 
eften  dippiog  it  ra  water  to  make  it  fa^pie  and: 
teader :  laftly,  they  (craped  off  the  hair,  and  broikxi 
k.  Being  thus  cooked^  they  cut  a  into  fmaU  taoM^^ 
and  eat  it,  helping  it  doM^  with  frequent  golpa  o£ 
water,  which,  bj  good  fortune,  they  had  at  hand. 

The  fifth  <foy  about  noon  they  came  id  a  plao^ 
calkd  Barbacoa :  here  they  fouad  tracet  of  anotker 
ambufcade,  but  the  place  totally  as  vnprovided  «^ 
the  former.  At  a  iinaU  diftaoce  were  fevcral  phft*. 
latioos,  which  they  ietrched  very  narrowly,  bo^ 
could  not  find  any  perfoo,  animal,  or  och«'  thin^ 
to  relieve  their  estremc  hunger*  Finally,  iMuriMp 
ranged  about,  and fearched  » long  tnae^  tbcyfiMmS 
a  grot,  which  feemed  to  be  but  lately  bewn  out  of 
a  rock,  where  were  twaiackt  of  mcau, .  wbeat»  wsA 
like  ttjpgs,  with  two  great  >uy  of  wine,  and  eer-^ 
tain  fruits  called  platanol;.  Captain  Mmgaa  liaMr^ 
ing  fome  of  hit  men  were  now  aimoA  ioA  witb 
hunger,  and  fearing  the  iameof  thereft,  canfed  ^9/bM 
was  found  to  be  diftributed  amnng  than  who  wcnr 
in  greateft  necefflty:  having  refrefiied  them frWaa 
with  theft  viOuals,  they  mardied  anew  n^  greattr 
courage  than  erer.  Such  at  were  weak  were  put 
into  the  canoes,  and  thoie  commanded  to  hmd  that 
were  in  them  before.  Thus  they  profecuted  their 
journey  till  late  at  night ;  when  coming  to  a  plan- 
ution,  they  took  up  their  reft,  but  without  eatkig- 
any  thing :  for  the  Spaniards,  as  before,  bad  fwepr 
away  all  manner  of  provlfioot. 

The  (ixtfa  day  they  cemimitd  tfaek  mareh«  parr 
by  land,  and  part  by  water;  howbdt,  theywer^ 
conftrainei  to  reft  very  frequently,  both  for  the: 
ruggednefs  of  the  way  and  their  extreme  weahnett^ 
which  they  endenvonred  to  relieve  by  eating  leaver 
of  trees  and  green  herbs,  xk  grab ,  fiioh  w«s  their 
miferabk  conditk^n  1  This  day  at  noon  they  umr 
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f d  at  a  pfaiQtatioo^  where  was  a  bam  full  of  auiz; 

immcdiarely  tbey  beat  down  the  doora»  and  cat  it 

dry,  as  much  as  they  could  devpor  \  thco  they  di« 

firibotcd  a  great  quantity,  giving  everv  mao  a  good 

allowance.     Thus  provided,  and  pvoUcotifig  their 

journey  for  about  an  hour,  they  came  to  another 

ambufcade.    TIbs  diey  no  fixmer  difcovered,  but 

they  threw  away  their  majz»  with  the  fuddeo  hopes 

of  finding  all  tbti^  in  abundance ;  but  they  were 

much  deceived,  meeting  neither  Indians  nor  vi^hialsy 

nor  any  thing  elfe :  but  they  faw,  on  the  other  fide 

of  the  river,  about  loo  Indians,  who  all  fleeing* 

e&aped.     Some  few  pirates  leaped  into  the  river  to 

ciw  it»  and  try  to  take  any  of  the  Iiulians,  but  ii^ 

vain «  f<ur  being  much  more  nimble  than  the  pirates^ 

they  not  only  baffled  them,  but  killed  twc  or  three 

with  their  arrows;  homing  at  them,  and^cryiqg^ 

Ha  !  perros^  a  la  favana^  a  la  Javanuu  *^  Ha  1  ye 

^  dogs,  go  to  the  plain,  go  to  the  plain/* 

This  day  they  could  advance  no  farther,  being 
aeoeffiuted  to  pafs  the  river,  to  continue  their  mardv 
on  the  other  fide.  Hereupon  they  repofed  for  that 
night,  though  their  fleep  was  not  profound;  for 
preat  murmurings  were  made  at  captain  Moigao, 
and  his  conduA ;  (cme  being  defirous  to  return  home^ 
while  others  would  rather  die  there  than  go  back  a 
flep  from  their  undertaking ;  others  who  had  greater 
courage,  laughed  and  joked  at  their  difcourfes. 
Mean  while,  uiey  had  a  guide,  who  much  comforted 
them,  faying,  '*  It  would  not  be  long  before  they 
''  met  with  people  from  whom  they  fhould  reap  fome 
*'  confiderable  advantage."* 

The  ieventh  day,  in  the  morning,  they  made, 
dean  their  arms,  and  everyone  difcharged  his  piflol, 
or  mufket,  without  bullet,  to  try  their  fire  locks : 
this  done,  they  eroded  the  river,  leaving  tlie  pofl 
Whore  they  had  rcfled,  called  Santa  Cruz,  and  at 

nooA 
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noon  they  arrired  at  a  village  called  Cruz.     Being.-: 
yet  far  from  the  place,  they  perceived  much  fmoke 
from  the  chimnies ;.  the  fight  hereof  gave  ihem  great* 
'  joy,  and  hopes  of  finding  people,    and  plenty   of» 
good  cheer.     Thus  they  went  on  as  fafll  as  they 
could,  encouraging  one  another,  faying,  "  There- 
*'  is  fmoke  comes  out  of  every  houfe ;    they  are 
•*  making  good  fires,  to  roaft  and  boil  what  we  are 
**  to  eat;"  and  the  Ipce. 

At  length  they  arrived  there,  all  fweating  and* 
panting,  but  found  no  perfon  in  the  town,  nor  any 
thing  eatable  to  refretti  thcmfelves,    except  good' 
fires,  which  they  wanted  not;  for  the  Spaniards, 
before  their  departure,  had  every  one  fet  fire  to  his 
own  houfe,  except  the  king's  florehoufes  and  ftables. 

They  had  not  left  behind  them  any  bcaft,  alive 
or  dead^  which  much  troubled  their  miods,   not 
finding- any  thing  but  a  few  cats  and  dogs,  which  . 
they  immediately  killed  and  devoured.     At  lafl,  in 
the  king's  ftabJes  they  found,  by  good  fortune,   15 
or  16  jars  of  Peru  wine,  and  a  leathern  fack,  full  of 
bread.     No  fooner  had  they  drank  pf  this  wine, 
when  they  fell  fick,  almoft  every  man :  this  made 
them  think  the  wine  was  poifoned,  which  caufed  a 
new  confternation  in  the  whole  camp,  judging  thcm- 
felves now  to  be  irrecoverably  loft.     But  the  true 
reafon  was,  their  want  of  fuftenance,  and  the  mani- 
fold forts  of  trafti  they  had  eaten.     Their  ficknefs' 
was  fo  great,  as  caufed  ihemrto  remain  tiiere  till  the 
next  morning,  without  being  able  to  profecute  their 
journey  in  the  afternoon.     This  village  is  feated  ia 
9  deg.  2  min.  north  latitude,  diftant  from  the  river 
Chagre  26  Spanifh  leagues,  and  8  from  Panama. 
This  is  the   laft  place  to   which  boats   or  canoes 
can  come ;  for  which  reafon  they  built  here  flore- 
houfes for  all  forts  of  merchandize,  which  to  and 
from  Panama  are  tranfpovted  on  the  backs  of  n^ules. 
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Here  captara  Morgan  was  forced  to  leave  his  ca- 
noes, and  lOTid  all  his  men,  though  never  fo  weak ; 
but  left  the  canoes  ftiould  be  furprlzcd,  or  take  up 
too  many  men  for  their  defence,  he  fent  them  all 
back  to  the  place  where  the  boats  were,  except  one, 
-which  he  hid,  that  it  might  fcrve  to  carry  in- 
telligence. Many  of  the  Spaniards  and  Indians  of 
this  village  having  fled  to  the  near  plantations,  cap- 
tain Morgan  ordered  that  none  (hould  go  out  of  the 
village,  except  companies  of  100  together,  fearing 
Jeft  the  enemies  (hould  take  an  advantage  upen  his 
men.  Notwithftanding  one  party  contravened  ihefe 
orders,  being  tempted  with  the  defire  of  viftuala; 
tot  they  were  foon  glad  to  fly  into  the  toxn  again', 
being  aflauUed  with  great  fury  by  fome  Spaniards 
and  Indians,  who  carried  one  of  them  away  pri- 
-foner.  Thus  the  vigilancy  and  care  of  captain  Mor- 
-gan  was  not  fufficicnt  to  prevent  every  accident. 

The  eighth  day  in  the  morning  captain  Morgaa 
fcnt  20O  men  before  the  body  of  his  army,  to  difco- 
Tcr  the  way  to  Panama,  and  any  ambufcades  there- 
in; the  path  being  fo  narrow,  that  only  ten  or 
twelve  perfons  could  march  abreaft,  and  often  not 
fo  many.  After  ten  hours  march  they  came  to  a 
place  called  Qucbrada  Obfcura ;  here,  all  on  a  fud- 
den,  3  or  4000  arrowir  were  (hot  at  them,  they  not 
perceiving  whence  they  -came,  or  who  (hot  them  ; 
iho*  they  prefumed  it  was  from  a  high  rocky  moun- 
tain, from  one  iidc  to  the  other,  whereon  was  a 
grot  capable  of  but  one  horfe,  or  other  beaft  laded, 
-This  multiudc  of  arrows  much  alarmed  the  pirate), 
cfpecially  becaufe  they  cotrfd  not  difcover  whence 
they  were  difcharged.  At  lafl,  feeing  no  more  ar- 
rows, they  marched  a  IktJe  farther,  and  entered  a 
wood :  here  they  perceived"  fome  Indians  to  fly  as 
faft  as  they  could,  to  take  the  advantage  of  another 
poft,  tbence  to  obferte  ^eir  march ;  yet  there  re- 
mained 
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maiot^  one  troop  of  Indiaot  oo  the  place.  v^dbreH 
to  fight  asd  defend  themfelves,  which  they  did  witk 
great  courage  till  thdr  captain  fell  down  wcnKftdcd  %, 
whOy  though  he  defpaired  of  life,  yet  his  Talaair 
being  greater  than  his  ftreogtb,  wosld  aik  no  quar- 
fer»  but  endeavouring  to  jraife  himfclf,  with  uo^ 
daunted  mind  laid  hold  of  his  azagayo,  or  javelii^ 
and  ftmck  at  one  of  the  pirates ;  but  before  he 
could  fecond  the  blow,  he  was  fiiot  todeath.  "Fhis. 
was  aUb  the  fate  of  many  of  his  companions,  wiio^ 
Kke  good  fotdiersi  loft  thnr  lives  with  their  captakv 
ibr  the  defence  of  thdr  country. 

The  pirates  endeavoured  to  take  finne  of  the  In* 
dians  prifoners,  but  they  bong  fwifter  than  the  pi* 
rates,  every  one  efcaped,  leaving  eight  pirates  dea<f» 
and  ten  wounded  :  yea,  had  the  Indians  been  more 
dcsLtrous  in  military  affurs,  th^  mig^t  have  de> 
fended  that  paflage,  and  not  let  one  man  paik     A 
Itcdc  while  after  they  came  to  a  Jarge  champ£^gi>, 
opaa»  and  fun  of  fine  meadows :  hence  they  couM 
perceive  at  a  diftance  before  them  fome  Indians  cm 
she  top  of  a  moontam,  near  the  way  by  vriiich  thefr 
were  to  pa(s :  they  (ent  fifty  men,  the  nimbleft  thefr 
Jiad,  totry  to  catch  any  of  them,  and  force  them  to 
4iicoTer  their  compaoioDS  \  bot  all  in  tain ;  for  tbqr 
efcaped  by  thdr  nimbieixfi^  md  prdently  fliewed 
Ihemfeltes  in  another  plaoa,  hdlowiag  to  the  Eng- 
MObl^  and  crying^  Alajwtma^  mUfiBoma^  tanm^ 
dot,  ierru  hgle/it :  that  is,  *^  To^  the  plaiOt  to  the 
*<  phitt,  ye  cuckolds,  ye  Engli(h  dogs.**     Bleaa 
while  the  ten  pirates  that  were  wounded,  weie 
drefled  and  phiftered  up. 

Here  was  a  wood,  aiLi  on  each  fide  a  mountain. 
The  Indians  pofldlcd  themicivcs  of  one,  and  tfar 
piram  of  the  other.  Captain  Morgan  wa»  perfoai- 
cd  the  Spaniards  had  placed  an  ambufeide  there,  it 
lying  ib  conveniently:  hereppoa  be.Cent  %<^  mot 
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Ui  teardi  it.  The  Sptniards  and  lodkiif  perodring 
the  pinuea  defcend  the  moootaio^  did  lb  too^  as  if 
they  defigned  to  attack  them  ;  bat  being  got  intcl 
the  wood,  out  of  fight  of  the  pirates^  they  were 
&en  BO  more,  leaving  the  paflage  opea» 

About  Dfght  fdl  a  sreat  rain,  which  caofed  the 
pirates  to  march  the  niftert  and  feek  for  honies  to 
preferve  their  arms  from  being  wet ;  but  the  1n- 
diaes  had  fet  fire  to  erery  one,  and  driven  away  aU 
tfieir  cattle,  that  the  pfaaies,  finding  aeilher  houfes 
nor  viAualt»  mkht  be  conftraioed  to  return :  bo^ 
after,  diligent  learch,  they  found  a  few  (hepherda 
fants,  bot  fai  diem  nothing  to  cat.  Thefe  not  hoU- 
ing  many  men,,  they  plaoed  in  them  out  of  every 
company,  a  fi»iU  nnmber,  who  kept  the  arms  of  the 
reft ;  thim  who  remained  in  the  open  fidd,  endured 
much  hardfliip  tliat  nighty  the  saia  not  cealing  tiQ 
moraiag. 

Next  morning,,  about  break  <^  day,  bdng  the 
ninth  of  this  tedious  Journey,  captdn  Morgan  march- 
ed OD  whUe  the  frem  air  ct  the  monnng  laftcd ;  for 
the  doads  banging  yet  over  ibdr  heads,  were  much 
^Qore  favourable  thaia  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fa% 
the  way  being  now  mote  difficult  than  beforq. 
After  two  hours  march  thqr  discovered  about  twen- 
ty  Spaniards,  who  obfcrved  tbdr  motions:   they 
endeavoured  to  catch  fome  of  them,  but  could  nor^ 
they  fnddenly  difappearing  and  abfcondkig  them^ 
felves  in  caves  among  the  rocks,  unknown  to  thf 
pirates.    At  laft,  afcending  a  high  mountain^  they 
difcovered  the  Sonth-Sea:  this  happy  fight,  as  if  ft 
were  the  end  of  their  labours,  caufed  infinite  joy 
among  them;   hence  thqr  could  defcry  alfo  one 
flijp  and  fix  boats,  which  were  fet  forth  from  Pa^ 
nama,  and  failed  towards  the  iflands  of  Torago  and 
Tova^lla  y  then  they  came  to  a  val^  where  they 
found  nuich  cattle^,  whtceof  they  kiUicd  good  ftani 

here. 
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here,  while  fome  killed  and  flayed  cows,  horfes,  bull$^ 
.and  chiefly  afTes,  of  which  there  were  moft,  otbers- 
kindled  flres,  and  got  wood  to  roaft  them ;    then 
cutting  the  flefli  into  convenient  pieces,  or  gobbets^ 
they  threw  them  into  the  fire,  and  half  carbonadoed 
or  roafted,  they  devoured  them  with  incredible  hafle 
and  appetite  ;  fuch  was  their  hunger,  a*  they  more 
refembJed  cannibals  than  Europeans,  the  blood  many 
times  running  down  from  their  beards  to  their  waifls.- 
Having  fatisfied  their  hunger,  captain  Morgan  or- 
dered them  to  continue  the  march.     Here,  agaioy 
he  fent  before  the  main  body  50  men  to  take  lome 
prifoners,  if  they  could;   for  he  was  much  con* 
cerned^  that  in  nine  days  he  could  not  meet  one 
perfon  to  inform  him  of  the  condition  and  force  of 
the  Spaniards.  About  evening  they  difcovered  about 
200  Spaniards,  who  hollowed  to  the  pirates,  but 
they  underftood  not  what  they  faid.     A  little  while 
after  they  came  in  fight  of  the  highcfl  ftecple  of  Pa^ 
nama;    this  they  no  fooner  difcovered,  but  they 
(hewed  figns  of  extreme  joy,  calling  up  their  hats 
into  the  air,  leaping  and  (hooting,  juft  as  if  they 
ftad  already  Obtained, the  viftory,  and  accompliflied 
their  defigns.      All  their  trumpets  founded,    and 
drums  beat,  in  token  of  this  alacrity  of  their  minds  : 
thus  they  pitched   their  camp  for  that  night,  with 
general  content  of  the  whole  army,  waiting  with 
impatience  for  the  morning,  when  they  intended  to 
attack  the  city.     This  evening  appeared  50.  horfc, 
who  came  out  of  the  city,  on  the  noife  of  the  drums 
and  trumpets,  to  obferve,  as  it  was  thought,  their 
motions :  they  came  almoft  within  muflcet-fliot  pf  . 
the  army,   with  a   trumpet  that  founded  marve* 
Toufly  well.    T  hofe  on  borfeback  hollowed  aloud  to 
the  pirates,  and  threatened  them,  faying,  Perros  i 
nos  voremos :  that  is,  "  Ye  dogs !  we  Aall  meet  ye,!' 
Having  made  this  menace,  they  returned  to  the  city, 

except 
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except  cmly  fcvcn  or  dght  harfemeQ,  who  hoTcrcd 
thereabouts  to  watch  their  motions.  Immediately 
after  the  city  fired,  and  ceafed  not  to  play  their 
biggeft  guns  all  night  long  againd  the  camp,  but 
with  little  or  no  harm  to  the  pirates,  whom  they 
coald  not  eafily  reach.  Now  ^llo  the  200  Spaniards, 
whom  the  pirates  had  feen  in  the  afternoon,  ap- 
peared again,  making  a  (how  of  blocking  up  the 
paflages,  that  no  pirates  might  efcape  their  hands. 
But  the  pirates,  though  in  a  manner  befieged,  in- 
ftead  of  fearing  their  blockades,  as  foon  as  they  had 
placed  centittels  about  their  camp,  opened  their 
(atchels,  and  without  any  napkins  or  plates,  fell  to 
eating,  very  heartily,  the  pieces  of  bulls  an^^horfcs 
flcQi  which  they  had  referved  fince  noon.  This 
done,  they  laid  themMves  down  to  fleep  on  the 
grafs,  with  great  repof<;  and  fatisfadlion,  expecting 
only,  with  impatience,  the  dawning  qf  the  next  day. 

The  tenth  day,  betimes  in  the  morning,  they  put 
all  their  men  in  order,  and,  with  drums  and  trum- 
pets founding,  marched  direftly  towards  the  city ; 
but  one  of  the  guides  defired  ciptain  Morgan  not  to 
take  the  common  highway,  left  they  fliould  find  in 
U  many  ambufcades.  He  took  his  advice,  and  chofe 
another  way  through  the  wood,  though  very  irk- 
-fome  and  difficult.  The  Spaniards  perceiving  the 
pirates  had  taken  another  way  they  fcarce  had 
thought  on,  were  compelled  to  leave  their  ftopsand. 
l)atteries,  and  conae  out  to  meet  theitc  The  go- 
vernor of  Panama  put  his  forces  in  order,  confift- 
ing  of  two  fquadrons,  four  regiments  of  foot,  and 
a  huge  number  of  wild  bulls,  which  were  driven 
by  a  great  number  of  Indians,  with  fome  negroes, 
and  others  to  help  them.  • 

The  pirates,  now  upon  their  march,  came  to 
the  top  of  a  little  hill,  whence  they  had  a  large 
profpeft  of  the  city  and  champaign  country  under- 
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ficath ;  here  they  difcovered  the  forces  of  the  people 
of  Panacna,  ia  battle  array,  to  be  fo  nDmerotis,  that 
they  were  furprized  with  fear^  much  doubting  the 
fortune  of  the  day ;  yea,  few  or  none  there  were 
but  wiflied  tbefnfelves  at  home,  or  at  leaft  free  from 
fhe  obligation  of  that  eogagement.  It  fo  nearly  coa- 
ceming  their  Uvea.     Having  beeh  fome  time  wa- 
tering in  their  minds  they  at  laft  refleAed  on  the 
ftratghts  they  had  brought  themfelves  into,  and  that 
now  they  muft  either  fight  refoiutely,  or  die  ;  for 
no  quarter  could  be  expelled  from  an  enemy  aa 
whom  they  had  comipittcd  fo  maur  cruelties :  here- 
iipon  they  encouraged  one  another^   refdving  to 
conqaer,  or  fpend  the  laft  drop  of  blood,     Theo 
they  divided  themielves  into  three  battalions,  fend- 
ing before  200  Bucaniers,  who  were  very  dextrous 
at  thdr    guns  ;    then  defcending  the  hill,  they 
marched  dtre£Hy  towards  the  Spaniards,  who  in  a 
fpacious  field  waited  for  their  coming.    As  foon  as 
they  drew  nigh,  the  Spaniards  began  to  (hout  and 
cry,  Viviilny!  "God  fave  the  king!"  and  im- 
mediately  thor  horfe  moved  againft  the  pirates. 
But  the  fields  being  full  of  quags,  and  foft  under 
foot,  they  could  not  wheel  about  as  they  de/ired. 
The  200  Bucaniers  who  went  before,  each  putting 
one  knee  to  the  ground,  began  the  batde  brifkly 
with  a  full  volley  of  (hot :  the  Spaniards  defended 
themfehres^urageoufly,   doing  all  they  could  to 
diforder  the  pirates.     Their  foot  endeavoured  to 
lecond  the  hone,  but  were  conftrained  by  the  pirates 
to  leave  them.  .  Finding  themfelves  baffled,  they 
attempted  to  drive  the  bulls  againft  them  behind^ 
to  put  thsm  into  diforder;  but  the  wild  cattle  ran 
away,  frig)ited  with  the  noife  of  the  battle ;  only 
fome  few  brdce  through  the  Engliflv  companies,  and 
only  tore  the  colours  m  pieces,  while  the  Bucaniers 
ftu>t  every  one  of  them  dead. 

The 
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I    greateft  part  of  the  SfaoKh  Jiorfe  was  mined,  tod 

.     alaoA  all  killed^,  tbe  reft  Bed,  whkh  the  foot  (ee- 

I    kig,  and  that  they  coald  not  pcrfEUy  prcyail,  they 

difcharged  the  ihot  they  bad  in  thefar  muftets^  and 

ihrowiiig  them  down,  fled  away»  every  one  as  he 

cooid.     The  pirates  coald  oot  follow  theai,  being 

too  much  harraOed  aod  wearied  with  tlidr  long  joor« 

sey.     Many  not  being  able  to  fly  whither  they  de* 

fired,  hid  tbemielves,  for  that  prefent,  among  the 

flunbs  of  the  fea-fide,  bur  very  nnfortanaiely  \  for 

I     iDoft  of  them  being  found  by  the  pirates,  were  in« 

I     flantly  killed  without  any  quarter.    Some  religiotis 

mcR  wete  brought  prifoners  before  captain  Morgan } 

but  he  being  deaf  to  thdr  cries,  commanded  ^eai 

I     all  to  be  piflolled,  which  was  done.     Soon  after 

tbey  brought  a  captain  to  him,  whom  he  examined 

\     Tcry  ftriftik^   particularly,  wherein  confifted  the 

forces  of  th%  of  Panama  t  He  anfwered,  thefa-  wbete 

I      firei^th  confifted  in  400  horfe,  24  companies  of 

foot,,  each  of  100  men  complete  ^  io  Indians,  and 

L     fome  negroes,  who  were  to  drive  2000  wild  bulls 

f     upon  the  Englifli,  and  thus  by  breaking  their  fifes^ 

put  them  into  a  total  difocder :  bcfide»  that  in  tbe 

dty  they  had  nude  trenches,  and  raifed  batteries  in 

I    -feveral  places,  in  all  which  they  had  placed  many 

i     guns ;  aiKl  that  at  the  entry  of  the  highway  leading 

f     to  the  city»  they  had  built  a  fort,  mounted  with  • 

great  brafs  guns,  defended  by  50  men.^ 

Captain  Morgan  haying  heard  this,  gave  orders 
inftantly  to  march  another  way;  but  fiirft  he  made  a 
L  review  of  his  men,  whereof  he  found  both  kiHed 
and  wounded  a  coafiderable  number,  ^d  much 
\  greater  than  had  been  believed.  Of  the  Spaniards 
were  found  600  dead  on  tbe  place,  Seudes  the 
wounded  and  prifoners.  The  pirates,  nothing  dif- 
touraged  on  feeing  their  number  fo  diminHbed,  but 

rather 
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rather   filled^  whh  greater  pride,   pcrccmng  'what 
a  great  advantage  they  had  obtained  againft  their 
enemies,  having  reAed  fome  time,  prepared  to  inarch 
courageoufly  towards  the  city,  plighting  their  oaths 
lo  one  aiJbther,  that  they  would  Hght  till  not  a  man 
was  left  alive.    With  this  courage  they  re-commeoc- 
ed  their  march,  either  to  conquer  or  be  conquered, 
carrying.with  them  all  the  priibners. 
.    They  found  much  difficulty  in  their  approach  ta 
the  city,  for  within  the  town  the  Spaniards  had 
placed  many  great  guns  at  feveral  quarters,    fome 
charged  with  fmall  pieces  of  iron,  and  others  with 
mufket-bullets ;  with  all  thefe  they  faluted  the  pi- 
rates at  their  approaching,  and  gave  them  full  and 
frequent  broadfides,  firing  at  them  inceflantly;  fa 
that  unavoidably  they  loft  at  every  ftep  great  num- 
bers of  men.     But  thefe  raanifeft  dangers  of  their 
lives,  nor  the  fight  of  fo  many  as  dryped  conti- 
nually at  their  fides,   could  deter  throi  from  ad- 
vanciQg,  and  gaining  ground  every  moment  on  the 
enemy :  and  though  the  Spaniards  never  ceafed  to 
fire,  and  aft  the  beft  they  could  for  their  defence, 
yet  they  Were  forced  to  yield,  after  three  hours  com- 
bat.    And  the  pirates  having  poffelTed  themfclvcs, 
killed  anddeftroyed  all  that  attempted  in  the  leaft  to 
oppofe  them.     The  inhabitants  had  tranfported  the 
beft  of  their  goods  to  more  remote  and  occult  places ; 
howbeit,  they  found  in  the  city  feveral  warehoufcs 
well  flocked  with  merchandize,  as  well  filks  and 
cloths  as  linen,  and  other  things  of  plue.    As  foon 
as  the  firft  fury  of  their  entrance  was  over,  captain 
Morgan  alTembled  his  men,  and  commanded  them, 
under  great  penalties,    not  to  drink  or  tafte  any 
wine ;  and  the  reafon  he  gave  for  it  was,  becaufe 
he  had  intelligence  that  it  was  all  poifoned  by  the 
Spiniards.     Howbeir,  it  was  thought  he  gave  thefe 
prudent  orders  to  prevent  the  debauchery  of  his 

people. 
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peoplej  which  he  f  orefaw  wool  J  be  very  great  at  the 
tirft.  after  fo  much  hunger  fuftaiued  by  the  way  ; 
fearing  withal,  left  the  Spaniards,  feeing  them  in 
wine,  (hoold  rally,  and  falling  oa  the  ci^y  ufe  them 
as  inhumanly  as  diey  had  ufed  the  inhabitants  be* 
fore. 

CHAP.     XX. 

Captain  Morgan  finds  canoes  and  teats  to  the  Soutb^ 
fia>  He  fires  the  city  of  Panama,  Robberies  and 
cruelties  committed  there  by  the  pirates,  till  their 
return  to  the  caftle  of  Chagre. 

/^Aptain  Morgan,  as  fdon  as  he  had  placed  neceflary 
guards  at  fcveral  quartei's,  within  and  without 
the  city,  commanded  twenty-Hve  men  to  ieiae  agreat 
boat  which  had  ftuck  in  the  mud  ^f  the  port  for 
>»anf  of  water  at  a  low  tide.  The  fame  day  about 
noon  he  can  fed  fire  privately  to  be  fet  to  fevcral  great 
edifices  of  the  city,  no  body  knowing  who  were  the 
antbors  thereof,  much  lefs  on  what  motives  captain 
Morgan  did  it,  which  are  unknown  to  this  day:  the 
fireincreafed  fo  that  before  night  the  greateft  part  of 
thc^  city  was  in  a  flame.  Capiain  Morgan  pretended 
the  Spaniards  had  done  it,  percdving  that  his  owa 
people  reflefted  on  him  for  that  aflioo..  Msiny  of  tlie 
Spaniards,  and  fame  of  the  pirates,  did  what  they 
could,  cither  to  quench  the  flame,  or  by  blowing  up 
hoafeS^vith  gunpowder,  and  pulling  down  otliers,  to 
ibp  it,  but  in  vain ;  for  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  it  con- 
fumed  a  whole  ftrcet.  All  the  houfigs  of  this  city  were 
built  with  cedar,  veiy  curious  and  magnificent,  and 
richly  adorned,  efpectally  with  hangings  and  paint- 
ings, whereof  part  were  before  removed,  and  another 
great  part  wei«  confumed  by  fire. 
There  were  ia  tliiscity  (which  is  the  fee  of  a  bifhop) 
Vol.  I,  1  eight 
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eight  monafteries,  feven  for  men,  and  oneforwomeo, 
twoftately  churches,  and  one  hofpital.  The  churches 
and  monafteries  were  richly  adorned  with  ahar- pieces 
and  paintings,  much  gold  and  filver,  with  other  pre- 
cious things ;  all  which  the  ecclcfiaflicks  had  bidden, 
Befides  which,  here  were  two  ihoufand  houfcs  of 
magnificent  building,  the  greateft  part  inhabited  by 
merchants  vaftly  rich-  For  the  refl  of  Icfs  quality,  and 
tradefmen,  this  city  contained  5,000  more.  Here 
vrere  alfo  many  llables  for  the  horfes  and  mules  that 
carry  the  plate  of  the  king  of  Spain,  as  well  as  pri- 

't^ate  men,  towards  the  North-fea.  The  neighbouring 
fields  are  full  of  fertile  plantations  andpleafant  gar- 
dens, afibrdin  g  delicious  profpeAs  to  the  inhabitants 

'  all  the  year. 

The  Geneofe  had  in  this  city  a  ftately  houfe  for 
their  trade'  of  negroes.  This  likewife  was  by 
captain  Morgan  burnt  to  very  ground,  befides  which 
building,  there  were  confumed  200  warchoufcs,  and 
many  flaves,  who  had  hid  themfelves  therein,  with 
innumerable  facks  of  meal;  the  fire  of  which  continued 
four  weeks  after  it  had  began.  The  greateft  part  of 
the  pirates  ftill  encamped  without  the  city,  fearing 
and  expefting  the  Spaniards  would  come  and  fight 
them  anew,  it  being  known  they  outnumbered  the 
pirates.  This  made  them  keep  the  field,  to  prefcrve 
their  forces  united,  now  much  diminilhcd  by  their 
lofTes.  Their  wounded,  which  were  many,  they  put 
into  one  church  which  remained  ftanding,  the  reft  t 
ing  confumed  by  the  fire.  Befides  ihele  decreafes 
their  men,  captain  Morgan  hnd  fent  a  convoy  of 
1 50  men  to  the  caftk  of^Chagre,  to  carry  the  news  of 
his  viftory  to  Panama. 

They  faw  often  whole  troops  of  Spaniards  run  to 
and  fro  in  the  fields,  which  made  them  fufpeA  their 
rallying,  which  they  never  had  the  courage  to  do. 
Ja  the  sftcroooa  captain  Morgan  re-entered  the  city 

with 
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mth  his  troops,  thai  every  one  might  take  op  their 
lod^ngs,  which  now  they  could  hardly  find,  few 
boufes  having  cfcapcd  the  lire ;  thea  they  fought 
very  direfuUy  amoog  the  ruios  and  a(bc$  for  utenflls 
of  plaic  or  gold,  that  were  not  quite  wafted  by  the 
flames  ;  and  of  fuch  thfiy  found  no  fmall  number, 
efpecially  in  wells  and  cifterns,  where  the  Spaniards 
had  hid  them* 

Next  day  captain  Morgan  dlfpatched  away  two 
troops  of  1 50  men  each,  ftout  and  well  armed,  to 
feek  for  the  inhabitants  who  were  efcaped.  Thefe 
having  made  feverai  excurfions  up  and  down  the 
,  fields,  ^woods,  and  mountains  adjacent,  returned  af- 
ter two  days,  bringing  above  200  prifoner^,  men, 
women,  and  Haves.  The  {ame  day  returned  alfo 
the  boat  which  captain  Morgan  had  fent  to  the  South* 
fea,  bringing  three  other  boats  which  they  had  taken. 
Bat  all  ihefe  prizes  they  could  willingly  have  given, 
and  greater  labour  Into  the  bargain,  for  one  galleon, 
which  miraijuloufly  efcaped,  richly  laden  with  all  the 
king's  plate,  jewels,  and  other  pecious  goods  of  the 
beft  and  richeft  merchants  of  Panama:  on  board 
which  were  alfo  the  religious  women  of  the  nunnery, 
who  had  embarked  with  them  all  the  ornaments  of 
the'u:  church,  coniiftiog  in  much  gold,  pkite,  and  other 
things  of  great  value. 

The  ftrength  of  this  galleon  was  inconfiderablc, 
having  only  Teven  guns,  and  ten  or  twelve  muikcts, 
and  very  ill  provided  of  viftuals,  neceflaiies,  and  frefh 
water,  having  t^o  more  fails  than  the  uppermoft  pf 
the  nuiinmail:  this  account  the  pirates  received 
from  fome  who  had  fpoke  with  {even  mariners  be- 
longing to  the  gaUjeou,  who  came  albore  in  the  cock- 
boat for  frefh  water.  Hence  they  concluded  they 
might  eafiiy  have  taken  it,  had  they  given  her  chace, 
as  they  (hould  have  done ;  but  they  were  impeded 
firomfol^^ing  this  yaftly  rich  prize  by  thcjr  lafciyi- 
;      I  12  '  "  ous 
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OU8  exerrifes  with  women,  nvhich  they  had  carried 
and  forced  on  board  their  boat.     To  this  vice  were 
:iUb  joined  thofeof  gluttony  and  drookennefs,  having 
pteotffully  debauched  themfelves  with  feveral  rich 
wines  they  found  ready,  choofing  rather  to  fatiate  their 
lofts  and  appetites  than  to  lay  hold  on  fuch  huge 
ndvantage ;  fmce  this  otily  prize  would  have  been  of 
far  greater  value  than  all  they  got  at  Panama,  afid 
the  places  thereabouts.   Next  day,  repenting  of  their 
negligence,  being  weary  of  their  vices  and  debauch- 
cries,  they   fet  forth  another  boat  well  armed,  to 
purfnc  with  all  fpeed  the  faid  galleon ;  but  in  vain, 
the  Spaniards  who  were  on  board  having  had  intclli* 
gence  of  their  own  danger  one  or  two^ys  befo*^, 
while  the  pirates  were  cruizing  fo  near  them ;  where- 
tipon  they  fled   to  places  more  remote  and  un- 
known. 

The  pirates  found  in  the  ports  of  the  ifiand  of  Ta- 
▼oga  and  Ttvogtlla  feveral  boats  laden  with  very 
good  roerchandiae ;  all  which  they  took,  and 
brought  to  Panama,  where  they  made  an  t^iaft  re- 
lation of  al!  that  had  pafTed  to  captain  Morgan. 
The  piifoner^  ioonfirmcd  what  the  pirates  faid,  add- 
ing, that  they  undoubtedly  knew  where  th^galledn 
might  then  be,  but  that  it  was  very  probaWe  they 
had  been  relieved  before  now  from  other  places. 
This  ftirred  up  captain  Morgan  anew  to  fend  forth 
ail  the  boats  in  the  port  of  Panama  to  feck  the  faid 
galleon  tHl  they  couM  find  her.  Thefe  boats,  being 
in  all  four,  after  ^ight  days  cmiting  to  and  fro,  aftd 
fearchlng  feveral  ports  ;ind  ci-eeks,  toft  all  hopes  of 
finding  her ;  hereupon  they  returned  to  Tavoga  and 
Tavogilla;  here  they  found  a  reafonable  good 
ftiip  newly  come  from  Payw,  laden  with  ck>th,  foap, 
fugar,  and  biflcet,  with  20,000  pieces  of  eight : 
this  they  inftantly  feteed  without  the  leaft  refiftance,  as 
a^  a  boffty  wUch  was  not  faroS^  on  which  they 
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1  laJed  great  part  of  the  merchandizes  from  the  fliip, 
with  fomc  flaves.  With  this  purcliafe  they  rcmrneil 
to  Panama  foaiewhat  better  fatisfied ;  yet  witb«l 
much  difccntented  iihat  they  could  not  meet  with  the 
galleon. 

The  convoy  which  captain  Morgan  had  fent  to  the 
cailie  of  Chagre  reinrned  much  about  the  fanic 
tone,  bringing  with  them  very  good  news  :  for  while 
captain  Morgan  was  on  his  journey  to  Pan;inia,  ih\>lo 
he  had  left  in  the  ca(l!e  of  Chagre  had  fent  forth  iwj 
bcxats  to  cruize.  Thcfe  met  with  a  Spanilli  fliip, 
which  they  chafed  wiihin  fight  of  the  caiilc  :  ihid 
being  perceived  by  the  pirates  in  the  cailie,  :h<y 
put  forth  Spaniih  colours,  to  deceive  the  (liip  that 
fled  before  the  boats ;  and  the  poor  Spaniards,  think* 
ing  to  take  refuge  under  the  caftle,  were  caught  ia 
a  (nare,  and  made  prifoners.  The  cargo  on  board 
the  f^id  venel  confuted  in  vlfluala  and  provifions, 
tbtu  which  nothing  coul4  be  more  opportune  for 
the  caftle^  where  tt^y  began  alre^y  to  waqt  thing* 
of  that  kind. 

Th4s  good  lock  of  thofe  of  Chagre  caufed  captain 
Morgan  to  ftay  longer  at  Panama,  ordeiing  fevctal 
»ew  cxcurlions  into  the  country  round  about ;  and 
while  the  pirates  at  Panama  were  upon  thefe  cxpcdi- 
^ions,  thofe  at  Chagre  were  bufy  m  piracios  on  the 
North'fea.  Captain  Morgan  fent  forth  daily  partie* 
of  200  men,  to  make  inroads  into  all  the  country 
round  about ;  and  when  one  party  came  back,  an- 
wher  went  forth,  who  foon  gathered  much  riches^ 
and  many  prifofiers.  Thefe  being  brought  into  the 
city,  were  put  to  the  moft  exquifite  tortures,  to 
i&aike  them  confefs  boch  other  people's  goods  and 
^hcir  own.  Here  it  happened  that  one  poor  wretch, 
was  found  in  the  honfe  of  a  perfon  of  quality,  who- 
fcadputon,  amidft  the  confufion,  a  pair  of  tafFcty 
beeches  of  hia  mailer's^  with  a  little  iiiver  key  hai^« 
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ing  out ;  perceiving  which  tbcy  afked  him  for  the 
cabinet  of  the  faid  key.  His  anfwer  was,  he  knew^ 
not  what  was  become  of  it,  but  that  finding  thofe 
breeches  in  his  matter's  houfe,  he  had  made  bold  to 
wear  them.  Not  being  able  to  get  any  other  anfwer,  • 
they  pot  him  on  the  rack,  and  inhumanly  disjointed 
his  arms  ;  then  they  twifted  a  cord  about  his  fore- 
head, which  they  wrung  fo  hard,  that  bis  eyes  ap* 
peared  as  big  as  eggs,  and  were  ready  to  fall  out. 
But  with  thefe  torments  not  obtaining  any  pofitive 
anfwer,  they  hung  him  up  by  the  tefticles,  giving  him 
many  blows  and  ftripes  under  that  intolerable  pain 
aftd  poftare  of  body ;  afterwards  they  cut  of  his 
nofe  and  ears,  and  finged  his  face  with  burning  flraw 
till  he  could  not  fpeak,  nor  lament  his  mifery  any 
longer:  then,  lofing  all  hopes  of  any  confeffion,* 
they  bads  negro  run  him  through,  which  put  an  end 
to  his  life,  and  to  their  inhuman  tortures.  Thus 
did  many  others  of  tliofe  miferable  prifoners  finifh 
iheir  days,  the  common  fport  and  recreation  of  thefe 
pirates  being  fuch  tragedies. 

They  fpared,  in  thefe  their  cruelties,  no  fex  nor 
condition :  for  as  to  religious  pcrfons,  and  priefts, 
they  granted  them  left  quarter  than  others  unlefs'they 
could  produce  a  confiderable  fum  fufficientfor  ranfom. 
Women  were  no  better  ufed^  except  they  fubmitted 
to  their  filthy  lufts  ;  for  fuch  as  woold  not  confcnt, 
were  treated  with  all  the  rigour  imaginable.  CaptalQ 
Morgan  gave  them  no  good  example  in  this  point ; 
for  when  any  beautiful  woman  was  brought  prifoner 
•to  his  prefencc,  Re  nfed  all'  means,  both  of  rigour 
and  mildnefs,  to  bend  them  to  Tils  lafcivious  pleafure. 
For  confitination  of  which,  I  (hall  give  a  (hort  bif- 
tbry  of  a  lady,  whofe  virtue  and  conftancy  ought  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity. 

Among  the  prifoncrs  brought  by  the  pirates  from 

Tavoga  and  Tavogilla  was    a  gentlewoman  of  good 

4  quality, 
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qaality ,  an^  no  lefs  virtue  and  chaflity,  wife  to  one  of 
the  ricbeft  merchants  there.     She  was  young,  and  fo 
beautiful,  as  perhaps  few  in  all  Europe  furpafled  her, 
cither   in  comdinefs  or  honcfty.     Herhulband  tlien 
was  from  home,  being  gone  as  far  as  Peru  about  hi» 
commerce  and  trade.     This  virtuous  lady,  henriug 
cf  the  pirates  coming,  had  fled,  with  other  friends  and 
relations,  to  prcfcrve  her  life  from  the  cruellies  nnd 
tyranniesofthofeh.ird-hearted enemies ;  but  nofooner 
did  £he    appear  before  captain  Morgan,  but  ftie  was 
defigned  for  his  plcafure.     Hereupon  he  lodged  her 
in  an   apartment  by  herfelf,  giving  her  a  m*gro,  or 
black    woman,    to  wait  on   her,    and   treaied  her 
with  all  reff>cft  due  to  her  quality.  The  poor  aiJli^td 
lady  begged,  with  many  fobs  and  tears,    to  lodf^e 
amcmg  the  other  pi  ifoners,  her  relations  fearing  tJiac 
iirexpedlcd  kindncfs  of  the  commaiu^cr  might  I  c  a 
deijgD  on  her  chaility.     But  captain  Morgan  would 
by  no  means  hearkea  to  her^   but  commanded  Oie 
ihould  be  treated  with  more  particular  care  than  be- 
fore, and  have  her  viChials  from  his  own  table. 

This  lady  iiad  formerly  heard  very  flrange  repons 
concerning  the  pirates,  as  if  they  were  not  men,  but* 
as  they  faid,  hereticks,  who  did  neiiher  invoke  the 
bleflcd  Trinity,  nor  believe  in  Jcfus  Chrift.  But  now 
fhe  began  to  have  better  thoughts  of  them,  upon 
thcfe civilities  of  captain  Morgan;  efpecialJy  hearing 
him  many  dmes  fwear  by  God  and  Jefus  Chrift,  in 
whom,  (he  thought,  they  did  not  believe.  Nor  did 
Ihe  think  them  to  be  To  bad,  or  to  have  the  fliapes  of 
beads,  as  had  been  related.  As  to  the  name  of  rob- 
bers or  thieves,  commonly  given  them,  flic  wondered 
not  much  at  it,  feeing,  among  all  nations  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  there  were  wicked  men,  covetous  to  poflefs 
the  goods  of  others.  Like  this  was  the  opinion  of 
another  woman  of  weak  underflanding  at  Panama, 
who  ufed  to  fay,  before  the  pirates  came  thither, 
flic  bad  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  a  pirate;  her 
I  4  hufband 
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hufband  having  often  to?d  her,  they  were  not  like 
other  men,  but  rather  irrational  beafts.  This  filfy 
wom^H)  happening  to  fee  the  firft  of  titem,  cried  out 
aloud,  *  Jefus  blefs  me!   thcfe  thieves  are  like  ns 

•  Spaniards/ 

This  fefle  civility  of  captain  Morgan  towards  this 
fcdy,  as  is  ufual  tofuch  as  pretend,  and  cannot  obtain, 
was  foon  changed  into  barbarons  crnchy ;  for  afcer 
thrceorfotir  days  became  to  fee  her,  and  entertained 
her  uiih  lafcivious  difcourfes,  defiring  the  accom* 
piifcment  of  his  lull.  The  virtuous  lady  conftamly 
denied  him  with  much  civility,  and  4nany  humble  . 
and  modeft  expreffions ;  but  captain  Morgan  ftill  per- 
fifted  -  in  his  bafe  requeft,  prefenting  to  her  much 
pearly  gold^  and  whatever  he  had  that  was  precious 
and  valuable^:  but  the  lady,  not  willing  to  confent 
or  accept  his  prefents,  feewing  herfelf  like  Sufannah 
for  conftancy,  he  prefently  changed  his  note,  ftod 
iddrefTed  l>er  in  aftiothcr  tooe^  threateniaga  thoufand 
cruelties  and  hard  afages :  to  «ii  which  fivs  gttve  ofil^ 
this  refolute  and  pofitive  atifwer :  *  Sir,  my  life  is  In 

•  your  hands ;  but  ai>lD  my  body,  In  relation  to  that 

•  which  you  would  perfwade  me  to,  m^  foul  (ball 

•  fooner  be  feparated  from  It  through  the  violence  of 

•  your  arms,  than  I  Ihall  condefoend  to  your  requtft.* 
Captain  Morgan  tinderftabding  this  her  heroic  refohi* 
lion,  comnwinded  her  to  be  dripped  of  the  beft  of 
hfer  appard,  and  imprifoncd  in  a  darkfome  ftinking 
Cellar:  here  (he  was  allowed  a  fmali  quantity  of  meat 
ind  drink,  wherewith  (he  had  much  ado  to  ftiftaiit 
herlFfe. 

Under  this  hnrd(hip  the  virtuous  lady  prayed  dnily 
to  God  Almighty  for  conftancy  and  patience ;  but 
taptain  Morgan,  now  thoroughly  convinced  of  hesr 
chafte  rcfolntions,  as  alfo  defirbus  to  conceal  th^ 
caufe  of  her  hard  ufage,  fmce  many  of  his  compani- 
ons cotopaflionated  her  condition,  pretended  ftie  held 
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intettigence  with'  the  Spaniardk^  «ad  correfpondecf 
with  thein»  aba£fig  his  Icoky  aad  kifKJoeis.  I  myfdf 
wras  an  eye-wkoefs  ther^f,  aad  covld  never  have 
judged  fuchconftanqr  aad  cbaflity  to  be  found  in  the 
world,  tf  my  ovm  eyes  and  ears  had  not  aflfured  m% 
tbereoif.  But  of  this  iocoasparable  lady  I  ihall  (47 
iboiething  more  hereafter. 

Captain  Morgan  hamg  npw  been  at  Poaama  fuU 
fhr^e  weeks«  command^  all  tbiags  to  be  prepared 
ibr  his  departure.  He  ordered  every  company  of 
men  to  feek  fo  many  beafis  of  carriage  asmightconvejr 
the  whole  fpoil  to  the  river  where  bis  caaoes  lay.  About 
this  time  there  was  a  great  rumour,  that  a  conCdcr- 
able  number  of  prates  intended  to  leave  captain  Mor^ 
gan,  and  that  taking  a  (hip  then  in  the  port,  tbey 
deteimined  to  go  and  rob  on  the  South *f<»,  till  they 
had  f}ot  as  much  as  they  thought  fit,  and  then  return* 
homewards  by  way  of  the  Eafllndics.  For  which- 
purpofc  they  had  gathered  much  provifions,  which? 
they  had  hid  in  private  places,  with  fufficient  powder;^ 
bullets,  and  all  other  aoMauliition ;  likewise  fome 
greatgofis  belonging  to  the  town/teufkets,  andothc^ 
things,whcrcwith  they  defigned  not  only  to  equip  their 
veflel,  but  i©^  fortify  themfclvesin  fome  ifland, which 
might  ferve  thera  for  a  place  of  refu^. 

This  defjgn  had  certainly  taken  tSk(\,  had  nor 
captain  Morgan  had  timely  advice  of  it  from  one  of 
their  comrjides ;  hcieupon  he  commanded  the  malw- 
naaft  of  the  faid  (hip  to  be  cut  down,  and  burnt  with 
all  the  other  boats  in  the  port :  hereby  the  intemions 
tk  all,  or  moil  of  his  companions,  v^rc  Totally  fruf- 
trated.  Then  captain  Morgan  fent  many  of  the 
Spaniards  into  the  adjoining  fields  and  country  to* 
fcek  for  naoney  to ranfom  not  only  themfelrea,  but  the 
reft  of  the  prifoners,  as  likewife  the  ecclefiaflicks. 
Moreover,  h«i  commanded  all  the  artillery  of  the.  town 
'to be  nailed  and  flopped  up.  At  the  fiuae  time  he  fertt 
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out  a  ftrongcom^ay  of  men  tofisek  for  thcgovernor 
of  Panama,  of  whom  intelligcoce  was  bronght,    that 
he  had  laid  feveral  ambufcades  in  the  way  by  wHlcb 
he  ought  to  return :  bot  they  retamed  foon  after, 
faying,  they  had  not  found  any  fign  of  any  fuch  am* 
b'jfcades.     For  confirmation  whereof,  they  brought 
fomc  prifoners,  who  declared  that  the  faid  governor 
had  had  an  intention  of  making  fome  oppofition  by 
the  way,  but  that  the  men  defigned  to  dfFeft  it  were 
trnwilliug  to  undertake  it;  fo  that  for  want  of  meatis 
he  could  not  put  his  defign  in  execution* 

February  twenty-fourth  167 1,  captain  Morgan  de- 
parted from  Panama,  or  rather  from  the  place  where 
the  city  of  Panama  ftood  ;  of  the  fpoils  whereof  he 
carried  with  him  175  beads  of  carriage,  laden  with 
filver,  and  gold,  and  other  precious  things,  befide 
about  600  prifoners,  men,  women,  children, 
and  flaves.  That  day  they  came  to  a  river  that  paflcs 
through  a  delicious  plain,  a  league  from  Panama ; 
here  captain  Morgan  put  all  his  forces  into  good  or- 
der, foas  that  the  prifoners  were  in  the  middle,  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fidds  with  the  pirates,where  nothingelfc 
was  to  be  heard  but  lamentations,  cries,  (hrieks,  dole* 
ful  fighs  of  fomany  women  and  children,  who  feared 
captain  Morgan  defigned  to  tranfport  them  all  into 
his  own  country  fjf  flaves:  befidcs,  all  thofe  mifer- 
able  prifoners  endured  extream  hunger  and  thirft  at 
that  time,  which  mifery  captain  Morgan  defignedly 
caufed  them  to  fuftain,  to  excite  them  to  feek  for 
money  to  ranf^m  themfelves,  accordmg  to  the  tax 
he  had  fet  upon  every  one.  Many  of  the  women 
begged  captain  Morgan,  on  their  knees,  with  infinite 
fighs  and  tears,  to  let  them  return  to  Panama,  there 
to  live  with  their  dear  hulbands  and  children  in  lit- 
tle huts  of  f  Ira  w,  which  they  would  ereft,  feeing  thq^ 
had  no  houfes  till  the  rebuilding  of  the  city.  But 
his  anfwer  was^  ^  he  came  not  tUtber  to  hear'lamett- 
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*  cations  and  cries,  Jbut  to  feck  money ;  therefore  they 

*  ought  firft  tofeek  out  that,  where-ever  it  was  to  be 

*  had,  and  bring  it   to  him ;  otherwife  he  would 

*  afTurcdly  tranfport  them  all  tofuch  places,  whither 

*  they  cared  not  lo  go.* 

Next  day,  when  the  march  began,  thofe  lamentable 
cries  and  (hrieks  were  renewed,  fo  as  it  would  have 
caafcd  compaflion  in  the  hardeft  heart;  but  captain 
Morgan,  as  a  man  little  given  to  mercy,  was  not 
moved  in  theleail.  They  marched  in  the  fame  order  a» 
before,  one  party  of  the  pirates  in  the  van,  the  pri- 
fooers  in  the  middle,  and  the  reft  of  the  pirates  in 
the  rear,  by  whom  the  miferable  Spaniards  were  at 
every  ftep  punched  and  ihruftin  their  backs  and  fidea 
with  the  blunt  ends  of  their  arms,  to  make  them 
march  farter.  That  beautiful  and  virtuous  lady, 
mentioned  before  for  her  unparalklled  conftancy  and 
chnHity,  was  led  prifoner  by  herfelf  between  two 
pirates.  Her  lamentations  uovf  pierced  the  flcies, 
feeing  herfelf  carried  away  into  captivity,  often  crying 
to  the  pirates,  and  telling  them,  *  that  (he  had  given 

*  orders  to  two  religious  perfons,  in  whom  (he  had 

*  relied,  to  go  to  a  certain  place,  and  fetch  fo  much 
'  money  as  her  ranfom  did  amount  to;  that  they  had 
'  promifed  faithfully  to  doit,  but  having  obtained  the 

*  money,  inftead  of  bringing  it  to  her,  they  had  em- 

*  ployed  it  another  way,  to  ranfom  fonie  of  their  own 

*  and  particular  friends.'  This  ill  aflion  of  their* 
was  difcovcred  by  aflave,  who  brought  a  letter  to  the 
faid  lady.  Her  complaints,  and  the  caufe  thereof, 
being  brought  to  captain  Morgan,  he  thought  fit  to 
enquire  thereinto.  Having  found  it  to  be  true,  cfpe- 
tially  hearing  it  confirmed  by  the  confertion  of  the 
faid  religious  men,  though  under  fotoe  frivolous  dx- 
cufes,  of  having  diverted  the  money  but  for  a 
day  or  two,  ia  which  time  they  expcftcd  more  fum» 
to  repay  ii ;  he  gave  liberty  to  the  faid  lady,  whom 
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t>therwife  he  defigned  to  tranfport  to  Jamaica.  But 
he  detained  the  faid  religions  men,  as  prifoncts  in  her 
place,  ufing  them  according  to  their  deferts. 

Captain  Morgan  arriving  at  the  town  called  Cruz, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Chagre,  he  publiflied  aa 
order  among  the  prifoners,  that  within  three  days 
every  one  fhould  bring  in  their  ranfom,  under  tHc 
penjJty  of  being  tranfportcd  to  Jamncia.  Mean  while 
he  gave  orders  for  fo  much  rice  and  mail  to  be  col- 
lefted  thereabouts,  as  was  necefTary  for  viftualling 
his  fhips.  Here  fome  of  the  prifoners  were  ranfomed, 
but  many  others  could  not  bring  in  the  money.  Here- 
upon he  continued  his  voyage,  leaving  the  village  on  the 
fifth  of  March  following,  carrying  with  him  all  the 
fpoil  be  could.  Hence  he  llkewifc  led  away  fome 
new  prifoners,  inhabitants  there,  with  thofe  of 
Panama  who  had  not  paid  their  ranfoms :  but  the 
two  religious  men,  who  had  diverted  the  lady's  mo- 
ney, were  ranfomed  three  days  after  by  other  perfons, 
who  had  more  compaffion  for  them  than  they  had 
fliewed  for  her. '  About  the  middle  of  the  way  tcx 
Chagre,  captain  Morgan  commanded  them  to  be  muf- 
tered,  and  caufed  every  one  to  be  ifworn,  that  they  bad 
concealed  nothing,  not  even  to  the  value  of  fix-pence.. 
.  This  done,  captain  Morgan  knowing  thofe  lewd  fel- 
lows would  not  flick  to  fwear  falfly  for  intercft,  he 
commanded  every  one  to  be  fearched  very  ftri6tly^ 
both  in  their  clothes  and  fatchels,  and  elfewhere. 
Tea,  that  this  order  might  not  be  511  taken  by  his- 
'  companions,  he  permiacd  hlmfclf  to  be  torched  eveiv 
lo  bis  very  fhoes.To  this  efFcft,  by  common  confeitt,. 
one  was  affigned  out  of  every  company  to  be  fearchei*s 
of  the  reft.  The  French  pirates  that  affifted  on  thl» 
expedition'  difliked  this  new  prafticc  of  fearching ; 
^  but  being  out-numbered  by  the  Englifh,  they  wehe 
forced  to  lybmit  as  well  as  the  reft.  The  fearch  bb- 
ing  Qvcr^  they  re-embarked,  and  arrived  at  the  caflle 
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of  Chagrc  on  the  ninth  of  March.   Here  they  ftrct 
all  things  in  good  order,  excepting  the  woanded  tSff 
^p^hom   they  had   left  at  their   departure;  for  oi 
thefe  the    greateft    number    were  dead  of  their 
iMTonnds. 

From  Chagre,  captain  Morgan  fcnt  prefcmly  after 
his  arrival  a  great  boat  to  Ptierto  Bello,  with  all  the 
prifoners  taken  at  the  ifle  of  St.  Catherine,  demand- 
ing of  them  a  confiderable  ranfom  fcM*  the  calMe  of 
Chagre, where  he  then  was,  threatening  otherwife  to 
ruin  it.  To  this  thofe  of  Poerto  Bello  anfwered,  they 
w^onld  not  girc  one  farthing  towards  the  ranfom  of 
the  faid  caftie,  and  the  Englifh  might  do  with  it  as 
they  pleafed.     Hereupon  the  dividend  was  made  of 
all  the  fpoil  gotten  in  that  voyage  ;  every  company 
and  every  particular  pcrfon  therein  receiving  their 
proporifon,  or  ratherlwhat  part  thereof  captain  Mor* 
gan  pleafed  *to  grre  them.     For  the  reft  of  his  com- 
panions, even  of  fails  own  natloD,  murmured  at  his- 
proceediogs,  and  told  him  to  his  face,  that  he  had 
Tcferred  the  beft  jewels  to  himfelf :  for  theyjudgtd 
it  impoffible  that  no  greater  fhare  ftiould  belong  to 
them  than*  two  hondred  pieces  of  eight  per  capita^ 
of  fo  many  valuable  plunders  they  had  made ;  which, 
ftnall  fum  they  thought  too  little  for  fo  much  labour, 
and  fuch  dangers  as  they  had  been  expofed  to.    But 
captain  Morgan  was  deaf  to  all  this,  and  many  other 
like  complaints,  having  defigned  to  cheat  them  of  what 
he  could. • 

At  laft,  finding himfelfobnoxioDS  to  manycenfurcs^ 
of  his  people,  and  fearing  the  coniequeace,  he  thought 
it  unfafe  to  ftay  any  longer  at  Chagre,  but  ordered 
the  ordnance  of  the  caftle  to  be  carried  on  board  his 
fliips  ;  then  he  caiifed  moft  of  the  walls  to  be  de- 
molfiftied,  the  edifices  to  be  burnt,  and  as  many  other 
-things  ruined,  as  could  be  done  in  alhort  time:  this 
dtme,  h«  Mfcnt  fccrctly  on  board  bis  own  /hip,  with- 
out 
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w  giving  any  notice  to  bis  companions^    nn(}    put 
?^t  to  fea,  being  only  followed  by  three  or  four  vef- 
ylel8  of  the  whole  fleet.      Thefe    were  fuch    (the 
French  pirates  believed)  as  went  fliares  wi;h  captain 
Morgan  in  the  beft  part  of  the  fpoil,  which  had  been 
.  concealed  from  them  in  the  dividend.     The  French- 
men could  willingly  have  revenged  themfelves  on, 
captain  Morgan,  and  his  followers,  had  they  been 
*  able  to  encounter  him  at  fea;  but  rhey  were  defH- 
tute  of  necefTaries,   and  had  much  ado  to  find  fuffi- 
cient  proviCons  for   their  voyage  to  Jamaica,  he 
having  left  them  unprovided  for  all  things. 

CHAP.    XXL 

J  voyage  made  by  the  author  along  the  coajl  cf  Cojla 
Rica^  at  his  return  towards  Jamaica.  What  hap- 
j>ened  moft  remarkable  in  the  feud  voyage.  Some 
obfervations  then  made  by  him* 

/^Aptain  Morgan  left  ns  all  in  fuch  a  miferabic  con- 
^  dition,  as  lively  reprefented  what  reward  attends 
wickednefs  in  the  end;  whence  we  ought  to  have  learn- 
ed to  regulate  and  amend  our  aftions  for  the  fu- 
ture. We  were  fo  reduced,  that  every  company  which 
was  left,  whether  Englifti or  French,  bdng  compelled 
to  help  ihemfelves,  moft  of  them  feparated  from  each 
other,  and  feveral  companies  took  feveral  courfes  at 
their  return  homewards.  That  parly  to  which  I  did 
belong,  fteered  along  the  coaft  of  Cofta  Rica,  to  get 
provifions,  and  careen  our  veflcl  in  fomc  fecure  place 
or  other;  for  our  boat  was  grown  foul,  and  unfit  for 
failing.  In  a  few  days  we  arrived  at  a  great  port 
called  Bocca  del  Toro,  where  are  always  multitudes 
of  good  eatable  tortolfes.  It  is  about  ten  leagues  i^i 
compafs,  furrounded  with  little  Iflands,  undtr  which 
veHels  may  ride  fecure  from  violent  winds. 

Thefc 
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Thde  Iflacds  are  inhabited  by  lodians,  who  aere* 

could  be  fubdoed  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  hence  they 

called  them  Indios  bravos,  ov  wild  Indians.     They 

are  dWided,  according  to   the  variety  of  their  lao* 

gunge,  into  feveral  people, whence  it  is  that  they  are 

in    perpetual  wars.     Towards  the  eaft-fide  of  this 

port  are  fome  who  formerly  did  trade  much  with  the 

pirates,  felling  them  thefleOi  of  divers  animals  which 

diey  hunt,  asalfo  all  forts  of  fruits ;  the  exchange  for 

w  hich  was  iron  inftruments  which  the  pirates  brought, 

-beads,  and  toys,  whereof  they  made  great  account 

for  wearing,  more  than  c^  precious  jewels,  ^vhich  they 

neither  knew,   nor  elleemed.     But  this  commerce 

failed,  the  pirates  committing  many  barbarities,  kili- 

iag    their  men,    and  taking  away  their  women  to 

fcrve  their  lull,  which  putanend  to  all  friendship  and 

commerce  between  them. 

•  We  went  aftiore  tofeek  provifions,  our  neceflity 
being  extream ;  but  we  could  find  nothing  but  a  few 
^gs  of  crocodiles,  wherewith  \ye  were  forced  to  be 
content ;  hereupon  we  left  thofe  quarters,  and  Aeered 
eadward :  upon  this  tack  we  met  three  boats  more 
of  onr  own  companions,  who  had  been  left  behind 
by  captain  Morgan ;  thefe  told  us,  they  had  been 
able  to  find  no  relief  for  their  extream  hunger,  and 
that  captain  Morgan  himfelf,  and  his  people,  were 
reduced  to  fuch  mifcry,  as  he  could  afford  them  no 
more  than  one  (bort  allowance  a  day. 

Hearing  thus  that  little  or  no  good  was  to  beex- 
pefted  by  failing  farther  caftward,  we  changed  our 
coorfe  weftward  :  here  we  found  a  vaft  many  tor* 
toifes  more  than:  we  needed  to  virtual  our  boats, 
though  for  a  long  time.  Being  provided  with  this 
fort  of  viftuals,  the  next  thing  we  wanted  was  fre(h 
water :  there  was  enoagh  to  be  had  in  the  neigh- 
bouring iflaods,  but  we  (carce  dared  to  land,  by  rca- 
fen  of  the  eninity  ^bovefaid  between  the  pirates 
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-^d  Indians.    Bur,   nec^ity  havk^  no  law,  Axne 
^     were  forced  to  do  as  we  could,  net  as  wc  deCrodi 
Hereupon  we  went  all  of  as  togctiier  to  one  of  ih« 
tflauds;  being  landed,  one  party  of  ow  men  rangect 
the  woods,while  another  filled  the  barrels  with  water  t 
fcarce  an  hoar  paft,  when  fuddenly  the  Indiaos  came 
upon  us,  and  oae  of  our  men  cried.  Arm,  arm*  We 
prcfently  began  to  fire  at  them  as  hot  as  we  -conid  r 
this  flopped  them, 'and  in  (horttkneput  them  to  flight; 
iheltering  themfdves  in  the  woocis.     We   pnrfued 
them,  but  not  far,  defiring  rather  to  get  ia  our  water 
thati   an}^  advantage  on  the  enemy.     Coming  back^ 
We  found  two  Indians  dca^  on  thefliorc;  thehabili'- 
ments  of  one  fhcwed  him  to  be  a  peribo  of  quality 
among  them  ;  for  he  had  about  his  body  a  girdie^ 
or  fcfh,  richly  woven  5  and  on  his  fdce  he  wore  a 
beard  of  mafly  gold,  I  mean  a  fmall  planch  of  gold 
hung  down  at  his  lips  by  two  ftrings  which   ruQ 
through  two  little  holes  made  there  on  purpofe,  that 
covered   his  beard   or  fcrved  iDflead  thereof.     His 
arms  were  made  of  flicks  of  palmito-trees,  very  curi- 
oufly  wrought;  at  one  ead  whereof  was  a  kiad  of 
hook,  which    feemed   to   be   hardened  with  fire. 
Wc  fhould  have  fpoken  with  fome  of  thefe  Indians^ 
to  reconcile  them  to  us,  and  to  renew  the  former 
trade,  and  obtain  provifions,  bur  it  was  impoffibl«, 
through  thefavagentfs  of  their  minds.   However  we 
filled   our  barrels  with  water,    and  carried  then' 
aboard. 

The  night  following  we  beard  from  ftiore  huge 
cries  and  fiirieks  among  the  Indians,  Thefc  lamen- 
tations caufed  us  to  believe  that  they  had  called  in- 
many  more  people  to  their  aid,  or  that  they  lamented- 
the  death  of  thofe  rwamen.  Thefe  Indians  never 
came  upon  the  fea,  or  ever  built  canoes,  or  any  vef- 
fels  for  navigatiort,  not  fo  much  as  fiflier-boats,  of 
which  ^art  *oi  ftAery  they  ara  igtior^wt«    ^At  ii#, 
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^  having  ooihmg  dfc  to  hope  for  in  thefc  parts,  wc 
rcfoJvcJ  to  depart  for  Jamaica.  Beint^  fet  fonh,  we 
iDCt  with  contrary  winds,  which  cnufcd  ui  to  nfcoar 
«irs,  and  now  10  theriverof  Chagrc.  "When  we  came 
near  it,  wc  perceived  a  (hip  that  began  to  %uq  us 
chafe ;  we  feared  it  ^as  a  (hip  from  Carthugcna, 
fcnt  to  rebuild  and  retake  poflTtfiion  of  the  caftle  of 
Chigre,  ncrw  the  pirates  had  Irft  it.  Hereupon  we  fet 
o^T  fail,  aiui  ran  before  the  wind,  to  make  our 
cfcapel  but  the  veflel  being  much  fwifterand  cleaiicr 
thaii  ours,  eafily  got  the  wind  of  us,  and  flopped 
our  courfe.  They  approaching  to  us  we  difcovercd 
rhem  to  be  our  former  comrades  in  the  expcditioa 
of  Panama,  but  lately  feot  out  from  Chagre.  Their 
defiga  was  to  go  to  Nombre  de  Dtos,  and  theoce  to 
Carthagena,  to  feck  fome  porcbaie  or  other  :  but 
itic  wind  being  contrary,  they  concluded  to  go  in  our 
oompouiy  10  the  place  whence  we  came^  called  Booca 

This  accident  and  encounter  rctturded  oar  joamey. 
t#o  days,  more  than  wccould regain  in  a  fortnight ; 
lUs  obliged  us  to  retom  to  oor  fornier  Aatioa  for  a 
few  days.  Thence  we  dire^ed  our  courfe  for  a 
place  called  Hoccadel  Dragoa,  to  get  provifions  of 
fle(h,  «fpecially  of  an  animal  called  by  the  Spaniards 
fiiaTwntine,  by  the  Dutch  fea  cow,  becaufe its  head, 
nofe  and  teeth  are  very  like  thofeof  acow.  They  arc 
found  conrmionly,  where,  under  the  depth  of  the 
Waters,  it  is  full  of  grafs,  on  which  it  is  thought  thtf 
feed.  They  have  no  ears,  but  in  place  of  them,  two 
.Httle  holes  as  wide  as  one*s  little  finger :  near  the 
neck  they  have  two  fins,  under  which  thef  have 
two  udders,  like  the  breafts  of  a  woman.  Theikia 
is  very  clofe,  rcfembling  the  (kin  of  a  Barbary  or' 
Guinea  dog.  This  (km  on  the  back  is  two  fingers 
tiiick,which  being  dryed  is  hard  as  whalebone  and  may 
(crve  tQ  make  wa(king-ftafis.The  belly  it  in  aU  thinga 
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like  that  of  a  cow,  as  far  as  the  reins.     Their  man- 
ner of  engendering  is  the  fame  with  that  of  a  land  co'W, 
the  male  being  every  way  like  a  bull.     They  con- 
ceive and  breed  but  once  ;  but  what  time  they  go 
with  calf,  I  could  not  learn.     Thefe  fiflies  have  a 
very  acute  fenfe  of  hearing,  fo  as   in  taking  them, 
the  fifhcrmen  make  not  the  leaft  noife,  nor  row,  ua-  - 
lefs  very  (lightly.     Irtjr  this  reafon  they  ufe  certain 
inftrumcnis  for  rowing,  by  the  Indians  called  Pa- 
garos,  by  the  Spaniards  Canclettas,  with  which  ihcy 
row  without  any  noife  to  fright  the  fi(h.  While  they 
are  fifliing,  they  fpeak  not  one  to  another,  only  make 
figns.    Ihey  dart  them  with  a  javelin  as  they  do  tor* 
toifes;  but  the  point  of  the  javelin  fomewhat  diflfers, 
having  two  hooks  at  the  end,  and  being  longer.  Thcie 
fiflies  arc  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  feet  iong.Their 
litih  is  good  to  eat,   being  like  in  colour  to  that  of 
4  land  cow,  but  io  tafte,  to  pork.   It  has  much  fat, 
or  greafe,which  the  pirates  melt,  and  keep  in  earthen 
pots  to  tife  infleafd  of  oil. 

.  Once  when  we  could  do  any  gooJ  at  this,  fiftiery, 
fpme  of  oar  men  going  to  hunt,  and  others  to  catch 
fi(h,  we  efpied  a  canoe  with  two  Indians  ;  tbefe  na 
fooner  difcovered  our  veflels,  but  they  rowed  with 
all  fpeed  towards  land,  being  unwilling  to  ^lave  any 
thing  to  do  with  us  pirates ;  we  followed  them  to  the 
iliorc,  but  being  naturally  nimbler  than  us,  they 
efcaped  into  the  woods ;  and,  what  was  more,  they 
drew  adiore  and  carried  with  them  their  canoe  into 
the  wood,  as  eafily  as  if  it  had  been  flraw,  though 
it  weighed  above  2000  weight ;  this  we  knew 
by  the  canoe  itfelf,  which  we  found  afterwards,  and 
had  much  ado  to  get  into  the  water  again,  tliough  we 
were  in  all  eleven  perfons  to  pull  at  it. 

We  had  then  with  us  a  pilot,  who  had  been  often 
in  ihofe  paits ;  this  man  feeing  this  aftion  of  the  In- 
dians, told  us,  thai  fome  few  years  before,  a  fquadron 
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of  pirates  arriving  at  that  place,  *they  went  io  canoes 
to  citch  fome  little  birds,  which  frequent  the  fea- 
coaft,  among  very  beautiful  trees.    While  they  were 
bufied,  certain  Indians  who  had  climbed  the  trees  to 
Tiew  them,  feeing  the  canoes  underneath^  fuddenly 
leaped  down  into  the  fea,  and  feized  (bmc  of  the 
canoes  and  pirates  that  kept  them,  botli  which  they 
carried  into  the  woods,  that  the  prifoners  could  not 
be  relcafed  by  their  companions.  Hereupon  theadmiral 
oi  that  fquadron  landed  with  500  men  to  rcfcue  his 
men,  but  tlicy  faw  fuch  a  number  of  Indians  flock 
together  tooppofe  them,  as  obliged  them  to  retreat  ia 
h^c  to  their  (hips,  concluding,  that  if  fuch  forces 
»s  thofe  cooldnot  do  anything  towards  the  recovery 
of  their  companions,  they  ought  not  to  ftay  longer 
there.  Having  heard  this  hrftory,  we  came  away,  fear- 
ing fome  mifchief,  and  bringing  with  us  the  canoe,  ia 
which  we  found  nothtog  but  a  fi(hiog-net»  not  very 
huge,  and  foftir  srrows  made  of  palm  trees,  ieve» 
feet  long  each ;  thefe  arrows  we  believed  to  be  their 
arms.     The  canoe  we  brought  away  was  of  cedar, 
but  very  roughly  hewn,  which  made  us  tbibL  that 
thofe  people  have  no  inilrumentsof  iron. 

Leaving  that  place,  we  arrived  in  twenty-four 
hours  at  another,  called  Rio  de  Zuera,  where  were 
(brae  few  houfes  belonging  to  Carthagena,  inhabited 
by  Spaniards,  whom  we  refolved  to  viiit,  not  being 
able  to  find  any  tortoifes,  nor  any  of  their  eggs. 
The  inhabitants  were  all  fled,  leaving  no  viftuals 
nor  provifions,  fo  we  were  forced  to  be  contented 
with  a  certain  fruit  they  called  platanos ;  with  thefe 
pLitanos  we  filled  our  boats  and  continued  our  voy- 
age, coafting  along  the  fliore  to  find  out  fome  creek 
or  bay,  wherein  to  careen  our  veflel,  which  now  was 
fo  very  leaky,  that  night  and  day  we  were  condrained 
to  put  feverul  men,  befides  our  flaves,  to  the  pump. 
This  voyage  lafted  a  fortnight,  all  which  time  we 
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x^ccre  under  cootinual  fear  of  pcriihing.  At  laft  \re 
arrived  at  a  port  called  the  Bay  of  Blcvelt,  fo  named, 
ffom  a  pirate  who  ufcd  to  refort  thither,  as  wc  did  j 
here  one  party  of  men  went  into  the  woods  to  huiir> 
vthWc  another  undertook  to  refit  and  careen  our 
vtffcl. 

Our  conjpamons  who  went  abroad  to  hunt,  found 
hereabouts  porcupines  of  a  monftrous  bigiiefs  :  but 
their  chitf  excrcife  was  killing  of  monkeys,  and  birds 
called  by  tlie  Spaniards  Faifants  or  Pheafants;  the 
toii  of  (hooting  feemed,  at  leaft  to  me,  to  be  fufS- 
cicntly  cc/mpenfated  with  tl^  picafure  of  kiliing 
tfac  monkeys;  for  at  thefe  we  uiuaUy  made  fifteen  or 
fixteen  (hot  before  we  coold  kill  three  or  four,  fo 
nimbly  would  they  elcape  our  hands  and  aim,  evea 
after  being  nooch  wounided.  Befides^it  was  diverfion 
to  fee  the  female  monkeys  carry  their  little  ones  at 
thetr  baokSyjuAas  thfiQegroesiiotfaeir  children.  When 
any  perfim  patfes  uftder  tbe  itees  whtM  thefe  poa«* 
keyl  ar^  £ciM|g»  they  wiU  commonly  figiiiirt  \kmt 
CBcrements  upon  Cbeir  heads  and  cbthes ;  likewife, 
H  fhooriog  at  a  parcel  of  them,  one  happen  to  be 
wounded,  the  refl  of  them  flock  about  him  and  lay 
their  paws  on  the  wound  to  hinder  the  blood  from 
HTutng  fbrch ;  others  gather  moTs  from  the  trees,  an4 
thruft  into  the  wotiod,  and  thereby  (Vop  the  bkx>d. 
At  other  tinnes  they  gather  fuch  or  focb  herbs,  and 
chewing  them  in  their  months,  apply  them  as  a  poul- 
tice. All  uhich  cauikd  in  me  great  admir^tioa,  fee- 
ing fuch  (trange  anions  in  thofe  irrational  creatures, 
which  teflify  the  fidelity  and  loTe  they  haire  for  one 
another. 

On  the  ninth  day  after  our  arrival,  our  women 
flaves  being  bufied  in  ordinary  cmpk^ymcnts  of  wafh» 
Ing  of  diibes,  fewing,  drawing  wa^er  out  of  wells 
which  v*e  had  made  oo  the  (bore,  and  <he  like ,  one 
of  chemi  who  had  fccn  a  trcx)p  of  Indians  towards  the 
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vroodsy  cried  oat,  lodians,  Indians !  t«i  ran  prcfeiiriy 
to  our  arms  aad  thdr  relief,  but  cotn'mg  to  the  wood, 
v?e  found  no  perfon  there,  but  two  of  our  women 
/laves  kitted  upon  the  place  with  arrows :  in  their  bodies 
"we  (aw  fo  many  arrows  flicking,  as  if  they  had  been 
ibicd  there  with  particular  care,  for  otherwife  we 
know  that  one  of  them  was  fufiicient  to  kill  any  man. 
Thefe  arrows  were  ail  of  a  rare  ihape,  being  eight 
fccc  long,  and  as  thick  as  a  man's  thumb;  at  one 
€od  was  a  hook  of  wood,  tied  to  the  body  of  the  ar- 
row with  a  ftriag,  at  the  other  end  was  a  cafe  or  box 
like  the  cafe  of  a  pSirof  tweezers,  in. which  we  found 
little  pebbles  oi*  ftones ;  the  colour  was  very  red, 
Tcry  (hiniog,  as.i/  they  had  been  locked  up,  all  which 
we  beliereJ  were  the  arms  of  their  leaders.  Tbefe 
arrows  were  aU  made  without  toftntmcnts  of 
iron  ;  for  whaterer  the  Indians  mafce,  t]>ey  harden 
firft  artificially  with  fire,  and  then  poiiih  them  with 
flints.  ' 

Thefe  Indians  are  of  a  v.ry  robuft  conftitution, 
flrong,  iind  nimble  at  their  feet:  we  fought  carefuiJy 
up  and  down  the  woods,  bur  could  find  no  track  of 
them,  nor  any  of  their  canoes  nor  flonrs  which  they 
life  in  fiihing ;  hereupon  we  retired  to  our  velTels, 
where  having  embarked  all  our  goods,  we  put  off 
from  fhore,  fcnring  left  finding  us  there,  they  ftioulJ 
return  *nd  overpower  us. 

CHAP.     XXTT.  '     "' 

Thd  aiahor^parts  towards  the  capt  tf  Graciai  h  Dm» 
Tht  eammerce  ^f  the  pirates  witb  the  Indians,  His 
arrival  at  the  ifiandde  los  Pinos  5  and  finally^  his 
return  to  Jamaica. 

TH  E  great  fear  Wi  had  of  tbofe  Indians^  ky 
fCifon  of  the  dcat^i  of  our  two  wohici  flave?, 

made 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


214        "The  HISTORT  ^f  the 

made  us  depict  thence  as  &ft  as  we  could,  dire6ling: 
our  courfe  towards  the  cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  where 
we  placed  our  laft  hopes  of  provifions ;  for  ttiither 
nfually  refort  many  pirates,  who  friendly  corrcfpoud 
with  the  Indians  there :  being  arrived  at  the  faid  cape 
we  rejoiced,  and  gave  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for 
having  delivered  us  out  of  (a  many  dangers,  and 
brought  us  to  this  place  of  refuge,  where  we  found 
people,  who  (hewed  us  moft  cordial  friendfhip,  and 
provided  us  with  all  neceflaries. 

The  cuftom  here  is,  that  when  pirates  arrive, 
everyone  has  liberty  to  buy  himfelf  an  Indian  woman 
at  the  price  of  a  knife,  or  any  old  ax,  wood  bill,  or 
hatchet.  By  this  contraft  the  woman  is  obliged 
to  remain  with  the  pirates  all  the  time  he  (toys  there  : 
(he  ierve  him  in  the  mean  while  with  vidttab  pf  all 
forts  that  the  cotmtry  affords.  The  piriite  has  liberty 

,  alfo  to  go  to  hunt  or  fi(h  whenhe  pleafes,  or  about  aoy 
other  diveriifement,  but  is  not  to  commit  any  hof- 
tiiity,  or  depredation,  on  the  inhabitants,  feeing  the 
Indians  bring  him  in  all  he  needs  or  delires. 

Through  this  frequent  converfe  of  thefe  Indians 
with  the  pirates,  they  fomc  times  go  to  fea  witli  them 
and  remain  with  them  whole  years,  without  returniog 
home;  fo  that  many  of  them  can  fpeak  Engliih  and 
French,and  fome  of  the  pirates  their  Indian  language. 
Being  very  dextrous  at  their  javelins,  they  are  ufeful 
to  the  pirates  in  vidtualling  their  (hips,  by  the 
fiihery  of  tortoifes  and  manitas,  a  fifh  (b  called  by 
the  Spaniards :  for  one  of  thefe  Indians  is  alone  able 

.  to  viftual  a  vcffcl  of  loo  men.  We  had  in  our  crew, 

two  pirates  who  could  fpeak  the  Indian  language, 

by  whofe  hel.p  I  inquired. into  their  cuftoms,  Uves, 

and  policy,  whereof  I  (hall  giyea  brief  account. , 

This  ifland  is    about  30   leagues  in  circumfe- 

.rence;  it  is  governed  as  a  little  commonwealth, 

.without 
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uritbout  any  king  or  foverdgn  prince;  neither  do  they 
entenain  any    frkndftiip    or  corrcfpondence    with 
other  neighbouring  iflands,  much  Icis  with  the  Spa- 
niards :  they  are  id  all  but  a  fmall  nation,  whofe  num- 
ber exceeds  not  1600  or  1700  perfons.    They  have 
among  them  a  few  negro  (laves,  who  happened  to 
arrive  there,  fwimming  after  fhipwrcck  made  on  that 
coaft :  for  being  bound  for  Terra  Firma,  in  a  (hip 
that  carried  them  to  be  fold  there,  they  killed  the 
captain  and  mariners,  with  dedgn  to  return  to  their 
country;   but  being  ignorant  of  navigation,  tlicy 
ftraoded  their  veflel  hereabouts.   Though,  sis  I  faid, 
they  make  but  a  fmall  nation,  yet  they  are  as'it 
were  two  forts  of  people :  of  which  one  fcrt  culti- 
vates the  ground,  and  makes  plantations ;  but  the 
€Hher  are  fo  lazy,  as  they  have  no  courage  to  build 
themfelves  huts,  much  lefs  houfcs.     They  frequent 
chiefly  the  fea-coad,  wandering  up  and  down,  with- 
out knowing,  or  caring  fo  much  as  to  cover  their 
bodies  from  the  rains  (which  are  very  frequent)  un* 
lefs  with  a  few  palm-leaves  ;  thefe  they  put  on  their 
heads;  and  keep  their  backs  always  to  the  wind. 
They  ufe  no  other  clothes  than  an  apron  tied  to 
their  middle,  coming  down  fo  as  to  hide  their  pri- 
vities :    fuch  aprons  are  made  of  the  rinds  of  trees, 
which  are  ftrongly  beat  tipon  ftones,  till  they  are 
fofiened  ;  the  fame  ihey  u(e  for  bedclothes,  except 
a  few,    who  make  them  of  cotton.     Their  ufuci 
arms  are  nothing   but  azagayas,  or  fpears,  which 
they  make  fit  for  u(e  with  points  of  iron^  or  teeth  of 
ciocodiles. 

They  know,  after  fome  manner,  that  there  is  a 
God,  yet  they  live  without  any  religion,  or  divine 
%vor(hip;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  they  believe 
not  in^  nor  ferve  the  devil,  as  many  other  nations 
of  America  do;  hereby  they  are  not  fo  much  tor- 
mented by  him  as  other  nations  are»  Their  ordi- 
nary 
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nary  food,  for  the  moft  part,  confifts  in  feveral  £i  uie  ; 
fuch  as  bananas,  racoves,  ananas,  potatoes,  c^za^c, 
jL)  alfo  crabs,  and  fome  few  fifh,  which  they  kiilJo 
the  fea  with  durtj.      They  are   pretty  expert    in 
making  certain  pleafant  and  delicate  Jiquoi^s  ;    the 
commonefl  among  them  is  cnikd  achiuc:    this    is 
made  of  a  certain  feed  of  palm-tree,  bruifed,    aad 
ftceped  in  hot  water,  till  it  be  fettled  at  bottom  ; 
this  liquor  being  {trained  off,  hath  n  pleafant  taftc, 
and  is  very  nourifhing.     Other  forts  of  liquors  they 
prepare,  which  I  ihall  omit  for  brevity,  only  1  {h&ll 
fay  fomething  of  that  made  of  pJatanos  ;  thefe  they 
knead  with  hot  water,  and  then  put  into  great  ca- 
laba(hes  full  of  cold  water,  for  eight  days,  during 
which  it  ferments  as  well  as  the  beft  wine:  thi» li- 
quor they  drink  for  pleafure,  and  as  a  great  r^aJe  ; 
fo  that  when  they  invite  their  friends  or  relatiofis, 
they  cannot  treat  them  better  than  with  this  plea- 
fant drink. 

They  are  very  unflcilful  in  drc/fing  vifhials,  fo 
that  they  feldom  treat  one  another  with  banquets; 
but  when  they  invite  others,  they  defire  thtmto 
come  and  drink  of  their  liquors.  Before  the  invited 
pcrfons  come  to  their  houfe^  thofe  that  expeft  them 
comb  their  hair  very  well,  and  anoint  their  feces 
with  oil  of  palm,  mixed*  with  a  blade  tinfture,  which 
renders  them  very  hideous  :  the  women  alfo  dawb 
their  faces  vi'ith  another  fort  of  fteff,  which  makes 
them  look  as  red  as  crimtm  ;  and  fuch  are  ilieir 
greaxft  ornaments,  and  attire,  .  Then  he  that  in- 
vites, takes  his  arms,  which  are  three  or  four  ata- 
gajras.and  goes  out  of  his  cottage  3  or  400  fleps, 
to  wait  for,  and  receive  the  invited  pcrfons.  As 
fooQ  as  they  draw  nigh,  he  falls  on  the  ground,  ly- 
ing flat- on  his  feice,  without  any  motion,  as  if  he 
was  dead  :  being  thi^s  prodrate,  the  invited  fiieads 
cake  him  up;  acud  iet  him  on  his  feet^  apd  go  all  to- 
gether 
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^gether  to  the  hot :  here  the  perfem  hiffted  ufe  the 
facne  ceremooT,  fallxng  down  on  the  groBiid,  ts  llie 
invicer  did  berore;  bathe  lifts  tbeni  up  oee  by  one, 
and  giving  tliem  )Ai  hand,  donduAs  them  into  Mt 
cottage,  where  he  caofes  them  to  fit :  the  women  oa 
tfaefe  Qccaifioos  nfe  few  or  no  ceremonief. 

Beiog  thus  brought  into  the  houfe,  there  are  pre* 
-fented  every  one  with  a  caiabalh,  of  about  fcor 
quarts,  fuH  of  nchioc,  almoft  as  thick  as  water- 
gruel,  or  childrens  pap ;  tbefe  they  are  to  drink  off^ 
and  gpt  down  at  any  rate:  the  calabafhes  being 
^emptied,  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  with  many  cere- 
monies, goes  about  the  room,  and  gathers  his  cala« 
Iwflies :  and  this  drinkii^  is  reckoned  but  for  one 
%%-elcome.  Afterwards,  they  drink  of  the  achioc 
abovc^raentjoned,  to  which  ibcy  are  inwed  ;  then 
follow  many  fotDgs,  dances,  and  a  thoufand  carefles 
fo  the  women ;  fo  that  fomctimes,  for  a  tefHmony 
of  their  love,  they  take  their  darts,  and  with  the 
points  pierce  and  wound  their  genital  parts :  this  I . 
coukl  not  believe,  tbongh  often  affimned  to  me,^  till 
lYiy  o^^'n  eyes  were  witnefles  of  thcfe  and  the  like 
a^ons,  neither  only  on  this  oecafion  do  they  ufe 
this  cercraooy  of  piercing  their  genitals,  but  alio 
when  they  make  loip  to  any  woman,  thereby  to  let 
them  cndoAand  the  gjr^tliefs  of  thdr  aflfeAioa  and 
tonftancy. 

They  marry  not  any  young  maid  without  ihecoii- 
fent  of  her  parents.  It*  any  one  defires  to  take  a 
•wife,  he  is  firft  cxamini^d  by  the  damfers  fiither 
concerning  feveral  points  of  good  huibandry.  Thcfe 
are  commonly  whether  he  can^make  atagayas,  darts 
for  fifhing,  or  fpin  a  certain  thread,  which  they 
ufe  abont  their  arrows:  having  anfwcrcd  to  fatiu 
fa^ion,  the  examiner  calls  to  hia  daughter  for  a 
little  calabafti  full  of  achioc ;  of  ^lif  he  drinks  firft, 
then  gives  the  cup  to  the  young  mai^  and  he  to  the 
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^bride^  who  drinks  it  up^  aod.  wiih'  this  only  cere- 
jnooythe  marriage  is  made.  Wh?n  anyone  drinks 
to  flip  health  jof  another,  the  fccond  perfon  is  to 
*drink  np  the  liquor  left  in  the  calabaifh.  But  ia 
4cafe  of  marriage,  .as  was^faid^  it  is  confamed  only 
among  thofe  three,  the  bride  obtaining  the  ^reatcft 

When  the  woman  lies  in,  neither  (he  i?or  her  huf- 
.band  obfe^e  jbe  time  cuftomary  among  the  Carib- 
-bees  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  woman  is  delivered,  ihe 
.goes  to  the  next  river,  brook,  or  fountain,  and 
•wafties  the  new-bom  creature,  fwathing  it  up  ia 
.certain  rollers,  or  fwath-bands,  there  called  caba- 
Jas;  this  done,  (he  goes  about  her  ordinary  la* 
.bour*  When  the  man  dies,  his  wife  buries  him 
«with  .all  his  azagayas,  aprons,  and  ear-jewels ;  and 
comes  every  day  to  her  .hu(band*s  grave,  bringing 
him  meat  and  drink  fcr  a  whole  year  ;ifrer.  Their 
years  they  reckon  by  the  moons,  allowing  fifteen  to 
^very  year,  which  make  their  intire  circle,  as  our 
twelve  months  do  ours. 

Sopac  writers  of  the  Caribbee  lilands  affirm,  that 
Ihis.cecemony  of  carrying  victuals  tp  the  dead  is 
.general  among  them;  and  that  the  devil  comes  to 
4he  fepulchres,  and  cai;rie6  away  the  meat  and 
.drink.  But  I  know  the  contrary,  having  often  my- 
felf  taken  away  thefe  offerings,  and  eaten  them, 
knowing  that  the  fruits  ufed  on  thefe  occa (ions  were 
o(  the  choicefl,  and  the  liquor  of  the  befl  fort.  The 
widow  having  completed  her  year,  ^pens  the  grave, 
and  takes  out  all  her  hu[band*s  bones ;  the&  (he 
fcrapes,  and  wafties  very  well,  and  dries  in  the  fun; 
then  fhe  ties  them  all  together,  and  puts  them  into 
a  cabalas,  or  fachel,  and  is  obliged  for  another  year 
to  carry  them  upon  her  back  by  day,  and  fleep 
upon  them  by  night,  till  the  year  is  out;  then  fhe 
hangs  up  the  bag  and  bones  agalnft  thcpofl  of  her 

own 
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own  door,  if  flic  be  miJftrcfs  of  a  houfc ;  If  not, 
£hc  hangs  them  at  the  door  of  her  next  neighbour! 
or  relations. 

The  widows  cannot  marry  the  fccond  time,  accord- 
ing to  their  ctiftoms,  till  after  two  years  end.  The 
men  are  bound  to  perform  no  fuch  ceremonies  for 
their  wives;  but  if  any  pirate  marry  an  Indian 
woman,  (he  is  bound  to  do  in  all  things  as  if  he 
%ere  an  Indian.  The  negroes  on  this  ifland  live  in 
all  refpefts  according  to  their  own  cuftoms.  Now  I 
Jhall  continue  the  account  of  our  voyage. 

-After  we  had  refreOied  and  provided  ourfdvesas 
Well  as  we  could  at  this  ifland,  we  fleered  towards 
the  ifland  de  los  Pines.  Here  we  arrived  in  fifteen 
days,  and  were  conftrained  to  refit  our  veflel,  which 
now  again  was  very  leaky,  and  not  fit  for  failing 
any  fanher.  Hereupon  we  divided  ourfelves  as  be- 
fore, fome  to  careening  the  fliip,  others  to  fifliing. 
la  this  laft  we  were  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  take,  in  fix 
or  feven  hours,  fifli  fufficient  for  one  thoufaod  per- 
fons.  We  had  with  us  fome  Indians  from  the  cape 
of  Gracias  a  Dies,  very  dextrous  both  in  bnndng 
and  fifliing ;  with  whofe  help  we  foon  killed  like- 
wife,  and  falted,  a  huge  number  of  wild  cows, 
enough  to  fatiate  our  hungry  appetites,  and  to  vic- 
tual our  veflTel.  Thefc  cows  were  formerly  brought 
into  this  ifland  by  the  Spaniards,  that  they  might 
here  multiply,  and  flock  the  country.  We  falted 
alio  a  vafl:  number  of  tortoifes,  which  are  here  very 
plentiful,  Thefe  things  made  us  forget  the  miferics  we 
had  lately  endured,  and  we  began  to  call  one  another 
again  by  the  name  of  brothers,  which  was  cuftomary 
amongft  us,  but  had  been  difufed  in  our  miferies. 

While  we  continued  here,   we  feafled  ourfdves 

very  plentifully  without  fear  of  enemies.   ,For  as  to 

the  Spaniards  on  the  ifland,  they  were  in  fricndftiip 

with  us;  only  we  were  conflraincd  to  keep  watch 
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4uid  ward  every  night  foi*  fear  of  the  crocodiles^ 
which  fwarm  all  over  the  idand  ;  for  thefe,  when 
they  are  hungry,  will  aflault  any  man  and  devour 
bicDy  as  it  happened  to  one  of  our  companions,  who 
being  gone  into  the  wood,  in  company  with  a  no* 
gfo,  they  ch:w;ed  upon  a  crocodile,  which  wiih  in- 
credible agiliry  aflaulted  the  pirate,  and  faftening 
^jpon  his  leg,  caft  him  on  the  ground,  the  negro 
q/capiog  by  flight :  yet  he  being  a  robuft  and  a  coa- 
Tageons  man  drew  forth  a  knife  Jie  had  then  about 
jiim,  «fid  after  a  dangerous  combat,  dabbed  the 
crocodile,  which  done,  himfelf,  tired  with  thebatrle» 
and  weakened  with  lofs  of  blood,  lay  for  dead  on 
the  place.  Being  fo  found  by  the  n(^ro,  who  re* 
turned  to  ice  what  was  beconoe  of  him,  he  took  him 
on  his  back,  and  brought  lum  to  the  (ea  (ide,  thougk 
a  whole  league  off,  where  we  put  him  into  a  cauoe^ 
and  conveyed  him  oo  board* 

After  this,  none  of  our  men  dared  to  enter  the 
woods  without  good  company ;  and  ourfelves,  4}e«* 
iirous  to  revenge  the  difafter  of  our  companion,  went 
in  troops  next  day  to  the  woods  to  find  out  croco- 
cliles  to  kill.  Thefe  animals  would  come  every 
i>ight  to  the  fides  of  our  (hip,  and  ofier  to  dimb  up 
into  the  veflcl.  One  of  thefe  one  night  was  feized 
"with  an  iron  hook ;  but  he,  inftead  of  flying  to  the 
bottom,  began  to  mount  the  ladder  of  the  (hip  till 
we  killed  him  with  other  inftruments.  After  *we 
bad  remained  there  (bme  time,  and  refreflicd  our^ 
felves,  we  fet  fail  for  Jamaica.  Here  )ve  arrived  in 
a  few  days,  after  a  profperous  voyage,  and  found 
captain  Morgan  got  home  before  us ;  but  had  feen 
as  yet  none  of  his  companions  whom  he  left  behind, 
we  being  the  firft  that  arrived  there  after  him. 

He  was  then  very  bufy  in  perfuading  and  levying 
people  to  tranfpon  to  the  iile  of  St.  Catherine,  which 
be  defigned  to  fortify,  and  hold  for  &  common  re- 
fuge 
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ftigc  to  ail  pirates  cfpecially  of  his  own  nation,  as 
was  faiJ  ;  bm  this  defign  was  foon  hindered  by  the 
arrival  of  a  man  of  war  from  England,  which  brought 
orders  from  his  majeftyof  Great  Britain  to  rccal 
the  governor  of  Jamaica  to  the  court  of  England,  to 
give  an  account  of  his  favouring  the  pirates  in  thofc 
p.irrs,  to  the  vaft  detriment  to  the  fubjefts  of  the 
king  of  Spain :  the  faid  man  of  war  bringing  over 
alfo  a  new  governor  of  Jnmnica,  in  place  of  the  pre- 
cedent. This  gentleman  entering  on  the  govern^ 
ment  of  the  ifland  prefcntty  gave  notice  to  all  the* 
ports,  by  feveral  boats  fcnt  forth  to  that  intent,  of 
the  good  corfefpondence  the  king  of  England  re- 
folved  to  maintain  in  thofe  parts  of  the  woiid,  to- 
wards his  catholic  majerty,  his  fubjc^s  and  domi- 
nions :  and  that  for  the  future,  he  had  received  from 
bi«  facrcd  mrtjcfty  aiKt  privy-council  ftrift  and  fe- 
fene  orders  not  to  permit  any  pirate  to  fet  forth* 
from  Jkmaica,  commit  any  hoftility  or  depredation 
oil  the  8panifh  nation  or  dominions,  or  on  any  other 
people  of  thofe  neighbouring  iflands. 

Thcfe  orders  being  fufficicntly  divulged,  the  pi- 
rates who  were  abroad  at  fca  b^an  to  fear  them, 
fi>  as  they  dared  not  return  to  the  faid  ifland,  but 
kept  the  feas,  and  continued  to  aA  what  hoftilities 
they  could.  The  fame  pirates  took  and '  ranfacked 
a  con/iderable  town  in  the  tfle  of  Cuba,  called  la 
Villa  de  los  Calos,  which  we  mentioned  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  faid  Kland.  Here  they,  committed 
again  all  forts  of  inhuman  and  bfarbarous  cruelties  y 
but  the  ttew  governor  of  Jamaica  behaved  himfelf  fo' 
codftant  to  his  duty,  and  the  orders  be  had  froca^ 
England,  that  he  apprehended  feveral  of  the  chief 
aftors,  and  catifed  them  to  be  hanged.  This  fere- 
rity  made  thofc  reffllatning  abroad  take  v^arniog,  and 
retire  to  the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  left  thfcy  fkoiiM  falli 
kfta  bi$«  htttidi :.  here  they  joiaed  .with  the.  French^ 
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piratesy  iDhabitants  there,  ia  whofe  company  they 
lOQtinue  to  this  day. 

CHAP.     XXIII. 

The  relation  rf  the  Jbipwreck  which  monfieur  Ber^ 
tram  Ogerotij  governor  of  Tortvga^  fuffered  nigh 
the  ijles  of  Cuadanillas.  He  and  his  companions 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  By  vjbat 
arts  he  efcaped  their  hands,  and  preferved  his  lift. 
The  enterpri7,e  againjl  Puerto  Rico  to  deliver  his 
people t  and  its  unfortunate  fuccefs. 

AFTER  that  expcditfon  of  Panama,  the  iah»- 
birancs  of  the  French  iflands  in  America,  io 
1673  (while  the  war  was  (b  fierce  in  Europe  betweea 
France  and  Holland)  gathered  a  condderablc  fleet 
to  poirefs  themfelves  of  the  iAands  belonging  to  the 
United  Provinces  in  the  Weft-Indies*  To  this  c£- 
it(\  their  admiral  raifed  all  the  pirates  and  volan- 
teers  that  he  could  per fnade  ;  and  the  governor  of 
Tortuga  caufed  to  be  built  a  good  ftroujg  man  of 
war,  which  he  named  Ogeron,  and  provided  very 
well  with  ammunition,  and  manned  with  500  Bo* 
caniers,  refolute  men,  being  the  veflcl  he  defignm) 
for  himfelf.  Their  firft  intention  was  to  uke  tl>c 
ifle  of  Curafao,  belonging  to  the  (aid  States  of  Hoi- 
land ;  but  this  defign  mifcarried  by  reafon  qf  a  (bip- 
wrcck. 

*  Ogeron  fet  fail  from  Tortuga  as  *  foon  as  things 
were  ready,  to  join  the  fleet,  and  purfue  the  faid 
cntcrprizc :  being  arrived  on  the  Weft  of  St  John  de 
Puerto  Rico,  he  was  fuddenly  furprized  with  a  vio- 
lent ftorm  to  that  degree,  as  drove  bis  new  frigate 
againfl  the  rocks,  near  the  iClands  called  Guada- 
mllas,  and  broke  it  in  a  thouTand  pieces ;  yet  being 

near 
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near  the  land  of  Puerto  Rico,  all' his  man  faved  their 
lives  in  their  boats.  . 

Next  day  being  got  on  (hore,  they  were  (fifcp- 
vered  by  the  Spaniards  inhibiiing  the  Ifland,  who 
taking  them  to  be  French  pirat^  that  meant  to  take 
the  ifland  anevi^,  as  they  had  done  before,  they* 
alarmed  the  whole  country,  and  gathefing  their 
forces  together,  marched  again  ft  them ;  and  they 
foand  them,  for  want  of  arms,  not  able  to  make  any 
defence,  begging  quarter  for  their  lives,  as  thecuf- 
totn  is.  But  the  Spaniards,  remembering^  tJie  hor- 
rible cruelties  thofe  pirates  had  many  times  Com- 
mitted, would  have  no  comp'allibn'  on  them ;  but 
aofwering  them,  **  Hah !  ye  thievifh  dbgs,  here's 
•*  no  quarter  for  you ;"  they  aflkulted  them  very 
furfonfly,  and  killed  moft  of  them.  At  laft,  per- ' 
ceiving  they  made  no  refiftance,  nor  had  any  arms 
to  defend  rhemfelves;  they  hegaa  to  relent,  taking 
prifoners  as  many  as  remaToed  alive. 

Bat,  htmg  flill  perfudded  that  thofe  ntffdrtnnate ' 
people  came  with  defign  t(S  take  again  and  fuinate 
the  illand,  they  bound  them  with  cOrcf^,  two  and 
two,  or  three  and  three  together,  and  drove  them 
through  the  woods  into  the  open  fields.     Being  ^ 
come'  thus  far  with  them,  they  afked  ihem,  .What 
was  bfeqome  of  their  Idader  ?  They  conftantly  made 
anfwer.  He  was  drowned  in  the  fhipwreck,  tliough ' 
they  kitew  ir  was  falfe.    For  Ogerort  being  unknown 
to  the  Spaniards,  behaved  himfelf  among  the&  a»' 
an  innocent  fool,  and,  in  his  afbions,  mimicked  the 
natural  fo  well,  that  he  was  not  tied  as  the  reft  of* 
his  companions,  but  let  loofe  to  fervc  the  pleafure 
and  laugh te^  of  the  common  "foldiei^.     Thefe  now 
and  then  would  give  hirfx  fcraps  of  bread  and  other. ; 
viftuals,  whereas  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  hid  nerer 
foffident  to  fatisfy  their  hungry  ftomachs,  their  al- ' 
K  4  lowanoe. 
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lowaoce  from  the  Spaniards  being  fcarce  cooqgfh  to 
prcferve  them  alive. 

There  was  amopg  the  French  pirates  a  forgcony 
who  having  <foDC  lomc  remarkable  fervices  to  the 
Spaobrds,  was  ouboond  and  fei  tf  Ubcrty  to  go 
freely  up  and  down,  even  as  OgeroQ  did.     To  this 
forgcoa,  OgfsroD  declared  his  rcfolutioQ  of  attempf- 
ing  an  efcape  from  the  cruelty  and  hard  ufagc  of 
fhofe  eneffliesy   which  they  did  by  fleeing  to   the 
WQpdfy  there  to  make  foroething  or  other  wherein 
tp  tranfport  themfclves  elfewhere*  though  they  had 
nor  could  obtain  no  other  thing  in  the  world  tha( 
could  be  ferviceable  ip  building  of  veflels,  but  one 
only  hatchet.  Thus  they  began  their  march  towards 
the  woods  neareft  the  fea-coafl.     Having  travelled 
all  day  long,  they  came  about  evening  to  the  fea-fide^ 
ajmoA  unexpeAedly,  but  without  any  thing  to  eat» 
or  any  fecure  place  to  reft  their  wearied  limbs.     Ac 
laft  diey  perceived  nigh  the  (bore  an  huge  quantitj 
of  fifheSi  called  by  the  Spaniards  corladados.  The(e 
frequently  approach  the  fands  of  the  (hore,  iii  pur- 
fifit  of  other  little  fiflies  i^at  ferve  them  for  their 
food.    Of  thcfe  they  took  as  many  as  they  thotight 
neceilary,  and  by  rubbing  two  (ticks  brifklv  toge- 
ther, they  kindled  fire»  wherewith  they  macfe  coals 
tp  roaft  them.     Next  day  they  began  to  cut  down 
aiid  prepare  timber*  to  make  a  kind  pf  fmall  boat  to 
pafs  over  to  the  iHe  of  Santa  Cruz  which  belongs  to 
the  French. 

,  While  they  were  bufied  about  their  wofi,  they 
dilcovered)  at  a  great  dillance,  a  canoe  fteeriim  di- 
reftly  towards  the  place  where  they  were»    This 

}>i]tting  them  in  lome  fear»  left  they  ftiould  be 
bund,  and  taken  again  by. the  Spaniards,  they  re- 
tired into  the  woods>  tili  they  could  dilo:rn  what 
people  wei^e  in  the  canoe.  At  laft,  perceivjiig  them 
to  be  00  m^e  tHah'twb'men  wh^  fetoed'to  be  fiAer- 

men. 
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meo,  they concliidedio }M$kA thdr %Mf^tsA% over- 
ooming  than,  to  iaaz  the  camt.  8qo%  tflor  fhej 
perceived  ooe  of  them,  wbo  viias  t  mniattOy  lo  fo 
whb  calibafhes'  haoeioff  at  bk  baok  tamardi  %  fv^^ 
Bot  £h-  off*  to  uke  m  Mhi«»ter  i  tbe  ^&av  ^"^ 
WIS  a  Spaniard,  ftaid  bebiad  liim  ficr  bb  Mtum. 
Seciog  thean.divided,  tbcy  aJ9Eialt«l  tbir  mulatte  fid^ 
and  l^  a  great  blow  upon  the  head  difpatchcd  him. 
The  Spaniardi  upoa  the  noifei  made  towards  tbe 
coDoe,  dimkiog  to  efcape,.  but  be  was  overtaken  by 
tbc  two,  and  killed.  Having  compjEiiled  dieirde'-^ 
figo,  they  fetched  the  corps  of  the  mulatto,  and 
oafi  both  into  the  middle  of  the  Tea,  to  be  cooAHoed' 
by  tbe  fi(h,  by  thb  means  to  conceal  this  faA  fbc* 
ever  firom  the  Spaniards* 

This  done,  they  took  in  as  much  frefli  water  as  ^ 
they  could,  and  fet  fail  thence  to  fcek  fome  place  of 
refoge.  That  day  they  fteered  along  the  coafts  of 
Poerto  Rico,  and  came  to  Cabo  Roxo.  Hence  they 
traverfed  direflly  to  Hifpaniola,  where  many  of  their 
own  comrades  and  =  corapaniona-were  to  be  found* ^ 
The  carreots  of  the  waters  and  winds  were  very  fa- 
vourable, fo  as  in  a  few  days  they  arrived  at  a  place  • 
called  Samaoa,  in  the  (aid  iOand,  where  they  founds 
a  party  of  their  own  people. 

Ogeron  being  landed  at  Samana,  ordered  the  far^- 
geon  to  ^  levy  all  ths  people-  he  ooold  in  thofepirts, , 
while  he  departed  to  rcvifit  his  government  of  Tor- 
tngat  where  beiog -arrived,  he.  u fed  all  his  endea- 
voars  to  gather  veflels^and  mea  to  his  afMance ;  fo  • 
that  hya:few  da3rs  he  got  a  good  number  of  both, 
wdl  equipped  and  diipofed  to.  follow*  himi     Thefe 
-'Were  to  go  to  St.  John  dc  Puerto  Rico,  and  deliver 
bis  fellows  whom  he  had  left  in  the-  miferable  con* 
dition  as  was  faid  before.     Having  embarked  ail  the. 
people  which  the  fuigeon  had  levied  at  Samana,  he 
made  t'lem  a  fpeecb,  telling  them,  •*  You  may  all-' 
K.  5  •••  expert  J 
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^*  tepeft  great  (fcXi  and  riches  firom  this  enterprize, 
'*  and  therefore  let  all  fear  and  cowardice  be  fet 
**  irtde ;  on  the  contrary^  fill  your  hearts  with 
**  courage  and  valour,  for  thus  you  will  find  your- 
<<  /jblves  foon  fadafied  of  what  at  prefent  bare  hopes 
.  ••  do  promlfe/'  Every  one  much  relied  on  thcfe 
promites  of  Ogeron,  and  from  his  words  conceived 
no  fmail  joy  in  their  minds.  Thus  they  fet  fail 
from  Tortuga  for  the  coails  of  Puerto  Rico.  Being 
come  within  fight  of  land,  they  ufcd  only  their  lower 
iails,  that  they  might  not  be  difcovered  by  the  Spa- 
Biards,  till  they  came  near  the  place  where  they  in- 
tended to  land. 

The  Spaniards,  notwithflanding  this  caution^ 
having  had  intelligence  of  their  coming,  were  pre- 
pared for  a  defence,  having  pofted  many  troops  of 
horfe  along  the  coafts  to  watch  their  defccnt.  Oge- 
ron  perceiving  their  vigilancy,  ordered  the  veflels  to- 
draw  near  the  (hore,  and  (hoot  off  many  great  guns, 
which  forced  the  cavalry  to  redre  within  the  woods: 
here  lay  concealed  many  companies  of  foot  pro- 
firate  on  the  ground.  So  the  pirates  made  their  de- 
fcent  at  leifure,  and  began  to  enter  among  the 
trees,  fcarce  fufpefting  any  harm  to  be  where  the 
horfcmcn  could  do  no  fervice;  but  no  fooner  were 
they  fallen  into  this  anibufcade,  than  the  Spaniards 
arofe  and  aiTaulted  them  fo  couragcoufly,  that  they 
foon  deftroyed  great  part  of  them.  Thus  leavtag 
{Treat  mimbers  dead  on  the  place,  the  reft  very  hard- 
ly cfcapcd  by  ffight  to  their  (hips. 

Ogeron,  though  he  efcaped  this  danger,  yet  could 
willingly  have  perifhed  in  the  fight,  rather  than 
fiifFer  the  fliame  which  the  jU  fuccefs  of  this  enter- 
prize  was  like  to  bring  upon  his  reputation  :  befide 
that,  thofe  diat  he  had  attempted  to  refcue,  were 
DOW  caft  into  greater  miferies.  Hereupon  they 
hnftened  back  \d  Tortuga  the  fame  way  they  came^ 

with* 
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With  great  coofixfloii  in  their  minds,  modi  dkd^ 
Bifhed  in  their  nombery  and  otteriy  (tifappoioted  of 
^lofefpoUs,  the  fubjeft  of  their  hopes,  and  of  tte 
promlfes  of  the  mmmiDate  Ogeroo«  ^  The  Spt^ 
Biards  were  very  vigitant,  axxl  kept  their  poftt  neat* 
the  fea-fida  dil  the  fleet  of  piratea^  was  oat  of  fight  % 
mean  while  they  made  an  end  of  killhig  fuch  of 
their  enemies,  as,  bdngdefpemtety  wounded,  conM 
not  efcape  by  flight,  and^cut  ofF  federal  limbs  froBii 
the  dead  bodies,  to  (hewr  them  to-  the  former  pri^ 
ioEters,  for  whc^  refcne  theie  others  had  croflelt 
the  Teas. 

The  fleet  beitig  gene,  the  Spaniards  made  boD^ 
fires,  and  great  demonflrations  of  joy  for  their  ?!o» 
toryi  hot  the  French  prifoners,  who  were  theret 
before,  endured  more  hardflup  than  ever.  Of  thdr 
mifery  and  mifurage,  Jacob  Binkes,  governor  at 
that  tim^  in  America  for  the  Sutes  General  of  thA: 
United  Provinces,  was  an  eye-witnefs;  for  hear* 
riviog  in  that  junfture  at  Puerto  Rico,  with  fome- 
men  of  war,  to  bny  provlfions  and.otiierneceflaries^. 
he  fo  pitied  their  miftry,  as  to  bringaway.by  fiealth^ 
iiye  or  fix  of  them,  which  only  exa5)eratcd  the  Spa- 
niards;  for  fooa  after  they  fent  the  reft  of  the  pri* 
foners  to  the  chief  city  of  the  ifland,  to  work  and. 
toil  about  the  fortifications  which  then  were  mak- 
ing, forcing  them  to  bring- and  carry-  ftones,  and  all- 
forts  of  mucerials :  thefe  being  finifhed,  the  gover- 
nor tranfported  them  to  Havanna,  where  theyeni- 
-ployed  them  alfo  in  fortifying  that  city:  here  they 
made  chem  work,  by  day,  and  at  night  they  (hut 
them  up  as  clofe  prifoners,  ieft  they  (houid  enter- 
prize  upon  the  city;  for  of  fuch  attempts 4h«  Spa^ 
niards  had  had  divers  ppoofe,.  which  gave  them  fuf&« 
cieot  caufe  to  uie  them  To. 

.   Afterwards,  at  fcvcral  times,  when  (hips  arrived? 

-from  New  Spain,  they  tranfported  them  by  dc^reea; 

JC6.  iatoi 
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iwy  E«rope»  und  hmtM  tihem^iCt  Ca^dizt  but  M^ 
^idiftaDdiog  this  c$n  of  the  Spftiriard*  la  dKperfe 
Ibem,  tbeyfooaafMrtActalfiioadlUtiFituiee^  aod 
tcTolTed  to  return  fo  Tortngn^wtth  the  firft  oppor- 
tpi^:  l»  lhi»  c^  tfaey  afflftdd  one  another  Tcfjr 
lotloglf  wkh  what  aeodOries  thqr  ccMtd^  acoordins 
t<^evci70B«V  cORcUtioQ;  fothat  ma  (hortwhUe 
the  grcatcft  part  had  nefted  tbctttielWs  agato  atTor«> 
logli^  their  plaee  of  rcDdelvous.  Iftre  they  eqaip- 
fed  i^atii  a  new  fleet  tb  rercttge  their  fortner  mif^ 
Mrttmesoii  the  Spaoiardt,  under  the conduA of  oo^ 
k  Siear  Maiatenon  a  Frenchman ;  with  thia  fleet  he 
mrkod  at  the  ifland  de  k  Trinidad;  belrweea  the 
iOe  of  Tobago  and  the  ccafia  of  Paria.  This  iOa^ 
thef  facked,  and  after  pot  to  the  nrnfom  of  one 
bMdttd  tbosiaiid  pieces  of  eight.  Hence  they  dc^ 
parted  with  d^ga  to  take  and  pillage  the  city  of 
Oriocas,  ov^r-ag^nft  the  iflaod  of  Cura&oy  beloa^*- 
tag  to  th^  HolliMer%. 

C  HAP.    xxir. 

Encounters  at  the  t/famU  rfCt^ana  aniTfiagi^  Be*' 
iwen  the  count  iEftrees^  admiral  of  France  ifp 
America^  and  the  Heer  Jacob  Binkei^  vice^admirat 
^  the  linked  Protmeeu 

IT  is  already  known  ta  the  gfeateft  part  of  Etr» 
fope,  that  the  prince  of  Cooriaed  began  to  effa»> 
bltftia  colony  in  the  ifland  of  Tobago;  and  that 
ibme  time  after  his  people,  for  want  of  timely  re*> 
cmlt%  abandoned  the  fame,  leaving  it  to  the  nese 
occupant.  Thus  it  fell  into  the  bands  of  Adrian 
and  ^melius  Lampefius,  natives  of  Flti&ng  m  2^ca^ 
land,  who  arriving  there  in  i6$Af  they  fortified  it 
by  the  order  of  the  Slates  General,  boikling  a  good- 
s' ly 
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}f  0SSt^  10  %  cOQveoieQt  fitutdoo;  ctpablo  of  hio^ 
deriii^  ibe  affiuilu  of  any  eneud. 

The  ftfCQgth  of  dm  caftle  wii  afterwards  foffi* 
deady  tried  by  moofieor  d'Eftrees,  as  I  OuU  relate^ 
after  I  have  firft  told  yoa  what  happened  before* 
Cajniiia  in  l4^6.  Thia  year  theSutes  Geoerat  lent 
cbe  ▼tee-admiral,  Jacob  Binkes,  to  the  idand  dt 
Cayskiiay  dien  in  pofleffion  of  the  French,  to  repof- 
feft  it.  With  thefe  orders  he  fet  forth  from  Uol^ 
land,  March  i6th  m  the  fatd  year,  with  a  fleet  of 
fevcn  men  of  war,  one  firt-fiiip,  and  five  other  fmall- 
veflels.  Tbiafleet  arrived  at  Cayana;  May  4tb next 
following.  Upon  their  arrival,  the  Heer  Binkes 
haded  900  men,  who  approaching  the  cadle,  futn^ 
moned  the  gpvarnor  to  furrender  at  difcredon.  ffe 
ttifwered,  ^  He  thought  of  nothing  Ie&.  than  fur- 
**-  rendering,  but  that  he  and  his  people  were  re-* 
''  folved  to  defend  dieo^ves  to  the  utmoft."  The 
Heer  Binkes  haviiig  received  this  anfwei:,  prefendy 
commanded  his  troops  to  attack  the  cafUe  on  both 
fides  at  once ;  the  aflaalt  was  vecy  furious,  but  at 
kngtb  the  French  being  very  few,  and  overwhelmed 
with  the  multitude  of  their  enemies,  furrendered 
both  their  anns  and  the  caftle.  In  it  ware  found 
37  pieces  of  cannon.  The  governor,  named  mou- 
£eur  Lef^  with  two  jpriefts,  weie  fent  into  Holhnd. 
The  Ifeer  Binkes  loit  in  the  combat  14  men  only, 
and  had  7a  wounded. 

The  French  king-'  no  fooner  tinderftood^  this,  but 
be  fent  in  OAober  following  the  count  d*Efliees  to 
retake  the  fdd  ifland  from  the  Hollanders.  He  ar- 
rived diere  in  December  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of 
war,  all  well  equipped  and  provided.  Being  come 
as  far  as  the  river  Aperovaco,  he  met  with  a  fniall 
veflU  of  Names,  which  had'  fet  forth  from  Cayana 
bat  a  fi^tnight  before,,  which  gave  him.  intelligence 
of  >Qie  condidon  wherdn  he  might  be  certain  to 

find 
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find  the  Hollanders  at  Cayaaa.  They  told  thelfi 
there  were  300  men  ia  the  caftlcj  that  all  about  ft 
they  had  fixed  ftrong  palifadocs  or  empalemcDts,. 
and  that  wichin  the  calUe  wera  inouiued  z6  piecet 
of  casnon. 

•Mdnfieur  d^Eftrccs  being  enabled  with  this  iatcl* 
ligenee  to  take  his  own  meaAires,  pfx>ceeded  on  hit 
voyage^  and  arrived  at  the  port  ot  the  faid  IQand, 
three-  leagues  from  the  caftie ;  here  he  landed  800 
men  in  two  feveral  parties  ;  one  he  placed  under  the 
count  de  Blinac,  and  the  other  under  monlieur  de 
St.  Faucher.  On  board  the  fleet  ht  left  monfieur 
Gabaret»  with  divers  other  j>rincipai  troops,  which 
he  thought  not  necefTary  to  be  landed*  The  men 
being^  let  on  (liore,  the  fleet  weighed  anchor,  and 
failed  very  flowly  toward  the  caftie^  while  the  fol- 
dicrs  marched  by  land.  Thefe  could  not  travel 
otherwife  than  by  nights,  by  reafon  of  the  excciBvc 
heats  and  intolerable  exhalations  of  the  earth,  which 
here  is  very  fulphurous,  and  no  better  than  a  fmaiky 
and  Ainking  oven. 

O^Vober  ipih*  the  count  d'Eflrees  fent  monfieur 
de  Lefi  (who  had  been  governor  of  the  ifland,  as 
was  (aid  btfcre)  demanding  of  them  to  deliviir  the. 
cafHe  to  the  obedience  of  the  kirig  his^  mafter,  and 
to  him  in  his  fovcreign*s  name.  But  thofe  whhia 
refoived  n,ot  to  yield,  but  at  the  exj^nce  of  their 
lives  and  blood;  which  anfwer  they  fent' to  mon- 
fieur d'Eftrees.  Hereupon  the  Ffcnch,  the  next 
nighty  ftormed  the  caftle  on  fcven  feveral  fides  at 
once..  The  defendants  having  dor^e  their  duty,  and 
fought  with  as  much  valour  as  poflible,  were  at  laft 
forced  to  furrender,  having  38  pcrfons-kUlcd,  be- 
fides  many  wounded.  All  the  prifooeps  were  trans- 
ported into  France,  where  they  were,  ufed  with. great 
bardfliip. 

Monfieur. 
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Monfieur  d'Eftrccs  having  fettled  all  things  at  the 
ifle  of  Cayana,  departed  thence  for  Martinico,  where 
being  arrived,  he  was  told,  that  the  Hecr  Binkes 
•was  then  at  the  iflaiid  of  Tobago,  and  his  fleet  lay 
at  anchor  in  the  bay.  Upon  this  intelligence,  monr- 
iieor  d'Eftrees  made  no  long  flay  there,  but  fteered 
dircftly  for  Tobago.  No  fooner  uas  he  come  nigh 
the  ifland,  but  vice-admiral  Binkes  fent  his  land- 
forces  with  a  good  number  of  mariners  on  ftiore  to 
manage  and  defend  the  artillery  there.  Thefe  force's 
were  commanded  by  the  captains  Vander  Graaf, 
Van  Dongen,  and  Ciavone,  who  laboured  very  hard 
all  that  night  in  raidng  batteries,  and  filling  up  the 
palifadocs  of  the  fortrefs  called  Sterrfchans. 

Two  days  after  the  French  fleet  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  bay  of  Palmit,  and  immediately  in  eighteen 
boats  they  landed  all  their  men.     The  Heer  Binkes 
perceiving  the  French  upon  the  hills,  gave  orders  t6 
burn  all  the  houfes  near  the  caftle,  that  the  French 
might  have  no  place  to  fhelrer  themfelves  there.  Fe- 
bruary 23d,  monfieur  d'Eftrees  fent  a  drum  to  the 
Hollanders  to   demand  the  furrendry  of  the  fort, 
which  was  abfolutely  denied.   Thus  things  continued 
till  the  3d. of  March  :    on  this  day  the  French  fleet 
came  with  full  fail,  and  engaged  the  Dutch  fleer, 
and  the  difputc  was  very  hot  on  both  fides ;  mean 
time,  the  land-forces  of  the  French  being  ftieltered 
by  the  thicknefs  of  the  woods,  advanced  towardi 
the  caftle,  and  ftormed  it  very  briflcly;  but  Were 
repulfed  by  the  Dutch  with  fuch  vigour,  as  canfed' 
them  after  three  fcvcral  attacks  to  retire,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  1 50  men,  and  200  wounded ;  thefe 
tbey  carried  off*,  or  rather  dragged  away  with  no 
fmall  difficulty,  by  reafon  of  their  cKforderly  retreat. 
All  this  while  the  two  fleets  continued  the  com- 
bat, and  fought  very  defperately,  till  on  both  fides 
imie  fiiips  were  confomed  between  Vulcan  and  Nep> 
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tane;-of  tbb  number  vt^%  monfiettr  d'Eftrees*  hisL 
"[own  (hip,  monnted  with  27  guns  of  prodigious  big^ 
DcTSy  befides  fmaller  pieces.  The  battle  lafled  from 
break  of  day  till  evening  f  a  little  before  which  timc- 
monfieur  d'Eftrees  quitted  the-  bay  with  the  reft  of - 
the  (hips^  to  the  Hollanders,  except  two,  which, 
were  ftranded'  under  ffril,  having  gone  too  high . 
within  the  port,  leaving  the  vjftory  to  the.  Hol- 
landers  though  with  the  lofs  of  feveral  (hips  that, 
were  burnt. 

Moniieur  d-E(lreeSs  finding  himfelf  under   the- 
fliime  of  this  defeat,  and  that  he  could  expeA  no 
advantage  for  the  prefcnt  over  the  ifland  of  Tobago^, 
fet  fail  from  thence  March  i8ih,  and  June  21ft  he. 
.arrived  at  Breft  in  France..    Having  giveo  an  ac- 
,co^nt  of  himfelf  to  the  king,  be  was  commanded  to 
undertake  again. the enterprize  of  Tobago.     To  this . 
.  efFeft  he  ordered  eight  great  men  of  war  and  eight 
fmaller  to  be  equipped  with  all  fpeed,  with  which, 
jnodfieur  d'Eftrees  fet  fail  from  the  faid  port  of 
Breft,  OAober  3d  following,  and  arrived  Docember 
I  ft  at  Barbadoes.     Having  received  fome  recruits 
from  Martinico,  be  fent.  before-hand  to  review  To- 
bago, and  fet  fail  direftly  for  the  fame,  where  he 
arrived  December  7th,  with  all  his  ftdet. 

Immediately  he  landed  500  nien  under  monfieur. 
de  Blinac,  governor  of  the  French  iflands  is  i\me— 
rica;  thcfe  were  followed  foon  after  by  a  thoufand) 
more.     December  9th,  they  aj^oached  within  6oa 
paces  of  a  port  called  le  Cort,  where  they  landed  • 
the  artillery  dcfigned  for  this  eniciprize.     On  the . 
loih  monfieur  d?Eftrces  went  in  perkHi  to  view  the 
caftle,  and  demaikled  of  the  Heer  Binkes,  by  a  mef-> 
fenger,  the  furresdry  thereof,  which  was  generouflj. 
denied'.     Next  day  the  French  advanced  towards 
the  caftle,  j^nd  on  the  12th,-  the  Dutch  from  within 
iired  at  them  without  iatermlffion.     The  French 

began 
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began  theU  attack  by  cafling  fireballs  into  the 
cafUe  with  main  violence ,-  the  very  tliird  ball  that 
was  caft  in,  happened  to  £all  ia  the  path-way  that 
led  to  the  ftorehouTe,  where  the  powder  And  am- 
manition  were  kept ;  in  this  path  was  much  powder 
fcatteredy.  through  the  negligence  of  thofe  that  car* 
ried  it  to  and  fro,  for  the  neceflfary  (upply  of  the 
defendants,  which  by  tlMt  means  takiiw  fire»  it  ran 
in  a  moment  to  the  ftorehoufe,  which  iuddenly  was 
blown  up,  and  with  it  vice-admiral  Binkes  htmfelf, 
and  all  his  officers,  only  captain  Van  Dongen  re« 
mained  alive.  This  mifcbanct  being  perceived  by 
the  French,  tliey  inllantly  ran  with  500  men,  aod 
pofleflled  themfelvcs  of  the  caftle:  here  they  found 
300  men  aKve,  whom  they  took  prifencis,  and 
tranfported  into  France*  Monficur  d^Eftrees,  after 
this»  commanded  the  caftle  to  be  demolifbed,  with 
odier  polls  that  might  ferve  for  any  defence,  aiadfa 
all  the  houfes  {landing  upon  the  iHand  :  this  done, 
be  departed  thcace  December  2 7  th|  and  arrived  ft^MB 
to  France  after  a  profperooi  vtiyage. 
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AMERICA. 

P  A  R  T     II. 
The  dangerous  voyage  and  bold  adventures  of  captedn. 
Sharpy  Coxcn,  Sawkins,  artd  others  in  the  South*- 
Sea. 

.  C  H  A  P.  ^  L  . 

They  fet  fail  for  the  province  (f  Darien,  itpon  the 
continent  of  /Itnerica.  Their  deftgns  to  pillage  and 
plunder  in  thofe  parts.  Number  of  their  fbipi, 
aJidJirength  rfiheir  forces  byfea  and  land. 

AT  a  place  called  Bocca  del  Toro  was  the 
general  reodezvous  of  the  fleet,  which  late* 
ly  had  taken  and  facked  Puerto  Bello  the 
fecond  time  ;  that  rich  place  having  been  taken  once 
before  under  the  conduft  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan.  At 
this  place  were  two  other  veflels  ;  the  one  belonging 
to  captain  Peter  Harris,  the  other  to  captain  Richard 
Sawkios,  two  Englifli  privateers.  Here  we  had  the 
news  of  a  peace  concluded  between  the  Spaniards 
and  the  Indt;ms  of  Darien,  who  were  commonly  at 
.  war  one  with  the  other,    Alfo,  that  fince  the  coq- 
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clufion  of  the  faid  peace,  they  bad  been  found  very 
faithful  to  captain  Bournano,  a  French  commander, 
in  an  attempt  upon  a  place  called  Chepo,  nigh  the 
Sourh-Sea.  Further,  that  the  Indians  had  promifed 
to  conduct  him  unto  a  great  and  very  rich  place, 
named  Tocamora ;  whereupon  Bournano  promifed 
them  to  return  in  three  months  with  more  (hips  and 
men.  This  made  us  agree  to  vifit  the  faid  place, 
and  in  order  thereto  difperfed  ourfelves  into  (everal 
Coves  (by  the  Spaniards  called  Cuevas,  j.  /.  hollow 
creeks  under  the  coafis)  there  to  careen  and  fit  our 
veflels  for  that  purpofe.  Here,  1.  e.  at  Bocca  del 
Toro,  vre  found  plenty  of  fat  tortoifes,  the  plea- 
fanteft  aicat  in  the  world.  Our  veHels  being  refitted, 
we  rendezvoufed  at  an  iOand  called  by  us  the  Watcr- 
Itey,  a&d  our  flreogth  was  as  followeth : 

Tons.  Guns.  Men* 

Capt.  Coxon  in  a  fliip  of       80  8  97 

Capt.  Harris  in  another t>f   ijo  25  107 

Capt.  Bournano'   —    —    90  6  86 

Capt.  Sawkins    —       —     16  I  35 

Capt.  Sharp    — .    —    —  ^S  a  40  • 

Capt.  Cook   —    —    —    35  •  43 

Capt.  AHefton    —      .^     18  o  24 

Capt.  Row    —    —    —     20'  o  25 

Capt.  Macket    —      — i.       1 4  o  20 

Total 44S        42        477 

We  failed  fronf  thence  March  23d,  1679,  and  in 
our  way  touched  at  the  idands  called  Zamblas.  Thefe 
iflands  reach  eight  leagues  in  length,  lying  fourteen 
leagues  weft  ward  of  the  river  Daricn.  Being  here 
at  an  anchor,  many  of  the  Indians,  both  men  and 
women,  came  to  fee  us;  fome  brought  plantanes, 
others  other  fruits,  an  J  venifon,  to  exchange  with 
us  for  beads,  needles,  knives,  or  any  trifling  bauble 

whereof 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


236        The  HISrORT  of  ibe 

whereof  they  (bad  in  need  ;  but  they  mod  corct 
axes  and  hatchets,  for  the  felling  of  limber.  The 
lacn  here  go  naked,  having  only  a  (harp  and  hol- 
low tip,  made  either  of  gold,  illver,  or  bark,  into 
which  they  thruft  their  privy  members,  which  they 
faften  with  a  ftring  about  their  middle :  they  wear 
as  an  ornament  in  their  nofes,  a  gold  or  fiWer  plate. 
In  the  form  of  a  half- moon  ;  which  when  they  drink^ 
th^  hold  up  with  one  hand,  while  they  lift  the 
cop  with  the  other.  The  men  paint  themfclves 
fomctimes  with  ftrcaks  of  black,  audT  the  women 
With  red:  the  women  have  in  their  nofes  a  pretty 
thick  ring  of  gold  or  filver,  and  cover  thcmfelvcs 
with  a  bhlnket  only:  they  are  generally  well  fea* 
tared  ;  among  whom  I  faw  feveral  fairer  than  the 
faireA  of  Europe, -with  hair  as  white  as  the  fineft 
flax :  it  is  reported  of  them,  that  ihey  fee  better  in 
the.  dark,  than  in  the  light. 

Thefe  Indians  miffiked  ©or  de/jpi  for  Tbttmidra, 
and  di/Fuaded  us  from  it,  aflertiog  that  it  wotilcf 
prove  too  tedious  a  march^  the  way  beiiig  fo  motin* 
t^^aous  and  uoinhtbited^  that  k  woold  b^  ebttreme 
dif&cult  to  get  prorifioos  fcur  ow  men.  Withal, 
they  proffered  to  guide  us  undeferied'  withid  a  kw 
leagues  of  tjie  city  of  Panama,  in  cafe  we  w^re 
picafed  to  jgo  thither,  where  we  knew  \kre  fhould 
make  a  good  voy^.  Upon  thefe,  and  other  rta- 
foos  which  they  gave  us,  we  concluded  to  defift 
from  the  journey  of  Tocamora,  and-  to  proceed  to 
Panama.  Thefe  refolutions  takes,  captain  Bouf* 
hano  and  captain  Row's  veflels  feparated  from  us, 
being  all  French,  and  not  willii^  to  go  to  Panama, 
they  declaring  themfelves  generally  againll  a  long 
inarch  by  land ;  fo  we  left  them  at  the  Zamblas. 
From  thence  an  Indian  captain,  or  chief  commander, 
named  Andraeas,  conduced  us  to  another  iflaod,. 
called  by  the  £ngii(h  the  Goldea  liland,   fitnated 
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fomerhipg  to  the  wcflward  of  the  mouth  of  the 
great  river  of  Daricn.  At  this  ifland  we  met,  being 
in  all  fevea  fail,  April  3,  1680. 

Here  rhe  Indians  gave  ns  notice  of  a  town  called 
Santa  Maria,  fitnate  on  a  great  river  of  the  fame 
name,  which  runs  in^o  the  South-Sea,  by  the  gulph 
t>f  San  Miguel ;  that  in  the  town  was  kept  a  garri* 
fon  of  four  hundred  foldlers;  and  that  from  this 
place  much  gold  was  carried  to  Panama,  whxh  was 
gathered -from  the  mountains  thereabouts;  that  in  cafe 
we  ftiould  not  find  fufficient  booty  there,  we  might 
from  thence  proceed  •  by  fea  to  Panama,  where  we 
could  not  eafily  fail  of  our  defigns.  This  motion  of 
die  Indians  we  liked  fo  well,  that  we  landed  331 
men,  April  jtb,  1680,  leaving  captains  Allefton  and 
Macket,  with  a  party  of  feamen,  to  guard  our  fliips 
ift,  our  abfeace»  with  which  we  intended  to  return 
lioine. 

Thefe  men  that  were  landed,  bad  each  of  them 
three  or  four  cakes  of  bread  (called  by  the  Fnglifh, 
Dough-boys)  for  their  provifion  of  visuals ;  and  as 
for  drink,  the  rivers  afforded  them  enough.  At 
our  landing  here  captain  Sharp  was  very  faint  and 
weak,  having  had  a  great  fit  of  ficknefs,  of  which 
he  was  fcarccly  recovered.  Our  feveral  companies 
that  marched  were  diAinguifhed  as  follows :  Firit, 
captain  Barthdomew  Sharp,  with  his  company,  liad 
a  red  flng,  with  a  bunch  of  white  and  green  rib- 
bons :  the  fecond  divjfion,.  Jed  by  captain  Richard 
Sawkins,  with  his  men,  had  a  red  flag  ilripcd  with 
yellow :  the  third  and  fourth,  which  were  led  bj 
captain  Peter  Harris,  had  two  green  flags,  his  com- 
pany marching  in  two  diilinft  divifions :  the  fifth 
and  fixth,  led  by  captain  John  Coxon,  who  had 
fomeof  AlleAon's  andMacket's  men  joined  unto  his, 
made  two  divifions  or  companies,  and  had  each  of 
'  ]them  a  red  flag :   the  feventh  was  led  by  captain 
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Edmpnd  Cook,  with  red  colours  ftriped  with  yel- 
low, whh  a  hand  and  fword  for  his  device :  all,  or 
moft  of  them,  were  armed  with  fuzec,  piftol,  and 
hanger. 

CHAP,     II. 

They  march  towards  the  town  of  Santa  Maria  ivith 
a  defign  to  take  it.  The  Indian  king  of  Darien 
meeteth  them.     DiJUculties  of  this  march, 

BEING  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Darien,  and  di- 
vided into  companies,  a^  was  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  we  began  our  march  towardi 
Santa  Maria,  the  Indians  ferving  us  for  guides  in 
that  unkno\ATi  country:  thus  we  marched  at  firft 
through  a  fmall  Ikirt  of  a  wood,  and  thca  over  a 
bay  almoft  a  league  in  length  ;  after  that,  we  went 
two  leagues  direftly  up  a  woody  valley,  where  we 
faw  here  and  there  an  old  plantation,  and  had  a  very 
good  path  to  march  in  :  there  we  came  to  the  fide 
of  a  river,  which  in  moft  places  was  dry,  and  built 
us  houfes,  or  rather  huts  to  lodge  in. 

Here  another  Indian,  who  was  a  chief  commander, 
a  man  of  great  parts,  named  captain  Antonio,  joined 
us :  this  Indian  officer  mightily  encourageti  us  to 
undertake  the  journey  of  Santa  Maria,  and  promif- 
cd  to  be  our  leader;  fa>ing,  that  he  would  have 
gone  along  with  us  prefently,  but  that  his  child  lay 
very  fick  ;  however,  he  was  afTured  it  would  die  by 
next  day,  and  then  he  would  moft  certainly  follow 
and  overtake  us :  withal,  he  defired  we  would  not  lie 
in  the  grafs,  for  fear  of  monftrous  adders  which  are 
very  frequent  in  thofe  places.  Breaking  fome  of  the 
ftones  that  lay  in  the  river,  we  found  them  fhine  like 
fparks  of  gold.  Thefe  ftones  are  driven  down  fiom 
the  neighbouring  mountains  in  time  of  floods.  This 
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^y  four  of  our  men  tired,  and  returned  back  to 
the  rhips;  fo  we  remained  in  aH  327  men  with  fix 
Indians  to  conduct  ns :  that  night  fome  fhowers  of 
rain  fell. 

The  next  day  of  onr  march  we  mounted  a  very 
fteep  hill,  and  on  the  other  fide,  at  the  foot  there- 
of, we  relied  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  \('hich  cap- 
tain Andraeas  told  us  ran  into  the  Soiith-Sca,  being 
the  fame  river  on  which  the  town  of  Santa  Maria 
was  fituated.  Hence  wc  continued  our  march  until 
noon,  and  then  afccnded  another  mountain,  far 
higher  than  the  former.  Here  we  were  often,  and. 
in  many  plaots,  in  great  danger,  the  mountain  be- 
ing fo  perpendicular,  and  the  path  fo  narrow,  that 
but  one  man  at  a  time  could  pafs.  We  arrived  in 
the  evening  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  and 
lodged  again  by  the  fide  of  the  fame  river,  having 
marched  that  day,  according  to  our  reckoning,  about 
1 8  miles :  this  night  fikewife  fome  rain  fell. 

The  next  morning,  being  April  7th,  wc  marched 
all  along  the  river  afore  ineniioned,  crofling  it  often, 
almoft  at  every  half  mile,  fomeiimes  up  to  the  knees, 
and  at  other  times  up  to  the  middle,  in  a  very  fwift 
current ;  about  noon  we  came  ro  a  place  wher«  wc 
found,  fome  Indian  houfes  ;*'thefc  were  very  large 
and  neat;  the  fides  were  builrxvith  cabbage- trtes, 
and  the  roofs  with  wild  canes,  thatched  with  pal- 
mito  royal,  but  much  neater  than  ours  at  Jamaica  ; 
they  had  many  partitions,  or  diftind^  ground- rooms, 
bat  no  afcent  by  flairs.  At  this  place  were  four  of 
thefe  houfes  together,  within  a  ftone's  throw  of  one 
another,  each  of  them  having  a  large  plantane-walk 
before  it.  Half  a  mile  from  this  place  lived  the  king* 
or  chief  captain  of  thcfe  Indians  of  Darien,  who 
came  to  vifit  us  in  royal  robes,  with  his  queen  and 
family.  His  crown  was  maiJc  of  fmall  white  reeds 
curioufly  woven,  having  no  other  top  than  Its  lining, 
*  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


240       The  HISrORT  ^f  the 

M^hich  was  red  fllk  :  round  about  the  middle  of  it 
was  a  thin  plate  of  gold,  about  two  iocbes  broad* 
laced  behind,  in  which  ftuck  two  or  three  oftrich's 
feathers ;  about  this  plate  went  alfo  a  row  of  golden 
beads,  which  were  bigger  than  ordinary  peate,  un- 
deroeath  which  the  red  lining  of  the  crown  was 
leen.     In  his  nofe  he  wore  a  large  plate  of  gold,  in 
form  of  a  half-moon ;  and  in  eadi  ear  a  great  gold 
nngf  nigh  four  inches  diameter,  with  a  round  thin 
plate  of  gold  of  the  fame  breadth,  having  a  fmnll 
hole  in  the  center,  by  which  it  hung  to  the  ring. 
He  was  covered  with   a  thin  white. cotton  robe, 
reaching  to  the  fmall  of  his  legs,  and  round  its  hot* 
torn  was  a  fringe  of  the  fame,  three  inches  deep  ;  (b 
that  by  reafon  of  the  length  of  this  robe,  we  could 
fee  no  higher  than  his  naked  ancles :  in  bis  hand  he 
had  a  long  bright  lance  as  (harp  as  any  knife.    With 
farm  he  had  three  fons,  each  of  them  having  a  white 
robe,  and  their  lances  in  their  hands,  but  ftanding 
^e-headed  before  him,  at  did  ei^ht  or  nine  per- 
foDS  more  of  his  retinue  or  guard.     His  queen  wore 
a  red  blanket,  which  was  clofely  g^rt  abou:   her' 
waift„  another  that  came  loo&ly  over  her  head  and 
ihoulders,  like  oor  oid-faftuoiied  ftriped  hangings  : 
(he  had  a  young  child  in  her  arms,  and  two  daugh- 
ters walked  by  her,  both  marriageable,  with  their 
faces  almoft  covered  with  (Iripes  or  Areaks  of  red, 
aod  about  their  neck  ani  arms  aimod  loaden  with 
linall  beads  of  feveral  colours.     Thcfe  Indian  v^o- 
men  of  the  province  of  Darien  are  generally  very 
free,  airy,  and  brtflc;  yet  withal  very  modeft»  and 
caucioQS  in  their  hulbands  prefence,  of  wbofe  j<a- 
loufy  they*  ftaiid  in  fear.     With  thefe  Indians  w^ 
made  an  exchange,  or  had  a  truck,  as  it  is  called, 
for  knives,  pins,    needles,  or  any  other  fuch  lik^ 
trifles;  but  in  our  dealings  with  them  we  foun.l 
iheoa  to  be  very  cunning.     Here  we  rcfted  ourfdve*. 
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for  die  fpace  of  ooe  day ;  and  withal  choG;:  ciptaia 
Sawkios  to  lead  the  forlorn,  unto  whom,  for  that 
•  parpoie,  we  gave  the  choice  of  fourfcore  men.  The 
king  ordered  us  each  roan  to  have  three  plantanes,  with 
fugar  canes  to  fuck,  by  way  of  a  prefent ;  but  when 
thcfe  wereconfumed,  if  we  would  not  truck  we  mud 
have  ftarvedtf  for  the  king  himfelf  did  not  ref  ufe  to  deal 
for  his  plantane$:  this  fort  of  fruit  is  firft  reducod 
to  malh^  then  laid  betweea  leaves  of  the  fame  tree, 
and  fo  ufed  with  water,  after  which  preparation  thej 
callitMifcelaw. 

April  nine  we  contioued  our  march  along  the 
banks  of  the  river  above-mentioned,  finding  in  our  way 
bcFe  and  tbexe  a  hoqie.  The  owners  of  the  (aid  houfet 
would  iBoft  coQimonly  Hand  at  the  door,  and  give^ 
as  we  pafled  by,  to  evejy  one  of  us, '  either  ripe 
plantane,  or  fome  fweetcazove-root:  fomcofthem 
woald  eooAt  us.  by  dropping  a  gVaio  of  cora  for  each 
man  that  pafled  before  them,  for  they  know  no  greater 
nnmber,  nor  can  tell  farther  than  twenty.  That 
night  wearrlved  at  three  great  Indian  houfes,  where 
we  took  up  our  lodgings,  the  weather  being  clear  and 
ierene  all  night. 

The  next  day  captain  Sharp,  captain  Coxon,  and 
captain  Cook,  with  about  threefcore  and  ten  of  oup 
men^  embarked  thenifelves  in  fourteen  canoes  upon 
the  river  to  glide  down  the  ftream :  among  this 
number  I  did  alfo  embark,  and  we  had  in  our  com- 
pany oi>r  Indian  captain  Andraeas,  of  whom  mention 
was  made  above;  and  two  Indians  move,  in  each 
canoe,  to  pilot  or  guide  us  down  the  river :  but  if 
we  were  tired  In  tiavelling  by  land  before,  cc/tainly 
We  were  in  a  worfe  condition  now  in  our  canoes;  for 
at  the  diftance  of  almoft  every  ftone's  cart  we  were 
conftrained  to  quit  and  get  out  of  our  boats,  and 
haul  them  over  cither  fands  or  rocks ;  at  other  times 
over  trees  that  lay  crofs  and  filled  up  the  river,  fo 
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that  they  hindered  onr  navigation  ;  yea,  fevcral 
times  over  the  very  points  of  land  itfelf.  That  night 
-we  built  ourfelves  huts  to  ftielter  in  upon  the 
river-fide,  and  rcfted  our  wearied  limbs  till  next 
morning. 

The  eleventh  we  profecuted  our  journey  all  day 
long  with  the  fame  fatigue  and  toil  as  we  had  done 
the  day  before:  at  night  came' a  tyger,  and  looked 
on  us  for  fome  while,  but  we  dared  not  to  fire  at  the 
animal,  fearing  we  fhould  be  defer  led  by  the 
found  of  our  fuzees ;  the  Spaniards,  as  we  were 
told,  not  being  at  much  diflance  from  that 
•  place. 

But  the  next  day,  being  April  1 2,  our  pain  and 
labour  was  rather  doubled  than  dimini(hed,  not  only 
for  the  difficulties  of  the  way,  which  were  intoler- 
able, but  chiefly  for  the  abfence  of  our  naain  body 
of  men,  from  whom  we  had  parted  the  day  before : 
for  now,  hearing  no  news  of  them,  we  grew  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  the  Indians,  and  their  counfels, 
fufpefting^it  a  dcfign  of  thofe  people  thus  to  divide 
our  forces,  and  then  betray  us  to  the  Spaniards,  our 
implacable  enemies:  that  night  we  refted  ourfelyes 
by  buildirrg  of  huts,  as  we  had  done,  and  hath  been 
mentioned  before. 

The  next  day,  being  TuefJay,  we  continued  our 
navigation  down  the  river,  and  arrived  at  a  beachy 
point  of  land,  where  another  arm  joined  the  fame 
tiver :  here,  as  we  under Aood,  the  Indians  0/  Darien 
did  ufually  rendezvous,  whenfoever  they  drew  up  in  a 
body,  with  intention  to  fight  their  ancient  enemies 
the  Spaniards.  Here  alfo  we  made  a  halt,  and  ftaid 
for  the  reft  of  our  forces  and  company,  the  Indians 
having  now  fcnt  to  feek  them,  being  themfclves  not 
a  little  concerned  at  our  difCuisfaftion  and  jealoufies : 
in  the  afternoon  our  companions  came  up  with  us, 
and  were  very  glad  to  fee  us,  they  having  been  in 
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no  lefs  fear  for  us  than  we  had  been  in  for  them  :  we 
continued  and  rcfVed  there  that  night  alfo,\vith  defign 
to  fit  our  arms  for  afiion,  which  now,  as  we  were  told, 
was  nigh  at  hand. 

We  departed  from  thence  early  the  next  morning, 
which  was  the  Uft  day  of  our  march,   being  in  all . 
now  the  number  of  threcfcore  and  eight  canoes, 
wherein  were  embarked  327  of  us  Engli(hmen,  and 
50  Indians, who  fcTved  us  for  guides.     To  the  point 
above-mentioned,  the  Indians  had  hitherto  guided 
onr  canoes  with  long  poles   or  flicks;  but  now  wc 
made  oarfelves  oars  and  paddles  to  row  withal,  and 
thereby  made  what  fpced  we  could  :  thus  we  rowed 
with  all  hade  imaginable,  and  on  tlie  civer  happened 
to  meet  two  or  three  In  Jian  canoes  that  were  laden 
with  plantanes.     About  mlJnIght  we  arrived,   and 
landed  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile,  or  thereabouts, 
from  the  town  of  Santa  Maria,  whither  our  march 
was  all  along  intended :  the  place  where  we  latided 
was  very  muddy,  infomuch  that  we  were  conftrain^  J 
to  lay  our  paddles  upon  it,  and  withal  lift  ourfelvcs 
up  by  the  boughs  of  the  trees  to  fupport  our  bodies 
from  fmking:  afterwards  we  were  forced  to  cut  our 
way  through  the  woods  for  fome  fpace,  where  we 
took  up  onr  lodgings  for  that  night,    for  fear  of 
being  difcovcred  by  the  enemy,  whom  we  were  (b 
near. 

CHAP.  III. 
They  take  the  town  of  Santa  Maria,  tvith  no  hfs  cf 
tnen^  but  meet  not  ivithfo  much  booty  as  was  expecldd, 
Def:ription  of  the  place ,  country,  and  river  aJja- 
cent.  They  refolve  to  go  and  plunder  afecond  time 
the  city  of  Panama, 

nPHE  next  morning,  which  was  Thurfday,  April 

-*    15,  about  break  of  day,  we  heard  from  the  town 

a  fmall  arm  difcharged,  and  after  that  a  dr  um  beating 

a  rcvaillcr ;  with  this  we  rouzed  from  our  fleen,  and 
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taking  to  oar  arms,  we  put  ourfelves  ia  order,  and 
marched  towards  the  lowa.  As  foon  as  we  came 
out  of  the  woods  into  the  opea  ground,  we  were 
dfefcried  by  the  Spaniards,  who  had  received  before- 
hand iatelligence  of  our  coming,  and  were  prepared 
to  receive  us,  having  already  conveyed  away  ^  their 
treafure  of  gold,  and  fent  it  to  Panama.  They  raa 
immediately  iuto.a  large  polifado  fort,  having  each 
pale  or  port  twelve  feet  high,  and  began  to  fire  very 
farifkly  ac  us  as  we  came ;  but  our  vanguard  ran  up 
to  the  place,  and  pulling  down  two  or  three  of  their 
palifadoes,  entered  the  fort  inftantly,  and  made  thera- 
ielves  mailers  thereof.  In  this  a^ion  there  were  not 
fifty  of  our  men  that  came  up  before  the  fort  was 
taken ;  and  on  our  fide  only  two  w^e  wounded,  and 
not  one  killed ;  notwithftanding  within  the  place  were 
found  two  hundred  and  threefcoremen,  befideswhkh 
number,  two  hundred  others  were  faid  to  be  abfent, 
bein^gone  up  into  the  country,  unto  the  niines,  to 
fetch  down  gold,  or  rather  to  convey  away  what  was 
already  in  the  town.  This  golden  treafure  cometh 
down  another  branch  of  this  river  unto  Santa  Maria, 
from  the  neighbouring  moun^ns,  where  are  thought 
to  be  the  richeft  mines  of  the  Indies,  or,  at  leafl, 
of  all  thefc  parts  of  the  weftcrn  world.  Of  the 
Spaniards  were  killed  in  the  aflauU  twenty-fix,  and 
wounded  to  the  number  of  fifteen  more  ;  but  their 
governor,  their  prieft,,  and  all,  or  moft  of  their  chief 
men,  made  their  efcapeby  flight. 

Having  taken  the  fort,  we  expefted  to  find  here  a 
confiderable  town  belonging  to  it  ;  but  it  proved  to 
be  only  fome  wild  houfes  made  of  cane,  the  place 
being  chiefly  a  garrifon  defigned  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  fubjeftion,  who  bear  a  mortal  hatred,  and  are  of- 
ten apt  to  rebel  againft  ihc  Spaniards,  But  as  bad 
a  place  as  it  was,  our  fortune  was  much  worfe, 
for  we  came  on^y  three  days  too  late,  or  elfe  we  liad 
met  with  thr<c^  hundred  weight  of  gold,  which  was 
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carried  thence  to  Panama  in  a  bark,  that  is  fent  from 
thence  twice  or  thrice  every  year,  to  fetch  what  gold 
is  brought  to  Santa  Maria  from  the  mountains.  This 
river,  called  by  the  name  of  the  town,  is  hereabouts 
twice  as  broad  as  the  river  of  Thames  is  at  "London, 
and  floweth  above  ihreefcore  miles  upwards,  rifing  10 
the  height  of  two  fathom  and  a  half  at  the  town  it- 
felf.  As  foon  as  we  had  taken  the  .place,  the  Indians 
who  belonged  to  our  connpany,  and  had  ferved  us  for 
guides,  came  up  to  the  town  ;  for  while  they  heard 
the  noife  of  the  guns  they  were  in  a  great  conftcrna- 
tioD,  and  dared  not  approach  the  pali^does,  but  had 
hid  themfelves  fo  well  in  a  fmall  hollow  ground,  that 
the  bullets,  while  we  were  fighting,  flew  over  their 
heads. 

Here  we  found  and  redeemed  the  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  king  of  Darlea,  of  whom  we  made  mentioa 
above  ;  flie  had,  as  it  (houlii  fcem,  been  forced  away 
from  her  father's  houfc  by  one  of  the  garrifon  (which 
rape  had  greatly  incenfed  him  againd  the  Spaniard) 
and  was  with  child  by  him.  After  the  fight,  the 
Indians  deftroyed  as  many  more  of  the  Spaniards,  as 
we  had  done  in  the  afTaiilt,  by  taking  them  into  the 
adjoining  woods,  and  there  ftabbing  them  to  death 
with  their  lances':  but  as  foon  as  we  underftood  this 
their  barbarous  craelty,  we  hindered  theD;i  from  tak- 
ing any  more'out  of  the  fort,  where  we  confined  them 
all  prifoners.  Captain  Sawkins,  with  a  fmall  party 
of  ten  more,  put  himfelf  into  a  canoe,  and  went  down 
the  river  to  purfue  and  Hop,  if  it  were  poffible,  thoTe 
that  had  efcaped,  who  were  the  chief  of  the  town  and 
garrifon.  But  now  our  great  expcftations  of  mak- 
ing a  huge  purchafe  of  gold  at  this  place  being  totally 
vaniflied,  we  were  unwilling  to  con^  fo  far  for  no- 
thing, or  go  back  empty  handed ;  efpeciallyconfidering 
what  vafl  riches  were  to  be  had  at  no  great  diftancc 
from  thence^  Hereupon  we  refolvcdtogofor  Panama, 
L  3  which 
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which  place  if  we  could  take,  we  were  aflfufed  wc 
ihould  get  treafure .  enough  to  fatisfy^our  hungry 
appetite  of  gold  and  riches,  that  city  being  the  recep- 
tacle of  all  the  plate,  jewels,  and  gold  that  is  digged  out 
of  the  ipines  of  all  Potofi  and  Peru.  In  order  to  it 
therefore,  and  to  pleafe  the  humours  of  fome  of  oor 
company,  we  made  choice  of  captain  Coxon  to  be 
our  general  commander  in  chief.  Before  our  de- 
parture we  fent  back  what  fmall  booty  we  had 
taken  here  by  fome  prifoners,  and  thefc  under  the 
charge  of  twelve  of  our  men,  to  convey  it  to  the 
fhips. 

Thus  we  prepared  to  go  forward  on  that  dangerous 
cnterprize  of  Panama.  But  the  Indians  who  had  coq- 
dufted  us,  having  gotten  from  us  what  knives,  fcif- 
fars,  axes,  needles,  and  beads  ^hey  could  obtain, 
would  not  ftay  any  longer,  but  all,  or  the  greateft 
part  of  them,  returned  to  their  home.  Notwith- 
llanding  which,  the  king  himfelf,  captain  A ndraeas, 
captain  Antonio,  the  king's  fon,  called  by  the  Span- 
niards  Boneted'Oro,  or  king  Golden-cap,  as  alfo  his 
kinfman^  would  not  be  perfuaded  by  their  fall- 
ing off  to  leave  us,  but  rcfolved  to  go  to  Panama, 
out  of  the  defire  they  had  to  fee  that  place  taken 
and  facked.  Nay,  the  king  promifed,  if  there 
ihould  be  occafion,  tojoin  us  with  a  very  great  number 
•  of  men.  Befides  which  promifes,  we  had  alfo  another 
very  confidecable  encouragement  to  undertake  this 
journey ;  for  the  Spaniard  who  had  forced  away 
the  king's  daughter,  as  was  mentioned  above,  fearing 
left  we  fhould  leave  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  In- 
,dians,  who  would  have  had  but  little  on  him,  having 
{hewed  themfelves  fo  cruel  unto  the  reft  of  his  com- 
panions, for  the  fafety  of  his  life,  had  promifed  to 
lead  us  not  only  into  the  town,  but  even  to  the  very 
door  of  the  governor  of  Panama's  bedchamber,  and 
that  we  ftiould  take  hun  by  the  hand,  and  feize  both 
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him  and  the  Vfho\c  ctty»  before  we  fliould  be  dif- 
covered  by  the  Spaniards,  cither  before  or  after  our 
arrivai. 

C  H  A  P.     IV.     • 

Tihe  Bucaniers  leave  the  town  cf  Santa  Maria,  and 
froceed  hy  feato  take  Panama.  The  extreme  difjicul- 
tieSf  with  fundry  accidents  and  dangers  of  that 
voyage. 

TIJ  A  V 1 N  G  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  towq  of 

^^   Santa    Maria  only  the  fpace  of  two  days,  we 

departed  from  thence  on  Saturday,  April  17,  1680. 

We  embarked  all  in  thirty-five  canoes  and  a  periaogiic 

which  we  had  taken  here  lying  at  anchor  before  the 

town.     Thus  we  faikd,-  or  rather  rowed  down  the 

river,  in  queft  of  the  South-{ea,  ppon  which  Panama 

36  feated  towards  the  gulf  of  Belona,  where  we  were 

to  enter  that  ocean.     Our  prifoners,  the  Spaniards, 

begged  very  earncflly  they  might  be  permitted  to  go 

with  us,  and  not  to  be  left  abandoned  to  the  mercy 

of  the  Indians,  who  would  (hew  them  no  favour,  and 

whofe  cruelty  they  fo  much  feared..    But  we  had 

much  ado  to  find  a  fufficient  number  of  boats  for  our* 

ieives,  the  Indians  that  left  ils  having  taking  with 

them,  either  by  confcnt  or  ftealth,  fo  many  canoes. 

Yet  iwtwithftanding  they  foon   after  either  found 

bark-logs,  or  old  canoes,  and  by  that  means  (hifted 

fo  well  for  their  lives,  as  to  come  aUng  with  us* 

Before  our  departure  we  bufnt  both  the  fort,  the 

church,   and  the   town,  which  was  done   ax  the 

requeft  of  the  king,  he  being  extremely  incenfe4 

againft  it. 

Among  thefe  canoes  it  was  my  misfortune  to  have 

one  that  was  very  heavy,  and  confequendy  fluggiflu 

L4  By. 
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By  this  mcailis  trc  were  left  behkicl  the  reft  a  liitlc 
Way,  oor  nflmber  being  only  four  men,  bcfides  myfclf, 
that  were  embarked  therein.  As  the  tide  fell,  it  left 
feveral  (hoals  of  fand  naked  ;  and  hence,  not  know- 
ing the  true  channel  amongft  fuch  variety  of  ftreams, 
we  happened  to  fteer  whhin  a  Ihoal  above  two  miles 
before  we  perceived  our  error.  Hereupon  we  were 
forced  to  lie  by  till  high-water;  for  to  row  in  fuch 
heavy  boats- as  thofe  againft  tide  is  a  thing  totally 
impoffible.  As  foon  as  the  tide  began  to  turn,  wc 
lowed  away  in  profecution  of  our  voyage,  and  withal 
made  what  Jaafte  we  could  ;  but  all  our  endeavours 
were  in  vaiii,  for  lire  neither  could  find  nor  overtake 
our  companions.  Thus  aboot  ten  cbf  the  clock  at 
Bight,  it  being  low  water,  we  ftuck  op  an  oaf  in  the 
fiver,  and  flept  by  twns  in  our  canoe,  feveral  fhowers 
ef  rain  falling  all  mght  long,  with  ^hich  they  were 
wet  to  the  fitin. 

Bttt  the  nextmomiog,  as  foon^asdtiy  d^pipeared. 
We  rowed  away  down  the  river  as  before  in  p^rfait 
of  our  people.  Having  rowed  ab<Mtt  two  tcAgnet 
we  were  To  fortunate  as  fo  overtake  them ;  for  they 
had  loin  that  night  at  an  Indian  hut,  xyc  embarc«dero, 
th^  is  to  fay,  landing-place,  and  hnd  been  filling  iJf 
wa<«r  till  then  in  the  morning.  B«ng  arrived  at  the 
place,  they  told  us,  tljat  we  muftnot  omh  toUIl  onr 
jars  therewith  water ;  otherwife  weflioirfd  meet  with 
ROttc  *n  the  fpice  of  (ta  -days  time.  Hereupon  we 
W«e«t  every  «Gtoe  of  us  the  diftance  of  a  quarter-  of  a 
IttJIe  fro©  the  emWcadero  biko  a  Ht^le  j>ond,  to  fill 
€Wt  Watterin'cfflabffzaSj-tnaWngwi^al  what  hafte  we 
lfO*ld  *back  to  twir  canoe.  But  when  we  returned, 
^ef(5flnd  not  one-df  owr^irten,  they  tfM  betng  d^-parted 
Md  already  got ^awpt  of  fight.  Such  is  fhe  pioccd«r6 
of  thefe  wild  men,  that  they  care  not  in  the  leaft  w^khh 
«hcy  IcKe  (Si  thdr  company,  or  leave  behind.  We 
were  iK)^v.«io5fe  tro«bkd  -in  our  arads  than  before, 
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fearing  left  wefhould  fall  into  the  famcmisforltine  we 
had  fo  lately  overcome. 

Hcrcopoa  we  rowed  after  them  as  faft  as  we 
pofGbly  could,  but  all  in  vain  ;  for  here  wc  found 
fach  huge  numbers  of  iflands,  greater  and  lefTer,  as; 
,alfo  keys  about  the  iiioutk  of  the  river,  that  it  was 
not  difficult  for  os,  who  were  unacquainted  with  the 
river,  to  lofe  ourfclves  a  fecond  time  amongft  them. 
Yet  notwithftandiog,  though  with  much  trouble  and 
toil^  we  found  at  laft  that  mouth  of  the  river  that 
is  called  by  the  Spaniards  Bocca  Chica,  or  the  little 
mouth.  But  as  It  happened*^  it  was  now  young  flood 
and  theftream  ran  very  violently  againft  us;  fo  that 
though  we  were  not  above  a  ilone's  caft  from  the 
faid  mouth,  and  this  was  not  a  league  broad,  yet  we 
could  not  by  any  means  come  near  it.  Hence  we 
Were  forced  to  put  afhore,  wluch  we  did  accord- 
ingly till  the  time  of  high-water.  We  haled  our 
canoe  dofe  by  the  bu(hes,  and  when  we  got  out,  we 
faftened  our  rope  to  a  tree,  which  the  tide  had 
almoft  covered  ;  for  it  flows  here  near  four  fathom 
deep. 

As  foon  as  tide  began  to  turn,  we  rowed  away  froro 
thence  to  an  ifland,  diftant  about  ^  league  and  a 
half  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  the  guif  of  Sao 
Wigncl.  Here  it  went  very  hard  with  us,  whertfcH 
evtr  any  wave daflied  againft  the  fides  of  our  canoe; 
for  it  was'almoft  twenty  feet  long,  and  yet  not  quite 
one  foot  and  a  half  in  -breadth  where  it  was  at  the 
broadeft;  fo  that  we  had  juft  room  enough  to  fit 
down  in  her,  and  a  li  ttle  water  would  eaffly  have  both 
iiHed  and  overwhelmed  us.  At  the  ifland  aforefaid, 
we  took  up  our  rcftingplace  for  that  night,  though: 
for  the  lofs  of  our  company,  and  the  great  dangers  we 
were  in,  the  forrowfulleft  night  that  until  then  1  ever 
experimented  in  my  life :  for  it  rained  impetuoufly 
all  night  long,  infomuch  that- we  were  ^h  from  head 
L  s  ^  to 
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to  foot,  and  had  not  one  dry  thread  about  us ;  neither 
through  the  violence  of  the  rain,  were  able  to  keep 
any  fire,  wherewith  to  warm  or  dry  us.  The  tidccb- 
beth  here  a  good  half  mile  from  the  mark  of  high-wa- 
ter, and  leaveth  bare  wonderful  high  and  (harp-pointed 
rocks.  We  pafTed  this  heavy  and  tedious  night  with* 
out  one  minute  of  fleep,  being  all  very  forrowful  to 
fee  ourfelves  fo  remote  from  the  reft  of  our  compa^ 
nions^  as  alfo  totally  deftitute  of  all  human  comfort : 
for  a  vaft  fea  furrounded  us  on  one  fide,  and  the 
mighty  power  of  our  enemies  the  Spaniards  on  the 
other  ;  neither  could  we  defcry  at  any  hand  the  leaft 
thing  to  relieve  us,  all  that  we  could  fee  being  the 
wide  fca,  high  mountains,  and  rocks ;  meanwhile  our- 
felves were  confined  to  an  egg- (hell  inflead  of  a  boat, 
without  fo  much  as  a  few  clothes  to  defend  us  from 
the  injuries  of  the  weather ;  for  at  that  time  none 
of  us  had  a  (hoc  to  our  feet.  We  fearched  the  whole 
key,  to  fee  if  we  could  find  any  water^  but  found 
none. 


C    H    A    P.    V. 

'Shipwreck  of  Mr.  Ringrofs  the  author  of  this  narrd* 
five.  He  ii  taken  by  the  Spaniards^  and  miracU" 
Iwjly  by  them  preferved.  Several  other  accidents 
and  other  difafters  which  befel  him  after  the  lofs  of 
his  companions^  till  he  found  them  agaiit.  Defcripr 
tion  oftbegulfofVallona^ 

f\^  Monday,  April  the  19th,  at  break  of  day,  we 
^^  haled  our  canoe  into  the  water  again  and  depart- 
ing from  the  ifland  aforementioned,  wet  and  cold  as 
we  were,  we  rowed  towards  the  pu  nta  de  San  Lorenzo, 
or  point  St.  Lawrence.  In  our  way  we  met  with 
feveral   iflonds,  which  lie  ftraggling  thereabouts. 

But 
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But  now  we  were  fo  hard  put  to  it  by  the  fmallnefs 
of  our  veflel,  and  being  in  an  open  fea,  that,  it  was- 
become  the  work  of  one  man,  yea  fometimes  of  two, 
to  cafl  out  the  water  which  came  in  on  all^ fides  of 
cor  canoe.  After  (Irugglin^  for  fome  while  with, 
thefe  difficuhies,  as  we  came  near  one  of  thofe. 
iflandsy  a  fea  came  and  overturned  our  boat,  by 
which  means  we  were  all  forced  to  fwim  for  our  lives ;, 
but  we  foon  got  to  fliore,  and  our  canoe  came  tum<^ 
bling  after  us.  Our  arms  were  faft  laflied  totheinfideot 
the  boat^  and  our  locks  as  well  cafed  and  waxed  down, 
as  was  poiEble;  (o  were  aifo  our  car  touch-boxes, 
and  powder-horns;  but  all  our  bread  and  fre(h  water, 
was  utterly  fpoiled  and  loft. 

Our  canoe  beii^  tumbled  on  (horc  by  the  force; 
of  the  waves,  our  firft  bufinefs  was  to  take  out  and' 
clean  our  arms*.     This  we  had  fcarcely  done,  but  wa 
faw  another  canoe  run  the  (ame  misfortune  at  a  little 
diftance  to  leeward  pf  us  amongft  a  great  number  of; 
rocks  that  bounded  the  illand.     The  perfons,  that, 
were  caft  away  proved  to  be  fix  Spaniards  of  the  gar-  . 
rifon  of  Santa  Maria,  who^had  found  an  old  canoe, 
and  had  followed  us  to-  efcape  the  cruelty  of  the 
Indians.     They  prefently  came,  to  us,  and  made  us, 
a  fire,  on  which  we  broiled  our  meat,'  and  eat  it  amica- 
bly together.  But  we  were  in  great  want  of  water,  or 
any  other  drink  to  our  viftugls.  not  knowing  in  the^ 
leaft  where  to  get  any.  Our  canoe  was  thrown  up  by, 
the  waves  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  th«re  was  no  * 
great  fear  of  its  fplicfing,  as  being  foil  fix  inches  on  the 
fides  thereof.  But  that  in  which  the  Spaniards  came,, 
fplit  iifelf  againft  the  rocks,  as  being  old  and  flender,. 
iqto  a  hundred  pieces.     Though  we  were  thus  (hip- 
wrecked  and  driven  artiorc,  as  i  have  related,  yet  at. 
other  limes,  (his.gulf  of  San  Miguel  is  a  mere  mill-.* 
I^d  fojf  fmoothaefs  of  water*. 

1/4  My 
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My  eotnfp«iy  lyas  "rftogtdicr  for  remrniog,  atid  to 
proceed  no  ftrthcr J  butralfhoFfor  living  amongft- the 
Indlafns,  hi  cafe  tbey  could  not  readi  the  fhips  ^^c 
had  Idt  behind  us  in  the  NorAern-fea.    fiot  with 
ihtrch  ado  I  -prevailed  with  tfrem  to  go  forward,  at 
fattt  oBt  day  longer,  and  id  cafe  we  forrad  not  our 
pcopfcthe  tiext  day,  that  tbenl  wotrW  be  willing  to 
do  any  tWng  which  they  flioirtd  thic(k  fit.     Thms 
Ve  fpatt  two  or  three  hoxn-s  df  the  day  in  confahrng 
abow  our  aflfkirs,  and  withal  keeping  a  man  to  watch 
^d  locflc  ont  on  all  fides  iot  fear  of  any  furprTzal  by 
ifce  f  rfdiatw,  or  other  enemies.     About  the  time  that 
we  were  tome  to  a  cenclufion  in  our  debates,  onr 
watchman  by  chance  fpied  an  Indian,  who,  as  foon 
•  as  hefaw  us,  ran  mto  the  woods.  I  fent  immediately 
two  of  nay  company  after  him,  who  overtook  him, 
and  fbtind  him  to  be  one  of  om*  fiiend^  Indians.  He 
carried  them  to  a  place  not  far  drftant  from  thence, 
where  feven  more  of  his  company  were,  with  a  great 
canoe  which  they  had  brought  with  them.     They 
came  to  th»  place  wlicre  I  was  with  the  reft  of  my 
company,  and  fecmed  to.be  gkd  to  meet  us  on  that 
IQand.    I  alked  them  by  figns  for  the  main  body  of 
otrr  cony>any,  and  they  gave  me  to  uoderftand,  that 
in  dafe  j.ve  would  go  with  them  in  their  canoe,whicli 
was  much  bigger  than  ours,  we  fhould  be  up  wkli 
the  party  by  next  morning.     This  news,   as  may* 
iafily  be  fuppofed,  not  a  little  rejoiced  our  hearts. 
Prefemly  after  this  friendly  invitation,  they  afked 
who  the  other  fix 'men  were  whom  they  faw  in  our 
company,  for  ^Iity  cafiJy  perceived  us  not  to  be  all  of 
one  and  the  fame  coat  and  Kngua.     We  told  them 
they  were-wankers,  which  is  the  name  they  commonly 
give  to  the  Spaniards.     Their  next  queftion  was, 
if  they  ftouW  kiH  them.    Bin  I  anfwcred  them,,  no, 
by  no  means,  I  would  not  content  to  hJVe  it  dorfe. 
With  which  aDfvfcr*ihey  feemed  to  be  fatisficd  for 
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theprcTcrrt.  But  a  Htde  while  after,  my  back  being 
tnrnod,  my  company  thhikiBg  they  fhould  oHige  the 
hidians  thereby,  "beckoned  to  them  to  kill  the  Spaol- 
ards.  With  this,  the  poor  creatures  perceiving  the 
danger  that  threatened  them,  made  a  fad  fhriek  and 
outcry,  and  I  came  time  enough  to  fave  all  their 
lives ;  but  withal,  I  was  forced  to  give  my  confent 
they  Ihonid  have  one  of  them  to  make  him  their 
Have.  Hereupon  I  gave  the  canoe  tf:at  I  came  in  to 
the  five  Spaniards  remaining,  and  bid  them  get  away 
and  (hift  for  their  lives,  left  thofe  crud  Indians  (hould 
not  keep  their  word,  and.  they  run  again  the  fame 
danger  they  had  fo  lately  efcaped.  Having  fent  them 
away,  I  Vefted  myfelf  awhile,  and  took  a  furvey  of 
this  gulf,  and  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Bur  now,  thanks  betoGod,  joining  company  with 
thofe  Indians  we  were  got  into  a  very  large  canoe,  the 
which,  for  its  hignefs,  was  better  able  to  carry  twenty 
men,  than  our  own  that  we  had  brought  to  carry 
five.  The  Indians  had  alfo  fitted  a  good  fail  to  the  faid 
canoe ;  fo  that  having  now  a  frefh  ftrong  gale  of  whid» 
we  fci  fail,  from  thence^  aod  made  therewith  brave 
way,  to  the  infinite  Joy  and  comfort  of  our  hearts, 
feeing  ourfelves  fo  well  accommodated,  and  fo  happily 
rid  of  the  miferles  webuthielyhadcn^ured.  Wehad 
tio#  a  fmooth  and  cafy  pafTage,  after  fuch  tedious 
and  laborious  pains  as  we  had  fuftained  incoming  fb 
far  fince  we  left  Santa  Maria.  Under  the  point  of 
St.  Lawrence  mentioned  above,  is  ^very  great  ripling 
of  the  fea,  occafioned  by  a  ftrong  current  which  run- 
eih  herflttbouts,  and  which  oftentimes  almoft  filled 
Otir  boat  with  its  dafhes,  as  we  failed.  This  evening, 
after  our  departure  from  the  ifland  where  we  were 
Caftaway,it  rained  vehcmeDtly  forfeveral  hours,  and 
the  night  proved  to  be  very  dark.  About  nine  of  the 
cloCk  that  night  wc  defcried  two  fires  on  the  fhoreof  . 
the  coitfiaent  over-agahift  ys,    'fhfefe  fires  were  no 
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fooncr  perceivedT>y  the  Indians  of  our  canoe,  but. 
they  began  to  ftiout  for  joy,  and  cry  out,  captaia 
Antonio,  captain  Andrasas,  the  names  of  their  Indian 
captains  and  leaders ;  ^nd  to  afiirm,  they  were  af- 
fured  thofe  fires  were  made  by  their  companions. 
Hence  they  made  for  the  fliorc  towards  thofe  fires,. 
as  fall  as  they  could  drive ;  but  as  foon  as  our  canoe 
caa)e  amongfl  the  breakers,  nigh  the  fhore,  out  came, 
from  the.woocls  above  threefcore  Spaniards,  with 
clubs  and  other  arms ;  and  laying  hold  on  our  canoe 
oo  both  fides  thereof,  haled  it  out  of  the  water 
quite  dry;  fo  that  by  this  means  we  were  aU  fuddeuly, 
taken  and  made  their  prifoners.  I  laid.hold  of  my 
gun,  thinking  to  make  fome  defence  for  myfelf ;  but 
all  was  In  vain,  for  they  foon  feized  me  between  four 
or  five  of  them,  and  hindered  me  from  aftion.  In  the 
meanwhile  our  Indians  leaped  over-board,  and  got 
away  very  nimbly  into  the  woods.  Mycompanioa. 
Handing  amazed  at  what  had  happened,  and  the  man- 
ner of  our  furprizal,  I  afked  them  prefently  if  ady  of 
them  could  fpeak  either  French  or  Englifli.  But  they 
anfwered,  no.  Hereupon,  as  well  as  I  could,  I  dif- 
courfed  to  fome  of  them,  who  were  more  tatelligent 
than  the  reft,  iutLatin,  and  by  degrees  cametounder- 
fbnd  their  condition.  Thefe  were  Spaniards  who 
had  been  turned  here  aftiore  by  our  Englifh  pa(ty, 
who  left  them  upon  this  coaft,  left  by  carrying  them 
nearer  to  Panama,  any  of  them  (hould  make  their 
efcape,  and  difcover  our  march  towards  the  city. 
They  had  me  preftntly  after  I  was  taken  into  a  fmidl 
hut  which  they  had  built,  covere'd  with  boughs,  and 
made  there  great  fhoutsfor  joy,,  becaufe, they  had 
taken  us;  defigning  in  their  minds  to  ufe  us  yery 
fcverely  for  coming  into  thofe  paris,and  efpccially  for 
taking  and  plundering  their  town  of  Santa  Maria. 
But  mean, while  the  captain  of  thofe  Spaniards  was 
examining  mc,  in  «ame  the  poor  Spaniard  that  was 
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come  along  with  us,  and  reported  how  kind  I  had 
beea  to  him  and  the  rdl  of  his  companions, 
by  faving  their  lives  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
Indians. 

The  captain  having  heard  him,  arofe  from  his 
feat  immediately  and  embraced  me ;  faying,  that  wo 
Englithmen  were  very  friendly  enemies,  and  good 
people,  but  that  the  Indians  were  very  rogues>  and  a 
treacherous  nation.  Withal,  he  defired  me  to  fit  down 
by  him,  and  to  eat  part  of  fuch  victuals  as  our  conu 
panions  had  left  them  when  they  were  turned  afliore. 
Then  he  told  me,,  that  for  thekindnefs  I  had  ihewed 
unto  his  coantrymen,  he  gave  U9  all  our  lives  and 
fiberties,  which  otherwife  ne  would  certainly  have 
taken  from  us.     And  though  he  could  fcarcely  be . 
perfuaded  in  bis  mind  to  fpare  the  Indians  Iives,yet  for 
my  lake  he  did  pardon*  them  all,  and  I  fliould  have 
thiem  with  me,  in  cafe  I  could  find  them.     Thus  fae 
bid  me  likewife  take  my  canoe,  and  go  in  God's 
name;  faying  withal,  he  wifhed  us  as  fortunate  as  - 
■we  were  generous.     Hereupon  I  took  my  leave  of 
him.     I  fearched  out,  and  at  lad  found  my  Indians, 
Dvho  for  fear  had  hid  tbemfelves  in  the  buflie^' 
adjoining  to  the  neighbouring  woods,  where  they  lay 
concealed.     Having  found  them,  the  captain  led  me 
very  civilly  down  to  the  canoe,  and  bidding  my  com- 
panions and  the  Indians  get  in  after  me,  as  they  at, 
firfl  haled  us  afhore,  fo  now  again  they  puttied  us  off 
to  fea  by  ^  fudden  a.id  ftrange  viciflitude  of  fortune. 
All  that  nighrit  rained  very  hard,  as  was  mentioned 
above  ;  neither  diirft  we  put  any  more  a(hore  at  any 
place,  being  all  along  fuch  as  by  mariners  is  com-- 
monly  called  an  iron  coaft. 

The  next  morning  being  come,,  we  failed  and' 
paddled,  or  rowed,  till  about  ten  of  the  clock  ;  at 
which  time  we  efpied  a  canoe  making  towards  us 
with  all  fpeed  imaginable.    Being  come  up  with  us,- 
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and  iQ  vtew,  h  proved  to  be  one  of  our  EDgllfh  com- 
pany, whomiftakrag  onrxrahoe  for  a  Spaniih  pcri- 
augue,  was  coming  in  all  hafle  to  attack  us.  Wew^-e 
infinitely  glad  to  meet  them,  and  they  prefently  con- 
du6bed  us  to  the  reft  ofour  company,  who  were  at 
that  inftant  coming  from  a  deep  bay,  which  laj  behind 
a  high  point  of  rocks,  where  they  had  lain  at  anchor 
all  that  night  and  morning.  We  were  all  mlitually 
^joiced  to  fee  one  another  again,  they  having  given 
both  me  and  my  companions  for  loft. 

CHAP.     VL 

Xhe  Bucamers  projicute  their  veyagt  till  t)sey  come 
vilthinjight  of  Panama^  They  take  feveral  barks 
4md  pri/wiers  by  the  v/ay.  Are  defcried  by  the 
Spaniard^  before  their  arrival.  They  order  the 
itdians  to  kill  the,  frifoners. 

TpROM  the  place  w!iere  we  rejoined  our  Englifh 
^  JForces,  we  all  made  our  way  towards  a  high 
bamnock  of  land,  as  it  appeared  at  a  diftance,  Init 
\ra8  nothing  elfe  than  an  ifland  fcven  leagues  diftant 
from  the  bay  aforementioned.  On  the  highcft  part 
of  this  ifland  the  Spaniards  keep  a  watch,  or  look- 
ODFt  (for  fo  it  is  termed  by  the  feamen)  for  fear  of 
pirates,  or  other  ewemies.  That  evening  we  arrived 
at  the  ifknd,  and  being  landed,  went  up  a  veiy  fteep 
place,  till  we  came  to  a  Kttle  hut  where  the  watchmeu 
lodged.  We  took  by  furpriial  the  old  man  who 
watched  in  the  place,  but  happened  not  to  fee  us, 
till  we  were  got  into  his  plantanewalk  before  the 
lodge  He  told  us  in  his  examination,  that  we  were  not 
as  yet  defcried  by  the  Spaniards  of  Panama,  or  any 
cithers  that  he  knew;  which  relation  of  the  old  man 
much  encouraged  us  to  go  forwards  with  our  defigii 
•    '  of  - 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


B&cANiERS)  fcfr.  tf  America.       257 

of  fofpri2Sng  that  rich  city.  This  j^acc.  If  I  to<*  Its 
name  right,  is  called  Farol  de  Plantanos,  or  hi  Englifii 
Plastane- watch. 

Here,  a  Ihtle  before  night,  a  certain  barX  came  to  an 
aacher  at  the  outfideof  the  ifland,  which  was  inftant- 
lydefcried  by  us.  Hcreopon  wefpeedily  manned  oat 
iwo  canoes,  who  went  under  the  (horc  and  fiirprized 
the  laid  boat.  Hairing  examined  the  pctftms  that  were 
cm  board,  we  found  (he  had  been  abfent  thefpacetrf 
eight  days  from  Patjaroa,  and  had  hndcd  foldtcrs  at 
a  point  of  land  not  fardiftaot  from  this  ifland,  with 
intention  to  fight  and  cnrb  certain  Indians  and  negro* 
who  had  done  much  hort  hi  the  country  thereaboors. 
The  bark  being  taken,  moft  of  our  men  endeavoured 
to  get  into  her,  but  more  efpedallythDle^ho  had 
the  Idfcr  canoes.  Thus  there  entbarfced  thercoli 
^  the  mitnber  of  one  hundred  and  tfeirty-fevtn  df 
twr  company,  together  with  that  fea-artlft  arnd  vaHant 
-^wmwBdcr,  captam  Bartholomew  Sharp;  with 
him  went  a!fo  cto  board  captain  Cook,  whom  we 
<0tt«5oii€d  at  rbe  begitmiog  of  th'w  hiftory.  There- 
fnakiiDg  part  of  that  niglrt  we  lafy  at  the  tey  of  the 
4aid  ifland,  with  intent  to  piofetute  orar  Toyage  the 
TKsit  day. 

Monwng  bemg  come,  I  clianged  my  canoe  and 

embarked  mjfclf  in  another,  which,  though  it  was 

fometh^flfg  leflcr  than  the  former,  yet  was  fumiJhcI 

^iih  better  company.     Departing  from  thb  tflaiit]^ 

we  rowed  all  day  long  over  (hoal  water,  at  the  dif- 

-tance  of  about  a  league  froSi  land,  hating  fometimo 

not  above  fotrr  or  five  feet  water,  and  wWte  grmind^ 

in  the  afternoon  we  tlefcried  a  bark  at  fea,  and  rn- 

ftantly  :gave  her  chace :  but  the  canoe  in  which  wars 

ca^^tainHari-Ts happened  to  come  up  thcfirft  with  heij, 

who  after a'fhaTp  diTpme  took  her.    Being  taken,  we 

put  on  board  the  -fWd  bark  thhtymen ;  but  tlie  winS 

would  not  ftflferthe  other  battin  chadng  torome 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ft5«  «^  HIS  rORT  of  iht 

up  with  us.  This  parfult  of  the  veflel  did  ^  &r 
jbioder  us  in  our  voyage,  and  divide  us  afunder,  thac 
night  coming  on  prefentiy  after,  we  loft  one  another, 
and  could  no  longer  keep  in  a  bodj  together :  here- 
upon we  laid  our  canoe  afhore,  to  take  up  our  reft 
for  that  night,  at  the  diflance  of  two  miles,  or  there- 
abouts, from  high  water  mark,  and  about  for  leagues 
to  leeward  oftheiflund  ChepiUo,  to  which  place  our 
courfe  was  then  dke^led.. 

The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  the  water  began  to 
float  us,  we  rowed  away  for  the  forementioned  idaud 
Chepillo,  where  by  affignationour  general  rendezvous 
was  to  be :  in  our  way  we  efpied  a  bark  under  fail, 
as  we  had  done  the  day  before :  captain  Coxon*s 
canoe  was  the  firfl  that  came  up  with  her ;  but  a 
{joiall 'breeze  frefhening  at  that  inilant,  (he  got  away 
from  him  after  the  firfl  onfet,  killing  in  the  faid  canoe 
one  Mr.  Bull,  and  wounding  two  others.  We  pre- 
fentiy conjectured  that  this  t^rk  would  get  before  us 
to  Panama,  and  give  intelligence  of  our  coming  to 
thofe  of  the  town,  all  which  happened  accordingly. 
It  was  two  of  the  clock  that  afternoon  before  all 
our  canot's  could  come  together,  and  join  one  another, 
as  was  Agreed  on  at  Chepillo.  We  took  at  that  iflaud 
fourteen  prifoners,  between  negroes  and  mulattos ; 
alfo  a  great  (lore  of  plantanes,  and  good  water,  to- 
gether with  two  fat  hogs.  Biit  now,  believing  that 
ere  this  we  had  been  defcried  at  Panama  by  the 
"barjc  aforementioned,  we  rcfolved  among  ourfelves 
to  wafteno  time,  but  to  haften  away  from  the  faid 
ifland,  to  the  intent  we  might  at  leaft  be  aWe  to  fur- 
prize  and  take  their  (hipping,  and  by  that  means  make 
ourfelves  maflers  of  thofe  feas,  in  cafe  we  could  not 
get  the  town,  which  we  now  judged  almoft  impof- 
fible  to  be  done.  At  Chepillo  we  took  alfo  aperiaugue 
which  we  found  at  anchor  before  the  idand,  and 
prefeutly  we  put  fome  men. on. board  her:  we  ftaid 
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here  only  a  few  hoars;  fo  that  about  four  o'clock 
iQ  the  evemog  wc  rowed  away  from  thence,  dcfigo- 
ing  to  reach  Panama  before  the  next  morning ;  it 
being  only  fevcn  leagues  between  that  city  and 
Chepillo  :  but  before  we  departed  from  Chepillo,  it 
was  judged  convenient  by  our  commanders,  for  cerr 
tain  reafons,  which  I  could  not  idive  into,  to  rid 
their  hands  of  the  prifoners  which  we^  had  taken ; 
and  hereupon  orders  were  given  to  bur  Indians, 
who  they  knew  would  perform  them  very  wiliiggly, 
to  fight  or  rather  to  murder  and  (lay  the  faid  pri- 
loDers  upon  the  (hore,  and  that  in  the  view  of  the 
whole  fleet.  This  they  inftaiitly  went  about,  being 
glad  of  this  opportunity  to  revenge  thcmfelvcs  upon 
their  enemies,  though  ih  cold  blood  :  but  the  pri- 
foners, although  they  had  no  arms  wherewith  to 
defend  themfelves,  forced  their  way  through  thofc 
barbarous  Indians,  In  fpite  of  their  lances,  bows, 
and  arrows,  and  got  into  the  woods  of  the  ifland, 
only  one  man  of  them  being  killed.  We  rowed  aU 
nightlong,  though  much  rain  fell, 

CHAP.  vn. 

They  arrive  within  fight  of  Panama^  are  encountered 
by  three  fmall  men  of  war :  they  fight  them  with 
only  fixty -eight  men,  and  utterly  defeat  them,  taking 
two  of  the  faid  vejfeU.  Defcription  of  that  bloody 
fight.  They  take  fcveralfhips  at  the  ifle  of  Perico 
before  Panama^ 

'T^HE  next  morning,  which  was  April  23*  i68o» 
•■•  that  day  being  dedicated  to  St.  George,  our  patron 
of  England,  we  came  before  fun-rife  within  view 
of  the  city  of  Panama,  which  makes  a  very  pleafant 
profpeft  to  the  fca-ward :  foon  after  we  faw  alfo  the 
ihips  belonging  to  the  faid  city,  which  lay  at  anchor 

at 
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at  an  ifland  called  Pcrico,  diftant  only  two  leagues 
from  Panama.    On  the  aforefaid  ifland  are  feveral 
1lare*houfes  built  there  to  receive  the  goods  delivered 
X)xxt  of  thefhips  :  at  that  time  there  rrd  at  anchor  ^t 
Terico  fivti  great  (hips,  and  three  pretty  big  barks, 
called  barcos  de  la  armadilla,  or  little  men  of  war  ; 
the  word  armadilla  fignifying  a  little  fleet.  Thcfe  had ' 
l>een  fuddenly  manned  out  with  defign  to  fight  us, 
«nd  prevent  any  farther  attempts  we  fliould  make 
'Upon  the  city,  or  coafts  of  thofc  fcas.     As  foon  as 
ihey  efpied  us,  they  inftantly  weighed  anchor,  and 
^ort  under  fail,  coming  dircftly  to  meet  us.     Onr  twa 
•periaugnes  being  heavy,  could  not  row  fo  faft  as  we 
that  were  in  the  canoes,  fo  that  we  were  got  a  pretty 
^ay  before  them  :  in'our  iive  canoes  (for  fo  many 
•we  Were  in  company)  we  had  only  thirty- fix  men> 
«nd  thefe  but  in  a  very  unfit  condition  to. fight,  as 
feeing  tired  with  fo  much  rowing,  and  fo  few  iti 
cumber,  in  comparifon  of  the  enemy  that  came 
•gainft  us.    They  failed  towards  us  direftly  before 
the  wind,  infomtich  that  we  feared  left  they  (hould 
run  us  down  before  it :  hereupon  we  rowed  up  into 
the  wind's  eye,  as  the  feamen  term  it,  and  got  clofe 
to  the  windward  of  them.    Meanwhile  we  were  doing 
thh,  onr  lefTer  periaugue  came  up  with  us,  in  whidi 
were  thirty-two  more  of  our  company;  fo  that  we 
wrere  \vi  all  ffj^ty-eight  men  that  were  engaged  in  the 
%ht  uf  that  day  ;  the  khig  himfelf  being  one  of  our 
number,  who  was  in  the'^raugue  aforementioned. 
In  the  veflel  that  was  admiral  of  thefe  three  men  of 
war,  were  fourfcoure  and  fix  Bifcaniers,  who  have 
the  repute  of  Toeing  the  beft  mariners,  and^alfo  the 
beft  foldiers  amangft  the  Spaniards.     Thefe  were  all 
Voluntfcrs,  who  came  defignedly  to  (hew  their  valour, 
tmdcr  the  <^ommand   of  don  Jacinto  de  Barabona, 
Vho  was  high  admiral  of  thofe  feas.     In  the  feconcj 
were  fcventy-feven  aegrocs,  who  ^ere  commanded 
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by  an  old  and  (lout  Spaniard,  a  native  of  Andalufia 
in  Spain,  named  don  Francifco  de  Peralta,  In  the 
third  and  lad  were  fiKty-five  meftizos,  os  mulattos  or. 
tawny-moors,  commanded  by  don  Diego  de  Cara- 
baxal :  (b  that  they  were  in  all  two  hundred  and  twen- 
cight.  The  commanders  had  ftriA  orders  given, 
them,  and  their  refolutions  were  to  give  quarters  to. 
none  of  the  pirates  or  bucaniers :  but  foch  bloody  com- 
mands feldom  profper. 

Captain  Sawkins*s  canoe,,  and  alfo  that  wherein  I 
was,  were  much  to  leeward  of , the  reft  ;  fo  that  the 
(hip  of  donDi^o  de  Carabaxal  came  between  us  two, 
and  fired  prefently  on  me  to  windward,  and  on  him 
to  leeward,  wounding  with  thefe  broadfides  four  mea 
hi  bis  canoe,  and  one  in  that  I  was  in  :  but  be  paid  fo. 
dear  for  his  paflage  between  us,  that  he  was  not  quick, 
in  coming  about  again,  and  making  the  fame  way  ;  for 
we  killed  with  our  firft  volley,  Icveral  of  his  men 
upon  the  decks  :  thus  we  got  alfo  to  windward,  as 
the  reft  were  before.  The  admiral  of  the  armadilla, 
or  little  fleet,  came  up  with  us  inftantly,  fcarce  giving 
US  time  to  charge,  thinking  to  pafs  by  us  all  with  as 
little  damage  as  the  firft  of  his  Ihips  had  done :  but 
as  it  happened,  it  fell  out  much  worfe  with  him, 
for  we  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill  the  man  at  the 
helm  ;  fo  that  his  ftiiff  ran  into  the  wind,  and  her 
fails  lay  a-back.  By  this  means  we  had  time  to  come 
all  up  under  her  ftern,  and  firing  continually  into 
bis  veflel,  we  killed  all  that  came  Cb  the  helm ;  befides 
which  flaughtcr,  we  cut  afunder  his  main  (heet  and 
brace  with  our  fhot.  Now  ^Ifo  the  third  veflel,  in 
which  captain  Peralta  was,  was  coming  to  the  aid  of 
-tfieir  general ;  hereupon  captain  Sawkins,  who  had 
changed  his  canoe,  and  was  gone  into  tbeperiaugue, 
left  the  admiral  to  us  four  canoes  (for  his  own  was 
quite  difablcd)  and  met  the  iaid  Peralta :  between 
blm  and  captain  Sawkins  the  difpute  was  very  hot, 
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lying  aboard  each  other,  and  both  giving  and  recciv* 
ing  death  as  faft  as  they  could  charge.  While  we 
were  thus  engaged,  the  firft  (hip  tacked  about,  and 
came  up  to  relieve  the  admiral ;  but  we  perceiving 
it,  and  forefeeing  how  hard  it  would  go  wida  us,  if 
wefliould  be  beaten  from  the  admiral's  ftern,  deter- 
mined to  prevent  his  defign  :  hereupon  two  of  our 
canoes,  to  wit,  captain  Springer's  and  my  own,  ftood 
off  to  meet  him  :  he  made  up  direftly  towards  the 
admiral,  who  ftood  upon  the  quarter-deck,  waving, 
unto  him  with  a  handkerchief  fo  to  do  ;  but  we  en- 
gaged him  fo  clofely  in  the  middle  of  his  way,  that 
had  he  not  given  us  the  helm,  and  made  away  from 
us,  we  had  certainly  been  on  board  h|m  :  we  killed  fo 
many  of  the  men,  that  the  vefTcl  had.  fcarce  men 
enough  left  alive,  or  unwounded,  to  carry  her  off; 
yet  the  wind  now  blowing  frefli,  they  made  fiiift  to 
get  away  from  us,  and  fave  their  lives. 

The  veffel  which  was  to  relieve  the  admiral  being 
thus  put  to  flight,  we  came  about  again  upon  thelid- 
roiral,  and  all  together  gave  a  loud  halloo,  which  was 
anfwered  by  our  men  in  the  pcriaugue,  though  at  a 
diftance  from  us.  At  that  time  we  came  fo  clofe 
under  the  ftern  of  the  admiral,  that  we  ^wedged  up 
the  rudder  ;  and  withal  killed  both  the  admiral  him- 
felf  and  the  chief  pilot  of  his  fhip  ;  fo  that  now  they 
were  almoft  quite  difabled  and  diftieartened  likewife, 
feeing  what  a  bloody  maflacre  we  had  made  among 
them  with  our  (hot.  Hereupon,  two  thirds  of  his 
men  being  killed,  and  many  others  wounded,  they 
cried  for  quarter,  which  had  feveral  times  been  of- 
fered them,  and  as  ftoutly  dtnied  till  then.  Captain 
Coxon  boarded  the  admiral,  and  took  with  him  cap- 
tain Harris,  who  had  been  (hot  through  both  his 
legs  as  he  boldly  adventured  up  along  the  fide  of 
the  (liip.  This  VefTelteiiig  thus  taken,  we  put  on 
7  board 
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ad  ber  aii  our  wonodcd  men,  and  inftantly 
led'two  of  oar  canoes  to  go  and  aid  captain  Saw* 
who  now  had  been  three  times  beaten  from  on 
board  Peralta,  fuch  valiant  defence  had  he  made : 
and  indeed,  to  give  our  enemies  their  due,  no  men 
m  the  world  did  ever  aA  more  bravely  than  thefe 
Spaniards. 

Thus  coming  up  clofe  under  Peralta's  fide,  wc 

gave  him  a  full  volley  of  (hot,  and  expe^ed  to  have 

the  like  return  from  him  again ;  .but  on  a  fudden  we 

(aw  his  men  blown  up  that  were  abaft  the  maft, 

fome  of  them  failing  on  the  deck,  and  others  into 

the  jfea.     This  difafter  was  foon  perceived  by  their 

vali4nt  captain   Peralta ;    but  he  leaped  overboard, 

and,  in  ff»te  of  all  our  ihot;  got  feveral^of  them 

into  the  ^ip  again,  though  he  was  much  burnt  in 

both  his  hands  himfelf.^    But  as  one  misfortune 

fektom  Cometh  alcnc,  meanwhile  he  was  recovering 

thefe   men,  to  reinforce  his  /hip  withall,  and  renew 

the  6ght,  another  jar^ of  powder  took  fire  forward, 

and'blew  up  fcveral  others    upon  the  forecafHe. 

Among  this  fmoak,  and  under  the  opportunity  thereof, 

captain  Sawkins  laid  them  on  board,  and  took  the 

(hip*    Soon  after  they  were  taken,  1  Went  on  board 

captiln  Peralta,  to  fee  what  condition  they  were  in ; 

and  indeed  fuch  a  miferable  fight  I  never  faw  in  my 

life  ;\for  there  was  not  a  man,  but  was  eirher  killed, 

defperately  wounded,  or  horribly  burnt  with  powder; 

infoduch,  that  their  black  fkins  were  turned  white 

in  feveral  places,  the  powder  having  torn  it  from 

their  fiefh  and  bones.     Having  compaflionated  their 

roifery,  I  went  afterwards  on  board  the  admiral,  to 

obferVe  likewife  the  condition  of  his  (hip  and  men  : 

here  1  faw  what  did  aftonifh  me,  and  will  fcarcely  be 

believed  by  any,  but  oarftlves  who  faw  it :  there  we 

refoundon  board  this  lliipbut  twenty-five  men  alive, 

whofe  number  before  the  fight  had  been  fourfcore 

aoi 
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and  Cxy  ai  was  faui  above ;  b  that  tbreefiaDne  and 
one,  out  of  ib  fmaUa  fuiinber»  wete  deftroyed  in  the 
battle:  but,  what  is  more,  of  tfaefe  twenty-five 
men,  only  eight  of  them  were  able  to  bear  arms, 
all  the  reft  being  defperately  wounded,  and  by  their 
wounds  totally  difaUed  to  make  any  refiftance,  or 
defend  themfelves.  Their  blood  ran  down  the  dcdiLs 
ixk  whole  Areams,  and  fcarce  one  place  ia  the  fliip  was 
found  that  was  free  from  blood. 

Having  pofledcd  ourfelves  of  tbefe  twoarmadilla 
veflels,  or  little  men  of  war»  captain  Sawkios  afked 
the  prifooersy  how  many  men  there  might  be  oa 
board  thegreateft  fhip  that  we  could  fee  from  thence, 
lying  in  the  harbour  of  the  iOand  of  Perico  above* 
mentioned,  as  alfo  in  the  others  that  were  fqaie- 
thing  fmaller.  Captain  Peralta  hearing  thefe  qoef- 
tionSy  diifuaded  him  as  much  as  he  could  from 
attempting  them ;  faying,  that  in  the  blggeft  alQne, 
there  were  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  that 
be  would  find  the  reft  too  well  provided  for  defence 
againft  his  fmall  nximber.  But  one  of  his  men,  who 
lay  dying  upon  deck,  contradided  him  as  he  viras 
fpealdng,  and  told  captain  Sawkins,  there  was  not 
one  man  on  board  any  of  thofe  ihips  that  were  in 
view ;  for  they  had  all  been  taken  out  of  them  to 
fight  us,  in  thefe  three  vefTds  called  the  armadilla^ 
or  little  fleet.  Unto  this  relation  we  gave  credit,  as 
proceeding  from  a  dying  man";  and  fleering  our  courfc 
to  the  ifland,  we  went  on  board  them,  and  found? 
as  he  had  faid,  not  one  pcrfon  there.  The  biggeft 
of  thefe  (hips,  which  was  called  La  Santiffima  Trir 
nidad,  or  the  Blelled  Trinity,  they  had  fet  on  fire, 
made  a  hole  in  her,  and  loofened  her.  fore-fait.  But 
we  quenched  the  fire  with  all  fpeed,  and  flopped 
the  leak.  This'  being  done,  we  put  our  wounded 
men  on  board  her,  and  made  her  for  the  prcfent  our 
hofpiial. 
*•  Having 
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Having  fuireyed  oar  own  lofs,  we  fonod  rightecn 
(rf'oor  men  were  killed  in  the  fight,  and  twenty-two 
woonded.  Thefe  three  captains  againft  whom  wc 
fought  were  efteemed  by  the  Spaniards  the  valiantcft 
in  all  the  South-feas:  neither  was  their  reputation 
nndeferved,  as  may  eafily  be  inferred  from  the  relation 
we  have  given  of  this  bloody  engagement.  As  the 
third  (hip  was  running  away  from  the  fight,  (he 
met  with  two  more  coming  out  to  their  afliftance;  but 
/  witha],  gave  them  fo  little  encouragement,  that  they 
returned  back,  and  dared  not  engage  us.  We  began 
the  fight  about  half  an  hour  after  run-rife,  and  by 
noon  had  fini(hed  the  battle,  and  quite  overcome 
them.  Captain  Peralta,  while  he  wis  our  prifoner, 
would  often  breakout  into  admirations  of  our  valour^ 
and  fay,  <  Surely,  We  EnglUhmen  were  the  valiantdt 

*  men  in  the  whole  world,  who  defigned  always  to 

*  fight  open,  Whilft  all  other  nations  invented  all 
'  the  ways  imaginable  to  barricade  themfel?es,  and 
'  fight  as  clofe  as  they  could.'  And  yet  notwith* 
Aanding,  we  killed  more  of  our  enemies  than  they 
of  us. 

Two  days  after  our  engagement,  we  buried 
captain  Peter  Harris,  a  brave  and  ftout  foldier,  and 
a  valiant  Eoglifhrnan,  bom  in  the  county  of  Kent; 
whofe  death  we  very  much  lamented :  he  died  of  the 
wounds  he  recdved  in  battle ;  and  befides  him  only 
one  man ;  all  the  reftof  our  wounded  mcil  recovered. 
Joeing  now  come  before  Panama,  I  enquired  of  Don 
Francifco  de  Peralta,  our  prifbner,  many  things 
concerning  the  ftate  and  condition  of  this  city,  and 
the  neighbouring  country ;  and  he  (atisfied  me  ia 
manner  following. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Vefcription  of  iheftate  and  condition  of  Panama^  and 
the  parts  adjacent,  IVhat  vejfels  they  took  while 
they  blockedup  the  faid port.  Captain  Coxon  ivith 
feventy  more  returns  home.  Sawkins  is  chofen  in 
chief. 

np.HE  famous  city  of  Panama  is  fituate  in  the 
'^  ladtadoi  of  nine  degrees  north.  It  ftands  in  a 
deep  bay,  in  the  South-fea.  It  is  round  in  form, 
txcepting  only  that  part  where  it  runs  along  thefea- 
Cde.  Formerly  it  flood  four  miles  more  cafterly, 
tirhen  it  was  taken  by  fir  Henry  Morgan  ;  but  being 
then  burnt,  and  thr^  times  more  fince  that  accident, 
they  removed  it  to  the  place  where  it  now  Hands. 
KotWithftanding  there  are  fome  poor  people  ftill 
inhabiting  the  old  town  ;  and  ihe  cathednrl  church 
is  ftill  there,  which  makes  a  fair  fliew  at  a  diftance, 
not  unlike  that  of  St.  Paul's  at  London.  This  new 
city  of  which  I  now  fpeak,  is  much  bigger  than  the 
old  one  was,  and  is  built  for  the  moft  pan  of  brick, 
the  reft  being  built  of  ftone  and  tiled.  As  for  the 
churchesbelonging  thereto,  they'are  not  as  yet  finished; 
they  are  eight  in  number,  the  chief  whereof  is  called 
Santa  Maria.  This  city  is  better  than  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  length,  and  above  a  mile  in  breadth  :  the 
houfes  for  the  moft  part  are  three  ftories  high.  It  hatl» 
two  gates  belonging  to  i t,and  is  well  walled  round,  ex- 
cept only  where  a  creek  comcth  into  the  city,  which 
^t  high-water  letteth  in  barks,  to  furnifli  the  inhabi- 
tants with  all  forts  of  provifions  and  other  necef- 
faries.  Here  are  always  three  hundred  of  the  king's 
foldieis  in  garrifon ;  befides  which  number,  their 
militia  of  all  colours  are  iioo.  But  when  we  ar- 
rive there;  moft  of  their  foldicrs  were  out  of  town ; 
3  infomuch 
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rafomuch  that  our  coining  put  the  reft  into  great 
confternation,  they  having  had  but  one  night's  notice 
of  oifr  being  in  thofe  fcas.  Hence  we  were  induced 
to  believe,  that  had  Ave  gone  afliore  inftead  of  fight- 
ing  their  (hips,  we  had  certainly  rendered  ourfelves 
inafters  of  the  place ;  cfpedally  confidering  that  all 
f  heir  chief  men  were  on  board  the  admiral ;  I  mean 
fuch  as  were  undoubtedly  the  beft  foldiers.  Round 
about  the  city,  for  the  fpacc  of  feven  leagues^  or  there- 
abouts,  all  the  adjacent  country  is  Savanna,  as  they 
call  it  in  the  Spanifh  language,  that  is  to  fay  plain 
and  level  ground ,  as  fmooth  as  a  (heet ;  only  here  and 
there  is  to  be  feen  a  fmajl  fpot  of  woody  land.  This 
level  ground  is  full  of  Vacadas,  or  Beef  Stations, 
where  whole  droves  of  cows  and  oxen  are  kept,  which 
ferve  as  fo  miany  lookouts,  or  watch-towers,  to  defcry 
if  an  enemy  is  approaching  by  land.  The  ground 
whereon  the  city  nqw  (lands,  is  very  damp  and  moift, 
which  renders  the  place  unhealthfuh  The  water  is 
alfo  full  of  worms,  which  are  very  prejudicial  to 
(hipping  ;  and  this  is  the  caufc  that  the  king's  (hips 
lie  always  at  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  unlefs  when 
they  come  down  to  Panama  to  bring  the  lung's  plate ; 
which  is  only  at  fuch  times  as  the  fleet  or  galleons 
come  from  Old  Spain  to  fetch  and  convoy  it  thither. 
Here,  m  one  hour  after  our  arrival,  we  found  worms 
of  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  both  in  our 
bed-clothes  and  other  apparel. 

At  the  iflands  of  Perico  above-mentioned,  we 
feized  in  all  five  (hips :  of  thefe,  the  firft  and  biggeft 
was  named,  as  was  faid  before,  the  Trinidad,  and 
was  a  great  (hip,  of  the  burden  of  400  tons:  her 
lading  confifting  of  wine,  fugar,  fweetmeats  (where- 
of the  Spaniards  in  thofe  hot  countries  make  infinite 
ufe)  (kins,  and  foap.  The  fccond  (hip  was  about 
300  tons  burden,  and  not  above  half  laden  with 
bars  of  irpn,  which  is  one  of  the  richcft  commodi- 
M  ^  ties 
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ties  that  arc  brought  into  the  South-Sea.  This 
veflelwe  burned  with  the  lading  in  her,  becaufe  the 
Spaniards  pretended  not  to  want  that  commodity, 
and  therefore  would  not  redeem  it.  The  third  was 
laden  with  fugar,  being  of  the  burden  of  1 80  tons, 
or  thereabouts.  This  vefTel  was  given  to  captain 
Cook.  The  fourth  was  an  old  fhipof  60  tons,  laden 
with  flour  or  meal.  This  (hip  we  likewife  burnt 
with  her  lading,  efteeming  both  bottom  and  cargo 
at  that  time  to  be  ufelefs  to  us.  The  fifth  was  a 
ihip  of  50  tons,  which,  with  a  periaugne,  captain 
Coxon  took  along  with  him  when  he  Ictt  us. 

Within  two  or  three  days  after  our  arrival  at  Pa- 
nama, captata  Coxon  being  much  diflatisfied  with 
fome  refleftions  caft  upon  him  by  our  company,  de- 
termined to  leave  us,  and  return  back  to  our  (hips 
in  the  northern  feas,  by  the  fame  way  he  came ;  and 
perfuadcd  feveral  of  our  company,  who  fided  moft 
with  him,  and  had  had  the  chief  hand  in  his  elec- 
tion, to  fall  off  from  us,  and  bear  him  company  in 
his  journey,  or  march  over  land.  The  main  caufc 
of  tbofe  refleftions  was  his  backwardnefs  in  the  laft 
engagement  with  the  Armadilla ;  concerning  which 
point  fome  Iluck  not  to  brand  him  for  a  coward.  He 
drew  off  with  him  to  the  number  of  70  of  our  men, 
who  all  returned  back  with  him  in  the  fliip  and 
periaugue  above-jtientioned,  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  river  of  Santa  Maria.  In  his  company  went  alfo 
back  the  Indian  king,  captain  Antonio,  and  doo 
Andreas,  who,  being  old,  defircd  to  be  excufed 
from  ftaying  any  longer  with  us.  However,  the 
king  defired  we  would  not  be  lefs  vigorous  in  an- 
noying their  enemy  and  ours,  the  Spaniards,  than 
if  he  were  perfonally  prefent  with  us.  And  to  the 
intent  we  might  fee  how  faithfully  he  did  intend  to 
deal  with  us,  he  at  the  fame  time  recommended 
both  his  ion  and  nephew  to  the  care  of  captain  Saw- 

kins. 
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kins,  who  was  now  our  newly  chofea  gCDcral,  or 
commaDder  in  chief,  in  the  abfencc  of  captain  Sharp. 
The  two  Armadilla  fhips,  which  we  took  in  the 
engagement,  we  burnt  alfo,  faving  nothing  of  either 
of  them,  but  their  rigging  and  Jails,  With  them 
alfo  we  burnt  a  bark  that  came  into  the  port  laden 
with  fowls  and  poultry. 

On  Sunday,  April  tlie  25th,  captain  Sharp  with 
his  bark  and  company  came  in  and  joined  us  again. 
His  abfence  was  occafioned  by  want  of  water,  which 
forced  him  to  bear  up  to  the  king's  iflands.  Being 
there,  he  found  a  new  bark,  which  he  prefently 
took,  and  burnt  his  old  one.  This  veflel  failed  ex- 
cellently well.  Within  a  day  or  two  after  the  ar- 
rival of  captain  Sharp,  came  in  likewife  the  people 
of  captain  Harris.  Thefe  had  alfo  taken  another 
barky  and  cut  down  the  mafls  of  their  old  one  by 
the  board ;  and  thus  without  mafts  or  fails  turned 
away  the  prifoners  they  had  taken  in  her.  The 
next  day  we  took  another  bark,  that  came  from  Nata, 
being  laden  with  fowls  as  before.  In  this  bark  we 
turned  away  all  the  meaneft  prifoners  we  had  on 
board  us. 

Having  continued  before  Panama  for  the  fpace  of 
ten  days,  being  employed  in  the  affairs  before-men- 
tioned, on  May  the  2d,  we  weighed  from  the  ifland 
of  Perico,  and  flood  off  to  another  ifland^  diflant 
two  leagues  farther  from  thence,  called  Tavoga. 
On  this  ifland  (lands  a  town  which  bears  the  fame 
name,  and  cpnfids  of  a  hundred  houfes,  or  there- 
abouts. The  people  of  the  town  were  all  fled,  fee- 
ing our  veflcls  arrive.  While  we  were  here,  fome 
ofour  men  being  drunk  afhorc,  happened  to  fet  fire 
to  one  of  the  houfes,  the  which  confumed  twelve 
houfes  more  before  any  could  get  afhore  to  quench 
it.  To  this  ifland  came  feveral  Spaoifh  merchants 
fix)m  Panama,  and  fold  us  what  commodities  we 
M  3  needed 
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needed,  bnyiog  alfo  of  us  much  of  the  goods  we  had 
taken  ia  their  own  vefTcIs :  they  gave  us  likewife 
aoo  pieces  of  eight  for  each  negro  we. could  fpare 
them,  of  fuch  as  were  our  piifoners.  From  this 
idand  we  could  eafily  fce  all  the  ve/Tels  that  went  out, 
or  came  into  the  port  of  Panama ;  and  here  we  took 
likewife  feveral  barks  that  were  laden,  with  fowls. 

Eight  days  after  our  arrival  at  Tavoga,  we  took 
a  (hip  that  was  coming  from  Truxillo,  and  bound 
for  Panama.  In  this  veflel  we  found  2000  jars  of 
wine,  50  jars  of  gunpowder,  and  51^000  pieces  of 
eight.  This  money  had  been  fent  from  that  city 
to  pay  the  foldiers  belonging  to  the  garrifon  of  Pa- 
nama. From  the  faid  prize  we  had  information 
given  that  there  was  another  fhip  coming  from  Lima 
with  100,000  pieces  of  eight  more ;  which  (hip  was 
to  fail  ten  or  twelve  days  after  them,  and  which 
they  faid  could  not  be  long  before  flxe  arrived  at  Pa- 
nama. Within  two  days  after  this  intelligence  wc 
took  alfo  another  (hip  laden  with  flour  from  Truxillo, 
belonging  to  certain  Indians,  inhabitants  of  the  fame 
place,  or  thereabouts.  This  prize  confirmed  what 
the  firft  had  cold  us  of  that  rich  (hip,  and  faid,  as  the 
others  bad  done  before,  that  (he  would  be  there  in 
the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten  days. 

While  we  lay  at  Tavoga,  the  prefident,  or  go- 
vernor of  Panama,  fent  a  me(rage  by  fome  merchants 
to  us,  to  know  what  we  came  for  into  thofe  parts  ? 
To  this  medage  captaia  Sawkios  made  anfwer, 
"  That  wc  came  to  aiSft  the  king  of  Darien,  who 
''  was  the  true  lord  of  Panama,  and  all  the  country 
''  thereabouts :  aud  that  (ince  we  were  come  fo  far, 
''  it  was  no  reafon  but  that  we  (hould  have  fome 
"  fatisfaflion.  So  that  if  he  pleafed  to  fend,  us 
**  coo  pieces,  of  eight  for  each  man,  and  one  thou- 
*'  land  for  each  commander,  and  not  any  farther 
«<  to  aaaoy  the  ladiaos,  but  fuller  them  to  ufe  their 
"■  ««  owa 
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*'  owa  power  and  liberty,  as  became  the  true  an^ 
**  natural  lords  of  the  country,  that  then  we  would 
"  dsfift  from  farther  hoftUiiies,  and  go  away  peace* 
"  ably;  otherwife  that  we  fliould  ftay  there,  and 
"  get  what  we  could,  caufiog  them  what  damage 
*•  was  poffible."  By  the  merchants  alfo  that  went 
and  came  to  Panama,  we  underftood  there  lived 
then  as  biOiop  of  Panama,  one  who  had  formerly 
been  bi(hop  of  Santa  Martha,  and  who  was  prifoner 
to  captain  Sawkins,  when  he  took  the  faid  place 
about  four  or  five  years  paft.  The  captain  having 
received  this  intelligence,  fent  two  loaves  of  fugar 
to  the  biftiop  as  a  prefent.  The  next  day  the  mer- 
chant who  carried  them,  returning  to  Tavoga, 
brcrught  the  captain  a  gold  ring  for  a  retaliation  of 
his  faid  prefent.  And  withal^  he  brought  a  mef* 
fage  to  captain  Sawkins  from  the  prefident  above- 
mentioned,  to  know  farther  of  him,  fince  we  were 
£nglt(hmen,  '*  From  whom  we  had  our  commifliony 
*•■  and  to  whom  he  ought  to  complain  for  the  (^a- 
'*  mages  we  had  already  done  them  ?"  To  this 
meflla^  captain  Sawkins  fenC^  back  for  an  anfwer, 
<^  That  as  yet  all  his  company  were  not  come  to- 
"  gcther ;  but  that  when  they  were  come  up,  we 
'*  would  come  and  vifit  him  at  Panama^  and  bring 
"  our  commiflions  on  the  muzzles  of  our  guns,  at 
^<  which  time  he  (hould  read  them  as  plain  as  the 
'*  flame  of  gunpowder  coold  make  them*" 

At  this  ifland  of  Tavoga,  captain  SawUina  would 
fain  have  (laid  longer  to  wait  for  the  rich  fliip  above- 
mentioned  that  was  coming  from  Po'ui  but  our 
inen  were  fo  importunate  for  fr^fh  visuals,  that  no 
reafon  could  rule  them,  nor  their  own  intcrcil  per- 
foade  them  to  any  thing  that  mi^ht  cpnducQ  to  this 
purpofe.  Hereupon,  May  tbp  15th*  >y<?  weighol 
anchor,  and  failed  from  thence  to  the  ifland' of 
M  4  Otoque 
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Otoque.  Being  arrived  there,  we  lay  by  it,  while 
our  boat  went  afhorc,  and  fetched  off  fowls,  hogs, 
and  other  things  ncceflary  for  fullenance.  Here  I 
fini(hed  a  draught,  comprehending  from  point  Ga- 
rachine,  to  the  bay  of  Panama,  &c,' 

From  Otoque  we  failed  to  the  ifland  of  Cayboa, 
which  is  a  place  very  famous  for  the  fifhery  of  pearl 
thereabouts,  and  is  at  the  diHance  of  eight  leagues 
from  another  place  called  Puebla  Nueba,  on  the 
Main.  In  our  way  to  this  ifland  we  loft  two  of 
our  barks,  one  whereof  had  fifteen  men  in  her,  and 
the  other  feveo.  Being  arrived,  we  caft  anchor  at 
the  faid  ifland. 


CHAP.    IX. 

Captain  Sawkins,  chief  commander  (f  the  Bucaniers^ 
is  kilied  brfore  Puebla  Nueba.  They  are  repulfed 
from  the  place.  Captain  Sharp  chofen  to  be  their 
leader.  Many  more  ^  their  company  leave  them, 
and  return  home  over  land. 


WHILE  we  lay  at  anchor  before  Cayboa,  our 
two  chief  commanders  captain  Sawkins  and 
captain  Sharp,  taking  with  them  60  men  or  there- 
abouts, weat  in  captain  Cook*s  fliip  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  where  Puebla  Nueba  is  fituated.  The 
day  of  tliis  aflion,  as  I  find  it  quoted  in  my  journal, 
was  May  22d,  1680.  When  they  came  to  the  ri- " 
ver's  mouth,  they  put  themfelves  into  canoes,  and 
"^^^ere  pilotted  up  the  xyrcr  towards  the  town  by  a 
negro,  who  was  one  of  our  prifoners,  I  was  cholea 
to  be  concerned  in  this  adlion,  but  happened  not  to 
landi  bang  commanded  to  remsUn  in  captain  Cook's 
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fliip,  while  ihcy  went  tip  to  alTauIt  the  towo*  Bot 
here  the  inbabiunts  were  too  well  provided  for  the 
reception  of  our  party:  for  at  the  diftaoce  of  a  mile 
below  the  town,  they  had  cut  down  great  trees, 
and  laid  them  crofs  the  river,  with  defign  to  hinder 
the  coming  up  of  any  boats.  In  like  manner,  on 
ihore  before  the  town  itfelf^  they  had  raifed  three 
(trong  breaft- works,  and  made  other  things  for  their 
defence.  Here  therefore  captain  Sawkins  running 
up  to  the  breaft-works  at  the  head  of  a  few  men, 
was  killed :  a  man  who  was  as  valiant  and  coura- 
geous as  any  could  be,  and  likewife,  next  to  captaia 
Sharp,  the  bed  beloved  of  all  our  company,  or  the 
moft  part  thereof.  Neither  was  this  love  unde- 
ferved  by  liim ;  for  we  ought  juftly  to  attribute  to 
him  the  greateft  honour  we  gained  in  our  engage- 
ment b^re  Panama  with  &e  Spanifh  ArmadiUa* 
Efpecially,  confidering  that,  as  hath  been  faid  above, 
captain  Sharp  was  by  accident  abfent  at  the  time 
of  that  great  and  bloody  fight. 

We  that  remained  behind  on  board  the  (hip  of 
captain  Cook,  carried  her  within  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Puebla  Nueba,  and  entered  clofe  by  the  Eaft 
(bore,  which  is  crowned  with  a  round  hill.  Withia 
two  ftone's  caft  of  fliore,  we  had  four  fathom  water. 
Within  the  point  opens  a  very  fine  and  large  river, 
which  falls  from  a  fandy  bay,  at  a  fmall  dillance 
from  thence.  But  as  we. were  getting  in,  being 
ftrangers  to  the  place,  we  unwittingly  ran  our  fliip 
on  ground  oear  a  r©ck  which  lies  on  the  weftward 
fliore ;  for  the  true  channel  of  the  faid  river  is  nearer 
to  the  Eaft  than  the  Weft  (here.  With  captaia 
Sawkins,  in  the  unfortunate  aflault  of  this  place, 
there  died  two  men  more,  and  three  were  wounded 
in  the  retreat,  which  they  performed  to  the  canoes 
in  pretty  good  order.  In  their  way  down  the  river, 
captain  Sharp  took  a  (hip,  whofc  lading  confiH:  :d  of 
M  5  indigo, 
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indigo,  otto,  manteco,  or  butter  and  pitch ;  and 
likewife  burnt  two  vcfTels  more,  as  being  of  no  va- 
lue. With  this  he  returned  on  board  our  (hips, 
being  much  troubled  in  his  mind,  and  grieved  for 
the  lofs  of  fo  bold  and  brave  a  partner  in  his  advca- 
tures,  as  Sawkins  had  conftantly  ftiewed  himfelf  to 
be.  His  death  was  much  lamented,  and  occafioned 
another  party  of  our  own  men  to  mutiny,  and  leave 
us,  returning  over  land,  as  captain  Coxon  and  his 
company  had  done  beJFore. 

Three  days  after  the  death  of  captain  Sawkins, 
captain  Sharp,  who  was  now  commander  in  chief, 
gave  the  ftiip  which  he  had  taken  in  the  river  of 
Puebla  Nueba,  and  which  was  of  the  burden  of  loo 
tons,  or  thereabouts,  to  captain  Cook  to  conunand 
and  fail  in;   ordering  withal,   that  the  old  veflel 
which  he  had,  fhould  go  with  thote  men  that  de- 
figned  to  leave  us ;  their  mutiny,  and  our  diftraftion 
being  now  grown  very  high.     Hereupon  captain 
Sharp  coming  on  board  la  Trinidad,  the  greateft  of 
our  (hips,  aUced  our  men  in  full  council,  who  of 
them  were  willing  to  go,  or  flay  and  profecute  the 
defign  captain  Sawkins  had  undertaken,  which  was 
to  remain  in  the  South-fea,  and  there  to  make  a 
complete  voyage;    after  which  he  intended  to  go 
home  round  about  America,  through  the  Strdghts 
of  Magellan.     He  added  withal,  that  he  did  not  as 
yet  fear  or  doubt  in  the  leafl,  but  to  make  each  man 
who  fliould  ftay  with  him,  worth  looo  pounds,  by 
the  fruits  he  hoped  to  reap  of  that  voyage.     All 
thofe  who  had  remained  after  the  departure  of  cap- 
tain Coxon,  for  love  of  captain  Sawkins,  and  only 
to  he  in  his  company,  and  under  his  conduf^,  think- 
ing thereby  to  make  their  fortunes,  would  ftay  no 
lor.ger,  but  prefled  to  depart.     Among  ibis  num. 
ber  1  acknowledge  royfelf  to  have  been  one,  as  being 
totally  defirous  in  my  miad  to  quit  tbofe  hazardous 

adventures. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BacANiERSy  &fr.  of  America.       %f^ 

adventures,  and  remrn  homewards  in  company  of 
thofe  who  were  now  going  to  ieave  us  ;  yet  being 
much  afraid  and  averk  to  truft  myfelf  among  wild 
Indians  any  farther,  I  chofe  rather  to  ftay,  though 
unwillingly,  and  venture  on  that  long  and  dangerous 
voyage.  Befides  the  danger  of  which  Indians,  1  con- 
iidered  that  the  rains  were  now  already  up,  and  it 
would  be  hard  paiTiag  {o  many  gullies,  which  of 
necelEiy  would  then  be  full  of  water,  and  confe- 
quently  create  mo(e  than  one  fingle  peril  to  the  un- 
dertakers of  that  journey ;  yet  notwithflanding,  63 
men  of  our  company  were  refolved  to  encounter  all 
thefe  hardfhips,  and  to  leave  us.  Hereupon  they 
took  their  leave  of  us,  and  returned  homeward^, 
taking  with  them  the  Indian  king's  fon,and  the  rcftdc 
.the  Indians  for  their  guides  over  land.  They  had, 
as  was  fiid  above,  the  fliip  wherein  captain  Cook 
failed,  to  carry  them  :  and  out  of  our  provifion  as 
much  as  would  ferve  for  treble  their  number. 

On  the  laft  day  of  May  they  left  us  employed  in 
taking  in  water  and  cutting  down  wood,  at  the 
ifland  of  Cayboa  before-mentioned,  where  this  mptiny 
happened.  Here  we  caught  very  good  tortoife,  and 
red  deer :  we  killed  alfo  ailigatorsr  of  a  very  large 
fize,  fome  of  them  being  above  twenty  feet  in  length. 
But  we  could  not  find  but  that  they  were  very  fear- 
ful of  a  man,  and  would  fly  from  us  very  hailily 
when  we  hunted  them.  This  ifland  lieth  Soulh- 
fouth-eaft  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  atove-men- 
lioned.  On  the  South-eaft  fide  oP  the  aland  is  a 
(hoal  or  fpit  of  fand,  which  ftretched  itfelf  the  fpace  of 
quarter  of  a  league  into  the  fea.  Here  therefore  juft 
within  this  ihoal,  we  anchored  in  the  depth  of  four- 
teen fathom  water.  The  ifland  on  this  fide  there- 
of maketh  two  great  bays,  in  the  firfl:  of  which  we 
watered,  at  a  certain  pond  not  diftant  above  tho 
caft  of  a  (lone  up  from  the  bay.    In  this  pond  as  I 
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was  wafluQg  myfclf,  and  ftanding  under  a  Manza- 
nilla  tree,  a  fmsdl  ihower  of  rain  happened  to  fall 
on  the  tree,  and  from  thence  dropped  on  my  (kin  : 
thefc  drops  caufed  me  to  break  out  all  over  my  body 
into  red  fpots,  of  which  I  was  not  well  for  the  fpace 
of  a  week  after.  Here  I  eat  very  large  oyftcrs,  the 
biggeft  that  ever  I  eat  in  my  life ;  infomuch,  that  I 
was  forced  to  cut  them  into  four  pieces,  each  quar- 
ter of  them  being  a  good  mouthful. 

Three  days  after  the  departure  of  the  mutineer«» 
captain  Sharp  ordered  us  to  burn  the  (hip  that  I  had 
hitherto  failed  in,  only  out  of  defign  to  make  ufe  of 
the  iron-work  belonging  to  the  faid  vtflfel.  Withal 
we  put  all  the  flour  that  was  her  lading  into  the 
laft  prize  taken  in  the  river  of  Puebla  Nueba ;  and 
captain  Cook,  as  was  faid  before,  was  ordered  to 
command  her;  but  the  men  belonging  to  his  com- 
pany would  not  fail  any  longer  under  Ms  command. 
Hereupon  he  quitted  his  veflel,  and  came  on  board 
our  admiral,  the  great  fhip  above-mentioned,  called 
La  Triiiidad,  determining  to  rule  over  fuch  un- 
ruly company  no  longer.  In  his  place  was  put  John 
Cox,  an  inhabitant  of  New  England,  who  forced 
kindred,  as  was  thought,  on  captain  Sharp,  out  of 
old  acquaintance,  in  this  conjunfture  of  time,  only 
to  advance  himfi^f :  thus  he  was  made,  as  it  were, 
vice-admiral  to  captain  Sharp.  The  next  day  three 
of  oar  prifoners,  viz.  an  Indian,  who  was  captain  of 
a  (hip,  and  two  mulattos,  ran  away  from  us,  and 
made  their  efcape. 

After  this  it  was  thought  convenient  to  fend  cap- 
tain Peralta  prifoner  in  the  admiral,  on  board  Mr. 
Cox's  (hip:  this  was  done  to  the  intent  he  might 
not  hinder  the  endeavours  of  captain  Juan,  who  was 
commander  of  the  money(bip  we  took,  mentioned 
at  the  idand  of  Tavoga ;  for  this  man  had  promifed 
to  do  great  things  lor  us,  by  piloting  and  condnft- 
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100  as  to  feveral  places  of  great  riches ;  but  more 
efpecially  to  Guayaquil,  where,  he  faid,  we  might 
lay  down  our  filver,  and  lade  our  velfel  with  gM. 
This  defign  was  undertaken  by  captain  Sawkins, 
and  had  not  the  headftronghefs  of  his  men  brought 
him  to  the  idand  of  Cayboa,  where  he  loll  his  life, 
he  had  certainly  efTefted  it  before  now.  That  night 
we  had  fuch  thunder  and  lighrnbgs,  as  I  never  heard 
before  in  all  my  life :  our  prifoners  told  us,  that  in 
thefe  parts  it  very  often  caufed  great  damages,  both 
by  iea  and  land ;  and  my  opinion  gave  me  to  be- 
lieve, that  our  nuin-maft  received  fome  damage  on 
this  occa/ien.  The  rainy  feafon  being  now  entered, 
the  wind  for  the  moft  port  was  at  N.  W.  though  not 
without  fome  calms. 

CHAP.     X. 

Tbfy  depart  from  the  ijland  cfCayhoa  to  the  tJLe  cf 
Corgma^  inhere  they  careen  their  vejfels.  Defcrip^ 
Hon  of  this  ijle.  They  refolve  to  go  and  plunder 
jirica,  liAving  their  defign  tf  Guayaquil. 

TTTAVTNG  got  in  all  things  ncceflary  for  &iling> 
I  I  we  were  now  in  a  readinefs  to  depart,  on 
Sunday  June  6th,  1680.  That  day  we  had  fome 
rain  fell,  which  now  was  very  frequent  in  all  tho(c 
places.  About  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  fet 
fail  for  the  iHand  of  Cayboa,  with  a  fmall  breeze, 
the  wind  being  at  S.  S.  W.  Our  courfe  was  £.  S. 
by  £.  and  S.  £.  After  failing  two  days,  with  little  or 
no  wind,  on  the  third,  about  fun  rifing,  wedelcried 
Quicara,  which  at  that  dme  bore  N«  W.  by  W. 
from  us,  at  the  diAance  of  five  leagues,  or  there- 
abouts. 

Thefe  are  two  feveral  iflands,  whereof  the  leaft 
is  to  the  fouthward  of  the  othcr7    The  land  is  a 
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low  table  land ;   they  are  above  three  leagues   in 
length. 

*  Thurfday,  June  loth,  we  faw  many  tortoifcs 
floating  upon  the  fca ;  hereupon  we  hoifted  out  our 
boat,  and  came  to  one  of  them,  who  offered  not  to 
ftir  until  ihe  was  ftruck,  and  even  then  not  to  fiak 
to  the  bottom,  but  rather  to  fwim  away:  the  fta 
hereabouts  is  very  full  of  feveral  forts  of  fi(h,  as 
dolphins,  bonites,  albicores,  mullets,  and  old  wives, 
'&c.  which  came  fwimming  about  our  flilp  in  whole 
(heals.  The  next  day,  which  was  Friday,  our  Spa- 
ni(h  prifoners  informed  us,  we  mull  not  expefl  any 
fettled  wind  until  we  came  within  the  latitude  of 
three  degrees :  for  all  along  the  weftern  fliorc  of 
thefe  feas,  there  is  little  wind ;  which  is  the  caufe 
that  thofe  (hips  that  go  from  Acapulco  to  the  iflands 
called  de  las  Philippinas,  do  coaft  along  the  fliore  of 
-California,  until  they  get  into  the  height  of  forty- 
five  degrees ;  yea,  fometimes  of  fifty  degrees  lati- 
tude. As  the  wind  varied,  fo  we  tacked  feveral 
times,  thereby  to  make  the  beft  of  our  way  that  was 
poffible  to  the  fouthward. 

As  our  prifoners  had  informed  us,  fo  we  found  it 
by  experience :  for  failing  two  days  with  fmall  wind, 
and  much  rain,  June  17th,  about  five  in  the  morn- 
ing we  defcried  land,  which  appeared  all  along  10 
be  very  low,  and  likewife  full  of  creeks  and  bays ; 
our  pilot  not  knowing  what  land  it  was,  we  called 
Mr.  Cox  on  board  us,  who  brought  captain  Peralta 
with  him  ;  this  gentleman  being  alked,  prcfeiitly 
told  us,  the  land  wc  faw  was  the  lancj  of  Barbacca, 
being  almoft  a  wild  country  all  over  :  withal,  he  in- 
formed us,  that  to  the  leeward  of  us,  at  the  diftance 
of  ten  leagues,  or  thereabouts,  did  lie  an  ifland 
called  by  the  name  of  Gorgona ;  the  which  ifland, 
he  faid,  the  Spaniards  did  (bun,  and  very  feldom 
came  near,  it,  by  reafon  of  the  inceflant  and  con- 
tinual 
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tjnnal  rains  there  falling,  fcarce  one  day  in  the  year 
being  dry  at  that  piac6.     Captain  Sharp  having 
heard  this  information  of  captain  Peralta,  judged  the 
faid  idand  might  be  the  fitteft  place  for  our  com- 
pany to  careen  at ;  confidering  that  if  the  Spaniards 
did  not  frequent  it,  we  might  in  all  probability  lie 
there  undefcricd,  and  our  enemies  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  mean  time,  might  think  wc  were  gone  out  of 
thofe  feas.     At  this  time  it  was,  that  I  Terioufly  re- 
pented my  (laying  in  the  South-Seas,  and  that  I  did 
not  return  homewards  in  company  of  them  that  went 
before  us :  for  1  knew  and  could  eafily  perceive  that 
by  thefe  delays  the  Spaniards  would  gain  time,  and 
be  able  to  fend  advice  of  our  coming  to  every  port 
all  abng  the  coaft,  fo  that  wc  (hould  be  prevented 
in  all,  or  moft  of  our  attempts  and  defigns  where- 
foevcr  we  came.     But  thofe  of  our  company,  who 
had  got  money  by  the  former  prizes  of  this  voyage, 
overfwayed  the  others  who  had  loft  all  their  booty 
at  gaming.   Thus  we  bore  away  for  the  ifland  aforc- 
laid  of  Gorgona. 

On  the  main  land  over  againft  this  ifland  of  Gor- 
gona, we  were  told  by  our  prifoners,  that  up  a  great 
lake  is  an  Indian  town,   where  they  have  a  large 
quantity  of  fand  grains   of  gold :    moreover,  that 
five  days  fail  up  a  river  belonging  to  the  faid  lake 
dwell  four  Spanifli  fuperintendants,  who  have  each 
of  them  the  charge  of  overfeeing  fifty  or  fixty  Indians 
who  ate  employed  in  gathering  the  gold  which  flip- 
peth  from  the  chief  colleftors,  or  fiaders  thereof: 
thefe  are  at   leaft  threefcorc  and  ten,  or  fburfcore 
Spaniards,  with  a  great  number  of  flaves  belonging 
to  them,  who  dwell  higher  up  than  thefe  four  fuper- 
intendants, at  the  diftance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty 
days  failing  on  the  faid  river.   That  once  every  year 
at  a  certain  feafon,  there  comes  a  veffel  from  Lima, 
the  capital  city  of  Peru,  to  fetch  the  gold  that  is  ga- 
thered 
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thered  here ;  aod  withal,  to  bring  thefe  people  fuch 
neceflaries  as  they  want :  by  land  it  is  full  fix  weeks 
travel  from  thence  to  Lima.  The  main  land  to  wind- 
ward of  this  ifland  is  very  low  and  full  of  riveis;  all 
along  the  coaft  it  rains  extremely :  the  ifland  is  dif- 
tantnrom  the  continent  only  four  leagues. 

Captain  Sharp  gave  this  ifland  the  name  of  Sharp's 
Ifle,  by  reafon  we  careened  at  this  place.  We  an- 
chored on  the  South-fide  of  it,  at  the  mouth  of  a 
very  fine  river,  which  there  dilgorgeth  itfelf  into  the 
fea:  there  belong  to  this  ifland  aoouc  thirty  rivers 
and  rivulets,  all  which  fall  from  the  rocks  on  the 
feveral  fides  of  the  ifland  :  the  whole  circumference 
thereof  is  about  three  leagues  and  a  half,  being  all 
high  and  mountainous  land,  excepting  only  on  that 
fide  where  we  cait  anchor.  Here  therefore  we  moored 
our  fliip  in  the  depth  of  eighteen  or  twenty  fathom 
water,  and  began  to  unrig  the  veflel :  but  we  were 
four  or  five  days  fpacc  before  we  could  get  our  fails 
dry,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  take  them  from  the  yards^ 
there  foiling  a  fliower  of  rain  alraoft  every  hour^ 
day  and  night :  the  main  land  to  the  eaft  of  the  ifland, 
and  fo  ftretchiog  northwards,  is  extreme  high  and 
towering,  and  withal  perpetually,  clpuded,  excepting 
only  at  the  rifing  of  the  fun,  when  the  tops  of  thole 
hills  are  clear.  From  the  South- fide  of  this  ifland 
where  we  anchored^  we  could  fee  the  low  land  of 
the  main,  at  leafl  a  point  thereof,  which  lieth  neared 
to  the  ifland  :  the  appearance  it  maketb,  is,  as  if  it 
were  trees  growing  out  of  the  water. 

Friday,  July  2d,  as  we  were  heaving  down  our 
fliip,  our  mainmafl  happened  to  crack ;  hereupon  our 
carpenters  were  obliged  to  cut  out  large  fifhes  and 
fifli  it,  as  they  term  it. 

The  next  day  after  the  mifchance  of  our  mainmaft, 
we  killed  a  fnake  fourteen  inches  thick,  and  eleven 
feet  long.     About  the  diilance  of  a  league  from  this 
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ifland  nins  a  ledge  of  rocks^  over  which  the  water 
coDtinually  breaks ;  the  ledge  bang  about  two  miles, 
or  thereabouts,  in  length-  Had  we  but  anchored 
but  half  a  mile  more  northerly^  we  had  rid  in  much 
fmoocher  water ;  for  here  the  wind  came  ia  upoa 
us  ia  violent  gufts.  While  we  were  there,  from 
13th,  to  July  3d,  we  bad  dry  weather,  which  was 
eQeemed  as  a  rarity  by  the  Spaniards,  our  prifo- 
ners.  Every  day  we  law  whales  and  grampufles, 
who  would  often  come  and  dive  under  our  ihip  ; 
we  fired  at  them  feveral  times,  but  our  bullets  re- 
boQDded  from  their  bodies.  Our  choice  and  beft 
provifions  here  were  Indian  conies,  monkeys,  fnakes^ 
oyf!crs,  concks,  periwinkles,  with  fome  other  forts 
of  good  fi/h,  and  a  few  fmall  turde.  Here  we  alfo 
caught  a  doath,  a  beaft  well  deferving  that  name, 
given  it  by  the  Spaniards,  by  whom  it  is  called  Pereza, 
&om  the  Latin  word  Pigritia. 

At  this  ifland  died  Jofeph  Gabriel,  a  Spaniard, 
born  in  Chili,  who  was  to  have  been  our  pilot  to 
Panama ;  he  was  the  fame  man  who  had  Aolen  and 
married  the  Indian  king^s  daughter,  as  was  mentioned 
above  :  he  had  all  along  been  very  true  and  ^ithful 
to  us,  in  difcovering  feveral  plots  and  confpiracies  of 
our  prifoners,  either  to  get  away,  or  deflroy  us.  His 
death  was  occasioned  by  a  calenture,  or  maligQaot 
fever,  which  killed  him  after  three  days  ficknefs,  hav- 
ing lain  two  days  fenfelefs.  During  the  time  of  our 
flay  at  this  ifland,  we  lengthened  our  top-fail  yards, 
and  got  up  top-gallant  maSs ;  we  made  twoflay-fails, 
and  refitted  our  ftiip  very  well ;  but  we  wanted 
provifions  extremely,  as  having  nothing  confiderable 
of  any  fort,  but  flour  and  water.  Being  almoft 
ready  to  depart,  captam  Sharp  our  commander  gave 
us  to  underfland,  he  had  changed  his  refblution, 
concerning  the  defign  of  going  to  Guayaquil,  for  he 
thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  go  thitner,  confider- 
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ing  that  ia  all  this  time  \ve  muft  of  neceflltf  hare 
been  dcfcried  :  yet,  notwithftanding  he  hhnfclf  be- 
fore had  perfuaded  us  to  ftay.  Behig  very  doubtful 
amongourfelveswhatcourfe  weftionld  take,  a  certain 
old  man  who  had  a  long  time  failed  among  the 
Spaniards,  told  us  he  could  carry  us  to  a  place  called 
Arica,  to  which  town,  he  faid,  all  the  plate  was 
brought  down  from  Potofi,  Chuquifaca,  and  fevcral 
other  places  within  land,  where  it  was  digged  oat 
of  the  mines;  and  that  he  doubted  not  but  we 
might  get  there  at  leaft  two  thoufand  pound  a  man, 
by  way  of  booty  ;  for  all  the  plate  of  the  South-fca 
lay  there,  as  it  were  in  ftorc,  being  dcpofited  at, the 
faid  place  till  fuch  time  as  the  (hips  fetched  it  away. 
Being  moved  with  thefe  reafons,  and  having 
deliberated  thereupon,  we  refolv^d  in  the  end  ^o  go 
lo  the  faid  place.  At  this  ifland  of  Gorgona  afore- 
mentioned, w€  likcwife  took  down  our  round-houfe 
coach,  and  all  the  high  carved  worH  belonging  to  the 
ftern  of  the  (hip  :  for  when  we  todc  her  from  the  Spa- 
niards before  Panama,  (he  was  as  high  as  any  third- 
rate  (hip  in  England. 

CHAP.    XL 

The  Bucaniers'  depart  from  the  ifle  of  Gorgona^  nvith 
defign  to  ^hinder  Arica.  They  lofe  one  another  by 
the  way.  They  touch  at  the  ifle  of  Plate  or  Drake*  s 
Jfle^  where  they  meet  again :  defcription  of  this 
tjle.  Some  memoirs  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  They 
fail  as  far  in  a  fortnight ^  as  the  Spaniards  ufuaUy 
do  in  three  Months* 

y^N  Sunday,  July  25,  in  the  afternoon,  all  things 
^^  being  now  in  a  readinefs  for  our  departure,  we 
fet  fail,  and  flood  away  from  the  ifland  of  Gorgona, 
or  Sharp's  Ifle,  with  a  fmall  breeze  which  ferved  u$ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucANiERs,  £«fr.  of  Amtrkcu        183 

at  N.  W.  but  as  the  fua  went  down,  our  breeze 
leflened  by  degrees  into  a  perfeft  calnx;  yet  we 
could  perceive  that  our  ihip  began  to  fail  much 
better  fince  the  taking  down  her  round-houfc,  and 
and  the  other  alterations  which  we  made  in  her. 

Next  day  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
had  a  land  breeze  to  help  us,  which  lafted  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  hours ;  and  again  In  the  evening  we  had 
auoiher.     This  day  the  Spaniards,  our  prifoners, 
told  us,  in  common  difcourfe,  that  in  moft  parts  of 
this  low-land  coaft  they  find  threefcore  fathom  water. 
The  third  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  captain  Sharp 
ordered  me  to  fpeak  to  captain  Gox,  to  go  about  and 
iknd  off  from  the  (bore,  for  he  fear^  he  would 
come  too  near  it:  but  he  replied,  he  knew  well, 
that  he  might  fland  in  till  two  o'clock.     The  next 
morning  early,  being  cloudy  and  quite  calm,  we 
faw  him  not,  and  notwithftanding  at  eight  o'clock 
it  cleared  up,  neither  then  could  we  get  fight  of 
him ;  from  hence  we  concluded,  and  fo  it  proved, 
that  we  had  loft  him  in  the  dark,  through  his  ob- 
ftinacy  in  ftanding-in  too  long,  and  not  coming  about 
when  we  fpoke  to  bim.     Thus  our  admiral's  fliip 
was  left  alone,  and  we  had  not  the  company  of 
captain  Cox  again,    till  we    arrived   at   the  Ifle 
of  Plate,  where  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  find 
him  again,  as  (hall  be  mentioned  hereafter.     The 
weather  being  clear  this  morning,    we  could  fee 
Gorgona,  at  the  diftance  of  at  leaft  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  leagues  to  the  eaftnortheaft. 

Thurfday,  July  29,  1680,  about  four  in  the 
afternoon  we  came  within  fight  of  the  ifland  del 
Gallo,  which  I  guefled  to  be  nigh  twenty-eight 
leagues  diflant  from  that  of  Gorgona,  the  place  of 
oor  departure,  S.  W. 

The  next  day,  being  July  30,  the  wind  blew 
very  frefb  and  brifk,  infomuch  that  we  were  in  fome 
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fear  for  the  heads  of  our  low  marts,  as  being  very 
fcnfible  that  they  were  but  weak :  about  three  or 
four  in  the  afternooQ  we  faw  another  ifland,  fix  or 
fcvcn  leagues  diAant  from  Gallo,  called  Gorgonilla, 
All  the  main  land  hereabouts  lieth  very  low  and  flat, 
and  is  in  very  many  places  overflown  and  drowoed 
every  high  water.  This  day,  and  the  night  before 
it,  we  loft  by  our  compuution  three  leagues  of  our 
way,  which  I  believe  happened  by  reafon  we  ftood 
out  too  far  froui  the  land,  as  having  ftood  off  all 
night  long. 

Ausuft  the  firft,  which  was  Sunday,  we  had  a 
very  trefti  wind,  at  W.  S.  W.  with  feveral  fmall 
ihowers  of  rain.  Mean  while  we  got  pretty  well 
to  windward,  by  making  fmall  trips  to  and  fro  : 
which  we  performed  moft  commonly  by  ftandiog 
in  three  glaflfes,  and  as  many  out. 

The  next  day,  Auguft  the  2<i,  in  the  morning, 
we  came  up  to  the  high  land  of  San  lago,  where 
beginneth  the  high  land  of  this  coaft.  Wc  kept 
at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  it,  <naking  con- 
tinual Qiorc  trips,  as  was  mentioned  before. 

Wednefday,  Auguft  the  4ih,  we  continued  ftill 
running  in  the  wind*s  eye,  as  we  had  done  for  two 
days  before.  In  the  afternoon  we  difcovered  three 
hills  at  E.  N.  E.  of  our  ftiip,  which  make  the  land 
of  San  Matteo.  That  evening  aUb  we  faw  the  Cape 
of  San  Francifco. 

Thurfday,  Auguft  the  5th,  we  being  then  about 
the  Cape,  it  looked  very  tike  Beachyhead  in  Eng* 
land  :  it  is  full  of  white  cliffs  on  all  fides.  The 
land  tumeth  off  here  to  the  eaftward  of  the  foutb, 
and  maketh  a  large  and  deep  bay,  the  circumference 
whereof  is  full  of  pleafant  hills.  In  the  bite  of  the  n 
bay  are  two  high  and  rocky  iflands,  which  repre- 
(ent  exadly  two  fhips  with  thdr  ^ils  full.  We 
were  now  come  out  of  the  rainy  countries  into  a 
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p^enfaot  aod  &ir  region,  where  we  bad  for  the  moft 
part  a  clear  Iky,  and  dry  weather ;  only  now  and 
then  a  fmall  mift,  which  would  foon  vanifh.  Mean 
while  a  great  dew  ufed  to  fall  every  night,  which 
fuppiicd  the  dcfe^  of  rain. 

On  Sunday,  Auguft  the  8th,  we  came clofe  ander 
a  wild  and  mountainous  country,  and  faw  Cape 
Pafllio,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues,  or  there- 
abouts, to  windward  of  us.  Ever  fi n€C  we  came 
on  this  fide  Mangrove  Point,  wc  obferved  a  wind- 
ward current  did  run  along  as  we  failed.  Under 
(horc  and  lower  towards  the  pitch  of  the  Cape,  the 
land  is  full  of  white  cliffs  and  groves. 

The  next  day  we  had  both  a  fair  day,  and  a  frcfh 
wind  to  help  us  on  our  voyage.  We  obferved  that 
Cape  Paflao'  maketh  three  points,  between  which 
are  two  buoys.  The  leewardrooft  of  the  two  is 
three  leagues  long,  and  the  other  four.  Adjoin* 
ing  to  the  bay  is  a  pleafant  valley.  Our  prifoners 
informed  us,  that  northward  of  thefe  Capes  live  cer- 
tain Indians  who  fell  maize  and  other  provifions  to 
any  (hips,  that  happen  to  come  in  there.  The  Cape 
itfelf  is  a  continued  cliff,  covered  wiih  feveral  forts 
rfftirubs  and  low  bu(hes.  Under  thefe  cliffs  lies  a 
fasdy  bay  forty  feet  deep.  The  Spaniards  fay  that 
the  wind  is  always  here  between  the  S.  S.  W. 
and  W.  S.  W. 

Tuefday,  Auguft  the  loth.  This  morning  the 
Iky  was  fo  thick  and  hazy,  that  we  could  not  fee 
the  high  land,  though  it  were  juft  befcre  us;  but 
as  foon  as  it  cleared  up,  W£  flood  in  towards  the 
land,  till  we  came  within  a  mile  of  the  fhore. 

Auguft  the  1 1  th.  We  found  ourfclves  N.  N.  W. 
from  Monte  de  Cbrifto,  being  a  very  high  and  round 
hill.  From  thence  to  windward  is  fcen  a  very 
pleafant  countiy,  with  fpots  here  and  there, of 
woody  land;  which  caofcs  the  countty  all  over  to  . 

look 
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look  like  fo  many  enclofurcs  of  ripe  corn-fields.  To 
leeward  of  the  faid  hill,  the  land  is  all  high  and 
hilly,  with  white  cliffs  at  the  fea  fide.  The  coafl 
runs  S.  W.  till  it  reaches'  a  point  of  land,  withia 
which  is  the  poet  of  Manta.  This  port  is  a  fettle- 
mcn^of  the  Spaniards  and  Indians  together,  where 
(hips  that  want  provifions  put  iu,  .and  are  furnifhed 
.  with  feveral  necefTaries.  About  fix  or  fcvcn  leagues 
to  windward  of  this  port  is  Cape  St.  Lawrence, 
butting  out  into  the  fea,  in  form  of  the  top  of  a 
church.  As  we  failed  we  faw  multitudes  of  gram- 
pufTes  every  day,  as  alfo  water  fnakes  of  divers 
colours.  Both  the  Spaniards  and  Indians  are  very 
fearful  of  thefe  fnakes,  as  believing  there  is  no  cure 
for  their  bitings. 

This  day  before  night  we  came  vithin  fight  of 
Manta.  Here  we  faw  the  houfcs  of  the  town  be* 
longing  to- the  port,  which  were  not  above  twenty 
or  thirty  Indian  houfcs,  lying  uin^cr  the  windwaid 
and  the  mount.  We  were  not  willing  to  be  dcfciicd 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  hereupon  we 
ilood  off  to  fea  again.  * 

On  Thurfday,  Auguft  the  12th,  in  the  morning, 
we  faw  the  ifland  of  Plate  at  S.  \V.  at  the  diihmce 
of  five  leagues  or  thereabouts  :  it  appc;'.rcd  to  us  to 
be  a  plain  country.  Having  mac^.c  tl^is  iflaud,  we 
refoh-ed  to  go  ihirher  and  retit  our  rigging,  and  get 
fome  goats  which  there  run  wild  up  *ind  down  the 
country.  Fur,  as  was  faid  before,  at  this  time  we 
had  no  other  provifion  but  flour  and  water.  This 
day  feveral  great  whales  came  up  to  us,  and  dived 
under  our  fliip.  One  of  thefe  whales  followed  our 
ihip  from  two  in  the  afternoon  till  dark  night. 

The  next  morning  very  early,  about  fix  of  the 
clock,  we  came  under  the  aforefaid  ifle  of  Plate ; 
and  here  unexpeftedly,  to  our  great  joy,  we  found 
at  anchor  the  fliip  of  captain  Cox,  with  his  whole 
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comp;my  (whom  we  had  loft  at  fea  for  the  fpace  of 
a  wlicJe  fortnight  before)  who  had  arrived  there 
four  days  before  us,  and  were  juft  ready  to  fail 
thence.  About  fcvcn  we  came  to  an  anchor,  and 
then  the  other  veflel  fent  us  a  live  tortoife  and  a 
goat-^to  feaft  upon  that  day ;  telling  us  withal  of 
great  (lore  of  tortoifes  to  be  found  aftiore  upon  the 
bays,  and  of  much  fiih  to  be  caught  hereabouts. 
The  iflnnd  is  very  fteep  on  all  fides  ;  infomuch  that 
there  is  no  landing,  but  onlyjat  the  N.  E.  fide 
thereof;  where  is  a  gully,  near  which  we  anchored 
in  twelve  fathom  water.  Here,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
a  furlong,  or  little  more  from  the  fhore,  is  a  crofs 
ftill  ftanding,  erc6led  at  the  firft  difcovcry  of  it  by 
the  Spaniards.  No  trees  are  to  be  found  on  the 
whole  ifl.ind,  only  low  flirubs,  on  which  the  goats 
feed,  which  are  here  very  numerous.  The  ftiure  is 
bold^nd  hard,  neither  is  there  any  water  to  be 
found  upon  it,  fave  only  the  S.  W.  fide,  where  it 
cannot  be  come  at,  bcinr^  (o  iiivironed  by  the  rocks, 
and  too  great  a  fea  hindering  the  approach  by  boats. 

Tflis  ifland  received  its  name  from  Sir  Francis  " 
Drake,  and  his  famo.is  adion?.  Fur  It  is  reported 
that  %e  here  made  the  dividend  of  that  vaft  quan- 
tity of  plate,  v^hich  he  took  in  the  Armada  of  this 
fea,  diftributing  to  eat  h  man  of  his  company  by 
whole  bowls  full.  The  Spaniards  afl^irm  to  this 
day,  that  he  took  at  that  time  twelvefcore  tons  of 
plate,  and  fixteen  bowls  of  coined  money  a  man  ; 
hisnumberbeing  then  forty-five  men  in  all;  infomuch 
that  they  were  forced  to  heave  much  of  it  overboard, 
bccaufe  his  fliip  could  not  carry  it  all.  Hence  this 
ifland  was  called  by  the  Spaniards  the  Ifle  of  Plate, 
from  this  great  dividend,  and  by  us  Drake's -Ifle. 

All  along  as  we  failed,  we  found  the  Spanifh 
pilot  to  be  very  ignorant  of  the  coafts.  But  they 
plead  in  excufe  for  their  Ignorance,  that  the  mer* 
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chants  either  of  MexkOi  Lima)  Panama,  or  other 
partSy  who  employ  thetn,  will  not  intrud  one  penny- 
worth of  goods  on  that  man's  veflel  that  corks  her, 
for  fear  the  ihould  mifcarry.     Here  our  prifoners 
told  us  likewife,  that  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, or  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  a  certain 
Ihip  was  fitted   out  of  Lima  with   feventy  brafs 
guns,  having  on  board  her  no  lefs  than  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,   or  pieces  of  eight.     All   which 
raft  fum  of  money  was  given  by  the  merchants  of 
Lima,  and  fent  as  a  prefent  to  our  gracious  king 
(or  rather  his  father)  who  now  reigneth,  to  fupply 
him  in  his  exile  and  diflrcfs.     But  that  this  great 
and  rich  (hip  was  loft  by  keeping  along  the  fliore 
in   the  bay  of  Manta  above-mentioned,  or  there- 
abouts.    The  truth  whereof  is  much  to  he  quef- 
ttooed. 

At  this  ifland  wc  took  out  of  Mr.  Cox's  (hip,  the 
old  Moor  who  pretended  he  would  be  our  pilot  to 
Arica.     This  was  done  left  we  ftiould  have  die  mif- 
fortuneof  lofing  the  company  of  Cox's  vcdel,  as 
we  had  done  before,  our  ihip  being  the  bi^eft  in 
burden,  and  having  the  greatcft  number  oT  men. 
Captain  Peralta  ofcentlmes  admired  that  we  were 
gotten  fo  far  to  the  windward  in  fo  little   fpace 
of  time;   whereas  they  had  been,  he  faid,   many 
-times  three  or  four  raontlis  in  reaching  to  this  dif- 
taacefrom  our  departure :  but  their  Jong  and  tedi- 
ous voyages,  he  added,  were  occafioned  by  their 
keeping  at  too   great  a  diftance   from  the  (hore. 
Moreover  he  told  us,    that  had  we  gone  to  the 
iflands  of  Galapagos,  as  we  were  once  determined 
to  do,  we  had  met  with  many  calms  and  currents, 
in  which  many  ftiips  have  been  loft,  and  never  heard 
of  more.    This  iftand  of  Plate  is  about  two  leagues 
in  length,  and  very  foil  of  deep  and  dangerous  bays, 
as  alfo  fuch  as  we  call  Gullies  ia  thefe  parts. 

Wc 
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We  caught  at  this  iflandy  and  falted  a  good  num- 
ber of  goats  andtortoifes.  One  man  (landing  hereoa 
a  little  bay.  In  one  day  turned  feventeen  tortoifes  ; 
befides  which  number,  our  Mufqucioftrikers  brought 
us  in  feveral  more.  Captain  Sharp  our  commander 
Aiewed  bimfelf  very  ingenious  in  ftriking  them,  he 

Srforminsit  as  well  as  .the  tortoifc-ftrikers  them- 
ves.  I^r  thefe  creatures  have  (o  little  fenfe  o£ 
fear,  that  they  oSer  not  to  flnk  from  the  fi(hermen» 
but  lie  ftiil  till  they  are  ftruck.  But  we  found  that 
the  tortoifes  on  this  Tide  were  not  fo  large  nor  fo 
fveet  to  the  tafte,  as  thofe  on  the  north-fide  of 
the  iflaod.  Of  goats  we  hiive  taken,  killed,  and 
faked  above  a  hundred  in  a  day,  and  that  with  eafc. 
While  we  Ihyed  here  we  made  a  fquare  main-top- 
(ail  yard.  We  cut  alfo  fix  feet  of  our  boltfprit^ 
and  three  feet  more  of  our  head.  Mod  of  the 
time  we  remained  here  ^we  had  hazy  weather  j  only 
now  and  then  the  fun  would  happen  to  break  out, 
and  then  (hine  fo  hot,  that  it  burnt  the  fkin  off  the 
necks  dl  feveral  of  our  men ;  as  for  me,  my  lips 
were  burnt  fo  that  they  were  not  well  in  a  whole 
week  after. 

C  H  A  ?.    XII. 

Captain  Sharp  and  his  company  depart  fr^m  thi 
ijland  of  Plate ^  in  profccution  of  their  voyage  to- 
vtards  Arica.  They  take  two  Spanijb  vejfels  by 
the  nuay^  and  get  intelligence  from  the  enemy ^ 
Eight  cf  their  company  deflrayed  at  the  ijle  of 
Galh.  Tedi&ufnefs  of  this  voyage,  and  great 
hard/hip  they  endured. 

JLlAving  taken  in  provifions  and  other  neceffariet 

**■  *  we  could  get  at  the  ifle  of  Plate,  we  fet  fail 

from  thence,  .Tuefday  the  f  7th  of  Auguft,  1680, 
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in  proTecutioQ  of  our  voyag^-  and  defigDS  abope- 
'mentioned,  to  take  and  plunder  the  vaflly  rick 
town  x){  Anca.  This  day  we  failed  fo  wcU,  as  wc 
did  likewife  feveral  days  after,  that  we  were  forced 
to  lie  by  feveral  times,  befides  prefling  our  topfaiU,| 
to  keep  our  other  (hip  company,  left  we  ihould  lofc; 
her  again. 

Next  morning,  about  break  of  day,  we  found 
ourfehes  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues. 
to  the  weftward  of  the  idand,  from  whence  we 
departed,  ftanding  W.  by  S.  with  a  S.  by  W.  wind. 
We  were  feveral  times  this  day  forced  to  ftay^or  tho 
•Other  veflcl  belongingjto  our  company. 

The  day  following  we  continued  likewi(e  a  Weft 
^ourfe  all  the  day  long.  Hereabouts  wc  obierved 
Tery  great  riplings  of  the  fea.  t 

Auguft  the  2oth.  We  found  flill  that  we  g^eed 
very  much  of  the  fmall  (hip,  which  did  not  a  liitl^ 
both  perplex  and  hinder  us  in  our  courfe« 

The  next  day  I  finifhed  two  quadrants  ;  each  of 
which  were  two  feet  and  a  half  radius.  Here  wc 
had  in  like 'manner,  as  hath  been  meolioned  oa 
other  days  of  our  failings,  very  many  dolphins,  an4 
other  forts  of  fi(h  fwTmming  about  our  (nip. 

On  the  morning  following  we  ffiw  again  the  llland 
of  Plate. at  N.  E,    / 

The  fame  day^  at  the  diftanoe  of  fix  leagues,  or 
thereabouts,  from  the  faid  ifland,  we  faw  another 
ifland  called  Solaogo.  This  ifle  lies  dofe  in  by  ijie 
main  land.  This  day  likewife  we  found  that  our 
lefler  (hip  was  ftii|  a  great  hindrance  ta  our.  failipg, 
as  being  forced  to  lie  by,  and  ftay  for  her' two, or 
three  hours  every  day.  We  found  likewife,  'that  the 
farther  from  (hore  we  were,  the  lefs  wind  we  bad  all 
along;  and  that  under  the  Ihore  we  were  always 
Cure  of  a  frelh  gale,  though  not  (b  favourable  as  we 
Mild  baTc  wilhedt    tfidicrto  wc  had  ofcd  tQ  ftand 
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off  forty  kagties,  aod  yet  notwithftandiog,  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  dap,  we  bad  oot  got  above  tea  leagoet 
OQ  oar  Toyage  from  the  place  of  our  departiire* 

Anguft  the  23d.  This  day,  at  S.  by  W.  and 
aboot  fix  leagues  diftaoce  firom  us,  we  defcrted  t 
long  and  even  hill ;  I  took  it  to  be  an  iflaQd,  and 
conje^red  it  might  beat  leaft  eight  leagues" diftant 
from  the  continent ;  but  afterwards  we  found  it  . 
was  a  point  of  land  adjoining  to  the  main,  and  'A 
called  Pdnt  St.  Helen,  being  continued  by  a  piect 
of  knd  which  lieth  low,  and  in  feveral  places  it 
almoft  drowned  from  the  fight,  fo  that  it  cannot  be 
feen  two  leagues  difiance.  In  this  low  land  the 
Spaniards  have  convenience  for  making  pitch,  tar^ 
(alt,  and  fome  other  things,  for  which  porpofe  they 
have  feveral  faoofes  here,  and  a  friar  who  ferveth 
them  as  thdr  chaplain.  From  Solango  to  this  place 
are  reckoned  eleven  leagues,  or  thereabouts.  The 
bnd  is  hereabouts  mdifferent  high,  and  is  likewifd 
fuB  of  bays.  We  had  this  day  very  little  wind  to 
help  us  in  our  voyage,  except  now  and  then  a  bladi 
Thefe  fometimes  would  prove  pretty  fiiir  to  us,  and 
allow  us  for  fome  little  while  a  fouth  courfe  ;  but 
our  chiefeft  courfe  was  S.  £.  by  S. 

Here  we  found  no  great  current  of*  the  iea  to 
move  any  way.  At  the  ifle  of  Plata  before  de* 
(bribed,  the  fea  ebbs^  and  flows  nigh  thirteen  feet 
perpendicular.  About  four  leagues  to  leeward  of 
this  point  St.  Helen  is  a  deep  bay,  having  a  key  at 
the  mouth  of  it,  which  takes  up  the  better  part  of 
iu  widenefs.  In  the  deepeft  part  of  the  bay  on 
(bore,  we  faw  a  great  fmoke,  which  was  at  a  village 
belonging  to  the  ba.y ;  to  which  place  the  peopb 
were  removed  from  the  point  abore-mentioncd. 
Hereabouts  it  is  all  along  a  very  bold  ihore.  At 
three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  we^  tacked 
about  to  dear  ourfelves  of  the  point.  Being  novi^ 
Na  aUttle 
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fl  little  way  withont  thie  point,  we  {pied  a  fail,  which 
we  conceived  tb  be  a  bark ;  hereupon  we  hoilled 
out  our  catioe,  and  fent  it  in  purfuit  of  her,  which 
wade  direftly  fdr  the  (hore.  But  the  fail  proved 
to  be  nothing  but  a  pair  of  bark-logs,  which  ar- 
riving on  fliore,  the  men  fpread  their  fails  on  the 
iand  of  the  bay  to  dry.  At  the  fame  time  there 
came  down  upon  the  (hore  an  Indian  on  horieback^ 
who  hallowed  to  our  canoe  which  had  followed  the 
logs.  But  our  men  fearing  to  difcover  who  we  were, 
in  cafe  they  went  too  near  the  (hore»  left  the  delign, 
and  returned  back  to  us.  In  thofe  parts  the  Indiana 
have  no  canoes,  nor  any  wood  fit  to  make  them  of. 
Had  we  been  dcfcried  by  thefe  poor  people,  they 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  very  featf ul  of 
lis :  but  they  offered  not  to  ftir,  which  gave  us  to 
underfland,  they  knew  us  not.  We  could  perceive 
from  the  (hip  a  great  puh  leading  to  the  hills.  So 
that  we  believed  this  place  to  be  a  look-out,  or 
watch  place,  for  the  fecurity  of  Guayaquil.  Be* 
tween  four  and  five  we  doubled  the  poiat,  and  then 
we  defcried  the  pdnt  Chonday,  at  the  diftance  of 
£x  leagues  S.  S.  E.  from  this  point. 

Tuefday,  Auguft  24th,  at  noon  we  took  the 
other  (hip. wherein  captain  Cos,  failed  into  a  tow, 
fhe  being  every  day  a  greater  hindrance  than  another 
to  our  voyage.  Thus  about  three  in  the  afternoon 
we  loft  fight  of  land,  in  ftanding  over  for  Cape 
Blanco :  here  we  found  a  ftrong  current  move  to 
the  S.  W.  the  wind  was  at  S.  W,  by  S.  our  courfe 
heing  S.  by  E.  At  the  upper  end  of  this  gulf, 
^hidi  is  framed  by  the  two  capes  above-mentioned, 
ftands  the  city  of  Guayaquil,  being  a  very  rich 
place,  and  the  embarcadero,  or  fea-port  to  the 
great  city  of  Quito.  To  this  place  likewife  many 
of  the  merchants  of  Lima  ufiially  fend  the  money 
ihey  defigti  for  Old  Spain  in  barks^  and  by  that 

means 
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■leans  fave  thscoftom  that  otherwife  they  (hoold 
pay  to  the  king,  by  carrying  it  on  board  the  fleet. 
Hither  comes  much  gold  from  Quito ;   and  very 

rd»  and  ilrong  broad -cloth,  together  with  images- 
the  ufe  of  churches,  and  feveral  other  things  of 
coniiderabl^  value:  bat  more  efpecially  cocoa-nut, 
whereof  chocolate  is  made,  which  is  fuppofed  heie 
to  be  the  beft  in  the  whole  univerfe.  The  town  of 
Guayaquil  conflfts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
great  h^ufes,  and  twice  as  many  lictle  ones :  this 
was  the  town  to  which  captain  Sawklns  rotended 
to  make  his  Ti^age,  as  was  mentioned  above.  When 
fliips  of  greater  burthen  come  into*  this  gulf,  they 
anchor  without  Lapfna,  and  then  put  their  lading 
into  Icfler  veflels  to  carry  it  to  town.  Towards  ihc 
evening  of  this  day  a  fmall  breeze  fprung  up, 
varying  from  point  to  point:  after  which,  abouc 
nine  o*clock  at  night  we  tacked  about,  and  ftood 
off  at  fca,  W.  by  N. 

As  foon  as  we  had  tacked,  we  happened  to  fpy  a 
fiul  N.  M.  £•  from  us :  hereupon  we  inilantly  caft 
t£[  our  veflel  which  we  had-  iii  tow,  and  Hood 
round  about  after  them :  we  came  very  near  the 
veflel  before  they  faw  us,  by  reafon  of  the  darknelk 
of  the  night :  as  foon  as  they  efpyed  us  they  im- 
■lediately  clapt  on  a  wind,  and  failed  very  weU 
before  us ;  infomuch,  that  it  was  a  pretty  while 
before  we  could  come  up  with  them,  and  withia 
call :  we  haled  them  in  Spaaidi,  by  means  of  an 
Indian  prifoner,  and  commanded  them  to  lower 
their  top-fails.  They  anfwered,  they  would  fooA 
make  us  to  lower  our  own^  Hereupon  we  fired  fever  at 
guns  at  them,  and  they  as  thick  at  us  agaii^  with 
their  harquebuflfes :  thus  they  fought  for  the  fpace 
of  half  an  hour,  or  more,  and  would  have  done  ic 
longer,  had  we  not  killed  the  man  at  the  helm ; 
nfter  whom«  none  of  the  reft  dared  to  be  fo  hard/ 
N  3  as 
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«  to  take  bis  place.  With  another  of  onr  fbot  yr€ 
ecu  io  pieces  and  difabled  their  main-top  baUards  ; 
hereupon  ihcy  cried  out  for  quarter,  vrhich  we  gave 
Ihem,  and  entered  their  (hip.  Being  pofle/T^  of 
the  veflel,  we  found  in  hef  five-and- thirty  men,  of 
which  number  twenty-four  were  natites  of  Old 
Spain :  they  had  one-and-0iirty  fire  arms  oii  board 
the  ihip  for  their  defence.  They  had  not  fought 
us,  as  they  declared  afterwards,  but  only  out  of  a 
bravado,  having  promlfed  on  Ihore  fo  to  do,  in  cafe 
they  met  us  at  fea.  The  captain  of  this  veflel  was 
a  perfon  of  quality,  and  his  brother,  fince  the 
death  of  don  Jacinto  de  Barahona,  killed  in  the 
engagement  before  Panama,  was  now  made  admiral 
of  the  fea  armada:  with  him  we  tookalfo,  in  thi^ 
bark,  five  or  fix  other  perfons  of  quality.  They  did. 
us,  in  this  fight,  though  (bort,  very  great  damage  in 
onr  rigging,  by  cutting  it  in  pieces*  .  Befides  whicbt 
they  wounded  two  of  our  men :  and  a  third  mao 
wa^  wound^  by  the  negligence  of  one  of  our  own 
men,  occaTumed  by  a  pUbl,  which  went  off  nnad- 
vifcdly.  About  ekven  o'clock  this  night  we  flood 
«ff.totbeweft. 

.  The. next  morning,  about  break  of  day,  wee 
hoifted  out  oir  canoe,  and  went  aboard  the  bark 
whkh  we  had  taken  the  night  before :  we  put  oa 
koard  o^  own  (hip  more  of  the  prifoners  taken  in 
tibe  fame  vcflel,  and  b^[an  to  examine  them,  to  get 
what  intelligence  we  could  frcnn  them.  The  cap- 
tain  of  the  veflel,  who  vras  a  very  civil  and  meek 
gesitlemaa,  fatisfied  onr  defires  m  this  point  very 
cxaftly,  fayiog,  '  Gentlemen,  I  am  now  your  pri- 
«  foner  of  war  J)y  the  ov^-ruliog  priavidence  of 

*  fortune;  and  moreover,  am  very  well  fatisfied 
'  that  no  money  whatfoever  can  procure  my  ranfom, 
<  at  leaft  for  the  prelent,  at  your  bands  :  hence  i 

*  am  perfuflded^  it  is  not  my  intereft  to  tell  yoq  a 
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*  lyc ;  tirhich  If  1  do,  I  dcfirc  you  to  punifh  mc  as 

*  feTcrdy  as  you  (hall  think  fit.  We  heard  of  your 
•*  takrng  and  defrroying  our  armadilla,  and  other 

*  fhips  of  Panama,  about  fix  weeks  after  that  ea- 

*  gagement,  by  two"  feveral  barks   which  arrived 

*  here  from  thence;  but  they  could  not  inform  us 
"^  whether  yon  defigned  to  come  any  farther  to  the 
^  fouthward ;  but  rather,  defired   wc  would  fend , 

*  them  fpecdHy  all  the  help  by  fea  that  we  could : 
'^  hereupon,  we  fent  the  noife  and  rumour  bf  your 
*♦  being  in  thefc  fw$  t6  Lima,  defirihg  they  would 

*  expedite  'what  fuccours  they  could  fend  to  joicfc 
•^  with  ours :  we  had  at  that  time  in  our  harbour 
^  two  or  three  great  (hips,  but  all  of  them  very 
!*  uflfit  to  fail ;  for  this  reafoii,  at  Lima,  the  vice- 
^  roy  of  Peru  prelTed  three  great  merchant  (hips,, 
"*  Into  the  biggeft  of  which  he  put  fourteen  brafs 
^^  l^tltis  \  into  the  fttond  leU ;  and  in  the  other  £x  r 
^uito  thefe  he  idded  two  barks,  and  put  feven 
^  l^tmdred  and  fifty  foldlefs  oh  board  thdn  all :  of 
**■  this  hutobcr  t)f  men,  they  landed  eight-fcore  at 

*  Point  St.  Hdeil  \  all  the  reft  being  Carried  down 
^  to  Panatiia,  with  defign  to  fight  you  there : 
••  bifides  thefe  forces,  two  other  men  of  war,  bigger 
^  thiQ  the  afore-mefltioned,  ^re  ftlll  lyine  at  Lima, 
^  attdlltting  out  thfere  Mfith  all  fpeed  to  follow  and. 
^  putfue  you  :  odfc  of  thefe  men  of  war  is  equipped 
-^  with  *  thirty-fix  .brafs  guAs,  and  the  other  with 
^  thii-ty.  liefe  ftips,  befides  thdr  complement  of 
"*  feamen,  have  four  hundred  foldiers  added  to  them 
"•  by  the  vicc-roy.    Another  man  of  wafrv4)elonging 

*  to  this  number,  and  lefler  than  the  afore- mentioned^ 

*  is  called*  the  Patachq  J  this  (Jiip  carries.twenty-four 
•^  guns,  and  Was  fent  to  Arica  tcTfotd^^he  king's 

*  plat^  from  thence ;  but  the  vicerojr  having  re- 
^  ceived  intdligence  of  your  exploits  at  Panama,  fent 

N  4  *  for 
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^  for  this  (hip  back  from  thence  in  fuch  hafte,  that 
^  they  came  away  and  left  the  money  behind  tbem: 
'  hence  the  Patache  now  lies  at  the  port  of  Callao, 

*  ready  to  fail  on  the  firft  occafion,  or  news  of  your 
'  arrival  thereabouts ;  they  having  for  this  purpofe 

*  fent  to  all  parts  very  flriA  orders  to  keep  a  good 

*  look-ont  on  all  fides,  and  all  pfaces  along  the 
'  coafl :  fince  this,  from  Manta  they  fent  us  word, 
'  that  they  had  feen  two  ihips  at  fea  pafs  by  tbac 
/  place :  and  from  the  Goat-Key  alfo  we  heard,  that 
'  the  Indians  had  feen  you,  and  that  they  were  af** 
'  fured,  that  one  of  your  veflels  was  the  ihip,  called 

*  La  Trinidad,  which  you  had  taken  before  Panama, 

*  as  being  a  fliip  very  well  known  in  thefe  feas,: 
'  from  hence  we  concluded  that  your  defign  was  to 
^  ply  and  make  your  voyage  thereabouts :  now  this 
'  bark  wherein  you  took  us  prifbners,  being  bound 

*  for  Panama,  the  governor  of  Guayaquil  fent  us  out 

*  before  her  departure,  if  pofFible,  to  difcover  you.; 

*  which  if  we  did,  we  were  to  run  the  bark  on  {bom 
^  and  get  away,  or  elfe  to  fight  you  with  thcfc  fol- 

*  diers  and  fire  arms  that  you  fee.  As  foon  as  we 
'  heard  of  your  being  in  thefe  feas,  we  built  two 
'  forts,  the  one  of  fix  guns,  and  the  other  of  foar, 
^  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  At  the  laft  muflor 
^  taken  in  the  town  of  Guayaquil,  we  had  there 
'  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  all  colours ;  bttC 

*  when  we  came  out,  we  left  only  two  hundred 

*  and  fifty  men  that  were  aftUally  under  arms/ 
Thus  ended  the  relation  of  that  worthy  gentleroaiw 
About  nopn  that  day  we  unrigged  the  bark  which 
we  had  taken,  and  then  funk  her»  Then  we  fiood 
S.  S.  E.  and  afterwards  S.  by  W.  and  S.  S.  W. 
That  evening  we  faw  Point  St.  Helen  at  the  north 
half  ca(t/  at  the  diftance  of  nine  leagues  or  there* 
abouts. 

The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BircANiERS,  &c.  ef  Amtrica.        igy 

The  icxtday,  being  Augoft  26th,  in  the  mora^ 
iqg  we  flood  fouth.  The  next  day  we  reckoned  up 
all  oar  pillage,  and  found  it  amounted  to  3276 
pieces  of  eight,  which  was  accordingly  divided  into 
fhares  amongfl  U9.  We  alfo  puni(hed  a  friar,  who 
was  chaplain  to  the  bark  afore  ^mentioned,  and  (hot 
him  upon  the dedc,  cafting  him  overboard  before 
he  was  dead :  fuch  cruelties,  though  I  abhorred 
very  much  in  my  heart,  yet  here  was  I  forced  to 
hold  my  tongue  and  not  contradiA  them,  as  having 
BO  authority  to  overfway  them.  About  ten  o'clock 
this  niorntng  we  faw  land  again,  and  the  pilot  faid 
we  were  fixtecn  leagues  to  leeward  of  Cabo  Blanco  : 
Hereupon  we  flood  off  and  in,  clofe  under  the  (hore,. 
which  Sppeared  to  be  all  barren  land. 

The  morning  following  we  had  very  lutle  wind  ; 
fo  that  we  advanced  but  flowly  all  that  day :  to. 
windward  of  us  we  could  perceive  the  continent  tor- 
be  all  high  land,  being  whitilh  clay,  full  of  white 
diffs*  This  morning,  in  common  difcourfe,  our 
prifooers  acknowledged  they  had  deftroyed  one 
of  our  littte  barks,  which  we  loft  in  our  way  to 
the  ifland  of  Cayboa.  They  flood  away,  as  it  ap* 
peared  by  their  infomaation,  for  the  Goat-Key; 
blinking  to  find  us  there,  as  having  heard  captain 
Sawkins  fay,  that  he  would  go  thither.  On  their 
Nvay  they  happened  ta  fall-  in  with  the  ifland  of 
Gallo,  andunderftanding  its  weaknefo  by  their  Indian- 
pilot,  they  ventured  on  Pnore,  and  took  the  place, 
carrying  away  three  white  women  in  their  company. 
But  after  a  fihall  time  of  cruifing,  they  returned 
again  to  the  afbre-mentloned  ifland,  where  they 
ffayed  the fpace  of  two  or  three  d^iys;  iften  which- 
they  went  to  fea  again,  within  three  or  four  d.iyy 
they  came  to  a  little  key  four  leagues  diflant  from* 
this  ifle.  But  while  they  had  been  out  and  in  thus 
fcvcral  timely  ens  of  their  prifooers  made  his  efcape 
N  s  tQ 
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so  the  main,  aod  brought  off  from  tfaeace  B&f  mefi 
^th  fire-»ms.  Theie  placiiq;  themfelf^  in  ambiif^ 
f:ade,  at  the  firft  volley  of  thdr  /hot  luUed  fix  of 
ihe  feven  mea  that,  belonged  to  the  bark.  The 
Other  man  that  was  left  took  qoarter  of  the 
coemy ;  and  he  it  was  that  difcovered  oar  defign  upoa 
the  town  of  Goayaquil.  By  an  obfervation  which 
yna  made  thi$  day,  we  found  ourfelves  to  be  in  the 
latitude  of  3  D.  50  S.  At  this  time  our  prifotfier^ 
told  us,  there  was  an  embargo  laid  on  all  the  SpaDi% 
ihips,  commanding  them  not  to  ilir  out  of  the  ports, 
for  fear  of  falling  into  our  hand9« 

Saturday,  Auguft  the  28  th.  This  morning  we 
took  oqt  all  the  water,  and  moft  part  of  the  flour 
that  was  in  captain  Cox's  veflel :  having  done  this, 
we  made  a  hole  in  the  veflel,  and  left  her  to  fink, 
with  a  fmall  o|d  canoe  at  her  Hem.  To  leeward 
of  Manta,  a  league  from  (hore,  in  dghteen  fathom 
water*  there  runs  a  great  current  outwards.  About 
eleven  in  the  forenoon  we  weighed  anchor,  with 
wind  at  W.  N.  W.  turning  it  out.  Our  number  was 
|iow  140  men  and  boys,  and  55  prifoners,  all  now 
an  one  and  the  fame  bottom.  This  day  we  got  fix 
or  feven  leagues  in  the  wind's  eye. 
'  All  the  day  following  we  had  a  very  Ib-ongS.SuW. 
wln4>  infomuch  that  we  were  forced  to  fail  with 
two  rifis  in  omr  main-top  fail)  and  one  alfo  in  our 
(bre-fiop-fail.  Here  captain  Peralta  told  us,  that 
the  firft  place  which  the  Spaniards  fettled  in  thde 
parts,  aft^r  Panama,  was  Tumbes,  now  to  leewai4 
of  us ;  ths^  there  a  prieft  went  afhore  with  a 
crofs  in  his  hand,  while  ten  thoufand  Indians  gaze4 
at  hhn ;  being  landed,  there  came  two  lions  out  of 
the  w6ods,  and  after  thenpT  two  tygers,  on  the  backs 
of  whom  the  prieft  havic^  gently  laid  the  crofs» 
they  fell  down  ^mi  wor(hip|Md  it ;  which  gave  [^i^  % 
teftUnony  to  |he  t^q^thof  the  cbriA'uui  religion,  that  the 

Indians 
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jcvcoiag  we  came  abreaft  the  cape  (Gape-BlafHx>) 
vbich  is  the  higbeft  part  of  all.  The  land  tbciv- 
aboots  appearttb  to  be  barren  and  rocky. 

Were  it  not  for  a  windward  corrcnt  which  mns 
under  the  (hore  hereabouts,  it  were  totally  inapoiiible 
for  «ky  fliipf  to  get  about  this  cape,  there  bcio|^  fuch 
a  gr^t  cvurrent  to  the  leeward  in  the  offings  In  the 
hn  bark  which  we  took,  of  which  we  fj^e  in  this, 
chapter,  we  Aiade  priioner  one  Nicholas  Moreno,  a^ 

.Spaniard  by  birth,  and  who  was  efteemed  to  be  a4 
Tery  good  pilot  of  the  Sooth-Sea.    He  was  con-' 

•tinnally  praifing  the  failing  of  our  (hip,  which  ho- 
fiMd  was  cfpecially  occafiooed  by  the  alterations  we 
made  in  her.    As  we  went  aiongi  we  obfenred' 
Bfiftay  l»ays  between  this  cape  and  point  Parioa,  of« 
which  we  ftiall  muke  mention  hereafter. 

In  the.  night  the  wind  came  aboot  to  S)  3%  E.  and^ 

'we  had  a  very  fiiff'gale;  fo  that  by  break,  of  day 

/we  found  ourfelves^  about  five  leagues^  tO/ wind wardi 
of  the  cape  afove^mentlonod. 

The  next  day  likewiC^  being  Ae  laft  of  AUgniH 
the  wind  fttil^condnued  S.  S.  £.  as  it  had  dooe  the 

,  whole  dt)y  be^e..    This-  day  we  thought  It  ooor- 

."vcnieot  t^ftand  farther  6ut  to  fea,  for  fear-of  beingr 
4eficrted  a|  Baita>  which  now  was  not  v«ry  far  dii^ 
fpntfroca  u^    The  morning  proved  hazy.     Butr 

«about  elev<p  we  fpicd  a  {ail^  which  ftood  then  jnft? 

.as  we  did^  £•  by  S«    Coming  nearer-  by  degrees,. 

.we  fen^.her  to43)i  notUn^but  a  puur  of  bark-logs^. 

< under  fail..  Oer  pilot  advifedusj  nor  to  meddle 
with)  or  take  any  notice  of  them^  for  it  was  vcty 
dtmhilhi  ^iMther  we*  ittomld^  be  able  to^come  up 
with ilkefn?  OF  net}  and:  thcn^  by^giving  chace  to> 

.tbcin,.we  ftoqld  ufi\f:  be  defori^  and. known  to-. 

be  En^iih  f¥^ta$,  nt^h^  called  ns;    Hheie  baili- 

logs  lEail  e:i&ccllenily.  wdl  for  the  moft  narvaad  ibme- 

N.  6»  of:' 
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of  them  are  fo  big  as  to  carry  two  hundred  aod  fifrf 
pecks  of  meal  from  the  vallies  to  Panama,  without 
Kretting  aay  of  it.  This  day,  by  an  obfervatioa 
made,  we  found  ourfelves  in  4  degrees  55  minutes 
latitude  fouth  :  we  £iw  point  F^na  at  N.  E.  by  E« 
and  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues,  ^or  thereabonrs. 

.  At  the  fame  time  La  Silla  de  Paita  bore  from  us 
S.  E.  by  £.  being  diftant  only  kvea  or  eight 
leagues* 

The  town  of  Paita  is  fituated  in  a  deep  bay  about 
two  leagues  to  the  leeward  of  this  hilh  It  fervet 
for  an  embarcadero»  or  port  town,  to  another  great 
place  which  is  diftant  from  thence  about  thirteen 
leagues  higher  in  the  country^  and  is  called  Piura, 
feated  in  a  very  barren  country. 

On  Wednefday  the  firft  of  September  our  courfe 
was  S.  by  W.  The  midnight  before  there  fprung 
up  a  land  wind* 

That  night  as  we  failed  we  faw  fixnetbing  that 
iippeared  to  us  like  a  light ;  and  the  next  morning 
we  fpied  a  fail,  from  whence  we  judged  the  light 
had  come.  The  veflel  was  fix  leagues  from  us  in 
the  wind's  eye,  and  thereupon  we  gate  her  chace. 
She  ftood  to  windward  as  we  did.  This  day  wt 
bad  an  obfervation,  which  gave  us  latitude  5  de- 
grees  30  feconds.  At  night  we  were  about  four 
leagues  to  leeward  of  her,  but  fo  great  a  mift  fell, 
that  we  fuddenly  loft  fight  of  her*  At  this  time  the 
weather  was  as?  cold  with  us  as  in  England  in  No* 
▼ember.  Every  time  we  went  ab«ut  with  our  (hip » 
the  other  did  the  like.  Our  pilot  told  us,  that  this 
Aip  fet  forth  from,  Guayaquil  eleven  days  before 
they  were  taken  ;  and  that  ^e  was  .laden  with 
rigging,  woollen,  and  cotton  clbth,  and  other  ma- 
auniAures  made  at  Quito.  Aforeover,  that  he  heard 
that  they  had  fpent  a  oaaftj  and  bad  put  into  Pata 
to  refit  it. 

Tbi 
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The  night  foll^wmg  they  (hewed  us  feveral  lights 
through  thdf  Begl^ence^  which  they  ought  not  to 
hare  done,  for  by  tha^  means  we  Aeered  direAJy 
tft^  them :  the  next  morning  (he  was  above  three 
leagues  in  the  wind's  eye  from  us.  Had  they  fuf- 
peAed  us,  it  could  not  be  doubted,  but  they 
would  have  made  towards  the  land ;  but  they  Teemed 
not  to  fly  oor  ftir  for  our  chace.  The  land  here  all 
along  is  ievel,  and  not  very  high.  The  weather  was 
hazy,  fo  that  about  eleven  that  morning  we  loft  fight 
of  her.  At  this  time  we  had  been  a  whole  week,  at 
an  allowance  of  only  two  draughts  of  water  a  day,  fi> 
fcarce  were  provifions  with  us.  That  afternoon  we 
faw  the  veflet  again,  and  at  night  we  were  not  full 
two  leagues  from  her,  and  not  above  half  a  league 
to  the  leeward.  We  made  (hort  trips  all  that 
Dight. 

On  Saturday,  September  the  fourth,  about  break 
of  day,  we  faw  the  (hip  again  at  the  diftance  of  a 
league,  or  thereabouts,  and  not  above  a  mile  to  wind* 
ward  of  us.  They  ftood  ont  at  foon  as  they  efpied 
us,  and  we  ftood  direftly  after  them.  Having  pur* 
fued  them  for  feveral  hours,  about  four  in  the  after* 
noon  we  came  up  within  half-(hot  of  our  (hiatt 
arms  to  windward  of  them.  Hereupon  they  per- 
cdving  who  we  were,  prefently  lowered  all  their  fails 
bt  once,  and  we  caft  dice  among  ourfelves  for  the 
firft  entrance.  The  lot  fell  to  larboard ;  fo  that  twenty 
men  belonging  to  that  watch  entered  her.  In  the 
rdfd  were  found  fifty  jpacks  of  cocoa-nut,  fuch  a& 
chocolate  is  'made  of,  many  packs  of  raw-filk, 
Indian  doth,  and  thread-ftockiags ;  thefe  things 
brag  the  principal  part  of  her  cargo.  We  ftood 
out  S.W.  by  S.  all  the  night  following. 

Next  day  we  put  on  board  our  (hip  the  chief  part 
of  her  lading.  ^  In  herhdd  we  found  fome  rigging, 
as  Nichdas  Moreno,  our  pUotj  taken  in  the  K?mer 
5  veflcl 
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Teflel  of  Guayaquil^  told  ns;  but  the  .greateft  part 
of  it  was  full  of  timber.  We  took- out  of  her  alfo 
fome  ofcnbriggSy  of  which  we  mode  top-gallant  fails, 
as  (hall  be  faid  hereafter.  It  was  oow  nioeteeD  days,. 
as  they  told  us>  fince  they  bad  fet  (ail  frofiQ  Guaya* 
^uil ;  and  then  they  bod  only  heard  there  of  pur  ex- 
ploits  before  Panama*  but  did  not  fo  nuch  as  thiidc 
.of  our  coming  fo  far  to  the  Southward,  which  did 
,aot  give  them  the  lead  fufpicioii  of  us,  though  they 
.  had  (een  us  for  the  fpace  oif  two  or  three  days  before 
:at  fea^  and  always  Aeering  after  them;  otherwife 
they  -had  made  for  the  land,  and  endeavoured  to 
efcape  our  hands. 

'Next  momiog  likcwUe  we  continued  to  take  in  the^ 
remaining  part  of  what  goods  we  defired  o«it  of  4iur 
prize«  .  When  we  had  dope,  we  fent  moft  of  our. 
prifoners  on   board  the  faid  vefTel,  .and  left  only^ 
their  fore-maA  ftaodiDg,  aU  the  red  being  cut  down^ 
.by  the  board.  We  gave  them  a  fore-iail  to  &U  withaU 
aU  their  own  water,  and  iome  of  our  0oar  to  ferve: 
them  for  provifion  $  asd  thus  we  turned  them  awaj, 
as  not  caring  to  be  troubled  or  encumbered  with:  their 
^pmp^y.   Klotwithftandifig  we  detail  AiU^favcrK^ 
of  the  chief  of  our  prifoners.  Such  were  don  Thomna^ 
^e  Argand<Ma,  who  was  commander  o&  the  veHU 
tafepqt  befoKQ  Guaya^oil;  don  CbriAov^y  anddoo- 
£alt»aar»  botb  gentLemen  of  qtiaKty  lakto  wkb  hioH 
captain  Feralta,  eaftatn  Juan  Moreno  the  pilot,  and- 
twelve  (laveij  of  whom  we  laiended  to  malbs  good 
ufe, .  to  ,do  tlie  driigrry  of  our  (hip^    At  d»s  dme 
\  reckcaed  we  were  abo«t  the  dijlauce  of  iiU^-livfr 
leagues^  oe.  thfcffeaboutu,  from  laiftd.    By  aaobiim- 
.vatjpn;.made.ihk  daf ,  we  fovMtd  latitude  7.  degrees 
I  fecond.    Qur  plunder  bdog  over,^  and  our  prix^ 
turacd  iiwaiy^  wet  fold  b^lfc  ehca%   box^?    and 
ibvoral  othtt  things  ai  tk*  maft  by  tht  vekn  of  a 
«ryf& 

The 
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Th^  day  following  we  ftood  S.  S.  W.  and  S. 
W.  by  S.  all  (lay  long.  This  day  one  of  our 
eompany  died,  named  Robert  Montgomery,  being 
ihe  fame  man  that  wu  (hot  by  the  ni^ligente  of  o&e 
or  two  of  our  men  with  a  piOd  through  the  leg,  at 
the  taking  of  the  veflel  before  Guayaquil,  as  was 
mendonad  aboTe.  We*  had  an  obiervation  alfo  this 
day,  by  which  we  now  found  latitude  7  d^^rees  26 
Icconds.  On  the  fame  day  likeixdfe  we  made  a  divi- 
dend, and  fluU'ed  all  the  booty  taken  in  the  laft  prize^ 
This  being  doae,  we  hoifted  into  our  (hip  the  launch' 
which  we  had  taken  in  her,  as  being  ufeful  to  us. 
For  feverel  days  paft,  it  was  obferred  that  we  had 
tutTj  jnoming  a  dark  cloud  in  the  fky ;  which  in  the 
Nordh-fea  would  certainly  fbretel  ftorm,  but  here  it 
•Iways  blew  over. 

.  Wednefijay,-  September  the  eighth,  in  the  morn* 
ing,  we  threw  our  dead  man  above-mentioned  into  the . 
fisa,  and  gave  him  three  French  vdiies  for  his  funeral 
ceremony. . .  The  night  Ipefore  we  faw  a  light  belongs 
ing  to  fame  veflel  at  fea.  But  we  ftood  away  from 
it,  as  not  defiring  to  fee  any  more  fails  to  hinder  ua 
in  our  jroyage  towards  Arica,  ^hithei*  now  we  were 
defigncd.  This  light  waa  undoubtedly  from  ibme 
Ihip  to  leeward  of  us;'  Init  nd&t  ttoming  we 
faw  it  not.  Here.  I  judged  we  had  oiade  a  S.  W,  bj 
^.  Way  from  Paita^aod^aa  obforvatioa  fwad  % 
•degrees  9* 
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jl€ontinuat:onof their  l(mgandte£(ms  voyagetoArica^ 
iDttha  de/cription  cf  the  failings  thereunto.  Great 
hardjbipfor  want  of  water  and  other  provifion^ 
They  are  defer ud  at  Arica^  and  dared  not  land^ 
the  country  being  all  in  arms  before  them*  .  They 
retire  from  thence^  and  go  to  Puerto  de  Hih,  ckfh 
by  Arica.  Here  they  landy  take  the  town  with 
little  or  no  lofs  on  their  fide :  refrefb  themfelves 
with  provifions ;  but  in  the  end  are  cheated  by 
the  Spaniards,  andforcedfhamefully  torctreatfrom 
thence. 

oEptember  the  ninth,  we  continued  ftill  to  make  a 
^  S.  W.  by  S,  way  a»wc  bad  done  ibe  day  before. 
By  a  clear  and  exa^  obferratioB  taken  the  fame  day 
we  found  now  latitude  8  degrees  12  feconds.  All 
the  twenty-four  hours  laft  paft  afforded  us  but  littlo 
on  our  voyage,  and  we  were  forced  x%  tack  about  four 
or  five  hours. 

Next  day,  by  another  obfervatign  taken,  we  found 
then  latitude  f  degrees.  Now  the  weather  was  much 
warmer  than  before ;  and  with  this  warmth  we  had 
fmall  and  mifty  rains  that  frequently  fell.  That 
evening  a  ftrong  breexe  came  up  at  South-eaft  by 
Eaft. 

The  night  folk>wing  likewife  there  fdl  a  very  great 
dew,  and  a  fre(h  wind  continued  to  blow.  At  this 
time  we  were  all  hard  at  work  to  make  fmall  fails 
of  the  ozenbrigs  we  had  taken  in  the  laft  prize,  as 
being  much  more  convenient  for  its  lightneis.  The 
next  morning,  being  Saturday  September  the  efevcnth, 
we  lay  by  to  mend  our  rigging.  Thefe  laft  twenty- 
four  hours  we  had  made  a  South- weft  by  Weft  way. 
And  now  we  had  afi  obfervatioa  that  gave  us  latitude 
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10  degrees  9  feconds.  I  fappofed  this,  day  vrt  were 
Weft  from  Co&ney  afaoot  the  diftadce  di  eigbty-Dioe 
leagues  and  a  half. 

September  the  twelfth.  This  day  we  reckoned 
a  S.  S.  W.  way^  and  that  we  liad  made  thlrty-foar 
kagoesaad  three  quarters  or  diereabouts ;  alio  that 
all  our  weiKog  from  Paha  was  eighty-four  leagues* 
We  fuppofed  cmrfelves  now  to  be  la  latitude  11 
degrees  40  fecouds ;  but  the  weather  being  hazy, 
no  oUenration  could  be  made. 
-  September  the  thirteenth.  Yeftcrday  in  the  after- 
noon we  had  a  great  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  which  lafted 
from  doc  (^  the  dodc  till  three  after  dinner.  From^ 
this  eclipfe  I  then  took  the  true  judgment  of  our 
longitude  from  the  Canary  Idands,  and  found  myfelf 
to  be  285  d^ees  35  in  latitude  1 1  degrees  45  fe- 
conds. The  wind  was  now  fo  frAh,  that  we  took 
in. our  top-failS|  making  a  great  way  under  our  codrfes 
and  fprit^M. 

S^tember  the  fourteenth.  We  had  a  doudf 
oomtog,  which  contmBed  foall  thefirftpart  thereof, 
aboutd^titdearedup^and  then  we  M  our  fore- top« 
fail;  aiKl,  about  noon,  our  vain^ttop-fail  likewile^ 
This  wasobienrable>  that  all  this  great  wind  precedent 
did  not  make  any  thing  of  a  great  fear.  We  reckoned 
this  day  that  we  had  run  by  a  S.  W.  by  W.  way  twenty- 
fix  leagues,  and  two  thirds. 

The  next  day  we  had  dofe  weather,  as  we  had 
the  morning  before.  Our  reckoning  was  twenty-four 
testes  and  two  thirds,  by  a  S.  W.by  W.  way.  But 
by  obferradon  made,  I  found  myfelf  to  be  23  degrees 
Soudi  of  my  reckoning,  as  being  in  the  latitude  of 
1 5  degrees  1 7  feconds. 

On  the  fixteenth  we  had  but  fmall  and  variable 
winds  i  for  the  twenty-fotir  hours  laft  paft,  we  reckon- 
ed twenty-four  leagues  and  two  thirds,  by  a  8.  W.  by 
S.  way.     By  obfervation  we  had  latitude  16  degrees 
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41  fecoDda.  That  evcmnif  We  had  a  gale  tt  £•  S.  Sr 
which  forced  .as  to  haad  our  top-  fitils. 

The  ieventeenth  like^ifewe  had  inaitj  gofts  of 
wiad  -at  fexreral  times,  fordog  us  to  hand  our  top* 
iails  often.  But  in  the  foronoo  we  fet  th«m  viA  » 
freih  gale  at  £•  S.  £4  Mj  reckoaiBg  this  day  wat 
thirty-one  leagues  by  a  S.  S.  W.  wa^.  AU  day  long 
we  flood  by  our  ^op-fails. 

.  The  eightecDth.  We  made  a  8.  by  W.  way.  Wc 
reckoned  ourfelTes  to  bt  ki  tokute  19  degree*  3a 
feconds  S.  The  weather  Dkrasbaay^  and  the  wiad  be^ 
gan  to  ceafe  by  degrees. 

.  The  oeKt  day  l^if^  the  nineteemh,  we  hid avetj 
imall  wind.  I  reckoned  tbirtetn  leagues  i^d  a  balr» 
>y  a-S.  W.  by  S.  way:  and  our  wljfole  weftiogfinom 
Paitatobe  id4kiaguetin)atitttde2od¥gftes6faDtlK 
All  the  aftemoon  w«  bad  a  ddai  wkk  drialii^ 
raio, 

Monday,  September  the  twentieth..  Laftiu^it 
ip^'iaw  tbe  Mag^an  dovds  fo'  fiHMut  aiaong  ma* 
liners  in  the  Sond^faif.  Tl»kaft  bf  tke^cioiids 
waa  about  ihe  Wgao^  xf  a  inaA>  bat.  After  du» 
iight  the  morning  .5II9S,  T>ery  dear.  Wefaad  ma^ 
at  noonat  £..  S.  £.  thirteen  leagues  and  a  half :  and 
by  an  ot>(enration  then  made,  we  £>cttul  ktatiKh 
20  degrees  15  feooiuls  South.  This  day  the  wind 
began  to  freflien  at  W.  by  JS.  yet  we  had  a  very 
iooooth  fea* 

Next  morning  the  wind  came  about  to  8«  W.  yet 
flackened  by  d^rees.  At  four  this  morning  itcune 
to  S.  by  £•  and  at  ten  the  fame  day  to  S.  £.  by  S. 
^e  had  thus  day  a  cleaJrobfiervadony  and  by  it  latitsde 
20  degrees  25  feconds.  We  flood  now  E.  by  N, 
iykbthewindatS.E. 

.  September  the  twenty-fecond.  This  morning  the 
Wttd  was  at  £•  S.  E.  By  a  ckar  obfervaiion  wa 
£Mind  lackudc  19  d^rees  30  S.    Likcwife  on  a 
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]tf*  E.  by  £•  waj^ — and  two  leagaes  and  twa 
thirds. 

.  September  the  twenty-third.  Wchada/refhvrind 
pnd  a  high  (ea.  This  momiog  early,  the  wind  wat 
at  £.  and  about  ten  at  E.  N.  £.  From  a  clear  obfer* 
vation  we  found  our  latitude  20  d^ees  25  feconds. 
Tbe  way  we  made  was  S.  by  W.  That  morning  we 
happened  to  fpllt  our  fprit-iail. 

JMext  morojog  the  wind  was  variable  and  incon* 
Aaat,  and  the  weather  but  hazy.  We  reckoned  4 
S.  by  £.  way.  This  day  we  bent  a  new  maia-topt 
fail^  the  old  one  fenrrag  for  a  fore*top-fail«  In  the 
afternoon  we  had  but  little  wind,  whereupon  we 
lowered  one  main-top-rails,  being  a  very  Ijaaooth 
fea. 

The  foUowIog  day  beins  likewife  eahn  and  warm, 
we  fee  up  our  (hroudt  both  fore  and  aft.  Aa 
obiervatioa  taken  this  'day  afforded  ut  latitudt 
SI  degrees  5;$.  That  evening  we  bent  a  fprit* 
iail. 

Septemb^  the  tweotjMiJUh.  An  obfiarvstioo  gave 
us  la^tode  a.a  degrees  57  S.  At  nooo  we  bad  a 
breeze  at  N.  N.  £•  our  oourfe  being  E.  S.E.  Inlbf 
afternoon  we  iet  up  a  larboard  top-fail  ftuddca-f«iJ» 
in  the  evening  the  wind  came  about  at  north  pretty 
frdh. 

N^t  day  we  had  a  fmooth  fea^  and  took  In  four 
fiudden^ails.  For  the  day  before,  in  the  aftemoou, 
ytt  had  put  out,  belides  that  abovemeationed,  an* 
other  ftudden-(ail,  and  two  main  ftudden-falls  more. 
This  day  we  had  by  ob&rvatioa  22  degrees  45  fecoads, 
baving  made  by  an  E.  S.  E.  way»  thirty-five  lea^^ues 
and  a  half.  Onr  whole  meridian  dii&rence  was  iixty* 
eight  leagues  and  a  half. 

September  the  twenty-eighth.  All  the  forenoon  we 
bad  very  little  wind,  and  yet  withal  a  great  ibuth* 
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trn  fea.    By  obfcrvation  we  had  latitude  22  dqgreei 
40  fecoad$. 

September  the  twenty-ninth.  AH  the  night  paft  we 
bad  much  wind,  with  three  or  four  fmart  fhowers 
of  rain.  Hits  was  the  firft  that  we  conld  call  rain, 
ever  fince  we  left  Cape  Francifco*  above-mentioned. 
This  day  our  allowance  was  ihortenedy  and  reduced 
to  three  pints  and  a  half  of  water  for  a  day,  and  one 
cake  of  boiled  bread  to  each  man  for  a  day.  An 
obfervation  this  day  gave  us  latitude  21  degrees^  59 
S.  by  aN.  £•  by  E.  way, 

September  the  thhtieth.  We  had  a  cloudy  day, 
and  the  wind  very  variable,  the  morning  being  fre/h:, 
Oor  way  was  N,  E.  half  N.  wherein  we  made  eight- 
teen  leagues, 

Oftobcr  the  firft.  All  the  night  paft,  and  this 
day  we  had  arcl6udy/ky,  and  not  much  wind.  We 
made  a  N.  £•  by  E.  way,  and  by  it  fcventccn  leagac« 
and  two  miles.  This  day  we  be^n  at  two  pints  and 
a  half  of  water  for  a  day. 

The  fecond,  we  made  an  E.  N.  E.  way,  and  by 
it  twenty-fix  Icagties  or  thereabouts.  Our  obfervatioa 
Ibis  day  gave  us  latitude  20  degrees  29  feconds.  I 
reckoned  now  that  we  were  ten  leagues  and  a  half  to 
caft  of  our  meridian,  the  port  of  Paita;  fo  that  hence- 
forward  our  departure  was  eaftward.  'The  wind  was 
ihisdayatS.E.byS, 

The  third,  we  had  both  t  cloudy  morning,  a  high 
ita,  and  drizling  weather.  An  obfervation  whidi  we 
bad  this  day,  gave  us  latitude  19  degrees  45  (ec«nds.  ' 
In  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  fo  frefli,  that 
we  were  forced  to  hand  our  top-fails  and  fprit- 
fail. 

The  fourth  likewifewe  had  a  high  fea,  and  cold  ' 
wind.    At ■  break  of  day  we  fet  our  top-fails:  an 
obfervatioa  made  aftbrded  us  latitude  19  degrees 
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45  feconds.    Here  we  fappofed  ourfclres  fifty-oiQc 
leagues  D.  M. 

The  fifth  we  bad  ftill  a  great  Tea,  and  (harp  and 
cold  windy  forcing  us  to  our  low  Tails.  By  a  N.  £• 
by  £.  way,  we  reckoned  this  day  twenty-fix  leagues 
and  a  half. 

But  on  the  fixth  we  had  great  gufts  of  wind,  in* 
fomucb  that  this  morning  •ur  riog-boits  gave  way 
which  held  our  main  ftay,  and  had  like  to  have  brought 
our  main-mafl  by  the  board.  Hereupon  we  ran 
tTiree  or  four  glafles  weft  before  the  wind.  By 
an  obfcrvation  we  found  latitude  19  degrees  4 
feconds. 

The  (eventb  of  OSober  the  wind  was  fomethiog 
fallen.  TVe  bad  both  a  cloudy  day  and  variable 
winds. 

The  eighth  of  the  faid  month  we  had  again  a 
finooth  fea»  and  fmall  whiffling  winds.  This  morning 
wefaw  aliuge  (hoaloffi(hf  two  or  three  water  fnakes, 
and  feveral  feals. 

Next  day  we  had  likewife  a  rery  fmooth  fea,  and 
I  cloudy  day.  Our  courfe  was  eaft. 

Oflober  the  tenth  we  had  alfoa  cloudy  day,  with 
{mail  and  variable  winds,  and,  as  a  confequent  thereof, 
a  fmoth  fea.  Our  way  was  S.  by  E.  This  day  we 
fpied  floating  upon  the  fea  feveral  tufts  of  fea-grafs, 
which  gave  us  good  hopes  that  we  were  not  far  from 
fhorc.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  S.  E.  by  E. 
wind  that  fprang  up  :  the  night  was  very  cold  and 
<:loudy. 

Tbs  eleventh  we  had  a  fre(h  wind  at  S.  E.  and 
E.  S.  E.  together  with  a  cloudy  day ;  fuch  as  we  had 
experimented  for  feveral  days  before :  we  reckoned 
this  day  thirty-two  leagues  by  a  N.  E.  by  E.  way. 
Our  pilot  told  us,  the  (ley  is  always  hazy  near  the 
iiore  on  thefe  coafts, 

Oftober 
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Oftobcr  the  twelfth.  We  Had  a  dear  day,  aod  tt 
North-eaft  way. 

The  thirteenth.  We  had  but  little  wind :  this  day 
we  faw  a  whale,  which  we  took  for  an  infallible 
token  that  we  were  not  far  diftant  from  land,  which 
now  wc  hoped  to  fee  in  a  few  days.  We  made  an  £.  S« 
£.  way,  and  by  it  we  reckoned  nineteen  leagues,  all 
the  evening  was  very  calm. 

Thurfday,  Oftobcr  the  fourteenth.  We  had  both  ' 
a  calm  and  dofe  day  till  afternoon,  then  the  weather 
became  very  hot  and  clear.  This  day  we  faw  feveral 
hind'fowls,  being  but  a  fmall  bird;  concerning 
which  our  pilot  faid,  that  they  ufe  to  appear  about 
one  or  two  days  fail  from  the  land.  Our  reckoning 
was  eleven  leagues  by  an  E.  S.  £.  way.  In  the  even* 
ing  we  thought  we  had  feenland|  but  it  proved  to  hi 
fiothing  but  afo^y  bank. 

October  the  fifteenth.  Both  the  night  paft,  an^ 
this  day,  was  very  clear:  we  made  an  ob^ 
(ervation  this  day,  which  gave  us  latitude  i8  degrees 
South; 

The  fixtcenth.  Laft  night  and  this  day  were  con* 
trary  to  the  former,  both  cloudy.  Our  waj 
was  N.  £.  by  £.  whereof  we  reckoned  thirteen; 
leagues. 

Sunday,  Oftober  the  feventecnth.  The  wind  bleW 
Tcry  freft,  our  courfe  being  E.  N.  E.  About  five 
that  morning  we  faw  land ;  but  the  weather  was  fo 
hazy,  that  at  firft  we  could  fcarce  perceive  whether  . 
it  was  land  or  not. ,  It  was  diftant  from  us  about 
eight  leagues,  and  appeared  as  a  high  and  round 
bill,  being  in  form  like  a  fugar-loaf.  We  faM^ 
land  afterwards  all  abng  to  the  S.  E.  by  E.  from  itt^ 
in  the  evening,  we  being  ihen  within  five  leagnes 
of  the  ihore,  the  land  appeared  very  high  an(i 
ftacp. 

Oftobcr 
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Odober  the  etghtecath.  Ail  tEe  night  laft  paft  we 
ftood  off  to  fea  with  a  htfk  witKi.  This  morning 
^V6  could  juft  fee  land  at  N.  N.  £.  We  reckoned  a 
S.  E.  by  E.  way ;  and  by  obfervatiou  we  found  lati^ 
tudc.17  d^ecs  17  S. 

Tuefday,  Odobef  the  nineteenth.  We  had  verjr 
ckMidy  weather,  finding  what  our  pilot  had  told  us 
to  be  very  true,  concerning  the  hazinefs  of  this  Ihore. 
We  iaw  all  along  as  we  went  rery  high  land,  covered 
with  doodt,  infomnch  that  we  could  not  fee  its 
top. 

Wednefdayp  OAober  the  twentieth.  We  had 
Bkewife  cloudy  weather,  and  for  the  moft  part  calm^ 
w  hich  continued  fo  the  day  next. 

Friday,  Oftober  twenty- fecond.  This  morning  we 
faw  land  before  us.  Our  pilot  being  afked  what 
land  that  was,  anfwered.  It  was  the  point  of 
Hilo. 

There  is  every  ihoming  and  evening  a  brightnefs 
ever  the  point  which  lads  for  two  or  three  hours, 
bdng  caufed  by  the  reflefUon  of  the  fun  on  the  barreik 
land,  as  is  fuppofed.  This  day  we  had  bur  Htt& 
vri[)d,  and  the  great  want  of  water,  we  were  now 
under,  occafioned  much  difturbance  among  our  men. 
As  for  my  part,  I  mult  acknowledge,  I  could  not 
deep  all  night  long  through  the  greatneft  of  mf 
drou^t.  We  could  willingly  have  landed  here  to  feek 
for  water ;  but  the  fear  of  being  difcoveredi  and 
making  onrfelves  known,  hindered  us  from  fo  doings* 
Thus  WQ unammouflyrefdved to  endure (Hir thirft  a 
little  longer*  Hereabouts  is  a  fmall  current  that 
runs  under  the  ihore.  This  momingwe had  but  little 
wind  at  footh,  onr  courfebeisg  £.  S«  B. 

Our  wind  continued  to  blow  not  above  fix  hours 
each  day.  We  reckoned  the  (fiffirence  of  our  meridiafi 
10  be  liiis  day  one  hiifidied  aad  eighty  leagues.  We 
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were  now  hard  put  to  it  for  want  of  water,  havioK 
but  half  aj)int  a  day  to  our  allowance. 

Oftober  the  twenty-  third .  This  day  we  were  forced 
lo  fparc  one  meafure  of  water,  thereby  to  make 
it  hold  out  the  longer;  fo  fcarce  it  became  with 
«s. 

About  nine  a  dock  at  night  we  had  aland  wind^ 
and  with  it  we  flood  S.  £.  by  S.  But  all  the  night 
after  we  had  but  little  wind. 

bftober  the  twenty-fourth.  All  the  night  pall 
we  had  very  cloudy  and  dark  weather,  with 
cuzling  raiiL  The  morning  being  come,  cleared 
up;  but  all  the  land  appeared  covered  with 
clouds. 

.  This  day  we  tefolved  i  la  men  ftiould  go  aftiore. 
And  about  eight. this  evening  we  lent  our  launch  and 
four  canoes,  with  89  mct^,  to  take  three  or  four  fifli- 
crmen  at  a  certain  river  clofe  by  Mora  ^  Soma, 
called  el  Rio  de  Juan  Diaz,  with  intent  to  gain  what 
intelligence  we  could  how  affairs  ftood  at  prefent  on 
thecoaft  and  country  thereabouts. 

Monday,  OAober  the  twenty-fifth.  Lafl  night 
t)eiagabout  thediftanceof  one  l&igue  and  a  half  from 
the  (horc,  we  founded,  and  found  forty-five  fathom 
water,  with  hard  ground  at  the  bottom.  This 
morning  our  people  and  canoes  that  were  fent  to 
take  the  fifhermen  returned,  not  being  able  to  find 
cither  their  houfes,  or  the  river :  they  reported 
withall,  they  had  had  a  very  fre(h  wind  all  the  night 
long  under  ihore,  whereas  we  bad  not  one  breath 
dFwiad  all  uight  on  board. 
.  Tuefday,  Oftobcr  the  twenty-fixth.  The  even- 
hig  .before,  about  fix  o*  dock,  we  left  the  (hip  to  go 
to  take  Arica,  refcJving  to  land  about  the  diftance 
of  a  league  to  windward  of  the  town.  We  were 
about  fix^  leagues  from  the  town  wheo  we  left  the 
jgsipf  whereby  we  yrtrjP  forced  to  row  all  night,  that 
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ti«  might  reach  before  day  the  place  of  oar  landing* 
Towards  morning  the  canoes  Idft  the  lannchy  which 
they  had  all  night  in  a  tow,  and  whemn  I  was ;  and 
made  all  the  fpeed  they  pofSbly  could  for  the  (hore» 
with  defign  to  land  before  the  launch  could  arrive.  But 
being  come  near  the  place  we  defigned  to  land  ar, 
we  foundf.to  our  great  dilappointment,  we  were 
difcorered,  and  that,  all  aloi^  the  (bore,  and  through 
the  country,  they  had  certain  news  (rf* our  arrival.  Not- 
tvithftanding  we  would  have  landed,  if  we  could  by 
any  means  have  found  a  place  to  doit  in ;  but  the  fea 
ran  fo  high,  and  with  (bch  a  force  againff  the  rocks, 
that  eur  bc^ts  muft  needs  have  been  leaved  in  a  thou- 
iand  pii^ec,  and  we  in  great  danger  of  wetting  our  arms, 
tf  we  imuld  venture  n(hore»   The  bay  all  round  wat 
poflefled  by  fcveral  parties  of  horfe,  and  like  wife  the 
the  tops  of  the  hiUs;  which  feemed  to  be  gathered 
tbere>  ^r  a  general  alarm  through  the  whole  coun- 
try, anc^  that  they  waited  only  for  our  landing,  with 
a  de/jgn  to  make  a  ftrong  oppofition  agaioft  us. 
They  fired  a  gun  at  us,  iMit  wemadethemnoanfwer, 
returning  to  our  ihip,  till  a  fairer  opportunity.  The 
hill  of  Arica  is  very  white,  occafioned  by  the  dung 
of  the  abundance  o!^  fowls  that  build  their  nefts  in 
the  hollow  thercbf.     To  leeward  of  the  faid  hill 
lies  a  fmall  ifland  at  about  a  mile  from  the  (bore : 
about  half  a  league  from  that  ifland,  we  could  per- 
ceive fix  (hips  at  anchor ;  four  of  which  had  their 
yards  taken  down  from  their  mads,  but  the  other 
two  feemed  ready  to  fail.     We  aflced  our  pilot  con- 
cerning thefe  fhips,  and  he  told  us,  that  one  of  them 
was  mounted  with  fixgtms,  and  the  other  with  only 
four.  Being  difappointed  of  ourexpe£VationsatArica9 
we  now  refolved  to  bear  away  from  thence  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Hilo,  there  to  take  in  water  and  other  pro- 
vUions;    as   alfo    to  learn  what    intelligence  we 
Vol.  I.  O  could 
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could  obtaUu    All  that  night  we  lay  under    a 
calm. 

Oftobcr  twenty-fcvcn.  In  the  morntogwe  fonnd 
ourfclve?  about  a  laguc  to  windward  ot  Mora  da 
Saina,  notwithflanding  the  weather  was  qnice  calm, 
and  we  only  drove  with  the  current  at  leeward.  The 
land  between  Hilo  and  Mora  da  Sama  forms  two 
fevcral  bays,  and  the  coaft  runs  along  N.  W.  and 
S.  E.  as  may  appear  by  the  following  demonflratioa.  - 
Over  the  land  we  could  fee  from  oar  ibip»  as  we 
drove,  the  coming  or  rifiog  of  a  very  high  land,  at  a 
great  diitance  far  up  in  the  country* 

Oftober  twenty-eight.  The  ni^t  before  we  fent 
away  our  four  canoes  with  fi(ty  men  in  then^  to  feize 
and  plunder  the  town  of  ISDlo*  All  this  dftj  was 
Tery  calm^  as  the  day  before. 

The  next  morning  about  break  of  day,  we  had  a 
fair  breeze  fprnng  up,  with  which  we  lay  right  in , 
with  the  port.  About  one  in  the  afternoon  we  an- 
chored. 

We  caft  anchor  at  the  diftance  of  two  nika  firoia 
the  ^Hage;  and  then  we  perceived  two  flags  which . 
our  men  had  put  out,  having  taken  the  town,  and 
let  up  our  Engli(h  colours.  The  Spaniards  were. 
retreated  to  the  hills,  and  there  had  none  the  fame. 
Being  come  to  an  anchor,  our  commander,  captain 
Sharp,  fent  a  canoe  on  board  of  us,  and  ordered  that 
all  the  men  our  (hip  could  fpare,  (hould  come  afliore. 
Withal  they  told  us,  that  thofe  of  our  party  that 
landed  the  morning  before,  were  met  by  fooie  hcu-fe- 
men  on  the  fliore,  who  only  exchanged  fome  few 
voUies  of  (hot  with  our  men,  but  were  foon  put  to 
flight ;  that  hereupon  our  forces  had  marched  direfUy 
to  the  town,  where  the  Spaniards  expeAing  we  fliould 
have  landed  at  firft,  made  a  breaft- work  thirty  paces 
long  of  clay  and  banks  of  fand.  Here  in  a  fmall  fldr- 
midi  we  happened  to  kill  an  Indian,  who  told  us  before 
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He  dkJt  that  they  had  received  news  of  our  coining 
nine  days  ago,  from  Lima,  aad  but  one  day  before 
firom  Arica.  Having  token  the  town,  wefouiid  thereia  , 
great  quantity  of  picch,  tar,  oil,  wine,  and  fbur» 
vith  fevcrai  othcrforisof  provifions.  We  endeavoured 
to  keep  as  good  a  watch  as  the  Spaniards  did  on  the 
hills,  fearinff  left  they  fliould  faddenly  make  any  at- 
tempt to  deftroy  us. 

Next  day,  bring  Oftober  the  thirtieth,  we  chofc 
out  tbreefcore  of  our  men  who  were  fitteft  to  march, 
and  ordered  them  to  go  up  aui  fearch  the  valley  belong- 
ing to  the  town.     Wc  found  it  very  pleaficint,  being 
all  overfetwith  fig-trees,  olive-trees,  orange,  lemon, 
and  lime-trees,  with  many  other  agreeable  fruits: 
abom  foot  miles  up  the  valley  we  came  to  a  fugar« 
work,  or  Ingenio  de  azncar,  as  it  is  called  by  the 
Spaniards,  where  we  found  great  (lore  of  oil  and  me- 
hiles;  butmoft  of  the  fugar  the  owners  had  hiddcii 
from  OS  in  the  cane  itfelf.    As  we  marched  up  the 
▼alley,  the  Spaniards  mardied  along  the  hills,  an4. 
obferred  our  motion :  from  the  tops  of  the  hiUa 
they  often  tumbled  gredt  ftooes  upon  us,  but  with 
great  care  we  endeavoured  to  efcape  thofe  dangers,, 
and  the  report  of  one  gun  would  make  them  all  to 
bide  their  heads  immediately :  from  this  houfe,  I  meaix 
the  fugar-work  above-mentioned,  Mr.  Cox's,   roy- 
lelf,  and  one  Cannis  a  Dutchman  (who  was  our  in- 
terpreter) went  to  the  Spaniards  with  a  flag  of  truce. 
They  met  us  very  civily,  and  promifed  to  give  us  four- 
fcore  of  beeves  for  the  ranlom  of  the  fugar- wcn-k^ 
\tpon  condition  that  it  fliould  not  be  fpoiled  nor  de* 
moliflied.  With  them  we  agreed,  that  they  fliould 
be  delivered  to  us  at  the  port  the  next  day  at  nooa: 
hereupon  captain  Sharp  in  the  evening  fent  down  to 
the  port  twenty  men,  with  ftrift  orders  that  our 
forces  fliould  ofler  no  violence  in  the  leafl  to  thofe 
that  brought  dowa  the  beeves. 

O  2  Sunday^ 
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Sunday,  Oftobcr  thirty-one  This  day  being  cm- 
ployed  in  Gifting  tip  fome  accounts  belonging  to. 
our  navigation,  I  reckoned  that  Hile  was  tbeeaftwiard 
of  Paita,  one  hundred  and  eighty-feven  leagues.  Tlib 
morning  the  captain  of  the  Spaniards  came  to  our 
commander  captain  Sharp  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
told  him,  that  fixteen  beeves  were  already  fent  down 
to  the  port,  and  that  the  reft  fliould  certainly  be  there 
the  next  morning.  Hereupon  we  were  ordered  ta 
prepare  ourfelves  to  retreat,  and  march  back  to  the 
port,  and  there  embark  ourfelves  on  board  our  ftiip. 
My  advice  was  to  the  contrary,  that  we  fliould  rather 
leave  twenty  men  behind  to  keep  the  houfe  of  the 
fugar-work,  and  that  others  ftiould  polTefs  themfelves 
of  the  hills,  thereby  to  clear  them  of  the  Spaniard* 
and  their  Jook-out.  But  my  counfel  not  being  re^ 
gaidcd,  each  man  took  away  what  burthen  of  fugaV 
.he  pJeafed,  and  thus  we  returned  to  our  veflcl.  Be- 
ing come  there,  we  found  no  beeves  had  been  brought 
down  at  all,  which  made  us  fufpeft  fomc  trick  in  the 
enemy. 

The  next  morning,  being  November  the  firft,  our 
captain  went  to  the  top  of  the  hills  before- mentioned^ 
and  fpoke  with  the  Spaniards  themfelves  concerning 
the  performance  of  their  agreement.  The  Spaniards 
made  anfwcr,  that  the  cattle  would  certainly  come 
down  this  night ;  but  in  cafe  they  did  not,  that  the 
mafter  or  owner  of  the  fugar-work  was  now  returned 
from  Potofi,  and  we  might  go  up  and  treat  with  him, 
and  make,  if  we  pleafed,  a  new  bargain  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  houfe  and  goods;  whofe  intereft  it 
was  more  than  theirs  to  fave  it  from  being  demoliflied. 
With  thisanfwerourmen  returned,  and  we  concluded 
to  wait  till  the  next  day  for  the  delivery  of  the 
beeves. 

The  day  following,  about  eight  in  the  morning, 
ttiere  came  in  to  us  a  fi^g  of  truce  from  the  enemy, 
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CrItiQg  OS,  that  the  wbds  were  ib  hifffa^  that  diejr 
•could  not  drive  the  cattle,  otherwUe  they  had  beea 
delivered  before  now ;  but  withal,  that  by  noon  we 
iBioald  in  no  manner  fail  to  have  them  brought  to  us. 
Noon  being  comep  and  no  cattle  a{>pearing,  we  now 
having  filled  onr  water,  and  finithed  other  concemSp 
reiblved  to  be  revenged  on  the  enemy,  and  do  them 
what  ffliTchief  we  could ;  at  lead  by  fetting  lire  on 
the  r^gar-work«    Hereupon,  threescore  men  of  us 
marched  up  the  valley,  and  burnt  both  the  houfe,  the 
cane$,  and  the  mill  belonging  to  the  Ingenio ;  we  brokis 
likewiFe  the  copper8,cogg8,aad  multitudes  of  great  jars 
of  oil  that  we  found  in  the  houfe  :  this  bei^g  done,  we 
brought  away  more  fugar,  and  returned  to  the  port 
4>ver  the  hiils  and  mountains ;  the  which  we  found 
very  pleafant,  fmooth,  and  level,  after  once  we  had 
jmnded  them.  It  fell  out  very  fortunately  to  es  that 
ive  returned  back  this  way  wt  did ;  for  otherwife  our 
men  at  thelea-fidehad  inevitably  been  cut  off,  and  torn 
in  pieces  by  the  enemy,  they  being  at  that  time  difperfed, 
and  ftragglingup  and  down  by  twoand three  in  aparty. 
For  from  the  hills  ^e  fpied  coming  from  the  northward 
^  the  bay,  above  three  hundred  norfemen,  all  riding 
/It  full  fpeed  towards  our  men,  who  had  not  as  yet 
defcried  them,  and  little  thought  of  any  fuch  danger 
from  the  «nemy  So  nigh  at  hand.  Being  alarmed  with 
this  fight,  we  threw  down  what  fngar  we  had,  and  ran 
incontinently  to  meet  them,  thereby  to  give'oor  othor 
snen  time  to  rally,  and  put  themfetves  into  a  poflure^^ 
drfeoee*  We  being  in  (pod  rank  and  order,  fairly  prof- 
fered them  battle  upon  the  bay ;  but  as  we  advanced 
to  meet  them,  they  retired  and  rid  towards  the  moun- 
-Cainstofurroundusand  take  the  rocks  from  us  if  poQIbly 
they  could.  Hereupon,  perceiving  their  intention,  wc 
•returned  back  and  poflefled  onrfelves  of  the  faid  rocks, 
imd  alfo  of  the  lower  town  ;  as  the  Spaniards  them- 
/elves  did  of  the  tapper  .towa  X^t  the  diibmce  of  half  a 
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mile  from  the  tower)  the  hills  and  the  woods  adjoia- 
Ing  thereunto.  The  horfemen  being  now  in  poflfcf- 
fion  of  thcfe  quarters,  we  could  perceive,  as  far  as  wc 
could  fee,  more  and  more  men  refort  to  them,  fo  that 
tbdr  forces  increafed  hourly  to  confiderable  numbers. 
We  fired  one  at  another  as  long  as  we  could  reach, 
and  the  day  would  permit.  But  in  the  mean  while 
weobfenred,  that  feveml  of  them  rid  totbewatch- 
hill,  and  looked  out  often  to  the  fea-board.  This 
gave  us  occafion  to  fear,  that  they  had  more  ftreogth 
and  forces  coming  that  way,  which  they  expected 
every  minute.  Hereupon,  left  we  (hould  fpeed  wocfe 
than  we  had  done  before,  we  refolved  to  embark 
filently  in  the  dark  of  the  night,  and'go  ofFfrom  that 
coaft  where  the  enemy  was  fo  well  provided  for  us. 
We  carried  off  a  great  cheft  of  fugar,  whereof  we 
fliared  feven  pounds  weight  and  a  half  each  man  ; 
thirty  jars  of  oil,  and  great  plenty  of  all  forts  of  gardta 
'■  herbs,  roots,  and  moftexcdkat  fruit* 


End  0?  THE  FiKST  Volume. 
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PARTH.     CHAP,   XIV. 

ne  BucanUrs  depart  frcm  the  port  of  ffih,  and 
fail  to  that  of  Coqmmbo :  they  are  dejcribed  he» 
fore  their  arrival ;  notwithjlandmg  they  land : 
are  encountered  hy  the  Spaniards,  and  put  them  to 
Jlight.  They  takfy  plunder^  and  fire  the  city  of 
la  Sarena  :  a  defcrtption  thereof,  A  Jlratagem 
of  the  Spaniards y  in  endeavcuring  to  fire  their  pip  ^ 
dif covered  and  prevented.  They  are  deceived  again 
by  the  Spaniards^  and  forced  to  retire  from  Co^ 
qubnbo  without  any  ranfom  for  the  ciiy^  ffr 
confiderable  pillage.  They  releafe  fevergl  of  their 
chief ejl  pri [oners* 

THE  next  morning,  being  Wcdnefday,   No- 
vember ihe  3d,  1680,  about  fevcn  o*clpck 
we  fcl  fail  from  Hilo,  landing  diredtly  off 
to  fea,  with  a  fmall  land  wind.     Upon  the  fliore  wc 
could  not  difcovcr  this  raoming  above  fifty  men  of 
our  enemies  forces,  which  caufei  us  to  fufpcft  the 
Vol.  If.  A  reft 
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y<i\\  were  run  away  from  their  colours,  and  had  de« 
ftn  tcil  in  the  dark  of  the  night.  If  this  were  fo, 
we  were  equally  afraid  of  each  other,  and  as  wc 
quitted  the  land,  being  jealous  of  their  multitudes, 
lb  they  abandoned  their  flations  for  fear  of  our 
-entoiinrers.  All  the  while  we  lay  in  the  port  of 
Hilo,  we  had  a  fre(h  wind ;  but  being  come  out 
thence,  we  found  it  almoft  flark  calm.  All  along 
this  coaft  runs  a  great  fea,  as  we  experimented  at 
Arica,  infomuch  that  there  is  no  landing,  except 
under  the  favour  of  fome  rock  or  other. 

November  the  4th,  in  the  morning,  we  faw  the 
port  of  Hilo  at  E.  N.  E.  at  the  dilTance  of  nine 
leagues  or  thereabouts  from  land.  The  white 
fand  ^i^es  a  bright  reflc<flion  over  the  land  ;  which 
we  could  fee  after  we  had  loft  the  fight  of  the  land 
itfelf. 

The  day  following  w'e  had  an  indifferent  fre(h 
wind  at  S.  S.  E.  We  reckoned  a  S.  W.  half  weft 
^Vwiy,  a!id  by  it  that  we  had  made  twenty  leagues : 
the  day  was  very  fair  and  funfhiny,  and  the  fea 
very  fir.ooth. 

November  the  6th,  we  had  a  clear  night  the 
laft  paft,  and  the  day  proved  very  fair  and  clear, 
like  the  former ;  we  reckoned  by  a  S.  W.  by  W. 
way,  about  twenty-one  leagues.  In  the  afternoon 
it  was  almoft  quite  calm. 

The  day  following  we  had  no  more  than  the 
laft  twenty-four  hours.  We  were  about  this  time 
many  of  us  troubled  with  the  fcurvy ;  it  proceeded, 
as  we  judged,  from  the  great  hard  (hip  and  want  of 
provifions  which  we  had  endured  forfeveral  months 
paft,  as  hiving  only  bread  and  water  (as  was  men- 
tioned above)  only  at  Hilo  we  killed  a  mule,  which 
\vas  looked  upon  by  thofp  that  eat  of  it  to  be  very 
good  vifluals,  the  Spaniards  having  fwept  away 
^vith  them  all  other  provifions  of  fle(h :  but  we 

got 
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got  there  as  plunder  a  fmall  quantity  of  good  cko- 
colate,  which  the  Spaniards  have  in  great  efleem  : 
fo  now  we  had  each  morning  a  difh  of  plcafant  lU 
quor  containing  almoft  a  pint. 

Next  day  likewife  we  had  very  little  Mind,  as 
before  ;  we  made  an  obfcrvation  this  day,  and  found 
lat.  20  deg.  5  S. 

November  the  pth,  we  had  ftill  rery  little  wind, 
and  that  variable.  We  took  almoft  every  hour  aa 
obfervation,  and  found  ourfelves  to  be  in  lat.  20 
deg.  18  S. 

The  loth,  we  had  in  like  manner  but  little  wind  ; 
we  obferved  an  E.  S.  E.  current,  or  pietty  near  it, 
run  hereabouts.  This  day  we  faw  the  homing  of 
a  very  high  land,  which  much  furprized  us,  for  at 
this  time  I  conceived  we  could  not  be  lefs  than 
thirty- five  or  forty  leagues  from  land  ;  wefuppofed 
it  to  be  Mora  Tarapaca,  That  day  we  fet  up  our 
(hrouds. 

Upon  the  i  ith,  an  indifferent  gale  of  wind  fprang 
up  at  S.  W.  by  S.  by  which  we  made  twenty-five 
leagues  and  one  third :  wc  had  no%v  a  great  S.  S, 
W.  fea  :  in  the  night  the  wind  (as  wc  experimented) 
came  one  or  two  points  from  the  land  :  this  morn- 
ing we  faw  the  like  homing  of  land,  whereby  we 
were  made  fenfible  it  was  no  land  we  had  feen  the 
day  before.   ' 

On  the  1 2th,  we  had  feveral  mifts  of  rain,  with 
windy  weather  ;  we  made  by  a  S.  S.  W.  half  S. 
way,  twenty-five  leagues  and  one  third  ;  we  had 
likewife  a  great  and  rolling  S.  S.  W.  fea,  as  the 
day  before. 

The  13th,  we  had  both  cloudy  and  mi fty  wea- 
ther ;  we  made  a  S.  S.  W.  and  one  quarter  S.way, 
by  which  we  ran  fifty  leagues. 

But  the  next  day,  fair  and  clear  weather  came 

about  again  :  we  had  likewife  an  cafy  gak  of  wind, 
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by  \i^Wch  we  made  a  S.  W.  way,  and  advanced 
twenty- two  leagues  and  a  half. 

On  the  15th  of  No?eQiber,  we  had  alfo  clear 
weather,  and  an  indifferent  gale  of  wind.  Our 
way  was  S.  W.  by  W.  by  which  we  reckoned 
eighteen  leagues  ;  likewifc  at  our  wcfting  fronc^ 
Hilo,  from  whence  we  fet  forth,  was  114  leagues 
and  one  third  :  our  latitude  by  obfcrvation,  we 
found  to  be  23  ^t^.  258.!  took  now  ihe  declina-, 
lion  table  ufcd  and  made  by  the  cofmographer  at 
Lima. 

Tuefday,  November  the  i6th.  In  the  night  lafl: 
part  we  had  a  fhower  or  two  of  rain :  this  day  wc 
made  an  obfrrvation,   by  which  we  found  lat.  2J 

deg-  35  S. 

The  1 7th,  we  made  a  S.  W.  by  W.  half  S.  way. 
By  obfervation  we  found  lat.  23  deg.  46  S.  with  very 
little  wind. 

The  1 8th,  upon  a  S.  W.  by  W.  way,  we  made 
twenty-one  leagues.  By  obfervation  we  found  lat. 
23  deg.  2«  S. 

Friday,  November  the  J  9th,  1680.  This  morn- 
ing about  an  hour  before  day,  we  obfcrved  a  comet 
to  appear  a  degree  N.  from  the  bright  ftar  in  Libra; 
the  body  thereof  feemcd  dull,  and  its  tail  extended 
•itfelf  eighteen  or  twenty  degrees  in  length,  being 
of  a  pale  colour,  and  pointed  direftly  N.  N.  W; 
Our  prifoncrs  hereupon  toW  us  that  the  Spaniards 
had  fecn  veiy  ftrangc  fights  both  at  Lima,  the 
capital  city  of  Peru,  Guayaquil,  and  other  places, 
much  about  the  time  of  our  coming  into  the  South 
Seas.  I  reckon  this  day  we  had  run  twenty  leagues 
by  a  S*  W.  way. 

The  day  following  the  appearanc;  cf  the  comet 
we  had  many  ftorms  of  wind  j.t  S.  S.  E.  and  E.  S. 
E.  Our  r  ckoning  by  a  S.  W.  way  was  twenty-two 
^  leagues. 

Sunday,  Novcniber  21ft,  likewife  many^ufts  of 
wind,  fuch  as  the  day  fae;ore,  with  frcqunt  (bow- 
ers 
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crs  of  rain  5  the  wind  varied  to  and  fro  according  ns 
the  clouds  drew  it  here  and  there.  We  reckoned  a 
S.  S.  W.  way,  and  by  it  twcnty-one  leagues  and  a 
half;  in  all,  weft  from  Hilo,  we  judged  ourfelves  to 
be  178  leagiies  and  two  thirds.  We  had  this  day 
a  great  S.  VV.  fe.i,  and  cloudy  weather  :  I  fuppofcd 
our  lat.  to  be  26  deg.  53  S. 

November  the  2  2d,  we  bad  in  like  manner  cloudy 
weithcr,  and  now  but  little  wind :  we  reckoned  a  S. 
way,  and  fifty  one  leagues. 

The  23d,  we  had  very  little  wind,  and  all  ftcrm 

after  the  appearance  of  the  comet,  being  now  quite 

-allayed,  we  reckoned  we  had  ipade  a  S.  E.  by  E. 

\vay,  and  found  our  latitude  by  obfervation  to  bear 

27  deg.  46  S. 

Wednci'day,  November  the  7.4 th.  For  tweriry- 
•four  hours  pad  wc  had  a  U  W.  Wind.  Our  \v.«y 
wa$  S.  E.  balF  S.  by  which  wc  reckoned  thiriy -ditc 
leagues  and  one  third. 

The  25th.  Laft  night  the  wind  blew  at  W.  S.  W. 
but  this  morning  it  came  about  again  at  N.  weft,  &» 
the  day  before  :  our  reckoning  this  day  was  a  S.  E. 
and  one  quarter  E.  way  twenty-nine  leagues  and  one 
third :  our  latitude  now  by  obfervation  made  this 
day,  was  39  deg.  57  S.  our  difference  of  meridian 

November  the  26th.  In  the  night  the  wind 
ftarted  to  S.  S.  W,  but  this  day  at  noon  we  had 
little  better  than  a  calm.  I  reckoned  an  £.  S.  £. 
half  E.  way,  and  by  it  twenty-three  leagues. 

Saturday  the  27th.  Yefterday  in  the  evening  the 
wind  came  to  S.  I  reckoned  an  eaft,  and  fomething 
foutherly  way,  and  by  that  twenty-three  leagues  as 
the  day  before. 

November  the  28th.    For  twenty-four  hours  pafl: 

we  had  a  frefti  wind  at  S.  S.  E.  having  a  high  S.  W. 

fea.     Our  reckoning  was  an  E.  by  N.  and  half  N. 

way,  and  withal  twenty-four  leagaeA   By  obferva- 
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tion,  wc  found  latitude  30  deg.  16  S.  and  meridian 
diflance  eighty-eight  leagues.  At  noon  the  wind 
came  at  S.  half  E. 

On  the  29th,  we  had  a  very  great  S.  W.  fea,  and 
withal  cloudy  weather.  My  reckoning  was  an  E.  one 
third  S.  way,  twenty  leagues  and  one-thiid.  This 
day  we  happened  to  fee  two  or  three  great  fowls  fly- 
ing in  the  air,  which  our  pilot  told  us  ufed  to  appear 
fevcnly  or  eighty  leagues  off  from  the  ifland,  culled 
the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez.  The  day  before  thi?, 
captain  Peralta,  our  prifoner,  was  taken  very  frantic, 
fiis  diflemper  being  occafioned  (as  we  thought) 
through  too  much  hardfliip  and  melancholy  ;  not: 
withfianding  this  day  he  was  indiiJerently  well  again. 

The  following  day  we  had  likewife  cloudy  wea- 
ther. We  made  according  to  our  account,  an  E,  half 
N,  way,  and  by  it  fixteen  leagues  and  two  thirds. 
Our  meri'JIan  difference  fifry-two  leagues. 

The  ill  of  December  we  had  hazy  weather,  and 
withal  an  indifferent  good  wind  at  S.  yea,  fometmics 
S.  by  W.  Our  way  was  E.  by  S.  by  which  we 
reckoned  twenty-two  leagujes.  The  night  before 
we  failed  over  white  water-like  banks  of  a  mile  in 
length,  or  more;  but  ihefe  banks  upon  examina- 
tion we  found  to  be  only  great  fhoals  of  anchovies. 

December  2d,  very  early  in  the  morning  we  fpied 
land,  which  appeared  to  be  very  high.  About  noon 
this  day  we  were  at  fix  leagues  diftance  from  it.  All 
the  preceding  night  we  had  fo  much  wind  that  we 
were  forced  to  make  ufe  only  of  a  pajr  of  courfes. 
By  an  obfervation  made  this  day  we  found  latitude 
30  deg.  35  S.  We  went  away  largely,  driving 
better  than  9  leagv  es  every  watch.  With  this  wind 
we  made  all  the  fail  we  po/Tibly  could,  defigning  by 
this  means  16  get  to  Coquimbo,  upon  which  coaft 
we  now  were  before  night :  but  the  wind  was  fo 
higl),  that  fomeiimes  we  were  forced  to  lower  all 
our  failS|   it  blowing  now  a  mere  fret  of  wind. 
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Towards  evening  it  abated  by  degrees^  infomuch 
that  at  midnight  it  Was  quite  cahii  again  \  then  we 
Iioillcd  out  our  launch  and  canoe?,  and  pntting  rnto 
them  one  hundred  men,  we  rowed  away  fro;n  the 
/hip,  with  defign  to  take  by  furprizal  a  confidera- 
b'.e  ciry  near  the  coafl,  called  by  the  Spaniards,  la 
civiJad  de  la  Serena. 

Friday,  December  the  3d,  i63o.  When  we 
departed  from  the  (hip,  we  had  about  two  leagues 
to  row  to  the  (liore ;  but  as  it  happened,  the  launch 
wherein  I  was  rowed  fo  heavy  (in  comparifon  of  the 
canoes)  that  we  could  not  keep  pace  with  thena  ; 
for  this  reafon  it  was  broad  day  before  we  got  to  a 
certain  ftorehoufe  fitaatc  upon  the  (here,  our  meii 
having  paffed  by  it  in  r'nj  dark  of  the  night  with- 
out ptrceiving  it.  They  being  landed,  immcdiattlr 
marched  away  from  their  canoes  towards  the  city 
before-mentioned  of  la  Serena.  But  we  had  nor 
proceeded  far  on  our  march,  when  we  found,  to  the 
great  forrow  a-nd  chvigiin  of  us  all,  that  we  were 
timely  difcovered  here  alfo,  as  we  had  been  at  the 
other  rwo  places  befcJfe,  Arica  and  Hilo  :  for  as 
they  marched  in  a  body  together,  being  but  thirty- 
five  men  in  all,  who  were  all  tbofe  phat  were  landed 
t)ut  of  the  canoes,  they  were  fuddenly  encountered 
and  engaged  by  a  whole  troop  of  a  hundred  Spanifti 
horfe.  We  that  were  hehiiid  hearing  the  noife  of 
the  difpute,  foUoved  them  at  their  heels,  and 
0iade  all  the  hafte  we  poiTiblv  could  to  come  up  to 
their  relief;  but  before  we  could  reach  tlic  place  of 
the  battle,  they  had  already  routed  the  Spaniards,  - ' 
and  forced  them  to  fly  to.vards  the  town. 

No  withftanding  this  rout,  they  rallied  again  at 
the  diftance  of  about  ia  mile  from  the  place,  and 
feemed  as  IPthey  waited  for  us,  and  would  engage  us* 
anew,  tint  as  foon  as  all  our  forces  were  come 
together,  which  were  in  all  eighty-four,  the  reft 
being  left  tp  g^uard  die.  boats,  we  marched  towards 
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ihetn  and  offered  them  battle.  As  we  came  near 
unto  them,  we  found  plainly  they  dcfigned  no  fuch 
thing,  for  they  inftantly  retired  and  rid  away  be- 
fore us,  keeping  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns.  Wc 
followed  them  as  they  rid,  being  led  by  lliem  de^ 
ligncdly  clear  out  of  the  road  that  went  to  the  town, 
that  we  might  not  reach  nor  find  it  fo  foon.  In  this 
engagement  witti  the  horfe,  our  company  had  killed 
three  of  their  chiefcft  men,  and  wounded  four  more, 
killing  alfo  four  of  their  horfes.  When  we  found 
that  we  had  been  led  by  this  ftratagem  of  the  enemy 
out  of  the  way  of  the  town,  we  left  the  bay,  and 
eroded  over  the  green  fields  to  find  it,  wading  of- 
tentimes over  feveral  branches  of  water,  whicb  there 
fcrve  to  enclofe  each  plat  of  ground.  Upon^  this 
march  we  came  to  feveral  houfes,  but  found  them 
all  empty,  and  fwept  clean,  both  of  inhabitants  arid 
provifi  ):is  :  vi'c  faw  likcwife  feveral  horfes  and 
other  Ltads  of  cattle  in  the  fields  as  we  went  along 
towards  the  city.  This  place  of  la  Serena  our  pilot 
had  reported  to  us  to  be  but  a  fmall  town,  but  be- 
ing arrived  there,  we  found  in  it  no  fewer  than  ie« 
ven  great  churches  and  one  chapel :  four  of  thefc 
churches  were  monafieries  or  convents,  and  each 
church  had  its  organs  for  the  performance  of  divine 
fervice.  Several  of  the  houfes  had  their  orchards 
of  fruit  and  gardens  belonging  to  them  ;  both  hou- 
fes and  gardens  being  as  well  and  as  neatly  fnmi(hed 
as  thofe  in  England ;  in  thefe  gardens  we  found 
flrawberries  as  big  as  walnuts  and  thofe  very  deli- 
cious to  the  tafte  ;  in  a  word,  every  thing  in  this 
city  of  la  Serena  was  mofJ  excellent  and  delicate, 
and  far  beyond  what  we  could  expeft  in  fo  remote 
a  place.  The  town  was  inhabited  by  all  forts  of 
tradefmen,  and  befides  them,  had  its  merchants, 
fome  of  which  were  accounted  very  rich. 

The  inhabitants  of  la  Serena  upon  our  approach 
fled,  carrying  with  them  the  beA  of  their  goods  and 
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jewels ;  and  what  they  could  not  carry  away  that  was 
of  value  they  buried,  having  had  time  enough  to  do  fc 
from  the  advice  ihey  received  of  our  coining  from 
Arica  and  other  places.  Notwithftanding,  we  loofc 
in  the  town  one  friar,  and  twoChilenos,  or  Spaniards^ 
natives  of  the  kingdom  of  Chili,  which  adjdns  ta 
that  of  Peru,  towards  the  ftrcight  of  Magellan. 
Thefc  prifoners  told  us,  that  the  Spaniards,  whea 
they  heard  of  our  coming,  had  killed  moft  of  their 
Chilian  (laves,  fearing  they  (hould  revolt  from  them 
to  us.  Moreover,  that  we  had  been  defcribcd  from 
their  coafts  four  days  before  our  landing ;  all  which 
time  they  had  employed  in  carrying  away  their  plate 
and  goods.  To  this  mformation  they  added,  that 
for  iheir  defence  they  had  received  a  fupply  of  fixty 
men  from  Arica.  Having  taken  poflcflion  of  the 
town,  that  evening  there  came  a  negro  to  us,  running 
away  from  the  Sparfiards;  he  informed  us,  that? 
when  we  were  before  Panama,  we  had  taken  a  negro^ 
who  was  eAeemed  the  beft  pilot  in  all"  the  South- 
Sea  ;  but  more  efpecially  for  this  place,  and  the 
coafls  of  Coquimbo :  and  further,  that  if  the 
Spaniards  had  not  fent  all  the  negroes  belonging  to- 
this  city  fjEurther  up  into  the  country,  out  of  our 
reach  and  communication,  they  would  all  undoubt- 
edly have  revolted  to  us. 

That  night  about  twelve  our  boatfwain,  ac- 
companied by  forty  men,  with  a  Chilian  for  their 
guide,  went  out  of  the  town  fome  miles  into  the 
country  with  a  defign  to  find  out  the  places  where 
the  Spaniards  lay  concealed,  and  had  hid  their  goods 
and  plate  ;  but  before  they  came,  the  Spaniards 
had  got  intelligence  thereof  from  fome  fecret  fpics- 
they  had  in  the  town,  and  both  the  men  and  their 
women  were  all  fled  to  places  that  were  more  occult 
and  remote.  So* that  by  this  fearch  they  only  found 
an.old.  Indian  woman  and  three  ch^dren,  bat  nogpUl 
A  5,  nojcv' 
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}]  r  plate.  This  morning  our  (hip  came  to  an  an- 
i:h^.>r  by  the  ftorehoufe  above-mentioned,  nam^d 
1  oritiga,  at  the  diitance  ot  a  furlong  from  (hore 
in  the  depth  of  feven  fathom  water. 

Next  morning,  being  Saturday,  December  the  4th, 
came  into  the  town  a  Hag  of  truce  from  the  enemy. 
Their  mtfTage  was  to  proffer  a  ranfom  for  the  town 
to  prcicrve  it  from  burning  -,  for  now  they  began  to 
tear  we  would  fet  fire  to  it,  as  having  found  no 
confidcrable  booty  nor  pillage  therein.  The  chief 
commanders  on  both  fides  met  about  this  point,  and 
agreed  betwixt  them  for  the  fum  of  95,000  pieces 
of  eight  for  the  whole  ranfom.  In  the  afternooa 
1  was  lent  down  to  the  bay  of  Coquimbo,  with  a 
p^rtv  of  twenty  men,  to  carry  thither  fome  goods 
•Wc  had  taken  in  the  town,  as  alfo  provifions  for 
the  (hip.  It  is  two  leagues  and  a  half  from  the  town 
to  the  port ;  one  lea^^ue  on  the  bay,  the  reft  beipg 
a  very  great  loa.l,  which  leads  from  the  bay^o  the 
city.  The  Spaniards  promifcd  that  the  ranfom 
fhould  be  collc<fled  and  paid  in  by  the  next  day. 
This  day  alfo  there  died  one  of  our  negroes  flaves 
o  J  board  the  fl^ip. 

r^-  i^ay  fo!li)win<^  in  the  morning  I  came  back 
to  ':  '  vn  with  the  men  I  had  brought  down  the 
(^  .  .;:i:y  I'X  of  them  I  left  behind,  to  look 

a-  vi  •  :.  :.:iiK^  at  the  end  of  the  bay.  When  I 
came  to  the  city,  I  found  that  the  Spaniards  had 
b'okcn  their  promife,  and  had  not  brought  in  the 
rari^  m  lixy  had  .1  greed  for;  but  had  begged  lime 
t'K  io-morro\v  at  eight  in  ihe  forenoon  Ihis  even- 
inc^  another  pnriy  of  our  men  went  down  to  the 
fhip  to  t.an-v  Inch  goods  as  we  had  pil'nged  in  the 
tow.i  That  night,"  aboHt  nine  of  thx;  dock  hap- 
pened an  tarthqujk*^,  tlie  which  we  were  very  fen- 
fibleof  as  v"  Mr  e.  all  foacthtr  in  the  church  of  San 
Juan,  where  oar  chief  rendezvous  and  corps  du  giwrd 

was 
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was  kept.  In  the  night  the  Spaniards  opened  a 
fluice,  and  Jet  the  water  run  in  ftreams  about  the 
town,  with  intent  either  to  overflow  it,  and  thereby 
force  us  out  of  the  place,  or  at  leaft  that  they  might 
the  cafier  quench  the  flame  in  cafe  wc  flioald  fire  the 
town. 

Next  morning  we  fet  fire  to  the  town,  perceiving 
It  to  be  overflown,  and  that  the  Spaniards  had  not  - 
performed,  or  rather  that  they  never  defigned   to  ■ 
perform   their  promife.     We  fired  as  nigh  as  wc   ^ 
could  every  houfe  in  the  whole  town,  to  the  end  that 
it  might  be  totally  reduced  to  aflics.    Thus  we  left 
la  Serena,  carrying  with  us  what  plund?r  we  could 
iind,  having  fent   two  parties   before  loaded  with  . 
goods  to  the  fliip,  as  w^pientioned  above.    As  we 
marched  down  to  the  W^,  we  beat  up  an  ambuf- 
cadc  of  250  horfe  which  lay  hid  in  the  way,  with  an 
intent  to  fall  on  our  men  in  cafe  wc  had  fent  down  any' 
other  par  ty  with  goods  to  the  ftiip.     We  received 
advice  that  the  Spaniards  had  efieleavoured   by  an 
unufual  ftratagem  to  burn  our  ftiip  artd  thereby  de- 
ftroy  us  all.     They  blew  up  a  horfe's  bide  Ifke  a 
bladder,  and  upon  this  float  a  man  ventured  to  fwim 
from  ftiore,  and  come  under  the  ftern  of  our  (hip; 
being  arrived  there,  he  cramnled  oktham  and  biim- 
ftonc,  and  other  combuflible  matter  between  the 
rudder  and  the  ftern-poft  :    having  done   this,   he 
^red  it  with  a  match,   fo  that  in  a  fmail  time  our 
rudder  was  on  fire,  and  all  the  fliip  in  a,  fmoke. 
Our  men,  both  alarmed  and  amazed  with  this  fmoke, 
ran  up  and  down  the  ftiip,  fufpe^ling  the  prifoners  to 
have  fired  the  vefTcl,  thereby  to  get  their  liberty  and 
deftroy  us.-    At  laft  they  found  out  where  the  fire 
was,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  quench  it  before 
its  going  too  far.     As  foon  as  they  had  put  it  out, 
they  fent  the  boat  afliore,  and  found  both  the  hide 
beforc-menuoiied,  and  the  match  burning  at  both 
A  6  ecds. 
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ends,  whereby  they  difcovcred  the  wliole  matter. 
W  hen  we  came  to  the  ftorchoufe  on  the  (here  fide, 
w^  fet  at  liberty  the  friar  our  prifoner,  and  another 
gentleman,  who  was  become  our  hoflage  for  the 
performance  of  the  ranfom.  And  when  we  came 
aboard,  we  likewife  fet  at  liberty  captain  Peralta, 
di'n  Tho»nas  de  Argandona,  don  Baltazar,  don 
Chrifleval,  captain  Juan  the  pilot's  mate,  the  old 
l»oor,  and  feveral  other  of  our  chief  prifoners.  To 
this  rcleafement  of  our  prifoncr^s  we  were  moved,. 
J?arrly  becaufe  we  knew  not  well  what  to  do  with 
them,  and  partly  becaufe  we  feared  that  by  the  ex- 
ample of  this  flratagem,  they  might  be  abfe  to  efFeft 
vhat  the  other  had  attempted  with  fo  much  Ilkeli-* 
hood  of  fuccefs.. 

CHAP.     XV. 

The  Bucanlrrs  Jit  fail  from  Coquimbo  for  tte  i/le  of 
Juan  Fernandez.  An  exa3  account  of  thli  voyage^ 
Mifery  tf}ey  endure^  and  great  dangers  they  efcap^ 
there.  They  mutiny  a7nong  themfelves  and  choafe^ 
Watiing  to  be  their  chief  commander.  Dcfcription 
ef  the  ifldnd.  Three  Spanifb  men  -  (f  war  mejft 
VJith  the  BuQaniers  at  tie  faid^JLg^nd',,  -with  what 
happened  thereupon,  x, 

DEING  all  embarked  again  (as  was  mentioned 
^  in  the  precedent  chapter)  the  next  morning, 
•which  was  Tuefday,  December  the  yth,  twenty 
©f  us  were  fent  a(hore  to  obferve  the  motions  of 
tJie  enemy.  We  went  to  thet  look-out,  or  watch- 
hill,  but  could  learn  nothing  from,  thence ;  here- 
upon, about  noon  we  returned  on  board  the  fhip, 
and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  we  weighed  anchor  and 
fet  fail,  direfting  our  courfe  for  the  ifland  of  Juaa 
f efnaxidez,  not  far  firooi  the  coaft  of  Coquimbo. 

At 
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At  Bight  we  were  five  leagues  dlAant  from  thence 
at  N.  W.  by  N.  The  fouthermoft  iflind  of  thofc 
which  are  called  de  los  Paxaros,  or  Iflaiid  of  Birds, 
•was  then  N.  N.  W.  from  us.  Brfore  our  departure, 
I  took  a  draught  of  the  bay  of  Coquimbo,  and  cf 
the  city  of  la  Serena. 

December  the  8ih,  we  had  but  very  little  wind^ 
and  a  leeward  current  here,  which  we  could  per- 
ceive heaved  us  to  the  Borthward.  The  afore- 
znentioned  idand  de  los  Paxaros,  at  three  in  the 
afternoon  bore  N.  £.  of  us  at  the  diAance  of  three 
leagues  or  threabputs. 

It  is  four  leagues  drftant  from  the  main  continent, 
and  from  the  next  ifland  of  the  fame  name  about 
two.  The  main  Is  extream  high  and  mountainous, 
hereabouts.  At  evening  we  were  weft  from  the  faid 
kland  five  leagues.  About  eight  or  nine  leagues  to 
the  windward  of  Coquimbo  are  certain  white  cliffs, 
which  appear  from  the  fhore  to  thofe  that  are  off  at 
fea. 

December  9,  we  had  like  wife  but  little  wirul, 
.as  the  day  before.  Ifuppofed  myfelf  this  day  to  be 
about  thirteen  leagues  weft  from  the  ifland  above- 
mentioned.  The  weather  wascloudy,  with  mifling 
rain,  fo  that  no  obfervation  could  be  taken.  How- 
ever, this  day  it  was  thought  convenient  to  come  to 
an  allowance  of  water ;  for  we  had  taken  in  little  or 
none  at  Coqnimbo*  The  fame  weather,  or  vory 
Kke  it,  we  had  the  next  day,  being  the  loth  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  quite  calm  and  cloudy. 

December  the  nth,  we  had  fome  fmall  rain  the 
fore  part  of  the  day;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  cleared 
Dp,  io  that  the  weather  was  very  hot.  We  had  ftiil 
but  little  wind. 

The  next  day,  December  the  12th,  we  had  very 
feir  weather,  and  by  a  clear  obfervation  made  this 
4a7»  we  fo\uid  lat.  30  deg.  C.  S. 

December 
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December  the  13th,  by  a  W.  S.  W.  way,  we 
made  forty  two  leagues.  By  obfcrvaiion  we  found 
lat.  30  deg.  45  S.  D.  «M.  four  leagues  and  two  thirds. 

The  14th  in  the  morning,  we  had  a  handfome 
(liower  of  rain,  which  continued  for  fome  time; 
then  about  eight  a  clock  there  fprung  up  a  S.  S. 
W.  breeze.  My  reckoning  was  by  an  E.  S.  E.  way 
foil  I  teen  leagues  ;  and  by  obfervation,  we  found 
this  day  30  6^g.  30  S.  In  ihe  afternoon  died  one  of 
Cur  men,  whofe  name  was  William  Cammock  :  his 
difeafe  was  occafioned  by  a  furfeit  got  by  too  much 
drinking  ©n  fliore  at  la  Serena,  which  produced  a 
colenturc,  or  malignant  fever,  and  an  hiccough. 
In  the  evening  we  buried  him  in  the  fea,  according 
to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  mariners,  giving  him  thrc^ 
French  voliies  tor  his  funeral. 

The  day  following  we  had  an  indifferent  frefh 
.  wind  on  both  tacks.  Our  way  was  W.  S.  W.  and 
by  it  we  reckoned  thiity-four  leagues.  So  like- 
wife  by  an  obfervation  we  had  lat.  30  dcg.  42  S. 
All  the  afternoon  blew  a  S.  by  W.  wind  very  trefh, 
with  a  QiY.yxt  topping  S   W.  fea. 

But  the  next  day  we  had  no  fmall  breezes,  hut 
rather  haid  gufls  of  wind  ;  thefe  grew  fo  high, 
that  thcv  forced  us  to  take  in  our  top-fails.  Wc 
made  a  S.  W.  half  S.  way,  and  forty- five  leagues. 

On  the  1 7 til,  we  had  likewife  high  winds,  and 
withal  a  S  W.  fea.  Our  way  was  W  b}  S.  By 
an  obfervation  taken  this  day,  we  found  lat.  30  deg, 
51  S.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  S.  S.  E.  win  J,  our 
coorfe  being  S.  W. 

December  the  T8th.  This  day  we  had  the  fatne 
high  winds  as  before,  at  S.  S.  E.  We  reckoned  by 
a  \V.  S.  \V.  way  forty-li\e  leagues.  At  noon  the 
Wind  was  fomcthing  fallen,  and  then  wc  had  fome 
rain. 

The 
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The  19th,  we  had  both  cloudy  and  windy  wea- 
ther. My  reckonmg  was  a  S.  W.  by  S.  way,  and 
hereupon  fifty-eight  miles.  Ycftcrday  wc  were  af- 
fured  by  cm*  pilot,  that  we  were  now  in  the  meri- 
dian of  Juan  Fernandez,  whither  our  courfe  was  di- 
refted  for  the  prefent.  That  which  occafioned 
him  to  be  fo  pofiiive  in  this  a/Tertion,  was  the  fee- 
ing of  ihofe  great  birds,  of  which  we  made  men- 
tion in  the  foregoing  chapter. 

On  the  2otb,  we  had  cloudy  weather  in  the 
morning  on  both  tacks.  We  made  a  S.  W.  and 
half  S.  way,  and  by  it  fifty-two  leagues.  By  an 
obfervation  we  found  this  day  lat.  32  deg.30  S.  dif- 
ference of  meridian  was  now  132  leagues. 

The  next  day  likcwife  we  had  cloudy  weather ; 
yet  by  an  obfervation  we  found  a  W.  way.'  On 
the  2  2d,  by  obfervation  we  found  an  E.  way 
proved. 

Thurfday,  December  the  23d.  All  the  night  paft 
we  had  a  frefli  wind ;  but  in  the  morning,  from 
the  top-maft*head,  we  defcried  a  hammock  of  land ; 
in  the  evening  we  faw  it  again.  We  found  after- 
wards that  what  we  had  feen,  was  the  w^eflermoft 
ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez;  which  is  nothing  but  a 
mere  rock^  there  being  no  riding,  nor  fcarce  land*- 
ing  near  it. 

Fiid.i y,  December  the  24th.  This  morning  we 
could  vJclcry  the  ifland  itfelf  of  Juan  Fernandez,  S. 
by  E.  it  being  at  fixteen  leagues  diftance  when  we 
faw  it.  the  day  before ;  at  feven  this  morning  the 
ifland  ftood  E.  the  wind  being  at  N,  W.  by  N. 

Here  my  obfervation  was,  that  I  could  neither 
fee  fowl  nor  fi(h  near  this  ifland  ;  both  which  are 
ufual  about  other  iflands.  Having  told  my  obfer- 
vation to  our  pil6t,  he  anfwei-ed  me,  that  he  had 
made  many  voyages  by  this  ifland,  and  yet  never 
faw  either  Ibwl  or  fifli.    Our  reckoning  this  Jay 

was 
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was  an  E.  S.  E.  way,  and  hereby  thirty-fix  leaguei. 
Our  latitude  by  obfer\'ation  "was  found  to  be  33  deg. 
30  S. 

Saturday,  December  the  25th.  The  24th,  at 
three  o'clock,  we  faw  the  other  ifland,  making  two 
or  three  hammock!>  of  land :  this  morning  we  were 
about  eight  leagues  from  it,  the  ifland  bearing  E. 
S.  E.  from  us.  Mt  eight  the  fame  morning  we 
were  right  a  br^aft  with  it.  Here  therefore  are 
two  ifland s  together,  the  biggefl:  whereof  is  three 
leagues  and  a  half  in  length,  neareft  N.  W.  and  S. 
E.  The  other,  and  ]en*er,  is  almoft  one  league  in 
circumference.  At  ten  o'clock  we  fent  off  from  the 
(hip  one  of  our  canoes,  to  feek  for  the  beft  landing 
and  anchoring  for  our  veflel :  as  we  approached, 
both  iflands  feemed  to  us  but  one  entire  heap  of 
rocks :  that  which  lies  more  to  the  north  is  the 
higheft,  though  we  could  not  fee  the  tops  thereof, 
for  the  clouds  covered  it ;  in  moft  places  it  is  fa 
fteep,  that  it  becomes  almoft  perpendicular. 

This  day,  b^lng  Chriftmas-day,  we  gave  in  the 
morning  early  three  vollies  of  fliot,  for  folemniza. 
tion  of  that  great  feftival.  I  reckoned  an  E.  bv  S. 
way.  Hy  a  clear  obfervaiion  from  the  middle  of  the 
ifland,  I  found  here  ht.  33  deg.  45  S.  and  M.  D. 
to  be  ninety-nine  leagues :  id  the  evening  we  cametO' 
an  anchor  at  the  fouth-end  of  the  ifland,  in  a  ftately 
bay,  but  which  lies  open  to  the  fouth,  and  to  the 
fouth-eaft  winds  :  we  anchored  in  the  depth  of  ele- 
ven fathom  water,  and  at  the  diftance  of  only  one 
furlong  from  the  (hore.  Here  we  faw  mtrltitudeaof 
feals  covering  the  bay  every  where,  infomuch,  that 
we  were  forced  to  kill  them,  before  we  could  fet 
ftx)t  on  fliore. 

Sunday,  December  the  26th.  This  day  tve  fent  a  ' 
c^noe'to  fee  if  we  could  find  any  riding  fccure  from 
the  fout^erly  winds  j  tbefe  being  the  meft  conft^mt 
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winds  that  blow  on  thefe  coafts :  the  cance  being 
gone,  our  commander  fcnt  likewife  what  men  wc 
could  fpare  on  (bore,  to  drive  goats,  whereof  there 
is  great  plenty  in  this  ifland.  They  caught  and 
killed  that  day  to  the  number  of  ihreefcore,  or 
thereabouts.  The  canoe  returning  to  the  fhip  made 
report  that  tliere  was  good  ridinc  in  another  bay, 
firuate  on  the  north  fide  of  the  idand,  in  fourteen 
fathom  water,  and  not  above  one  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  {hore,'and  that  there  was  much  wood  to 
be  had ;  whereas,  in  the  place  where  we  firft  an- 
chored, not  one  ftick  of  wood,  nor  tuft  of  graft 
was  to  be  found. 

The  next  day,  being  the  27th,  between  two  and 
four  in  the  morning,  we  had  a  temped  of  violent 
Avinds,  and  fierce  (bowers  of  rain ;  the  fame  day 
we  got  in  two  hundred  jars  of  water,  bringing  them 
a  full  league  from  the  place  of  our  riding:  mean 
while  others  were  employed  to  catch  goats,  as  they 
had  done  the  day  before. 

.  On  the  28th  of  the  faid  month,  in  the  morning, 
1  went  with  ten  more  of  our  company,  and  two 
canoes,  to  fetch  water  from  the  land  :  being  con>e 
thither,  and  having  filled  our  jars,  we  could  not 
get  back  to  the  fhip,  by  reafon  of  a  fouthcrly  wind 
that  blew  from  off  the  ocean,  and  hindered  our  re- 
turn. Thus  we  were  forced  to  lie  ftill  in  a  water- 
hole,  and  wait  till  the  wind  was  over  for  a  fafer 
opportunity.  While  the  violence  of  the  wind  irt- 
creafed,  our  (bip  was  forced  to  get  under  fail,  and 
make  away,  not  without  danger  of  being  forced 
aftiore.  Hereupon,  we  failed  out  of  the  harbour, 
to  feek  another  place  of  anchoring:  at  noon  I  ven- 
tured out,  to  try  if  I  could  follow  the  (hip,  but 
was  forced  in  again  by  the  wind  and  rag*»\g  fea ; 
thus  we  lay  ftill  for  fome  while  longer,  till  the  even- 
ing caiue  on:  this  b^ing  come,  we  ventured  out 

again 
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agaiD;  both  canoes  together  ;  bnt  the  winds  were 
then  fo  high,  that  we  were  forced  to  throw  all  our 
jars  of  water  over-board  to  lighten  our  boats,  other- 
wife  we  had  inevitaWy  perilhed.  I  oi'ght  to  blefs 
almighty  God  for  this  deliverance  ;  for  in  all  humaa 
reafon,  the  leaft  wave  o[  that  temoifi  might  have 
funk  us:  notwiihflanding,  we  came  rl.at  night  to 
our  place  of  harbour,  where  we  expt(^tcd  to  have 
found  our  fliip  (c.JlcJ  Faife  wild  Harbour)  but 
found  her  rxot ;  hereupon,  nor  knun'lng  what  todo^ 
we  went  adiorc,  and  n.aled  up  our  canoes  dry. 
Haviia  done  rl.i?,  we  went  hijher  up  into  the 
ifland,  alon;  -i  ?  iMy,  for  the  fpacc  cA  half  a  mile, 
there  to  clear  i.  iikIvos  of  the  noifcajie'  company  of 
the  fcals,  w?'ich  Mere  very  trouhlcToir.c  o.\  the  (horc. 
Here  we  kini^lcd  a  Hre,  and  dried  Our  cl)ihes,  and 
relied  ourfekes  all  ni^^hr,  though  v.iih  extreme 
hungry  bellie?,  as  having  eaten  very  little  or  nothing 
all  the  day  before.  In  the  fides  of  the  hill,  under 
which  we  lay,  we  obferved  many  holes  like  coney- 
holes  :  thefe  holes  are  the  nefts  and  roofting  places 
of  multitudes  of  birds  that  breed  ia  this  illairf; 
called  by  the  Spaniards  Pardelas.  One  of  thefe 
birds,  as  we  lay  drying  and  warming  ourfeives,  feli 
down  into  our  fire. 

The  next  morning  being  come,  very  early  be- 
fore funrife,  we  went  farther  to  the  northward,  to 
feek  for  our  fhip,  which  we  feared  we  had  loft ;  but 
we  were  not  gone  far,  when  we  efpied  her  at  (^;x. 
Hereupon  we  paffed  a  point  of  lo^id,  and  entered  a 
certain  bay,  which  was  about  a  mile  deep,  and  not 
above  half  a  league  over :  in  this  bay  we  put,  and 
inftantly  made  a  fire,  thereby  to  (hew  the  fliip 
whereabouts  we  were.  Here  we  found  good  wa- 
tering and  wooding  clofe  to  the  fhore.  In  this  bay 
we  alfo  faw  another  fort  of  amphibious  animal, 
which  I  imagined  to  be  the  fame,  that  by  fome  au- 
thors 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucANiERS)  &?r.  of  America^        ig 

thors  IS  called  a  fea-lion:  thefe  aoimals  are  Cx 
times  bigger  tfian  fcals ;  their  heads  are  like  that  of 
ft  lion,  and  they  have  four  fius  not  unlike  a  lortoife  : 
the  hinder  parts  of  thefe  creatures  are  much  like 
fins,  but  are  drawn  after  them,  as  being  uftlefs  upoa 
the  fliore :  they  roared  as  if  they  had  been  lions, 
and  were  full  of  a  (hort  thick  hair,  of  a  moufe-co- 
lour;  but  that  of  the  young  ones  was  fomething 
lighter :  the  old  ones  are  between  twelve  and  four- 
teen feet  long,  and  about  eleven  or  twelve  feet  in 
thicknefs  or  circumference.  A  ftal  is  very  eafity 
killed,  as  we  often  experimented ;  but  two  of  our 
men  with  great  Aones'  could  not  kill  one  of  ihefe 
animals. 

That  day  in  the  afternoon  there  came  a  canoe 
from  on  board  the  fhip,  with  provifions  for  us,  they 
fearing  kft  wc  fliould  be  ftarved :  alfo  the  launch 
came  with  men  to  cut  wood.  They  told  us  that 
the  fliip  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  other  bay,  but 
that  within  half  an  hour  the  cable  broke,  and  they 
were  forced  to  leave  their  anchor  behind  them,  and 
get  out  to  fea  again  :. night  being  come,  we  made 
our  beds  of  fern,  whereof  there  is  great  plenty 
upon  tjiis  ifland  ;  together  with  great  multitudes  of 
trees  like  Englifli  box,  the  which  bore  a  fort  of 
green  berries,  fmelling  like  pimento  or  pepper.  All 
this  day  the  (hip  was  forced  to  ply  off  at  fea,  not 
being  able  to  get  in. 

December  the  30th.  The  morning,  of  this  day 
we  employed  in  filling  water,  and  cutting  down 
wood  z  but  in  the  alternoonj  eight  of  us  eleven 
went  aboard  the  (liip,  all  in  one  and  the  fame  ca- 
noe, fending,  her  a(hore  again  with  provifions  for 
the  men  that  were  there.  This  day  in  like, manner 
we  could  not  get  into  the  harbour,  for  no  fooner 
came  the  fhip  within  land,  but  the  wind  coming 
out  of  the  bay,  blew  us  clear  out  again  :  thus  we 

were 
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were  forced  to  ply  out  all  that  night,  and  great  part 
of  the  following  day. 

Next  day,  having  overcome  all  difficulties  and 
many  dangers,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  after- 
noon, in  fifteen  fathom  water,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
cable's  length  from  (bore.  Here  it  was  obfervable, 
that  we  were  forced  to  keep  men  afhore  on  purpofe 
to  beat  off  the  feals,  while  oar  men  filled  water,  at 
high  water  mark,  becanfe  the  fcals  cp\'et  grcnily  to 
lie  in  frcfli  water.  About  this  ilhmd  fi(h  is  fo  plen- 
tiful, that  in  lefs  than  an  hour's  time  two  men 
caught  enough  for  our  whole  company, 

Saturday,  January  ift,  1680.  This  day  we  pat 
up  a  new  main  rop,  larger  than  the  old  one ;  and 
we  caught  craw-fifti  that  were  bigger  than  our  Eog- 
Hfh  lobfters. 

The  next  day,  being  January  the  2d,  died  a 
chief  man  of  our  company,  whofc  name  wai  Joha 
Hilliard:  this  man,  till  our  weighing  anchor  from 
the  port  of  Coquimbo,  had  been  our  mafter  aH  the 
fpacc  of  this  voyage ;  but  from  that  time  we  chofe 
John  Cox  for  the  ftar-board,  and  John  Fall  for  the 
lar- board  watch  :  he  died  of  the  dropfy.  That 
evening  we  buried  our  dead  companion,  and  gave 
him  a  volley  for  his  funeral,  according  to  the  nfual 
cuftom, 

January  the  3d,  we  had  terrible  gufts  of  wind 
from  the  fhore  every  hour :  this  day  our  pilot  toW 
us,  that  many  years  ago  a  certain  (hip  was  caft  away 
upon  this  ifland,  and  only  one  man  faved,  who  lived 
alone  upon  this  ifland  ^^iq  years  before  any  fhip  came 
this  way  to  carry  him  off.  The  ifland  has  excellent 
laad  in  many  valleys  belonging  thereto:  this  day 
like  wife  we  fetched  our  anchor  which  we  left  in  the 
other  bay,  when  the  fliip  broke  her  cable. 

Tuefday,  January  the  4th,  1680.  This  day  we 
had.fuch  tenrible  flaws  of  wind,  that  the  cable  of  our 

fllip 
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Ihip  broke,  and  we  had  undoubtedly  been  on  fhore, 
bad  not  the  other  held  us  fafl :  at  lad  it  came  home* 
and  we  drove  outwards  :  by  the  way  it  caught  hold 
of  a  rock,  and  heldfome  time,  butatlafl  we  haut^d 
it  up,  and  the  wind  came  with  fo  much  violence^ 
that  the  waves  flew  as  high  as  our  main-top,  and 
made  all  the  water  of  a  foam. 

January  the  5ih.  Notwiihflanding  thefe  great  gufts 
of  wind  had  continued  all  the  night  paft,  yet  this 
day  at  noon  it  was  brave  and  calm..  But  in  the 
morning  tlie  anchor  of  our  fhip  gave  way  again,  and 
we  drove  to  the  eaftward  more  than  half  a  mile,  till 
at  laft  we  happened  to  faften  again  in  the  depth  of 
ijxty  fathom  water.  In  this  bay,  where  we  rid  at 
anchor,  ran  a  violent  current,  fometimes  into,  and 
at  other  times  out  of  the  bay ;  fo  that  all  was  uncer- 
tain with  us:  butourgreateft  difcomfort  was,  that 
our  men  were  all  in  mutiny  againft  each  other,  and 
inuch  divided  among  thcmfelves :  fome  of  them  be- 
ing for  going  home  towards  England,  or  our  fo- 
reign plantations,  and  that  round  about  America 
through  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  as  captain  Saw- 
kins  had  defigned  to  do  ;  others  of  them  being  for 
flaying  longer,  and  fearching  farther  into  thofe  feas, 
till  fuch  time  as  they  had  got  more  money.  This 
day  at  noon  our  anchor  drove  again ;  whereupon, 
to  fecure  us  from  that  dangerous  place,  we  failed 
into  the  weft  bay,  and  anchored  there  in  twenty-five 
fathom  water,  and  moored  ourJhip  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  (hore. 

Thurfday,  January  the  6th.  Our  dilTenfions 
being  now  grown  to  a  great  height,  the  mutineers 
made  a  new  eleftibn  of  a  perfon  to  be  our  chief 
captam  and  commander,  by  virtue  whereof  they 
depofed  captam  Sharp,  whom  they  protefted  they 
would  obey  no  longer :  they  chofc  therefore  one  of 
our-coDJpany,  wh^e  name  was  John  Watling,  to 

command 
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command  in  chief,  he  having  been  an  old  privateer, 
and  gained  the  edeem  of  being  a  ftout  feamaa. 
The  eleftion  being  made,  all  the  reft  were  forced 
to  give  their  affenc  to  it,  and  captain  Sharp  gave  over 
his  command,  whereupon  they  immediately  made 
articles  with  Watling,  and  figned  them. 

The  day  following,  being  the  7th,  we  burnt  and 
tallowed  the  ftar-board  fide  of  our  (hip.  In  this 
bay  we  found  a  crofs  cut  in  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and 
iereral  letters  befides  :  hereupon,  in  another  tree 
up  the  gully,  I  engraved  the  two  firft  letters  of  my 
name,  with  a  crofs  over  them.  This  day  likewife 
Wiiliam  Cook,  fervant  to  captain  Edmund  Cook, 
confefTed  that  his  mafter  had  oftentimes  buggered 
him  in  England,  leaving  his  wife  and  coming  to 
bed  to  him  ;  that  he  had  alfo  done  the  fame  in  Ja- 
maica; and  once  in  thefe  fcas  before  Panama. 
Searching  his  writings,  we  found  a  paper  with  all 
our  names  in  it,  which  it  was  fufpefted  he  defigned 
to  have  given  to  the  Spanifli  prifoners  \  for  thefe 
rcafons,  this  evening  our  captain  thought  it  conve- 
nient to  put  him  in  irons,  which  was  accordingly 
done.  January  the  8ih,  we  finiftied  the  other  fidi 
of  our  (hip. 

Sunday,  January  the  9th.  This  was  the  firft  Sun- 
day that  ever  we  kept  by  command  and  common 
confent,  fioce  the  lofs  and  death  of  our  valiant 
commander  captain  Sawkins,  who  would  tlirow 
the  dice  over-board,  if  he  found  them  in  ufe  on 
ihat  duy. 

January  the  loth,  the  weather  was  very  clear  and 
fettled  again :  we  caught  every  day,  in  this  bay, 
great  plenty  of  fifli ;  and  I  faw  this  day  a  flioal  of 
fi(h  a  nr.ile  ahd  more  long. 

Next  day,  beitg  the  iith,  we  filled  our  water, 
and  carried  our  wqoJ  on  board  the  fnip.  .Our  two 
canoes  went  to  the  other   fide  of  the  ifland  to 

catch 
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<atch  goats ;  for  on  the  .barren  fide  thereof  are 
found  and  caught  the  beft :  and  by  land  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  go  from  one  fide  of  the  ifland  to  the 
other. 

Wednefday^  January  the  12th.  This  morning 
our  canoes  returned  from  catching  of  goats,  firing 
of  guns  as  they  came  towards  us  to  give  us  warn- 
ing :  being  come  on  board,  they  told  us  they  had  ef- 
pied  three  fail  of  (hips,  which  they  conceived  to  be 
men  of  war  coming  about  the  ifland.  Within  half 
an  hour  after  this  notice  given  by  our  boats,  the 
fiiips  came  in  fight  to  leeward  of  the  ifland  ;  here- 
upon we  immediately  flipt  our  cables,  and  put  to 
fea  taking  all  our  men  on  board  that  were  afhore 
at  rliat  tisne;  ©nly  one  William,  a  Mofquito  Indian, 
was  then  left  behind  upon  the  ifland,  becaufe  he 
could  not  be  found  at  this  our  fudden  departure. 
Upon  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez  grow  certain 
trees  called  bilby-trces;  the  tops  of  thcljs  trees 
we  ufed  as  we  do  cabbage  in  England :  here  fifli 
abounds  in  fuch  quantities,  that  on  the  furface  of 
the  water,  I  have  taken  fifli  with  a  bare  hook : 
abundance  of  fifli  is  taken  here  of  20  poixnds  weight ; 
the  fmalleft  that  is  taken  being  almofl  two  pounds  : 
very  good  timber  For  building  of  houfes,  and  other 
ufes,  is  likewife  found  upon  this  ifland.  It  is  dif- 
tant  from  the  main  continent  the  fpace  of  ninety  five 
leagues,  or  thereabouts,  being  fituate  in  33  deg. 
40  S.  The  plats  of  the  iflands  lie  N.  W.  'and 
S.  E. 

Being  got  out  of  the  bay,  we  flood  off  to  .fea, 
and  kept  to  windward  as  clofe  as  we  could.  The 
biggefl  of  thefe  Spanifti  men  of  war,  for  fuch  they 
proved  to  be,  was  of  the  burthen  of  800  tons,  and 
was  called  El  Santo  Chriflo,  being  mounted  with 
12  guns :  the  fecond,  named  San  Francifco,  carried 
6co  tons,  and  10  guns:   the  third  carried  350 

tons. 
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tons,  whofe  name  I  have  forgot.  As  foon  as  ihey 
faw  us,  they  inAantly  put  out  their  bloody  flags ; 
and  wc,  to  (hew  them  that  we  were  not  as  yet 
daunted,  did  the  fame  with  ours:  we  kept  clofc 
under  the  wind,  and  were,  to  confefs  the  truth, 
very  unwilling  to  fight  ihem^  by  reafon  ihey  kept 
all  in  a  knot  together,  and  we  could  not  fingle  out 
any  one  of  them  from  the  reft ;  efpecially  confider- 
ing,  that  our  prefent  commander  Watling  had 
(hewed  himfelf  at  their  appearance  to  be  faint- 
hearted. As  for  the  Spaniards  themfelvcs,  they 
might  have  eafily  come  to  us,  by  reafon  we  lay  by 
feveral  times.;  but  undoubtedly  they  were  cowardly 
given,  and  peradventure  as  unwilling  to  engage  us, 
as  we  were  to  engage  them. 

The  day  following,  bung  Jan uaiy  the  13th,  In 
the  morning,  we  could  fee  one  of  the  afore-men- 
tioned men  of  war,  under  the  leeward  fide  of  the 
ifland ;  and  we  believed  that  the  reft  were  at  an- 
chor thereabouts. 

At  noon  that  day  we  ftood  in  towards  the  iflan^, 
making  as  if  we  intended  to  be  with  them;  'but  in 
the  afternoon  our  commander  propounded  the  quef- 
tion  to  us.  Whether  we  were  willing,  now  that  they 
fleet  was  to  windward,  to  bear  away  from  them? 
to  this  we  all  agreed  with  one  confent :  and  here* 
upon,  night  being  come,  with  a  frtfh  wind  at  S.  S. 
E  we  ftood  away  N..  E.  by  N.  and  gave  them  hand- 
fomely  the  fl^ip,  after  having  out  braved  them  that 
day,  and  the  day  before. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.    xvr. 

irhe  Bucaniers  depart  from  the  ijle  of  Juan  Fer^ 
tiandez  U  that  of  Tqueqite,  They  take  feveral 
pr'ifonersy  and  get  intelligence  of  the  pofture  of 
affairs  at  Arka.  Cruelty  to  one  of  the  prtfonerSf 
ivho  had  rightly  informed  them.  They  attempt 
Arita  afecond  time,  and  take  the  town,  but  are 
heat  en  out  of  it  again  without  plunder^  and  with 
a  great  lofs  <f  men^  many  of  them  being  killed^ 
wounded^  or  taken  prifoners.  Captain  IVatling 
their  chief  commander  is  killed  in  this  attack,  and 
captain  Sharp  prefently  chofen  ^Z^^n^  '^ho  leads 
them  off,  and  through  many  difficulties  makes  a 
bold^retreat  to  thefhip. 

O  AVING  Kd  our  enctTMes  adieu,  as  was  faiJ  in  the 
•*^  precedent  chapter,  the  next  morning  being  Ja* 
inuary  the  14th,  we  bore  N.  E.  We  reckoned  this 
day  a  N.  N.  E.  one  quarter  S.  way,  and  by  it, 
thirty  leagues.  We  were  fottr  leagues  caft ward  froih 
the  ifle  of  Juan  Fernandez,  when  I  took  our-  de«- 
f  arturc. 

Saturday,  January  the  1 5th,  we  had  hazy  wea- 
ther :  this  day  we  made  by  a  N,  E.  by  N.  way> 
eleven  leagues.  The  fame  hazy  weather  continued 
the  1 6th;  but  about  (en  m  the  morning  we  had  a 
perfeft  calm :  our  reckoning  was  a  N.  E.  by  N. 
.way,  and  thirty-fix  leagues. 
.  On  the  17th,  we  had  a  foft  gale,  and  a  clear  obr 
fervation ;  we  found  by  it  lat.  28  deg.  47  S.  eafting 
feventy  leagues.  The  next  day  we  had  Mewife  a 
clear  day,  and  we  reckoned  by  a  N.  E.  by  N.  way^ 
thbty-one  leagues ;    by  obfervation  lat.   27   deg. 

Wednefday,  January  the  ipth,  we  bad  a  cleav 
VoulL  B  day. 
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day,  as  before,  and  reckoned  a  N  E.  by  N,  way:, 
and  thirty- five  leagues  and  two  iWrds  ;  by  obfer- 
•vation  we  took  Lit.  25  dcg.  o  S  This  day  we 
put  up  our  top-gallant  malls  an^l  f.nlo,  which  wc 
i)«nd  taken  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernimc'z,  when 
we  thought  to  have  gone  directly  from  thence  for 
the  ftreights  of  Magellan.  But  now  our  refolu- 
tions  were  changed,  ajid  our  courfe  was  bent  for 
AHca,  that  rich  place,  the  fecond  time,  to  try  what 
good  we  could  do  upon  it  by  another  attempt,  in 
order  to  the  making  our  fortunes  there :  in  the  even- 
ing we  faw  land  at  a  great  diftance. 

January  the  ^oth.  About  midnight  part  we  had 
a  fmall  land  wind  thatfprangup  and  reached  us;  at 
break  of  day  we  could  defcry  land  again,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  nine  or  ten  leagues.  This  day 
was  very  hot  and  calm,  eafting  ninety-two  leagues. 

On  the  21ft,  we  had  very  little  wind,  and  aH 
along  as  wc  went  we.  could  defcry  a  barren  high 
land.  Wc  failed  N.  by  E%  and  N.  N.  E.  along  the 
caift  of  the  continent. 

Saturday  the  aid,  we  had  very  hot  weathers 
this  day  wc  failed  N.  and  N.  by  E.  and  looked  out 
continually  for  the  ifland  of  Yqucquc,  which  otn: 
pilot  told  us  wag  hereabouts :  we  kept  a  juft  dirtancc  * 
from*  the  land,  for  fear  of  being  dcfcricd  by  the 
enemy. 

The  day  following,  Sunday  the  23d,  we  failed 
in  like  manner  N.  N.  E.  along  the  coaft,  which 
feems  to  be  very  full  of  bays  hereabouts.  By  ob« 
iervation  ^s  day  we  took  lat.  21  deg.  49  S. 

Monday,  January  the  24th.  This  day  we  had 
iin  indifHrcnt  gale  of  wind,  and  we  flood  N.  and 
by  E.  the  wind  being  S.  S.  E.  We  found  latitude 
by  obfervaticn  21  deg.  2  8.  our  whole  carting  be- 
ing nine- two  leagues  and  an  half.  In  the  afternoon 
icaptaia  Watling  our  commander^  and  twenty-five 

mea 
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men  more,  departed  from  the  fhip  in  two  cinocs, 
with  defign  to  feck  for  and  take  the  ifljnd  of 
Yqucque,  and  there  to  get  intelligence  of  the  pof- 
tiire  of  affairs  at  Arica  :  we  were  at  the  dilhnce  of 
twelve  leagues  from  fliore,  when  they  went  from 
the  (hip. 

The  next  day,  by  a  clear  obfervation,  we  found 
lat.  20  deg.  40  S.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  re^ 
turned  one  of  our  canoes,  bringing  word  that  they 
could  not  find  the  IflanJ,  though  they  had  feaichel 
for  it  very  diligently.  At  night  came  the  other» 
being  brought  back  by  a  wrong  fign  given  us  by 
the  firft  canoe.  This  fecond  canoe  had  lande4 
upon  the  continent,  and  there  found  a  track,  the 
which  they  followed  for  fome  fpace :  here  we  found 
a  dead  whale,  with  whofc  bones  the  fpaniards  had 
built  a  hut,  and  fet  up  a  crofe  ;  there  lay  alfo  many 
picces-of  broken  jars.  They  obferved  likewife,  that 
hereabouts,  upon  the  coafts,  are  many  bays,  good 
hnding  and  anchoring  for  (hips.  That  evening, 
about  feven  o'clock,  a  frefligang  went  from  the  (hip 
to  feek  the  fame  ifland;  mean  while  we  lay  be- 
calmed all  nighty  driving  about  a  league  to  lee- 
ward. 

Wedncfday,  January  the  26th,  we  had  cRtreme 
hot  weather :  this  day  the  Spanifti  pilot  told  us, 
that  on  the  continent  over  againft  us,  a  very  little 
way  within  the  land,  arc  very  rich.mines  of  fllver; 
but  that  the  Spaniards  dared  not  open  them,  (ov  fear 
of  an  invafion  from  the  enemy.  We  failed  north, 
at  the  diftanceof  about  twoi*leagues- from  fhore:  at 
noon  we  had  an  obfervntion,  and  found  lat.  20  deg. 
ai  S.  At  four  o'clock  \vc  faw  a  fmoke  made  by  our 
our  men,  clofe  by  a  white  clifT,  which  proved  10  be 
the  illand.  Hereupon,  we  immediately  fenf  away 
another  canoe  with  more  men,  to  fupply  them  in 
their  attempts  :  but  in  the  mean  whil^  die  fiiil  ca- 
B  2  noe. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Hi  The  HISrORT^f  tU 

iioe,  ^hich  left  us  id  the  evening  before,  came 
Aboard,  bringing  with  ihem  four  prifooers,  two  old 
vh'ite  aien»  and  two  Indians. 

The  other  canoe,'  which  fet  ont  laft,  brought 
back  molafles,  fifh,  and  two  jars  of  wine.  To 
'Windward  of  the  tsAA  iiland  is  a  fmall  village  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  houfcs,  having  a  fmall  chapel 
near  it»  built  of  fione,  and  for  ornament  fake,  it  is 
ftuck  full  of  hides,  or  (kins  of  feals.  They  found 
about  fifty  p^ple  in  this  hamlet,  but  ihe  greatcft 
])art  of  them  made  their  efcape  at  the  arrival  of  the 
<anoe.  To  this  ifland  barks  frequently  come  from 
Arica  (which  is  but  at  a  little  diftance)  to  fetch 
day,  of  which  they  have  already  carried  away  a 
confidcraWe  quantity.  The  poor  Indians,  natives 
of  this  iflaod,  are  forced  to  bring  all  the  fre(h  wa- 
ter they  ufe  full  eleven  kagues  from  thence,  that  is, 
from  a  river  named  Camarones,  to  leeward  of  the 
ifland.  The  bark  wherein  thqr  tifcd  to  bring  it, 
was  then  gone. for  water,  when  our  men  landed 
upon  the  place.  The  fuiface  of  this  ifland  is  all 
over  white,  but  the  bowels  are  of  a  reddifh  fort  of 
earth.  From  the  (hore  is  fcen  a  great  path  leading 
over  the  mountains  into  the  country.  The  Indians 
of  this  ifland  love  to  eat  a  fort  of  leaves  that  are 
in  tafte  much  like  our  bay  leaves  in  lEngland  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  their  teeth  are  died  of  a  green  colour, 
by  the  continual  ufe  thereof.  The  inhabitants  go 
(lark  naked,  and  are  a  very  robuft  and  ftrong  peo- 
ple; notwithflanding  they.  live  more  like  beafls 
than  men. 

Thurfday,  January'thc  27th.  This  morning, 
on  board  the  (hip,  we  examined  one  of  the  old 
men  who  were  taken  prifeners  upon  the  ifland  tlie 
day  before  ;  but  finding  him  in  many  lyes,  as  we 
thought,  concerning  Arica,  our  commander  ordered 
him  to  be  (hot  to  death,  ^¥hich  was  ^accordingly 

done. 
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dbne.  Our  old  commander,  captaia  Sharp,  was 
much  troubled  in  his  mind,  and  diflatisfied  at  this 
cruelty  and  ra(h  proceeding ;  ivhcrcnpoa  he  oppofed 
ic  as  much  as  he  could  ;  but  feeing  he  could  not 
prevail,  he  took  water  and  wafhed  his  hands,  lay- 
ing, *  Gentlemen,  I  am  clear  of  the  blood  of  thi* 
■  old  man ;  and  I  will  warrant  yon  a  hot  day  for  this- 
*  piece  of  cruelty,  whenever  we  come  to  fight  at 
'  Arica' ;  which  fcU  out  accordingly,  as  you  wilt 
fee  hereafter. 

The  other  old  man  being  under  examination,  in*' 
formed  us,  that  the  ifland  of  Yqueque  before  men-^ 
tioned  belonged  to  the  governor  of  Arica,  who  was 
proprietor  thereof ;.  and  that  he  allowed  thefe  mea« 
a  little  wine,  and  other  neceflfarics,  to  live  upon  fop 
their  fuftcnance.  That  he  himfelf  had  the  fuper- 
intendance  of  forty  or  fifty  of  tlic  governor's  flavesv 
who  caught  filh  and  dried  it,  for  the  profit  of  the 
faid  governor;  and  he  fold'  It  afterwards  to  the  in- 
land towns^  and  reaped  a  confiderable  benefit  there- 
by. That  by  a  letter  received  from  Arica,  eight 
days  ago,  they  underAood  there  was  then  in  the 
harbour  of  Arfca.  thrct  fhips  from  Chili,  and  one 
bark.  That  they  had  raifed  there  a  fortification 
mounted  with  twelve  copper  guns  ;  but  that  when 
we  were  there  before,  they  had  conveyed  out  of  the 
town  to  the  neighbouring  flations,  all  their  plate^ 
gold,  and  jewels,  burying  it  in  the  ground,  and 
otherwife  concealing  it ;  which,  whether  it  were 
now  brought  again  or  not,  he  could  not  tell.  Thar 
there  were  two  great  places,  the  one  at  ten,  the 
other  at  twenty-five  leagues  diftance  from  Arica, 
where  lay  all  their  ftrengih  and  treafure.  That  the* 
day  before  had  palled  a  poil  to  declare  our  having 
been  at  Coquimbo.  That  the  embargo  laid  on  all 
vefTels  going  to  the  northward  was  now  taken  off;, 
fa  that  a  free  paflage  was  allowed  them.  That  by 
B3  land! 
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]and  it  was  impoffible  to  go  from  hence  to  Arica  la 
kfs  than  fouf  or  hvc  days,  forafmnch  as  they  miift 
prry  water  for  themfdves  and  horfcs  for  the  whole 
jburney.  Laftly,  that  ihofe  arms  that  were  bronght 
from  iima  to  Arica,  as  was  mentioned  above,  were 
now  carried  from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres.  All  thefe 
things  plcafed  us  mighty  well.  But  however, 
captain  Sharp  was  ftill  much  diflatisfied  at  our 
Ihooting  the  old  man  :  for  he  had  given  us  a 
very  true  information,  namely,  that  Arica  was  very 
Well  foiiiHed,  and  much  better  than  before;  but 
Our  misfortune  was,  that  we  looked  upon  his  infor- 
mation as  a  tjjck  only. 

The  leaves  of  which  we  made  mention  above,  are 
brought  down  to  this  ifland  in  whole  bales,  and  thca 
diftrib\?tcd  to  the  Indians  by  a  fhort  allowance  given 
to  each  man.  This  day  we  had  very  hot  weather 
and  a  S.  W.  fea.  By  obfervation  we  found  latitude 
20  deg,  13  S,  Befides  the  things  above-mentioned, 
^ur  prifoners  informed  vB,  that  at  Arica  the  Spani- 
ards had  built  a  breaft-work  round  about  the  town, 
and  one  alfo  in  every  ftreet,  that  in  cafe  one  end  of 
it  Were  taken,  they  might  be  able  to  defend  the 
other.  We  ilood  off  and  in  for  the  grcateft  part  of 
the  day.  In  the  afternoon  wc  were  eight  leagues 
and  a  half  from  fliorc,  with  a  frefti  wind.  That 
morning  we  took  the  bark  that  was  at  the  river  of 
Camaroncs  to  fill  water  for  the  ifland. 

Friday,  January  the  28th.  Laft  night  about  mid» 

night  we  left  the  /hip,  and  put  ourfelves  aboard  the 

bark  before-mentioned,  the  launch,  and  four  canots 

with  defigrt  to  take  Arica  by  furprizal.    We  rowed 

'  and  failed  all  night,  making  in  for  the  fhore. 

Saturday,  January  the  29th.  About  break  of  day 
we  got  under  fliore,  and  there  hid  ourfelves  amon>» 
the  rocks  all  day,  fearing  left  we  fliould  be  defcried 
by  the  enemy  before  we  came  to  Arica.    At  this 

time 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucAKiERs,  iSc.  of  America.        31 

tiine  we  were  about  five  leagues  to  fomhward  of  itf 
near  Quebrada  de  Saa  Vitor.  Night  being  come,  \vc 
sowed  away  from  thedce^ 

Sunday,  January  the  30th,  1680.  This  day,  ia 
the  morning  nbout  fun-rife,  we  landed  amongflfome 
vockd,  at  thediftancc  of  four  miles,  or  thereabout, 
IQ  the  fouihward  from  Ai  ica.  We  ptit  on  ihore  fa 
ajl  nincty-t\VQ  men,  the  reft  remaining  in  the  boats 
to  keep  and  defend  them  from  being  furprized  by 
the  enemy,  to  the  intent  we  might  leave  behiui 
08  a  fafe  retreat  in  cafe  of  neccffiiy.  With  thefe 
men  we  left  Ibrift  qrders,  that  if  we  made  one  fmokc 
from  the  town  or  adjoining  fields,  they  (hould  come 
after  us  towards  the  harbour  of  Arica  with  one 
<;aooe ;  but  in  qafe  we  made  two,  that  they  fhoali 
brtng  all  away,  leaving  only  fifflsen  men  in  the  bc^t*?. 
As  we  n^rchod  from  our  landing  place  towards  the 
town,  wc  mounted  a  very  fteep  hill,  and  faw  from 
thence  no  men,  nor  forces  of  the  enemy  ;  which 
^ufed  us  to  hope  we  were  not  as  yet  defcried,  and 
that  wc  Qioald  wholly  furprize  them.  But  when  we 
were  come  about  half  way  to  the  town,  we  fpieJ 
three  horfemei,  who  mounted  the  Look-out  hill ; 
and  f.^ng  us  upon  our  march,  they  rid  down  full 
fpeed  to  the  city,  to  give  notice  of  our  approach. 
Our  commander,  Watling,  chofe  out  forty  of  our 
number  to  attack  the  foit,*  and  fen t  us  away  firil 
thitherwards,  the  reft  being  defigned  for  the  town. 
We  that  were  appointed  for  the  fort  had  ten  hand- 
granadoes  among  us>  when  we  gave  the  afTault,  and 
with  (hem,  as  well iis  with  our  other  arms,  we  at- 
tacked the  caftie,  and  exchanged  feveral  fhot  with 
our  enemies.  But  at  laft,  feeing  our  main  body  in 
danger  of  being  over-borne  with  the  number  of  our 
enemies,  we  gave  over  that  attempt  on  the  fort,  and 
ran  down  in  a^l  hafte  to  the  valley  to  help  and  afTift: 
B  4  them 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


32         fBe  HISrORT  c/  the 

them  ia  the  fight.  Here  the  battle  wasTery  defperate^ 
and  they  killed  three,  and  wounded  tMomoreof  oor 
men  from  their  outworks  before  we  could  gain  txpoa> 
them.  But  our  rage  mcreafing  with  our  wounds, 
we  ftill  advanced,  and  at  la  ft  beat  the  enemy  out  of 
all,  and  filled  every  flrcet  in  the  city  with  dead  bo-^ 
dies.  The  enemy  made  feveral  retreats  to  feveral 
phices,  from  one  breafi-work  ta  another,  and  we  hact 
not  a  fufficient  number  of  men  wherewithal  to  man* 
all  places,  taken.  Inforauch,  that  we  had  no  foooer 
beat  them  out  of  one  place,  but  they  came  ^mother 
way,  and  manned  it  again  with  new  forces  and  frefbt 
men. 

We  took  in  every  place  where  we  vanquifhed  the 
enemy,  a  great  number  of  prifoncrs,*  more  indeed, 
than  peradventnre  we  ought  to  have  done,  or  Wfr 
knew  well  whtit  to  do  withal^  they  being  too  many. 
for  fuch  a  fmall  body  as  ours  was  to  manage.  Thefe 
p  ifoncis  informed  us,  that  we  had  been  deicriedno^ 
kfs  than  three  days  before  from  theidandof  Yqueque, 
whereby  they  were  in  expectation  of  our  arrival  every 
hour,  knowing  we  had  Aill  a  defign  to  make  a  to^ 
cond  attempt  upon  that  place.  That  into  the  city 
were  come  400  foldiers  from  Lima,  the  which,  be* 
fides  their  own,  had  brought  700  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
the  country  people,  and  that  in  the  town  they  had 
<k>o  armed  men,  and  in  the  fort  300. 

Being  now  in  pofTeflion  of  the  city,  or  the  greateft 
pirt  thereof,  we  fent  to  the  fort»  commanding  theift 
to  furrender  :  but  they  would  not  fend  us  any 
anfwer.  Hereupon  we  advanced  towards  it,  and 
gave  it  a  fecond  attack>  wherein  we  perfifted  very 
v^oroufly  for  a  long  time.  Being  not  able  to  carry 
it,  we  got  upon  the  top  of  a  houfe  that  flood  near  i^ 
and  from  thence  fired  down  into  thcfort,  killing  Biany 
of  their  men,  and  wounding  them  at  our  eafe  and 
jHeafore.  But  while  we  werebufied  in  this  attack,  the 

reft 
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reflf  of  the  enemy's  forces  had  taken  again  feveral 
pofts  of   the  town,  and  began  to  furround  us  ia 
great  numbers,  with  de/ign  to  cut  us  oiT  Hereupon 
Drc  were  conflraincd  to  dcfift  the  fecpnd  time,  as  be- 
fbre,  from  af&uhing  the  fort,  and  make  head  again(V 
them.     This  we  had  no  fooner  done,    but  their 
numbers  and  vigour  increafing  every  nwment;  we 
fbund  oarfelves  to  be  overpowered,  and  ccmfcquently 
we  thought  it  convenient  to  retreat  to  the  place  where 
bur  wounded  men  were  under  the  hands  of  our 
fiirgeoos,  that  is  to  fay,  our  hofpital.    At  this  time 
our  new  commander,   captaio  Wailing,  both  our 
quarter- maftcrs,  and  a  great  many  more  of  our  men 
were  killed,  bdides  thofe  that  were  wounded  and 
difabled  fif^om  fighting.    So  that  now  the  enemy 
rallying  agaioit  us,  and  beating  us  from  place  to  place, 
we  were  in  a  very  diftfa^led  condition,  and  in  more 
iNcelihood  to  perifh  every  man  than  efcape  the  bloodi* 
nefs  of  that  day.     Now  we  found  the  words  of' 
captain  Sharp  true,  being  all  very  fenfibte  that  we ' 
had  a  day  too  hot  for  us,  after  that  cruel  heat  in 
mting  and  murdering  in  cold  blood  the  old  Meftifo 
Indian,  whom  we  had  taken  prifoner  at  Yqueque^  a»> 
we  mentioned  heforel: 

Being  furrounded  With  difficulties  on  all  fldcs/and ' 
in  great  djfdrder,  having  no  body  to  give  orders'^ 
what  was  to  b<:d6ne,  we  were  glad  to  hove  oifr  eyes 
upon  our  good  old  commander,  captain  Bar tholo- - 
mew  Sharp,  and  beg  of  him  very  camefMy  to  com*'- 
miferate  our  condition,  and  carry  us  off.     It  was  a  ^ 
great  while  before  he  would  take  any  notice  x)f  ^our  ' 
requeft^  fo  much  was  hb  difpleafed  with  thefcHincr 
mutiny  of  our  people  againft  hlm/ali  which  had 
been  occafioned'by  the  inftlgadon-  rf '  Mr.  Cook^ 
But  Sharp  is  a  man  of  an  undaunted  courage,'  and  ex<^ 
cellent  conduft,   not  fearing  the  leaft  to  look  aa» 
iafulting  enemy  in  the  face^  and  a  pcrfoo  that  knows  ^ 
BS.  boOx^ 
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both  the  theory  and  praftice  of  navigation  as  well  a» 
mofl  do.  Hereupon  at  our  earneft  requeft  and  peti- 
tion he  took  upon  him  the  command  in  chief  again, 
and  began  to  diflribute  his  orders  for  our  (Iifety.  He 
would  have  brought  off  our  furgeons,  but  they  hav- 
ing bepn  drinking  while  we  artaulted  the  fort,  would 
noi  come  with  us  when  they  were  called.  They 
killed  and  look  of  our  number  twenty  eight  men, 
befides  eighteen  that  we  brought  off,  who  were 
defperately  wounded.  At  this  time  we  were  all  ex- 
treme faint  for  want  of  water  and  viftuals,  whereof 
we  had  none  all  that  day ;  we  were  likewife  almofl 
choaked  >vith  the  duft  of  the  town,  being  fo  much 
iJiifed  by  the  work  that  their  guns  had  made,  that 
wc  could  fcarce  fee  each  other.  They  beat  us  out 
of  the  town,  and  then  followed  us  into  the  Savan- 
has,  or  open  fields,  ftill  charging  as  fall  as  they  could. 
But  when  they  faw  that  we  rallied  again,  refolved  lo 
die  one  by  another,  they  ran  from  us  into  the  town, 
and  flieltered  themfelves  under  their  breaft-works. 
Thus  we  retreated  in  as  good  order  as  we  pcffibly 
could  obferve  in  that  confufion.  But  their  horfemea 
followed  us  as  we  retired,  and  fired  at  us  all  the  way, 
though  they  would  not  come  within  the  reach  of 
our  guns,  for  theirs  reached  farther  than  ours,  and 
out-(hot  us  above  one  third.  We  took  the  fca  fide 
for  our  greater  fecurity  >  which  when  the  enemy  faw, 
they  betook  themfelves  to  the  hills,  rolling  dowa 
great  ftones,  and  whole  rocks  to  dcftroy  us.  Mean 
while  thofe  of  the  town  examined  our  furgeons,  an  J 
other  men  whom  they  had  made  prifoners.  Thefe 
gave  them  our  figns  that  we  had  left  to  our  boats 
that  were  behind  us,  fo  that  they  immediately  blew 
up  two  fires,  which  were  perceived  by  the  canoes^ 
This  was  the  grcateft  of  our  dangers.  For  had  we 
not  come  at  that  in(\ant  that  we  did  to  the  fea  fide^ 
bur  boats  had  been  gone,  they  being  alceady  under 
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fiu>y  and  w«  (lad  inevitably  periflied  every  oian. 
Thus  we  pert  off  ifrom  fbe  (here,  and  got  on  board 
about  ten  at  night,  having  been  iovolv^  ip  a  bloody 
$ght  with  the  enemy  all  that  day. 

CHAP.  xvn. 

^  deferiptim  of  th4  bay  of  Arica.  They  fail  from 
hence  U  the  port  of  GuafcOy  ivhere  they  get  pro^ 
.v^of}S»  Defcription  of  the  fedd  port.  They  land 
again  at  Hilo  to  revenge  the  former  affronts ^  and 
t^  what  they  could  find, 

C\^  R  attempt  at  Arica  bc^tcg  over,  January  xx\u 
^^  we  plied  to  and  fro  in  the  fight  of  the  port, 
to  fee  if  thcy.wdold  fend  out  the  three  (hips  we  had 
feen  ia  the  h^boui*  to  fight  u«  :  for  upon  them  we 
hoped  to  revenge  fbe  defeat  and  difappointment  we 
had  received  at  the  town  the  day  before.  But  our 
expectations  in  this  point  alfo  were  fruftrated,  for 
not  ojie  of  thcfe  vcflfels  pfE^rcd  to  ftir. 

T^e  boufes  of  ibis  town  of  Arica  are  not  above 
elevea  feet  high,  as  being  built  of  earth,  and  not  of 
jbrick  w  timber.  The  town  itfelf  is  four-fquare, 
^nd  at  one  corner  Aands  the  caftle,  which  may  eafily 
be  CQmmaodedy.even  with  fmall  arms,  from  the  hifl 
which  lies  clofe  to  it.  This  place  is  iHe  embarcadero, 
or  port-town  ol  all  tKe  mineral  towns  that  lie  here- 
abouts, aad  hence  is  fetched  all  the  plate  that  is 
carried  to  Linvi,  the  head  city  of  Peru*. 

On  Tuefday,  Februaiy  the  ift,  we  had  a  clear 
0bferva(4on/  and  by  it  we  found  lat.  19  deg.  6  S, 
This  day  we  fliared  the  old  remains  of  oitr  plate 
taken  in  fome  of  our  fc^-mer  booties.  Our  ihares 
^iBQUnted  only  to  thirty-feveo  pifeces  oC  eight  each 
l&ao. 

E.(>  N.  & 
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N.  B.  Here  /would  have  my  reader  to  take  nottte', 
that  from  this  day  forwards  Ikeptncrconftant'Dxzry  or 
Journal,  is  I  had  done  before^  at  leaft  for  fame  con* 
Jlderable  Jpace  qfttme^  as  youfbailfee  hereafter  :  taj 
J^feafe  and  ficknefs  at  fea  being  the  occ'fion  of  inter* 
witting  what  I  had  never  faikd  to  do  in  all  the  courfe 
cf  this  voyage  till  now ;  only  fomefew  memonmdumSt 
as  my  weaknefs  gave  leave,  I  now  and  then  com^ 
mitted  to  paper,  the  which  IJball  give  you  as  I  find 
-  them,  towards  the  continuance  of  this  hi/lory.  Thus  : 

Monday,  February  the  14th.  This  night,  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  WiUiam  Cook  died  on 
Aboard  onr  (hip,  who  was  fervant  to  captain  Edmund 
Cook,  of  whom  mention  hath  been  made  in  thb 
journal :  he  defifted  not,  even  at  his  laft>  to  accnfe 
his  mafter  of  buggering  him,  as  before  was  related : 
moreover,  that  his  m^er  fhould  fay,   *  It  was  00 

*  fin  to  ileal  from  us,  who  tliought  it  none  to  rob  the 

•  Spaniards." 

February  the  i6tb,  1680.  This  day  we  found 
corfelves  in  lat.  27  deg.  30  fouth.  We  had  a  coo- 
ftant  breeze  at  S.  £.  and  S.  S.  E.  fUfi  we  got  about 
200  leagues  from  land  ;  then  at  the  ecltpfe  of  the 
moon,  we  had  a  calm  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
then  a  breeze  at  north  for  two  day*f  rfter  which 
we  had  a  calm  again  for  two  or  three  days  more. 

March  the  I'ft,  we  found  latitude  by  obfervation 
34  deg.  I  fouth.  At  this  time  begins  the  dirty 
weather  in  thefe  leas«  We  lay  under  a  pair  of 
courier  the  wind  being  at  S.  E.  and  £.  S.  E.  with 
a  very  great  fea  at  S,  S.  E. 

March  the  3d,  all  hands  wefe  called  up,  and  a 
•  council  held ;  wherein,  confidering  it  Was  now  dirty 
weather,  and  late  in  the  year,  we  bore  Up  the  helm, 
and  refolved  togo  to  the  main- for  water^  and  thenoe 
to  leeward,  and  fo  march  over  land  towards  home, 
4)r  at  leaft  to  the  north  fea  :  but  God  diverted  us 
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firom  followiDg  this  refolation,  as  you  fiiall  hear 
hereafter :  we  being  thus  determined  that  day,  wc 
ftood  N.  E.  with  a  ftrong  wind  at  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E. 

March  the  5thj  died  our  Coquimbo  Indian.  The 
7th  we  had  a  weftwind^  our  courfe  being  E.  by 
N.  Tl>e  8th  of  the  faid  month  we  were  put  to 
an  allowance,  having  only  one  cake  of  bread  a  day. 
March  the  loth,  we  had  a  ftrong  fouth  wind. 

March  the  i2tb,  we  fell  in  with  the  main  land;* 
fomething  to  leeward   of  Coquimbo,   within  the 
iiltnd  of  Paxaros,  arc  double  lands,  in  whofe  valleys 
are  fires  for  mdting  of  copper,  with  which  metal 
thcfe  hills  abound.  OfF  to  fca  board  is  a  rocky  land,. 
and  wUhin  faiidy.     About  the  diftance  of  eight 
leagues  to  leeward  is  a  rocky  point,  with  feveral. 
keys  or  rocks  about  it :  about  half  a  mile  to  leeward  '• 
of  this  point  turns  in  the  port  of  Guafco;  right 
agpinft  the  anchoring  are  three  rocks  clofe  under  thoa 
(bore. 

Being  arrived  here,  we  landed  threefcore  men  df 
our  company,  with  defign  to  get  provifions,  or  any 
thing  We  could  purchafe.  The  people  of  the 
country  ran  all  away  as  foon  as  they  fiw  us.  There 
was  buildrng  on  the  (bore,  in  this  port,  a  fire- bark 
of  fixteen  or  eighteen  tons  burthen,  with  a  cock- 
boat belonging  to  it.  We  took  one  Indian  prifoner, 
and  with  him  went  up  the  fpace  of  fix  or  fcven  miles 
into  the  country,  to  an  Indian  town  of  three  or 
fourfcore  houfes ;  from  thence  we  came  back  to  the 
church,  which  is  about  four  miles  from  the  fea  fide, 
and  lodged  there  all  night.  Here  are  multitudes  of 
good  (beep  and  goats  in  the  country  adjoining  to  this 
port,  and  it  is  watered  with  an  excellent  frcSi  water 
river;  but  the  getting  of  water  is  very  difficult,  the 
banks  being  very  high,  or  otherwife  inacceffible : 
however,  we  made  a  fhift  to  get  in  five  hundred  jars 
iA  water ;  fttrthermore,  wc  brought  away  one  bun* . 
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dred-nnd-twenty  (Keep,  and  /ourfcore  goatr^  witb 
which  ftcck  we  vidluailcd  oyr  veflel  for, a  while:  as 
.  for  oxen,  they  had  driven  them  away  fartlier  up 
into  the  country.  The  jurifdiftion  of  Guafco  itfelf 
H  governed  by  a  tcniente  or  deputy  governor,  and  a 
friar,  and  is  in  fubjeftion  to  the  city  of  la  Serena 
abo\'e-mentipned,  as  having  a  dcpendijnce  thereupon : 
here  grows  both  corn,  peafe,  beans,  and  feveral 
other  fprts  of  grain ;  and  for  fruits,  this  place  is 
not  inferior  to  Coquimbo.  Here  wc  found  likcwifi: 
g  mill  to  grind  corn,  and  about  two  huadredbuQiela 
thereof  ready  ground,  the  which  we,  cooveyed  on 
board  our  fliip.  Every  houfe  of  any  account  hath 
tranches  of  water  running  through  their  yards  or 
courts.  The  inhabitants  had  hid  thtir  wine,  and 
the  bed  of  their  goods,  as  plate  and  jewels,  having 
dekricd  us  at  fca  before  our  landing;  fo  that  our 
booty  here,  be  fides  proviHons,  was  incoafiderabie : 
however,  we  caught  fotne  few  fowls,  and  cat  ^\'c  or 
fix  (heep,  and  likcwifc  a  great  hog  which  tafted  very 
like  our  Englifli  pork.  The  hilis  are  all  barren,  fix 
ihat  the  country  that  beareih  fruit,  is  only  an  ex- 
cellent valley,  being  four  tim9s  as  bixxid  as-  that  of 
Hilo  above-mentioned.  Thcfe  people  of  Guafca 
fcrve  the  town  of  Coquimbo  with  many  forts  of 
provifions.  We  g  ive  the  Indian,  whom  we  had  raken^ 
his  liberty,  and  1  took  the  port  of  Guafco  thus. 

Tuefday,  March  the  15th,  1680.  This  mforning 
we  departed  from  i  he  poK  of  Guafco  afore-mentioned, 
with  very  litde.  wind,  having  done  jaothing  confi* 
derable  there,  except  only  the  taking  in  the  tew  pro- 
Tifijns  above  related  :  we  were  bent  therefore  tofeeJc 
greater  matters,  having  met  with  ill  fuccefs  in  moft 
of-  our  attempts,  hitherto* 

We  had  now  very  dark  weather  all  along  the  coaffc 
Idarch  tti6  2xft,    we  were  weA  from  the  bay  of 
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IrfeKellones :  the  point  of  this  bay,  oae  league  up 
Wards,  leprefcnts  a  fuger-loaf  exafliy. 

March  the  2?d.  This  day  our  boats  and  canoes 
went  from  the  (hip,  Ixing  well  manned,  to  find  the 
river  Loa;  they  went  alfo  about  tvvo  leagues  to 
leeward  of  it,  to  a  fifhing  village,  but  could  find 
no  place  fit  for  landing,  whereupon  they  returned 
wiihouc  doing  any  thing :  the  next  day  another 
canoe  of  our  company  went  out  upon  the  fume  ex* 
ploit,  but  found  the  fame  fucccfs  :  notwiihftindJn^, 
here  Sir  Francis  Drake  watered,  and  built  a  churchy 
as  we  were  told  by  our  pilot.  This  church  is  now 
ftandingon  the  fea-fidc  by  the  river,  whofc  mouth  is 
now  dry.  There  are  feveral  huts  to  the  windw.nrd 
of  it;  and  from  the  faid  chuicb  or  chipel  goes  a 
great  path  up  the  hills,  which  lead  to  Pica. 

Thurfday,  March  the  24th,  we  found  latitude  by 
obfervaiioD  20  deg.  1*0  fouth.  This  day  alfo  we  fa>v 
land  at  about  eighteen  leagues  diftance. 

Sunday,  March  the  27th,  we  faw  Mora  3e  San  a 
and  La  Cuuiba  at  fome  diftance.  The  fame  day  we 
had  an  obfcrvation,  and  found  it  lat.  18  deg.  17 
fouth.  Thai  evening  we  parted  from  the  (hip  wiih 
our  boats  and  canoes  towards  the  coaft  of  Hilo, 
upon  which  we  now  were :  we  landed  and  took  the 
Village  of  Hilo  nndefcrlcd,  they  fcarce  fufpe<5h*ng  we  . 
could  have  any  defign  upon  that  place  a  {econd  time  i 
we  caught  the  friar  who  was  chaplain  to  the  town, 
and  moft  of  the  inhabitants  adeep,  makmg  theQ> 
•prifoners  of  war.  Here  we  heard  a  flying  report,  as 
if  five  thoufand  £ngli(h  had  taken  Panama  a  fecond 
time,  and  were  in  poirelTion  of  it.  But  this  rumour 
proved  to  be  a  falfity,  as  it  then  feemed.  At  this 
time  the  river  came  out,  and  was  overflown,  it  be* 
iog  near  the  time  of  the  frcflies.  Here  the  prifoners 
told  us,  that  in  Arica  ten  of  our  men  were  ftiil  ^  '  ^ 
nv  hereof  three  were  fur£eoas^  all  the  reft  being  dead 
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of" their  wounds.  The  Spaniards  fent  word  to  tfild^ 
that  we  had  killed  them  feventy  men,  and  woonded^ 
three  times  as  many  of  their  forces.     But  here  the 
inhabitants /aid,   th.  I  of  forty-five  naen  fent  to  iho. 
relief  of  Arica  from  hence,  there  came  home  only  two » 
alive.     We  filled  what,  water  we  pieafed  here ;  but 
a  fmall  boat  that  we  brought  from  Guafco  broke, 
l6ofe  from  us,  and  was  ftaved  to  pieces  on  the  rocks, . 
Here  we  took  eighteen  jars  of  wine,,  and  gpod  ftore 
of  new  fig§.     On  Tuefday  following  we  went  up » 
to  the  fugar-work  mentioned'  in  our  former  expe- 
dition agaiuft  Hito,  and  found  all  thefruit^Juft  ripe^ . 
and  fit  for  eating:  there  we  landed  feven  mules  down- 
wards with  nK>la(res  and  fug^r.     The  inhabitants 
told  us  further,  that  thofe  men  who  came  to  fight  us 
when  we  were  here  thefirft  time,  were  moft  ofthem  • 
boys,  and  had  only  fifty  fire  arms  amongft  them: 
they  beifig  commanded  by  an  EngliOi  gentleman^, 
who  is.  married  toiArequiqua.    XJkewtfe  chat  the.- 
owner  of  the  fugar-work  before-mentioned  was  now.- 
engaged'  in  a  fiilt  of  law  againfl  th«  town  of  Hilo»>. 
pretending  it  was  not  the  English  who  robbed  him,, 
and  fpoiled  his  ingento,  when  we  were  there  before^ 
but  the,  towirfmen  themfelves.     This  day  in  the- 
evening  wc  failed  for  HUo  with  dark  weather,  and- 
little  wind,  which  continued  for  feveraL  days  after? 
ticards. 
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Tbcy  dtpart  from  the  ^ort  (f  Hilo  to  th^  gulf  of 
Nicoya^  ivhere  they  take  down  their  decks^  and 
vwnd  the  f ailing  ^f  their  Jbip.  Forty-feven  of 
their  companions  leave  them,  and  go  home  ovet 
lancL  A  dcfcription  of  the  gulf  of  Nicovo  5  they 
Pake  two  barks  and  fime  frif oners  there.  Several 
•ther  remarks  belonging  to  this  voyage.    . 

l|^RO  M  tbe  time  that  we  fet  faH  from  the  port  of 
^    Hilo,  titt  Sunday,  April  the  10th,  1 681,  no- 
thing happened  to  us  that  might  be  accounted  rep 
markabJe  ;    neither  did  I  take  any  notes  all  this 
■while,  by  rcafon  of  my  iadifpofition  afore- mcniioneA 
This  day  we  could  hear  diftinftly  the  breaking  of 
llie  fcas  upon  the  fliore,  but  could  fee  no  land,  tha 
Wither  being  extreme  dark  and  hazy.     Notwich- 
flanding  ajx>ut  noon  it  cleared  up,  and  we  found 
ourfelves  to  be  In  the  bay  called  de  Malabrigo :  the 
lind  in  this  bay  runs  due  eaft  and  weft.  By  an  obfei> 
vatioQ  made  this  day,  we  found  6  deg.  35  ibuth. 
We  faw  from  benoe  the  loeward  idand  of  Labo^,  or 
Seals,  being  nothing  bat  a  rocky  fcraggy  place.  Ot^ 
the  S.  W.  (idt  thereof  is  a  red  hiil,  much  frequented 
by  the  Indian  fiihermen.     It  is  fnuate  in  lat.  6  deg< 
15  S.    This  day  likewife  in  the  evening  we  faw  tho 
point  called  A^ja. 

On  Saturday,  April  the  f-6th,  we  came  within  a. 
league  diftance  of  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  of 
Plate  above  dtfcribed.  The  next  Ay,  being  Sunday^. 
April  the  17th,  168 1,  onr  mutineers  broke  out 
again  into  an  open  diiTenfion,  they  having  been- 
B)uch  diflatisfied  all  along  this  voyage,  but  more 
cfpedally  iince  our  unfortunate  fight  at  Arlca,  and; 
Bcvci:  entirdy  reconciled  to  us  fince  they  chofe 
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captain  WatHng,  and  depofed  Sharp  at  the  iflc  ot 
Juan  Fernandez,   as  was  related  above.     Nothing 
now  could  appeafe  them,  nc»r  fcr^e  their  turn,   but 
a  reparation  from  the  reft  of  tlic  company,    and 
leaving  us-     Hereupon,   this  day  they  kft  the  (hip^ 
to  the  number  of  forty-feven  men,  all  in  company 
together,  with  defign  to  go  over  land,  by  the  fame- 
way  they  came  into  ihofe  fcQ9.     The  reft,  who  re- 
mained behind,    did  fully  re£blve,    and  faithfully 
promife  to  each  other,  that  they  \vx)uld  ftick  cbfe 
together.     They  took  five  flaves  in  their  company, 
\Q  guide  and  do  them  other  fer\'ice  in  that  journey. 
This  day  we  had  i  dtg.  30  minutes  fouthern. lati- 
tude.    Wc,{ailcd  N.  N.  W^  before  the  wind. 

Next  day  after  their-  departure,  April  the  i  Sth, 
we  beg^n  to  work  about  talcing  down  one  of  our 
upper  decks,  thereby  to  caufe  our  fhip.ftill  to  metkl 
her  failing..  We  now  made  a  N.  W«  by  N.  way; 
and  had  Int.  by  ob{ervatioa  25.  north,  the  wind  be* 
^ingatS.W.  •.  -  • 

April  the  ipth^  we  made  a  N.  W.  by  N.  way^ 
This  day  our  oblervation  was.lat.  2  dcg.  45^  norrh.^ 
In  the  afi^ernooi^  w6  had  cloudy  weathec^  Tbe  fol- 
lowing day  likewife  we  made  the  fame  way,  and  by 
k  feventy  miles,  according  to  my  reckoning. 
.  The  2 1  ft  in  the  morning  we  had  fome  fmall  (bow- 
ers of  rain,  and  but  little  wind.  We  faw  feme  turtle 
upon  thefurfaceof  the  water,  and  great  quantity  of 
fi(h.  We  caught  twenty-fix  fmall  dolphins.  By  a 
N.  W.  by  N.  way,  we  reckoned  this  day  forty  miles. 

April  22d.  This^day  we  caogHt  feven  large  dol- 
phins, and  one  bonito.  We  uw  likewise  whole 
multitudes  of  turtles  fwimming  upon  the  water, 
and  took  five  of  'them.  We  had  an  obfervatioiv 
that  gave  us  lat.  5  deg.  28  N.  Hereabouts  runs  a 
^eat  ftrong-  current.     This  day  we  /lowered  the 
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quarter  deck  of  our  (hip,  and  made  it  even  with  the 
upper  d</ck. 

The  day  following  we  had  but  fmall  wind,  and 
yet  great  fhowcrs  of  rain  ;  hereupon  every  maa 
faved  water  for  himfelf ;  and  a  great  quantity  was 
favcd  for  ihe  whole  company.  In  the  morning  we 
caught  eight  bonito's,  and  in  the  evening  ten  more^ 

April  the  24th,  we  had  both  cloudy  and  rainy 
weather.  By  an  obfcrvation  we  had  lat.  7  deg.  37 
N.  Meridian  difference  was  ninety-two  leagues. 
This  morning  we  caught  foity  bonito's,  and  in  the- 
evening  thirty  more.  In  the  afternoon  we  flood 
oonh,  the  wind  being  at  S.  W.  by  S. 

Monday,  April  the  a5ih.  All  the  night  before 
we  had  large  gufts  of  wind  and  rain*  At  break  of 
day  we  were  clofe  in  with  land,  which,  upon  cx« 
amination,  proved  to  be  die  ifland  of  Cano.  To 
weftward  thereof  1%  very  high  land.  About  nooa 
this  day  it  cleared  op,  and  we  had  lat.  8  deg.  34  N,. 
In  the  evening  we  fent  a  canoe  to  fearch  the  ifland  x 
in  it  they  found  good  water,  and  even  grounci,  but 
withal  an  open  road.  At  night  we  flood  off  the 
firfl  watch,  and  the  laA  we  had  a  land  wind. 

The  day  following,  at  day-light,  we  flood  io^ 
and  about  noon  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  eafl  fide 
of  the  ifland  afore-mentioned,  which  is  not  above 
one  league  over.  In  the  afternoon  we  removed  from 
our  former  anchoring-place,  and  anchored  agaia 
within  fhor  of  the  N.  E.  point  of  the  ifland.  All 
over  this  ifle  grow  abundance  of  cocoa-trees.  On 
the  north  fide  thereof  ^re*  many  rivulets  of  good 
water  to  be  found  m  fandy  bays.  We  faw  fome 
good  hogs  on  fl3ore,  whereof  we  killed  one,  and 
two  pi^^#  Mere  are  great  numbers  of  turtle-doves^ 
and  huge  flore  of  hlh,  but  wiihal  very  fliy  tOt  bo 
caught. 
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April  the  27th,  we  had  fome  rain  and  wind  tfie* 
fore- part  of  the  day ;  but  the  afternoon  was  fair.. 
The  next  day,  in.  like  manner,  we  had  great  quantity 
of  rain.  On  Saturday  the  30th,  about  fcven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  we  weighed  from  the  aforcfaid  iflani 
with  little  wind,  and  flood  N.  W.  That  day  fclL 
moch  rain>  with  great  thander  and  lightning. 

Monday,  May  the  2d.  This  day  we  obferved  and 
found  lat.  9  deg.  N.  The  codft  all  along  appeared- 
to  us  very  high  and  mountainous,  and  fcarce  fix 
hours  did  pafs  but  we  had  thunder,  lightning,  and 
nrin.  The  like  continued  for  the  two  days  following. 

May  the  5th,.  we  had  an  indifferent  fair  day  ;  and 
at  evening  we  were  right  off  the  gulf  of  Nicoya. 

JFriday,  May  the  6th.  This  morning  we  faw  the 
cape  very  plain  before  us:  N.  by  E.  from  it,  are 
certain  keys  at  eight  leagues  diftance,  clofc  under  the. 
main.  We  fleered  N.  N.  W.  towards  the  biggefl. 
of  them  ;  at  whofe  E.  S.  E.  fide  are  two  or  three 
imall  rocks.  The  main  eaftward  is  fine  favanna,  or 
plain  and  even  knd^  through  wMch  goes  a  very 
great  road,  which  is  to  be  feen  off  at  fea.  At  noocL 
the  port  of  Caldero,  commonly  called  Puerto  Cal- 
dero,  bore  N.  from  us.;  at  which  time  the  ebl>« 
foTctA  us  to  found  in  the  middle  of  the  gulf,  where 
we  found  fourteen  fathom  water  :  after  this  we  an- 
chored nearer  the  eafttt-n  keys,  in  the  depth  of 
aineteen  fathom,  where  we  had  oozy  ground. 

Satnrday,  May  the  7th.  The  night  before  was- 
very  fair  all  night  long ;  in  the  morning  we  wenr 
in  a  canoe,  being  feveral  in  company,  to  feek  for  a^ 
place  to  lay  our  (hip  in  :  amongfl  the  iflandt  along- 
the  fliore  we  found  many  brave  holes,  but  little  or 
no  water  in  them,  and  therefore  no^fol>  our  purpofe. 
On  one- of  the  faid  ifltLids  wjc  found' a  hat,  and' 
jpany  jars  of  water,  by  which  we  knew  that  peo- 
pk  Itad.lately  been  there:,  about  eight  in  the  evening* 

our 
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<«3r  thip  weighed  anchor  at  young  6ood,  and  about 
three  in  the  afternooa  we  anchored  agaia  in  five 
iiithom  water. 

Saturday,  May  the  8th,  1681.     The  night  be- 
fore we  had  much  rahi,  with  thunder  and  lighming. 
The  morning  being  come,  our  commander,  capiaia 
Sharp,  left  the  Ihip  ia  two  canoes,  with  twenty- two 
men  in  his  company,  out  of  defign  to  furprize  any 
vefFcls   or   people    ihey  could    meet    hereabouts. 
Mean  while,  in  the  evening  we  drove  up  with  the 
tide  there  being  no  wind,  in  the  (hip,  two  or  three 
leagues  higher,  till  we  found  but  three  fathom  high 
water  ;  here  we  back^  a-ftern.  At  this  time  we  few 
one  of  our  canoes  coming  off  from  the  illand  that 
was  at  head  of  us  (which  was  named  Chka)  calling 
for  more  men  and  arms,  faying,  there  were  two  fail 
of  (hips  higher  up  the  guW.   Hereupon,  eight  of  ul 
went  with  them  afhore,   whereof  two  joined  the 
5)arty  aforc-memioned,  and  the  fix  remaining  were 
app<Moted  to  guard  the  prilbners  they  had  taken : 
to  thefe  we  (hewed  onrfelvcs  very  kind,  as  finding 
they  were  fenfible  of  the  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards 
towards  ihem  and  their  whole  nation.     Here  we 
found  toihe  number  of  eight  or  nine  houfes,  and  a 
fmall  <:hapel  ftanding  :  thefe  people  have  been  in 
former  times  a  confiderable  and  great  nation,  but  are 
now  almoft  deftroycd  and  exiingui(hed  by  the  Spa- 
niards.    We  afccnded  a  league  up  a  creek  of  the 
fea,  or  thereabouts,  and  took  by  furprizal  two  bark9^ 
which  were  the  two  fail  they  had  told  us  of  before : 
one  of  thefe  barks  was  the  (ame  we  had  taken  before 
at  Panama,  of  which  1  made  mention  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  hiftory. 

The  Monday  following  we  weighed  anchor  with 
our  barks,  and  drove  down  the  creek,  with  the  tide 
at  ebb  towards  our  fliip.  The  prifoners  we  had 
taken  here,  informed  us,  that  when  we  were  to 

weft  ward 
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Weft  ward  in  thefe  feas  before,  there  lay  loo  men  at 
the  port  of  Santa  Maria :  that  our  •men,  who  left 
us  at  the  iflanJ  Cayboa;  as  was  mentioned  above, 
met  the  other  bark  that  we  loft  at  fea,  as  we  were 
failing  thither,  and  fo  went  all  over  lapd  together : 
that  in  the  north  feas,  near  Puerto  Velo,  they  had 
taken  a  good  (hip,  to  be  revenged  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  (lop  up  the  mouth  of  Santa  Maria,  with  defiga 
to  hinder  others  from  paffing  that  way.  At  night 
our  captain  with  twenty-four  men  went  from  the 
fliip  in  another  creek,  and  there  took  fevcral  prifon*. 
ers,  among,  whom  was  a  fliipwright  and  his  men, 
who  were  judged  able  to  do  us  good  fervice  in  the 
altering  our  (hip ;  thofe  carpenters  being  aftually 
building  two  great  (hips  for  the  Spaniards.  Having 
taken  thefe  men,  they  made  a  float  of*  timber,  to 
bring  down  the  tools  and  inftruments  they  were 
working  whhal :  they  alfo  put  feveral  tools,  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  iron -work  into  a  doree,  to 
be  conveyed  down  the  river,  which  funk  by  the  way, 
as  being  overladen  with  iron  ;  and  one  of  our  com- 
pany, named  John  Alexander,  a  Scoifman,  wae- 
unfortunately  drowned  in  her. 

Tharfday  following,  May  the  I2.th,  we  fent  a 
canoe  from  the  (liip,  and  found  the  doree  thit  was 
drowned  :  that  evening  likcwife  drove  down  the 
body  of  our  drowned  man  afore- mentioned  ;  here- 
upon we  took  him  up,  and  on  Friday  morning 
following  threw  him  overboard,  giving  him  three 
French  voHies  for  iiis  cuftoraary  ceremony.  Both 
this  day  and  the  day  before^  we  fetched  water  from 
a  point  near  the  houfes,  on  the  ifland  of  Chira  afore- 
mentioned :  from  the  (hip  alfo  we  fent  away  a  Spa- 
nifti  merchant,  whom  we  had  taken  among  the  pri- 
foners;  to  fetch  a  certain  number  of  beeves,  that 
might  ferve  for  a  ranfom  of  the  new  b^l^  takea 
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"here.     This  day  the  weather  was  fair,  but  on  Sun- 
day following  it  rained  from  morning  till  night. 

Mondaj',  May  the  i6th,  we  began  to  work  all  on 
our  fhip.  Tucfday,  an  Indian  boy,  named  Peter, 
ran  away  fiom  ns;  he  belonged  to  captain  Sawkins, 
and  wdiced  upon  him  as  a  fcrvant.  Wednefday  died 
an  Indian  flavc,  whofe  name  was  Salvador.  ThurfdnJ 
^e  heard  thirty  or  forty  guns  fired  on  the  main, 
which  made  hs  think  thefe  would  alfo  turn  to  Hilo 
beeves.  Friday,  we  caught  cockles,  which  were  .as 
large  as  both  ourfiQs:  at  night  there  fell  fuch  dread- 
ful rain,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  wind,  that 
for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  the  aif  was  as  light  as 
day ;  the  thunder  not  ccafing  all  the  while. 

Saturday  night,  we  had  more  thunder,  lightning, 
and  rain.     Sunday, 'we  continued  our  work. 

Wednefday,  May  the  25th.  This  day  we  finiftied 
our  great  piece  of  work,  viz.  the  taking  down  the 
deck'of  our  fliip:  befides  which,  the  length  of  every 
maft  was  ftiortened,  and  all  our  work  finifhed  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  it  would  feem  incredible  fhould  I  here 
give  an  account  how  much  work  wc  did  in  a  fort- 
night or  lefsi  The  fame  dj^y  lik^wife  we  fet  at 
liberty  our  Spanifh  carpenters,  who  had  been  very 
ferviceable  to  us  all  this  while;  the  old  pilot,  the 
old  Spaniard  taken  at  the  ifle  of  Yqueque,  and  fe- 
deral other  of  our  Spanifh  prifoncrs  andflaves.  To 
thefe  people,  but  chiefly  to  the  Spaniflff  carpenters, 
as  a  reward  of  their  good  fervice,  we  gave  the  new 
bark  which  we  had  taken  at  this  place ;  but  the 
old  bark  We  thought  fit  to  keep,  and  fail  her  in  our 
company,  as  we  did,  putting  into  her  for  this  pur- 
j>ofe  fix  of  our  own  men  and  two  flaves.  The  next 
day  we  fell  down  as  low  as  Vanero,  a  place  fo  called 
hereaboirts,  and  would  have  failed  away  again  that 
very  evening;  but  that  our  tackle  gave  way  in 
jioIiHng  our  anchor,  which  made  us  lie.flill.  la 
3  the 
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tJie  gulf  of  Nicoya  we  had  commonly  a  frcfh  brec^be^ 
and  at  night  a  land  wind, 

Friday,  Muy  the  zjxh.  This  day  liicewifc  we 
drove  down  with  the  tide  as  low  as  Cavallo,  another 
place  in  the  gulf:  here  we  (laid  and  watered  that 
clay;  and  one  Cannis  Marcy,  our  interpreter,  raa 
away- from  us. 

May  the  28th»  in  the  mornings  we  failed  from 
tlience,  and  came  within  twenty-nine  leagues  of  that 
rich  and  iocky  fliorc  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  we  had 
but  fcven  fathom  water  here,  I  (aw  a  white  porpus. 
Bthind  this  ifland  is  a  town  called  New  Cape  Blanco. 
A I  Puei'to  Caldefio  above-mentioned  b  but  one  Acre* 
houfe :  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  depth  of  fcveo 
fathom  water,  at  the  diftance  of  a  league  from  fliorc, 
and  caught  five  turtles. 

May  the  29th.  This  day  wc  faw  Cape  Blanco. 
Both  this  day,  and  the  day  following,  we  continued 
turning  it  out  of  the  gtilf  againft  a  fouth  wind« 

CHAP.    XIX. 

^ey  go  from  Nicoya  to  Gulfo  Duke,  where  they 
careen  their  veffeU  An  account  of  their  Jailings 
<ilong  the  conft^  The  Spaniards  force  the  Indi^ins 
of  D.iricn  to  a  peace  by  a  firatagem  contrived  m 
the  name  of  U>c  EnglijK, 

XX/EDNESDAY,  June  the  1  ft,  1681.  This  day 
^^  wc  had  very  fair  weather,  yet  but  little  wind 4 
hereupon  the  tide,  or  current,  drove  us  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  Cabo  Blanco  :  off  this  cape,  and  at  the  dif- 
tance of  two  miles  within  the  fea,  is  fituate  a  veiy 
bare  key. 

1  he  cdafT  here  along  runs  N.  W-  ^^^  W.  and 
grows  lower  und  lower  towards  cape  Guyooes  s 
this  cape  now  mentioned,  at  fcven  leagues  diftance, 

and 
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and  at  N.  W.  by  N.  at  firft  light  appeared  like  two 
iflands  :  the  latter  part  of  (bis  day  was  cloudy, 
which  hindered  our  proFpeft. 

June  the  zd.  This  morBiog  we  faw  land,  which 
appeared  like  fcveral  keys  at  N.  \V.  by  N.  and  at 
feven  leagues  diAance :  it  was  the  land  of  Puerto 
deVelas. 

This  evening  oar  captain  called  us  together,  and 
aflced  our  opinions  of  the  coorfe  we  (hould  fleer  : 
-having  di&ufTed  the  points  by  htm  propofed  amongfl: 
us,  we  all  refolved  to  bear  up  for  Golfo  Dulce,  and 
there  to  careen  onr  veflcls :  this  being  done,  we 
concluded  to  go  from  thence  to  the  cape,  and  cruize 
thereabouts  nnder  the  sequinodlial.  We  obferved 
this  day  that  our  bark,  taken  at  the  gulf  of  Nicoya, 
failed  much  better  than  our  ihip. 

Friday,  June  die  3d.  The  night  before  was  very 
fair,  and  we  had  a  fre(h  wind,  our  courfe  being  W. 
and  W4  by  N.  In  the  evening  we  ftood  N.  E,  and 
deicried  land  at  the  difbnce  of  about  twenty-four* 
leagues  from  Cabo  Blanco. 

Sunday,  Jvme  the  5th.  Laft  night  we  lay  by  the 
greateft  part  thereof:  this  morning  we  faw  the  ifland 
of  Cano  above  defcribed,  which  bore  E.  S.  E.  from 
OS :  we  faw  multitudes  of  ii(h,  but  they  would  not 
trite ;  alfo  water-fiiakes  of  divers  colours. 

June  the  6th.  All  the  night  pft  we  had  raio^ 
with  Hrtle  wind,  fcarce  enough  to  carry  us  clear  of? 
from  the  ifland  afore-mentioned  :  towards  n;orniag 
we  had  a  fre(h  wind  ^t  N.  N.  W.  So  we  flood  out 
S.  till  morning,xand  then  we  ilood  N.  E.  by  E.  The 
land  runs  from  Punta  Mala  to  Golfo  Dulce^  and 
Punta  Borrica^  E.  S.  E.  half  S.  at  nine  leagues 
diflance  we  laid  the  idand  of  Cano. 
.  The  weft  end  of  Golfo  Dulce  is  very  high  land, 
and  a  high  rock  lies  clofe  oiF  it ;  befides  which,  two 
Other  rocks  lie  farther  out ;  the  outamoft  of  which 

You  a.  c  is 
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IS  a  mile  diftant  from  the  fliore.  The  eaft  fide  is 
-alfo  high,  but  breaks  into  fmall  points  and  bays, 
growing  lower  and  lower  to  Punta  Borrica.  We 
came  about  a  mile  within  the  mouth  of  the  gulf; 
then  we  anchored  In  eight  fathom  and  a  half  water. 
The  xnouth  of  the  gulf  is  almoft  three  leagues  oyer. 

The  next  day,  being  June  the  7th,  we  weighed 
anchor  again  at  young  flood,  and  got  about  two 
leagues  higher :  at  evening  we  came  again  to  an- 
chor in  the  depth  of  feven  fathom  and  a  half  water : 
it  rained  fo  hard  this  day  till  eight  o'clock,  that  the 
drops  could  not  be  diftingui(hed  one  from  another. 

Wednefday,  June  the  8th.  At  day-break  we 
weighed  anchor  again,  with  a  frefh  fea-breeze  :  the 
higher  up  we  went,  the  deeper  we  found  the  gulf, 
and  at  laft  no  ground,  even  with  thirty  fathom  line : 
this  day  we  fent  our  canoe  away  to  feck  water,  and 
a  good  place  to  lay  our  fliip  in.  Having  landed,  we 
found  one  Indian  and  two  boys,  all  which  we  made 
prifoners,  and  brought  aboard.  We  ufed*  them 
very  kindly,  giving  them  vifluals  and  clothes,  for 
they  had  nothing  but  the  bark  of  a  tree  to  cover  their 
Bakednefs  withal:  being  examined,  they  informed 
us  that  a  Spanifh  priefl  had  been  amongd  them^  and 
had  made  peace  with  their  nation,  ordering  theai 
ftriftly  not  to  come  near  any  (hip  or  veflel  that  had 
red  colours  ;  for  they  were  Engliftimen,  and  would 
certainly  kill  them.  Being  aflced  where  the  prieft 
was  ;  they  anfwered  he  was  gone  to  a  great  Spani(h 
town,  four  fleeps  up  in  the  country.  After  this,  the 
Indian  left  the  two  boys,  his  children,  with  us,  and 
went  to  fetch  more  Indians  to  us,  from  a  plantane- 
wall  or  grove  fituate  by  a  river  about  a  league  off. 
We  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  bay  clofe  by  one  of  tlie 
Indian  keys,  where  two  frefh  rivers  were  within  a 
{tone's  throw  of  each  other,  in  twenty-feven  fathom 
and  a  half  water^  anJ  at  a  cable's  length  from  the 
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mark  of  low  water.  The  Indians,  whom  onr  pri- 
foners  went  to  feek,  came  to  as  feveral  times,  felling 
US  honey,  piantanes,  and  other  neceflTaries  that  we 
ofoally  bought  of  them,  or  trucked  for  with  other 
things.  We  alfo  made  ufe  of  their  bark-logs  ia 
tallowing  our  (hip,  in  which  cafe  they  did  us  good 
fcrvicc.  Their  darts  are  headed  with  iron  as  ftiarp 
as  any  razor. 

Here  one  of  the  prifoners  which  we  took  at  the 
gulf  of  Nicoya  informed  us  by  what  means,  or 
rather  Aratagem  of  war,  the  Spaniards  had  forced  a 
peace  upon  the  Indians  of  the  province  of  Darien, 
fince  our  departure  from  thence.  The  manner  was 
as -follows.  A  certain  Frenchman,  who  ran  from 
HIS,  at  the  ifland  of  Tabpga,  to  the  Spaniards,  was 
(ent  by  them  in  a  (hip  to  the  nver*s  mouth,  which 
emptied  itfelf  from  that  province  into  the  South-fea. 
Being  arrived  there,  he  went  a(hore  by  himfclf  in  a 
canoe,  and  told  the  Indians,  that  the  Bngii(h,  who 
had  pafled  that  way,  were  come  back  from  their 
adventures  in  the  South-fea.  Withal,  he  aOced 
tbem,  if  they  would  not  be  fo  kind  and  friendly  to 
the  £ngU(hmen,  as  to  come  aboard  and  conduct 
them  on  (hore  ?  the  poor  deceived  Indians  were 
very  joyful  to  underftand  this  good  news ;  and  thus 
forty  of  the  chiefeft  of  them  went  on  board  the 
Spani(h  ve(rel,  and  were  immediately  carried  pri- 
foners of  war  to  Panama.  Here  they  were  forced 
to  conclude  a  peace,  though  upon  terms  very  difad- 
vantageous  to  them,  before  tlicy  could  obtain  their 
liberty. 

Thefe  poor  and  miferable  Indians  of  Golfo  Dulce 
would  come  every  day  in  our  company,  and  eat  and 
drink  very  familiarly  with  us  all  the  time  we  were 
there.  We  laid  our  (hip  on  ground,  but  the  water 
did  not  ebb  low  enough  to  fee  her  keel.  While  we 
were  careening  our  veflel,  we  built  a  houfe  upon  the 
C  2  (hore. 
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fhorc,  both  to  lodge  and  cat  in ;  and  every  day  we 
caught  plenty  of  good  fifti. 

Sunday,  June  the  12th.  The  work  of  careening 
our  (hip  going  on  in  due  order,  we  came  to  cleaofc 
Qur  hold ;  and  here  on  a  fudden  both  myfelf  and 
feveral  others  were  ftruck  quite  blind  with  the  filth 
and  naftinefs  of  it :  yet  foon  after  we  recovered  our 
fight  again,  without  any  other  help  than  the  benefit 
of  the  frefli  air. 

June  the  14th,  we  had  a  great  and  fierce  tor- 
nado, with  which  our  cable  broke,  and  had  it  not 
then  happened  to  be  high  water  at  that  inftant,  we 
had  been  loft  inevitably :  however,  we  had  tlie  good 
fortune  to  ftiore  her  up  again,  and  by  that  means 
fbcure  ourfelves  from  farther  danger* 

June  the  21ft,  we  weighed  anchor  again,  amd 
went  a  league  higher  than  the  former  place.  Here 
we  watered,  and  in  the  mean  while  left  men  below 
to  cut  wood. 

Thurfday,  June  the  23d.  This  day  ran  away 
from  us  two  negroes :  the  name  of  one  of  them 
was  Hernando,  who  was  taken,  with  don  Thomas  de 
Argandona,  upon  the  coaft  of  Guayaquil,  as  was 
mentioned  above  ;  the  other  was  named  Silvefter, 
taken  at  the  town  of  Hilo ;  following  the  example 
of  thofc  afore-mentioned. 

Monday,  June  the  27th,  that  is,  four  days  after, 
two  more  of  our  prifoners  endeavoured  to  make 
their  efcape,  both  of  them  flaves :  one  of  thefe  was 
named  Francifto,  who  was  a  negro,  and  had  been 
taken  in  the  cocoa  fhip  mentioned  before  :  tne  name 
of  the  other  was  alio  Francifco,  an  Indian  born, 
taken  at  Panama.  Their  attempts  to  efcape  fuc- 
ceeded  not,  for  we  caught  tliem  both  again  before 
they  got  on  (hore, 

Tuefday  following,  I  went  and  failed  up  and 
down  tlie  gulf  in  a  little  bark  belonging  to  our 

(hip; 
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Aip ;  and  viewed  all  the  parts  of  Golfo  Dulce  : 
our  captaia  gave  this  gulf'  the  name  of  king 
Charles's  harbour. 

C  H  A  P.    XX. 

They  depart  from  Golfo  Dulce^  to  go  and  cntize  tm^br 
the  equino3ial.  Here  they  take  a  rich  Spanifh 
vejel  with  37,000  pieces  of  eighty  hefides  pLits 
and  other  goods.  They  take  a!fo  a  pacqu^t-bo  it 
bound  from  Panama  to  Lima.  An  account  of  i  heir 
^     failings  and  the  coq/ls  along. 


O' 


^U  R  vefltl  being  now  carecQcd^  and  all  things  irt 
a  readinefs  for  pur  departure,  Tuefday,  June 
the  28th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  weighed  anchor  to 
go  to  fea  again,  turning  out  towards  the  mouth  of 
Golfo  Dulce.  Our  defign  was  to  cruize  under  the^ 
cquinoAial,  as  had  been  concluded  upon  before, 
thereby  to  get  whait  ptirchafe  we  could  by  fea,  fcc- 
^g  the  greateft  part  of  our  attempts  upon  land 
had  proved  hitherto  very  unfuccefsful  to  us. 

Wednefday,  June  the  29th.  Both  the  night  laft 
pad  and  this  day  we  had  rainy  weather.  About 
three  in  the  afternoon  a  frefh,  gale  fprang  up  at  S^ 
W.  and  S.  S.  W.  our  coucfe  being  S.  E.  and  S.  E. 
by  S.  At  five  this  evening  the  gulf  bore  N.  W.  by 
W.  being  feven  leagues  diftant,  and  Punta  Borrica^ 
three  leagues  and  a  half  didant. 

Thurfday,  June  the  30th.  All  night  part  we  cn^ 
joyed  a  frefli  gale  at  S.  S.  W.  We  foiled  in  the  bark,, 
where  I  was,  better  than  the  man  of  war ;  for  fo 
we  called  the  Trinity  vefTel ;  notwithftanding  (he  was 
newly  cleanfed  and  tallowed.  This  day  we  had 
hazy  weather,  and  I  reckoned  myfelf  from  Punta 
Borrica  S.  S.  E.  eighteen  leagues  and  a  half. 

July  the  lil,  I.6&I.-  Laft  night  we  had- two  or 
C  3,  three 
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three  tornadoes :  I  reckoned  this  day  a  S.  S.  E.^ 
way,  and  by  a  clear  obfervaiion  found  lat.  6  deg/ 
lo  north.  Wc  faw  great  qoantitjcs  of  fi(h  as  we 
failed  this  day. 

July  2d,  we  made  a  6.  E.  way,  and  oar  reckoo* 
ing  was  64  by  ii :  by  obfervation  I  found  lat.-  5 
deg.  20  north.  At  noon  the  fame  day  we  had  a 
frcih  gale  at  S.  W.  with  fon^e  rain. 

July  the  3d,  we  had  hazy  weather.  Wc  made  a 
S.  S.  E.  by  S.  way,  37. 

Monday,  Jnly  the  4ih.  The  night  paft  was 
windy  with  rain,  which  forced  iis  to  band  our  top- 
falls.  Our  reckoning  this  day  was  a  S.  E.  way,  ztd 
a  hundred  miles. 

July  the  5th.  We  had  a  clear  night  the  laft  paft; 
and  withal  a  frefti  gale ;  by  thli  wc  made  a  S,  E, 
way,  Onr  latitude  iliis  day  gave  iis  2  deg.  20 
north.  This  morning  we  favv  land  fouthward  of 
us,  lying  in  low  hammocks ;  it  was  the  point  cf 
Manglarcs. 

Wednefday,  July  the  6th,  we  turned  up  along 
(hore,  and  by  obfervation  took  this  day  lat.  2  deg. 
2  N.  Hereabouts  ev^ry  new  moon  is  a  windward 
current.  In  the  evening  wc  were  clofe  in  with  low 
land  :  we  had  windy  weather,  and  a  great  fea. 

Thurfday,  July  the  7th,  This  day,  by  obfer- 
vation taken,  we  found  lat.  i  deg.  48  north.  lo 
the  evening  we  loft  fight  of  the  faid  fhip. 

July  the  8ih,  we  faw  the  ftiip  again,  for  the  I0& 
whereof  we  began  to  be  in  fome  doubt.  This  day 
we  made  very  high  land  all  along  as  wc  went :  and 
the  port,  or  rather  bay,  of  San  Mattco,  or  St.  Ma-* 
thews,  appeared  like  feveral  iflands. 

Saturday,  July  the  pih.  This  morning  we  flood 
fair  in  with  the  port  of  Tucamcs,  Off  of  the 
highcft  pai  t  of  the  land  there  feems  xo  be  a  key. 
This  day  at  noon  we  had  a  clear  obfervation^ 
which  gave  us  latitude  i  deg.  22  north. 

Sunday^ 
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Sunday,  July  the  loth.  Lad  nigiit  we  flood  ofF 
to  fea,  ihcreby  to  keep  clear  of  the  (bore.  This 
day's  obfervaiion  fliewed  us  latitude  i  deg.  31 
north.  About  noon  the  fame  day,  we  happened  to 
efpy  a  fail,  which  we^  immediately  gave  chace  to. 
We  bore  up  to  the  point  of  the  compafs,  thereby 
to  hinder  her  laflciog  away  ;  notwithftanding,  in  the 
evening  we  loft  fight  of  her  :  however,  our  great 
fliip  got  up  with  her,  and  about  eight  of  the  clock 
at  night  made  her  a  prize:  (he  proved  to  be  the  {hif> 
named  San  Pedro,  which  we  had  taken  the  lail 
year,  being  then  bound  from  Truxilto  to  Panama, 
and  ladtrn  with  wine,  gunpowder,  and  pieces  of 
eight,  whereof  mention  was-  made  before.  We 
took  her  twice  in  lefs  than  fourteen  months.  She 
had  on  board  her  now  21,000  pieces  of  eight,  in 
eight  chefls,  and  in  bags  16,000  more,  befides 
plate. 

Monday  and  Tuefday,  the  1 1  th  and  12th  of  July^ 
^e  made  in  for  the  ftiore.  Our  prize  was  fo  hard 
laden,  that  (he  feemed  quite  buried  in  the  water. 
She  had  forty  men  on  board  her,  befides  fome  mer- 
chants and  friars.  On  Tuefday  an  obfcrvatioa  gave* 
ns  latitude  i  deg.  20  north. 

Wednefday,  July  the  13th.  This  day  we  dared 
not  adventure  into  the  bay  of  San  Matteo,  becaufe 
we  faw  fome  Indians  who  had  made  a  great  fire  oa 
ihorc,  which,  as  we  judged,  was  defigoedly  done 
to  give  intelligence  of  our  arrival :  hereupon  we 
bore  away  for  the  river  of  San  lago,  about  fix 
leagues  north-eaft  from  the  bay  before- mentioned. 

Thurfday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  following,  we 
fpent  in  taking  out  of  our  prize  what  parcels  of 
cocoa  nuts  we  thought  fit,  (he  being  chiefly  laden 
with  that  commodity.  This  being  done,  we  cut 
down  the  main-maft  by  the  board/  and  gave  them 
only  their  main* fail,  and  thus  turning  the  fiiip 
C  4  loofe,. 
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loofe,  fent  away  in  her  all  oiir  old  flaves  for  the 
good  fervice  they  had  done  us,  taking  new  ones 
from  the  prize  in  their  room.  One  only  we  ftill  de- 
tained, who  was  Francifco  the  negro,  that  attempted 
to  run  away  by  fwimming  afhore. 

Sunday,  July  the  i/ih.  This  day  we  went  from 
the  (hip,  and  found  the  river  of  San  lago  before- 
mentioned.  At  the  mouth  of  this  'river  we  ftaid 
Monday  and  TuefJay  following  to  take  in  water, 
which  we  now  much  wanted.  On  the  fides  of  the 
river  we  found  good  ftore  cf  plantains :  our  frefh 
"rater  we  fcrcliecl  four  miles  up  the  river.  We  faw 
feveral  Indians,  but  could  not  fpeak  with  them,  they 
were  fo  fliy  of  us,  being  forewarned  by  the  Spa- 
niards not  to  come  near  us. 

Wednefday,  July  the  20th,  we  (hared  our  plun- 
der, or  rather  made  part  of  the  dividend  of  what 
we  had  taken,  the  reft  being  referved  to  another 
day.  Our  priToners  being  examined,  informed  ns 
that  the  Spaniards  had  taken  up. our  anchors  an<J 
cables,  which  we  left  behind  us  at  the  ifle  of  Juao 
Fernandez ;  alfq  that  they  bad  furprized  the  Muf- 
quito  Indian  that  we  left  behind  us  there  on  (hore, 
by  the  light  of  a  fire  which  he  made  in  the  night 
upon  the  ifle. 

Tuefday,  July  the  21ft.  All  the  four-and- twenty 
hours  laft  paft  we  ftood  off  and  in.  The  next  day 
we  fhared  the  reft  of  onr  things  taken  in  the  prize, 
as  alfo  the  money  that  was  in  the  bags ;  the  reft  we 
laid  up' to  divide  upon  another  occafion  ;  efpecially 
when  we  were  got  through  the  ftreights  of  Ma- 
gellan. Our  dividend  amounted  to  the  fum  of  234 
pieces  of  eight  a  man.  Our  prifoners  informed  us 
this  day,  that  a  new  viceroy  of  Peru  was  arrived  at 
Panama,  and  that  he  dared  not  adventure  up  to 
Lima  in  a  fliip  of  twenty-five  guns,  that  was  at  Pa- 
aama,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  us  at  fea^  but  had 

chofe 
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cKofe  rather  to  flay  till  the  Armada  came  down  from 
Lima  to  conduct  bim  tbicher. 

Julj  the  23d,  we  had  a  frcfti. breeze  at  S.  W.  and 
the  next  day  a  clear  obfervation,  which  gave  us  only 
latitude  14  M.  north.  This  day  we  faw.  cape  St, 
Francifco,  N.  E. 

Monday,  July  the  25lh.  This  day  we  obferved- 
latitude  i  deg.  20  S.  and  we  had  S.  W.  wind.  July 
the  26th.  This  HK)ming  we  had  a  very  great  dew 
fallen  in  the  night  laft  part.  The  weather  io  like 
manner  was  very  clofe.  On  WeJucfday,  July  the 
ajth,  we  were  ai  S.  S.  W.  of  Cape  Eaflao,  and  at  fix. 
leagues  diftance. 

The  fame  momiDg  about  feven  of  the  clock  we 
fpied  a  fail  £.  S.   £.  from  us,  under  fliore.     We 
prefently  gave  her  clofe  chace,  and  about  noon  came 
up  with  her.    Bat  fevcral  of  her  crew  got  on  (hore, 
and  made  their  efcape,  viz*  a  friar,  who  w«as  either 
a  pallenger,  or  chaplain  to  the  veflel,  and  five  ne*- 
grocs.     She  proved  to  be  a  bnrco  de   avifo,    or 
packet-boat,  that  was  going  with  letters  from  Pa- 
nama to  Lima.     In  this  bark  we  took,  among  other 
prifoners,  two  white  women,  who  were  paAengerg 
to  the  fame  place.     Thefe  and  the  reft  of  the  pi  i- 
ibners  told  U£,  they  had  heard  at  Panama^  that  we 
were  all  gone  out  of  thefe  feas  homewards  over  land, . 
and  that  made  them  adventure  now  up  towards 
Xrima;  otherwife  they  had   not  come.     This  day, 
and  Thurfday  following,   we  fpcnt  in  rummaging 
the  packet-boat,  in  which- we  could  find  nothing  of 
iMlue,  they  having  fcarce  bronght  any  thing  with* 
tbem  but  the  packot.     They  told  us  moreover,  t]i;U 
the  new  viceroy  of  Peru,  of  whom  we.  made  men- 
tion  above,   was  fetting  for^th  from  Panama,   under 
the  conduft  of  three  (ail  of  (hips ;  one  of  fixtecu, 
another  of  eight,  and  a  third  of  fix  guns  :  that  a^ 
£eneral  peace  was  all  over  Europe,  except  only  thr.t 
C  5  tije 
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the  Engiifh  had  wars  vUh  the  Algerines  by  fca,  and 
the  Spaniards  by  land.  Having  got  what  we  could 
out  ot  the  prifoncrs  and  the  veflel,  we  gave  them 
their  liberty,  and  fent  them  away  in  the  (aro^bark, 
as  being  defirous  not  to  encumber  ourfelves  with  - 
more  than  we  could  well  manage.  That  night  we 
flood  out  to  Tea  all  night  long,  moft  of  our  mea 
being  fuddled. 

CHAP.     XXI. 

They  take  another  Spanijb  /hip  richly  lackn,  under 
the  eguinodfiai.  They  make-  feveral  dividends  of 
their  booty  among  them/elves.  They  arrive  at  the 
ijle  of  Piatey  where  they  are  iti  danger  of  being 
all  majjacred  by  their  Jlaves  and  prifoners.  Their 
departure  from  thence  for  the  port  of  Paita,  with 
defign  to  plunder  the faid  place. 

XT  EXT  morning,  after  we  had  turned  away  the 
-^^  packet-boat  before- mentioned,  the  weather  be- 
ing very  clofe,  we  fpicd  another  fail  creeping  dofe 
under  our  lee.  This  vefTcllooked  mighty  big;  fo 
that  we  thought  (he  had  been  one  of  their  chiefeft 
men  of  war,  who  was  fent  to  furprize  or  deftroy  us. 
Uotwithftanding  onr  brave  commander,  captain 
Sharp,  refolved  to  fight,  and  either  take  her  though 
never  fo  big,  or  (he  us :  in  order  thereto,  coming 
nearer  her,  we  eafily  perceived  (he  was  a  merchant 
fhip  of  great  bulk,  as  moft  Spanifh  veffelsare,  and 
wiihal  very  deeply  laden.  Being  up  with  them, 
they  fired  three  or  four  guns  at  us  firft,  thinking  to 
make  iheir  party  good  againft  us  ;  but  we  anfwcred 
them  briflcly  with  a  continual  volley  of  fmall  arms, 
fo  that  they  foon  run  down  into  the  hold,  and  fur- 
rendered,  crying  aloud  for  quarter.  We  killed  in 
that  volley  their  captain^  and  one  feaman,  and  alfo 
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wounded  their  boatfwain.  The  lofs  of  iheir  com- 
mander (o  daunted  them,  he  being  a  man  of  good 
repute  in  thofe  feas,  that  they  furrendered  imme- 
diately. Captain  Sharp,  with  twelve  more  of  our' 
company,  entered  her  firft.  In  this  veflel  I  faw  the 
beauiifulleft  woman  that  ever  I  faw  in  the  South-fea. 
The  name  of  the  captain  of  the  vcfTel  was  don 
Diego  Lopez,  and  the  fhip  was  called  El  Santo  Ro- 
fario,  or  the  Holy  Rofary.  The  men  we  found  on- 
board her  were  about  forty. 

Having  examined  our  prifoners,  they  informed 
us,  that  the  day  before  they  fct  fail  from  El  Callaa 
(from  which  port  they  were  going  towards  Panama)- 
our  men,  whom  they  had  taken  prifoners  at  Arica, 
were  brought  into  that  place ;  and  that  they  had* 
been  very  civilly  entertained  there  by  all  forts  oi 
people,  but  more  efpecially  by  the  women.  That 
one  of  our  furgeons,  whom  we  fufpefted  to  be  Mr^ 
Bullock,  was  left  behind^  and  remained  ftill  at 
Arica.' 

We  lay  at  anchor  from  Friday,  July  the  2g\\\i 
which  was  the  day  we  took  this  prize,  till  Wednef- 
day  following^  under  Cape  Paflao,  the  place  we  an- 
chored at  before.  Here  we  funk  the  bark  we  had* 
taken  at  the  gulf  of  Nicoya,  being  willing  to  make 
ufe  of  what  rigging  (he  had,  and  alfo  to  contraft 
our  number  of  men.  In  the  mean  while  we  took  a 
great  deal  of  plate  out  of  the  prize,  and  fome  money 
ready  coined,  be  fides  fix  hundfed  and  twenty  ja»s 
of  wine  and'  brandy, .  and  other  things.  Thus, 
leaving  only. the  foremaft  ftnnding  in  the  vcfTol,  we 
turned  her  away,  as  we  had  done  the  others  before; 
together  with  all  the  ptifoncrs  in  her,  giving  them 
their  liberty,  not  being  willing  to  be  encumbered 
with  them  ;  and  withal,  bting  dcfirous  to  fpare 
otur  provifions  as  much  as  we  could.  We  detained 
only  one  man,  named  Frandfco,  who  was  a  Bift 
C  6  cauicr, 
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canier,  becaufe  be  told  us  hitnlelf  he  was  the  beft 
pilot  in  tboTe  feas.  This  being  dooe,  we  (bared  all 
the  plate  and  Ijoen  taken  in  her,  and  weighed  from 
thence,  Handing  S.  S.  £.  with  afirefliwind. 

Friday,  Auguft  the  4th.  This  day  we  fliared  the 
readjr  money  taken  in  the  Rofario,  our  laft  prize* 
Our  dividend  came  to  ninety- four  pieces  of  eight  a 
man*  We'wcre  now  at  N.  E.  of  Cape  Paflao,  under 
which  all  thefe  prizes  were  taken.,. 

Tbe  land  runs  S.  £.  and  is  for  five  leagues  toge* 
ther,  to  windward  ff  this  cape,  all  mountainous 
and  high  land. 

.  Next  day,  being  Auguft  the  5th,  we  completed 
our  dividends,  iharing  this  day  all  our  odd  money 
ready  coined,  and  plate,  with  fome  other  things. 

Saturday,  Auguft  the  6th.  This  day  perufii^ 
fome  letters  taken  in  the  lad  prize,  I  underflood 
by  them  that  the  Spaniards  had  taken  prifoner  one 
of  the  laft  party  of  our  men  that  left  us;  alfo,  that 
they  were  forced  to  fight  all  their  way  over  land  as 
they  went,  both  againft  the  Spaniards  and  Indians ; 
thefe  having  made  peace  with  the  Spaniards  fince 
our  departure,  as  was  mentioned  above:  that  our 
Englifhmen  had  killed,  amoogft  other  Spaniards, 
the  brother  of  captain  Aflientos,  and  captain  Alonfo, 
an  officer  fo  named.  Moreover,  that  ten  fail  of 
privateers  were  coming  out  of  the  North-fea,  with 
intent  to  march  over  land  into  the  6outh-fea,  as.  we 
bad  done  before,  but  that  they  were  prevented,  be^ 
ing  forced  back  by  the  great  rains  that  fell  near  the 
iflands  called  2^mblas. 

Auguft  the  7th,  we  had  very  fair  weather,  and 

notwithftanding  fomeiimes  ftrong  winds  from  (hore, 

and  a  ftrong  current  to  leeward.     This  fan  fo  fierce 

againft  us  the  next  day,  Auguft  the  8th,  that  ia 

.  four- and -twenty  hours  we  loft  three  leagues. 

Tucfday,  Auguft  the  pth,  we  few  the  port  and 
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town  of  Manta ;  being  only  fl^Cteen  or  feventeen 
firaggliag  houfes,  with  a  large  and  high  brick 
church  bdonging  to  it.  What  we  got  in  the  day 
by  the  help  of  the  wind,  we  luft  in  the  night  by  the 
current.  The  fame  fortune  we  had  the  next  day« 
for  we  ftill  gained  no  way  all  this  while. 

Thurfday,,  Auguft  the  iith.  All  the  night  part 
we  had  but  little  wind  ;  this  day  we  had  a  violent 
current  to  windward,  as  before,  with  fome  gulls  of 
wind.  However,  by  the  help  of  thefe,  we  made 
ihift  to  get  to  windward  of  the  ifle  of  Plate. 

Auguu  the  1 2th,  in  the  moruiog,  we  came  to 
auchor  at  the  aforefaid  ifle :  we  fent  our  boat  afhore 
with  men,  as  we  had  dooe  formerly,  to  kill  goats, 
but  we  found  them  extreme  (hy  to  what  they  were 
the  laft  year.  Here  it  was  that  our  quat  ter-mafler 
James  Chappel  and  myfeif  fought  a  duel  on  (hore. 
In  the  evening  our  flaves  agreed  among  themfelves, 
and  plotted  to  cut  us  all  in  pieces  when  wc  were 
afleep,  not  giving  quarter  to  any :  they  conceived 
this  night  afforded  them  the  fitteft  opportunity,  by 
reafon  we  were  all  in  drink ;  but  they  were  dis- 
covered to  our  co(pmander  by  one  of  their  own 
companions :  and  one  of  them  named  San  lago, 
whom  we  brought  from  Yqueque,  leapt  overboard; 
who  notwithilanding  was  fliot  in  the  water  by  our 
captain,  and  thus  puniQied  for  his  treafon  :  the  reft 
laid  the  fault  on  that  flavc,  and  fo  it  paiTed,  we 
being  not  willing  to  enquire  any  farther  into  the 
matter,  having  terrified  them  with  the  death  of 
their  companion.  We  lay  at  this  ifle  till  Tuefday 
following,  and  in 'the  interim  gave  our  vcflcl  a  pair 
of  boots  and  tops.  Being  very  merry  all  the  while 
with  the  wine  and  brandy  we  had  taken  in  the 
prize. 

Tuefday,  Auguft  the  i6th.  In  the  afternoon, 
we  weighed  from  thence  with  a  S.  W.  wind, 

Wedncliiiay,  Auguft  the  -lyth.  We  got  eaft  of 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


62         ne  HISrORT  of  tbi 

the  ifland   this  morniDg,  two  leagues  and  a  h^f 
dlilance. 

All  the  day  till  the  morning  we  had  a  kewartf 
current,  but  then  I  could  not  perceive  any. 

ThurfcIay,Auguft  the  i8th.  This  evening  we  were 
to  windward  of  jthc  iQand  of  Solango.  In  the  night 
before  we  hnd  a  continual  mifty  rain.  At  noon  the 
aforefaid  ifland  bore  N.  by  E.  of  us,  at  three  leagues 
diftance. 

About  three  latgues  from  Solango  are  two  rocks, 
called  Los  Abercados  :  they  appear  both  high  and 
black.  Befides  this,  N.  N.  E.  from  point  St.  He- 
lena, is  a  high  rock,  which  to  windward  thereof 
runs  flioaling  for  the  (pace  of  half  a  mile  under  wa- 
ter :  it  is  diftant  about  eight  leagues  from  the  faid 
point,  and  is  called  Chanduy.  At  this  place,  and' 
upon  this  rock,  was  loft  the  (hip  a  fore- mentioned; 
that  was  ordered  from  ihefe  feas  to  the  aid  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  king  of  England.  This  fhip  had 
on  board,  as  the  Spaniards  relate,  many  millions  of' 
preces  of  eight,  being  fent  as  a  prefent  to  him,  he 
being  then  in  his  troubles,  by  ihe  merchants  of  Lima. 
The  rock  afore-mentioned  lies  ahput  two  leagues 
diftant  from  the  main. 

Auguft  the  aprh.  This  day  our  pilot  told  us,  that 
fince  we  were  to  windward,  a  certain  (hip  that  was 
coming  from  Lima,  bound  for  Guayaquil,  ran  aftiore 
on  Santa  Clara,  lofing  there  in  money  to  the  value 
of  100,000  pieces  of  eight,  which  otherwife,  per- 
adventure,  we  might  very  fortunately  have  met 
withal.  Moreover,  that  the  viceroy  of  Peru  had 
beheaded  thfir  great  admiral  Ponce,  for  not  coming 
to  fight  and  deftroy  us,  while  we  were  at  Gorgppai 
This  evening  we  faw  the  pdnt  Santa  Helena,  ten 
leagues  to  S.  S.  E.  from  us. 

Auguft  the  20th.  This  day  we  had  both  mifly 
and  cold  weather :  in  the  afternoon  we  faw  la  Punta 
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de  Santa  Heleaa^  at  N.  £•  by  N.  and  at  about  feven 
leagues  diftance. 

On  Sunday,  Anguft  the  21ft,  we  had  a  fair  and 
dear  day  :  I  reckoned  myfclf  to  be  about  twenty- 
five  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Santa  Helena. 

Auguft  the  22d.  This  morning  about  twoo*clock 
we  came  clofe  m  with  the  fliore.  We  found  our- 
felves  to  be  leeward  of  a  certain  point  called  Punta 
de  Mero,  which  is  only  a  barren  rocky  point :  here 
runs  an  eddy  current  under  the  fhore. 

Tuefday,  Anguft  the  23d.  This  day-in  the  morn- 
ing we  had  but  little  wind :  at  noon  k  blew  frcfli 
again.  We  made  all  day  but  (hort  trips,  and  rifTed 
top  fails. 

Wednefday,  Auguft  the  24th.  Thi»  morning  a 
great  dew  fell :  at  noon  we  were  weft  from  Cape 
Blanco.  We  found  by  obfervation  lat.  4  deg.  1 3  S. 
We  refolved  now  to  bear  up  to  Paita,  and  take  it  by 
furprifal  if  poffible,  thereby  to  provide  ourfelves  with 
many  neceflaries  we  wanted. 

CHAP.     xxn. 

They  arrive  at  Paita^  where  they  are  difnppointei 
of  their  expc^ations^  as  not  daring  to  land^  feeing 
all  the  country  alarmed  before  them.  They  bear 
away  for  the  freight  cf  Magellan,  An  account 
of  their  failings  towards^  the  freight  af ore-men*' 
tioned, 

'TTHurfday,  Anguft  the  25.th.  Wednefday  night 
^  we  ftood  off  to  fea  for  fear  of  the  ftiore,  left 
we  fhould  be  dcfcried  from  the  coaft  of  Paita,  which 
we  were  now  pretty  nigh.  About  noon  this  day 
we  began  to  ftand  in  again,  and  faw  the  homing  of 
land,  though  with  hazy  weather.  The  next  day, 
being  Auguft  the  26th,  we  hi\d  cold  winds,  great 
dews,  and  dry  weather, 

Satvrdaf^ 
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Saturday,  Auguft  the  27tb.  All  this  day,  efpe-- 
cially  in  the  morniDg,  we  ])ad  a  great  fog.  In  the 
afterdoon  we  faw  la  Silk  de  Paita  at  W.  S.  W.  beiag 
about  five  leagues  from  it. 

Sunday,  Auguft   the   28th.     Laft  night  about 
ten,  we  were  clofe  in  with  land,  at  about  half  ^. 
league  to  leeward  of  the  ifland  of  Lobos.   We  con- 
tinued our  courfe  all  that  night,  and  about  break  of 
day  found  ourfelves  clofe  under  Peoa  Horadada^ 
which  is  a  high  and  Aeep  rock.  From  this  place  we 
failed  with  a  land-wind,  and  fcnt  from  the  (hip  two 
canoes  well  manned  and   armed,  hoping  we  (houU 
take  the  town  of  Paita  undefcried.     But  it  feoms 
they  had  already  got  news  of  our  coming,  or  being 
upon  that  coaft;  and  fupplies  of  forces  were  fenp 
them  from  Piura,  twelve  leagues  up  the  country. 
Thefe  fupplies  confifted  chiefly  of  three  companies- 
of  horfe  and  foot,  all  of  them  armed  with  fire-arms*. 
Befides  this,  they  had  made,  for  the  defence  of  the 
town,  a  breaft-work  along  the  fea-fidc,  and  the  great 
church  which  lies  at  the  outermoft  part  of  the  town. 
From  thefe  places,  as  alfo  from  a  hill  that  covers  the 
town,  they  fired  at  our  men,  who  were  innocently, 
rolling  towards  fliore  with  their  canoes.     This  un- 
timely firing  was  the  prefervation  of  our  people:- 
for  had  the  Spaniards  permitted  our  men  to  come 
afhore,  they .  had  afluredly  deftroyed   them  every 
man  ;  but  fear  always  hindereth  that  nation  of  vic- 
tory in  mod  of  our  attempts. 

Our  men  perceiving  themfclves  difcovercd,  and 
the  ejiemy  prepared  for  their  reception,  retreated, 
and  came  aboard  the  (hip  again  without  attempting 
to  land,  or  do  any  thing  elfe  in  relation  to  the  taking 
of  the  place.  We  judged  there  could  be  no  Icfs  than 
150  fire*arms,  and  four  times  as  many  lances  upoa 
the  ihore,  all  in  a  readinefs  to  binder  our  people 
from  landing.  Within  the  town,  our  pilot  told  us, 
there  might  be  about  1 50  families. 

Being. 
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Being  difappointcd  of  our  expeftations  at  Paita, 
vrt  flood  do^vn  the  bay  towards  Colan,  three  times 
as  big  a$  Paita.  It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  fifher- 
men,  who  fend  fiOi  to  moft  ialand  to^vns  of  Peru ; 
and  alfo  fervc  Paita  with  water  from  the  river  Colan, 
not  far  from  the  town.  It  is  about  two  leagues  from 
the  town  of  Paita  before-mentioned  to  Colan,  and 
from  thence  to  the  river  one  league,  although  the 
houfes  of  Colan  reach  almoft  to  the  river.  The 
town  of  Colan  is  only  inhabited  by  Indians,  who 
arc  all  rich  ;  becaufe  they  will  be  paid  in  ready  mo- 
ney for  every  thing  they  do  for  the  Spaniards.  But 
the  to^n  of  Paita  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  Spaniards^ 
though  there  be  alfo  fome  Indians;  but  the  Spa- 
niards do  not  fuffer  the  Indians  to  be  any  great 
gainers,  or  grow  rich  under  them. 

About  ten  o'clock  a  fmall  breeze  fprung  up,  and 
with  that  we  flood  away  weft,  and  W.  by  S.  In  a 
little  time  it  blew  fo  frcfli,  that  we  were  forced  to 
rifF  our  top-fails,  the  weather  being  very  dark  and 
hazy. 

Monday,  Auguft  the  29th,  all  our  hopes  of , do- 
ing any  farther  good  upon  the  coafts  of  the  South* 
feas  being  now  fruflrated,  feeing  we  were  defcried 
before  our  arrival  wherever  we  came,  we  rcfolved 
unanimoufly  to  quit  all  other  attempts,  and  bear 
^  away  for  the  flreights  of  Magellan,  in  order  to  our 
*  return  homewards,  either  for  England,  or  fome  of 
our  plantations  in  the  Wefl-Indies.  This  day  we 
had  a  great  dew,  and  I  reckoned  myfelf  W.  S.  Wr 
from  Paita  thirteen  leagues  and  a  half,  with  very 
little  wind ;  fo  we  flood  caft. 

The  next  day,  Auguft  the  30th,  we  had  mifty 
weather ;  we  made  a  W.  S.  W.  way,  and  by  it  five 
leagues  and  one  third.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind 
fremened  again,  having  been  but  little  before,  and 
we  flood  E.  S.  E. 

Th-t 
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The  laft  day  of  ^uguft  wc  had  very  fair  wea- 
ther. I  believe  now  that  the  wind  was  fettled  S.  E. 
and  S.  S.  E.  We  made  a  S.  S.  W.  way,  and  twcaty- 
one  leagues  and  two  thirds. 

September  the  ift.  The  night  paft  was  very 
cloudy,  but  withal  we  had  a  fre(h  gale«  Our  rec- 
koning was  a  S.  W.  way,  and  that  we  had  made 
iixteen  leagues  and  two  thirds. 
*  September  the  ad,  we  reckoned  a  S.  W.  way, 
and  by  it  twenty-fix  leagues  and  two  thirds.  This 
day  we  had  an  obfervation,  and  found  latitude  7 
deg.  40  fouth. 

September  the  3d  brought  us  both  cloudy  and 
mifty  weather-  We  made  a  W.  8.  W.  way,  and 
fourteen  leagues. 

September  the  4th.  This  day  the  wind  was  at 
£.  S.  £.  and  fometimes  E.  coming  in  many  flaws. 
We  had  a  S,  W.  by  S.  way,  and  reckoned  twenty- 
three  leagues  and  two  thirds.  We  had  a  great  fea 
from  the  fouth, 

Monday,  September  the  5th,  we  had  great 
winds,  and  a  high  and  (hort  fea.  Our  way  was  S^ 
S.  W.  and  halfw.  by  which  we  reckoned  28 
leagues  and  two  thirds  of  a  league. 

September  the  6th,  wc  had  a  very  frefti  wind  at  S* 
E.  by  E.  with  an  indifferent  fmooth  fea.  By  obferva- 
tion  we  found  this  day  latitude  12  deg.  o.  S.  Wc 
made  a  S.  W.  by  S.  way,  and  twenty  leagues  and 
one  third. 

Wednefday,  September  the  7th,  we  had  a  very 
frefh  wind.  We  reckoned  a  S.  W.  by  8.  way,  and 
thirty-fix.  leagues.  We  obferved  latitude  13  d^. 
24  S.  We  made  now  each  mefs  a  plumb-pudding  of 
lalt- water  and  wine-lees. 

*  The  8th,  we  had  a  frelh  gale  of  wind,  but  hazy 
weather.  Our  reckoning  was  a  8.  W.  by  8.  way,  and 
hereby  twenty-five  leagues  and  one  third  of  a  league. 

Sep. 
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September  the  pth,  vrc  made  a  S.  W.  by  S.  way, 
and  twenty-one  leagues  and  a  third.  In  the  after- 
noon the  wind  came  about  fomething  more  foutherly, 
allowing  us  a  S.  W.  courfe. 

Saturday,  September  the  loth.  All  the  night  part 
and  this  morning  the  wind  was  very  frefo  ateaft. 
Our  way  was  S.  S.  W.  and  by  our  reckoning  thirty- 
five  leagues  and  one  third :  the  weather  was  now 
warm.  An  obfervation  this  day  gave  lat.  i6  dcg. 
40  fouth. 

September  the  nth,  we  had  whiffling  winds : 
a  fouih-weft  half  fouth  way,  and  thereby  twelve 
leagues  and  two  thirds.  By  an  obfervation  we  made» 
wc  found  17  deg.  10  fouth.  Now  we  had  a  very 
great  fea  ;  fo  that  we  took -in  our  fprit-fail. 

September  the  i2tb.  All  the  night  before  we 
were  under  a  pair  of  courfes ;  yet  this  morning  we 
heaved  out  our  main  top  fail.  We  made  a  W,  S. 
W.  way,  and  feventecn  leagues  and  one  third.  By 
obfervation  we  found  lat.  17  dcg.  30  fouth. 

The  13th.  The  night  pall  we  had  great  and 
huge  ftorms  of  wind.  Xn  the  morning  our  goofe- 
bead  gave  way,  fo  that  about  noon  we  were  forced 
to  lie  by  till  four  in  the  afternoon  to  mend  it.  Our 
courfe  was  S.  W.  half  W.  and  our  reckoning 
twenty-nine  leagues  and  two  thirds  of  a  league* 
Latitude  by  obfervation- 1 8  deg.  12  fouth. 

Wednefday,  September  the  14th.  This  day  we 
had  very  hazy  weather.  Wc  made  a  S.  S.  W.  way, 
and  twenty  leagues. 

September  the  15th.  This  day  likewife  we  had 
a  S.  S.  W.  way,  and  reckoned  twenty-three  leagues 
and  one  half.  Our  obfervation  taken  this  day  gave 
QS  lat.  20  deg.  9  fouth. 

September  the  i6th,  we  had  a  clear  day,  a  S.  W. 
half  fouth  way,  and  made  fixteen  leagues  and  two 
thirds.  We  found  by  obfervation  lat.  20  deg.  4S 
foutli. 

The 
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The  17th.  Laft  night  was  very  calm;  alfo  this 
day,  being  a  full-moon.  We  reckoned  a  S.  W. 
way,  and  only  (by  reafon  of  the  calmnefs  of  the 
weather)  nine  leagues  and  one  third  of  a  league. 
We  had  an  obfervation,  which  afforded  us  21  deg. 
8  S.  latitude. 

Sunday,  September  the  1 8th.  Laftjiight  awind 
fprang  up  at  S.  S.  E.  which  this  morning  frcftiened 
at  S.  E.  We  made  a  W.  S.  W.  way,  and  by  it 
eighteen  leagues.  This  jday  llkewifc  we  had  a  clear 
obfervaiion,  that  fhewed  us  lat.  21.  deg.  30  S. 

September  the  19th.  All  the  night  pail  we  hai 
a  very  frefh  wind ;  but  this  morning  it  came  about 
to  E.  by  S.  and  E.  S.  E.  with  hazy  weather.  I  rcc* 
koned  a  S.  W.  by  S.  way,  and  twenty-two  leagues. 

September  the  20th.  This  day  gave  us  a  fre(h 
wind,  hazy  weather,  and  S.  by  W.  way,  and  here- 
upon twenty-three  leagues  and  one  third. 

September  the  21ft.  This  day  alfo  the  frefti  gale 
continued,  with  cloudy,  and  fometimes  mifty  wea- 
ther. Our  reckoning  fhewed  us  a  S.  by  W.  way,  as. 
the  day  before,  and  by  it  twenty-eight  leagues  and 
one  third.  By  obfervation  made  *wc  found  lat.  25 
deg.  1 5  fouth. 

Thurfday,  September  the  22d.  This  day  we  had 
a  very  fre(h  wind  :  we  reckoned  a  (buth  half  W» 
way,  and  by  that  twenty-nine  leagues  and  twa 
thirds.  An  obfervation  taken  gave  us  lat.  26  deg- 
42  fouth.  We  obferved  this  day  a  north-eaft  fca,. 
which  was  very  ftrange  to  us. 

Thejiext  day  we  had  feveral  fhowers  of  fmali 
rain:  my  reckoning  was  a  S.  by  W.  way,  and 
thereupon  twenty-fix  leagues.  We  found  by  obfer- 
vation lat.  27  deg.  57  fouth. 

September  the  24th,  we  had  hazy  weather,  and 
the  wind  not  fo  frefti  at  E.  S.  E.  with  a  fmooth 
fca :  we  made  a  S.  S.  W.  way  half  weflerly,  and 

twenty 
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twenty- three  leagues  and  two  thirds.  This  dajr 
alfo  an  obfcrvation  gave  us  lat.  28.  deg.  57  footh. 
I  reckoned  now  that  we  were  diftant  from  Paita 
302  leagues  and  two  thirds. 

Sunday,  September  the  25th.  This  day  we  had 
not  much  wind,  and  withal  hazy  weathen  At 
noon  the  wind  came  eaft,  then  £.  N.  £.  and  thea 
again  N.  E.  by  E.  We  reckoned  a  S.  by  E.  way, 
half  eafterly  and  55  leagues. 

Monday  the  26th,  we  had  hazy  weather,  and  a 
fre(h  wind  at  N.  E.  We  reckoned  a  S.  E.  half  fouth 
way,  and  twenty*  four  leagues.  In  the  afterhooa 
we  experimented  a  N.  N.  E.  fea,  and  then  a  N.  N. 
E.  wind;  after  this  a  north  wind,  and  that  but  a 
little. 

September  the  27th.  All  the  night  befiarc  rfils 
day  we  had  a  frefh  wind  at  N.  N.  E.  About  eight 
this  morning  it  came  aboitt  again  to  N.  N.  W.  We 
made  a  S.  E.  by  S.  way,  and  thirty-eight  leagues. 
By  obfervation  I  found  lat.  32  deg.  30  fouth.  Now 
we  enjoyed  a  very  fmooth  fea,  and  fair  weather. 

Wednefday,  September  the  28th.  The  night  part 
we  had  a  very  fre(h  wind  at  N.  N.  W.  and  N.  W. 

At  break  of  day  we  had  a  wind  at heaving  us  a- 

back  at  once.  At  noon  again  the  wind  was  at  S.  W« 
our  courfe  being  S.  E.  This  morning  we  took  down 
our  top-gallant  raafls.  We  made  a  S.  E,  by  E. 
way,  and  on  this  road  tweniy-fevenlcaguesand  two 
thirds.  We  found,  by  an  obfervation  made,  lat.  33 
deg   16  fouth,  a  fouth-weft  fea. 

The  29th,  we  had  very  windy  and  hazy  wea- 
ther, with  fome  rain  now  and  then.  All  laft  night 
tve  handed  our  main  top-fall.     We  made  a  S.  E^  ■ 
E.  way,  and  thirty-two  leagues  and  two  thirds.  We 
had  a  fouth- weft  fea  and  wind. 

Friday,  September  the  30th.  This  day  we  had 
frelh  winds  between  S.  W.  and  W.     We  reckoned 

aS.  E. 
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a  S.  E.  half  fouth  way,  and  thereupon  forty- four 
leagues.  By  obfcrvaiion  we  found  lat.  35  deg.  54 
fouth. 

Oftober  the  ift.  The  wind  this  day  was  not  very 
frefti,  but  varying.  My  reckoning  was  a  S.  E.  half 
fouth  way,  and  twenty-four  leagues.  An  obferva- 
tion  gave  us  lat.  36  deg.  50  louth.  This  day  I 
iinifhed  another  quadrant,  being  the  third  I  finiihed 
in  this  voyage.  We  had  a  louth-weft  fea,  with 
ihowers  of  rain  and  gulls  of  wind. 

Sunday,  Oftober  the  ad.  The  wind  this  day 
was  hangii^  between  W.  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by  N. 
"We  made  a  S.  E.  by  fouth  way,  and  thirty-diree 
leagues  and  two  thirds.  By  obfervation  we  found  38 
deg.  14  fouth  s  about  noon  we  had  a  fre(h  wind  at 
a.  W.  and  S.  W. 

Oftobcr  the  3d.  The  laft  night  in  the  fore  part 
thereof  was  dear,  but  the  latter  was  rainy :  the 
Wind  very  frefli  at  N.  W.  by  N*  But  this  day  we 
had  little  wind  »id  cloudy  weather ;  a  S«  W.  bj 
W.  wind,  and  a  S.  E.  by  S.  way,  by  which  we 
reckoned  thirty-tliree  leagues  and  one  third  of  a 
league. 

Oftober  the  4th.  We  had  a  clear  night,  and  a 
very  frcfti  wind :  we  reckoned  by  a  S.  E.  by  E, 
way,  and  thereby  forty-<hree  leagues.  An  obferva- 
tion taken  Ihewed  us,  that  we  were  in  lat.  4 1  d^. 
34  fouth.  This  day  alfo  fell  feveral  (bowers  of 
Tain. 

Oftober  the  5th.  We  had  a  windy  night  the  laft  paft, 
and  clear  day.  We  reckoned  a  S.  S.  E.  half  E.  way, 
and  forty-four  leagues  and  two  thirds.  By  an  obfer- 
vation made,  we  found  lat.  43  deg.  26  fouth*.  The 
weather  now  was  very  windy,  caufing  a  huge  tcm- 
peftuous  fea.  The  wind  at  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by 
N.  blowing  very  high. 

Oftober  the  6th.  This  day  the  wind  was  ftill  at 

N.W. 
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N.  W.  and  yet  not  fo  frcfh  as  it  was  yeftcrdayj  the 
■weather  very  foggy  and  mifty :  as  for  the  wind,  it 
came  in  gufts,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  hand  oor 
top  fails  and  fprit-fail.  We  reckoned  a  S.  E.  half 
S,  way,  and  thereby  forty-three  leagues,  and  one 
third  of  a  league. .  The  feas  now  were  not  fo  high,  as 
for  fome  days  paft :  in  the  erening  we  fcudded  away 
under  our  fore  courfe. 

Friday,  Oftober  the  yih.  Laft  night  was  very 
cloudy,  and  this  day  both  dark  and  foggy  weather, 
with  fmall  rain.  We  made  a  S.  £.  way,  and  thirty 
leagues  and  two  thirds  :  a  frefh'wind  at  N.  N.  W. 
and  N.  W.  We  kept  ftill  under  a  fore  courfe,  not  fo 
much  for  the  freflioefs  of  the  wind,  as  the  clofenefs 
of  the  weather, 

OAober  the  8th.  We  had  a  clear  night  the  night 
paft,  and  withal  a  ftrong  gale ;  infomuch,  that  this, 
day  we  were  forced  to  take  in  our  fore-fail,  and 
loofen  our  mizen,  which  was  foon  blown  to  pieces. 
Our  eldcA  feamen  faid,  that  they  were  never  in  the 
like  florm  of  wind  before ;  the  fea  was  all  ki  a 
foam :  in  the  evening  it  dulled  a  little.  We  made 
a  S.  £.  half  E.  way,  and  eighteen  leagues,  with 
very  dark  weather. 

Sunday,  Oftober  the  9th.  All  the  night  paft  wc 
had  a  furious  W.  N.  W.  wind.  We  fet  our  fail 
a-drough,  and  fo  drove  to  the  fouthward  Tery 
much,  and  almoft  incredibly,  if  an  obfervation  had 
not  happened,  which  gave  us  lat.  48.  15  S.  Wc 
had  a  very  ftifF  gale  at  W.  N.  W.  with  a  great  fea 
from  W.  which  met  with  a  S.  S.  W.  fea  as  great  as 
it.  Now  the  weather  was  very  cold,  and  we  had 
one  or  two  finofty  mornings.  Yefterday  in  the  rfter- 
•noon  we  had  a  very  great  ftorm  of  hail :  at  noon  we 
bent  another  mizen. 

Monday,  Oftober  the  loth.  This  day  brought  us 
«  frefh  wind  atN.  N.  W.  We  made  a  S.  E.  half  E. 

way. 
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way,  4iQd  by  ii  forty*fotir  leagues.  By  obferfatioQ 
vjfi  fouQd  lat.  49  deg.  4 1  S.  I  reckoned  myfelf  now 
to  be  eafl  of  Paita  iixty-nioe  leagues  and  a  half. 

Tuefday,  0£lober  the  1 1  th.  Lafl  night  we  had  a 
finall  time  calm.  This  day  was  both  cloudy  and 
rainy  weather.  The  wind  at  S.  W,  and  S.  S.  W.  fii 
furious,  that  at  ten  this  morning  we  fcudded  under 
a  main-fail:  at  noon  we  lowered  our  fore-yard 
while  we  lailed.  We  noade  a  S.  E«  by  E.  way,  and 
thirty  leagues. 

CHAP,   xxrii.    • 

The  Biicanten  arrive  at  a  place  utJdwntu  to  iiem, 
which  they  new-name  the  duke-  of  Tork*s  i/Uttds^ 
A  defcription  of  the  faid  ijlandsy  and  (f  the  guff^ 
or  Lagoon^  wherein  they  lie,  fb  far  as  it  was 
fearched*  They  remain  there  many  days  by  dif" 
trefs  of  weather y  not  without  great  danger  of  being 
loft.  An  account  rffome  other  things  remarkable 
that  happened  there. 

\T17  Ednefday,  Oftober  the  12th.  All  laft  night 
^^  we  had  many  high  winds.  I  reckoned  an 
JE.  S.  E.  way,  and  twenty  leagues.;  for  our  veflel 
drove  at  a  great  rate.  Moreover,  that  we  were 
in  lat.  (o  deg.  50  S.  So  that  our  eafling  from  Paira 
by  my  account  ought  to  be  10  j  leagues  or  there- 
abouts. 

This  morning  about  two  hours  before  day,  we 
ha{>pened  by  great  acddont  to  efpy  land :  it  was  the 
great  mercy  ot  God,  which  had  always  attended  as 
in  Jiiis  voyage,  that  faved  us  from  perifhing  at  this 
time ;  for  we  were  clofe  aihore  before  we  faw  it, 
and  our  fore-yard,  which  we  moft  needed  on  this 
occafion,  was  taken  down.  The  land  we  had  fcea 
was  very  high  and  towering,  and  there  appeared  to 
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be  many  iflands  faittcrcd  up  and  dowor  Weftccrfed 
iQ  with  what  cauiion  we  could,  betwctn  them  and 
the  main,  and  at  laft  arrived  at  a  place,  or  rather 
bay,  where  we  perceived  ourfelvcs  to  be  laod  kx:kcd# 
and>  as  we  thoaght^  pretty  fafe  from  the  danger  of 
thofe  tempeftuous  Teas.  From  hence  we  (ent  away 
our  canoe  to  found  and  fearch  the  fitteft  place  f«r 
anchoring.  At  this  time  one  of  oar  men,  named 
Hemy  Sbergall,  as  he  was  going  into  omr  fpric-fail 
top,  happened  to  fall  into  the  water,  and  was 
drowned  before  he  could  have  any' help,  though 
we  endeavoured  it  as  much  as  we  could.  This  ac« 
cident  feveral  of  our  company  did  interpret  as  ^  bad 
omen  of  the  place ;  which  proved  not  fo,  through 
the  providence  of  the  Almighty;  though  we  were 
not  clear  of  dangers  neither,  as  I  (ball  relate. 

We  came  to  an  anchor  in  about  forty  fathom  wa« 
ter,  at  a  ftooe's  caft  only  from  fhore.  The  water 
where  we  anchored  was  very  fmooth,  and  the  high 
lands  round  abcnit  all  covered  with  (now.  Having 
confidered  the  time  of  the  year,  and  all  other  cir- 
cumfiances,  we  refolved,  that  in  cafe  we  could  find 
a  fufikient  ftock  of  provifions  here,  we  would  fta7 
the  longer,  that  is,  till  the  beginning  of  fummer,  or 
fomcthing  longer,  before  we  profecuted  our  intended 
voyage  homewards  through  the  ftrcights  -of  Ma- 
geUan  ;  which  ik>w  we  began  to  be  careful  how  to 
find.  That  day  we  anchored  in  this  bay,  we  ihot 
fix  or  eight  brave  geefe,  beiides  fome  fmall  fowl,  * 
Here  we  found  many  hundreds  of  mufcle  banks, 
all  whteh  were  very  plentifully  ftocked  with  that 
Icind  of  fi(h.  We  buried  our  dead  man  on  the 
fhore,  giving  him  feveral  voUies  for  his  funeral  rites, 
according  to  cudom.  At  night  our  anchor  came 
home,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  let  go  a  grappling 
to  fecure  ourfelves.  But  ftill  every  flaw  of  wind 
drove  us.    HereupoQ  we  fet  our  fprit  foil,  and  ran 
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•dbove  a  mile  into  another  bay,  where  we  ancfaord 
Ggain :  the  firft  aDchor,  \yhich  was  the  biggeft  ia 
our  (hip,  we  loft  by  this  accident,  the  cable  being 
cut  by  the  rocks.  Thefe  idands  afore- mentioned 
our  captain  new-named,  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  York's  iilands. 

Thorfday,  Oftober  the  13th.  This  day  we  be- 
gan to  moor  our  (hip,  (he  driving,  as  we  eafily 
could  perceive,  with  every  flaw  of  wind  that  Uew« 
The  tide  flows  here  full  feven  f ea  up  and  down : 
we  moored  our  veffd  hi  a  rocky  point,  being  a  iiey, 
whereof  there  be  many  in  the  circumference  of.  this 
bay.  The  ground  of  the  bottom'  of  the  bay  we 
found  was  hard  and  fandy,  being  here  and  there 
rocky.  This  evening  we  brought  on  board  great 
flore  of  larapcrt^,  of  which  we  made  a  kettle  of 
broth,  more  than  all  our  company  could  eat. 

Frid  ly,  Oftobcr  the  i4ih,  we  killed  feveral  geefq 
as  alfo  m.iny  fowls  like  an  eagle,  but  having  a  bigger 
i>eak,  with  their  noftrils  rtfing  from  the  top  of  the 
middle  of  their  beak  by  a  h  .nd-trunk :  this  fowj 
£veth  on  fi(h.  Yefterday,  in  the  evening,  fell  a 
great  fleet  of  (bow  on  the  hills  round  about  the  bay^ 
but  none  where  we  were  at  anchor.  This  day  in  the 
eyer.ing  we  caught  lamperts  in  great  quantities^ 
three  times  as  many  as  we  could  eat.  Our  men,  i» 
ranging  the  key  for  game,  found  grafs  plaited  above- 
a  fathom  long,  and  a  knot  tied  to  the  end  thereof  r 
on  the  other  keys  they  found  mufcles  and  lampert- 
ihells.  Hence  we  concluded  thefe  countries  were 
inhabite^il  and  that  fome  Indians  or  others  were  to 
be  found  hereupon. 

Saturday,  Oftober  the  15th.  The.  night  paft 
we  had  much  rain,  with  large  .hail  flones.  About 
midnight  the  wind  came  to  north  with  fuch  great 
fury,  that  the  tree,  to  which  oor  cable  was  faf- 
tcncd  on  (hore^^ave  way  and  came  up  by  the  roots* 
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All  thofe  gTifts  of  wind  were  mixed  with  violent 
ftorms  of  rain  and  hail :  we  faftcned  again  to  other 
trees  ;  but  here  it  happened,  that  our  fhip  coming 
Tip  to  the  fhore,  our  rudder  touched,  and  broke  our 
goofe  neck :  great  was  now  our  danger,  and  greater 
it  would  have  been,  if  it  had  not  plea  fed  God  to 
fend  us  better  weather.  Scarce  a  minute  now 
pafTed  without  flaws  of  wind  and  raiu. 

Sunday,  Oftober  the  i6th.  All  night  part  was 
rainy,  as  before.  About  nine  o'clock  our  biggeft 
haulfer  gave  way  and  brake.  All  this  day  likewife 
we  had  rain,  with  fcveral  fliowers  of  hail,  and  but 
little  wind  at  norih-weft. 

Monday,  Oftober  the  17th.  Laft  night,  till  five 
this  morning,  it  ceafed  not  to  rain :  then  till  ten  it 
fnowed  :  on  the  hills  it  fnowcd  all  the  night  long. 
This  day  we  hunted  on  the  fliore  many  tracks  of 
people,  but  could  fine  none,  they  having  fled  and 
concealed  ihemfelves  for  fear  of  us,  as  we  fup- 
'  pofed. 

Oftober  the  i8th.  The  night  paft  we  had  much 
rain  and  hail ;  b^t  the  d-iy  was  very  clear  and 
pretty  warm.  Hereupon  wc  made  an  obfervation, 
which  gave  us  lat.  50  deg.  40  S. 

Oftobtr  the  .19th.  The  night  paft  was  clear  and 
frolly :  this  day  was  hazy,  and  fometbing  windy 
from  the  north  quarter.  Every  day  we  had  plenty  of 
lamperts,  and  mnfcles  of  a  very  large  fize. 

Oftober  the  20th.  The  night  paft  was  rainy; 
and  this  day  great  gufts  of  wind  at  N.  N.  W.  til! 
the  afternoon  :  then  we  had  wind  at  N.  \V.  being 
very  frefh,  and  in  gufls. 

Oftober  the  ailK  All  the  night  paft  was  tem- 
peftuoos,  with  great  gufts  of  wind  and  ftiowers  of 
hail.  Yefterday  in  the  evening  we  carried  a  cable 
aftiore,  and  faftened  it  to  a  tree :  this  being  done,  at 
midoight  our  biggeft  cable  brolte  in  the  middle. 
Da  To- 
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Towards  jnorniog  we  had  much  Tbow  ;  io  the  day, 
great  gufls  of  wind  with  large  hail-Aooes.  Wc 
caught  great  plenty  of  hroperts. 

October  the  22d«  Laft  aight  we  had  Anmgegufts 
pf  wind  from  N.  W.  together  with  much  hail  and 
rain.  This  day  we  killed  a  penguin,  and  bcgaa  to 
Ciirry  water  on  board. 

Odober  the  23d.  For  twenty-four  hoars  paft  we 
had  ttHich  rain  :  the  wind  was  but  little  at  W.  and 

Oflobcr  the  24th.  All  this  time  till  noon  nothing 
but  rain.  At  that  tio^e  it  held  up  for  half  an  hour^ 
or  thereabouts,  and  then  it  rained  again  all  the  reft 
<£  the  day. 

Odober  the  25th.  AU  this  while  we  had  not  one 
roinme  fair :.  towards  evening  it  held  np,  but  tlie 
weather  was  cloudy,  and  withal  much  warmer, 
4an  when  we  came  hither  at  firft. 

Wednesday,  Oflober  the  26th.  AS  night  paft,  and 
this  forenoon,  we  had  faur  weather ;  but  after  000a 
it  rained  again-  We  fooad  cockles  like  tbofe  we 
hfsvc  in  England* 

Thirfday,  Oftober  the  ?7th.  Laft  n'^ht  we  bad 
much  rain,  with  very  great  gufts  of  wind  all  nigbt: 
aotwlthftanding,  this  day  proved  to  be  the  faireft 
that  we  had  had  fiace  we  came  into  this  place.  In 
the  evening,  our  canoe,  whidi  was.gone  to  (earch  the 
adjacent  places  for  Indians,  or  what  clfe  they  could 
find,  retsrned  to  the  tiip,  with  a  doree  at  her  Acrn, 
They  had  gone,  as  it  /hould  ieem,  beyond  the  old 
bay  where  we  firft  anchored,  and  thereabouts  hap- 
pened  to  meet  with  this  doree :  in  it  were  three  In- 
dians, who  percdvlng  themfelves  nigh  being  taken, 
leaped  over-board  to  make  their  ifcape.  Our  men  ia 
purfuing  them  did  nnadvifedly  (hoot  ope  of  them 
oead :  a  fecond,  being  a  woman,  efcaped  thejr  hands  ; 
J>ut  the  thirdi  who  was  a  luAy  boy  about  eighteen 

years 
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years  of  age,  was  taken,  whom  they  brought  on 
board  the  (hip.  He  was  covered  only  with  a  fcal's 
(kin,  having  no  other  cloathing  aborut  hkn  :  his  eyes 
were  (qointed;  and  his  hsdr  pretty  fhort.  In  the 
middle  of  the  doree  they  had  a  fire  boming,  either 
for  dref&n^  of  viftuals,  or  fome  other  ufe.  The 
'dor^e  itfelt  was  built  fharp  at  both  ends,  and  flat- 
tKntonaed.  They  had  a  net  to  catch  penguins,  and 
a  club  like  our  bandies,  called  by  thesi  a  coma* 
unks  :  his  language  We  could  not  underftand,  but 
\i^lthal  be  pointed  op  tlie  lagoon,  giving  as  to  uq- 
dcrftandy  that  there  were  more  people  thereabouts  r 
this  was  confirmed  by  our  men,  who  alio  faid  ihcy 
had  fcen  more.  They  h^d  dart*  to  throw  againjft 
tn  enemy  pointed  with  wood. 

The  next  day,  being  0<5^ober  the  28th,  in  the- 
evctring,  our  canoe  went  fiom  the  (hip  again  ft)  fct-k 
for  more  Indians:  they  went  into  feveral  lagoon.% 
and  fearchfed  them  narrowly;  but  they  could  find 
nbthing'  but  t^vo  or  three  huts ;  all  the  natives  being 
fled  before  our  arrival.  In  the  evening  they  returned 
'to  the  fhip,  brirt^mg  with  them  very  large  lampcrts, 
txA  mftjfcleswhilh  Were  fix  inches  and  an  hnlf  long  : 
our  Indian  prifoner  could  open  ihcfe  mufcles  v'irh 
his  fingei"?,.  which  out*  men  coiild  not  fo  readilv  do 
with  their  knives.  Both  the  night  part  and  this  day 
we  had  very  fair  weather. 

The  29th,  wc  had  ip  like  manner  a  v^ry  fair  c^.iy, 
and  alfo  a  fmooth  wind  at  S.  S.  E.  Our  Indian  this 
day  pointed  to  us,  that  there  were  men  in  this  coun- 
try, or  not  far  fi^om  heilce,  with  great  beards :  he 
appeared  to  us  by  his  aftidns  to  be  very  innocent  and 
fooliih ;  but  by  his  carriage  I  was  alfo  perfuaded 
that  he  was  a  man-cater.  This  day  like  wife  we 
paught  lampcrts  enough  to  fuffice  us  for  the  mor- 
low. 

Sunday^  Odlobcr  the  3Qth,  This  day  was  fair,. and  , 
D  3^,  there 
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there  blew  a  fmall  S.  S,  E.  wind.  In  the  moroiog  we 
fent  a  canoe  over  to  the  •aflward  fliore,  to  fcek 
either  for  provifions  or  Indians,  I  myfelf  could  not 
go,  as  I  defii*ed,  being,  with  two  or  three.niore,  at 
that  time  very  much  tormented  with  the  gripes.  ..  I 
am  perfuadcd,  this  place  is  not  fo  large  an  i(l^d  as 
defcribed  by  fome  hydrographers,  but  rather  a  <;al- 
leftion  of  fmaller  iflands.  We  faw  this  day  many 
penguins,  but  they  were  fo  fliy,  that  we  could  not 
come  near  them:  they  pad. on  the  water  with  their 
wings  very  fad,  but  their  bodies  are  fo  heary  that 
they  cannot  fly.  The  fun  had  now  made  the.  wea- 
ther very  warm,  iafomuch  that  xhc  fnow  melted 
apace. 

Oftober  the  31ft.  Both.laft  nigjit  and  this, day 
were  very  fair :  at  noon  our  canoe  returned  from  the 
eafiern  fhore,  bringing  word  they  had  found  feveral 
good  bays  and  harbours,  that  were  deep  even  clofc 
10  the  fhore.  Only  there  were  feveral  rocks  funk  ia 
them,  which  we  had  alfo  where  we  were :  but  tbefe 
rocks  are  not  dangerous  to  (hipping,  by  reafon  they 
have  weeds  which  lie  two  fathoms  in  circumference 
about  them.  This  morning  blew  a  fmall  wind  at 
N.  N.  E. 

November  the  ift.  Th's  day  was  alfo  fair,  and 
we  had  a  fmall  wind,  as  before,  at  N.  N.  E. 

November  the  ad.  Laft  night  I  took  the  polar 
diftance  of  the  fouth  ftar  of  the  cock's  foot,  and 
found  it  to  be  28  deg.  25.  I  obferved  alfo  the  two 
Magellan  clouds,  of  which  I  made  mention  in  this 
journal  before,  and  found  them  to  be  as  foUoweth, 
viz  the  lefTer  14  deg.  5.  and  the  greater  14  deg. 
25.  In  the  morning  we  hoifted  on  end  our  top  roaft, 
and  brought  to  a  main  top- fail,  and  fore-fail,  and 
finiQied  our  fiiling  all  the  water  we  needed.  At  the 
-4ame  time  the  wind  hung  eafterly,  and  I  was  ftill 
troubled  with  the  gripes  as  before. 

November  the  3d.  This  morning  we  hanged  our 

rud- 
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rtidder,  the  grcateft  piece  of  work  wc  had  to  do, 
after  thofc  violent  ftorras  above-mentioned  In  the 
afternoon  we  haled  in  our  two  biggdl  haulfers  ;  an.i 
alio  our  biggcft  cable  from  the  {bore.  For  three  da)s 
laft  paft  we  had  a  very  great  and  dark  fog  bctweea 
us  and  the  eaft  ward  (horc.  We  had  now  very  littlo  wind 
in  the  cove  where  we  were,  but  abroad  at  fca  theie 
biew  at  the  fame  lime  a  fliff  gale  at  S.  S.  E.  We 
could  perceive  now,  the  ftor  ny  weatiier. being  blowa 
ortrer,  much  fmali  fry  of  filh  about  the  (hip,  where- 
of wc  could  fee  none  before.  This  evening  wa-* 
very  clear  and  cakn. 

.  November  the  4th.  Both  hift  wv^x.  and  this  d.iy 
we  had  very  calm  weather ;  only  i  fmall  breeze  in 
the  morning  fprang  up  at  N.  and  N.  N.  £.  whicli 
Afterwards  wheeled  about  to  S.  and  S.  S.  £^  This 
mbrning  we  hoifted  our  main  and  fore  yards;  and 
fikewife  fetched  off  from  the  (here  our  other  hanifer 
and  caUe,  into  the  depth  of  eleven  fathom  water. 
Our  refolutioDS  were  now  changed  for  a  departure, 
in  order  to  feck  the  mouth  of  the  (Ireights  of  Ma- 
gellan, feeing  we  could  not  winter  here  for  want  of 
provifionsy  which  we  could  not  find  either  on  tlic 
continent,  or  about  thefe  iOands  afore- nrcntioncd. 
The  weather  now  was  very  warm,  or  rather  hot, 
aad  the  birds  fung  as  fwectly  as  thofe  in  England. 
We  faw  here  both  thrulhes  and  blackbirds,  and 
many  other  forts  of  thofe  that  are  ufually  feen  in 
our  own  country, 

Saturday,  fJovember  the  5th.  This  morning 
brought  us  a  wind  at  N.  N,  E.  Hereupon  we  warped 
to  a  rocky  point,  thereby  to  get  out  of  the  cove  where 
we  lay :  for  our  anchor  came  home  to  us  as  we  were 
carrying  our  warp  out.  At  this  time  a  fecond  breezo 
c  ime  up  Very  fVe(h  in  our  ftern  ;  fo  that  we  took  the 
opportunity  thereof,  and  went  away  before  it.  By 
noon  we  hoifted  iq  our  canoes,  and  turned  loofc  our 
Indian  doree :  as  for  the  Indian  boy  whom  we  had 
D  4  taken 
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taken  in  the  faid  doree,  we  kept  bitn  prifoner,  and 
called  him  Orfon.  When  we  were  come  out  iiiro 
the  channel,  ihe  weather  grew  quite  calm  ;  only 
now  and  then  we  had  a  fxnall  breeze,  fometimes 
fr#m  one  quarter,  and  then  from  another.  By  this 
flncknefs  oi  wind  we  obrerved,  that  the  current 
hoifled  QS  to  the  fouchward.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  this 
lagoon  we  perceived  the  Indians  to  make  a  great 
fmoke  at  oar  depanure. 

\7c  had  a  very  fair  day  till  fix  in  the  evening  s 
when  we  got  without  the  mouth  of  the  gulf,  it  blew 
fo  hard,  that  in  an  hour  it  f6rced  us  to  hand  our 
top-fails :  having  now  a  fit  gale  at  N.  W.  and  N.  N. 
W.  we  flood  S.  W,  by  W.  to  clear  ourfelves  of 
focne  breaks  which  lie  four  leagues  from  the  gulfs 
mouth  at  S.  and  S.  S.  E.  Hereabouts  we  faw  manv 
rifTs  and  rocks,  whicli  occafioned  us  to  ftaiKl  ck» 
haled. 

CHAP.    XXIV. 

TTffy  depart  from  the  Engli/h  gu^  in  qusfi  rf  thr 
Jir eights  cf  Magellan^  vjhich  they  cannot  Jind. 
They  return  home  by  an  unknown  vtay. 

CUNDAY,  November  the  6th.  This  morning  we 
*^  loft  fight  of  land,  fo  that  we  could  fee  it  no 
more.  All  the  night  pafl^,  and  this  day,  we  were 
under  our  two  courfes  and  fprit-fail :  the  weather 
this  day  was  hazy :  my  reckoning  was  a  S.  W.  half 
S,  way,  and  by  it  twenty-one  leagues.  We  had  now 
an  indifferent  high  fea,  and  a  frefli  wind  at  N. 
N.  W. 

November  the  yth.  Lafl:  night  was  both  rainy  and 
foggy,  but  in  the  morning  it  cleared  up.  The  wind 
for  the  moft  part  was  at  W,  and  W.  N.  W.  But  at 
noon  it  came  about  at  W.  S,  W.  Oup  reckoning  was 

a  S.  W. 
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a  S.  W.  by  S.  way,  and  by  it  twenty  leagues.  We 
found  by  obfervation  lat.  52  deg,  3.  We  now 
(leered  away  S,  S.  E.  the  wind  belqg  at  that  time  at 
W.  S.  W.  In  the  evening  I  found  a  variation  of  the 
needle  to  N.  E.  to  the  number  of  1 5  deg.  or  bet- 
ter, I  was  flill  troubled  with  the  gripes,  as  I  h^d 
been  before. 

November  the  8  th.  We  had  a  fair  night  the  I  aft 
pad*  About  midnight  the  wind  came  to  N.  N.  W» 
This  day  early,  at  break  of  day,  we  all  were  per- 
iuaded  that  we  had  fecn  land ;  but  at  uoou  we 
found  our  midake,  it  being  only  a  cloud.  The 
wind  was  now  at  north.  My  reckoning  w.is  at  S.  E.^ 
half  £•  way,  and  thirty-two  leagues  and  one  third' 
of  a  league,  ,  We  had  an  obfervation  that  gave  uS' 
53  deg.  27  S.  The  whole  day  was  very  fine  and 
warm,  and  we  faw  great  numbers  of  fowls  and^ 
feats. 

November  tlie  9th.  Yefterday  in  the  evening  the 

.weather  was  cloud)  :^  hereupon  we  lay  by  under  a^ 

.maincourfe.  After  midnight  we  failed  eafl,  and  E. 

by  N.  with  a  frefll-  wind  at  W.  N.  W.  and  not  any 

great  fca.     The  day  itfelf  was  cloudy,  and  towards 

noon  we  had  fome  rain ;  fo  at  two  in  the  afternoon 

.we  lay  by  under  a  main  courfe,  the  wind  being 

frefh  at  N.  W.  I  reckoned  an  E.  N,  E.  way,  and 

thereby  twenty-eight  leagues. 

Thurfday,  November  the  loth.  All  night  pall  we 
lay  under  a  main  courfe,  with  a  mere  fret  of  wind 
at  N.  W.  and  N.  N.  W.  day  being,  come,  the  wind 
rather  increafed;  iafomuch,  that  about  noon  our 
fail  blew  to  pieces:  hereupon,  we  were  forced  to 
lowei^tbe  yard  and  unbend  the  {ail,  lying  for  a  little 
while  under  a  m?zen  ;  but  that  alfo  fopn  gave  way  : 
fo  that  all  the  reft  of  this  day  we  lay  a  hulk  in  very 
dark  weather,  foggy  and  windy,  with  a  great  k^i,. 
which  fometimes  rolled  over  us.  In  the  afternoon 
D  S  it* 
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it  feemed  to  abate  for  fome  fpace  of  time ;  but  foon 
after  it  blew  wprfe  thaa  before,  which  compelled 
us  to  lower  our  fore  yard. 

November  the  nth.  All  the  night  pad  we  had 
furious,  windy  and  tempefluous  weather,  from  the 
points  of  N.  W.  and  N:  N.  W.  together  Avith  feas 
higher  and  higher.  In  the  evening  we  fet  our  mi- 
2en  ;  at  which  lime  the  fun  appeared  very  wateriHi ; 
but  the  wind  now  abated  by  degrees,  and  the  feas 
alfo. 

November  the  12th.*  This  mornihg  litde  wind 
^as  flirring,  only  fome  rain  fell.  About  ten  it 
cleared  up,  and  by  an  obfervation  then  made,  wc 
found  hit.  55  deg.  25.  The  fca  was  now  much 
fallen,  and  a  frefh  wind  was  fprung  up  at  W.  and 
W.  S.  W.  We  experimented  alfo  a -very  great  cur- 
rent to  the  S.  W.  In  the  afternoon  we  fet  our  (ails 
again,  and  refolved  unanimouQy  to  make  for  the 
ftreights  of  St.  Vincent,  otherwife  called  the  (Ireights 
of  Fernando  de  Magellan.  We  had  a  frefh  wind  at 
W.  N.  W.  our  courfe  bemg  S.  S.  E.  under  our 
'fjprit-fail,  fore-fail,  and  fore- tbp-faih  This  day  we 
iiiw  many  fiflies,  or  rather  fowls,  who  had  heads 
H)ce  Mufcovy  ducks,  as  alfo  two  feet  like  them. 
They  had  two  fins,  like  the  fore- fins  of  turtles ; 
white  breads  and  bellies;  their  beaks  and  eyes  be- 
ing red.  They  are  full  of  feathers  on  their  bodies, 
and  the  hinder  parts  are  like  thofe  of  a  feal,  where- 
with they  cut  the  water.  The  Spaniards  call  ihefe 
fowls  Paxaros  Ninosi.  They  weigh  moft  commonly 
about  fix  or  feven  pounds,  being  about  a  foot  long: 
our  commander,  captain  Sharp,  was  fo  dextrous  as 
to  llrike  two  of  them.  In  the  evening  we  fet  our 
main-fail ;  the  wind  now  coming  to  weft  and  by 
fouih, 

Sunday,  November  the  i3ih.  All  the  night  paft, 
we  had  a  frclh  wind  bctwcea  S.  W.  and  W.  N.  W. 

whir 
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.  with  fom%times4nifts  of  fmall  rain.  In  the  evening  we 
had  a  fine  leading  gale  at  W.  N.  W,  together  with 
\  clear  and  wholefomc  weather.  We  made  a  S.  E. 
\vj»y,  and  by  it  forty  two  leagues  and  two  thirds. 
This  day  an  obfervaiion  gave  us  lat.  56  dcg.  558. 
We  ftill  found  a  great  S.  W.  current.  In  the  after- 
noon we  fleered  E.  S.  E.  and  in  the  evening  had 
whiffling  winds. 

November  the  14th.  Both  laft  night  and  tills 
morning  we  had  cloudy  weather:  about  eight  it 
cleared  up.  My  reckoning  vjas  a  S.  E.  by  E,  way, 
and  by  it  thirty  twp  leagues.  Our  obfervation  gave 
us  lai.  57  deg.  50  fouch.  This  day  we  could  per- 
ceive land,  and  at  noon  were  due  weft  of  it.  In  the 
evening  we  flood  E*  by  S, 

November  the  i  ^th.  All  the  night  part  was  vei  y 
cloudy:  we  judged  now  that  we  (hould  be  clofe  in 
w  ith  the  land  we  had  feen  the  day  before ;  but  the 
'morning  being  come,  we  could  fee  none:  in  the 
night  much  fnow  fell,  and  in  the  day  we  had  great 
fleets  thereof,  the  weather  being  very  cold  and 
cloudy.  I  reckoned  an  E.  S.  E.  way,  and  hereby 
twenty-nine  leagues  and  two  thirds;  moreover,  xhsxt 
our  lat.  was  58  deg.  25  S.  The  wind  was  now  fo 
frt(b  at  N.  that  we  weie  forced  to  lie  under  cur 
two  courfcs  and  fprit  fail. 

November  the  16th.  Moft  of  this  time  we  had 
ftill  rain  and  fnow,  but  now  no  night  at  alK  though  the 
weather  was  dark.  The  wind  was  various,  hut 
from  midnight  before  it  was  at  S.  E.  and  S.  S.  E. 
We  now  lay  E.  N.  E.  I  reckoned  a  N.  E.  by  E. 
way,  and  twenty  three  leagues.  About  four  in  the 
afternoon  two  of  our  fore-fliroud  bolts  broke,  but 
withal  were  prefently  mended.  This  afternoon  alfo 
we  faw"  a  very  large  whale.  In  the  eveiiing  we 
handed  in  our  fore-top  fail,  and  lay  under  our  pair 
of  courfes,  and  fprit-fnil,  the  evening,  being  very 
clear. 

J)  6  Novcm- 
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November  the  17  th.  In  the  night  there  was  a 
very  hard  froft.  At  four  this  morning  we  faw  two 
or  three  ifland^  of  ice,  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
leagues  fouthward  of  us :  foon  after  this  we  faw 
feveral  others,  the  biggeft  of  them  being  at  leaft 
two  leagues  round.  By  an  obfervation  made  this 
day,  we  found  58  deg.  23  fouth.  We  had  now  a 
vehement  current  to  the  fouthward  :  at  noon  I  faw 
.  xnany  others  6f  thefe  iflands  of  ice  afore-mentioncd, 
of  which  fome  were  fo  long,  that  we  could  fcarcc 
fee  the  end  of  thent,  and  were  extended  about  ten 
or  twelve  fathom  above  water.  The  Weathet  in  the 
mean  while  was  very  clear,  and  the  wind  cold.  I 
foqnd  variation  of  the  needle  eighteen  deg.  to  the 
nonh-eaft. 

November  the  iSth.  All  the  night  part  was  very 
fair:  (I  rauft  call  it  night,  for  otherwife  it  was  not  dark 
at  all).  The  fea  was  very  fmooth,  and  the  wind  at  N. 
and  5^.  N.  W.  I  reckoned  a  N.  E.  by  N.  way,  and 
by  the  fame  twenty- two  leagues.  At  ten  it  feU  quire 
calm,  which  held  all  the  afternoon :  but  at  night 
we  had  a  wind  again  at  N.  and  N.  by  E. 

November  the  19th.  This  day  was  cl6udy  with 
fnow,  and  a  frofty  night  preceding  it.  The  wiiwl 
now  was  fo  frcfh  at  north,  that  we  were  forced  to 
take  in  our  top-fails,  and  lie  all  day  under  our 
courfes  and  fprit-fail.  We  made  by  aa  E.  S,  E.  way 
eighteen  leagues  and  two  thirds. 

November  the  20th.  We  had  a  cloudy  night  the 
laft  paft,  together  with  milling  rain  and  fnow.  This^ 
morning  fell  fo  great  a  fc^,  that  vve  could  fcarce  fee 
from  ftem  to  ftern  of  our  fhip.  From  ten  o'clock  lafk 
night  we  had,alfo  a  calm,  and  very  cold  weather  ; 
but  what  was  worfe  than  all  this,  we  were  kept  to  a 
very  (hort  allowance  of  our  forry  viftuals ;  our  pro- 
vifions  growing  very  fcanty  with  us.  About  ten  this 
morning  wc  had  a  very  fmall  breeze  at  north:  fe- 
veral 
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Tcral  of  our  mea  were  not  able  to  endure  the  cold* 
it  was  fo  pierciDg;  whereby  they  were  forced  to  lie 
and  keep  tbetnfelYes  as  dofe  as  they  could.  We  made 
an  eaft  way,  and  by  die  fame  fixteen  leagues.  This- 
4ay  at  noon,  I  reckoned  myfelf  to  be  eaft  from  the 

fulf,  from  whence  we  laA  parted,  two  hundred  and 
re  leagues,  and  two  thirds  of  a  league. 

Monday,  November  tbt  2jft.  Laft  night  we 
caught  a  fmall  land-fowl,  and  faw  two  or  three 
more.  This  fight  gave  us  good  hopes  we  were  not 
far  from  fome  coaft  or  other ;  yet  wc  could  fee  none 
all  this  loog  and  tedious  voyage.  In  the  night  paflt 
we  had  a  calm,  and  aH  this  morning  a  great  tog,. 
With  much  fnow  and  rain.  We  reckoned  an  E.  by 
N.  way,  and  ten  leagues.  At  one  in  the  afternooa 
we  had  a  hdh  gale  that  fprang  np  at  eaft,  and  at  £•. 
byN. 

NoYcmbcr  the  aid.  Moft  part  of  this  day  was 
-  calm  ;  rtean  white  we  obferved  our  (Mp  drive  eaft. 
My  reckoning  was  at  £.  N.  £.  way,  and  thereby 
thirteen  leagues  and  one  third.  At  one  in  the  after* 
noon  we  had  -a  fmall  gale  at  W*.  S.  W.  our  couHe 
bei6g  N.  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  by  N, 

November  the  23d.  This  day  we  had  a  g^le  at  N.. 
W.  freftiening  by  degrees;  fo  that  we  were  forced 
tq  take  in  our  top-fails  and  fprit-faiK  The  wind  was- 
not  a  fettled  gale,  but  often  varied  from  point  to 
point :  at  noon  it  came  at  N.  E.  and  our  courfe  was. 
then  N.  N.  W.  By  a  north  way  we  Beckoned  fix- 
teen leagues.. 

November  the  24th.  Both  the  night  paft  and  thlt 
morning  was  foggy  weather,  with  fome  calms  be- 
tween whHes :  but  at  eight  in  the  morning  the  fua 
brake  out ;  yet  it  was  not  a  clear  day.  By  a  N.  N.  E. 
way  wc  reckoned  fifteen  leagues.  This  morning 
the  wind  came  about  to  eaft,  and  at  noon  it  was 

«galo 
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again  at  N.  E.  Wc  had  a  clear  evening,  and  a  frcfh 
gale. 

November  the  25th.  All  the  night  paft  we  had  a 
frefli  wind  at  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  infomuch,  that' at 
eight  in  the  morning  we  took  in  our  top  fails:  but 
at  noon  the  wind  was  not  fo  frefti  as  btfore.  I 
reckoned  a  N.  N.  W,  half  weft  way,  and  by  the 
fame  twenty  leagues. 

November  the  26ih.  La  ft  night  the  wind  was  not 
altogether  fo  fiefli  as  before ;  but  thi^  morning  it 
was  again  very  high.  The  weather  was  dark  and 
cloudy,  with  foraetimcs  rain  and  fnow.  We  made 
a  N.  N.  E.  way,  and  hereby  thirty  leagues ;  the 
wind  all  along  E.  by  S.  and  E.  S.  E.  In  the  evening 
we  had  fi\;r  weather  again'.  We  found  for  the  ten 
days  laft  paft  a  great  wcftern  fca,  and  faw  in  the 
fame  time  fcveral  feals. 

Sunday,  November  the  27th.  AH  the  night  paft 
we  enjoyed  a  frefh  gale,  and  clear  weather.  I  rec- 
koned thirty  fix  leagues  by  a  N.  >E.  by  N.  way. 
By  an  obfervalion  made,  we  now  found  lat.  52  deg. 
48  fouth  :  and  I  judged. myfclf  to  be.eaft  from  the 
gulf  two  hundred  eighty-five  leagues.  In  the  even- 
ing we  had  a  very  exafl  fight  of  the  fim,  and  found 
above  thirty  deg.  variation  of  the  needle:  from 
whence  ought  to  be  concluded,  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  dircft  a  courfe  of  navigation  in  thefc  panJ; 
for  in  the  fpace  of  only  twenty-five  leagues  failing, 
we  have  found  eight  or  nine  deg.  difference  of  vari- 
ation, by  a  goocl  Dutch  azimuth  compafs. 

November  the  28th.  All  laft  night  we  had  a 
frefli  wind  at  E,  S,  E.  Towards  morning  we  had 
but  little  wind,  all  the  day  being  hazy  weather. 
This  day  we  faw  a  whole  flight  of  feoh  land-fowls 
ias  we  killed  one  of  before :  this  fight  gave  us  further 
hopes  we  were  not  far  from  land,  yet  wc  found  none 
in  all  this  voyage.     Wc  made  by  a  N.  N»  E.  way, 

thirty* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucANiERs,  6fr.  of  Amerka.         87 

thirty-three  leagues.  Yefterday  in  the  eveuing  wo 
fct  a  new  fprit  fail,  and  about  three  this  morning 
we  alfo  fet  our  main-fail.  At  one  in  the  afternoon 
the  wind  came  about  at  N.  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  which 
in  the  evening  blew  very  frefli,  with  cloudy  wea- 
ther, 

November  the  2gth,  The  night  proved  veiy 
clouJy,  and  the  wind  blew  very  fic(h  at  E.  N.  E. 
and  N.  by  E.  This  morning  it  was  eaft,  both  with 
fnow  and  hail :  towards  noon  the  weather  cleared 
up,  and  we  found  by  an  obfcrvation  taken,  Lit.  49 
deg.  45  S.  Our  reckoning  was  a  north  way,  and 
thirty  leagues.  This  day  we  had  a  fhort  eallcm  {^2^ 
and  withal  a  very  cold  evening.  I  took  the  fnn,  and 
hereby  I  found  variation  ^(^  deg.  30  to  the  nonh- 
eaft.  This  night  the  wind  came  about  W,  and  W. 
N,  W.  continuing  fo  all  rhe  night. 

November  the  30th.  This  day  the.  wind  was  N. 
and  N.  N.  E.  with  fome  clouds  hovering  in  the 
flcy.  At  this  lime  we  had  already  almoft  four  hours 
of  night :  the  morning  of  this  dav  was  very  fair  and 
clear ;  heieupon,  to  give  myfelf  faiisfaftion  in  the 
point,  as  fearing  the  truth  of  Spanifli  books,  I 
worked  the  true  amplitude  of  the  fun,  and  found 
his  variation  to  be  26^  25  to  the  N,  E.  being  very 
conformable  to  what  I  had  urad  and  experienced  be- 
fore. Hereabouts  alfo  we  found  a  current  to  the 
northward  :  this  day  al/o  we  faw  much  rock- weed, 
which  renewed  our  hopes  once  more  of  feeing  land. 
We  reckoned  a  N.  E.  way,  and  by  the  fame  twenty- 
two  leagues.  By  an  obfervation  made  we  found 
lat.  48  ^^g.  53  S.  This  day  alfo  we  faw  feveral  of 
thofe  fowl-fifh  afore  defcribed,  called  paxaros-ninos; 
and  thefc  of  a  larger  fizc  than  any  we  had  feen  be- 
fore:, in  the. afternoon  the  wina  came  about  at  N. 
*N.  E.  whereby  we  flood  N.  W.  by  W.  with  a  fre(h 
gale^  and  imootb  water.  The  weather  now  began 
-  ."  ^  to 
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to  grow' warmer  than  hitherto,  and  the  evening  waff^ 
clear. 

Tucfday,  December  the  ift.   The  latter  part  oF 
the  night    part  was   Tery.  cloudy,   and  fometimes- 
rainy:  about  midnight  we  had  a  violent  toraadc^ 
forcing  us  in  a  moment  to  hand  inour  top-fails.  At' 
five  in  the  morning  we  fet  them  again,  and  at  eleven- 
we  had  another  tornado,  forcing  us  to  hand  oar 
top-fails  a  fecond  time..    "We  made  a  N.  N.  E.  twa^ 
thirds  eaft  way,  and  thereby  thirteen  Icagues^  and 
two  thirds  of  a  league.     The  afternoon  of   thls^ 
ftormy  day  proved  very  fair,  and  the  wind  came  tc^ 
W.  S.  W.  our  courfe  being.N.  E.  by  N.  In  the  even- 
ing the  wind  frefliened,  with  cloudy  weather. 

December  the  2d.  Laft  night  we  had  a  very  fa*- 
rious  whirlwind,  which  notwiihflanding,  it  plealed 
God,  pafled  about  the  length  of  our  fliip  to  weft- 
ward  of  us  :  however,  we  handed  in  our  top-fails, 
and  hauled  up  our  low-fail,  in  the  brails.  After  the- 
whirlwind  came  a  frefti  ftorm  of  large  hail-flones,  in 
the  night,  and  feveral  tornadoes;  but,  God  tc 
thanked,  ihcy  all  came  large  of  our  ftiip.  We  new 
made  a  great  way  under  a  forc-courfe  and  fprit-fail. 
At  four  this  morning  our  fere-fail  fplit,  whereby  w« 
were  forced  to  lower  our  fore-yard.  At  half  an  hour 
after  ten  we  hoifted  in  again,  with  a  furious  S*  W. 
wind.  We  made  a  N.  E.  by  E.  way,  and  by  the 
fame  forty-feven  leagues  and  ah  half.  By  obferva- 
tion  we  now  bad  latitude  46  deg.  54  S.  We  riiTed 
our  top-fail,  with  refpeft  to  the  violence  of  the 
wind  ;  but  in  the  evening  this  rather  incrcafed,  and 
we  had  a  very  great  fca.  Our  ftanding  rigging,, 
through  the  fury  of  this  gale,  gave  way  in  ^aal 
places,  but  was  foon  mended  again. 

December  the  3d.  The  wind  all  the  night  paft 
was  very  frefli,  with  feveral  flaws,  both  of  wind  and' 
lain,  at  S.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  S.  We  enjoyed' no^ 

very 
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very  warm  weather.  This  morning  we  fet  oaf  for^- 
top-fail.  Our  reckoning  gave  us  a  N.  E.  half  E, 
way,  and  fercj-five  kagues.  We  found  latitude  by 
obfervatton  45  deg.  28  S.  This  day  at  noon  a 
large  (hoal  of  yoang  porpufle^camc  about  ourihip^ 
and  phyed  up  and  down. 

December  the  4th*  All  the  aigfat  paft  we  had  a 
frefti  gale  at  W.  S.  W.  The  night  was  clear,  only 
that  now  and  then  we  had  a  fmall  doad  afSbrding 
fome  rain.  In  the  mornings  from  four  till  eight,  it 
rained ;  but  then  it  deared  up  agaki,  wkh  a  S.  W. 
wind^  and  a  very  fmooth  fea.  We  made  a  N«  £• 
one  quarter  N.  way^  thirty-nine  leagues.  By  obfer- 
vatton we  fbnnd  lat.  44  deg.  1  S.  At  noon  the  wind 
cwac  to  S.  S.  W.  our  cqurfe  then  being  N.  N.  E. 
This  day  we  agreed  among  osrfclveft,  having  the 
confentof  our  commander »  to  flnre  the  eight  chdfts 
of  money,  which  as  yet  remained  unfhu^d.  Yef* 
terday  in  thd  evening  we  let  out  the  riff  of  our 
fore*iail,  and  hoiftcd  up  oar  fere-yard.  This  even* 
ing  I  found  variation  17  deg.  N.  £. 

Monday,  I>ecember  the  5th.  Ail  night  paft  a 
dear  night,  and  this  a  fair  day,  with  a  finefti  wind 
at  S.  S.  W,  We  reckoned  a  N.  £.  $  deg.  N.  way,  and 
by  the  fame  forty-two  leagues*  An  obfervation  gave 
us  lat.  42  deg.  29  S^  This  afternoon  we  (hared  of 
the  chefts  above-mentioned,  three  hundred  pieces  of 
eight  to  each  man.  I  now  reckoned  myfclf  to  be  eaft 
from  my  departure  four  hundred  and  feventy*one 
leagues,  and  one  third  of  a  league.  At  night  again 
we  (hared  twenty*  two  pieces  of  eight  more  to 
each. 

December  the  6th.  We  had  a  dear  ftar-light 
night  the  lafV,  and  a  fair  nooming  this  day,  with  a 
frefti  gale  at  S.  W.  At  noon  we  took  in  our  fore- 
top-faU.  We  reckoned  a  N.  E.  half  N.  way,  and 
hereby  fifty  leagues  and  two  thirds.    An  obferva^ 
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tton  taken  afforded- us  43  deg,  31'S.     This  eveoing. 
was  cloudy, 

December  the  7th.  The  night  was  both  windy 
and  cloudy  :  at  0.1c  in  the  morniDg  we  took  in  oor 
.top- fails,  and  at  three,  hauJed  oar  fpnt-fai],  aad  ii 
we  fcudded  away  betore  the  wind^  which  now  was 
very  frcfli  at  weih  This  morning  a  guft  of  wind 
came  and  torp  our  main  fail  into  au  hundred  pieces, 
which  made  us  put  away  before  the  wind,  till  Mfc 
couki  provide  fo^*  that-accident.  My  reckoning  was- 
a  N«  E.  three  quarters  £.  way,  and  by  the  (aoie 
thirty-three  leagues.  By  obfervation  we  found  lat. 
39  deg.  37  S.  We  had  now  a  great  fea,  and  a  frcii 
wind.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  wcfet  another  fore- 
fail,  the  fiiA  being  blown  to  pieces :  at  the  fame 
time  we  furled  our  fpi  it-fail.  At  five  the  wind  caoie 
at  W.  S.  W.  with  very  bad  weather.  This  day  oi>r 
worthy  commander,  captain  Sharp,  had  very  cer- 
tain intelligence  given  him,  that  on  ChriAmas  day, 
which  was  now  at  hand,  the  company,  or  at  iesUl 
a  great  part  thereof^  had  a  defign  to  (hoot  him  ;  Ke 
having  appointed  that  day  fome  time,  fince  to  be 
merry.  Hereupon  be  made  us  (hare  the  wine  amongft 
us,  as  being  perfuaded  they  would  fcarce  attempt 
any  fuch  thing  in  their  fobriety.  The  wine  ^e 
fhared  fell  out  to  three  jars  to  each  mefs.  That 
night  the  wind  increafed. 

December  the  8th.  The  night  paft  was  both 
cloudy  and  windy  ;  the  wind  very  often  varying  be- 
tween the  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  points.  This  morning 
it  varied  between  W.  and  N.  W.  by  W.  About  noon 
this  day  we  brought  a  new  main-fail  to  the  yard, 
but  did  not  fet  it  then,  by  reafon  there  blowed  too 
much  wind.  I  reckoned  a  N.  E.  half  N.  way,  and 
by  the  fame  thirty  leagues.  By  obfervation  made 
we  found  lat.  38  deg.  29  S.  In  the  afternoon  wc 
h^J  one  or  two  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain ;  but  the 
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violence  of  both  fell  at  ftern  of  us.  In  the  evening 
it  blew  again  very  bard.  1  obferved  this  day  the  ri- 
ling and  fetting  of  the  fun,  and  found  ihecxadl  va- 
jiaiion  to  be  12  (ieg.  15  N,  E. 

December  the  9ih.  The  eight  was  ftar- light,  but 
■withal  very  windy.  About  brtfak  of  day,  the  wind 
came  to  N.-W,  and  at  feven  we  fet  our  fore-top- 
fail,  and  flood  N.  N.  E.  with  not  much  wind.  We 
made  fince  our  kfl  reckoning  a  N,  E.  quarter  E. 
way,  and  twenty-nine  leagues.  We  found  by  ob- 
fervation  lat.  37  deg.  30  S.  The  fea  was  much  fal- 
len, but  our  (liip  began  to  complain  of  feveral  leaks, 
^ough  cur  tedious  and  bng  voyage.  This  after- 
noon we  hoifted  up  our  main-yard,  and  fet  up  back- 
Aays  and  main-fwifter,  wbofe  ring-bolt  gave  way, 
but  was  mended.  In  the  evening  oT  this  day  we  had 
bat  little  wind. 

December  the  loth.  The  night  was  very  dear* 
bnt  till  ten  o'clock-  this  forenoon  :We  had  no  wind ; 
then  a  fmall  breeze  fprang  up  at  N.  by  E.  We 
made  an  E.  N.  E.  one  third  Ijl.  way,  and  hereby 
iweoty-one  leagues.  An  obfervatioo  gave  us  lat. 
37  deg.  .1  S.  In  the  afternoon  our  chief  furgepn 
cut  off  the  foot  of  a  Negro  boy,  which  was  periftied 
with  cold.  Now  it  was  like  to  be  bad  weather  again ; 
hereupon  we  furled  our  top  fails,  and  lay  under  a 
pair,  of  courts  J  but  in  the  evening  we  lay  under  a 
fore-fail  and  raizen,  with  mifty  weather. 

Sunday,  Dcceniber  the  1 1  ih.  All  the  night  paft 
we  had  n  fiefh  wind  at  N,  and  fometimes  at  N.  N. 
W.  The  weather  was  very  cloudy  with  drizling 
rain.  We  made  an  E-  way,  and  thereby  twenty- 
five  leagues.  This  day  brought  a  great  fea.  About 
ten  in  the  moining,  one  of  our  main  ihrouds-gavc 
.way  :  in  the  evening  fell  fome  fmall  rain. 

December  the  lath.    All   the  night  paft  we  bad 
mifty  rain,  and  but  liitle  wind ;  yea,  in  the  morn- 
ing 
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ing  a  perfeft  calm.  At  noon  came  up  a  fmnll  gale  at 
E.  S.  E.  and  S.  E.  bringing  with  it  clondy  wea- 
ther. We  reckoned  a  N.  E.  by  E.  way,  and  by  the 
fame  eighteen  leagues.  Yefterday  died  the  Negro 
boy  whofc  foot  was  cut  off  by  onr  fargeon,  as  was 
ttientSoiied  the  day  befDte.  This  afternoon  alfo  died 
another  negro,  fomething  bigger  than  the  fonnci*,. 
named  Chepillo.  The  boy^s  name  was  Berfero.  A& 
this  evening  bat  fmall  wind. 

December  the  13  th.  All  night  the  wind  was  at 
E.  S.  E.  oar  conrfe  being  N.  N.  E.  At  three  in  the 
morning  it  came  about  at  S.  S.  W.  and  at  niile  at  E. 
by  N.  I  reckoned  a  N.  E.  by  N.  way,  and  fifteen 
leagues :  the  weather  was  ha^y.  In  the  afteroooa 
the  wind  was  at  N.  E.  our  courfe  being  N.  N.  W. 
We  had  now  a  very  fmootb  fea,  and  faw  multlttidea 
of  grampufles,  whales,  and  porpufles  etery  day  as  wc 
Ailed  along. 

Dtccmt^'the  14th.  The  erenhigpaft  was  cloudy, 
as  alfo  the  rtJght  foggy  :  hd-eupott  v^  took  iii  our 
top  fails.  At  Mf  auhont  after  three  this  mom*' 
ing  we  ftobd  N.  E.  the  Wind  being  then  at  N.  N. 
W.  At  five  we  ptit  out  our  top^fails  again' :  at  feven 
we  faw  a  turtle  floatiog  upon  the  fea.  We  reckoned 
a  N.  N.  E.  way.  This  day's  obfervation  afforded 
US  34  deg.  32  S,  At  this  time  we  had  very  hoc 
weather,  and  great  dews  in  the  night.  My  whole 
eafting  I  reckoned  to  be  now  677  leagues  and  one 
third  of  a  league. 

December  the  I5lh.  We  had  a  fine  night  the  hft 
paft,  and  a  great  dew.  The  wind  in  the  interim 
was  between  N.  and  N.  W.  I  reckoned  a  N.  E.  half 
E.  way,  and  by  the  fame  thirty-one  leagues.  We 
had  an  obfervation  that  gave  us  lat.  33  deg.  46  S. 
At  noon  the  wind  came  about  at  N.  N.  W.  our 
courfe  being  N.  E.  We  had  this  day  a  very  dear 
evening,  and  at  the  fame  tin\e  a  fre(h  wind. 

Decembet 
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December  the  i6ilf,  wc  had  a  fair  night  and 
wind  at  N.  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by  N.  This  morn- 
ing I  tcx>k  the  fun  at  its  rifing,  and  found  N.  £.  va* 
riaiion  20  dcg.  30.  My  reckoning  was  a  N,  N.  £• 
way,  and  thirty-fix  leagues,  and  one  third  of  ano« 
ther.  By  obfervation  I  found  lat.  32  deg,  9  S.  At 
noon  this  day  the  wind  came  about  to  N.  W, 

December  17th.  Mod  part  of  the  laft  night  the 
wind  was  at  N.  W.  as  before ;  but  towards  morn- 
ing a  fine  and  eafy  gale  fprang  up  at  W.  N.  W. 
This  morning  we  faw  feveral  dolphins  playing  upon 
the  fca,  which  made  us  hope  they  would  at  laft  be* 
friend  ns,  and  fuddenly  (hew  us  fome  land  or  other. 
We  reckoned  a  N.  E.  by  N.  one  third  N.  way,  and 
by  the  fame  twenty- five  leagues.  An  obfervation 
gave  us  now  lat  31  deg.  4.     A  fair  evening. 

December  the  i8th,  we  had  a  clear  night' part, 
together  with  a  fmooth  gale  at  N.  W.  which  this 
morning  was  at  W.  by  §•  We  had  now  a  fmooth 
iiea  for 'feveral  days  paft.  Our  reckoning  was 
twenty-five  leagues  by  a  N.  E.  by  N.  way.  By 
obfervation  we  perceived  lat.  29  deg.  48  S. 

December  the  19th,  A  clear  night  the  laft  paf}, 
and  a  frefh  breeze  at  S.  S.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  S» 
lafting  tmtilnine  in  the  morning:  then  fprung  up 
a  wind  at  S  E.  by'E.  I  reckoned  this  day  a  N.  N. 
E.  half  E.  way,  and  upon  the  fame  thirty  leagues. 
By  obfervation  made  we  took  lat.  28  deg.  29  S. 
The  day  was  very  fair,  and  a  fmooth  fea,  with  wea^ 
thcr  that  was  very  hot.  My  whole  eafting  I  rec- 
koned now  to  be  760  lea^^ues.  This  evening  I  found 
▼ariatioQ  2  deg.  50  N.  £• 
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CHAP.     XXV. 

The  Bucanien  continue  their  navigation^  without 
Jcemg  any  landy  till  they  arrive  at  the  Caribbee 
ijlands,  in  the  Weft  Indies*  They  give  away  their 
Jbip  to  fonie  of  their  companions  that  "were  poor, 
and  dijpcrfc  for  fever  a]  countries.  The  auCbor  of 
this  Journal  arriveth  in  EngLind. 

TAEcerabcr  the  20th,  168 1.  The  night  before  \<ras 
-"-^  fomething  cloudy,  but  the  weather  was  fair 
and  the  wirtd  but  little.  At  noon  the  wind  came 
about  N.  by  E.  our  couife  being  W.  N.  W.  We 
made  a  N.  N.  W,  way,  and  thereby,  as  I  re<!- 
koned,  twenty- two  leagues.  By  obfervation  made 
we  took  lat.  27  dcg.  25  S.  The  evening  was 
cloudy,  and  now  and  then  there  fell  a  (howcr  of 
rain. 

December  the  2ifl.  At  eight  o'clock  lafl  night 
the  wind  came  N.  W.  by  N.  but  withal,  with  dark^ 
weather,  that  we  were  forced  to  take  in  our  top- 
fails:  the  night  was  fomething  rainy,  and  the  wea- 
ther this  morning  calm  and  rainy.  About  ten  wc 
had  a  fmall  breeze  at  N.  W.  we  reckoned  a  N.  by 
E.  way,  and  by  the  fame  fixtecn  leagues.  The  af- 
ternoon was  calm  and  flill. 

December  the  22d.  We  had  a  fair  clear  night  .the 
laft  paft;  which  produced  this  day  a  fmooth  fea,  and 
extreme  hot  weather,  and  very  little  wind  near  the 
fun;  fo  that  no  bbfervaiion  was  made. 

December  the  23d.  The  nFght  was  very  fair :  at 
midnight,  or  thereabouts,  a  frefh  gale  iprang  up  at 
S.  £.  and  E.  S.  £.  which  fometimes  was  E.  This 
fi  efhened  by  degrees.  We  had  in  the  day  very  hot  and 
dear  weather.  By  a  N.  way  I  reckoned  fifteea 
leagues. 

December 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BucANiBRS,  i^c.  of  America.        gg 

December  the  24ih,  Laft  nighc  we  had  both  a 
frefh  gale,  and  a  clear  night.  The  wind  v/as  at  E. 
by  S.  We  reckoned  a  N.  E.  by  E.  way,  and  by  it 
thirty-one  leagues. 

Sunday,  'Dtceraber  the  25th.  This  day,  beinff 
Chriftmas  day,  for  celebration  of  that  great  fel- 
tival  we  killed  yefterday  in  the  evening  a  fow : 
this  fow  we  had  brought  from  the  gulf  of  Ki- 
coya,  being  then  a  fuckling  pig,  of  about  three 
weeks  old,  but  now  weighed  nbout  fourfcore  and 
ten  pounds.  With  this  hog's  flcdi  we  made  our 
Cliriftmas  dinner,  being  the  only  ikfli  we  had  eaten 
ever  fince  we  turned  away  our  prizes  under  the 
eqninoftial,  and  left  the  ifland  of  Plata.  We  had 
this  day  feveral  flaws  of  wind,  and  fpme  rain  ;  but 
the  weather  oiherwife  was  prcity  clear.  I  reckoned 
a  N.  by  E.  way,  and  thirty-three  lengces  by  the 
fame  :  it  was  now  alfo  extreme  hot  weather,  as  was 
fignjfied  before. 

December  the  26th.  V^c  had  this  day  fevernl 
gufts  of  wind,  which  forced  us  to  ftand  by  our 
top-fai]«  ;  yet  they  were  but  very,(hort,  and  all  the 
reft  of  the  white  we  enjoyed  an  indifferent  frefh 
gale  at  E.  anfd  E.  by^  S.  We  reckoned  a  N.  by  E. 
way,  and  twenty-eigiifle^igues. 

December  the  27th.  We  had  fair  weather  and  a 
frefh  wind  at  E.  and  E.  by  S.  I  reckoned  a  N*  by 
E.  way,  and  upon  the  (ame  thirty-two  leagues. 
Tlie  evening  of  this  day  was  cloudy. 

December  the  28th.  Laft  night  was  cloudy,  with 
a  fre(h  wind.  We  reckoned  a  N.  E,  way,  and  by 
the  fame  forty- fix  leagues.  We  fourfd  by  an  obfcr- 
vation  made  lat.  i5deg.  30S.  My  wholeeaftingi 
reckoned  this  day  to  be  825  leagues.  Now  we  £iw 
much  flytng-fiih,  with  fome  dolphins,  bonitoes,  aod 
albicores;  but  they  will  not  take  the  hook. 

December 
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December  the  29th.  All  Uft  night  was  ck>ody, 
with  a  frefh  wind  between  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  The 
weather  all  tl)c  afternoon  was  hazy,  I  reckoned  a  N. 
by  £.  way,  and  hereupon  forty  leagues  and  one 
thifd.  In  the  afternoon  we hada  S.  £.  by  £.  wind, 
which  blew  very  fre(h.  The  evening  .was  clear :  at 
fnniet  I  found  variaiion  toN.  W.4  deg.  19. 

December  the  30tb.  The  night  paft  was  cloudy. 
Towards  nK)rning  the  wind  came  about  at  £.  At  /ix 
it  came  E.  S.  £.  and  at  tea  to  S^  £.  by  S.  We  made 
a  N.  by  E.  way,  and  foriy-ihrec  leagues.  By  an  ob- 
fervation  we  found  lat.  1 1  deg.  3  S«  The  evening 
of  this  day  was  clear. 

December  the  31ft.  \Ve  bad  a  dotxly  night  the 
lad  paP,  but  the  morning  was  hazy.  We  came  now 
to  a  fhi^l  allowance  of  only  three  good  pints  of 
water  each  day.  We  made  a  N.  by  E.  way,  and 
found  lat.  by  obfervation  8  deg.  55  S.  In  the  after- 
noon we  had  an  E.  S.  E.  and  S.  £.  by  £.  wind.  My 
whole  caiHng  I  reckoned  now  to^be  8  84  leagues  and 
one  thh-d.     At  noon  we  ftood  away  N.  W. 

Sunday,  January  the  ift»  1681.  All  the  night 
paft  was  cloudy,  as  this  day  alfo  with  fome  (how* 
crs  of  rain.  We  made  a  N.  W.  one  eighth  N.  way, 
and  forty  leagues.  In  the  afternoon  came  about  a 
frcfli'  wind  at  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E. 

January  the  2d.  The  weather  this  day  was  both 
dull  and  cldudy.  'We  reckoned  a  N.  W.  one  quar- 
ter N.  way,  and  by  the  fame  thirty-two  leagues.  By 
obfervation  we  found  that  our  lat.  now  was  6  deg. 
6  S.     The  wind  came  pretty  frcfli  at  S.  E. 

January  the  3d,  we  had  (everal  fqualis  of.  wind» 
and  fome  rain  ;  but  withd  a  frefh  wind  at  S.  E.  and 
E.  S.  E.  Our  reckoning  was  a  N.  W.  one  quarter 
N.  way,  and  thirty-four  leagues.  The  afteraooa 
was  dear,  bat  the  evening  cloudy. 

January 
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January  the  4th.  All  the  night  paft  was  vciy 
cloudy  ;  but  this  forenoon  it  cleared  up.  Yefterday 
we  put  a  board  our  main  top-fail  fludden- fails; 
but  we  took  them  in  at  night.  At  four  this  morn- 
ing we  fet  our  larboard  (ludden-lail,  and  before 
noon  fitted  up  top-gallant  mafls,  and  yard.  We 
made  a  N.  W.  way,  and  by  it  forty  leagues  and 
two  thirds.  By  obfervatioo  we  bad  now  lat.  3 
deg.  9  S.  This  afternoon  alfo  we  fet  up  our 
topgallant  fail,  being  forced  to  make  out  all  its 
running  rigging.  The  wind  was  pretty  frefti  at 
S.  E.andS.  E.  by  E. 

January  the  5ih.  Mod  part  of  the  night  paft  was 
dear  and  ftar-light,  though  with  fome  rain  towards 
morning  :  this  being  come,  we  put  out  our  top-gal- 
lant fail,  and  both  our  top-fail  fluddcn-fails.  At  noon 
likewife  we  put  up  our  fore  topgallant  marts,  and 
yard.  We  caught  an  albicore  this  day,  weighing 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  weight. 
The  wind  was  at  S.  E.  by  S.  and  S.  S.  E.  Wc 
made  a  N.  W.  way,  and  reckoned  thereby  thirty-five 
leagues.  By  obfervation  wc  found  lat.  2  deg.  3  S, 
We  had  now  mighty  hot  weather. 

January  the  6th.  Yefterday  in  the  evening  wc 
caught  another  albicore,  which  weighed  only  eight 
or  nine  pounds.  We  made  a  N.  AV.  way,  and  rec- 
koned thirty-five  leagues,  as  before.  Now  by  an 
obfervation  made,  we  could  perceive  only  lat.  o 
deg.  49  S.  The  evening  of  this  day  was  very  clear. 

January  the  7th.  The  wind  was  variable  between 
S.  S.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.  though  not  altogether  fo 
freih  as  before.  Our  reckoning  was  a  N.  W*  one 
quarter  N.  way,  and  thirty-fix  leagues  by  the  fame. 
This  day  an  obfervation  gave  us.  o  deg.  32  N.  of 
the  iEquinoftial,  which  now  we  had  paired  again* 
In  the  afternoon  we  caught  another  albicore,  which 
weighed  more  than  the  firfb;  that  is,  between  one 

Vol.  II.  E  hundred 
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boodred  and  thirty-five  and  one  hundred  and  fertj 
pcmods.     Bot  little  wind  ftirring  this  afremooo. 

January  the  8th.  The  evening  pMl  we  had  almoft 
a  calm  :  at  n'me  this  morning  ue  had  a  frefil  wind 
at  S.  S.  £.  with  dark  weather.  To  that  we  thcngbt 
it  conltenient  to  take  in  ocr  oain-tcp-fall :  but  at 
noon  we  fet  it  again,  and  alfo,  our  larboard  lop 
fluddenfiilj  with  both  top-gallant  fails ;  we  rm/d^ 
a  N,  W.  way,  and  by  it  thirty-four  leagues.  By  an 
obfervation  made  we  fonnd  lat.  lo  de^.  55  N.  We 
bad  now  extreme  hot  weather,  and  a  very  fmall 
allowance  of  water. 

January  the  9th.  Laft  night  we  took  In  our  top- 
faik  all  nig^t,  the  wind  then  whi/Bing  between  S« 
and  W.  points ;  we  had  notwithlbnding,  for  the 
moft  part,  very  Kttle  wind  ;  the  morning  was  rainy, 
lb  that  we  providentially  faved  a  bompkin  of  water. 
There  was  now  a  great  ripling  fea,  riiipg  very  high. 
It  b  reported,  there  is  an  enchanted  iiland  here* 
dbouts,  which  fome  pofuivcly  fay  they  have  failed 
over.  I  reckoned  a  N.  W.  by  N.  one  quarter  N. 
.Way,  and  twenty-five  leagues;  this  aftemooa  we 
had  very  dark  and  calmweather,  looking  as  though  we 
flioild  have  much  rain  :  now  reckoning  up  my  me* 
Tidian,  I  found  myfelf  E.  from  my  departure  feveo 
hundred  and  two  leagues ;  in  the  evenicg  we  had 
very  rainy  weather,  and  a  cockling  fea. 

January  the  loth.  All  the  night  paA  was  cloudy, 
about  midnight  fprang  up  a  fmall  breeze  varying  all 
fx)und  the  compafs;  at  five  this  morning  we  had  a 
breeze  at  S.  E.  and  a  very  dear  fky,  which  after* 
wards  continued  to  freftien,  with  the  fame  deameft 
as  before ;  we  made  a  N.  W.  by  N.  one  quarter  N. 
"way,  aid  by  the  fame  two  leagues  and  two  thirds  : 
by  a  clear  obfervation  we  had  now  lat.  3  deg.  1^ 
N.  At  four  this  mornii^  the  wind  was  at  £.  S.  E. 
ibe  weather  being  violent  hot^  infomuch,  that  our 

allowance 
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allowaiice  of  water  being  (hort,  it  was  venr  tedbus  } 
at  the  fame  time  we  had  an  indifferent  imootfi  fea 
from  the  £. 

January  the  i  itb.  All  the  night  pad  we  had  little 
or  DO  wind ;  bat  aboat  two  in  the  morning  the 
wind  frefhened  again  at  E.  N.  £•  and  brought  both 
a  clear  and  hot  day.  We  made  twenty-three  kagues 
by  a  N.  W.  one  quarter  W.  way :  this  day's  obfer- 
^tioQ  gave  us  lat.  4  deg*  6  N,  In  the  afternoon 
we  had  a  fiiower  of  rain,  and  after  a  fre(h  wind  at 
£.  N  £*  but  the  evening  grew  dull. 

January  the  12th.  In  the  night  pad:  we  had  two 
or  three  fquall^  of  wind,  and  (ome  Ihowers  of  rain; 
in  the  mean  while  the  wind  blew  frefli  at  N.  E.and 
N.  £.  by  £.  as  it  alfo  continued  to  do  in  the  day. 
I  reckoned  a  N.  W.  way,  and  forty-four  leagues  and 
one  third  ;  our  obfervation  this  d.»y  gave  us  $ 
<^g-  49  N,  Yefterday  and  ro-day  we  fct  our  main 
top-fail:  now  1  could  not  find  much  variation  of 
the  needle. 

•  January  the  I3th»  we  bad  a  frefli  gale  all  the  laft 
night ;  but  more  northerly  than  before ;  for  now 
k  was  N.  E.  by  N.  We  reckoned  a  W.  N.  W.  way, 
and  thereupon  3  leagues  and  two  thirds ;  an  ob* 
fervation  taken  (hewed  us  lat.  6  deg.  41  N.  We 
kad  a  N.  N,  E.  fca,  and  very  clear tweaiher. 

January  the  14th,  we  had  a  clear  night  the  laft, 
and  a  frefh  wind  at  E.  N.  E.  We  made  a  N.  W.  one 
fifth  W.  way,  and  thirty-eight  leagues :  by  an  ob- 
fervation we  found  lat.  7  deg.  46  N.  We  had  a 
fmooth  fea ;  and  now  we  were  come  to  only  three 
horns  of  water  a  day,  which  were  in  all  but  a  quart 
allowance  for  each  man ;  the  evenli^  was  clear, 
and  we  bad  a  frefh  wind. 

Sunday,   January  the  1 5th.  The  night  pad  was 

clear,  and  the  wind  frelb  at  £.  N.  E.  and  again  at 

N.  E.  by  £•  very  frelb :  about  eleven  at  night  died 

E  a  one 
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one  of  our  companioos,  named  William  Stephens. 
It  was  cominoDly  believed  that  be  poifooed  himfelf 
with  manzanilia  in  Golfo  Dulce,  for  he  never  bad. 
been  in  health  fince  that  time :  thb  forenooa  was 
cloudy;  we  reckoned  forty- four  leagues,  and  a  N. 
•  W.  way;  an  obfervation.  gave  us  this  day  9  dcg. 
18  N.  All  the  night  we  kept  out  our  top-gallant  fails ; 
we  faw  hereabouts  many  large  flying-fifh  :  this 
morning  alfo  we  threw  over-board  our  dead  max2» 
and  gave  bun  two  French  voliies,  and  one  Engliih 
one.  I  found  now  again  very  fmall  variation. 

January  the  i6th,  we  had  a  clear  night,  and  a  very 
freftiwind  at  N.  E.  and  £•  N.  £.  with  a  long  horn-, 
ing  fea ;  my  reckoning  was  a  N.  W.  one  feventh  W. 
way,  and  thereby  forty-eight  leagues  and  one  third. 
The  obfervation  made  this  day  gave  us  latitude  10 
deg.  48  N.  I  reckoned  myfelf  now  eaft  from  my. 
departure  five  hundred  fifty  three  leagues;  we  had 
a  cloudy  evening. 

January  the  17th.  All  the  night  pad  weenjoyed 
a  frefii  wind,  and  fo  this  day  alfo,  at  N.  £.  by  N. 
We  made  a  N.  W.  half  W.  way,  and  therenpon  forty- 
fevcn  leagues  and  one  third  of  a  league.  By  ob(cr- 
vation  we  found  lat.  la  deg.  19  N.  We  had  now  a 
long  north  fea ;  at  noon  this  day  we  Aeered  away 
N.  N.  W.  The  day  was  very  hot,  but  the  night 
both  cool  and  dewy. 

January  the  i8th*  All  the  night  paA  was  both 
cloudy  and  windy;  at  fix  this  morning  our  fprit-, 
(ail  lop-maft  broke ;  I  reckoned  a  W.  N.  W.  way, 
and  forty-eight  leagues  by  the  fame  ;  we  found  by 
obfervation  lat.  13  d^.  la  N.  At  noqn  we  (leered 
away  W.  the  wind  being  at  N.  £.  fre(h^  with  a 
clear  evening. 

January  the  I9tb,  we  had  a  clear  night  the  laft» 
and  fre(h  wind  at  £•  N.  E.  which  fometimes  came 
in  pufhes;  our  reckoning  was  a  W.  half  footberlj- 

way. 
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\vay,  and  by  the  fame  forty*fix  leagues.  We  found 
by  obfen'ation  lat.  13  deg.  i  N.  Yeflei*day  io  tl>e 
evening  we  put  up  a  new  fprit-fail  top- malt  j  with 
a  fine  fmooth  gale  at  N.  E.  by  E. 

January  the  20th.  The  night  paft  was  clear,  and 
Dot  very  frefh ;  but  at  day-break  it  freflicned  again. 
Laft  night  we  faw  a  great  (hoal  of  fi(h,.  whereof  we 
caught  none,  by  reafon  the  porpufles  frightened 
them  from  us,  as  il:ey  oftentimes  had  done  before. 
•Yefterday  in  the  evening  wc  faw  a  man  of  war  fowl, 
and  that  gave  us  good  hopes  we  (hould  ere  long  fee 
land  :  thefe  hopes,  and  the  great  defire  we  had  to 
end  our  voyage,' gave  us  txcafion  this  day  to  put  in, 
or  Aake  down,  each  man  of  our  company,  a  piece 
of  eight  for  a  reward  to  him  that  fliould  firft  difcover 
land.  Wc  reckoned  a  W.  one  fixth  northerly  way, 
and  by  it  thirty-eight  leagues  ;  an  obfcrvation  gave 
us  this  day  ht.  13  deg.  1 1  N.  The  wind  was  at  N% 
E.  and  N.  E.  This  day  we  pafTcdover  many  rjpling?, 
and  faw  abundance  of  fi{h ;  but  we  could  take  no:  e 
for  the  porpufles. 

On  January  the  21ft,  we  made  a  W.  way,  and 
reckoned  forty  feven  leagues  By  Oblrvarion  we 
found  latitude  13  deg.  7  N.  The  wind  was  at  E. 
N.  E.  and  from  thence  came  a  long  fea  j  tlie  even- 
ing was  very  clear. 

January  the  2 2d,  we  had  a  fair  and  a  clear  day, 
the  wind  being  at  E.  We  reckoned  a  W.  by  N.  one 
third  W.  way,  and  forty  leagues ;  an  obfervation 
(hewed  us  lat.  13  deg,  17  N.  We  had  a  clear  even- 
ing, and  a  frefh  wind  at  E.  N.  E. 

Januar}'  the  2.3d.  This  day  was  both  clear  and  hot, 
with  a  frelh  wind  at  E.  N.  E.  My  reckoning  was  a 
W  way,  and  forty-fix  leagues  :  our  obfervation 
made  this  day,  afforded  us  latitude  13  deg.  15  N. 
la  the  evening  wc  had  foroc  rain. 

E  3  January 
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January  the  24th.  This  day  brought  us  likewifi! 
clear  weather,  fuch  as  the  day  before.  I  reckoned 
a  W.  way,  and  forty  leagues  and  one  third.  By 
obfervation  we  found  latitude  13  dcg.  it  N.  The 
afternoon  was  cloudy,  and  had  iomt  ralg,  the  wind 
frcfliening  at  E.  N.  E.  and  E.  by  N.  I  reckoned 
now  that  I  was  E.  from  my  departure  311  leagues. 
We  had  a  cloudy  evening. 

January  the  25th.  Both  lad  night  and  this  morn* 
ing  the  weather  was  cloudy.  This  morning  we 
faw  fevertl  tropick  birds  of  di\'crs  forts.  Our  reck- 
onhig  was  a  W.  three  (quarters  N.  way,  and  forty- 
three  leagues.  We  found  by  obfervation  lat.  ^3 
deg.  29  N.  This  afrernoon  we  faw  a  booby  flying 
clofe  aboard  the  horizen.  The  weather  was  hazy  ; 
and  now  wc  began  to  look  out  (harp  00  all  ftdoi 
for  land,  expelling  to  fee  it  every  minute.  I  reck* 
oned  myfelf  to  be  eaftward  of  my  departure  268 
leagues. 

January  the  26th.  The  night  pad  was  tndifiereot 
clear;  yet  notwithftanding,  this  morning  we  bad 
a  fmart  fhower^of  rain  and  wind:  hereupon  we 
furled  the  fprit-fail,  the  weather  being  very  hazy  to 
the  wcflward.  We  reckoned  W.  way,  and  there- 
by fony-fix  leagues  and  one  third.  By  obfenratioa 
taken  we  found  lat.  13  deg.  17  N.  At  noon  this 
day  we  had  a  very  fierce  tornado,  and  rainy  to- 
gether; but  withal  a  clear  afternoon.  We  had  a 
high  £•  N.  E.  fea,  and  faw  multitudes  of  flying- 
iiih;  alfo  fcveral  fowls,  and  amongft  thefe  two  or 
three  boobies.    The  evening  was  hazy. 

January  the  27th.  All  night  part  we  had  a  frefti 
wind  and  clear  "s^'caiher.  This  morning  our  fore-top- 
maft  back-ftay  gave  way,  and  at  day- break  the 
fiar*board>Iheet  of  our  fore-top-fail  broke.  We  had 
fevcral  tornadoes  this  day  and  dark  weather.  Our 
rccknoning  was  a  W,  way,  and  forty-eight  leagues 


Digitized  by  VjC{OQIC 


BtrcANiEns,  (^c.  of  America.       103 

by  the  fame.  We  had  a  clear  evening,  and  a  darK 
night.  This  day  alfo  a  certain  bird  called  a  noddy 
came  on  board  us,  which  >ve  took  for  a  certain 
token  that  we  were  not  now  very  far  from  land. 

Saturday,  Janoary  the  28th.  We  had  a  very  cleltr 
night  the  laft  paft.  About  ai>  hour  before  day  one 
of  our  company  happened  to  dcfcry  land,  which 
proved  to  be  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  at  S.  S.  W, 
from  us,  and  at  about  two  leagues  and  an  half 
difhnce  from  Chalky  Mount,  (landing  S.  W.  by  S. 
As  we  (ailed  wefaw  fcveral  (hips  at  anchor  in  Spike's- 
Roftd.  Sooa  after  »  (hallop  paffed  by  between 
Its  and  the  (hore,  but  would  not  come  within  call  of 
ns.  Hereupon  we  ftood  in  within  a  mile  of  the 
fliore,  and  made  a  whtCto  a  pinnace  which  wc  faw 
coming  out  of  the  road  before-mentioned.  She 
came  clofe  aboard,  and  was  the  barge  belonging 
to  his  maje(ty'9  frigate  the  Richmond,  then  lying  at 
Bridge-town  at  anchor.  They  told  us  of  a  peace  at 
home,  but  would  not  come  on  board  us,  though 
efteo  invited  thereunto;  neither  dared  we  be  To 
ib  bold  as  to  put  into  Barbadoes;  for  hearinff  of  a 
frigate  lying  there,  we  feared  le(t  the  (aid  frigate 
ihould  (eize  us  for  privateers,  and  for  having  a6ted  in 
allourvoyage  without  commi(fion.  So  we  ftood  away 
from  thence  for  the  ifland  of  Antigua. 

Here  I  cannot  ea(ily  exprefs  the  infinite  joy  we 
were  poflefled  with  all  this  day  to  fee  oar  own  coun- 
trymen again.  They  told  us,  that  a  (hip  which 
we  faw  in  the  o(fing  to  leeward  of  the  ifland  was  a 
Briftol  man,  and  an  interloper;  but  we  feared 
that  fame  veflel  to  be  the  frigate  before-mentioned. 
I  reckoned  a  way  of  twenty-five  leagues,  (b  that  I 
was  now,  ty  my  account,  to  eaftward  of  my  de- 
parture 151  leagues.  Now  we  ftood  N.  by  W.  and 
by  obfervation  found  latitude  13  deg.  17  N.  we 
being  then  N.  W.  from  the  body  of  the  ifland  of 
£  4  Barbadoes 
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Barbadoes  bctwcei  fcvcn  and  eight  lengues.  Tfali 
afternoon  we  freed  the  negro,  who  was  our  flioc- 
maker  by  his  trade,  giving  him  his  liberty  for  the 
^ood  fervice  he  had  done  us  in  all  the  courfe  of 
this  voyage.  We  gave  alfo  to  our  good  commander 
captain  Sharp,  a  Mulatto  boy  to  wait  on  him,  as  a 
free  gift  of  the  whole  company,  in  token  of  our  re- 
fpefts  to  him,  for  conducting  us  fafe  through  fo 
many  dangerous  adventures.  This  being  done,  we 
fliai-ed  fome  parcels  of  money,  that  had  not  as  yet 
been  touched  of  our  former  prizes ;  and  this  divi- 
dend amounted  to  twenty-four  pieces  of  eight  a 
man. 

At  one  of  the  clock  this  day,  from  our  fore- 
yard  we  dcfcried  the  iiland  of  Santa  Lucia,  being 
one  of  the  weftern  iflands  not  far  diftant  from  that 
of  Barbadoes.  I  had  om'tted  to  tell  a  paflage 
which  happened  in  our  (hip  oo  Thurfday  laft, 
which  was  the  26th  day  of  this  mondi,  and  juft 
two  days  before  we  made  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes. 
A  little  Spanifti  (hock- dog,  which  we  had  found  m 
our  lad  wine  prize,  taken  under  the  aequino£lial, 
and  had  kept  alive  till  now,  was  fold  at  the  maft 
by  publick  cry  for  forty  pieces  of  eight ;  bis 
owner  faying  that  all  he  could  get  for  him  Ihould 
be  fpent  upon  the  company  at  a  publick  merriment. 
Our  commander,  captain  Sharp,  bought  the  dog, 
with  intention  to  eat  him  in  cafe  we  did  not  fee 
land  quickly,  l^his  money,  therefore,  with  one 
hundred  pieces  of  eight  more  which  our  boatfwain, 
carpenter,  and  quarter  mafter  had  refufed  to  take  at 
this  lift  dividend,  for  fome  quarrel  they  had  againft 
the  (harers  theieof,  was  all  laid  up  in  (lore  tUI  we 
came  to  land,  in  order  to  be  fpent  on  (hore  at  a  com* 
mon  feafl  or  drinking  bout.  At  funfet  the  iiland 
of  Sanu  Lucia  bore  W.  S.  W.  from  us,  and  was 

at 
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at  ten  leagues  diftancc. :  alfo  ihc  iflands  of  Martinico 
bore  N.  W.  by  W.  of  us  at  1 2  or  1 3  leagues  diftaocc. 
Wc  had  this  day  a  very  clear  eycniog. 

Sunday,  January  the  29th,  we  had  a  clear  night, 
«nd  a  fre(h  wind  at  £.  by  N.  and  at  b!.  N.  £.  Our 
reckoning  was  a  N.  N.  W.  half  W.  way,  and  here- 
by foriy^fix  leagues.  By  obfervation  wc  took  la- 
titude 15  deg.  45  N.  At  noon  this  day  we  faw 
•the  idand  named  la  DefTeada^or  the  Defired  Illand, 
which  then  borfc  N.  W.  from  us,  and  feemed  to  be 
at  about  eight  leagues  diflance.  At  fix  in  the  even- 
ing we  faw  Marigalante,  another  of  the  Caribbee 
iflands,  at  S.  W.  by  W.  from  us,  and  that  of  Gua- 
dalupe, ftreaking  ttfelf  in  feveral  hammocks  of  land, 
•both  weftward  and  northward ;  and  al(b  la  DcfTeada 
above-mentioned  at  S.  £.  which  from  thence  fhews 
like  table-land,  and  at  each  end  hath  a  low  point 
running  out^  At  fix  this  evening  it  was  W.  S.  W. 
and  at  five  or  fix  leagues  difiance  from  us.  At  the 
feme  lioie  we  faw  the  ifland  of  Monferrat  at  a  great 
difiance,  and  making  three  round  hammocks  clofe 
together.  This  evening  we  caught  an  albicore  of 
twenty  pounds  weight. 

Monday,  January  the  30th.  We  had  a  flur  night 
all  the  laft  pad,  and  a  frcfh  wind  :  hereupon,  all 
night  we  hauled  up  our  main- fail  in  brails,  /landing 
at  the  fame  N.  by  W.  with  the  wind  at  E.  N.  E. 
At  midnight  we  flood  N.  W.  At  three  in  the  . 
morning  we  lay  by  till  five ;  ,ihen  we  flood  away 
TV.  N.  W.  till  fix;  and  then  flood  W.  At  eight  of 
the  clock  we  faw  the  ifland  of  la  Antigua,  called 
by  us  Antego,  to  the  fouthward  of  us,  making 
three  round  hammocks  of  land,  and  a  long  high 
hill  to  northward  :  hereupon  we  flood  W.  S.  W. 
for  it.  At  noon  we  found  lat.  17  deg.  N.  the  ifland 
being  then  juft  W.  from  us. 
."Wa«aqie  about  to  the  fouth  of  the  ifland;  and 
ient  a  canoe  afliore  to  get  tobacco^  and  fucb  other 
E  5  neceflarles 
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neceflaries  as  vfc  wanted  $  and  aUb  to  a(k  leave  of 
the  governor  to  come  into  port.  The  gentry  of 
the  place  and  common  people  were  very  wUling  and 
deflrous  to  receive  us.  But  on  Wednefday,  Feb- 
ruary the  firft,  the  governor  flatly  denied  va  entry; 
at  which  all  the  gentry  were  much  troubled,  {hew- 
ing themfelves  very  kind  to  us.  Hereupon  we  agreed 
among  ourfelves  to  give  the  flip  to  thoTe  of  our 
company  who  had  no  money  left  them  of  all  didr 
purchafe  in  this  voyage,  having  loft^it  at  play ;  aod 
then  put  ourfelves  on  board  two  ftiips  bound  for 
England.  So  I  myfelf  and  thirteen  more  of  our 
company,  went  on  board  captain  Robo-t  Porteen's 
fliip,  called  th^  Lifbon  Merchant,  and  fet  fail  from 
la  Antigua,  February  the  i  ith,  and  landed  at  Dart- 
mouth in  England,  March  the  26th,  anno  16^2^ 
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A  certificate  pven  by  the  governor  of  St.  Domingo, 
to  the  author  ol  this  journal,  concerning  the 
iecvice. 

The  Sieur  de  Cuffy^  his  ma]eftys  gcvernor  of  ths 
T$rtoi/e  I/land,  and  t hi  coaft  of  St.  Domingo^ 

WE  do  certify.  That  the  Sieur  Ravcnau  de  Lof- 
(an  hath  ferved  in  a  company  of  fourfcore  and 
four  men  with  the  Sieur  Lawrence  de  Graff,  in  the 
quality  of  an  eniign  againft  the  Spaniards,  his  ma- 
jefty's  enemies ;  and  that '  having  gone  into  the 
South*Sea,  he  fell  into  the  company  of  other  free- 
booters, from  whence  not  being  able  jto  return,  but 
by  tht  force  of  their  arms,  he  has  given  upon  thofe 
occafions  fignal  proofs  both  of  his  zeal  and  courage.* 
In  teftimony  whereof  we  have' given  him  this  certi-. 
ficate,  to  which  we  have  affixed  our  feal,  and  or* 
dered  our  fecretary  to  counteriigQ  the  fame. 

Given  at  the  Fort  of  Port-Paix, 
the  \^tbffMay^  16&8. 

Db  Ct;s8T. 

By  the  governor's  connamnd^ 

BOTIR. 
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A  cofy  of  a  letter  written  ty  monjieur  De  Cttfy^ 
bis  maj^y*s  governor  (f  the  Tortmfe  Ifland^  and 
coaft  of  St.  Dmin£9,  to  nmnfitaar  de  Lt^bert,  treor 
furer-general  of  the  marine^  tipon  tbejuljeh  maS' 
ter  cf  tins  author^s  journal, 

8  I  R, 

T  Have  taken  notice  from  thofe  letters^  joq  have 
-^  done  we  the  honour  to  write  unto  me  the  pre- 
ceding yearsy  that  yon  intereft  yourfelf  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Sieor  Ravenau  de  Xu£in  ;  Mrherefbre, 
Sir,'  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  yoo  of  bis  ' 
return  from  thcSouth  Sea.^ith  rwo  hi^ndr^  apd  fixty 
of  his  comrades,  vbo  got  dear  out  of  that  country 
by  the  performing  of  wonderful  aJHoos,  the  parti- 
culars whereof  I  ftall  not  enter  vpon,  fince  he  will 
have  the  honour  to  give  yon  an  txaft  and  faithful 
account  of  them  himfelf^  being  the  only  per{bn  of 
all  the  company  that  has  kept  a  journal. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  have  got  him  embarked  io  the 
king*^  (hip  called  TheMarine,  which  was  tob^  gone 
in  two  days ;  and  naonfieur  de  9eat^eaQ  the  com- 
mander promi£?d  me  fo  give  htm  his  table  ppoQ 
your  account;  but  the  (aid  Sieur  de  Luffitn  thinking 
the  frigate  to  be  gone,  ftaid  with  me  at  Port-Paix, 
to  wait  an  opportunity  of  meeting  with  another  (hip 
that  (hould  be  bound  dircAly  f^  Dieppe^  I  hear- 
tily wi(b.  Sir,  I  could  meet  with  an  opportunity  of 
fisrving  you  in  thefe  p^rts  i  I  (hould  do  it  with  ex* 
ceeding  pleafure,  as  b^g,  with  all  deference  and 
tdpe£t'vM(Bmbi^ 

S  t  R^ 
Tour  mqfl  humble  and  oMient  fervant. 
At  the  Cape^  Vn  CuasT* 
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jf  copy  of  another  letter  vfritten  by  the /aid  monjiettr 
de  Cujfy  to  the  father  of  the  author  oftbUjournaU 

SIR, 

T  Cannot  let  yoar  fon  be  gone  whhout  tcftifying  \o 
^  youhow  much  cohcernedlam  in  (he  fatisfaftioaaad 
joy  you  will  have  to  fee  him  in  return  from  fo  long 
and  tollfome  a  voyage,  as  I  am  confident  of  your 
being  forry  at  prefent,  that  I  had  not  fent  him  home 
te  you  at  the  time  you  ddired,  vhich  yet  I  /houkl 
not  have  failed  to  do,  had  he  not  been  abient,  and 
at  whofe  return  I  delivered  him  one  of  your  letters, 
v^hich  I  always  preferved  fafe  with  thofe  of  monfieur 
de  Luberr.  He  has  no  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  me, 
though  I  have  made  him  an  offcr  of  my  utmoft  fervicc. 
I  may  fay,  without  vanity,  that  he  has  made  the 
greatefl  and  fined  voyage  in  our  age,  and  that  he 
has  fcen  countnes  which  a  great  many  people  in  the 
world  content  themfelves  to  view  in  maps,  without 
defiring  any  other  fight  of  them,  though  they  had 
all  the  richbs  thereof  beftowed  upon  them  for  their 
pains.  Befides  the  pleafnre  you  will  have  to  fee  your 
son  again,  yop  will  have  alfo  that  of  hearing  him  dif- 
courfe,  pertinently  enough,  of  his  voyage  and  ad- 
ventures ;  there  being  no  other  befides  himfelf  of 
all  the  company  that  can  give  an  exaA  account 
thereof,  as  having  all  along  applied  himfelf  to  keep 
a  very  punctual  journal  of  all  tranfa^ions,  which  I 
r^m  confident  will  be  pleafing  to  my  lord  marquis 
de  Sigoehy.  I  have  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to 
bun  concemios  it,  that  fo  I  might  engage  your  'fon 
toRoand  pretent  it  tahim,  which  perhaps  other- 
yt&  he  would  not  have  ad^cotared  to  do,  out  of 
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the  little  eftedro  himfelf  has  of  his  own  work.  Thi« 
is  what  offers  itfelf  at  prefen^  for  me  to  write  to  you, 
alTuring  you,  I  ftiould  take  a  deal  of  plcafure  to  find 
■tnyfelf  in  any  conditioo  to  ferve  hlm^  and  that  I  am, 

SIR, 

Tour  mqfi  humble,  and 

mcjl  obedient  Servant, 

At  the  Fort  rf  Port  Paix,  Db  Cusst. 

May  the  iSth,  1668. 
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jf  journal  of  a  voyage  made  by  the  free-boot ers  into 
the  South'Seoj  1684,  and  in  the  foUorwing  yean- 

IT  is  no  very  uncommon  thing  for  a  child,  that 
is  a  native  of  Paris^  to  go  and  feck  his  fortune 
abroad,  and  to  entertain  a  fixed  defign  of  be- 
coming a  man  engaged  in  hazardous  adventures* 
This  city,  within  which  moft  of  the  wonders  of  the 
world  are  contnined,  and  which  is  perhaps  the 
grcateft  that  can  be  met  with»  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
to  have  the  preference  of  any  other  upon  ihc  face  of 
the  earth.  But  who  is  he  that  can  penetrate  iiita 
the  fccrets  of  nature,  and  give  a  feafbn  for  fome  fort  of 
inclinations  (he  works  in  the  minds  of  mortals ;  as 
for  myfclf,  I  confefs  I  am  not  able  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  depth  of  my  dcfires ;  and  all  that  I 
tan  fay,  is,  that  I  have  always  had  a  moft  paHIonatc 
difpofition  for  travel.  Scarce  was  I  feven  years  old, 
when,  through  fome  innate  notions,  whereof  I  had 
not  the  maftery,  I  began  to  fleal  out  of  my  father's 
houfe  :  it  is  true,  my  firft  rambles  were  not  far, 
becaufc  my  age  and  flrcngth  would  not  allow  them 
to  be  fo ;  but  they  were  fo  much  the  more  frequent ; 
and  I  have  often  given  my  parents  the  trouble  tQ 
look  after  me  in  the  fuburbs,  and  that  place  we  call 
la  Viletie  :  however,  as  I  grew  up,  my  ex^curfion^ 
were  the  larger,  and  by  degrees  I  accuflomcd  my- 
fclf to  lofe  a  fight  of  Paris* 

This. 
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This  rambling  fort  of  humoar  was  accompanied 
with  another,  which  I  dare  not  dignify  with  the 
name  of  a  martial  one,  but  was  fach  as  wrought  ia 
me  an  ardent  deGre  to  fee  fame  fiege  or  battle:  I 
CQuId  not  hear  the  nolfe  of  the  drinn  in  the  ftrects 
without  thofe  tranfports  of  mind,  the  remembrance 
whereof  does  flill  operate  a  kind  of  a  vigorous  beat 
and  joy  in  roe.  It  fo  fell  out  at  length,  that  I  met 
with  an  officer,  with  whom  I  had  but  a  (Jender  ac« 
quaintacce ;  but  my  warlike  genins  quickly  inclined 
rae  to  make  him  my  friend.  I  looked  upon  him  as 
a  perfoa  who  conid  be  very  ferviccable  to  n>e  in  xcvf 
defigns;  and  it  was  with  this  profpe6l  I  applied  my- 
f<;lf  to  manage  him.  The  fiege  of  Conde  being  hap- 
pily commenced  at  this  time,  and  he  being  obliged 
to  ferve  there  with  bis  company,  I  made  him  the 
ofler  of  a  fword  that  had  hitherto  done  neither  good 
nor  harm  to  any  man,  but  which  I  was  paffionatelj 
deiiroQS  to  make  ufe  of.  Here  it  was  that  he  ga?e  me 
the  firft  inftances  of  his  friendfliip,  for  he  took  me 
freely  along  with  him,  and  kept  me  all  the  cam- 
pign ;  at  the  breaking-up  whereof  I  returned  with, 
him,  no  ways  difcouraged,  or  weary  of  war,  as  the 
greateft  part  of  th^m  are,  who  have  had  but  juft  a. 
taiVe  of  it.  And  this  I  tell  you  was  my  firft  ad- 
Yenture. 

The  fecond  was  not  qdte  fo  good  in  regard  to 
the  fuccefs  that  attended  it,  though  it  was  alike 
agreeable  to  my  palate,  and  according  to  my  heart's 
defire.  I  happened  to  become  a  cadet  in  the  marine 
regiment,  but  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  captain  who 
was  wondrous  (kilfiil  to  drain  children  ot  good  fa- 
milies of  their  money ;  fo  that  this  campaign,  wherein 
I  hoped  to  have  done  the  king  fome  let  vice,  was 
worn  away  in  expcnces.  My  father  gave  more  than 
be  (hould,  or  I  deferved,  to  get  my  difcharge,  and 
"to  fet  me  once  at  full  liberty  to  take  what  I  liked 

beftj 
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Jbe{^ ;  it  was  not  perhaps  his  tncH nation  I  (hould  do 
fo,  but  it  was  mine,  and  I  was  not  long  to  feck. 

God,  who,  it  feems,  was  not  willing  to  make  mc 
ont  of  conceit  with  the  trade,  was  fo  much  the 
better  guide  unto  me  at  this  time,  as  I  was  fo  ill- 
guided  before ;  for  monfieur  the  count  d'Avcgeao, 
whofc  perfonal  merit  has  fufficiently  diftinguiftied 
him  in  the  body  of  the  French  guards,  took  me 
along  with  him  to  th^  (iegc  of  St.  Guiflaae,  where 
I  failed  not  to  meet  with  new  pleafures  in  the 
vfeofarms,  though  it  were  never  fo  hot.  There 
were  a  great  many  men's  Jives  loft  at  this  fiege, 
^hich  yet  did  not  eool  the  defire  I  had  to  hazard  piy 
own  t  and  though  my  parents,  who  could  not  well 
brook  thiA  my  gadding  humour,  were  in  hopes  the 
fttigues  of  war  would  core  me  of  it,  they  were  mlf- 
taken  in  the  matter ;  for  I  was  no  fooner  got  upoQ 
the  ftoaes  of  Paris,  but  I  grew  weary  of  beb? 
there.  I  had  nothing  but  voyages  in  my  head,  ana 
thofe  that  were  longeft,  and  moft  accompatiied  with 
dangers,  appeared  to  roe  to  be  the  beft.  For  a 
perfon  never  to  get  out  of  his  native  country,  and 
to  be  ignorant  how  the  rtft  of  the  earth  (lands,  ap» 
peared  to  me  a  matter  that  (hould  be  appropriate4 
to' a  woman  only:  whereas  it  was  my  judgment^ 
that  a  man  (hould  never  be  confined  to  one  place, 
and  that  nothing  could  fuit  him  better  than  to  make 
himfelf  acquainted  with  all  thofe  of  his  own  fpecies. 
To  travel  by  land,  I  thought  both  long  and  diffi- 
cult, and  therefore  I  concluded  I  could  fooner  and 
more  fafcly  accomplifh  my  defigns  by  betaking  my- 
felf  to  the  fea ;  and  now  you  nod  me  ready  to  gQ 
on  board. 

There  was  nothing  omitted  on  the  part  of  pa- 
rents, that  were  full  of  tender  aflfeftions  for  an  ex- 
travagant child,  to  divert  me  from  my  refolution  t 
but  as  to  young  men,  fucb  as  I  was,  it  may  be  faid, 
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as  is  afually  done  of  womeokiod :  that  **  what  thej 
"  will,  God  wills  )'*  aod  to  fay  the  truths  I  was 
over-ruled  by  my  inclioatloD  herem  ;  wherefore 
when  they  perceived,  that  abfolutely  ta  oppofe  my 
humour  would  make  me  but  the  more  opiniative^ 
they  propofed  I  (hould  take  a  voyage  for  St.  Do* 
mingo,  where  I  (hould  find  friends  and  prote^Vioa 
in  cafe  of  need ;  and  as  this  exaAly  fuited  botk 
with  my  defires  and  defigns,  and  that  provided  I 
could  get  to  fea,  I  did  not  care  whither  bound,  I 
very  readily  obeyed. 

Dieppe  was  the  place  where  I  embarked,  and 
from  whence  I  parted  on  the  5th  of  March,  16791 
with  greater  fatisfaAion  of  mind  than  I  am  well  able 
to  exprefs.  That  element,  which  to  the  generality 
of  men  feems  very  frightftil,  appeared  to  me  the 
moil  amiable  and  delightful  of  any  in  the  world. 
The  winds,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  wrought  in  me  fome 
delight ;  for  I  found  that  almoft  every  little  Mad 
brought  us  ha ppUv  onwards  on  our  way  :  and  I  was 
fo  overjoyed  ta  find  myfelf  In  fo  defireable  an  ifland, 
that  I  thought  no  more  of  the  hazards  my  voyage 
made  me  liable  to.  Let  no  man  therefore  be  ama- 
zed thereat,  if  he  fin4s  none  of  them  contained  in  my 
{"ournal :  and  feeing  there  are  other  perfons  who 
}ave  been  particuhir  enough  in  their  relations  given 
of  this  pafTage,  I  have  this  only  to  fay,  that  I  fafely 
arrived,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  at  St.  Domingo; 
and  if  any  one  has  the  curiofity  to  follow  me  in  my 
remaining  expedition  he  muft  begin  from  thence. 

I  continued  there,  however,  for  above  thrte  years, 
not  only  to  fee  the  country,  but  through  fnch  con- 
junftures  as  would  not  admit  me  to  go  out  of  it.  I 
found  myfelf  chained  there  to  a  Frenchman,  that 
was  fo  far  from  deferving  the  name  of  one,  that  his 
hardened  malice  much  better  became  a  Tuck.  But 
what  mifery  foever  I  have  undergone  with  him,  I 

freely 
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frtely  forgive  him,  being  refoWed  to  forget  bis  name» 
which  I  ihali  not  mention  in  this  place,  becaufe  the 
laws  of  chridtanity  require  it  at  my  hands ;  though 
as  to  matter  of  charity  he  is  not  to  exped  much  of 
that  in  me,  fince  he  on  his  part  has  been  every  way 
defeftive  in  the  exercife  thereof  upon  my  account. 
But  my  patience  was  at  laft  quite  worn  out,  being 
weary*  of  tho(c  cruelties,  whereof  I  faw  no  end  :  I 
made  my  complaints  to  monfieur  de  Fr^nqoefnay 
the  king's  lieutenant,  who  adled  as  governor  finc€ 
the  other's  deccafe,  and  whofe  generofity  proved  ta 
be. a  fanAuary  to  me:  he  readily  ^onfented  to  take 
me  to  his  own  houfe,  where  I  (laid  £x  whole 
months. 

I  had  borrowed  money  in  the  mean  time,  and  I 
thought  it  was  the  part  of  an  hontd  men  to  repiy 
it.  My  parents  would  have  been  perhaps  very  will- 
ing to  have  paid  my  debts,  but  they  could  hear  no* 
thing  from  me,  nor  I  from  them ;  and  the  letters 
they  fent  me,  pailed  through  fuch  officious  hands, 
that  they  fpared  us  the  charge  of  poAage.  I  was 
therefore  neceflStated  to  feek  out  fome  other  way  to 
free  myfelf :  and  this  I  found  in  meeting  with  that 
which  fatisfied  the  natural  inclination  I  had  for  tra- 
velling. I  bethought  myfelf  of  making  one  of  the 
Free-booters  gang,  to  go  a  voyage  with  them,  and 
to  borrow,  for  the  payment  of  my  debts,  as  much 
mcmey  as  I  could  from'  the  Spaniards.  Now  thefe 
forts  of  borrowings  have  this  advantage  attending 
them,  that  there  is  no  obligation  of  repayment,  as  in 
our  country,  they  being  efleemed  the  produft  of  a 
juft  war ;  and  feeing  the  pLice  of  a6lion  is  beyond 
the  Line,  there  is  no  talk  there  of  making  any  refiitu- 
tjon:  befides  which,  we  may  alfo  obTerve  in  this 
place,  that  there  was  then  a  rupture  between  the 
two  crowns,  and  that  we  had  a  formal  corhmiffion 
from  my  brd  admiral  to  iafeft  the  Spaniards. 

There 
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There  was  no  qaeftion  to  be  mtde,  bat  I  cmdcl 

find  a  captain  that  would  recelre  me ;  and  I  was  nc^ 

long  m  making  the  choice,  fmce  there  werenot  maoy 

of  theoi  at  that  time  to  pitch  irpoo.     Laureace  ckl 

GrafF  was  the  man  I  moft  fancied,  who  would  make 

a  fpecjol  corfalr ;  and  though  he  bad  not  been  long 

arrived,  all  that  he  wanted,  was  to  be  gone  as  well 

as  F.     We  were  in  a  few  hours  time  fatisfied  with 

each  other,  and  became  fuch  friends,  as  thoie  are 

WQnt  to  be  who  are  about  to  run  the  fane^e  riiqne  of 

fortune,  and  apparently  todie  tc^ether.  This  laft  in- 

deed  we  (hould  have  reckoned  upon  with  the  moft 

appearance  of  reafon,  but  it  was  what  we  leaft 

thought  of.  My  departure  took  up  all  my  thoughts : 

I  furnished  myfelf  with  arms  and  other  (mail  necef- 

iaries,  at  tbe  charge  of  monf.  de  Franquefnay,  who 

was  very  ready  to  advance  me  fome  monc}',  which 

1  have  paid  him  fince,  and  whofe  kindoefe  I  (hali 

never  forget.     At  lail  the  day  came,  and  1  moft  • 

freely  fay,  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  beft  in 

the  courfe  my  life.    On  the  22d  c^  November,  m 

the  year  16S4,  we  departed  from  Petit- Gaves,  00 

the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo,  to  the  number  of  1 20 

men,  on  beard  a  prize  taken  fome  time  before,  captain 

Laurence  de  Gral{^  from  the  Spaniards,  which  they 

fent  as  an  advice-boat  from  Carthagena  on  the  Terra 

Firma  of  America,  to  Spain.  Our  defign  was  to  g6 

and  join  ourfelves  with  a  fleet  of  Free*booter6,  which 

we  were  in  hopes  to  meet  with  before  the  H^vanna, 

a  great  city  in  the  ide  of  Cuba  to  the  north,  and 

about  fourteen  leagues  difl^t  from  Si.  Domingo. 

We  anchored  on  the  4th  of  December  at  tb^  Tor* 
toife  liland  to  take  in  water,  and  on  the  6th  {ailed 
away  in  order  to  return  to  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo^ 
which  is  but  three  leagues  o£^  where  we  arrived 
the  1 2th,  and  caQing  anchor  9H:  Cape  frandsi^m 
took  in  our  full  flore  of  water  and  wood.^  We  lA 
3  ^ 
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^is  {dace  on  the  i  jth,  and  were  taken  with  a  north 
wind  two  leagues  n^om  the  road  in  fuch  la  manner, 
that  we  loft  our  (faallop,  which  was  too  big  to  be 
put  npon  our  gibbet.  Towards  evening  we  failed 
back  to  a  place  of  fafeiy,  whereby  we  were  obliged 
to  ftay  two  days  waitingfor  a  canoe  we  had  fent  to 
buy  at  the  cape,  from  whence  we  came,  fuch  things 
as  we  wanted,  for  making  up  the  lofs  of  our  (hallop. 

On  the  20th,  we  made  ready  to  endeavour  to  re» 
join  the  Viftorious,  a  (hip  that  came  with  us  from 
the  cape,  belonging  t9  Nantes,  and  bound  to  the 
Ifltrs  of  the  Wind,  which  Kad  on  board  the  com- 
mander of  St.  Laurence,  lieutenant-general  of  the 
French  IClands  and  the  coaAs  of  ihe  Terra-Firma  of 
Americi,  and  monfieur  Begon,  intendunt  of  juflice, 
policy,  and  the  finances  of  that  country,  to  whom 
we  fcrved  as  convoy,  left  they  fhould  have  been  at- 
tacked by  the  Spanifti  periaugucs  that  cruize  there- 
abouts. And  indeed  we  had  a  great  deal  of  reafon 
to  be  concerned  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  were  in  much  efteem  with  all  the  colonies  of 
the  iOands,  becaufe  of  the  good  order  they  kept,  the 
exa£ljuftice  they  adminiftered,  and  the  tranquillity 
the  people  enjoyed  under  them  i  but  we  could  not 
poiTibly  fet  fight  on  this  ihip,  as  not  knowing  what 
courfe  (he  (leered.  * 

The-threeand-twentieth  we  fteered  our  own 
courfe,  and  in  the  evening  difcovered  a  (hip  to  lee- 
ward of  us,  to  whom  We  gave  chace  ;  but  (he  braced 
to,  to  wait  for  tt« ;  and  when  we  were  come  up  with 
her,  \vc  foundlt  Was  captain  le  Sicur  of  Dieppe,  who 
commanded  a  flute  called  the  Aramantha,  whom  we 
quickly  left,  keeping  our  own  courfa.  But  on  the 
fiv6-and-twentieth,  which  was  Chriftmas-Day,  we 
had  a  great  calm  till  next  day,  when  the  wind  proving 
4pBtraryy  obliged  us  to  put  back  to  the  port  of  Plata, 

on 
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on  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo,  where  we  Ilaid  to  the 
end  of  the  month.  ^ 

On  the  fiift  of  January  in  the  new  year  1685,  wc 
doubled  cape  St.  Francis,  and  next  day  by  ten  in 
the  morning  did  the  fame  by  Cape  Cabron,  as  we 
doubled  ihat  of  Savona  towards  noon,  they  being 
all  fituatcd  on  the  fame  coaft ;  and  that  d-iy  one  of 
our  men  died. 

On  the  fourth  we  failed  in  fight  of  la  MeAa;  next 
day  coafted  the  ifle  of  Portc^  Rico,  and  la  Savona, 
and  then  fleered  fouih  eaft  and  by  fouth,  till  the 
eleventh,  when  we  difcovered  the  ifles  of  Ave,  to- 
wards which  we  bore  till  the  evening,  and  doubkd 
them  on  the  twelfth  about  eleven  in  the  morning, 
keeping  f\ill  the  fame  courfe  till  we  came  to  the  ifle 
de  la  Roca ;  where  there  was  alfo  another  rendez- 
vous of  our  men  of  war  to  be,  which  we  were  going 
to  feek  out. 

On  the  thirteenth,  at  feven  in  the  morning  we 
difcovered  the  main  land  of  America,  and  were  be* 
calmed  next  day,  which  continued  to  the  fifteen^Ji 
at  noon,   when  wc  had  a  frefti  gale,  and  fteerecT  I 
north-north-eaft  till  the  fofenteenth,  when  about   % 
moon-fciting  we  defcried  two  (hips  and'four  boats  to 
windward  of  us,  about  a  cannon's  (hot  diftance,  that  * 
had  the  cape  of  us,  which  brought  us  upon  deck  to 
make  all  ready. 

One  of  thefe  boats  on  the  eigliteenth,  by  break  of 
day,  being  a  tartane  commanded  by  captain  John 
llofe,  as  not  kaowing  us  prefent'ly,  came  up  and 
haled  us ;  and  as  our  captain  had  a  commiilion  from 
the  lord  high-admiral  of  France,  the  count  of  Tbo- 
loufe,  we  made  anfwer  from  Pari$,  and  put  oirt  our 
flag  ;  but  Rofe,  who  would  not  know  us  fo,  believing 
wc  had  no  other  intention  in  feigning  ourfelvcs'to  be 
a  king's  ftip  than  to  get  clear  of  hin»,  gave  us  two 
guns  to  mdke  us  ftrike,  infomuch|  that  taking  him 

really 
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really  for  a  Spaniard,  we  knocked  out  the  heads  of 
two  barrels  of  powder,  ia  order-  to  burn  ourfelves 
and  blow  up  the  (hip,  rather  than  fall  into  the  ha^s 
of  thofc  people,  who  never  gave  us  quarter,  but 
were  wont  to  nnake  us  fufTcr^ali  imagiouble  torments, 
they  begiaoing  ufually  with  the  captain,  whom  they 
hang  with  bis  conimiilion  about  his  neck :  but  one 
of  .the  two  (hips  canae  up  with  us  in  a  moment,  and 
knowing  what  we  were  gave  us  a  (ignal,  which  was 
fo  mach  the  more  fatisfa(flion  to  us,  that  inftead  of 
enemies,  which  we  took  the:n  to  be,  they  proved  to 
be  not  only  friends,  but  thofc  very  (hips  we  were  in 
que(Vof,  which  obliged  us'  to  put  in  at  the  Cape, 
and  (pend  that  day  to  vifit  one  another. 
.  Ope  of   thefe  two  (hips  btlonged   to    captain 
Michael  Landreffon,  and  was  called  The  Mutinous^ 
but  formerly  The  Peace  ;  and  the  othel*  to  captain 
Laurence  deGraflT,  whole  name  was  The  Neptune,  but 
once  The  Saint  Francis,  and  which  he  had  quitted 
when  he  went  in  his  prize  to  Saint  Domingo  to  get 
a  aew  commiflion  of  the  governor,  his  own  that  he 
\k^  being  then  expired.     The  firft  of  thefe  (hips 
carried  fifty  pieces*  of  cannon,  and  the  other  forty- 
four,  and  had  both  of  them  bcca  two  Spanifh  af- 
madillas,  who  the  year  liifore  coipiiig  out  of  Cnr« 
tfi^gena,  to  take  the  (hips  commanded  as  well  by 
the  captains  Laurence  and  Michael,  as  thofe  of  cap- 
tains John  Quet  and  Le  Sage,  were  themfelves  taken 
by  thofe  whom  they  were  about  to  become  m afters 
of:  and  as  for  the  four  boats  they  were  commanded 
by  other  captains,  whofe  names  were  Rofe,  Vigneron, 
I-a  Garde,  and  an  Englifli   traitor  from  Jamaica  ; 
by  them  we  were  informed  that  they  were  watching 
in  that  place  for  the  patach  of  Marguerita,  and  a 
fquadron  of  Spanilh  (hips,    which  they  expcclcd 
would  fail  that  way,  in  order  to  take  them. 
Vol.  IL  F  Oa 
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On  the  nlaelcenth  we  rcfolved  to  quit  that  poft, 
and  did  all  we  could  to  get  Dp  with  the  ifle  of 
Cufailb,  a  great  part  whereof  belongs  to  the  Hol- 
landers. We  failed  in  fight  cf  thote  of  Boooarx 
and  Roube ;  and  abodt  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
fame  day  we  chafed  a  FlemUh  boat  that  came  from 
die  port  of  Guaira  on  the  concitient,  and  was  re- 
turning to  the  town  of  Cnraflb,  *  two  Icagnes  to 
leeward  of  wl>ich  we  anchored  that-evening  in  the. 
port  of  SanAa  Barba. 

On  the  twentieth  we  fent  away  a  boat  onder  the 
command  of  La  Garde  to  the  town  to  aflc  the  go- 
vernor leave  to  buy  us  mafts  for  captain  Lau- 
rence's (hip,  that  had  loft  them  m  a  hurricane  near 
the  ifle  of  St.  Thomas ;  but  this  he  abfolutely  re- 
fufed,  and  fhut  up  the  gates  againft  us.  Upon  the 
boat's  return,  and  relation  given  us  of  the  govenor's 
refufal,  I  carried  him  a  Iropy  of  our  commiffioa, 
hoping  to  engage  him  by  that. means  to  grant  us 
our  requeft;  but  he  ftill  perfiAed  to  deny  us,  while 
a  part  of  our  crew  fcrupled  not  Jn  the  mean  time  la 
go  afliore,  and  enter  into  the  town,  after  liavlng 
left  their  (words  behind  them  at  the  gate.    • 

On  the  twfenty-third  our  (hips  weighed  andior, 
in  order  to  fail  for  Santa  Cruz,  which  Hands  feven 
leagues  to  leeward  of  this  town ;  and  in  our 
paflage  by  the  fort  we  fainted  it,  and  they  returned 
us  gun  for  gun :  but  the  governor  finding  we  were 
two  hundred  men  of  us  iu  the  town,  informed  us 
en  the  twenty-fourth,  by  beat  of  drum,  that  it  was 
his  pleafure  we-fhould  begone,  and  return  forth- 
with on  board  our  (hips,  and  that  he  would  give  us 
Aallops  to  carry  us  thither,  provided  we  paid  him 
two  pieces  of  eight  a  man.  I  prefently  difcerned  it 
was  bis  will  we  fbouid  not  go  back  by  land,  becaufe 
we  moft  for  that  purpofe  crofs  a  lake  that  ftands  at 
the  £dot  of  the  fort,  which  be  had  forbiddeii  us  to 

pafs; 
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pa(st  tod  this  made  me  go  and  tell  him,  we  gave 
Urn  tliaakf  for  his  fluUop,  that  if  we  were  minded 
to  go  by  lea  to  rc^n  our  {hips,  we  had  periaugaes 
tp  carry  us  thitber ;  and  that  we  had  no  other  de<»  . 
fign  to  get  to  them  by  land  but  for  a  walK*a  fake : 
to  which  he  anfwered,  *  Tbac  liie  inhabitaats  there 
*  fcrupied  to  let  us  fee  their  iHaod ;'  but  for  all  that 
he  wovld  not  let  us  pafs  over  the  lake,  and  lb  we 
were  two  days  before  H*e  could  reach  Santa  Cruz, 
where  our  (hips  were  waiting  for  us.- 

We  came;  aifterwards  to  know  the  reafon  of  the 
gOTcmor's  difpleafure  againft  vs^  which  was,  that 
captain  Laurence  and  captain  Michael's  (hips  had 
taken  two  Dutch  (bips  before  the  Havannah,  that 
were  freighted  for  the  Spaniards,  having  two 
hundred  tfaoutand  pieces  of  e'^t  that  belonged  to 
their  company,  which  the  free- hooters  meddled  not 
with,  being  at  peace  -uich  that  nation ;  and  they 
eafily  perfiuided  their  principal  that  ail  had  beea 
taken  from  them,  a^id  fo  we  were  punUbed  for  thi 
knarery  thefe  Dutciimen  praAifed  towards  their 
OM^o  people* 

Though  this  idand  of  Curaflb  be  well  enough 
known  in  France,  I  cannot  bnt4ake  notice,  as  I 
go  aloAg,  that  the  temperature  of  its  air  is  the  fame 
with  that  of  St  Domii^o,  and  produces  the  fame 
A>rt  of  fvaits ;  that  the  land  is  almoft  level  through- 
out^ and  the  country  very  naked,  becaufe  of  the 
little  wood  that  grows  there;  but  almoft  barren  in 
fei-eral  places,  and  produces  little  to  the  owners  \yt* 
fides  maize  and  fmall  millet ;  yet  it  is  watered  with 
feveral  fprings  and  rivers.  The  town  that  ftanda 
upon  it  is  fmall,  but  very  neat,  being  encompafled 
with  an  high  though  very  thin  wall :  there  is  a  good 
and  (afe  port  bekmgs  to  it,  and  the  fort  that  com- 
mands it,  as  well  as  the  town,  is  very  regularly 
fortified.  The  inhabitants  arc  of  feveral  forts  of 
F  2  religions. 
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religions,  the  cxercife  thereof  being  free  ;  the  chief 
of  which  is  that  of  the  Dutch,  of  the  Jews,  as 
well  as  of  others  ;  each  of  whom  have  their 
refpcftive  places  of  wordiip  in  ,the  town.  The 
chief  oi  their  trade  confifts  in  fugar  that  grows 
there,  and  of  wool  whkh  comes  from  the  fliee^ 
which  breed  upon  the  place  in  great  nnmbet^ ; 
befides  the  fkins  of  thofe  animals^  as  alfo  of  a 
great  many  oxen  and  cows  which  they  keep  in  the 
loweft  and  beft  watered  grounds  of  this  ifland, 
where  it  abounds  in  paAure.  They  are  altogether 
afFeded  to  the  Spanifli  nation^  with  whom  they 
have  the  main  c^  their  trade. 

'On  the  twenty- fevjcnth  we  made  ready^  and 
fteered  our  courfe  for  Cape  la  Vella,  which  is  on 
the  continent  of  America,  where  we  defigned  to 
fix  ourfelves  in  order  to  wait  for  the  patach  of 
Marguerita,  whereof  I  have  have  already  fpoken  : 
the  fame  day  captain  Vigneron's  boat  left  us  to  re> 
turn  to  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo,  becaufe  they  had 
not  men  enough  to  make  any  thing  of  the  enter- 
prize^  there  being  no  more  than  twenty  on  board 
her. 

Being  come  to  the  Cape  by  the  thirtieth,  we  an- 
chored there  ;  and  our  next  care  was  to  fet  fome 
centinek,  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  upon  the  top 
of  it,  to  give  us  notice  when  they  difcovcred  the 
patach  ;  but  next  day  we  thought  it  more  ad- 
vifeable  to  purfue  this  following  method  to  get  in- 
telligence :  we  fent  on  the  firft  of  February  cap- 
tain Rofe's  boat  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  la  Hacbe 
on  the  continent,  inhabited  by.  the  Spaniards',  and 
about  twenty  leagues  diflant  from  the  Cape  where 
we  then  were,  under  pretence  of  trading  with 
them,  but  in  reality  with  a  defign  to  make  foroc 
prifoners,  that  fo  we  might  be  informed  whether 
the  patach  was  pafled  by  that  way  or  no ;  for  it 
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was  ufual  for  her  to  take  in  part  of  her  lading  ia 
that  river. 

While  we  waited  for  the  retiitn  of  this  boat,  I 
and  fomc  others  went  afhore  to  view  and  obferve  the 
country  about  the  Cape.  I  underHood^ic  was  in- 
habited by  a  moft  cruel,  barbarous,  and  favagc  In- 
dian nation,  who  are  neither  friends  to,  nor  have 
any  fociery  with  any  other  people  whatfvxiver,  no 
not  even  with  the  Spaniards  themfelves  who  live 
round  about  them.  They  eat  without  any  diflinc- 
tion  whatever  they  can  catch,  and  are  afraid  of 
nothing  but  fwords  and  the  like  weapons  ;  but  as 
for  fire-arms  they  matter  t;hem  not  at  all.  AVe  were 
faiisfied  to  have  a  fight  of  them  as  we  returned, 
whhout  Jhaving  the  curiofity  to  make  a  trial  of 
their  teeth,  by  going  farther  up  into  the  country 
where  there  was  nothing  to  be  got. 

I  am  not  able  to  forbear  in  this  place  to  give  a 
ftrange  example  of  what  I  am  fpeaking,  and  of 
what  this  people  can  do,  whom  I  take  to  be  the 
ddeA  frec-booters  of  America.  The  marquis  of 
Maintenon,  governor  of  the  ifle  of  Maragalant, 
who  had  the  command  of  one  of  the  king's  fri- 
gates called  The  Witch,  having  taken  a  prize  of 
fourteen  gons,  which  he  went  on  board,  and  find- 
ing himielf  one  day  feparatefl  from  his  own  (hip, 
was  conftrained,  in  order  to  take  in  water,  to  caft 
anchor  at  Boca  del  Drago  on  the  Terra  Fit  ma  of 
Atncrica,  which  was  inhabited  by  the  fame  Indian 
t>eop)e  as  live  at  Cape  la  Valla  He  brought  his 
(hip  as  near  the  fliore  as  he  could,  and  b.inging  . 
all  his  cannon  to  bear  pn  one  fide,  he  fent  under 
the  covert  of  them  his  (hallop,  with  two-and- 
twenty  armed  men,  to  fill  their  caflcs  with  water, 
and  ru(hing  upon  them  in  fpight  of  the  continual 
fire  made  upon  them  from  the  cannon  of  the  man 
of  war,  they  carried  her  with  the  two-and- twenty 
F  3  men 
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meo  for  above  fifty  ptces  to  land,  \vhere/  after  tbey 
had  killed  them,  eveiy  one  took  his  man  opoa  his 
back,  and  moTed  tbem^  off;  then  they  returned. 
Mid  fwimming  to  cut  the  caUes  of  the  fiiip  to 
make  her  drive  aAore,  they  hoped  alfo  to  lervt 
thofe  on  board  the  fame  (auce  ;  but  as  good  luck 
would  barest  they  had  time  to  loofe  their  faBs,  and 
to  make  ready  to  put  Luther  off  from  the  fliore. 

On  the  fecond  we  put  our  fliips  into  a  careening 
pofhire,  and  on  the  eighth  Refers  boat  returned  to 
^s,  aad  gave  an  account,  that  as  foon  as  they  had 
artichored  at  the  mouth  of  La  Hacbe,  they  fcnt  a 
jmali^  canoe  with  fix  Engfiflunen  in  it  afhore ;  they 
being  of  our  crew,  and  at  peace  then  with  xbc 
Spaniards,  who  agreed  with  them,  that  next  morn- 
ing about  fan-rifing  they  would  fire  a  gun  to  gire  the 
other  notice  to  come  on  board  to  traflkk  with  tbena ; 
that  in  the  night  they  had  put  thirty  men  a(hore 
to  furprize  thofe  of  the  Spaniards  that  fbouM  paft 
toaod^fio }  but  that  the  Spaniards  having  cfifberKd 
tfie  fnare  that  was  hud  for  them,  fired  aH  iii^t, 
which  gave  all  the  inhabitants  the  abntn :  that  wait 
morning  our  people  fired  thdr  cannoo  tf  fignal  ac« 
cordh^  to  the  agreement,  and  put  out  Soglifli  co* 
lours ;  but  it  was  to  no  pvrpofe,  for  the  SpamaidSa 
accor^ag  to  aU  appearance,  had  no  indination  for 
tftofe  gcxxls  they  iuppofed  we  would  trade  with 
them  in ;  fe  that  our  men  finding  their  defiga 
had  mifcarried,  weighed  anchor,  and  fidkd  away 
to  jcAn  as« 

As  we  were  of  opinion  at  bft  that  there  was  no 
hope's  the  patach  would  pais  that  way,  we  held  a 
council  on  board  our  fhip  about  forming  another 
defign ;  but  not  being  able  to  agree  with  captain 
Laurence  (who  was  owner  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Neptune)  becaufc  he  would  have  impofed  upon  us, 
^there  were  fourfcore  and  feven  that  quitted  the  fldp, 
and  weut  on  board  the  priiicin  which  we  came  froin 
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Samt  Domingo>  and  fo  left  hun  oo  the  thirteenth. 
He  weighed  aod  fteered  his  coorfe  thitherward': 
capuia  Michael  and  captain  John  Roic  weighed 
aTo,  and  failed  for  Carthagena  ;  and  we,  who  were 
krefolute  what  way  to  take,  followed  the  latter. 

Qn  the  twenty-fifth  we  bad  a  hard  eaflerly 
breeze,  which  carried  ns  beyond  a  river  that  rur^ 
en  the  Terra  Firnaa,  and  is  \>j  the  Spaniards  called 
Rio  Grande,  where  we  fhould  have  taken  in  wa- 
ter»  which  continues  fweet  within  the  fea  for  three 
er  four  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  it,  for  all  it  rains 
&  little,  and  provided  you  take  that  which  ruBs  on 
the  fuperficies.  About  three  of  the  fame  da/,  ii> 
the  afternoon,  we  faw  Onr  Lady  de  la  Poupa, 
wtuch  is  alfo  on  the  continent,  and  the  twenty- 
fixih  anchored  at  the  ifles  of  Saiut  Bernard,  from, 
vbence  we  parted  in  the  evening  with  three  peri- 
aogoes  only,  in  order  to  get  to  windward  of  Car* 
ib^esa,  to  endeavour  io  Teek  us  ibme  proviTion 
which  they  comiouaUy  carry  to  that  place,  and  ouc 
ddigD  had  in  eiSeft  the  defired  fucco&. 

We  returned  oo  the  i8th  with  (even  periaugort 
ladeawith  maize,  which  we  made  good  prize :  by 
the  Spamards  that  were  in  them,  we  underAood  that 
there  were  two  galleons  at  Carthagena,  and  that 
the  SpaniSi  flota  was  at  Porto-Bello;  and  that 
two  ibips,  one  carrymg.  twenty,  and  the.  other 
cwenty-tour  gnas,  would  quickly  fet  out  fronv 
theace ;  but  we  did  not  think  fit  to  wait  for  them, 
becaufe  they  could  not  aiOgn  to  us  any  determinate- 
tune  when  they  fiumld  fail. 

Oil  the  twenty-fecond  at  noon  we  weighed,  and 
towards  evening  diicovered  Point  Picaron  on  the 
Qontment,  and  the  ifles  of  Palmas  :  about  two 
hours  within  the  nighty  we  doubled  the  greateft 
pdnt  of  thefe  iilands.  The  next  morning,  which 
was  the  twenty-third,  we  found  ourfelves  fepafated 
&0JD.  captain  Michael  and  captain  Rofe,  and  then 
E  4.  it 
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it  Was  we  took  a  refolution  of  attempting,  to  crofs 
over  the  continent,  to  the  end  we  might  get  into 
•the  South-Sea ;  in  order  to  which  we  iailed  to  the 
bay  of  the  ifle  d'Or,  which  is  inhabited  by  the 
Indians  of  Sambes,  that  fo  we  might  know  of 
them  (who  were  our  friends)  what  fuccefs  the  other 
free-booters  met  with,  who,  we  had  been  toW^ 
were  gone  thither  fgme  months  before. 

From  the  twenty  third  at  night  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  we  kept  to  the  Cape,  being  afraid  of  entering 
into  the  gulf  of  Arian  ;  and  that  morning,  by  break 
of  day,  we  made  nearer  the  fhore  to  difcover  where 
we  were,  and  upon  trial  we  found  it  to  be  a  point 
of  the  wind  in  that  gulf^  which  the  currents  made 
us  to  double. 

Between  this  Gulf  and  Cape  Matance  happened 
a  very  remarkable  adventure.  We  had  on  board 
our  (hip  a  foldier  belonging  to  the  Spanifh  gallec^s, 
whom  we  had  taken  to  windward  of  Carthagcna 
in  one  of  the  periaugues,  whereof  we  found  the 
maize  before  fpoken  of,  who,  out  of  dcfpair  to  find 
liimfelf  made  a  prifoner,  though  he  was  very  kindly 
ufed,  took  a  refolution,  as  appeared  by  what  fol- 
lowed, to  throw  himfelf  into  the  fea,  to  which  end 
he  \\*ent  five  or  fix  times  upon  deck  without  being 
.'<ble  to  put  his  defign  in  execution,  and  that  in  all 
likelihood  out  of  a  fecrot  refiftance  he  found  withm 
himfelf  to  do  it ;  but  at  laft,'  after  feveral  attempts, 
he  cffefted  the  fame,*  which  excited  my  curiofity  lo 
enquire  into  the  circumftances  thereof;  1  found  that, 
contrary  to  what  ufually  happens  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
body,  which  fell  down  with  full  force  into  the  water, 
floated  a  long  time  upon  the  back  by  the  (hip's 
fide,  though  to  our  apprehenfion  ho  did  all  be 
could  to  drown  himfelf;  but  when  out  of  com- 
panion, to  fave  his  life,  we  threw  out  fonr.c  of  our 
tackle  for  him  to  catch  hold  on,  he  not  only  re- 
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fiifed  to  make  ufe  of  them,  but  turned  hlmfelf  upon 
his  face,'  and  plunged  to  the  bottom. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  we 
arrived  and  anchored  at  the  ifle  d'Or,  or  Golden  Ifland, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fired  a  gun  to  give  the  Indians 
notice  of  our  coming  :  then  we  went  afhore  to 
know  what  that  flag  was  we  difcovered  at  a  diftance 
from  us,  where  we  found  three  men  belonging  to 
captain  Grognier  and  captain  Lefcuier's  crew, 
who  told  us,  that  they  tarried  there  becaufe  they 
would  not  go  with  the  other  free-booters,  who 
were  on  their  journey  to  the  South  Sea,  under  the 
conduft  of  thofe  two  captains ;  and  that  as  foon  as 
ever  they  faw  us,  they  had  fet  up  that  flag  as  a 
iignal  for  us  to  come  up  to  them. 

Tlie  fjx-and-twcniieih  came  fonie  Indians  with 
letters  on  board  us,  which  were  direftcd  to  the 
firft  free-booters  that  ftiould  anther  in  that  road, 
to  give  them  notice  that  they  were  gone,  to  the 
number  of  an  hundred  and  feventy  men  to  that  fea, 
and  fome  fmnll  time  before  them  an  hundred  and 
fifteen  Englifti ;  befides  which,  they  alfo  fent  us 
fomc  inftruftions  how  to  demean  ourfelves  towards 
the  Indians  through  whofe  territories  we  muft  pa&, 
wherewith  we  were  fully  confirmed  in  the  projeft 
we  had  already  formed  of  undertaking  this  expe- 
dition: and  though  we  were  but  fourfcoreand  feveii 
men,  yet  u'e  made  ourfelves  ready  to  be  ^one.  la 
the  mean  time  fomc  other  Indians  came  alfo  on  board 
ns,  by  whom  we  were  informed,  ihat  capiaia 
Grognier  and  captain  Lefcuier  were  ftill  in  their 
territories,  and  not  yet  gone  to  the  South-Sea, 
which  made  »s  write  ta  them  by  one  of  thofe  Iwo 
Indians,  to  let  them  kno><r  tliat  we  were  coming  to 
them. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  at  noon  we  faw  captaia 

Michael  and  captain  Rofe  turn  into  the  fame  porr, 

Svhi^h  made  us  go  prefently  on  board,  to  kno^fr 

.  f  5  ^  what 
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wlAt  BMde  them  cone  in  and  anchor  ia  that  road. 
They  told  us  they  had  been  io  chafe  of  a  SpaniJh 
ftip  named  the  Hardy,  cooie  Croon  Saint  Jago  oo  the 
coaft  of  €oba,  and  betud  for  Cartbageoa ;  bac 
»ot  being  able  to  come  np  with  her,  they  vcre 
come  inu>  this  port,  as  being  the  nigheft>  to  tal» 
in  water.  Then  we  (hewed  them  the  lettefs  wc 
liad  received,  ^tuch  wrought  a  defire  in  many  of 
them  to  come  and  increafe  our  number,  infoiBiidi 
that  an  hundred  and  dghteen  men  quitted  MichaeTa 
Sup,  and  the  whok  crew  of  captain  Rofe,  beisg 
lixty.fbuc  meo»  who  burnt  their  reiltl  whai  they 
had  paid*  the  owners  the  price  of  it.  We  were  not 
iheh  for  delaying,  but  on  the  twenty-ninth  quitted 
eur  fiiipa  and  went  aOlore,  where  we  encamped  to 
thepumber  of  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  perfonar 
b^t  aa  to  the  (hip  beiongmg  to  our  particular  crew, 
we  left  her  in  the  hands  of  eapt^  Michael  ratbet 
|)iaabBm.her. 

CHAP.     Ik 

^^  i^ffi^g^  crofi  the  Continent  of  America  to.  go  Pf' 
the  StutlhSoa, 

OI^NDAT  the  firft  of  March  in  the  year  i68;^ 
'^  after  we  had  recommended  ourfeI?ea  to- the  Al» 
sn^hty*s  proteAion,  vre  fet  aut  under  the  commaaiA 
of  captain  Rofe,  captaiurFicard,  and  captain  De& 
maraife.  with  two  Indian,  guides,  and  about  forfyc 
IBore  of  that  natlooy  whom  we  took  alonfl  with  tu 
loc  the  eafe  of  thofi»  who  were  molt  rardened; 
among  us.  We  conkh  not  travel  above  three 
leagues  that  dsqf,  and  encamped  by  a  rirer  (idei| 
after  we  had  paflTed  through  a  ceuntry  that  pre* 
lently  difcovered  a  terrible  afpedl  to  us,  and  their 
proTed  Tery  difficult  to  travel  in-,  becaufe  of  the 
mountains^  precipices,  and  impenetrable  forefta- 
whereof  it  is  full;  and  the  difficuhy  of  our  journey 
was  ftiU  the  more  iocreafed  by  the  gi«at  r^ns  that 
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afceodiDg  tbe  mouacainsy  whkb  are  of  a  prodi^iom 
height,  we  were  clogged  with  the  weight  ot  our 
ammuiittioQ,  arms,  aod  other  iron  tods  we  carried 
wkh:  us*  UpoR  our  comiog  dowa  upon  thdfe 
novntaios  we  got  mto  a  plaio,  which,,  thoagh  it 
was  wttboot  aoy  tra^  or  ways,  yet  appeared  Tery 
tafy  unto  us;  b«t  that  wewereohKged  ao  left  tfaan- 
fbor-and-forty-  tisMs  in  the  fjpaoe  of  but  two  leagues 
to  crofs  the  fame  river,  whict^  becaufe  it  na  hetweea. 
very  flippery  rocks,  gave  w  a  great  deal  of  trouble: 
to  get  Direr  it,  being  always  in  danger  of  Adihig* 

On  the  fourth  we  lay  in  an  Indian  carbet,  which: 
is  a  fpaciouf  fort  of  a  lodyngybc^  alnu^^likeni 
bam,  wherein  t!»  people  are  worn,  to  meet  tog^ 
ther ;  there  we  (hid  next  day  to  go  a  hontji^ 
where  we  found  great  numbm  of  deer,  and  all* 
fcirts  of  birds.  Amongft  others  we  ftw  a  kind  oC 
animal  which  the  Indians  cail  Mantpooryei,  and' 
we  Trefdl,  becanfe  as  they  go  along  each  of  tbcirr 
feet  leaver  the  print  of  this  umple  in  the  ground. . 
This  animal  Is  as  Ug  as  a  finall  bvUock,  but  his^ 
hair  is  not  fo  long,  and  more  flcek*;  his*  legs*  are: 
ihort,  he  has  tbe  head  of*  an.  afs^  bat  a  (harper* 
ac^,  and  walks  in  the  bottom  of  the  water  as  weU 
as  on  dry  land.  They  have  here  aUb  a  fort^ol* 
hogs,  which  they  call  Vents,  i^ecaufe  of  an  openings 
place  they  haveiathe  form  of  a  navel  upon  tfaeh^ 
sacks*  We  may  farther  rake  noike  of  thote  botfts- 
they  call  ^gputils  and  Oviflitils,  which  bpch  die- 
one  and  fke  otbar  of  them  are  very  like  tbofewe- 
caU  Indian  pigs  inl\ance,  hut  much  bigger.  The 
monkeys  of  this  country  are  ahnoft  as  big  as  flieep|« 
life  in  foreR%  and  fcldom  come  down  from  the: 
trees,  where  they  always  find  thrir  food  ;  they  arer 
fo  hardy,  that  though  you  (hoot  them  with  a  fuzeer 
in  the  head,  or  through,  both  (hoviders,  they  (halli 
Mt  feUl  to  the  ground  \  an4  oaa^^  tiicea:  for  ail; 
K  6  whatc 
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what  yoQ  can  do,  they  have  fo  nttich  cunzung  in 
their  fall  as  ta  twift  their  tails,  which  are  v&y 
long,  about  the  branch  of  a  tree,  where  the;  haog 
and  wafte  away,  without  any  poiTibility'of  comiog 
at  them/  becauie  they  generally  make  choice  of  the 
talleft  trees  for  the  places  of  their  retreat. 

I  caoAot  without  fmiting  call  to  roind  what  I 
havedont  to  one  of  thefe  animals,  v^faicb/  after  I 
'  had  made  fevcral  fliots  at  him  ix^ith  my  fi^Ece  that 
carried  off  part  of  his  belly,  iafomuch  that  bis  guts 
came  oat,    held  himfelf  by  one  of  his  paws,  or 
hands  (if  you  wiil)  by  the  branch  of  a  tree,  while 
he  put  his  entrnib  with  the  other  into^that  par-t  of 
his  belly  that  ilill  remained  whole. 
*.     There  was  another  of  them  whom  I  fliot  with 
^a  fmall  bullet  acrofs  his  nofe,  and  who  finding  hin>- 
f  ielF  bliuded  with  the  blood  that  guflied  out,  bad 
ih  much  indudry  as  to  wipe  it  off  with  the  leaves 
of  the  tree  whereon  hcilood.     Here  alfo  we  found 
h^irats,  which  are  a  fort  of  birds  as  big  again  as 
parrots;  to  whom  ihey  are  very  like,  e\en  to  the 
note  thej<  have :    but  their  feathers  are  infinitely 
-  more  fine;  for  their  wings  antJtail,  which  is  rcry 
long,   are  .of  fo  lively  and  bright  flaming  colour, 
.  that  70U  cannot  for  (bme  time  fix  your  eye]  upon 
them  without  being 'da2zled.     Here  we  faw  thofe 
fowls  called  Occos,  which  are  pretty  like  unto  our 
Indian  ^rkey-hens,  but  with  this  difference,  that 
they  have'  a:  fmall  tuft  of  feathers  iupon  their  heads 
thatiroffrinblesa  cock's  cc»nb,  and  arouiid  of  ydlow 
about  'Dheii»  eyes :  they  difier  frow  cine^another  la 
colour ;  the  mile's  fearthers  ^beifig  inclinable  to  redy 
whereas  the  febahs's  are  blackifli,  but,  are  never 
found  afunder./    Their  partridges  are  larger  than 
our  Europeans,  and  their  fiefh  is  whit^  but  not  fo 
good,  and  their  note  is  different  frpmx^urs.     As 
to  their  pheaf^tsthey  are  imaller  than  thofe  ia 
Europe,  apd  their  flcfli  nothing  near  fo  palatai^le, 

but 
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but  their  notes  are  mv^cb  the  fame.  Bcfides  thefe, 
there  are  io  this  country  a  multitude  of  other  birds, 
Vith  whofe  Barnes  I  think  it  oeedlefs  to  fwell  this 
journal,  becaufe,.  as  the  iOands  of  America  are  fuU 
of  them»  there  is  already  an  exa6l  account  given 
of  them  in  tbofe  relations  that  have  been  made  of 
thefe  countries,  and  it  is  enough  that  1  give  a  de* 
fcription  of  fuch  as  are  i¥H  to  be  found  in  the& 
iflands,  or  of  another  kind :  yet  I  fliall  fay  this 
farther,  that  lizzards  breed  here  in-abuadancc,  and 
th^e  are  difierent  fiacs  of  them ;  they  are  auimals 
chat  refemble  pretty  nearly  thofe  whom  we  call 
cayements,  of  whom  I  (hall  have  occaHqa  to  fpeak 
iiercarter ;  their  fle(h  is  good  to  eat,  and  their  eggs, 
which  are  as  big  as  pigeons  eggs,  have  an  excel- 
lent tafie,  and  are  much  better  than  our  hens  eggs. 
This  huming  bout  was  a  great  relief  to  us  agatnft 
that  hunger  we  had  endured,  becaufe  it  was  the 
firft  repaft  we  had  met  with  iince  our  journey ; 
but  this  I  reckoned  nothing  in  comparifon  of  \he 
xniferies  which  we  were  to  fuiSer  in  a  vaA  numft)er  of 
other  adventures. 

At  laft,  after  fix  days  painful  and  wearifome  tra- 
T^ng,  even  beyond  all  that  can  well  be  imagined, 
we  got  to  the  river  which  the  Indians  and  Spaniards 
call  Bocca  del  Chica^  that  difcbarges  itfelf  into  the 
Sottth-Sea. 

On  the  feventh  the  Indians  of  that  place  carried 
us  to  fee  trees  that  .were  proper  to  make  our  canoes 
of,  in  order  to  get  down  that  river  into  the  South- 
Sea.  We  prefemly  fell  to  work  upon  ihem  with  our 
utenfils  and  iron  tools  which  we  had  brought  along 
with  us,  after  we  had  agreed  with  the  captains  of 
thefe.Indiansfor  fumi(hing  us  in  the  m^^n  time  with 
victuals,  which  confided  in  maize,  potatoes,  ba- 
nanoes;  and  mngniot-roots,  till  we  had  done  our 
work,  upon  condition  that  we  gave  them  cloth, 
knives^  thready  needles,  piaS|  kiilars^  hatchets, 
'     .  biUs, 
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bills,  oombs,  smd  foch  fike  rmall  wares,  wUcli  ai^ 
in  great  efteeiD  with  tfaem  ;  though  the  ^vages  are 
not  igQomLof  the  advantage  mat  doth  anfe  to- 
dieoi  from  thefe  things.. 

It  wot  partly  with  thefe  toy*  that  we  iked  and" 
kept  a  good  cc^refpoiideQce  with  them  doriag  oor 
paflage  tbroogh  their  coiHitry }  but  whatmade  the* 
odojufiAmv  ftill  Biore  fivoarable  imto^ns,  was  the. 
rdentmeat  they  had  at  that  cifloe  of  tiie  iU  afi^e 
they  had  received*  at  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards^, 
againft  whom  they  were  {o  inoenied,.  that  tbcry 
begged  oor  affiftance  to  be  ref<enged  on  them.     And 
had  it  not  been  for  this,  it  woold'have  been  a  yrtrf 
difficult  talk,  fer  us,  if  not  impoffible,  so  cro6  the 
eountry  againft  their  will,  not  only  b^aufe  <3i  their 
numbers,  which  made  them  infiri]H>ly  mucfa  ftronger. 
than  we,  but  al(a  by  leafon  of  the  many  forefls. 
and  d*^ulr  paffiiges  their  country  is  incumbered 
with,,  which    we  could  nor  have  gone  through^ 
without  we  had  fome  of  themfeivcs  for  our  guides  i. 
but  for  all  thiSk  we  did  nor  think  oerielves  fo  (afe 
amongd  thefe  men,  but  that  we  kept  continual 
upon  our  guard,  be^uie  we  were  well'aflured  they 
were  foch  Wretches  as  were  at  the  fervice  alwayis- 
of  thofe  that  gave  them  moft*;  and  that  though  they 
appeared  one  minute  to  be  our  friends^  they  mighr 
become  the-  next  the  Spaniards,   who  are  nearer 
neighbours  to  them.    Their  treacheretos  dodhigs^ 
.have  proved  fiiral  to  fome  freebooters  who  ha  via 
put  toa  much  confidence  in  them,  when  a  fmall 
fiumber  of  them  pafling  thMragh  their  conotry, 
thefe  people  gave  notice  thaeo#  to^the  Spaniards  ; 
and  that  they  might  give  an  e:p6t  account  of  theh^ 
number,  th^  took  them  in  a  defile,  and  «s  theyk 
marched  along  tbey  put  a  corn  of  maes  into  a  cat* 
labafh  for  every  man  that  paffed  by ;  and  when 
they  had  done,  carried  die  callabafli  to  the  enemy^ 
who  thvieapoaiook  tfaeir  mcaAim  accordio^* 

-.There 
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There  is  do  £gB  of  rdig|v»i,  or  of  the  knowledge 
of  Cod  amoogft  tfaem ;  tfaey  boldio^  tbat  tbejr  have 
coaumtQion  witb  the  devU:  and  in  flioit»  when' 
they  woold  know  any  thii^,  they  fpend  the  n^c 
in  the  wood»  in  order  to  confult  him ;  and  they 
foflMtidiits  fofetoid  ii»  fome  thioga  tbat  bare  been> 
true  in  the  event  in  every  particnlaii  ctrcnrnftance  dl 
the  rdadoik  they  bad  given  ns.  They  lead  % 
wandering  and  vagidxmd  Ufe,  and  fix  th«r  abode  in^. 
no  certain  place.  They  generally  erefl  thdr  ajonpas 
6r  barracks  npoa  a  river  ftde,  where  tbey  contiana 
till  they  liave  fpent  what  fnAenance  they  find  there- 
abonu;  and  when^that  is  done  tfaey  go  and  do  the 
iiune  thing  upon  another  river,  and  in  tbit  manner 
fpend  fihe  term  of  their  miferable  lives.  Tbey  gO' 
naked,  except  it  be  that  th^  cover  a  part  of  their  • 

Erivities  with  a  int  of  fihier  or  gold  that  it  made 
ke  a  candle  extingniflier ;  and  were  L  but  fatisfied' 
tbu  tbey  had  ever  ieen  foch  a  tbii^^^  I  fhonld  thmk. 
abey  took  thdr  model  from  it« 

When  they  feaflf,  or  hcrid  other  folemn  meettDg% 
ihe^pQt  on  a  cotton  robe;  all  of  one  piece,  as  it 
is  uAiai  with  tbeaoy  in  a  vanntbg  manner,  to*  have 
a^  bit  of  gold  or  oaracolay  of  an  oval  form*  bangin#i 
artbeijr  oofr,  whkb  b  bored  through,  and  wit» 
this  tbey  tfa^  tbemfelves  as  fine  as  any  in  the 
world.  As  for  the  women  kind,  they  cover  them* 
felves  hwDL  the  waift  downwards  with  an  herb  or 
eotton  cloth,  which  tbey  make  tbemfelvts ;  and  tbao 
ahey  may  appear  finer,  they  colonr  their  faces  witii 
rocoQ,  which  is  a  fmaD  grain  that  dyes  a  brown  red 

On  the  twenty-third,  al  we  bad  finiftied  the 
botldiog  of , our  canoes,  we  bad  news  brought  ns  by 
an  Indian,,  who  was  sernrned  from  condnAfaig  the 
one  hnndred  and  fifteen  Engliflt  befiMx  fpoken  of  ta 
tbtSooth  Sea»  whither  tfaey  weregooebefore us,  that 
they  bad  taken,  under  the  command  of  Townfley 
tbdr  captain^  two  ihips  bdcn  witb  provifion^  coming 

from 


Digitize^  by  VjOOQ IC 


136        J'bi  HISrORT  of  sbe 

from  Lima.  He  brought  along  Vfith  him  a  man  of 
captain  Grognet's  crew,  who  was  loft  in  the  wooJs 
a  huntings  while  his  comrades  were  making  their 
canoes  in  the  fame  river  where  we  were  building 
ours. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  we  received  news  again  by  as 
Indian  captain,  who  had  coodufted  captain  Grognier 
and  captain  Lefcuier  into  the  South-Sea,  In  a  letter 
which  they  fent  us,  that  they  would  ftay  for  us  at 
KiDg*s  lAands,  and  defired  us  to  lofe  no  time,  but 
to  come  and  have  our  fhare  in  taking  of  the  fledtof 
Peru,  which  they  waited  for :  but  for  all  the  expc* 
dition  we  could  ufe  our  canoes  could  not  be  finHhed 
before  the  laft  of  March,  when  we  drew  them  into 
the  river. 

April  the  firft  we  parted  with  fourteen  canocy, 
carrying  about  twedty  oars  apiece,  guided  by  twenty 
Indians,  who  made  ufe  of  this  opportunity  in  order 
to  participate  of  the  booty  which  they  thought  ni'r 
were  about  to  take  from  the  Spaniards  as  foon  as 
ever  we  got  again  into  the  South-Sea. 

We  relied  on  the  fourth  to  tarry  for  oor  men 
who  were  behind,  ^nd  to  mend  our  canoes  that 
were  damnified  by  the  rocks  and  flats  we  met  with 
all  along  that  river.  It  cannot  be  believed  what 
pains  we  had  to  bring  them  to  the  great  water  (as 
I  may  call  it)  for  we  met  with  places  inhere  they 
refted  dry,  fo  that  we  were  in  a  manner  forced  to 
carry  tbem.  This  day  died  one  of  our  men  of  the 
bloody  flux,  which  was  very  rife  an;iongft  us^ 
becaufe  we  were  forced  to  faft  fo  long,  and  by  rea- 
Ibn  of  the  hard  feeding  we  had,  and  our  continual 
dabbliBpj  in  the  water. 

On  the  fifth  we  put  on,  and  about  evening  found 
the  river  deeper,  but  fo  full  of  and  incumbered  with 
trees,  which  the  floods  had  carried  thither,  that 
our  canoes  were  in  danger  every  minute  to  be  loft ; 
and  this  day  died  two  of  our  men. 

Oa 
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On  the  fixth  we  got  to  the  great  water,  where 
the  river  is  wider  Mid  deeper ;  and  that  day  we  fpcnc 
oo  the  banks  of  it  to  dry  our  facks,  which  were 
wet  through  with  the  great  rains  that  fell  the  d«y 
before.     Another  of  our  men  died  this  day. 

From  hence  to  the  eleventh  we  did  all  we  coold 
to  get  quickly  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where 
we  were  informed  by  an  Indian,  that  was  come  in 
a  (mall  vefTel  to  meet  us,  that  the  Englifh  and  French 
freebooters  had  fent  aQiore  in  a  little  bay  called 
Boca  del  Chica  (that  Aands  at  the  mouth  of  that 
river)  fome  corn  for  our  refreihment  when  we  (houkl 
get  -down  thither  ;  for  they  could  gather  very  well  by 
themfelves,  who  bad  been  fo  ftraightened  there  for 
provifion,  whereabouts  we  muft  be ;  and  indeed  we 
had  fo  little,  that  we  were  reduced  to  a  handful  of 
raw  malz  for  ^ch  man  a  day. 

The  fame  day  we  received  &rther  news,  and  by 
other  Indians,  who  gave  our  guides  notice  to  tdl 
us,  that  a  tkoujaud  Spaniards  being  informed  ci 
our  defcent,  mounted  up  along  this  river  by  land, 
with  a  defign  to  lay  an  ambufcade  for  us :  here- 
upon  we  reiolved  not  to  ftir,  but  in  the  night-time, 
and  that  without  noife,  that  fo  we  might  (bun  them; 
and  this  fucceeded  accordingly.  But  we  fell  into 
another  incumbrance  ;  and  that  was,  we  being 
Grangers  in  this  country,  and  knowing  no  more  than 
our  guides,  how  hi^h  the  tide  flowed  in  this  river, 
we  were  furprized  with  the  coming  in  of  it^  and  it 
drove  us»  and  our  caooef  very  fur,  fo  that  one  of 
them  was  overfet  with  a  great  tree  that  had  fallen 
into  the  river,'  and  upon  which  the  fwiftnefs  of  the 
current  tht:ew  it,  bit  it  luckily  fell  out  that  no  one 
was  drowned ;  they  quitted  it  for  the  arms  and 
ammunition  that  were  loA ;  which  could  not  but 
work  fome  trouble  in  us  to  fee  our  men  difarmed  in 
a  country  where  we  could  not  go,  but  mvSk  have 

much 
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■uicli  ufe  for  them ;  bot  ro  deliver  xa  of  this  lo* 
^«ietode»  God  was  pleafed  to  difpofcof  (otnc  of. 
us,  who  kf t  their  arms  to  thofe  that  ha4  loft  their 
own. 

Wheft  we  were  got  clear  of  tbefe  dangerst  oat 

.gnid^  adfiied  m  to  row  gently*  for  fear  the  Indian 
^(>taiirds»  who  were  our  eoeooies,  Ihoald  bev  iu> 
aLid  who  ky  in  wait  to  attack  us  feme  teagoes 
ibis  £de  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  a  place  called 
Leftocada.  We  took  thek  couifttly  and  when  we 
were  got  oTeragainft  the  faid  place,  where  the  river 
ia  very  broad,  we  difpofed  of  our  caooes  ia  fucfa  a 
aanoer)  that  by  the  fiivoor  of  the  n^ht  they  ap- 
peared to  be  much  kb  than  they  really  were.  Now 
thefe  Ifldiatt  Spaoiarda  harag  (omc  ^limpfe  of  ns, 
«(kcd  who  was  these?  aad  oar  guides  having  an- 
fwered,  that  what  they  faw  was  oougbt  but  a  ficv^ 
boats  beloo^og  io  tboE^  with  whi<;h  ihey  w^ego- 
h^  to  ktisk  kk  iato  the  Soath.-Sea;  by  this  wcile 
we  wcse  fpased  the  labour  of  cfigiac  widh  tfaofcL 
sdcab* 

Oa  the  IweKtk  k  ibe  MonMUg  we  caft  aodor, 
becaufe  the  tide  case  ia^  aodwas  agaiaft  ua»  aad 
aboat  tea  laade  ready,  but  towards,  aooa  the  hca- 
▼eos  were  overcaft  to  that  degree,  that  you  could 
icarce  fee  a  mau  from  one  end  to  tbe'  other ;  aact 
this  was  followed  with  foch  excefliTe  raios^  that 
we  were  afraid  every  minute  of  being  fuak,  thoi^ 

.  we  eix^>byed  two  men-ia  each,  canoe  ooatiaually  to 
throw  out  the  water ;  aud  duriog  that  time  oaea£ 

.  oor  men  died. 

The  fefue  day  at  midnight  we  got  to  the  aiooth 
of  tbe  lirer,  and  entered  into  the  South-Sea,  firooi' 
wheooe  we  made  dirofUy  for  the  bay  of  Boca  del^ 
Cfaicato  fee  for  the  proviiioa  which  we  were  told 
was  there,  and  which  we  found  accoiEdif^y ;  bot 
before  this  we  met  with  a  caoo^  of.capuio  Grogoet 
"  that 
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that  waited  for  ns,  and  two  barks  at  anchor*    Tbey 
bad  be»  purpofely  (ent  by  the  EngliOiy  both  to  . 
tDW€  oor  canoes  to  the  place  where  tiM  fleet  of  free- 
booters were,  and  to  bring  ns  more  proTifion* 

On  the  thirteenth  in  the  morning  we  carried  o«r 
fick  on  board  the  two  barks  for  their  better  acconi- 
modatioa,  and  then  weighed  anchor  in  order  tolail 
altogether  to  an  ifland  foar  leagnes  diftant  from  the 
month  of  that  rirer,  where  we  refreftied  onrfelves 
two  days  with  the  proviiion  tbeEng&fli  had  fent  ut, 
which  was  a  mighty  comfort  to  ns. 

On  the  fixteenth  we  went  off  in  order  to  find  out 
the  £ngli(h  and  French  Aeer»  whofe  rendezvous  was 
10  cruize  either  before  Panama,  or  at  the  King's 
Iflands,  which  are  not  for  firom  tb'is  river. 

We  arrived  at  thoTe  iflands  on  the  eighteenib, 
which  (land  thirty  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Panama, 
whcf  e  we  found  the  hng^ft  of  Uicm  to  look  more 
like  the  oontinent  than  an  ifland,  fo  ^doos  a^d 
mountainoos  it  if.  The  iame  it  inhabited  by  tfaofe 
negroes  mhom  tliey  call  Maroos,  or  fi^vcs  from 
slve  Spaniards,  who  vpon  making  tbehr  dcapeHtom 
their  nmAsrs  at  Pammia,  and  tiw  adjacent  plates, 
have  made  this  a  ^ace  of  refuge.  This  day  one  of 
onr  men  died. 

We  entered  Into  this  lea  at  a  very  bad  time,  for 
about  this  height,  there  are  fome  years  wherein  it 
raids  for  every  day  for  the  fpaceof  fix  months,  and 
we  luippencd  to  come  Aithier  exaAiy  at  fuch  a 
feafeo. 

I  ihould  think  it  would  have  been  proper  in  this 
J^lace,  -before  I  proceed  to  give  a  relation  of  our  ad* 
ventures,  to  give  a^large  and  exaA  delcription  of  the 
Soucli-Sea,  and  this  fourth  part  of  the  world,  with 
which  it  is  waflied,  and  to  fet  forth  the  longitude 
and  latitude  of  the  pbu^es  :  but  as  it  is  my  defign  to 
write  of  SDtfamg  tot  what  was  tran(a£ted  1^  ns 
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there,  and  that  this  country  is  well  enough  di&o^ 
▼ercd  by  the  geographical  chartr  that  have  bcca 
made  of  it,  let  the  reader,  when  he  has  occafion  to 
be  iDformed  herein,  have  recourfe  to  them.  I  0^ 
content  myfelf  with  taking  notice  only,  that  all  the 
continent  that  refpefVs  the  South-Sea,  ftaiids  eaft 
and  wcfV,  and  moft  of  the  iOands  north  and  footfa  of 
it ;  and  that  it  runs  from  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  ^o  (bntli 
and  fouth-weft ;  and  from  Hhe  weft  to  weft  north- 
weft,  and  to  the  nortli-weft. 

The  Spaniards  are  the  only  foreigners  that  pof- 
iefs  thefe  countries,  fince  the  unjuft  ufurpation  they 
have  ^de  of  them  frogi  the  aborigines,  over  whom 
the/nnade  themfelves  matters  by  fuch  tyrannical 
and  cruel  methods  as  have  been  heard  of  through- 
out the  world.  They  have  good  towns  upon  the 
fea  fide,  which  reach  from  the  height  of  the.  iflands 
of  Don  Fernandez,  that  are  fituated  at  the  month 
of  the  gulf  di  Magellan,  or  rather  from  Chili,  to 
the  middle  of  a  ftreight  that  is  between  the  Terra 
Firma,  and  the  ifles  of  California,  which  the  Spa- 
niards call  Marbermejo,  through  which  it  is  be- 
lieved a  communication  may  be  had  between  the 
northern  and  fouthern  feas,  without  going  about  by 
ftreight  of  Anien.  The  chief  of  thefe  towns  be- 
gin  from  the  fouth,  and  are  Arrica,  Sagna,  Nafca» ' 
Pachacama,  Lima,  Cidade  de  los  Reyes,  the  p6rt 
of  Callao  (which  is  the  place  of  embarking  for  diis 
laft,  and  where  the  king  of  Spain's  fliips  anchor, 
that  is  the  fleet  of  Peru)  Truxillo,  Paita,  Quea- 
^uilla,  la  Barbacoa,  which  is  an  open  mine,  from 
whence  the  Spaniards  get  a  great  deal  of  gold,  Pa- 
nama, Realeguo,  Tccoantepequa,  Acapulco,  and 
feveral  others,  that  are  as  well  maritime  as  inland 
.  places. 

It  is  about  ten  years  fince  the  Spaniards,  who 
.  dwell  on  all  this  coutincnt,  have  not  known  what 

war 
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war  was.  Here  they  lived  in  a  profound  tranquil- 
lity, and  fire-arms  were  hardly  in  any  ufc  amongft 
ihem  :  but  fmce  the  time  that  we  found  out  a  way 
to  go  and  vtrit  them,  they  brought  the  Englifhmen 
from  Jamaica  amongft  them.  But  though  they 
have  a  pretty  many  of  them  at  prefent  there,  yet  the 
fequel  of  this  difcourfe  will  fhew  they  are  not  much 
more  warlike  than  they  were  before :  but  the  white 
Indians  that  inhabit  a  part  of  Chili  have  been  always 
their  enemies ;  and  thefe  are  a  people  of  prodi- 
gious bulk  and  tallnefs,  who  almoil  infeft  them 
with  continaal  war,  and  when  they  happen  to  take 
any  of  them  they  take  off  the  plate  of  their  breaAs, 
as  we  do  by  a  tortoife,  and  cut  but  their  hearts. 

On  -the  twcnty-fecond,  which  was  Eafter-day, 
their  fleet,  who  were  gone  before  us  into  thefe  fcas, 
arrived  at  the  King's  Ifles  where  we  were ;  they  con- 
fifted  of  eight  fail,  which,  together  with  the  two 
barks  they  had  fen't  to  wait  for  our  arrival,  made  up 
in  all  ten  veflels  ;  of  which  take  the  following  ac- 
count : 

The  firft  ferved  as  admiral,  and  was  a  frigate 
carrying  thirty-fix  guns,  commanded  by  one  captain 
David. 

The  next  was  inftead  of  vice-admiral,  had  fixtcen 
guns,  and  was  under  the  command  of  one  whofe 
name  was  Sammes. 

The  third  and  fourth  were  two  fhips  commanded 
by  captain  Townfley. 

The  fifth  was  a  fhip  that  could  have  carried 
thirty  guns,  but  had  none,  and  was  commanded  by 
captain  Grognet. 

Thefixth  was  a  fmall  (hip  commanded  by  Brandy. 

The  fcventh  and  'eighth  were  two  long  barks  com* 
tnanded  by  two  quarter-maflers,  with  a  detachment 
<^  men  drawn  out  of  the  fleet. 

And 
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And' the  iiioth  and  tenth  were  the  two  barks  that 
came  to  meet  us,  wheixxif  the  one  was  commanded 
by  Peter  Henry,  and  the  other  by  a  qnarter-mafler. 

Of  all  thefe  comm'aiukrs  captain  Grognet  was  the 
only  Frenchman,  all  the  reft  beit^  EngliOimefH  ex- 
cept David,  who  was  a  Fleming.  As  to  the  wbde 
number  of  onr  men,  they  were  compntcd  at  about 
eleren  hundred,  when  they  divided  tnto  two  fleets^ 
it  remains  therefore  now  that  I  (hould  (ay,  according 
to  the  information  I  baven-etdved  from  all  that  were 
engaged  in  this  enterprize,  how  all  thefe  fhips  ML 
into  their  lunds,  by  what  means,  and  at  what  time 
they  came  into  this  fea. 

in  purfoance  therefore  to  the  order  before  ob» 
ferved,  I  am  to  declare  that  the  En^Uh  weie  ihe 
owners  of  our  admiral,  who  in  the  year  1682,  on 
the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo,  furprized  a  long  bark  be- 
longing-to  a  French  captain,  whofe  name  was  Triflao, 
who  was  then  with  fome  of  bis  ^p*s  crew  aihore 
waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  fail  together,  to  make 
war  upon  the  Spaniards,  by  commiffion  from  moi»- 
fieur  Povanfay,  who  was  then  governor  of  that 
ifland.  The  Engtilh,  who  were  fuperior  in  ftreogth, 
drove  the  French  out  of  the  bark,  with  which  thejr 
failed  to  the  ifle  de  laTortille,  whither  a  great  many 
ihips  go  every  year  to  take  in  fait.  The  next  thing 
they  did,  was  to  take  a  Dutch  (hip,  on  which  thdf 
went  all  on  board,  and  (ailed  afterwards  to  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  where  they  took  fev«^  prizes  more ; 
but  they  referred  none  of  them  fave  the  Dutch  (hip, 
which  ferved  as  admiral,  and  wherein  they  failed, 
when  we  left  the  South* Sea,  and  was  fnppofed  to 
}iave  been  a  (hip  belonging  to  Hamburg. 

Thefe  £ngli(h  became  pirates  under  the  conduct 
of  a  captain  of  their  own,  and  grew  fo  notorioafly 
wicked  by  a  great  many  oSious^  aQions,  performed 
not  only  towards  ftran^s,  buteven  tfaofe  of  their 

own 


itby  Vp' 


£ucANiERS,  &^.  of  Amtrk^.        143 

own  nation,  when  they  oiet  with  aoj  of  thcia,  that 
to  aToid  being  chafed,  which  they  would  iofallibly 
have  been,  they  palled  from  the  Dortb  to  the  fbudi* 
feiy  by  the  ftreight  of  Magellan. 

They  kept  company  for  about  eight  months  with 
41  little  frigate  of  ei|^teen  goos,  which  they  met 
trlth  there  in  a  Aiort  time  after  their  arrival,  and 
tivhofe  crew  confifted  of  £ogiifi),  French,  and  Fle« 
taings:  bat  their  good  corre^x>ndeoce  with  die  cor* 
fair  was  of  no  kmg  duration,  for  happening  to  have 
linne  diArence  with  him,  as  be  was  one  morning 
gtfing  the  other  the  good-morrow,  according  to  the 
EngliOi  mode,  he  faw  all  his  crew  come  upon  deck ; 
^h^reopon  the^  little  firigate,  wlio  faUed  much  better 
ihan  the  pJrate,  came  up  with  him,  and  having 
brought  all  his  guns  to  besur,  gave  him  a  brosul-fide, 
accompanied  with  a  volley  of  fmall  (hot,  and  then 
bore  away,  having  ilain  the  captain  and  twenty  of 
Ym  men,  m  whofe  fiead  the  reA  of  the  crew  ch<&. 
D^vid  before-mentioned.  That  Uttle  frigate  of 
iixteen  guns  got  into  the  South  Sea  ibme  time  after 
the  other,  alalfo  by  the  fame  ftreight  of  Magellan. 
I  was  t^  by  one  of  the  engineers  on  board  her,  that 
(be  bdoijged  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York, 
and.  that  under  pretence  of  coming  to  treat  with  the 
-Spsmiards,  (he  was  fent  upon  no  other  account  than 
to  take  a  plan  of  thofe  parts,  the  fituation  of  the 
cities  and  fea-ports.  Now  captain  David  meeting 
with  her,  made  captain  Sammes  come  on  board  him, 
and  threatened  to  take  him,  unlefs  he  would  go  and 
make  war  with  him;  fo  that  finding  htmfelf  too 
^eak  to  refift,  he  chofe  rather  to  comply  with  the 
pirate  than  be  taken  ;  and  thefe  two  together  took 
a  great  many  prizes,  which,  after  they  had  taken 
out  what  was  for  their  torn,  they  burnt. 

About  a  year  after,  captain  Town(hy  came  over 
bnd  with  an  hundred  and  fifteen  EnglUh  into  tho(e 
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feas,  and  at  the  King's  lOaods  took  two  fhips  ladca 
with  provifion  and  other  refrdhments,  whereof  I 
have  already  fpoken,  coming  from  Peru* 

About  a  month  after,  the  captains  Grognet  and 
Lefcuter  went  alfo  thither  over  land  with  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy  men  ;  and  who,  being  inforaied 
that  the  English  fleet  was  before  Panama,  put  a(hore 
one  night  at  Tavoga,  an  idand  two  leagues  off, 
from  whence  they  difcerned  a  (hip  on  fire,  and  by 
.  break  of  day  they  faw  the  Engliih  under  fail. 

They  wdit  on  board  them,  and  came  to  under* 
ftand,  that  captain  David  had  taken  a  (hip  called  the 
Saint  Rofe,  laden  with  corn  and  wine,  bound  from 
Troxillo  for  Panama ;'  the  prefident  of  which  kft 
place  had  fent  to  bun  to  buy  her,  and  in  order  there* 
unto,  gave  him  a  meeting  at  the  ifles  of  Pericos, 
that  are  a  league  didance  from  the  port.  Bat  ia- 
Aead  of  fending  him  the  money  they  had  agreed 
upon  for  the  (hip,  he  fent  a  fire-ft)ip  to  burn  him  ; 
but  the  fame,  through  the  cowardice  and  ignorance 
of  the  commander,  fpent'herfelf  without  dcnngthe 
other  any  hurt :  and  this  made  captain  David  give 
the  St.  Rofe  to  Grognet  and  Lefcuier's  fhips  crew, 
who  had  ahready  loft  their  captain. 

As  for  the  other  five  (hips  commanded  by  Brandy, 
'  Sammes,  Peter  Henry,  and  two  quarter-roafter^, 
they  had  alfo  been  taken  from  the  Spaniards  in  thefe 
feas  by  the  t\^o  firft  frigates,  who  referved  thelB  for 
thofe  who  came  thither  over  land.  But  of  ail  our 
{hips,  there  were -none  but  the  firft  two  that  had 
guns;  the  other  eight  had  none,  they  having  been 
merchant  (hips,  that  had  made  ufe  of  none  in  the 
South-Sea,  where  no  body  but  themfelves  had 
failed  a  long  time.  And  now  having  told  you  what 
pzCkd  before  this  fleet  came  together  ;  we  (hall  now 
proceed  to  give  an  account  of  our  adventures  fince 
our  junction. 

On 
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On  the  twenty- fifth  of  April  we  took  an  advice* 
boat  going  ro  the  fleet  of  Peru,  which  was  then  at 
anchor  in  the  port  of  Caliao,  that  was  carrying  feme 
packets  from  Madrid  to  Panama,  and  letters  from 
the  vice-roy  of  Lima,  wherein  there  was  an  account 
given  how  many  men  of  war,  fire- (hips,  and  mer- 
chant-men, the  fleet  con fift<^d  of;  and  about  what 
time  the  fame  might  arrive  at  Panama,  Next  day 
we  examined  the  commander  of  the  advice-boat, 
but  we  could  get  no  particulars  out  of  him,  faving, 
that  when  he  faw  himfelf  like  to  be  taken,  he  had 
thrown  the  king  of  Spain's  packets  and  a  caflcet  of 
jewels  overboard. 

On  the  twenty-fcventh  we  put  the  fame  queflions 
10  the  pilot,  whoj  according  to  the  example  of  his 
commander,  would  make  no  difcorery,  becaufe 
they  had  taken  an  oath  tojerher,  rather  to  lofe  then: 
Jives  than  to  divulge  any  fc*cret,  or  to  let  the  faid 
packet  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  free- booters,  Oa 
the  28th  two  of  our  men  ditd. 

On  the  evening  of  the  f:me  day,  we  departed 
with  two-and-twcnty  canoes  manned  with  five  hun- 
dred men,  in  order  to  go  and  take  la  Seppa,  which 
is  a  fmall  town  feven  leagues  to  windward  of  Pana- 
ma ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  about  ten  in  the 
morning  we  difcovered  two  (liips  bearing  up  to  us, 
which  when  they  came  near,  we  found  to  be  two 
^ertaugues  manned  with  Greeks,  which  arc  a  peo- 
ple compofed  of  divers  nations;  to  whom  the  Spa- 
niards give  this  name,  and  who  ferve  them  in  their 
wars.  Thefe  they  bi'ought  fome  time  before  from 
the  North'fea  to  this  coaft,  to  defend  them  againd 
ns,  becanfe  they  look  upon  them  to  be  better  fol- 
diers  than  themfelves  We  prefently  fent  out  two 
of  •  our  bed  failing  canoes,  manned  with  twenty 
men  each,  to  attack  them. 

Vo  L.  IL  G  Thtfe 
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Thefc  Greeks^  who  quickly  took  as  to  be  really 
what  we  were,  i.  e,  frec-bootcrs,  made  no  dday  to 
fave  thcmrelves  upon  one  of  tbofe  iflaDds  that  Hands 
on  the  bay  of  Paoama  ;  but  upou  their  going 
a(hore»  they  loft  ooe  of  their  periaugue$,  that  fpllc 
in  pieces,  and  left  us  the  other ;  then  they  got  upon 
a  ri/ing  ground^  with  their  arms,  and  as  much  am- 
munition as  they  could  favc,  and  fought  fliffly  againfl 
us  under  a  flag  of  defiance*  And  as  the  place 
where  we  landed  was  expofed  to  their  fire  from  the 
ground  where  they  had  pofted  themfehesy  and  that 
the  afcent  on  that  fide  where  we  ftood  was  very 
difficult,  we  were  forced  to  take  a  great  round  to 
come  at  them  another  way,  where  we  found  our 
paflage  much  eafier.  At  laft,  after  we  had  fought 
At  1^  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  we  conftrained 
them  to  flee  for  flielter  in  the  woods,  took  two  of 
them  prifooers,  befides  their  colours,  and  found 
between  five-and- thirty  flain  upon  the  fpot. 

We  were  informed  by  the  two  prifoners,  that 
thofe  who  had  efcaped,  could  not  be  above  an 
hundred  men  at  moft  ;  that  we  might  eafily  mailer 
them  if  we  pleafed,  there  being  many  wounded 
amongft  them  :  they  alfo  told  us,  that  they  had  an 
account  at  Panama  of  a  reinforcement  that  was 
come  from  the  Nortb-fca  to  the  fleet  of  free-booters : 
that  the  prefident  of  the  town  had  thereupon  fent  an 
advice-boat  to  Lima,  to  engage  the  vice-roy  to  detain 
the  merchant  ftiips  in  port  till  further  order,  and 
with  all  fpeed  to  fend  a  fleet  of  men  of  war  to  fight 
ours,  and  drive  us  out  of  thofe  fcas :  but  the  rela- 
tion given  by  thefe  two  prifoners  we  could  not  rely 
upon,  fince  their  party  had  put  up  a  flag  of  defiance^ 
they  being  three  tipies  the  number  of  us. 

After  this  advantage,  and  our  rejeicing  with  the 
reft  of  our  canoes,  we  continued  to  profecute  our 
dffigQ  upon  la  Seppa  ;  but  as  we  were  obliged  be- 
fore 
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fore  we  could  come  at  it  to  go  about  two  leagues  up 
a  very  fine  and  large  river  of  the  fame  name,  and  oa 
whofe  banks  they  have  Vigies  centinels  always  fet, 
we  could  not  choofe  but  be  difcovered,  and  find  the 
town  alarmed,  and  ready  to  defend  iifelf :  vet  for 
all  that  we  fell  furioufly  on,  and  took  it  with  the 
lofs  only  of  one  man  ;  but  finding  no  great  matter 
of  booty  there,  becaufe  they  had  faved  n>oft  of 
their  efFefts,  we  returned  to  our  canoes  again. 

As  I  (hall  have  frequent  occafion  to  make  mention 

of  the  word  vigie^  it  will  not  be  improj  c  •  in   this 

place  to  take  notice,  that  by  vigkr  is  no  other  thing 

meant  than  to  fet  a  centinel  upon  land  or  fea,  and 

•thofe  perfons  who  are  thus  fet,    they  call  vigies. 

The  Spaniards  maintain  a  great  number  of  them  ; 

for  all  their  cities,  towns,  and  villages,   and  cvea 

.fiogle  houfes,  have  perfons  on  purpofe,  whom  they 

fend  to   all   the  rifing  ground  round  about,    and 

-  river  fides,  where  they  have  their  horfes  ready  night 

and  day,  fo  that,  as  foon  as  they  difcover  an  enemy, 

they  haftcn  to  give  the  Spaniards  notice  of  ir,  who 

forthwith  prepare  themfelves  not  to  fight,  but  to 

fave  their  efFcifts. 

On  the  firft  of  May  we  rejoined  our  fhips,  who 
waited  for  us  at  a  very  pretty  ifland,  called  Sipiih, 
about  a  league  diflant  from,  the  mouth  of  the  river 
la  Seppa,  which  makes  up  a  kind  of  canal,  thit 
forms  the  bay  of  Panama,  and  do,  as  it  were,  make 
a  bar  all  along,  that  divides  the  channel  into  two 
parts,  one  to  the  eafl  and  the  other  to  the  weft, 
Thofe  pleafures  We  met  with  in  thefe  parts  juftly 
deferve  a  remembrance,  whereof  I  {hall  give  a  lit- 
tle defcription  in  this  place. 

All  thefe  iflands  are  fo  curious  and  delightful, 

that  they  are  ufually  called  the  gardens  of  Panama, 

and  with  very  good  rcafon,  feeing  all  people  of  note 

iu  that  city  have  each  of  them  one  of  thefe  illapds 
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for  themfelves,  and  their  houfcs  of  plcafurc  there 
alfo,  with  curious  orchards,  watered  viith  a  great 
many  fprings  of  running  waters,  adorned  and  embel- 
lifhed  with  a  wonderful  variety  of  flowers  and  ar- 
bours of  jefTamine  up  and  down,  and  full  almoft  of 
an  infinite  number  of  all  fons  of  the  fruits  of  the 
country,  among  whom  I  have  taken  particular  no- 
tice of  four  of  them,  which  are  called  Sappota, 
Sappotiila,  Avocata,  and  las  Caycmltes. 

The  firft  is  a  fruit  almoft  like  unto  our  pears,  of 
a  different  fize,  whofe  rind  is  greeni(h,  and  contains, 
in  the  midft  thereof,  two  kernels  of  an  oval  form, 
appearing  pretty  polidied  and  fleek,  and  ^re  each 
of  them,  in  the  largeft  of  thefe  fruits,  fomewhat 
bigger  than  an  ordinary  nut :  when  this  fruit  is  ripe 
it  is  very  foft,  and  when  the  paring  is  taken  offi 
the  pulp  is  of  a  pure  red  colour,  very  fweet,  and  of 
an  admirable  tafte. 

The  fecond  is  of  the  fanie  form  as  the  other,  but 
no  bigger  than  a  rufTet  pear :  it  has  an  admirable 
talk,  and  under  the  rind  is  of  a  whitifli  colour. 

The  third  is  of  the  fame  form  as  our  quinces, 
faving  that  the  rind  is  greener :  this  fruit  muft  be 
fully  ripe,  and  very  foft  before  it  becomes  good  food, 
and  then  it  is  that  you  find  the  pulp  of  it  as  white 
as  (now.  The  Spaniards  eat  it  with  fpoons  as  we 
do  cream,  and  indeed  the  tafte  thereof  is  moftly  the 
fame. 

The  fourth  is  like  a  large  damafen,  and  very  fa- 
voury. 

Befides  thefe  and  a  great  many  more,  wherewith 
this  country  is  peculiarly  blefTed,  it  produces  alfo  a 
great  many  of  thofe  fruits  that  are  common  to  Eu- 
rope, as  apricots,  pomegranates,  goyaves,  juniper, 
cocoa,  bananas,  figs  of  Provence,  French  and  Spanifh 
melons,  all  Torts  of  oranges,  citrons,  and  lemons,  of 
which  I  ftiall  give  nd  dcfcription,  no  more  than  of 
7  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


B^cANiERs,  6?tf.  of  America.       149 

the  trees  that  bear  them  ;  but  thofc  who  would  fii- 
tisfy  their  coriofiry  herein,  may  do  it  in  reading  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Antilles  written  by  monficur  dc  Ro- 
chefort,  in  the  year  1668,  who  was  (killed  therein, 
and  gave  a  very  good  accoujit  of  them.  All  thefo- 
rich  prcfents  of  fruits  and  pure  water,  of  which  na- 
ture made  us  an  offer  in  thefe  iflanJs,  were  a  won- 
derful relief  to  us,  after  thofc  fatigues  we  had  under- 
gone in  our  pafTage  over  the  continent  :  to  fay  no- 
thing of  the  plentiful  harvcft  we  h.id  of  maize  and 
rice,  wherewith  we  found  tlicfe  iHands  covered,  and 
which  the  Spaniards,  I  believe,  did  not  f  jw  with  an 
intention  we  (hould  enjoy  them.  Hut  theic  fame 
iflands  that  afforded  us  fo  many  delights,  wrought 
alfo  afterwards  fome  forrow  in  us^  of  which  by  and 
by. 

On  the  eighth  of  May  in  the  morning  we  failed 
away,  and  paffed  by  the  old  and  new  city  of  Pa- 
nama ;  the  old  one  was  tbit  taken  by  general  Mor* 
gan  in  the  year  1670,  whofc  churches  and  houfes 
feemed  to  us  to  be  finely  built,  as  far  as  we  could 
judge  of  them  at  foch  a  diftance ;  there  is  none  but 
the  new  town  that  is  fortified,  being  defended  witb 
a  good  wall  and  feveral  other  works,  but  jhat  is  only 
to  the  fea-ward.  This  city  is  attended  with  an  in- 
eonveniency,  that  as  it  is  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a 
bay,  and  that  the  fea  ebbs  very  much  in  this  country, 
great  ihips  are  left  dry  there,  if  they  anchor  nearer 
than  a  league  to  the  place  :  we  got  as  rfigh  it  as  we 
could  with  our  colours  and  ftreamers  loofe,  and  fronv 
thence  went  to  anchor  at  Tavoga,  which  appeared  to 
us  as  if  it  were  a  little  enchanted  ifland,  fo  agree- 
able and  delightful  are  thofe  houfes  and  gardens  that 
are  upon  it. 

On  the  ninth  we  caulked  all  our  (hips,  and  next 

day  fent  out  our  long  bark  to  cruifc,  in  order  to 

give  us  notice  when,  the  Spanifh  fleet  appeared  in  fight 

Gi  of 
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of  us ;  and  on  the  thirteenth  we  made  choice  of  ihofc 
/hips  that  (hould  engage  it.  Captain  E^avid  and  cap-  - 
tain  Grognet  were  to  board  the  Spanifh  admiral, 
captain  Suam  and  captain  Townfley  the  vice-admiral, 
captain  Peter  Henry  and  one  of  Townflcy's  prizes, 
the  patach  j  our  firc-fhip  was  to  keep  hcrfelf  under 
the  quarter  of  our  admiral.  Our  other  (hips  were 
to  attack  the  reft  of  their  fleet  according  to  their 
/Irength,  and  our  armed  periaugues  were  to  keep  off 
the  enemies  fire-fhips. 

We  heard  this  day  a  great  many  cannon  fired  at 
Panama,  the  caufe  whereof  we  could  not  guefs  at; 
and  on  the  fourteenth  we  put  artiore  upon  this  illand 
of  Tavoga  forty  prifoners,  who  were  very  cumber- 
fome  to  us,  and  then  weighed  to  go  wait  for  the 
fleet  at  cape  Pin :  but  this  was  much  out  of  feaTon, 
fmce  the  fleet,  who  was  willing  to  fpare  us  this, 
trouble,  as  well  as  that  of  attacking  her,  was  al- 
ready, without  our  knowing  of  it,  arrived  at 
Panama  ;  having  got  in  under  the  covert  of  one  of 
thofe  pleafant  iflands,  through  one  of  the  two  chan*. 
nels  which  I-faid  was  formed  by  fhem,  and  which 
hid  them  from  us  while  we  cruifed  in  the  other 
channel,  through  which  we  .thought  they  would 
have  failed. 

As  \Be  knew  nothing  hitherto  of  this  matter,  and 
that,  upon  the  return  of  our  long  bark,  ftie  told 
us,  (he  had  difcovered  no  fliips  pafs,  we  went  and 
anchored  at  King's  Iflands,  where  the  whole  fleet 
took  the  ufual  oath,  that  we  would  not  wrong  one 
another  to  the  value  of  a  piece  of  eight,  in  cafe. 
God^  were  pleafed  to  give  us  the  viftory  over  the 
Spaniards.  On  the  feventeenth  one  of  our  men 
died. 

On  the,  nlnat^enth  we  weighed  and  anchored  be-, 
tween  the  great  iflanc),  and  thofe  in  the  eaft  channel, 
through  which  we  thought  the  fleet  we  expefted 
,.  .  "  would 
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would  pafs.  Od  the  twenty-eighth  another  of  our 
men  died.  Next  day  we  made  ready,  and  failed  for 
cape  Pin.  On  the  thirty-firft  we  gave  chace  to  two 
ibips  whom  we  loft  in  the  night,  and  which  brought 
lis  back,  in  the  purfuit  of  them,  to  the  little  iHands 
of  Panama,  where  we  anchored  on  the  firft  of 
June ;  and  the  fame  day  we  furprizcd  two  Greeks 
upon  the  idand,  where  we  had  beaten  them,  whea 
we  went  to  take  la  Seppa. 

On  the  fourth  we  fent  two  caaoes  to  the  ifle  of 
Sipilla,  to  endeavour  to  take  fome  prifoners,  that 
we  might  learn  fome  news  from  them.  There  they 
took  a  (hip  laden  with  boards,  which  the  Spaniards 
were  carrying  to  Panama  to  build  two  periaugues  in- 
ftead  of  thofc  wc  had  taken.  The  men  told  ns, 
that  their  fleet  was  got  into  Panama  on  the  twelfth 
of  May :  that  on  the  thirteenth  they  fired  off  a 
great  many  guns  for  joy,  and  that  as  foon  as  they 
were  refreihed,  careeued,  and  manned,  they  would 
put  out  to  fight  ois,  and  would  be  ready  in  a  (hort 
time. 

On  the  feventh  at  noon,  captain  Grognet,  wha 
had  anchored  farther  from  the  ifland  than  we, 
gave  us  a  fignal,  that  he  defcricd  the  Spani(h  fieet^ 
confining  of  feven  fail,  and  this  he  did  by  lowering 
and  raifing  his  flag  feven  times  :  we  alfo  on  our  part 
made  ready,  and,  in  doubUng  the  point  of  the 
ifland  where  we  had  anchored,  we  difcovered  feven 
great  fl;ups  connng  up  towards  us,  with  a  bloody 
flag  in  the  ftern,  and  a  royal  one  on  their  mafts. 
Now  it  was  that  the  hopes  which  our  crew  had  loft, 
when  they  underftood  that  the  fleet  was  got  into 
Panama,  revived  again,  and  the  defire  they  had  to 
enrich  themfelves,  at  the  others  coft,  animated  them 
to  that  degree,  that  moft  of  them  threw  their  hats 
into  the  tea,  as  thinking  they  had  the  Spaniards 
already  in  hold.  We  put  our  ibips  in  order,  and 
G  4  thea 
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then  difpoted  the  wind  with  them,  wh*ch  was  at 
that  time  got  to  the  weft.  About  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  all,  except  captain  Grognet,  got  the 
weather-gage  of  them,  and  he  failed,  bccaufe  he 
waited  for  the  coming  up  of  his  canoe  from  the 
ihore,  and  caft  about  twice.  Our  admiral  finding 
himfclf  to  windward  of  the  Spanifh  vice-admiral, 
who  was  feparatcd  from  his  own  admiral,  gave  us 
the  fignal  to  follow  him  for  to  board  him  ;  in  order 
to  which,  we  lengthened  our  fprit-fail,  but  our 
vice-admiral  took  in  his  flag,  as  a  token  he  would 
defer  the  engageiuent  to  next  morning,  hoping  th-t 
Grognet  would  get  the  weather-gagc  in  the  night : 
towards  fun-fetting  the  Spanifh  vice-admiral,  who 
was  to  leeward  of  us,  faluted  us  with  {even  guns 
without  bail,  which  was  anfwercd  by  our  admiral 
with  a  whole  broadfide  with  ball.  But,  n^bc 
coming  OQ,  the  Spaniards  caft  anchor,  being  better 
acquainted  than  we  with  the  curtents  that  run  bc« 
tween  thefe  iOands,  and  fihey  fent  a  £aiail  veflH  that 
carried  the  Iqnihorn,  to  anchor  two  leagues  to 
}eeward  of  us,  in  order  to  aisufe  and  caafe  us  to 
take  falfc  meafures ;  and  indeed  wc  lay  by  ail  night, 
that  we  might  ne&t  momtng  bt  to  wuidward  of  the 
Innihom,  which -wc  took  to  be  the  whoie  fleet. 

On  the  eighth  early  m  the  morning  we  difconrered 
our  error,  and  were  all  of  us  ftrangely  a43)azed  to 
find  ourfeWes  to  leeward  of  the  eoemics  fleet,  ex- 
cept captain  Grognet*s  fhip,  and  that  of  captaia 
Townlley^and  his  prize,  which  were  to  windward  : 
but  it  unhappily  fo  fell  oot,  that  they  were  (hips 
without  cannon  :  the  Spanifh  fleet  havmg  cail  an- 
chor again  an  hour  after  fun-rifing,  we  did  all  we 
could  to  get  the  weather*gnge,  but  their  vice^admt- 
ral,  who  had  his  anchor  a  peak,  and  his  .fails  but 
*very  flightly  furled,  quickly  plied  to  the  wind,  which 
proving  favourable  to  htm,   he  bore  Immediately 
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«pon  our  admiral.  Our  vice-admiral  diJ  all  he 
coiild  to  come  to  his  afliftance,  for  the  Spanifli  [^ni^s 
had  already  incommoded  him  very  much  ;  but  his 
coming  up  obliged  the  enemies  fhips  to  bear  off  to 
windward,  which  we  endeavoured  to  gain  all  that 
day,  though  to  no  parpofe  ;  while  the  Spaniards 
in  the  mean  while,  under  whofe  cannon  we  found 
ourfelves,  mauled  us  terribly,  and  this  made  our 
admiral  and  vice-admiral  to  keep  clofe  tcgethcr,  and 
to  refolve  to  die  valiantly  fight. ng,  rather  thiui  {vSK^t 
any  one  (hip  of  the  fleet  to  be  taken,  though  they 
could  both  of  them  have  faved  themfelves  if  ihey 
pleafed,  they  being  much  better  failors  than  the 
Spaniards. 

Captain  Townfley,  towards  the  afternoon  being 
to  windward  of  the  enemies  fleet,  fent  his  periaogua 
on  board  our  admiral,  to  receive  his  orders,  while 
he  that  commanded  it  had  both  his  legs  fhot  off* 
by  a  cannon"  ball.  About  tv\o  the  Spaniards  fent 
out  a  fliipof  eight-and-twenty  guns  to  hinder  cap- 
tain Grognet  to  join  us,  as  underftanding  by  fomc 
Spaniards,  who  had  been  our  prifoners,  that  he  wa$. 
the  ftrongeft  in  fmall  arms  of  any  in  our  fleet,,  and^ 
tliat  they  were  fo  much  the  more  fearful  of  him; 
when  they  came  to  know  his  crew  cotififted  06 
Frenchmen.  At  laft  finding  ourfelves  towards  even- 
ing much  battered  with  their  cannon  (for  t he- 
Spaniards  would  not  come  to  boarding)  we  veeied- 
by  the  favour  of  a  gale  of  wind,  to  go  and  board* 
the  Spanifl\  vice-admiral,  that  was  the  be(l  failor,. 
and  did  us  moft  harm  :  but  we  were  no  fooner  un- 
moored, than  that  the  wind  came  about,  which  did» 
us  much  damage,  for  we  were  juft  come  upon  the 
enemies  fliip,  who  not  obferving  the  wind,  by  which* 
we  failed,  bore  ftill  upon  us  fo  far,  that  when  we 
returned  the  ftcond  time.  Hi e  was  f)  near  us,  that 
(he  was  conftraincd  to  fnrl  the  cad  of  hei*  main  fail,. 
G  5  fc^*: 
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for  fear  of  bringing  her  fore-maft  upon  our  counter, 
and  this  made  us  put  out  our  canoes.  Which  were 
upon  the  towe,  that  we  might  go  better,  and  in  this 
manner  we  defended  ourfelrcs  till  night  approached. 

Peter  Henry's  (liip,  wherein  I  was,  having  re- 
ceived above  an  hundred  and  twenty  cannon  ihoc, 
was  forced  to  make  the  beft  of  her  way,,  which 
cur  admiral  and  vice-admiral  perceiving,  they  put 
their  periaugues  under  fail,  which  they  bad  all  along 
braced  to  windward  during  the  fight,  in  order  to 
attend  us,  becaufe  they  faw  we  were  in  an  ill  con- 
dition. The  enemy,  obferving  our  working,  fent 
one  of  their  fmall  (hips  io  purfuit  of  us,  but  as  we 
bore  back  upon  her,  (he  gave  us  eighteen  gun% 
and  rejoined  their  own  fleets      ^ 

Our  long  bark  having,  during  the  aAion,  been 
forely  handled,  her  crew  was  forced  to  leave  her, 
and,  not  having  time  to  fink  her^  threw  fome  guns^ 
which  our  admiral  had  put  on  board  her,  into  the 
fea,  and  then  faved  themfelvcs  on  board  of  one  of 
our  other  (hips.  Now  the  Spani(h  prifoners  whomi 
"we  left  behind,  finding  they  were  now  at  liberty, 
plied  to  put  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  Spanifh 
admiral,  but  he,  taking  this  bark  for  our  fire  (hip^ 
funk  her  with  bis  cannon  before  (he  came  near  him, 
not  thinking  their  own  people  were  on  board  her. 

On  the  ninth  we  could  fee  neltlier  our  own  nop 
the  SpaniOi  fleet,  which  made  us  fteer  for  the  iflc 
St.  John  de  Cueblo,  four-and- twenty  leagues  to  the 
weft  of  Panama,  where,  by  the  favour  of  an  eafterly 
breeze,  we  arrived  on  the  fDurteenih  ;  we  ran  our- 
felves  prefently  afhore,  and  it  Was  high  time,  for  we 
had  all  along,  from  the  time  of  the  fight,  five  feet 
of  water  in  the  hold  :  we  loft  no  time  to  put  our- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  get  up  again  before  Panama, 
that  we  might  know  what  became  of  our  fleet, 
about  which  we  wejc  in  great, pain,  which  we  wece 
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put  out  of  oa  the  fix-aad-twcntieth,  when  we  faw 
them  coming  to  aQ  anchor  io  the  fame  place  where 
we  were,  who  told  ns  they  did  not  Hght  any  more 
after  our  departure  from  them.  That  the  Spanifh 
fleet,  tipon  the  ninth  in  the  evening,  had  anchored 
within  cannon  (hot  of  ours,  and  that,  both  the  one 
and  the  other  having  made  ready  on  the, tenth,  the 
Spaniards  failed  away  for  the  port  of  Panama ;  that 
captain  £>avid  had  been  bard  plied  by  the  Spanifh 
cannon,  efpecially  with  two  (hots  that  carried  ofT 
half  his  rudder,  but  that  he  had  no  more  than  fix 
of  his  (hip's  crew  wounded,  and  only  one  killed; 
that  captain  Sammcs  was  no  lefs  put  to  it,^  that 
almoft  all  his  poop  was  fwept  off,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived feveral  (hots  between  wind  and  water,  that 
his  mate  had  his  head  (hot  off  with  a  cannon  ball, 
and  that  he  had  no  more  than  three  men  wounded  r 
and  that,  in  (hort,  the  other  leffer  vefTcls  had  loft 
never  a  man,  and  had  but  very  few  wounded.  Here 
I  may  truly  fay,  and  without  exafperating  the 
matter,  that  it  was  a  ftrange  thing  and  next  to  a 
miracle,  that  we,  who  were  fo  few  in  number,  and 
had  fuch  pitiful  (hips  of  our  own,  (hould  be  able 
to  bear  the  fire  of,  withftand  and  fight  foconfider* 
able  a  fleet,  in  comparilbn  of  our  own,  confifting  of 
fuch  good  (hips,  and  manned  fo  well  as  that  of  the 
Spaniards  was,  whofe  admiral  was  a  vcird  of  fevcnty 
guns,  though  (he  had  but  fifty-fix  mounted^  becaufe- 
fhe  was  too  old.  Their  vice-admiral,  had  forty, 
though  (he  was  bored  to  carry  fixty  guns;  (he  was  a; 
very  fine  (hip,  and  an  excellent  failor,  but  alfo  old. 
The  patach  was  a  veflTcl  of  forty  guns,  though  (he 
had  no  more  than  eight-and-twenty  mounted.  The 
Gonferve  had  eighteen  guns,  but  was  built  as  well  as 
trhc  patach,  to  carry  forty.  The  other  three  were 
almoft  £s  big ;  befides  they  had  the  advantage  of 
&re-(hifs,  on  board  of  which  they  had  planted 
G  6  Ciinnon,, 
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canooQ,  to  the  cod  that  we  might  not  take  them  to 
be  really  what  they  were,  and  that  fo  they  might 
come  near,  and  the  more  eafily  (iirprize  us,  than  if 
we  were  aware  of  them. 

If  wc  had  met  with  this  fket,  as  we  were  m  hopes 
we  fhould,  before  they  got  an  addition  of  ftrength  in 
Panama;  or  that  we  had  had  bat  only  the  wind  of 
them  when  we  attacked  them,  I  do  not  queftion,  but 
things  would  have  appeared  with  another  face  than 
now  they  did,  and  that  we  (hould  have  pofTeiled 
onrfelves  of  their  (htps  to  bring  us  back  through 
the  ftreights  with  wealth  enough  to  live  at  eafe, 
which  would  have  frc^d  os  all  at  once,  after  a  con- 
tinned  focceffion  of  fatigues  and  troubles,  which  we 
were  forced  to  go  through  for  three  years  longer,  as 
well  in  thofe  places,  as  in  our  return  over  land  to 
the  North-fca;  but  divine  Providaice  had  otherwifc 
ordered  it. 

Oil  the  twenty-ninth  we  parted  from  the  Ifle  of 
St.  John,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  men  in 
live  canoes,  in  order  to  go  and  furprize  the  town 
of  Pueblo  Nuevo,  that  was  Cik  leagues  off,  thinking 
we  Ihould  get  fome  provifion  there,  whereof  now 
we  began  to  be  in  need.  Being  landed  on  the 
thirty-firft,  we  took  a  centinel,  but  another  efcaped, 
which  was  the  occafion  of  our  being  difcovered. 
We  were  obliged,  in  order  to  get  at  this  town,  to 
go  up  a  very  line  river  two  leagues,  and  to  make  . 
ufe  of  the  flowing  of  the  tide  for  that  purpofe;  be- 
fore we  came  at  it  wc  found  a  retrenchnacnt  made 
for  its  fecurity,  but  ill  guarded.  The  town  is  none 
of  the  beft  lituated,  though  it  ftands  upon  the 
rivcr-fide,  being  furrounded  every  way  with  niarfhes: 
wc  found  neither  people  nor  visuals  there,  and  fa 
we  left  it  on  the  third  of  July;  and  next  day  as 
we  returned  with  our  canoes  to  rejoin  our  fleet  we 
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gave  chace  to  a  bark,  which  we  toc^,  and  oq  the 
fifth  we  got  to  Qur  ihips. 

The  £ngli(h  aud  we  bad  a  difference  in  the  de- 
fcent  we  made  upon  this  town,  for  they  being  niore 
numerous  than  we,  would  rake  the  advantage  of 
us,  and  be  mafters  of  the  whole,  and  that  fo  far, 
that  captain  Townfley  would  have  taken  captain 
.  Grognet'sfliip  away^  which  captain  David  had  given 
biniy  and  give  iiim  his  own  for  her:  but  as  he 
found  he  had  to  do  with  men,  who,  though  infe- 
rior in  number^  would  not  tamely  be  thus  put  upon^ 
he  was  forced  to  give  over  his  preten/ions ;  yet  we 
finding  Aill  that  they  continued  to  pretend  to  the 
iame  dominion  over  us,  we  fcparated  ourfclves  from 
them  to  the  number  of  an  hundred  and  thirty 
Frenchmen,  without  rekoning  captain  Grognct'd 
crew,  who  were  two  hundred  more,  and,  after 
having  banded  ourfelves  apart,  we  landed  upon  the 
iiland. 

One  of  the  chief  reafons  that  made  us  difagree 
was  their  impiety  againft  our  religion ;  for  they  made 
no  fcruple  when  i!)cy  got  into  a  church  to  cut  down 
the  arms  of  a  cruciHx  with  their  fabrcs,  or  to  (hoot 
them  down  with  their  fuzees  and  pidols,  bruifing 
and  maiming  the  images  of  the  faints  with  the 
feme  weapons  in  derifion  to  the  adoration  we  French- 
men paid  unto  them.  And  it  was  chiefly  from 
ihcfe  horrid  diforders,  that  the  Spaniards  equally 
hated  ns  all,  as  we  came  to  underftand  by  divers 
of  their  letters  that  fell  into  our  hands,  which  I 
have  gol  rendered  into  French,  as  may  be  feen  by 
and  by. 

On  the  ninth  the  Englifh  weighed,  and  came  to 

anchor  about  dvt  or  fix  leagues  to  leeward  of  the 

place  where  \vc  were  buildiiig  our  canoes,  to  fit  up 

.others  for  themfelvcs  in  Keu  of  thofe  they  had  loft 

as  well  as  we,  during  the  fight  with  the  Spaoifti 

fleet. 
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fleet*  Wc  laid  out  for  trees  fit  for  our  purpofe^ 
and  to  that  end  went  into  a  wood,  which  io  thefe 
parts  grows  near  to  the  fea,  of  which  we  chofe  the 
largcft,  which  commonly  are  thofe  tr^^cs  called  Ma^ 
pou  and  Acajou,  and  are  withal  very  tender  and 
eafy  to  be  wrought  \  among  them  we  found  fbme 
fo  large^  that  the  fingle  trunk,  after  being  hewa 
and  made  hollow,  oouid  carry  fourfcore  men. 

While  we  were  building  our  canoes,  a  centlnel, 
whom  we  had  fet  on  a  very  high  tree  growing  oxx 
the  feafide  in  our  ifland,  as  well  for  difcovering, 
left  the  Engli(h,  who  knew  we  were  employed 
about  our  canoes,  (houldcome  to  take  away  our  (hip, 
as  to  obferve  if  any  Spanifh  (hip  (hould  fail  betweei> 
the  main  land  and  the  ilknd  whereon  we  were, 
came  to  tell  us  on  the  fifteenth,  that  he  faw  % 
{hip  out  at  fea,  fleering  fouth-weft  aod  by  weft,, 
which  put  us  prefently  upon  making  ready  to  come 
tjp  with  her  :  we  found  her  to  be  a  fmall  veflel 
commanded  by  captaia  Willnet  an  EnglKhmaa, 
whofe  crew  confifted  of  forty  Englifli  and  eieveo- 
•Frenchmen,  of  whom  we  had  never  heard  any 
thing  till  now :  but  they  told  us,  they  had  a  lon^ 
time  ago  paHTed  over  land  into  thefe  feas,  and  tha& 
ktely  they  had  taken  a  ftiip  laden  with  corn  out  o£ 
the  port  of  fianfonnat,  which  is  on  the  continent, 
and  the  place  of  embarking  from  Guatimala,  thirty 
leagues  to  the  eaft  of  the  Ille  of  St.  John,  and  that, 
going  from  thence  towards  the  fouth  coaft,  they 
underftood  tl)at  the  vice  roy  of  Lima  had  fent  a. 
Spaniftx  fleet  on  purpofe  to  chace  and  beat  the  free* 
hooters,  which  ^ave  them  to  underftand  there  were 
others  befides  them  in  thefe  feas ;  and  that  upon  the 
good  news  they  were  come  in  queft  of  us,  inordes 
10  have  a  (hare  in  taking  that  fleet,  which  they  be- 
lieved infallible,  but  that  they  underftood,  whea 
they  came  before  Panama,,  where  they  were  in  hopca 

ta 
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to  meet  with  us,  that  the  fight  was  already  orer, 
and  that  we  were  gone  to  the  Ifle  of  St.  John:  the 
other  Engiifhy  who,  as  I  have  already  fald,  were 
gone  to  anchor  about  five  or  fix  leagues  to  windward 
of  us,  had  alfo  fent  out  a  canoe  to  know  what  this 
bark  was,  which  came  up  with  her  as  foon  as  we, 
and  this  made  us  very  uneafy  ;  for,  this  bark  being 
laden  with  provifion,  thofe  Englifti  influenced  thefe 
new  comers  fo  far,  that  they  took  them  to  anchor 
in  the  fame  place  where  they  were,  e35cept  the  ele- 
ven Frenchmen,  who  left  them  and  ftaid  with  us. 

This  ifland  of  St.  John  Cueblo  is  about  twelve 
leagues  in  circumference,  (landing  eaft  and  well> 
and  non;h  and  fouth,  five  leagues  diftant  from  the 
main  land,  and  /eparated  by  a  narrow  channel 
(which  is  indeed  no  other  than  an  arm  of  the  fea 
running  in  between  two  lands).  It  is  not  inhabited^ 
very  mountainous,  full  of  wood,  and  watered  with 
Very  fine  rivers.  It  ftands  in  no  (lead  to  the  Spa- 
niards, befides  fupplying  them  with  marts  for  their 
{hipping,  which  they  have  here  in  great  abundance. 
When  we  flopped  upon  that  ifland,  we  were  in 
hopes  to  have  fared  well,  fo  well  flocked  it  was 
with  ■  deer,  monkies,  ngoutills,  lizards,  and  banks 
full  of  tortojfcs ;  but  we  were  deprived  of  tl^efe  ad- 
vantages by  two  inconveniences  we  laboured  ifnder ;. 
the  fijft  whereof  was,  that  the  Engiifti  in  lefs  thaa 
fifteen  days  had  made  fuch  a  deflruAion  of  thefe 
tortoifcs,  that  but  very  few  of  them  landed ;  the 
other  refpe<5led  our  hunting,  which,  after  we  had 
followed  for  a  few  days  at  firft,  we  were;  bound  ta 
decline ;  for,  having  ftaid  in  this  place  longer  than 
we  defigned,  we  were  under  a  neceflity  of  preferving 
our  powder  for  fear,  fliould  we  have  fpent  it,  the 
Spaniards  would  have  been  quickly  upon  us;  fo  that 
we  flaid  a  whole  month  upon  this  Kland  to  the 
luunber  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  mea  of  us^ 

;  with 
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with  eating  no  more  than  two  tortoifes  in  eight-antt- 
forty  hours,  and  in  feeking  lome  fruits  in  the  woods 
wherewith  to  fubfift,  and  with  the  eating  of  which 
fbme  of  us  died,  as  not  knowing  the  nature  of 
them. 

There  are  a  fort  of  ferpents  upon  this  ifland* 
whofe  ftinging  is  fo  dangerous,  that  if  any  one  has 
not  a  certain  fruit  by  him,  which  he  is  to  chew, 
and  prefently  to  apply  to  the  wound,  there  is  no» 
cfcaping  prcfcnt  death  for  hira,  as  we  found  by  ex- 
perience by  fonie  of  our  men  whom  we  loft  in  this 
manner,  and  who,  in  their  dyini>,  endured  terrible 
pains  through  the  aftivity  and  violence  of  that  fire 
which  this  j^oifon  kindled  in  their  bodies.  The  tree, 
©n  which  this  fruit  grovvs,  is  to  be  found  upon  the 
fame  place,  as  well  as  in  the  other  parts  of  this 
country,  being,  as  to  its  leaves  and  height,  very 
like  unto  our  almond  itQQ%\  but  its  fruit  refembles 
fea  chefnuts,  Mh^ugh  It  is  of  a  greyifh  colour,  and 
of  a  fomewhat  bitter  tallc,  enclofing  a  whicilh  al- 
mond in  the  midli-  thereof.  It  is  chewevi  altogether 
before  the  application  is  made,  and  is  known  by  uo 
other  name  than  the  Serpents- feed. 

Here  alfo,  about  two  or  three  leagues  up  the: 
couniry,  you  have  a  great  many  cnyemans,  which 
are  a  kind  of  crocodiles,  that  live  both  in  the  fea, 
rivers,  and  on  dry  land,  and  are  of  that  ravenous 
nature,  that  fomc  of  our  men  have  been  devoured 
by  them. 

On  the  feven-and  twentieth  the  Englifli,  who 
had  left  us,  fent  jT  quarter-mafter  to  us  to  know 
whether  we  would  join  ourfelves  with  theraj  as 
fuppofing  they  were  too  weak  t<?"'go  and  take  the 
town  of  Leon,  on  which  they  had  formed  a  defign. 
And  here  we  mu ft  acknowledge,  that  extreme  mifery 
is  fo  terrible  a  thing,  that  it  is  almoft  impo/Iiblc, 
when  an  opportunity  preftnts  itfelf  of  being  deli- 
vered. 
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vcrcd,  that  it  flionld  be  let  flip,  notwithftanding  all 
the  repugnanqr  of  our  reafon  to  the  contrary.  Wc 
had  left  the  Englifh  by  reafon  of  their  irapietics, 
which  wc  could  not  endure,  and  now  we  were 
ready  to  coreiply  with  the  propofals  they  had  made 
us  of  rejoining  them  again.  The  provifion  was 
on  their  fide,  and  this  was  a  charming  bait  for  peo- 
ple that  were  ready  to  perifh  with  hunger.  Wc 
prefently  aflccd  them  for  fome  viftuals ;  and  as  we 
bad  but  one  (hip,  that  could  not  hold  us  al),  that 
,  ihcy  fliould  give  us  another,  bccaufe  we  were  not 
willing  to  be  difpcrfed  on  board  their  fliips  as  be- 
fore; but  this  they  would  not  agree  to.  In  the 
mean  while  as  we  were  refolved  not  to  recede  here- 
from, famine  forced  thirty  of  our  men  to  join  thcm- 
felves  with  the  Englifli,  as  being  unable  to  bear  with 
the  fafts  we  were  forced  to  keep.  And  on  the 
fourth  of  Aug«ft  four  of  our  men  died. 

On  the  ninth,  when  we  knew  the  £ngH(h  were 
gone,  we  embarked,  to  the  number  of  an  Hundred  / 
and  twenty  men,  on  board  fire  canoes  commanded 
by  captain  Grognet,  and  left  two  hundred  oa 
board  our  (hip,  and  upon  the  rfland,  whom  we 
ordered  to  build  more  canoes,  and  afterwards  to 
crofs  over  to  the  continent. 

Having  made  a  defcent  there  on  the  thirteenth^ 
we  came  to  an  hatto,  which  is  a  kind  of  a  farm 
'Where  the  Spaniards  breed  their  cattle  ;  it  was  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  called  St.  Jago, 
which  is  twenty  leagues  diftant  from  St.  John^ 
Ifland.'  The  people  we  found  in  this  hatto  v^ 
tnade  qur  priibners,  among  whom  was  the  mafter, 
^lu>  ftewed  and  conduced  us  to  take  a  fugar- 
plantation  in  the  river  of  St.  Jago,  where  we  were 
^liGsovered.  We  {bonded  our  prifoners  one  after 
another,  in  order  to  know  whether  they  iMiderftood 
any  thing  of  our  feparation  from  the  Englifh,  by 
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^ling  them  we  came  from  the  North-fea,  and  that 
they  Qiould  (hew  us  where  the  frec-booters  were, 
which  they  faid  were  come  into  thefe  fcas.  They 
anfwcred,  they  were  gone  to  St.  Jolin's  IHand  to 
repair  the  damage  the  fleet  of  Peru  bad  done  them, 
together  with  other  circumftances,  which  we  knew 
better  than  they,  without  telling  us  one  word  of  what 
had  happened  between  the  EngltHi  and  us :  hence 
wc  conjeftured  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter, 
and  we  could  have  been  very  well  content  that  all 
the  Spaniards  knew  as  little  as  they,  for  fear  our 
disjunflion  might  render  them  more  forward  to  at- 
tack us. 

After  this  intelligence  we  difpatched  away  a  canoe 
which  we  had  taken  in  this  river,  to  carry  our  men 
fonve  viftuals,  which  we  had  found  in  this  batto, 
and  to  acquaint  them,  that  we  were  going  towards 
Panama,  to  fee  whether  we  might  meet  with  an  op- 
portunity of  feiziog  fome  barks,  fo  that  we  might 
get  out  of  St.  John's  Ifland ;  becaufe,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  our  (hip  was  not  big  enough  to  hold 
us,  and  that,  as  foon  as  the  canoes  were  ready,  they 
were  to  go  and  take  Pueblo  Nuevo,  in  order  to  get 
fome  provifion  wherewith  to  fubiift  till  our  re- 
turn. 

On  the  fifteenth  we  went  a(hore  forty  leagues  to 
leeward  of  Panama,  and,  though  we  had  no  guide. 
We  got  by  cock-crowing  to  a  very  pretty  EAantia  as 
they  called  it,  which  was  a  lone  houfe,  and  where 
we  took  fifty  prifoners  of  both  iexes.  Among  thcfe^ 
there  was  a  ypung  man  and  woman  of  quality,  who 
promiied  we  Aioul J  have  a  ranfom  for  them^  whom 
we  carried  to  the  ifland  Ignuaoa,  a  league's  diftance 
4rom  the  great  one,  and  where  there  is  no  other  but 
rain  water  to  be  had,  which  fiandsin  the  cavities  of 
the  rocks, 

Wc 
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-    We  ftaid  for  the  fore-mentioned  ranfom  till  the 
cight-and- twentieth,    when  it  was   duly  paid   a?, 
and  then  went  off,  being  firft  informed,  that,  about 
eight  leagues   to  windward,    there   was   a  river, 
•wherein  were  two  barks  laden  with  maize,  which  on 
the  nineand-tweniicih  in  the  morning  we  boarded 
and  took.     From  thence  we  refumed  our  courfe  to 
go  and  rejoin  our  men  in  St.  John's  Id  and,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  third  of  September.     Here  they  told^ 
us,  that  an  hundred  of  them,  whereof  ninety-eight 
were  come  back,  had  gone  on  the  five-and-tM'enticih 
of  the   preceding  mon'h  to  Pueblo  Nuevo,  as  we 
had  ordered  them,  where  they  arrived  on  thefeven- 
and -twentieth;  and,  though  they  were  difcovered  by 
theceniinelsof  the  town,  they  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  it,  and  <\aid  there  two  days,  for  all  the  con- 
tinual and  various  attacks  made  upon  them  by  the 
Spaniards.     That  the  commander  of  the  place  came 
"With  a  trumpet  to  fpeak  with  them,  and  aiked,  why 
they  carried  white  colours,  feeing  they  were  Englifh 
(fo  he  took  them  to  be)  but  without  fatisfying  his 
curiofity  in  the  point,  they  conftraincd  him  to  be 
gone  from  whence  he  came.     That,  eight  of  them 
being  gone  feme  diftancc  from  the  place  of  arms,' 
there  wei'e  two   of  the  number  maffacred  by  an 
hundred  and   fifty  Spaniards,  who  feeing  fo  fmall 
a  company  together,  bravely  fell  upon  them ;  but, 
■with  all  the  advantage  they  had  they  could  not  hinder 
the  other  fix  to  recover   their  main-guard,  who 
fought  retreating  with  extraordinary  vigour. 

On  the  fourth  we  pat  out  with  px  canoes,  and 
an  hundred  and  forty  men  on  board,  whereof  we 
detached  two  to  go  to  the  hatto  we  had  taken  oa 
the  eleventh  of  Augufl,  to  look  after  the  ranibcn  of 
the  mafler,  whoa  we  kept  prifoner,  and  with  the 
Qther  four  returned  to  that  fugar-plantation  in  St. 
Jago,  in  order  to  get  foffle  fugar-cauldrons,  whereof 

wo 
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Vfc  had  occaHoQ.  There  we  were  informed,  that 
the  governor  of  St.  Jago  came  thitho-  after  our 
departure  the  firft  time  we  took  it,  with  eight 
hundred  men.  \Vc  (laid  in  this  place  lill  the  ninths 
cxpcdllng  the  anfwer  of  a  prifoner  whom  we  fcnt 
to  the  governor,  and  by  whom  we  fent  him  word, 
that  if  be  were  minded  to  advance  with  his  eight 
hundred  men,  we  wcie  ready ;  but  hearing  no  news 
of  him,  we  departed  thence,  after  our  two  canoes 
had  rejoined  us;  and  on  the  eleventh  arrived  on 
board  onr  fhips  and  the  two  barks  at  the  Ifland  o£ 
St.  John. 

On  the  fifth  we  careened  our  (htps  and  took  in 
water  and  wood :  we  would  have  left  this  ifland,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  continual  rains  that  fell  and  lafled 
eighteen  days,  and  fuch  bad  weather,  that  it  wa» 
impofEble  fbr  us  to  appear  upon  deck,  having  never 
feen  the  fun  all  this  thne:  and  for  this  reafon  it  is, 
that  the  Spaniaids  call  the  diftance  between  the  bay^ 
of  Gurgona,  and  this  Ifland  of  St.  John,  The 
Droppings  of  the  South-Sea.  You  have  but  four 
Hionths  of  good  weadier  here  throughout  the  year,  and 
they  are  December,  January,  February,  March;  the 
other  eight  months  are  incommoded  with  great  rains, 
which  fall  almoft  without  any  intermiffion,  and 
which,  befides  the  bloody  flux  it  brings,  is  fo 
pernicious,  that  if  a  man  has  been  wet  with  it  two 
or  three  times,  if  he  do  not  prefcnty  fhift  himfelf,  it 
breeds  large  worms  between  his  flcin  and  his  flefh, 
tn  form  fomewhat  like  unto  a  quUl,  and  about  half  a 
finger  long. 

The  weather  clearinpr  up  on  the  fourth  of  Ofto- 
bcr,  we  mended  our  fails,  which  were  almofl  rot- 
ten, and  made  ready  to  be  gone.  And  the  fame 
<kiy  we  had  one  of  our  men  ftung  in  the  leg  by  a 
ferpent,  who  died  of  it  prtfently,  as  not  having  taken 
care  to  provide  himfelf  with  the  remedy  we  have 
fpoken  of, 
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On  the  eighth  \vc  made  ready  and  failed  for  Rea- 
legno,  which  is  both  a  port  and  town  an  hundred 
and  fourfcore  leagues  to  the  weft  and  by  north-weft 
of  the  Ifle  of  St.  John,  and  two  hundred  and  fixty 
vcft  of  Panama.  Wc  had  a  fmall  fouth-eaft  wind 
till  the  eleventh,  and  on  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
we  fleered  weft -north- weft,  and  that  evening  defcricd 
land.  On  the  fourteenth  we  had  a  boifterous  fouth 
"Windy  which  made  us  take  in  ail  our  fails,  till  mid- 
night, and  then  came  a  calm  till  the  fcventeenth, 
^when  towards  noon  we  were  furprizcd  with  a  fouth- 
weft  blaft,  attended  with  great  rains,  which  fcpa- 
Tated  us  from  our  two  barks:  it  blew  fo  very  hard, 
that  the  fea  appeared  prefcntly  very  frightful,  and  put 
tJs  fo  to  it,  that  we  began  to  be  very  apprchcnfivewc 
fhould  be  all  caft  away  ;  but  the  weather  (as  God 
would  have  it)  proving  fair  again,  we  fpent  the 
nineteenth  to  fet  our  veflel  in  order,  as  well  as  to 
mend  our  fails  with  our  fliirts  and  drawers,  where- 
with we  were  already  but  very  indifFerenrly  provided, 
Towardsevening  we  difcovered  land,  and  knew  it  to 
be  the  bay  of  Caldaira,  whereof  I  (hall  give  an  ac- 
count by  and  by.  On  the  twentieth  we  failed  in  fight 
of  that  of  Colcbra ;  from  thence  we  had  moderate 
weather,  and  a  foutheaft  wind ;  and  on  the  one-and- 
twentieth  we  got  to  the  height  of  the  Morns  which 
the  Spaniards  call  Papegaya*s. 

On  the  twenty- fecond  we  found  ourfelvcs  over- 
ngainft  Realegno,  a  place  very  remarkable  for  the 
high  mountains  that  furround  it;  and  efpecially 
for  a  high  fulphurous  hill  that  burns  continually,  and 
whofe  fmoke  reaches  a  great  way;  but  the  tides  next 
night  put  us  twenty  leagues  to  windward  of  it.  On 
the  four-and- twentieth,  we  put  out  four  canoes  with 
an  hundred  men  in  them  in  order  to  take  fome 
prifoners,  thit  we  might  receive  fome  informatioa 
-concerning  this  coaft,  where  wc  never  were  before. 
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On  the  twenty-fifth  we  put  to  the  (bore  and  laaded, 
and,  after  a  march  of  three  hours,  came  to  ao  hatto, 
where  we  furprized  the  people,  who  gave  us  to  ua- 
derfland,  that  the  EngUQi  had  taken  the  town  of 
Leon,  and  burnt  that  of  Realeguo:  that  the  iahabi- 
tants  of  Legoria,  Granada,  Sanfonnat,  St.  MichcII, 
St.  Salvador,  and  Villa*  Nueva,  which  are  neighbour- 
ing towns  to  the  two  fore- mentioned  ones,  had  fent 
a  confiderable  re-inforcement  of  men  to  ihofe  of  the 
town  of  Leon,  who  yet  durft  not  attack  the  Englifb, 
who  Aaid  there  three  whole  days:  during  which 
time  they  had  fent  feveral  mefTages  to  thefe  reinforce- 
roents  to  require  them  to  light  in  the  Race  Savana, 
which  the  other  ftill  refufed,  faying.  They  were 
noc  yet  all  come  together,  that  is,  that  they  were 
hitherto  no  more  than  fiK  to  one,  and  that  they  (laid 
till  they  were  doubly  increafed. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  one  of  our  quarter^mafters, 
who  was  a  Catalonian  by  birth,  fled  to  the  Spaniards, 
which  hindered  us  at  this  time  from  going  to  take 
the  town  of  Granada,  of  which  I  ihall  fpeak  in  its 
due  place,  for  we  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  had 
given  them  an  account  of  the  defign  we  had  formed 
upon  that  place. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  we  went  on  board  of  our 
canoes  again,  and  made  for  the  port  of  Realcguoy 
where  the  rendezvous  of  our  fhips  was  to  be ;  we 
could  land  no  where  all  along  the  coafl,  becaufe  the 
fea  breaks  with  fo  .much  violence  there,  when  it  is 
a  foutherly  wind,  that  it  is  impoHible  to  come  near 
it.  However  fix  of  our  men  fwam  with  a  defign  to 
fill  fome  caflcs  with  water,  which  we  were  in  want 
of,  but  they  could  not  do  it,  for  the  Spaniards  fol- 
lowed us  by  land  all  along  the  bank,  and  ib 
it  fell  out,  that  one  of  our  men  was  unfortunately 
drowned. 

On 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BircANiERS,  tfr.  of  America.        i6y 

Oa  the  firft  of  November  we  arrived  at  the  Port 
of  Realegiio,  where  we  found  our  (hip  at  anchor. 
There  are  two  paflliges  to  this  port,  whereof  that 
to  windward  is  beft.  It  is  very  narrow,  and  be- 
(ides  this,  has  two  morncs  or  little  mountains,  that 
form  the  two  points  thereof;  upon  one  of  which 
the  Spaniards  had  a  defign  to  build  a  fort.  1  here 
is  a  very  fine  river  runs  into  this  haven,  that  bears 
the  fame  name  with  the  town.  It  is  fafe  from  any 
winds,  and  contains  within  it  five  iflands  that  are 
very  good  to  careen  (hips  in  ;  there  are  but  thr?e 
leagues  from  thence  up  the  river  before  you  come  at 
the  town.  But  before  we  got  there  wiih  our  canoes, 
we  met  three  very  ftrong  retrenchments,  that  had 
beenmadefor  its  fccurity  upon  the  river's  fide,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  league  diftant  one  from  another,  and 
which  the  Eoglifti  had  half  burnt.  About  a  mufket 
ftiot  from  the  town,  the  Spaniards  had  very  fine 
docks,  where  they  build  their  (hips.  It  is  wafhed 
with  this  river,  and  ftands  in  a  very  fine  country, 
watered  with  feveral  other  rivulets;  and  both  its 
churches  and  houfes,  though  then  half  burnt,  ap- 
peared to  us  to  have  been  beautiful  enough.  We  are 
alfo  farther  to  lake  notice,  that  that  river  we  have 
fpoken  of,  has  eight  arms,  by  which  you  may  con- 
veniently convey  any  thing  to  the  villages,  fugar- 
plantations,and  hatto's,  whereof  this  country  is  full, 
xmd  whith  belongs  to  the  burghers,  as  well  of  this 
town  as  of  the  neighbouring  ones,  of  which  Leon, 
■that  is  not  above  four  leagues  off,  is  fituated  in  a 
very  curious  plain.  On  the  fecond  we  went  to  take 
.  two  of  thofe  hatto's,  from  whence  we  carried 
fome  viftoals  on  board  for  thofe  who  were  careening 
our  (hips. 

On  the  fixth  we  departed  to  the  number  of  aa 
hundred  and  ^fty  men,  to  go  and  fcizc  the  ccntinels 
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of  the  town  of  Leoi>,  and  having  furprized  them  on  « 
the  eighth,  they  infoi*med  us  there  were  two  thou*  I 
fand  men  in  the  place,  who,  yet  not  trnfting  to  >i 
their  numbers,  had  taken  all  their  moveables,  and 
-carried  them  to  a  place  of  fafety.  We  returned  on 
board  on  the  ninth,  and  ne^ct  day  fet  out  to  go  to  a 
great  fugar-plantatioR,  two  leagues  diftant  frooi 
this  city,  where  we  arrived  at  midnight,^  but  found 
no  foul  living  there,  the  people  being  gone  for  their 
fecurity  to  the  town,  upon  the  report  that  was  fpread 
abroad*  that  we  had  taken  fome  centinels.  But  as 
we  were  upon  our  return  from  this  fugar- plantation 
to  go  on  board  again,  our  van-guard  met  with  a 
detachment  of  horfe,  upon  whom  they  fired,  and 
made  them  fly ;  but  the  captain  was  made  a  prifoner, 
who,  upon  our  queAioning  of  him,  told  us  that  he 
had  heard  of  us  a  long  time  fince,  but  not  knowing 
what  language  we  fpokc,  we  had  been  taken  for  a 
company  of  two  hundred  andfourfcouremulatos,  who 
were  looking  out  to  fight  us,  knowing  we  were 
a(hore,and  who  would  beatthat  fugar-plantation  that 
evening ;  we  afked  the  captain  what  they  were  he 
had  headed,  and  he  anfwered,  they  were  a  troop  of 
horfe,  who  guarded  the  embarking  place  belonging 
to  that  fugar- plantation, 'and  that  the  governor  of 
the  town,  coming  to  know  we  were  come  tat  he 
port  of  Realeguo,  had  given  them  orders  to  retire 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  gave  us  to  underfiand  that  our 
enemies  kept  a  very  good  guard,  when  they  had  no  - 
thing  to  be  afraid  of,  and  that  they  would  draw  off 
as  foon  as  ever  they  faw  us  near,  and,  in  effe^fV, 
we  found  them  to  be  exaftly  the  very  fame  as  reprc- 
fented  to  us :  for  furely  if  they  had  *ad  but  any 
thing  of  refolution  and  courage,  being  as  numerous 
as  they  werein  refpeft  to  us,  they  couldliave  eafily  . 
cut  usofF,asoften  as  we  made  anydefcent  upon  them ;  * 
and  thus  many  times  we  found  our  fafety  to  proceed  . 
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from  their  cowardice,  as  much  as  from  our  owa 
courage. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  fame  company  of  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  left  our  vcflcls  to  go  to  take  a 
borough  town  three  leagues  above  the  city  of 
Realeguo,  whofe  name  was  Pueblo  Vicgo;  we  paffed 
through  this  place,  which  we  found  to  be  quite 
defertcd  by  its  inhabitants,  becaufe  of  the  excom- 
munication they  had  thundered  out  againft  them- 
felves. 

Some  perhaps  will  be  furprlzed  to  hear  of  this 
extravagant  humour,  but  there  is  nothing  truer  than 
*  that,  when  the  free-booters  have  feveral  times  taken 
the  fame  place  from  them,  their  prelates,  after 
excommunicating  and  curfing  the  fame,  quit  it  entire- 
ly, and  will  not  bury  even  their  dead  whom  we 
killed,  as  fuppofmg  them  for  the  forefaid'reafon  un- 
worthy of  chriftian  burial. 

On  the  fourteenth  in  the  morning  we  arrived  at 
Pueblo  Viego,  from  whence  their  centinels  had  dif- 
covered  us  lincc  the  thirteenth  in  the  evening,  fo  that 
we  found  the  enemy  retrenched  in  the  great  church, 
and  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  horfe  upon  the  place 
of  .arms.  We  prcfently  fell  to  work,  and,  after 
fome  difcharges,  we  put  them  to  flight,  but  thofe 
that  were  within  the  church,  held  it  about  half  an 
hour  longer,  and  then  made  their  efcape  through 
a  door  that  was  behind  the  veftry,  which  we  had  not 
fccured.  We  ftaid  a  day  and  a  half  in  this  place^ 
and  carried  away  all  the  ptovifiocs  we  could  lay 
hands  on  upon  the  horfcs  which  we  had,  and  our 
own  backs,  and  on  the  fixteeath  arrived  on  board  our 
ihip.  On  the  eighteenth  we  returned  to  take  an 
Eftantia,  which  was  a  league  and  a  half  from  the 
faid  town,  and  the  mailer  whom  wc  took  prifoner 
told  us,  that,  the  day  we  went  away,  fix  hundred 
^'men  lay  in  ambufla  for  us,  oa  the  way  by  which 
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we  were  to  paf$ ;  but  that,  without  knowing  it,  wc 
had  returned  by  a  different  road.  On  the  twenty- 
firft  we  went  on  board  with  our  prifoner,  who  pro- 
mifed  us  fome  provifion  for  his  ranfom ;  and  next 
day  wc  put  another  prifoner  afhore  to  endeavour  to 
procure  it  us  with  ail  expedition. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  came  a  Spanifti  officer,  who 
brought  us  a  letter  from  the  vicar-general  of  the 
province  (and  in  all  appearance)  by  order  of  the 
general  of  Coda  Rica,  who  fent  us  word  there 
was  a  peace  made  between  the  crowns  of  Trance 
and  Spain  for  twenty  years,  and  that  they  were 
joined  together  to  make-  war  upon  the  Infidels. 
That  therefore  we  ought  to  commit  "no  farther 
hoftilitics,  and  that  if  we  had  a  mind  to  return 
to  the  North  fea,  we  might  come  fafely  unto 
them,  and  have  our  paflage  into  Europe  in  his 
Catholick  majcfly's  galleons:  we  gave  them  an  an- 
fAcr  fui table  to  their  propofal,  being  wtll  enoiigh 
acquainted  w  ith  the  evil  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards 
towards  us,  who,  by  this  falfe  pretence,  thtnight 
to  have  fcduced  us  to  come  the  more  readily  among 
them,  who  undefftood  the  extreme  mifery  we  had 
endured  by  one  of  our  people,  of  whom  wc  made 
mention  before,  and  who  ran  away  to  them  to  be 
freed  from  the longfafls  he  was  forced  to  with  us. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  we  careened  our  (hips,  and 
the  next  day  put  thirty  prifoners  aftiore,  part  of 
whom  wc  gave  their  liberty  to,  and  on  the  twcnty- 
eighih  wc  made  ready  to  return  and  go  in  queft  of 
our  two  barks  whom  we  had  appointed  to  rendez- 
vous at  the  irie  of  St.  John  de  Cueblo,  in  cafe  we 
were  fcparated  from  one  another.  As  we  were  go- 
ing out  of  the  port,  the  Spaniards  gave  notice  by  the 
fires  they  made  all  along  the  coaft,  what  courfe  we 
fleered.  On  the  third  of  December  we  found  our- 
felves  got  above  an  hundred  leagues  out  at  fea, 
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'hither  a  north-cad  breeze  had  driven  m ;  wc 
^^  again  towards  land,  and  on  the  fifth  went 
i  ^*fl*e;  we  fent  out  three  canoes,  furiilhed  with 
feventy  men,  to  crofs  the  bay  of  Colebra,  and  to 
endeavour  to  get  fonriQ  provifion  along  the  coaft,  as 
alfo  to  difcharge  our  fhips  of  fo  many  mouths,  there 
being t>ut  too  little  viftuals  left  for  thofe  whore- 
mained  behind,  and  who  went  to  the  Ifle  of  St. 
John :  for,  as  to  the  provifion  wc  were  able  to  get 
together,  while  we  were  afhore  in  the  port  of  Rea- 
leguo,  there  was  no  great  quantity  of  it,  for  the 
Spaniards,  knowing  of  our  coming,  had  carried  it 
up  far  into  the  country,  whither  we  durft  not  go  and 
fetch  it  with  fo  few  men  as  we  had  with  us,  as  not 
being  yet  fufficienly  acquainted  with  their  cow- 
ardice. ^ 

From  Realegud  to  Panama  there  are  a  great 
many  little  ports  which  yon  muft  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  before  you  can  find  them,  for  the 
mouth  of  them  is  very  obfcure,  and  if  you  once  do 
mifs  them,  it  is  abfolutely  impoffible  to  get  afliore 
along  the  coaft,  the  fea  being  there  always  boifter- 
ous,  and  very  high  upon  the  blowing  of  the  leaft 
fouth-eaft  and  fouth-weft  winds  upon  it.  I  have 
obferved  this  difference  betwixt  this  fea  and  that  of 
the  North,  that  let  the  wind  be  never  fo  violent,  as 
foon  as  ever  it  ceafcs,  this  fea  proves  as  cahn  as  if  it 
had  never  blown,  whereas  in  the  other,  for  all  the 
wind  is  allayed,  it  continues  feveral  days  in  the  fame 
violent  ag^tj^tion  as  when  it  blew  hard.  I  have  alfo 
taken  notice,  that  the  windy  ftorms  that  are  formed 
toleewardjate  much  more  dangerous  in  the  former, 
than  thofe  that  come  from  the  windward  j  but  la 
the  other,  it  is  contrary,  where  a  ftiip  generally 
efteems  not  herfelf  to  be  in  danger,  but  from  thofe 
that  arife  to  windward  of  her,  at  leaftwife,  if  the 
wind  be  not  fubjeft  to  a  very  great  variation ;  to 
which  wc  may  add  one  difference  more,  that  the- 
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South-fea  is  paclfick  enough  upon  the  main,  and 
very  turbulent  upoa  thecoaft,  and  that  of  the  Npr_^ 
is  oftentimes  very  impetuous  far  out,  and  almoft'^" 
wayg  calm  near  the  fliore. 

pheSouth-fea  breeds  in  divers  parts  of  it  a  very 
greaThumber  of  ferpcnts,  in  colour  like  fpotted  mar- 
bJe,  and  are  generally  about  two  feet  long;  their -fting 
is  of  fo  venoqious  and  killing  a  nature,  that,  whea 
a  man  is  once  Aung  by  them,  there  is  no  human 
remedy  that  can  fecure  him  from  a  fudden  death ; 
and  that  which  is  indeed  very  furpiiziug  in  regard 
to  thcfe  creatures,  is,  that  when  the  fea  by  the  boi- 
fteroufncfs  of  its  waves  throws  them  upon  fome  bank 
or  other,  though  they  do  not  go  out  of  the  water, 
yet  they  no  fooner  touch  the  (and,  but  they  prefently 
die: 'J 

^,,>Gn  the  ninth,  having  flill  kept  our  courfe  along 
the  coaft,  we  put  fifty  men  in  three  canoe*;  ifliore, 
to  go  and  take  the  town  of  Efparfo,  wliich  is  thite 
Icnpues  from  Caldaira,  and  is  the  place  that  fervcs 
for  a  port  to  it;  we  took  the  centinels  about  the 
third  part  of  our  way,  who  told  us,  That,  befides 
the  inhabitants  of  the  tow^,  there  were  five  hundred 
men  whom  they  had  fent  for,  to  come  to  their  aflif- 
taucc  from  Carthage,  upon  the  alarm  given  them  by 
our  two  barks  that  had  anchored  in  this  bay,  from 
"which  they  were  but  juft  gone.  Upon  this  intelli- 
gencc  we  bethought  ourfelves,  confidering  the 
imallnefs  of  our  number,  to  put  off  this  expedition 
to  another  time,  and  fo  returned  with  all  fpced,  but 
in  fuch  want  of  provifion,  that  we  were  forced  to 
kill  and  cat  the  ccatinds  horfes,  after  four  days 
ftuifl:abftlncnce-,  and  this  fori  of  fafting,  which  was 
not  the  firfl  that  we  had  ufcd,  did  not  prove  to  be  the 
laft  neither. 

Caldaira  is  a  bay  that  bears  the  name  of  fix 
magazines  that  iiand  about   three  leagues  to  the 
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eaft  of  the  mouth  of  it,  an  J  upon  the  bank  of  the 
place  of  embarking  belonging  to  Elparfo  :  this  bay 
which  by  fome  geographers  is  calletl  Nicoya,  is  one 
of  the  fined  ports  in  the  worlJ  ;  though  ihe  mouth 
of  it  be  large,  yet,  in  lieu  of  that,  it  is  at  Icaft 
twelve  leagues  within  land,  and  comprehends  a  great 
many  iflands  of  different  fizes  within  it ;  there  is 
none  but  an  cafterly  wind  that  can  hurt  it :  the  bot- 
tom df  the  bay  is  open,  by  means  of  very  fine  rivers 
that  run  into  it,  and  by  which  you  may  afcend  to 
feveral  villages,  hatto's,  and  fugar- plantations, 
whereof  this  country  is  full.  You  may  choofe  your 
place  of  anchorage,  according  to  the  length  of 
the  cable,  that  is,  from  fix  fathom,  encreafing  to 
an  hundred,  and  the  bottom  is  very  good  :  I  forgot 
to  obferve  that  the  fix  magazines  of  Cald.iira,  whcie- 
of  I  have  fpoken,  were  partly  built  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Carthage,  who  make  ufe  of  that  for  rhcir  port, 
for  facilitating  thetraffick  they  drive  with  thofc  llv^- 
ing  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  before  we  came  to  terrify 
ihem,  * 

Having  on  the  tenth  gone  on  board  our  canoes, • 
we  went  to  a  great  bananerj^  that  flood  in  the  fame 
bay;  it  is  a  fet  of  fruit-trees  which  they  call  bana- 
niers,  and  the  fruit  thereof  bananes,  with  which  we 
loaded  our  canoes  for  our  fubfiftence.  As  we  went 
jifhore,  we  took  the  centinel  of  the  little  town  of 
Nicoya,  from  which  finding  ourfelves  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  we  did  not  then  think  fit  to  go  up  to  it,  and 
fo  we  direfted  ou?  courfe  for  Point  Borica,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  fourteenth.  That  is  a  very  plea^^ 
fant  and  delightful  place,  and,  among  other  things, 
wc  could  not  but  admire  a  walkconfifling  of  five 
rows  of  cocoa-trees  that  run  alopg  the  bank  for  a- 
bove  fifteen  leagues  in  length,  and  that  in  fo  orderly 
a  manner,  that  though  the  fame  be  no  more  than  the 
bare  work  of  nature,  without  any  additional  help 
H  3  from 
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from  »ir  t,  they  fecm  as  if  they  had  beeo  all  planted  on 
a  line. 

This  fruit,  which  upon  fevcral  occafioBs  was  fo 
delightful  to  us,  grows  upon  the  ftcck  of  a  tree, 
that  is  a  kind  of  palm,  twenty  or  five-and-twenty 
fert  high :  it  is  like  a«nut,  but  without  making  any 
comparifon  of  the  bignefe  of  it,  for  there  are  {bme 
of  thefe  fruits  that  weigh  twelve  or  fifteen  pounds. 
The  (hell  is  very  hard,  and  thick  enough;  it  is 
wrapped  up  in  a  kind  of  thick  covering,  niadetip  all 
of  filaments,  with  which  the  Spaniards  ufe  to  caulker 
their  ihips,  it  being  much  better  than  tow,  which 
rots  in  the  water  in  lefs  than  a  year's  time,  whereas 
the  other  is  fed  by  it  and  waxeth  green.  If  you  bore 
an  hole  in  this  nut,  there  runs  out  a  quantity  •£ 
gvecnifli  liquor,  which  ibmewhat  refembles  the  co- 
lour of  whey,  but  of  a  (harpiib  taAe,  and  pleafimt 
enough,  and  when  the  ftiell  is  broken,  wc  find  un- 
da  it  a  kernel,  or  what  is  equivalent  thereto,  of  the 
thickncfs.  of  a  man's  finger,  very  white  and  nourifli- 
in^,  which  iUcks  very  clofe  to  the  infide.  Wc  left 
this  place  on  the  twentieth,  keeping  our  coorfe  ftill 
all  along  the  continent. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  having  no  vifluals  to  eat, 
we  put  fixty  men  in  our  three  canoes  afliore  to  go 
leek  fomc  for  us,  and  after  travelling  the  fpace  of 
a  league,  we  took  a  Very  curious  hatto,  with  two 
prifoners,  who  told  us  we  were  within  a  league  and 
a  half  of  the  little  town  of  Chiriquita,  and  that 
there  were  fix  hundred  men  in  it,  which  macle  us 
fcize  with  all  expedition  upon  as  much  viftuals  as  we 
could,  to  carry  it  to  the  place  where  we  had  left 
our  canoes ;  but,  in  our  return  thither,  we  found 
four  hundred  horfe  in  the  way,  whom  wc  fought 
with  all  along  retreating,  till  wc  came  to  the  fear  fide. 
They  challenged  us  again  and  again,  and  defied  us 
in  threatening  language  to  go  to  iheir  town,  which 

we 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BvcANiBRS,  6?r.  of  America.        175 

wc  did  not  fail  to  do  fome  days  after.  In  the  mean 
time  we  bore  away  for  the  Ifle  of  St.  John,  where . 
arriving  On  the  firft  of  January,  1686,  wc  found  our 
ihip  and  two  barks  at  anchor. 

CHAP.    III. 

Ybe  frUC'hoQten  voyage  to  the  Sotith-fea  in  i6S/>rf 

r\  N  the  fifth  of  January,  in  the  new  year,  we 
^^  parted  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
men  in  eight  canoes,  to  go  and  face  the  towns-men 
of  Chiriquita,  and  to  give  them  the  vifit  ihcy  had 
defied  us  to  do.  And  fo  it  was,  that  this  Ifland  of 
St.  John  being  about  twenty  leagues  from  them,  we 
went  afliore  on  the  fixth,  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock 
at  nigJu,  without  being  difcovered ;  but  as  wc  had 
no  guide  with  us,  wc  marched  on  till  daylight  with- 
out feeing  any  body.  We  hid  ourfclves  on  the  fe- 
vcnth  all  the  day  in  a  wood,  but  as  fooh  as  night 
approached,  we  came  out  and  put  on,  without  difco- 
vcring  arty  body*,  till  the  eighth  in  the  morning,  when 
wc  concealed  ourfelvcs  again  in  another  imall  wood, 
and  fpent  all  the  day  in  that  place,  during  which  time 
wccame  to  know  that  wehadmiftaken  ourmeafure«, 
l>y  going  afhore  on  that  fide  of  the  river,  whereas 
we  (hould  have  gone  on  the  other.  This  was  cold 
contort  to  people  fo  fatigued  as  we  were ;  however 
as  foon  as  it  was  night,  we  made  no  more  ado 
than  to  return  to  our  canoes,  wherein  we  paflcd  that 
river:  when  we  were  got  on  the  other  fide,  we 
took  the  town-watch,  by  whom  wc  were  informed, 
that  the  Spaniards  had  conveyed  away  all  their  effefts 
ijpon  our  being  at  their  hatto's. 

On  the  ninth  we  got  to  Chiriquita  two  hours  be- 
fore  day;  we  furprized  all   the  inhabitants,  who 
were  for  two  days  at  variJmce  with  one  another  about 
H  4,  going 
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going  the  rounds;  and,  after  \vc  had  fecured  onr 
prifoners,  we  told  them,  that  belonged  to  us,  and 
that  we  \vere  come  to  fpare.them  the  labour:  we 
furprized  alfo  their  court  of  guard,  where  they 
were  at  play,  and  as  foon  as  they  faw  us  amongfk 
them,  they  flew  to  their  arms  to  defend  themfelres, 
.  but  as  it  was  a  little  too  late,  weeafed  them  of  that 
trouble  alfo.  Of  them  we  learned  that  there  was 
a  fmall  frigate  up  the  river,  which  having  touched 
in  going  out  upon  a  bank  of  fand,  that  lay  at  tbe 
mouth  thereof,  was  forced  to  go  back,  and  fo  put 
the  provlfion,  which  was  her  lading,  alhbre.  A- 
bout  two  10  the  afternoon  we  perceived  fome  Spa- 
niards in  a  houfc  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town, 
which  made  us  fend  five  of  our  number  to  fetch 
them  out ;  but  when  we  drew  near,  thofe  whom  we 
had  feen,  having  (hewed  thcmfelves  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  draw  us  out,  difappearcd,  and  prc- 
fently  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  more  came  oat 
of  a  little  nook,  where  they  had  concealed  them* 
felves,  andbefetus  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  finding 
no  likelihood  of  efcaping,  we  refolvcd  never  to  be 
taken  alive,  but  to  fell  our  lives  as  dear  as  we  could  ; 
to  which  end  we  immediately  flood  back  to  back, 
that  we  might  face  the  enemy  every  way,  and  ia 
this  pofture  we  fought  them  above  an  hour  and  a 
half;  at  the  expiration  whereof,  there  being  no  more 
thaq  two  of  us  in  a  condition  to  fight,  God  was 
pleafcd  that  feme  of  our  men  who  where  upon  the 
guard  fliould  come  to  our  relief,  being  driven 
thither  by  the  filings ;  for  they  thought,  before  they 
heard  thefe  cries,  that  we  were  exercifing  ourfelvcs 
in  (hooting  at  a  mark.  When  the  enemy  faw  this  re- 
inforcement come,  they  made  fuch  haftc  to  go  away 
that  it  was  imppffible  to  overtake  them.  This  fuc- 
cour,  coming  in  fo  feafonably,  did  infallibly  fa ve  our 
lives  5  for  the  encpiy  havfng  already  killed  us  twa 
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men,  and  difabled  another,  it  was  impoflible  wc 
fhould  hold  out  againft  llich  a  (bower  of  ballets  as 
were  poured  in  upon  us  from  all  fides.  And  fo  I  may 
truly  fay,  I  efcapcd  a  fcouring,  and  that  without 
receiving  as  much  as  one  wound,  but  by  a  vifible 
hand  of  prote6\ion  from  heaven.  The  Spaniards  left 
thirty  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and  thus  we  defended  our- 
felves  as  defperate  men,  and  to  fay  all  in  a  word,  like 
Free  hooters. 

We  burnt  all  the  houfes  in  the  town  this  day,  lefl*, 
under  the  covert  of  them,  our  centinels  might  be 
furprized,  and  that  the  enemy  ipight  come  to  infulc 
us  in  the  night:  when  we  had  fo  done,  we  retired 
into  the  great  church,  where  they  durft  not  come  to 
attack  us,  but  contented  ihemfelves  to  give  us  fonie 
mufket- (hot  from  time  to  time,  and  that  from  a  great 
diftance. 

Chtriquita  isa  fmall  town  that  ft^nds  in  a  plain  of 
Savanas,  from  whence  the  fight  is  bounded  almoft 
every  way  with  no  other  than  fmall,  but  very  pleafant 
thickets :  there  are  feveral  rivulets  that  traverfeit  in 
divers  places,  and  afterward  gently  glide  inta  thafe 
Savanas  to  water  them.  It  is  furronnded  with  a  great 
many  hntto*s,  and  they  drive  no  other  trade,  but  ia 
tallow  and  leather:  the  port  or  embarking  place  be- 
longing to  it  is  on  a  pretty  large  river,  from  whence 
you  muft  afcend  about  a  league  to  come  at  it.  There 
is  but  one  way  to  come  in  at  its  mouth,  and  the 
Spaniards  themfelves  without  a  buoy  will  not  ven- 
ture to  entcF  it ;  there  are  three  ieagues  by  land  from 
this  embarking  place  to  the  town,  and  that  through 
fo  pleafant  a  way,  that  none  but  fuch  as  we  were 
could  be  ^^tary  of  if,  who  had  no  other  thoughts 
than  to  get  vi(fluals  to  fatisfy  our  hunger,  which 
bore  hard  upon  us,  when  we  were  going  to  take  this 
town,  having  eaten  nothing  from  the  fifth,  when  - 
we  left  our  veflcls,  till  the  ninth,  that  we  look  it. 
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On  ihc  teath  wc  left  the  place,  taking  our  prifon- 
ers  along  with  us,  to  wait  for  the  ranioming  of  them 
upon  an  iQand  that  is  within  the  fame  river,  making 
choice  rather  of  thefe  places  for  that  purpofe,  than 
ot  the  continent,  and  where  being  obliged  for  a 
long  time  to  (lay  for  the  money,  we  ihould  give  the 
Spaniards  thereby  an  opportunity  to  gather  all  their 
forces  together,  and  to  pay  us  all  at  once,  by  otct- 
powering  us  with  numbers;  whereas  thefe iflands  to 
which  they  could  not  come  any  other  way  than  ia 
fhallops,  and  that  openly,  put  us  out  of  care  to  reim- 
bark  according  to  the  noeafures  they  took  by  land. 
When  therefore  we  returned  to  our  canoes,  which 
waited  for  us  at  tlie  port  of  Chiriqulta,  we  fouod 
the  inhabitants  of  that  town  had  laid  an  ambufcade 
for  us,  but  we  beat  them  off,  and,  after  the  enemy 
had  quite  retired,  they  fent  us  a  perfon  to  demand 
their  prifoncrs,  whom  they  faid  they  would  recover, 
or  periih  in  the  attempt.  We  told  the  me/fengcr 
we  were  very  ready  to  give  them  up,  if  they  would 
come  and  meet  us  in  the  race  Savana  ta  take  tbem^ 
md  that,  if  they  -fired  one  fmgle  bullet  at  us,  thcf 
ihould  have  no  quarter,  which  fo  bumbled  their 
pride,  that  we  faw  no  more  of  them. 

As  foonas  we  were  got  to  the  foremen tloned  ifland 
we  fent  part  of  our  canoe^  to  lookufrer  the  cai^o 
of  the  fmall  frigate  which  theSpaniards  of  Chiriquita 
gave  us  information  of,  where  they  found  above  aa 
hundred  men  intrenched  ;  but  they  could  not  hinder 
our  men  from  poflelTing  ihemfelves  of  what  they 
went  in  fcarch  for.  Among  the  baggage  they  found 
fome  letter?,  that,  among  other  things,  gave  us  to 
underftand,  that  the  admiral  of  the  Peiu  fleet,  who 
was  returned  to  Lima,  had  been  burnt,  with  all 
her  cre\Y,  which  was  at  that  time  four  hundred  men, 
by  a  thunderbolt ;  and  this  was  fo  much  the  more 
furpriziog  and  admixable,  that  oo  man  living  could 
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remember  to  have  heard  any  thunder  in  that  coantry» 
DO  more  than  to  have  feen  it  rain. 

On  the  Sixteenth  the  ranfom  for  our  prifoners  came, 
and  after  we  had  fet  them  at  libeity,  we  returned 
aboard  our  (hip,  which  rid  then  at  anchor  at  St. 
John's  iiland.  On  the  twentieth  we  concluded 
among  ouifelves,  it  was  ncceffary  we  fhould  build 
large  periaugues,  feeing  we  could  make  no  farther  ufc 
of  our  (hip  for  want  of  fails,  and  we  bad  nothing 
left  to  make  them  with,  and  Aill  were  lefs  able  to 
take  (hips  from  the  Spaniards,  on  this  weftern  coaft, 
where  they  had  put  an- entire  ftop  to  their  navigation, 
fince  we  were  come  thither.  On  the  twcnty-fecond 
we  made  choice  of  tall  trees  to  make  our  canoes^ 
and  periaugues  of,  upon  the  banks  of  a  curious  river 
which  we  knew  to  be  in  the  ifland.^ 

On  the  twenty; feventh  we  defcried  fcven  fail  of 
fiiips  out  at  fea,  which  made  us  fit  out  five  canoes  to 
go  and  fee  what  they  were,  and,  as  we  doubled  one 
of  the  points  of  the  ifland,  we  difcerned  twelve 
periaugues  and  three  long  barks,  who  coafted  it  all 
along.  We  took  them  prefently  to  be  the  fleet  of 
Peru  that  was  come  in  queft  of  us ;  we  gave  our  men 
notice  of  it  without  delay^  and  at  the  fame  time  r^ 
folved  to  put  all  we  had  on  board  our  (hip  into  our 
bark,  and  to  go  into  that  river  where  our  docks 
were,  there  to  wait  the  coming  of  our  enemy,  where 
they  could  not  come  to  attack  us  without  lofmg  a^ 
great  Aaany  men.  This  projeft  we  put  forthwith 
in  execution,  and  after  we  had  abandoned  our  (hip, 
which  could  not  be  brought  into  that  river,  we 
ran  her  afhore,  left  the  Spaniards^(hould  have  any  be* 
nefit  of  it,  and  put  her  into  a  failing  condition,  be« 
iflg  very  well  afTured  of  ourfelves,  that  they  did 
not  want  fails,  as  we  did,  for  that  purpofe. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  our  ccniinels  came  to  give  us 

notice,,  that  fix  periaugues  plyed  along  the  (hore, 
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which  made  tis  at  the  fame  time  put  an  hundred  amf 
fifty  men  to  lie  in  ambufh  on  both  fides  the  river, 
and  then  we  fet  out  with  two  of  our  canoes,  from 
whence,  after  ue  had  feen  them,  we  feigned  to  go 
away,  by  going  back,  to  engage  tliem  to  give  us 
chate ;  but  they,  fufpe61:iDg  a  flratagem  in  the  cafe, 
bore  direftly  upon  our  (hip  that  was  run  ngronnd-, 
upon  which  they  fired  very  furioufly,  though  there 
was  none  left  within  it  but  only  a  poor  cat,  uhich. 
they  perceiving,  they  bravely  boarded,  and  burnt  her 
for  the  fake  of  the  iron-work  that  belonged  to  her, 
which  is  a  commodity  as  rare  as  it  h  dear  in  fon>e 
parts  of  Peru.  On  the  firft  of  February  the  Spanifli: 
fleet  failed  away,  and  left  us  at  eafe  to  finifti  oor 
work,  upon  whivh  we  fpent  the  remainder  of  the 
month. 

We  undeiftood  afterwards  that  the  admirat  of 
this  fleet  had  orders  to  put  fome  field-pieces  afhore, 
to  demoliih  ihofe  fortifications  which  they  thought 
we  had  made  upon  the  ifland,  being  induced  to  be- 
lieve it  was  fo  by  the  report  of  the  prifoners,  which 
we  fent  them,  made  of  our  intentions  5  we,  to  in>- 
pofe  upon  them,  having  aflced  whether  there  were 
«ny  mafons  among  them  that  cT>uld  do  our  work, 
and  fometimes  obliged  them  to  gWe  us  brick  for  their 
ranfom,  though  we  had  no  need  of  them.  There 
were  no  lefs  than  fourteen  of  our  men  died  in  the 
month  of  February, 

On  the  fourteenth  of  March  we  departed  from  the 
Ifle  of  St.  John  with  our  two  barks,  an  half  galley 
of  forty  oars,  ten  great  periaugues,  and  ten  fmall 
canoes,  all  built  of  mapou  timber,  except  our  two 
barks  :  we  gained  the  windvvarJ  point  of  the  ifland, 
to  take  a  review  of  "our  men,  and  found  ourftlves 
weaker  by  no  Icfs  than  thirty  perfons,  fince  our 
feparation  from  the  Etiglifli :  but  we  formed  a  de- 
fign  anew  at  tlK  fame  time  which  had  been  put  by 
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for  above  four  monihs,  which  was  to  go  and  lake 
the  (own  of  Granada,  diftant  now  from  us  about  two 
hundred  leagues.  To  effect  this  work,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  we  (hould  be  furnithed  with  provifion  where- 
with to  fubfift  us  during  the  voyage;  and  we  having 
none,  this  made  us  fend  away  our  half  galley  and 
four  canoes,  to  feck  for  fome  at  Pueblo  Nuevo, 
while  the  reft  of  the  company  went  to  tarry  for  us 
at  the  ifle  of  St.  Peter,  which  is  two  lengucs  to 
windward  of  the  river  Chiriquita,  and  to  fmifh 
Jbmewhat  that  was  ftill  wanting  ta  the  complete 
equipment  of  our  canoes. 

On  the  fixth  of  April,  about  three  hours  before 
daylight,  we  were  got  near  to  the  river  of  Pueblo 
Nuevo,  and  by  a  clear  light  of  the  moon  we  dif- 
cerned  a  fmail  frigate  at  its  mouth,  as  alfo  a  long 
bark,  and  a  pcriaugue.  We  came  within  piftolQiot 
of  them  as  fuppofing  them  to  be  our  EngliHi  free- 
booters, from  whom  we  had  feparated.  Bur  we 
found  ourfelves^  quickly  miftakcn,  for,  after  we  had 
haled  them,  they  anfwered  us  with  an  intire  volley 
of  great  and  fmall  (hot,  which  made  us  now  con- 
jefture  that  they  were,  and  it  was  too  true,  a  dei- 
tachmcnt  left  by  the  Spaniih  fleet  in  that  place,  when 
they  left  us  at  St.  John's  illand,  as  a  guard  to  two 
faiall  fhips,  which  we  knew  they  were  lading  with 
proviftons  at  the  port  of  this  town,  in  order  to 
tranfport  the  fame  to  Panama,  Our  miftake  was  the 
rcafon  that  we  had  twenty  men  difabled  to  fight, 
.by  this  firftdifcharge  of  the  enemy,  before  we  knew 
.well  where  we  were  ;  but,  after  we  were  a  little  re- 
covered of  the  furprize  this  adventure  put  us  to, 
we  fought  them  ftiffly  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours, 
though  we  had  the  ufe  of  no  other  arms  than  our 
fuzees,  and  not  one  cannon  to  difcharge  upon  them;; 
and  thcy^  on  their  part,  defended  themfelves  fo 
much  the  more  vigoroufly,    in  tli^t  they  believed 
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we,  nfter  fiich  a  fnrpiize  as  we  had  been  expofcd  tp> 
would  quickly  flackcn  our  courage,  and  give  way. 
They  did  all  they  could  to  make  ready  during  the 
fight,  but  we  hindered  them,  and  no  man  could 
appear  in  the  fhrouds,  but  we  brought  them  dowir, 
as  well  as  their  grenadiers,  from  their  round  tops. 
But,  finding  the  light  of  the  moon  now  gone,  we 
put  off  out  of  the  reach  of  their  cannon,  as  wcM  to 
take  care  of  our  wounded  men,  which  amounted  to 
thirty-three,  befides  four  who  were  killed  outright, 
as  to  wait  for  daylight,  in  order  to  terminate  this 
affair,  which  we  were  not  willing  to  leave  undecided. 
But  the  enemy  did  in  the  mean  time  retire  under  the 
covert  of  n  retrcnclvment  which,  1  have  faid  already, 
they  had  upon  the  banks  of  this  river,  where  the 
country  people,  who  had  heard  the  noife  of  the 
fight  in  the  night,  were  alfo  come,  which  made  us 
conclude,  that,  if  wc  went  to  attack  them  in  that 
place,  we  could  not  have  that  advantage  there,  we 
had  refolved  to  take  of  them  ;  fo  upon  approach  of 
day  we  fleered  our  courfe  to  go  and  rejoin  our  canoes 
at  the  iflc  of  St.  Peter,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
eighth. 

On  the  ninth  we  found  ourfelves  in  great  want  of 
viftuals,  having  now  nothing  at  all  to  eat ;  and  this 
put  us  hard  to  it,  more  efpccially  our  wounded  men, 
whom  we  fent  by  our  half  galley  (for  thdir  better 
convcniency)  on  board  our  two  barks,  whom  we  had 
appointed  to  rendezvouz  in  the  bay  of  Boca  del  Toro*. 
When  this  was  done,  we  went  a  (bore  to  a  town  tea 
leagues  to  leeward  of  Chiriquita,  where  finding  none^ 
we  left  it,  and  on  the  eleventh,  in  our  return  to  our 
canoes,  we  found,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  us  tinder  ^ 
the  languilhment  which  hunger  had  reduced  us  to^ 
a  regale  of  an  ambufcade  of  five  hundred  men  laid 
for  us,  againft  whom,  for  all  our  weaknefs,  we  made 
fo  good  a  defence,  that  we  obliged  them  to  leave  us 
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free  paflage,  byt  yet  not  without  the  lofs  of  two  of 
our  jnen.  We  went  on  board  in  the  evening,  to  go 
joiQ  our  barks  in  the  bay  of  Boca  del  Toro,  where 
We  arrived  the  thirteenth,  and  went  a  ihore,  fpend- 
ing  our  time  to  tlie  fixteeaih  in  hunting,  more* 
efpecially  for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  wounded  men ; 
^nd  here  we  found  the  fame  foit  of  deer  and  birds, 
as  I  have  taken  notice  of  in  our  paflage  over  tlie 
continent,  in  great  plenty. 

On  the  fame  day  we  departed  for  the  bay  of  Cal*', 
daira,  after  having  renewed  our  enterprize'upon  the 
little  town  of  Efparfo,  of  which  I  have  already 
fpoken.  On  the  19th,  being  arrived  in  the  bay,  we 
went  afhore  two  hours  before  dayl  ight,  and  reached 
the  town ;  about  eleven  in  the  morning  we  found 
the  place  was  in  2  manner  intireiy  abandoned  from  the 
time  we  had  taken  the  centinels,  who,  as  I  have 
already  obfcrved,  diverted  us  from  going  thither, 
by  the  account  they  gave  of  the  reinforcement  that 
was  come  to  them  from  Carthage:  however,  we  took 
fome  prifoners,  who  told  us  all  the  people  were  re- 
tired to  this  laft  town,  which  is  twenty-four  leagues 
olF;  fo  that,  fiading  oirr  endeavours  all  fruftrated, 
we  returned  on  the  twentieth  to  the  fea-iide,  to  rd* 
join  our  canoes. 

Efparfo  is  reckoned  to  be  three  leagues  diftant 
from  the  fea-fide,.  and  the  way  thither  very  bad  ; 
you  cannot  travel  the  length  of  a  gun-ftiot  in  even 
ground,  bat  the  fame  is  eyery*where  rugged,  and 
full  of  little  mountains  and  hills,  though  beyond 
them  the  country  appears  to  be  very  good  and  de- 
lightful. The  town  is  built  upon  aa  eminence,  from 
whence  one  ihay  eafily  fee  all  that  comes  in  and  goes 
out  df  the  bay  :  thi<  town  is  in  a  manner  encompaf- 
fed  wkh  a  rivulet  that  runs  round  it :  between  it 
and  Carthage  arc  very  corious  plains,  with  royal 
ways  made  through  tbeiD^  and  that  as  well  as  any  ia 
Europe. 
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Ox\  the  twcnty-firft  we  vi(fl called  oinfel pes  with  the 
fruit  of  a  bananery  in  this  bay,  wherein  our  two  barks 
came  to  join  us,  and  next  day  we  fummoned  oar 
people  aihore  upon  this  ifland,  as  well  to  confult  how 
we  (houlJ  attack  the  town  of  Granada,  which  we  had 
a  den<;n  upon,  as  to  take  an  account  of  what  powder 
they  haJ,  as  fe.iririg  many  of  them  might  ufe  it  ia 
hunilng :  here  we  cna(5\ed  orders  whereby  thofe  were 
con  Jem  tied  to  lofe  their  (hare  of  the  booty  got  in 
the  pi.iccj  th;it  fhould  be  found  guihy  of  cowar- 
dice, violence,  dt  unkennels,  difobedience,  theft,  and 
ilr.ig;^iing  from  the  mniu  body  without  orders* 
WIku  this  was  over,  we  left  Uic  bay  the  fame 
evening,  and  a  ftrong  cnfterly  wind  fui  prizing  us  ia 
the  night,  feparated  our  veflels  from  one  another  : 
at  break  of  day  we  told  thirteen  fail,  wherewith  Me 
were  amazed,  knowing  we  had  no  more  than  a  dozen-, 
and  this  made  us  give  our  canoes  the  fignal  to  chace^ 
as  well  as  we,  that  vcfTel  that  did.  not  belong  to  us; 
but,  when  we  had  continued  the  chacc  for  about 
an  hour's  time,  we  perceived  five  more  ;  and  having 
come  up  with  the  foremoft,  we  underflood  it  was 
captain  Townfley  come  from  the  coaft  of  AcapuKio: 
he  had  left  his  fliip  at  the  cape,  over-againft  die 
mouih  cf  the  bay,  where- we  had  been,  and  went 
with  his  five  canoes  to  find  outfome  bananes,  hav- 
ing very  little  provifion  on  board.  He  told  us  thst 
captain  David,  with  his  fleet,  was  on  the  fouthern 
coaA,  and  that  captain  Suarns^*  wiih  his  (hip,  was 
gone  to  the  Eaft-Indics. 

We,  finding  ourfelv^s  now  to  be  the  ftronger 
party,  called  to  mind  their  former  imperious  d«il- 
•  ings  with  us,  and,  to  (hew  our  refentment  of  it,  we 
made  him  and  his  men,  who  were  in  the  other  four 
canoes,  prifoaers:  we  boarded  hisTeffel  immediately, 
of  which  having  nfiade  ourfelves  mailers,  we'made^ 
fliam^of  taking  it  away.j  but  our  defign  being  only 

to. 
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to  frighten  them,  we  left  them  for  fome  time  under 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  danger  they  were  in. 
Then  we  let  the  captain  know  we  were  honeft^r 
men  than  he,  and  that,  though  we  had  the  upper 
hand,  yet  we  would  not  take  the  advantage  of  re- 
venging the  injuries  they  had,  done  us,  and  that  we 
vrould  put  him  and  his  men  in  pofTtilion  of  what 
we  had  taken  from  them  four  or  five  hours  before. 
This  moderation  which  we  cxercifed  towards  them, 
together  with  ihoir  being  informed  by  fome  of  our 
c^e^v  of  a  defignwe  had  upon  the  town  of  Gra- 
nada, engaged  them  to  defire  we  would  take  them 
in  to  be  oar  aflfociates  in  the  entcrprize ;  and,  they 
beinjg  an  hundred  and  fifteen  in  number,  we  readHy 
confented  t6  fuch  a  reinforcement  as  mult  needs  be 
ufeful  to  us. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  wc  departed  all  together, 
French  and  £ng4(h,  in  our  periaugues  aud  canoes, 
leaving  their  fliips  and  our  two  barks  under  the  co- 
vert of  Cape  Blanck,  which'  is  twenty  leagues  to 
windward  of  the  place  where  we  were  to  go  afliore, 
and  gave  orders  to  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  guard 
them,  to  fail  away  fix  days  after,  and  to  coaft  it  tpll 
they  cable  to  an  anchor  at  the  place  where  we  (hould 
'  leave  our  canoes. 

On  the  feventh  of  April  wfe  went  afhore  on  a  flat 
coafV,  to  the  number  of  three  hurvdred  and  forty- 
five  men,  under  the  conduft  of  a  very  good  guide, 
who  led  us  crofs  a  wood  that  we  might  not  be  dif- 
covered.  Wc  mirched  on  night  and  day  till  the  ninth, 
but,  notwithftanding  all  the  precaution  we  took,  we 
could  not  hinder  our  being  difcovered  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Granada,  who  were  fifhinginariv^r 
about  fifteen  leagues  off;  and,  though  they  made 
all  the  hafte  they  could  to  adveriifc  the  Spaniards  of 
our  march,  they  could  not  have  been  there  time 
caough  to  have  given  the  people  notice  to  remove  aJl 
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their  cffefls,  confidering  the  expedition  we  ufcd  to 
follow  ihetn,  had  not  tliey  had  fuDhappily  upon  our 
account)  notice  given  them  of  us  three  weeks  be- 
fore by  the  inhabitants  of  Efparfo,  who  having  fecn 
the  great  number  of  canoes  we  had,  as  we  pafled  by 
there,  grew  fufpicious  of  our  defign. 

The  latigue  we  had  undergone  during  onr  march, 
together  with  the  (harp  hunger  that    prelled    us, 
obliged  us  to  halt  and  reft  the  ninth  in  the  evening, 
in  a  great  fugar-plantation,  that  is  about  four  leagues 
diAant  from  Granada,  and  was  in  our  way  thither. 
It  belonged  to  a  kfiightof  St.  James's,  whom^  upon 
our  arrival,  we  failed  to  take  prifoner,  our  legs  being 
at  that  lime  much  more  difpofed  to  reft,  than  to 
run  after  him.  On  the  tenth  we  fet  out,  and,  upoa 
our  approach  near  the  town,  we  obferved  an  emi- 
nence above  it  about  d  league  of^  and  two  (hips  upon 
the  lake  of  Nicaragua,  that  carried,  as  we  were 
iince  informed,  all  the  wealth  q(  the  town  into  aa 
ifland  two  leagues  off.  We  took  a  prifoner  in  a  vA* 
lage  that  was  in  our  way,  who  told  us  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  had  intrenched  themfdves  upon 
the  place  of  arms,  and  compafled  it  with  a  ftrong 
wall,  fmce  our  quarter-mafler,  who  had  run  away 
to  them,  had  given  information,  that  we  defigned  to 
come  amongft  them  :  he  told  us  farther,  that  that 
place  was  guarded  with  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  fix  patereroes ;  and  laftly,  that  they  bad  de- 
tached fix  troops  of  horfe  to  attack  our  rear,  while 
our  front  fhould  be  engaged  with  the  Spaniards,  if 
fo  be  we  (hould  come  up  to  them. 

Thi5  information,  which  doubtlefs  would  have 
terrified  any  other  but  freebooters,  did  not  retard 
our  defign  one  minute,  nor  hinder  us.  About  two 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  we  came  up  to  the 
town,  w^here,  at  one  entrance  into  the  fuburbs,  we 
met  wiih  a  ftrong  party  lying  in  ambufti  for  us, 

whom^ 
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'whom,  after  an  hour's  engagement,  we  fell  with 
that  fury  on,  that  we  made  our  way  over  all  their 
bellies,  with  the  lofs  only  of  one  man  on  our  own 
lide,  and  from  thence  entered  the  town,  where  we 
made  an  halt  .to  wait  for  the  anfwer  of  fcveral  of 
our  company,  whom  we  had  detached  to  go  round, 
and  take  obfervation  of  a  fort  which  we  faw  in  a 
direft  line  from  the  flreet  by  which  we  entered. 
Prcfenriy  after  came  a  party  to  inform  us,  that  it  was 
a  fquare  fort,  and  that,  bcfides  the  ftreet  we  were  in, 
they  had  alfo  obferved  three  more,  that  looked  out 
to  the  other  three  fides  of  that  fort,  by  which  the 
enemy  could  difcover  whatever  came  towards  them 
through  thofe  avenues,  which  were,  moreover,  all 
commanded  by  their  cannon  and  fmall  arms. 

We  were  not  long  in  debate  what  we  fliould  do ; 
•we  could  eafilv  fee  we  were  too  few  to  make  our 
attacks  by  tho(c  different  ways  all  at  a  time.  Where* 
fore,  after  we  had  got  together  all  thofe  whom  we 
bad  fent  out  to  fcoiit,  who,  for  fome  time,  had  been 
detained  by  fome  light  flcirmiflies,  we  madeourfelves 
ready  to  fell  on  through  that  ftreet  atone  where  we 
then  were ;  and  it  is  well  we  did  fo,  for  if  we  hai 
difpcrfed  ourfelves  through  the  others,  the  horfe, 
which  were  in  the  rear  of  us,  and  obferved  our 
motion,  would  not  have  failed  to  hem  us  in,  which 
they  durft  not  do  while  we  kept  all  together. 

After  we  had  exhorted  one  another  to  fall  ofi 
bravely,  we  advanced  a  round  place  towards  thefaid 
fortification  :  as  foon  as  the  defendants  faw  us  within 
a  good  cannon-(hot  of  them,  they  fired  furioufly 
upon  us ;  but  obferving,  that,  at  every  difcharge  of 
their  great  guns,  we  falured  them  down  to  the 
ground,  in  order  to  let  their  fhot  fly  over  us,  they 
bethodght  themfelves  of  falfe  priming  them,  to  the 
end  we  might  raife  our  bodies  after  the  (ham  was 
over,  and  To  be  reaUy  furprized  with  their  true 

firing. 
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firing.  *  As  foon  as  ve  difcovered  this  ftiiatagem, 
we  ranged  ourfelves  along  the  houfes  ;  and  having 
got  upon  a  little  afcent,  which  was  a  garden- plat,  we 
fired  upon  them  from  thence  fo  openly  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  that  they  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
ground,  to  which  onr  hardy  boys,  who  were  got  to 
the  foot  of  their  walls,  contributed  yet  even  inore 
than  the  other,  by  pouring  in  hand  granadoes  xn- 
ceflantly  upon  thtra,  fo  that  at  laft  they  betook 
therafelves  to  the  great  church,  or  tower ;  but  they 
wounded  us  fome  men :  as  foon  as  our  people,  ^'ho 
had  got  upon  the  fame  eminence,  perceived  that  the 
enemy  fled,  they  called  to  us  to  jump  over  the  walls, 
which  we  had  no  fooner  done,  but  they  followed 
us  :  and  thus  it  was  that  we  made  ourfelves  mafters 
of  their  place  of  arms,  and  confequently  of  the  town, 
from  whence  they  fled,  after  having  left  a  great 
many  men..  AVe  had  on  our  fide  but  four  meni 
killed,  and  eight  wounded^  which,  in  truth,  was 
very  cheap  :  when  we  got  into  the  fort,  we  found 
it  to  be  a  place  capable  of  containing  fix  thoufand 
fighting  men ;  it  was  cncompafTed  with  a  wall,  the 
fame  as  our  prifooers  gave  us  an  account  of.  It  was 
pierced  with  many  holes,  to  do  execution  upon  the 
afHiiiants,  and  was  weH  ftored  with  arms.  That 
part  of  it  which  looked  towards  the  flreet,  through 
which  we  attacked  it,  was  defended  by  two  [weccs 

*of  cannon,  and  four  patereroes,  to  fay  nothing  of 
fcvernl  other  places  made  too  open  in  the  waM, 
through  which  they  thru  ft  inftruments  made  oft 
purpofe,  to  bi  eak  the  legs  of  thofe  that  (hould  be  fi> 
adventurous  as  to  come  near  it ;  but  thefe,.  by  the 
help  of  our  grenadiers,  we  rendered  ufelefs  to  them. 
Afttr  we  had  fiing  TV  Deum  in  the  great  chuich, 

•^nd  fet  four  centintls  in  the  tower,  we  fished  our 
couit  of  guard  in  the  Ilrong-built  houfes,  that  are 
alio  eaclolcd  within  the  place  of  arms,   and  thene 

gathered 
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gathered  all  the  aramnnition  wc  could  get:  then 
we  went  to  vifit  the  houfcs,  wherein  we  found  no- 
thing but  a  few  goods,  and  fome  provifion,  which 
we  earned  iniQ  our  court  of  guard. 

Next  day  in  the  evening  we  detached  a  pnrty  of 
an  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  go  and  find  out  fome 
women   that  we  might  put  them  to  ranfom,  and 
fome  booty  which  we  were  told  they  had  in  the 
fugar-plantation  a  league  ofiT  of  the  city  :  but  they 
were  gone  by  the  time  we  got  thither,  as  not  be- 
lieving themielves  fafe  in   that  place,  fo  that  our 
party  came  back  re  infe^a.     The  fame  day  we  fent 
a   prifoner  to  the  Spaniards,    to  require  them  to 
ranfom  the  town,  or  clfe  we  would  burn  it;  where- 
upon they  fent  a  monk  to  treat  with  us,  whofaid  the 
officers  and  inhabitants  were*  in  confultaiion  about 
it,  but  that  one  of  our  men  whom  they  had  taken 
as  he  lagged  behind,  through  wearincfs  upon  the 
road,  without  the  officer,  that  brought  up  our  rear, 
having  taken  notice  of  it,  affured  them  we  would 
not  burn  it,  becaufe  our  defign  was  to  pal^  fome 
months  after  to  the  North-fca,  by  the  lake  there, 
and  to  furnini  ourfelves  in  this  town  with  neceffaries 
for  our  journey,  which  we  fhould  not  meet  with  if 
we  fired  the  place  :  fo  that  the  faid  man  having 
given  them  fuch  afTurance,  they  would  no  longer 
trouble  themfelves  about  giving  an  anfwer  to  the 
propofid  we  had  made  for  their  ranfoming  the  town, 
which  at  laft  conftrained  fome  of  us  to  fct  fire  to  the- 
houfes,  out  of  mere  fpight  and  revenge. 

The  opportunity,  which  now  offered  itfelf  unto 
i^  of  pa/Gng  through  the.  lake  to  the  North-fen,  was 
not  at  this  time  over  favourable,  and  we  fhould  not 
have  failed  to  make  ufe  of  it,  if  we  had  had  canoes,  ^ 
ready  in  this  place  to  go  and  take  two  fliips,  aniipF 
the  wealth  of  the  town,  which  the  inhabitants  hag^ 
carried,  for  the  better  fecuring  of  tliem,  into  th9 

ifland, 
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idand,  which  I  have  already  faid  was  in  the  iaid  lake  ; 
which  would  have  put  a  full  end  unto  the  tronbie 
we  had  been  in  from  the  time  we  failed  of  fcmng 
the  flora  before  Panama ;  but  the  term  of  dangers 
and  miferieSy  which  our  defliny  had  Aill'in  flore  for 
us,  being  not  yet  come,  we  could  not  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to  get  ouc 
of  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  which,  though  very 
charming  and  agreeable  to  thofe  who  are  fettled 
there,  yet  did  not  appear  to  be  fo  to  an  handful  oF 
men,  as  wc  were,  without  (hipping,  the  moft  part 
of  our  time  without  vi£luals,  and  wandering  amidft 
a  multitude  of  enemies,  againft  whom  we  were 
obliged  to  be  continually  upon  our  guard,  and  who 
did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  deprive  us  of  fub- 
(iftcnce. 

Granada  is  a  large  and  fpacious  town,  fituated 
in  a  bottom,  inclined  to  the  coaft  of  the  South-fea, 
whofe  •  churches  are  very  (lately,  and  houfes  well 
enough  built :  they  have  feveral  religious  houfes 
there,  both  of  men  and  women  :  the  great  church 
ftands  at  one  of  the  ends  of  the  place  of  arms ;  the 
country  thereabouts  is  very  deftituie  of  water,  they 
having  no  other  there  than  only  the  lake  of 
Nicaragua,  upon  the  fide  whereof  the  city  is  buUr, 
and  round  about  which  you  may  fee  a  great  many 
fine  fugar- plantations,  which  are  more  like  fo  many 
villages,  than  fingle  houfes,  and,  among  the  reflr. 
Is  that  belonging  to  the  knight  of  St.  James's, 
where  we  lay  in  our  march  to  the  town,  where 
there  is  a  very  pretty  and  rich  church. 

On  the  tenth  we  lett  the  city,  and  took  along  with 
ns  one  piece  of  cannoii,  with  four  patereroes,  as  not 
queflioning  but  we  ihould  meet  with  oppo(jtion  in 

ur  way,  before  we  came   to  the.  fea-fide,    from 
which  wc  were  near  twenty  leagues  diftant,  and 
therein  wc  were  not  deceived  ;    feeing  the  Spa- 
3  niards 
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niards  waited  for  us,  to  the  number  of  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men,  within  a  quarter  of  a  league 
of  the  town,  and  prcfently  charged  us :  but,  not 
dreaming  that  we  had  brought  any  of  their  artillery 
along  with  us,  they  were  fo  terrified  'when  we  had 
fired  two  cannon  (hot  upon  their  firft  ambufcade, 
that  they  left  us  a  free  pafllige  in  this  place  only ; 
for,  though  they  faw  a  great  many  of  their  mea 
fprawling  upon  the  ground,   they  ceafed  not  all  the 
^vay  at  certain  diftances  to  lay  new  ambufhes  for  us, 
where  they  had  no  more  fuccefs  than  at  firft.     We 
took  one  of  them  prifoners,  who  told  us,  there  was 
a  million  and  a  half  of  pieces  of  eight  long  /ince 
ordered  for  the  ranfoming  of  their  town,  in  cafe  the 
fame  fliould  be  taken,  and  that  the  fame  was  buried 
in  the  wall,  fo  as  that  it  could  not  be  feen  :  but  we 
had  no  inclination  to  /»o  back  in  fearch  of  this  mo- 
ney, feeing  we  found  difficulty  enough  to  rid  our- 
felves  out  of  the  hands  of  fo  confiderable  a  num- 
ber of  enemies  as  we  had  already  to  deal  with. 

We  were  forced  that  evening  to  leave  our  cnnnon 
behind  us,  after  we  had  firft  nailed  them  up,  for  the 
oxen  that  drew  them  were  dead  for  want  of  water, 
having  travelled  feveral  leagues  through  very  great 
heats,  without  one  drop  of  water,  and  through 
fuch  a  duft,  as  choakcd  both  man  and  bcaft.  But 
we  referved  our  patereroes  which  were  carried  by 
nvules,  who  could  better  bear  this  inconveniency. 
At  laft  we  lay  in  a  very  pretty  village,  called  Maflaya, 
that  ftands  upon  the  fide  of  the  lake,  but  from 
hence  to  the  water  there  is  fo  great  a  dcfcent,  that 
a  man  of  full  growth  appears  to  be  no  bigger  than 
a  child :  we  were  received  by  the  Indians  in  this 
place  with  open  arms,  but  the  Spaniards  that  had 
retired  thither,  knowing  the  extreme  thirft  where- 
with we  were  affliftcd,  had  fpoiled  all  the  water 
that  was  in  the  village,  hoping  thereby  to  reduce  us 

to 
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to  fuch  ncccffity,  that  we  might  go  by  night  to 
diiok  to  the  lake,  that  fo  they  might  lay  fome 
ambiith  for  us:  but  thefe  lodlans,  that  came  to 
meet  and  pray  us  not  to  burn  their  village,  remedied 
this  evil,  in  afluring  us,  they  would  fupply  us 
with  whatever  we  had  occafioo  for,  as  long  as  we 
flaid  there,  and  particularly  with  water.  Taken 
with  this  their  fubmiffion,  we  granted  them  their 
rcqueft  fo  much  the  more  willingly,  feeing  they 
gave  us  to  underftand  upon  fcveral  occafiocs,  that 
they  were  more  our  friends,  than  they  were  the 
Spaniards. 

All  thefe  Indians  arc  a  mlferablc  people,  whom 
the  Spaniards  endeavour  to  reduce  and  bring  un- 
der  their   fubjeiflioa  by  little  and  little,    with    a 
feigned  gentlenefs  praftifcd  towards  them,  to  make 
them  forgetful  of  ihofe  cruelties  and  tyrannies  they 
had' heretofore  exercifed  in  thofe  parts,  and  which 
they  are  not  wanting  ftill  to  keep  in  remembrance. 
They  have,  at   pre  fen  t,   a  pretty  number  of  them 
there,  whom  they  have  enticed  down  from  thofe 
mountaius    where   they    had    taken    refuge,    and 
brought   them  to  fubmic  in  this  manner.     They 
have  given   them  pbces   to   build   boroughs  and 
villages  upon,  but  all  their  labour  redounds  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Spaniards  ;  fo  that,  being  ufcd  as 
flaves  by  them,  they  are  fo  weary  of  their  dominion, 
and  the  barbarity  (hewed  them,  by  being  made  ufe 
of  as  pailifadoes  by  the  Spaniards  when  they  fight 
us,  that  if  we  had  been  people  fit  to  receive  them, 
as  often  as  they  made  an  offer  to  take  our  parts,  v^e 
fhould  have  formed  a  very  conCderable  army  ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that,  if  they  had  but  arms  and  pro- 
teftion,  they  would  have  infallibly  ftiaken  off  the 
yoke  of   their  pitiful  mafters/  being  three  times 
mdre  in  number  than  they. 
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We  refted  only  one  day  in  this  place  to  refrefli 
Our  wounded  men,  ^yhere  two  died  of  the  cramp^ 
which  contrafted  all  their  nerves  ;  thi?  is  (o  malig- 
Biant  a  diftcmper  in  this  country,  that,  when  it 
feizes  upon  a  ftranger  that  is  wounded,  it  wHl  cer- 
tainly kill  him :  this  fame  day  came  a  father  to  us 
from  the  Spaniards,  to  redema'nd  another  father 
from  us,  who  was  one-  of  our  prifoners,  who  had 
taken  up  arms  agamft  us^  and  had  his  pockets  full 
of  poifoned  bullets :  we  required  in  exchange  for 
him  one  of  our  men,  whom  they  had  taken,  which 
they  wouhl  by  no  means  a^  ree  to  ;  fo  that  we 
carried  ths  latter  along  with  \:s  as  far  as  the  fea- 
fide. 

On  the  feventeenth  we  left  this  borough,  and  lay  in 
another  place  three  lea[»ues  beyond  it,  from  whence 
we  paflcd  next  day,  anJ,  as  we  came  out  of  a  fo- 
reft  to  enter  into  a  plain,  we  difcovered  five  hun- 
dred men  upon  an  afcent,  waiting  for  our  coming, 
commanded  by  the  above-mentioned  Catalonian 
quarter- mafler  that  had  defertednis:  they  had  put 
up  bloody  colours,  to  fignify  they  would  give  no 
quarter,  which  obliged  us  to  lay  by  our  white  co- 
lours, and  difplay  our  red  as  well  as  they.  We 
marched  diredtiy  to  the  place  where  they  were 
wiihout  flopping,  though  they  fired  vciy  thick 
upon  us,  and,  when  we  came  within  mulket- 
fhot,  we  detached  our  van-guard  to  beat  them  off 
their  ground,  which  they  did  with  wonderful  bra- 
very; here  we  took  about  fifty  borfes  :  the  enemy, 
in  their  flight,  cowardly  left  part  of  their  arras  be- 
hind them,  befides  their  dead  and  wounded  men, 
by  which  lafl  we  underflood  that  thefe  people  were 
,the  reinforcement  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Leon  had  fent  to  the  afliftance  of  Granada 
againA  us,  and  vvho  were  returned  heme. 

Vol.  II.  X      I  .  Afccr 
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After  we  had  refted  abcmt  an  hoar,  we  continned 
our  march  and  lay  at  a  little  town  which  the  in- 
habitants had  fbrfakcn.  On  the  nineteendi  we  lay  in  c 
hatto,  and  the  next  day  in  an  Eftantia,  where  we 
reded  fome  days  to  refrdh  onrfelres,  and  to  fait  oor 
provifioos  to  carry  on  board  our  (hips^  where  wc 
knew  very  well  there  could  be  no  visuals  left.  I 
always  went  befofe  with  an  advanced  party  of  fifty 
men,  to  go  and  iuform  thofe  who  looked  after  •ur 
▼effels  with  oar  return.  On  the  twenty- fiKth  the  reft 
of  our  men  came  to  the  fea-fide,  where  we  re* 
Bnbarked  all  together,  and  underftood  that  four  of 
onr  men,  wounded  in  the  fight  at  Puebb  Vicgo^ 
were  dead,  but  more  for  want  of  fufleoance  thaa 
Hieir  wounds. 

On  the  twenty-fcventh  we  failed  for  Realeguo,  and 
on  the  twenty-eighth  anchored  in  that  port,  where, 
upon  our  going  aftiore,  the  centinels  of  Pueblo  Vicgo 
difcovered  us,  but  that  did  not  hinder  us  to  proceed 
and  arrive  at  the  place  about  noon :  the  Spaniards, 
who  had  heard  of  our  coming,  fled  every-where;  but 
the  heats  are  fo  exceffi  ve  in  thcfe  parts,  that  you  cannot 
tra^-el  there  this  time  of  day ;  and  this  made  us  go 
and  fee  rather  for  fome  (hade  or  tufts  of  grafs  wbereofi 
to  fet  our  feet,  than  to  run  after  the  enemy :  how- 
ever we  took  fome  prifoners.  We  tarried  there  but 
two  days,  and  after  we  had  gathered  as  much  pro- 
vifion  as  we  could  find  in  the  houfes,  we  fent  out  a 
party  to  fee  for  fome  horfes,  whereof  they  brought 
us  an  hundred  ;  we  departed  on  the  firft  of  May, 
and  carried  our  provifion  to  the  river-fide  at  Re- 
aleguo, where  our  canoes  were,  who  carried  the 
fame  afterwards  on  board  our  (hips,  while  we  went 
out  to  fcek  for  more,  thatfo  we  might  get  together 
a  good  quantity,  and  not  be  obliged  to  coofume  it 
as  we  brought  it  in. 
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Oa  the  fecond  we  u^eiit  to  a  fugai--fdantiti0Q  to 
fetdioff  fix  cauldrons,  which  we  brought  awty  iD^xc 
day,  and  on  the  fourth  fet  out  for  a  borough  two 
ies^jucs  from  Realeguo,  which  they  call  Gidaadego^ 
wMcfa  fome  of  the  inhabitants  a  few  days  before 
prayed  as  by  way  of  raillery  to  go  and  vilit,  aa 
thinking  themfelvts  ft^ciendy  fecured  by  a  r^ 
treochment  caft  up  at  the  avenue  leading  to  it,  add 
chat  was  defended  by  two  hundred  men  :  we  got 
ti^tber  on  the  fifth,  by  break  of  day  ;  but,  bting 
difcovered  by  the  centioel,  he  carried  the  Spasittrda 
totlce  thereof,  who  give  us  no  occafion  to  defire 
them  to  quit  it,  after  they  had  given  us  a  few 
nkutquet-fliot ;  fo  that,  to  punifh  their  rhodoMon* 
tadesy  we  burnt  the  place  down  to  the  ground :  we 
aook  one  of  their  people  prifoner,  by  whom  we  un- 
dcrftood  that  the  corridor  of  Leon,  who  was  very 
defirous  to  drive  us  away  from  that  coaft,  had  or- 
dered all  the  T^iiients,  as  food  as  we  got  to  any  pkicet 
to  bum  all  the  provifHm  they  had,  which  to  out 
forrow  was  hut  too  well  executed,  not  only  herc» 
but  every-where  elfe,  and  was  the  eaufe  alfo  of  that 
liunger  and  extraordinary  toil  which  we  were  forced 
to  endure  in  thefe  feas,  as  long  as  we  fbld  there. 

The  fame  day  about  noon  came  about  eight 
hundred  men  into  a  Savana  from  Leon  to  fight 
us;  the  centinets,  which  we  had  placed  on  the 
t^  of  the  fleeple,  rung  the  alarum-bell  to  give  ua 
notice  to  get  together,  and  comt  out  of  the  houfes 
where  we  were  difperfed ;  whereupon  we  marched 
in  a  body  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  red 
colours,  to  fight  them ;  but  as  they  could  not  eiidure 
to  let  us  come  within  molquet  (hot  of  them,  for 
they  fled  without  any  more  ado,  we  were  obliged  to 
retire,  and  on  the  fjxth  weut  away  to  go  on  board 
our  fhips,  which  we  careened  next  day,  as  we  aUb 
cleaned  our  canocs« 
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<  On  the  ninth  we  had  n  canfalcation  together,  aboat 
•what  way  we  fliould  take,  and  here  we  found  onr- 
felves  of  two  opinions ;  one  party  was  for  going  up 
■before  Panama,  being  in  hopes  they  had  begun  their 
navigation  again,  as  knowing  we  were  lar  enoogfa 
from  them ;  but  the  re/l  reprefeated,  that  many 
times  they  had  fuch  years  on  that  coaft,  whereof 
that  might  be  one  of  them,  that  eight  months 
^thereof  was  fed  weather,  in  refpeil  toexcefCve  rains 
and  fontherly  winds  which  reign  there,  and  that 
therefore  it  would  be  more  adtrifeabte  to  go  lower 

-weAward,  and  winter  upon  fome  iOand  or  other, 
vand  there  to  wait  for  fair  weather. 

Now  thefc  different  fcntiments  were  purfucd  by 
-vns,  and,  every  man  having  made  choice  of  his  fide, 
>next  day  oar  furgeons  had  orders  to  give  in  an 
account  of  thofe  among  the  wounded,  who  were 
-crippled,  to  the  end  we  might  make-tbem  fetisfac- 
tion  before  we  divided.  They  told  us  we  had  four 
men  crippled,  and  fiK  hurt,  to  which  we  gave  fix 
hundred  pieces  of  eight  a  man,  and  a  thoufend  to 
thofe  that  were  crippled,  as  it  was  our  conftant 
cuAom  in  thofe  feas ;  and  it  was  exaAly  all  the  mo- 
ney we  had  got  t<^ether,  that  was  applied  to  that 

'ufe :  we  made  a  divifion  of  the  barks  and  canoes  on 
the  twelfth,  and  found  ourfelves  to  be  an  hundred 
and  forty-eight  French  men,  ready  to  go  up  towards 
Panama  (without  comprehending  the  Englifh  under 
captain  Townfiey)  and  the  fame  number  of  French 
failed  alio  to  the  weftward.  Next  day  our  provifion 
was  ihared  amongfl  us,  and  now  it  was  that  we 
divided  into  two  parts  ;  thofe  wh#  were  for  the 
weftward   put   themfelvcs   under   the  conduft   of 

■  cnptain  Grognct,  and  we,  that  were  bound  for 
Panama,  were  commanded  by  captain  Townfl^, 
and  then  we  went  to  anchor  at  an  ifland,  half  a 
league  diflant  from  that  we  left,  to  take  in  water 

and 
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>ncl  wood:  on  the  fikteenth  captain  Grognct  font 
his  quarter- maftcr  to  defire  us  to  put  none  of  our 
prifoners  afhore,  for  fear  ihey  (hould  give  thd 
8panWds  notice  of  our  feparatioD,  for,  as  he  had  ^ 
defign  to  make  a  defcent  upon  them,  he  was  appre* 
heniive  that  fucfa  a  difcovery  would  make  them  more 
refolare  and  hardy  to  oppofc  ihcm. 

On  the  ninereenth  we  made  ready,  and  failed  for 
Panama  with  captain  Townfley's  (hip  and  on6 
bark :  we  fteered  E.  S.  E.  to  S.  S.  E.  and  to  S.  S. 
W.  till  midnight,  when  we  were  overtaken  with  a 
ftbrro,  which  made  us  lie  by  till  the  twentieth  at  noon> 
when  the  weather  proved  fair,  then  we  fteered  E.  S.  E. 
to  the  twenty-third,  wheo  we  an(;hored  in  the  bay  of 
Colebra  to  take  in  water.  We  fpent  that  day  there 
to  take  tortoifcs,  which  are  to  be  found  in  great 
numbers  ir>  that  little  bay :  they  are  of  different 
/izes,  and  we  found  one  fort  of  them  fo  larger  that 
one  was  enough  for  fifty  perfons  to  feed  upon  in  a 
day.  On  the  twenty-fourth  we  put  an  hundred  and 
fifty  men  afhore,  in  order  to  find  out  feme  town  or 
borough,  we  having  no  gnide  with  us  that  knew 
ihiscountry;  and,  after  we  had  walked  a  league  or 
thereabouts;  we  aRghted  upon'riirce  hatto's  very 
near  one  another,  where  finding  edibles  enough,  we 
ftaid  till  the  twenty-fixth,  when  we  returned  on 
board  ;  then  captain  Townfley  propofed  we  (bould 
|p>  and  take  the  town  of  Villia,  which  is  thirty  leagues 
to  leeward  of  Panama,  to  which  all  of  us  agreed, 
and  that  evening  we  weighed,  having  a  wind  blow- 
ing from  the  land,  which  ferved  us  till  the  twenty- 
feventh  at  noon,  when  it  blew  very  hard  from  the 
ibuth-eafV,  accompanied  with  rain  till  the  twenty- 
eighth  in  the  evening,  when  it  began  to  allay ;  we 
.were  favoured  all  the  twenty-ninth  with  a  wefterly 
wind,  and  that  evening  were  brought  in  fight  oif 
Cape  Blanch.  On  the  thirtieth  the  weather  was  fair 
I  3  enough  > 
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cnoDgh ;  hut  CA  the  tfairtjp-flrftt  two  hoars  beforf 
daylight,  it  grew  very  boifteroas,  fi>.  th^t  we  were 
forced  to  put  io  for  that  cape ;  w^  bad  a  ihooder- 
bolt  fell  upoQ  the  end  of  oqr  great  iail-yard,  which 
cKd  no  more  t^aa  crack  it :  haviog  moderate  wea- 
ther £A  the  firft  of  June,  we  ftcer^  eaft-ibuih  eaft» 
and  next  day  abipot  noon  had  a  fight  of  kod ;  bpt 
it  was  fe  hazy,  that  we  could  npt  tell  where  we  wiore : 
however  we  fteered  eaft  by  foQth-eaft,  to  come  aear. 
The  weather  being  now  fomewhat  cleared  upw 
ve  found  we  were  between  the  bay  of  Boca  dA 
Toro,  and  the  point  called  Bartoa,  when  we  fiiiloi 
fouth  and  by  fouth-eafl;,  to  put  Ofit  to  fea,  and  then 
bore  to  the  north-eaft,  that  we  miglvt  reach  the  ifle 
9^  St.  John  de  Cu^blo. 

On  the  feveoth  we  put  in  at  the  i(ki  of  Montofiw  fix 
leagues  to  the  (buthward  of  that  of  S|.  Jdan  t  we 
(eto^t  three  canoa,  with  which  we  (oaied  roujMl 
about  this  bft,  and  our  (hips  ancti|pced  at  asp«b«r 
Utile  iQaa4»  which,  is  half  a  league,  lai  ^  e«ftt 
whik  we  were  going  round  St.  Jqhu'e  tfland  i^ 
9ur  cavoes,  wo  found  nothk^  there  but  ope  of  imr 
fxiS9s^%,  wJuihaaing made  Us  ef<;a|#  ffom  us  when 
we  were  these,  and,  being  not  able  ro geiio ^ 
foniin^nt>  returned  to  us :  on  th^  tenth  we  went 
lotck  to  our  (hips,  and  next  day  took  in  oar  Acre  ef 
water  and  wood,  and  deasdd  our  ihips :  thef e  aro& 
the  fucceedtng  night  a,  nnrih.  wind  that  sose  our  09^ 
]Urs,  and  made  us  think  we  (bMid  be  thrown  aflnore ; 
but,  as  gdod  hick  wo|ild  b^ye  '^  if  eamnabofut,  aa4 
§ave  us  an  opportunity  ta  make  ready,  and  to  caJft 
i^hor  ferther  horn  tl»  fbere.  By  the  ^vwur  of  the 
%htning  we  difooncered  our  caaof^  and  found  tbdr 
fopf s  alio  broken*  and  that  the  wayaa  weae  duK»w- 
iag  them  aihore  aUb,  unkfe  we  had  fiwed  them, 
tiiciugh  we  oonU  not  hiadev  one  of  d»mfron\hmng 
flavedlopificeai. 

On 
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Oq  the  thirteenth  we  mAde  ready^  and  (ailed  for  It 
Villia  with  a  weft-fouth  v^eft  wuid,  made  land  oq 
the  fifteenth,  and  knew  it  to  be  the  cape  called  Mora 
a  Puercos;  thea  we  bore  off  to  fea  with  a  hard 
wind  till  the  evening,  when  the  weather  grew  fo  very 
bady  that  we  did  noUiing  till  the  eighteenth,  but  let 
our  (hips  drive  with  a  fouth-weft  wind,  having  ter- 
rible rain  all  the  while  till  noon,  when  the  wca.- 
thcrgrew  better;  and,  bdng  cleared  up,  we  dif- 
cerned  three  rocks,  which  arc  called  the  lliree  Bror 
thcrs,  Aanding  three  leagues  to  leeward  of  the  bay  of 
Villia,  whither  we  were  going.  On  the  nineteenth  we 
iaw  the  point  Mala,  which  is  leeward  of  that  bay  : 
we  failed  ail  night  northward  to  get  to  the  (hore ; 
and  next  morning  at  break  of  day  we  found  our- 
felves  within  five  or  fi)c  leagues  of  it,  when  we 
futjed  all  our  fails  except  our  fprit-fail :  next  evening 
we  weot  ou  board  our  canoes,  and  put  on  all  night 
aftor  we  had  giveo  our  (hip«  orders  to  lie  by,  and 
urait  for  US  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  where  we 
were. 

Oq  the  twenty«firft  in  the  morning  we  difcovered 
the  place  w|»ere  we  were  to  go  aibore,  and  caft  anchor 
till  night  came,  as  we  alfo  took  down  our  maib,  for 
fear  they  ihould  be  difcovered  from  the  (hore,  and 
then  made  ourfelves  ready  to  land,  which  we  did  oa 
the  twenty^lecond  an  hour  before  dav :  but  experi- 
ence (elliogus  we  had  not  time  enough  before  us  to  get 
to  the  place  before  daylight  appeared,  we  put  three 
leagues  off  where  we  anchored,  having  no  where  io 
thU  bay  above  fifteen  fathom  water.  That  evening 
we  made  for  the  fixore  again,  which  we  could  not 
recover  before  niidnight,  becaufe  the  currents  were 
againfi  us.  After  we  had  got  footing  we  marched 
to  the  number  of  an  hundred  and  fixty  men  directly 
to  the  town,  and  took  one  of  two  Spaniards  whom 
we  fouad  oa  the  way,  who  told  us  that  he  was  ienr 
I4  by 
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by  the  alcaide  major  to  watch  on  the  fca-fide,   be- 
caufe  they  had   fcen  a  fliip  and  a  bark  aloof  off, 
which,  yet  they  were  fo  little  alarmed  with,  that  they 
had  increafed  their  guard  with  no  more  than  twenty 
men:   we  continued  our  march,  and,  for  all  the  ex- 
pedition we  were  able  to  ufe,  it  was  an  hour  after 
fun-rifing  before  we  could  get  to  the  town,  where 
we  found   no  rcfiftance,  half  of  the  people  being 
then  at  mafs :  of  men   and  women  we  took  three 
hundred  prifoners,  by  whom  we  undcrftood  there 
were  three  barks  in  the  river,  on  which  the  town 
was  fituated.  We  fent  presently  out  a  party  to  take 
them,  but  the  Spaniards,  having  loft  no  time,  fank 
one  of  them,  hid  the  fails  and  rudder  of  the  other 
two,  and  cut  down  their  mafts  by  the  middle ;  (b 
that   the   party,  going  on  further,  gave  notice  to 
Ihofe  of  us  whom  we  had  left  to  take  care  of  oor 
canoes,  which  they  found  at  anchor  at  the  riTer's 
mouth,  that  we  had  taken  Yillia;  we  gathered  to- 
gether that  day  the  merchandize  which  the  fleet  had 
left  in  this  town,  computed  by  the  Spaniards  to  be 
worth  a  million  and  a  half,  and  to  the  value  of  fif- 
teen thoufand  pieces  of  eight  in  good  filver,  which 
was  an  inconfiderable  prize  to  what  we  (hould  have 
found  there,  if  the  Spaniards,  in  all  thefe  countries, 
who  are  always  apprehenfivc  of  the  vifits  of  the 
free-boote/s,  had  not  hid  their  treafures  out  of  our 
fight,  many  of  whom  chofe  rather  to  be  killed, 
than  to  difcover  the  places  where  they  had  buried 
them. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  we  fent  a  party  of  fonrfcorc 
men  to  conduA  a  like  number  of  horfes  laden  with 
bales  of  goods  to  the  ri  vcr-fidc,  where  we  knew  there 
were  two  canoes  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  on  board 
of  which,  after  they  had  put  them,  they  were  to 
bring  them  to  the  river's  mouth  where  ours  were ;  but 
gae  of  our  meUj  fent  upon  this  occafioo^  was  taken 
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by  the  enemy  :  the  fame  day  we  fcnt  a  letter  to  the; 
alcaide  major  (as  they  cajl  him)  in  order  to  know 
whether  he  would  ranfom  the  town,  and  buy  the  ef- 
fcfh  we  had  feized :  hefent  as  anfwer,  that  all  the- 
ranfom,    tbat  he  took  upon  him  to  give  u$,  was 
powder  and  ball,  whereof  he  had  a  great  deal  at 
our  fenrice ;  that,  as  to  the  prtfoners  we  had  taken,, 
he  committed  them  tothe  hands  of  God  ;  and  more- 
over, that  his  people  were  getting  together  as  faftas 
they  could  to  get  the  honour  to  fee  us.    Upon  the 
receiving  this  anfwer,  which  angered  all  our  men, 
we  fired  the  town,  and  went  our  ways  to  lie  in  a 
place  where  our  booty  wa»  kept  by  our  fourfcore 
men,  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  off: 
we  were  alarmed  feveral  times  that  night,  and  on  the 
twenty-fifth  put  the  beft  and  fined  effe^^s  on  board  the 
two  SpanUh  canoes,  becaufe  we  could  not  carry  ofF' 
all.     For  our- own  canoes^  as  we  have  faid,  were  af 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  board  of  which  we  could 
'  have  laden  the  reft;  but  they  durft  not  come  up 
thither,  becaufe  of  the  ambufcades  of  the  Spaniards 
who  had  already  killed  them  a  man,  as  they  were 
endeavouring  to  come  up  to  us,  purfuant  to  the  or» 
ders  we  had  before  left  with  them :  wherefore,  Hav- 
hig  laden  the  two  SpaniQi  canoes,  we  put  nine  meav 
on  board  them,  and  the  reft  guarded  them  by  land, 
all  along  the  river-fide,  while  fix  hundred  Spaniards- 
did  the  fame  on  the  other  fide,  without  being  difco- 
vered  by  us,  becaufe  of  a  great  many  trees,  bufhes,, 
and  thickets   that  grew  along  the  banks  thereof. 
When  we  had  marched  on  about  a  league,  we  came- 
io  a  place  fo  full  of  thefe  trees  and  thickets,  that: 
we  could  not  pafs  it,  fo  that  wc  were  obliged  to 
take  a  turn  about,  which  brought  us  off  from  the 
river-fide  about  two  hundred  paces,  whicl\  was  the 
occafion,  as  you  will  hear,  of  the  lofs  of  all  our 
booty,  and  the  death  of  fome  of  our  men.. 
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j^w^ q/iixv^  $h«  ptooe  irka»  we  b^,  we  or-. 
4i9r^  tbpfet  yfho  ha4  ihe  cb«<gc  of  omi^  canocft  ta 
ftpp  19,  thi%  liiGpr,  ^  «  phtce  xihas^  xkctt  vnsti^  dam 
%^1(t  bftrks,  to  dKi  CQ/I  MK  ought  evkavonr  ta 
l^'^g  tlieaji,  a.w4,jr;  ^c  whratkflyiuiiwtkerje,  they; 
^r^  fad^enly   fui^^rized  >A(Kk  an  aarinijCcade,  ci^ 

^i  tbey  (kfeacJcd  dMnklra^  AguoA  tfaeo,  the  cw-. 
i^qot  of  the  nycr  drcnre.  tb^oi  bt^vyl  t^ethice  b^Kk% 
^  ^x^nfequeoily  ^  from,  us ;.  wkkk  ¥ns  exaAijs 
ifihaj;  lih^if  woidd  havfi,  for,  at  fixxi  «s  ^)ey  lam 
^^  in  a  place  ^idiere  we  cml4  ootrdieve  tlueoi, 
V^y  diicharged  fixty.  oiu&et-Aot  at  them,  wtl| 
Yhidi  tl^y  Ulkd  foiir  apd/  \QDttaded  one.  Th^  ceA 
ipade  their  efcape  to. theotJiei: &dt.ct  tbeciver,  and 
ftj^andoocd  their  caaoea,  vkich  a,  do^ien  Indoow, 
Vbo  fwam  the  wert  cacraei  to  tJutSpaoiai^  who 
^^t^  off  tl^  head  of  one  oC  oar  men,  who  was  ooly 
^um)ed>  axul.fet  it  on  the  tpp  of  a  pole,  that  we 
^^Ht  fee  it  as  we.  came  d(»va  the.  river. 

After  we  had  fioiflied  the  tuor  we  had  takeD, 
ijre  drew,  near  tbeciver  agiin  ;  and  betog  to  come  ca 
the  plafce  whece  th^  three  barks  were,  and  not  find- 
iBg  our  canoes,  we  thought  tbqr  wece  ftillr  behind  ^ 
l^ut  abottt  an  hour  after  we  iaw  three  of  thofisi 
^o  had  the  charge  of  them  coming  throu^  the 
pickets  toward  us>  who  gave  us  a  reladoa  of  the 
difafler  that  befel  them,  and  (aid,  that,  as  the^ 
pafled  the  woods,  they  found  the  rudd^ra  and  £u]s 
0f  thofe  three  barks,  m  two  o(  which  we  embarked 
wr&l^ses  all  tugether,  and  ient  out  conftandy  fifty 
wm  by  land  b^ore  us,  to  feek  out  thofe  faU^  and 
f  udders^  giving  them  a  Hgna),  that  we  would  fire 
o£r  three  guns,  and  that  they  (hould  anfwer  us^  with 
as  many,  to  (hew  where  they  fliould  find  us,  to  the 
end  they  might  join  us  there.  But,  at  the  fame 
time  that  we  finsd  our  three  pieces^  we  heard  the 
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nport  of  above  five  hundred,  whkh  made  us  im* 
QiedUiely  condudc  our  men  were  atucked,  where« 
fore  we  delayed  not  to  go  zibore^  La  order  to  relieve 
them ;  bttt»  by  the  time  we  came  up»  the  engage- 
m^M  was  over;  aad^  had  aot  the  river  been  be* 
twceQ  tbem  and  n%  the  matter  had  not  been  elided 
fo.  We  ionod  oae  of  our  people  ia  this  place,  who 
l»d  efcaped  out  of  our  veflels^  after  we  had  brougjkt 
away  the  fiiip- tackle  that  wo-e  hid  in  the  woods. 

idfter  we  were  embarked*  we  aiked  the  captain  of 
borfe  of  VUlia,  that  was  our  prifooer,  where  it  was 
^  Spaniards  could  lay  other  amboicades  for  us ;  he 
aafwered  it  nright  be  about  the  river's^  mouthy  and 
not  only  fo*  but  that  we  (hould  midruft  all  thoie 
places,  which  Teemed  to  give  them  any  advantage 
over  us,,  and  then  we  came  to  an  anchor,  becauie  of 
the  comii^  in  of  the  tide. 

On  thetwenty-fixth  we  weotnfiioreata  placewhei;e 
they  had  killed  our  men  the  day  before ;  we  found 
the  two  canoes  daflied  to  pieces,  and  the  bodies  of 
our  men  whom  they  h^  wounded  in  feveral  places 
after  they  weiie  de^d  :  one  of  them  they  had  throwa 
into  the  fire«  and  put  the  other *s  head  upon  a  pole, 
as  we  have  faid  already.  Thelc  objeAs  fo  eniaged 
our  men,  that  they  cut  off,  at  the  fame  time,  four 
of  ibdr  prifoners  heads,  wiiom  they  fet  up  alfo  upon 
poles  in  the  fame  place.  Then  we  took  the  bodies  of 
ours  to  bury  tliem  on  the  fea-fide,  and,  before  we 
got  thither,  we  were  forced  three  limes  to  g^ 
a(hore  to*  break  through  the  ambuicades  laid  for  U3 
all,  along  the  river,  at  the  mouth  whereof  we  found 
alfo  that  we  were  warned  of  by  the  captain  of  horie 
aforefaid;  but  we  happily  freed  ourlelves  from,  it, 
though  with  the  lofs  of  three  men,  and  one 
wounded.  At  laft  we  rejoined  our  canoes,  where 
Qoe  of  our  wounded  men  died  foon  after. 
The.  river  of  VilUa  is  very  large,  and,  at  lowr 
1 6  Mater, 
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v^ater,  it  breaks  at  the  mouth  of  it  as  oo  a  flat 
ihore.  About  a  league  to  windward  ftaods  a  great 
rock,  which  night  and  day,  and  at  all  feafons,  is 
covered  with  a  vaft  number  of  birds  caUed  frcgatei^ 
maubies,  and  great  goziers,  that  live  altogether  by 
iiftiing :  great  fhips  cannot  enter  intothb  river,  they 
being  obliged  to  anchor  within  cannon-ftiot  in  the 
fca,  but,  for  barks  of  about  40  tons,  they  can  go 
\3p  a  league  and  a  half  within  it :  the  port,  dr 
place  of  embarking  belonging  to  Villia,  is  flill  a 
league  and  a  half  higher,  and  the  town  a  quarter 
of  a  league  diftant  from  it ;  it  is  very  well  fituated^  , 
but  its  churches  are  almoft  fallen  ta  ruin,  though 
they  are  very  rich  on  the  iniide :  its  ftreets  are  veiy 
ftraight,  and  the  private  houfes  pretty  well  built ;  oa. 
the  outfids  of  it  are  ar  great  many  hatto's,  accom- 
panied with  very  fine  favanas :  the  town  of  Nata, 
which  is  the  nigheft,  ftands^  (evea  leagues  diflant 
from  it^ 

On  the  twenty-feventh  came  ^  perfon  on  board  xn 
to  re-demand  our  prifoners,  ^h  whom-we  agreed  for 
ten  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  ranfom,  and  threatened 
to  cut  ofFall  their  heads,  if  they  didnot  fend  us  the 
money  by  the  twenty-ninth.  But,  inftcad  of  that,  he 
returned  to  tell  us,  that  the  alcaide  m^or  had  fet** 
2cd  upon-  thofe  of  their  people,  who  were  our  pri- 
foners, whom  we  had  fent  afhore  to  get  wherewithal 
to  ranfom  their  wives ;  in  revenge  whereof  we 
prcfently  cut  off  the  heads  of  two  prifoners,  and 
give  them  tlie  mefTenger  to  carry  to  the  alcaide,  teU* 
\ng  him,  if  he  fent  us  no  other  anfwer,  we  would 
cut  ofF  the  heads  of  tlie  reft,  and,  after  having  put 
the  women  upon  an  iQand,  wc  would  go  to  take 
himfelf :  the  fame  perfon  in  the  evening  returned  to 
tell  us,  that  all  the  ranfoms  would  come,  and  that, 
befides  them,  they  would  beftowupon  us  ten  beef^ 
twenty  (heep>  find  two  packs  of  meal^  the  leaft 

whereof 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucAKiERS,  tSc.  of  Amerha.       tog 

ivhereof  afually  weighed  an  hundred  pouod^  every 
day  as  long  as  we  ftaid. 

Oq  the  thirtieth  they  brought  us- back  the-rafin 
whom  they  had  taken,  in  exchange  for  the  captain 
of  horfe  that  was  our  prifoner;  and  as  thcy^ftiewed 
themfelves  very  fond  of  having  French  arms,  they 
pretended  to  have  loft  them  that  belonged  to  our 
man,  for  which  we  mode  them  pay  four  hundred 
pieces  of  eight :  they  propofed  to  buy  them  one  of 
the  barks  we  had  taken  from  them,  and  agreed  with 
us  for  fix  hundred  pieces  of  eight,  and  one  hundred 
pounds  of  nails,  or  which  we  ftood  in  great  need  ; 
vi^hereupoa  we  delivered  her  up,  after  we  had  firft 
taken*  out  her  tackle  and  anchors^  They  aifo  re* 
quired  a  paflport  froay  us,  that  we  would  not  retake 
the  bark,  in  cafe  we  met  with  her  out  at  (ea,  but 
only  the  goods  wherewith  (he  (hould  be  laden,  which 
we  alfo  gave  them. 

Next  day  in>  the  evenings  they  brought  us  the  ten 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  as  had  been  agreed  upon ; 
then  we  weighed,  in  order  to  go  anchor  at  a  place 
that  ferved  as  a  little  port  to  an  hattO)  where  they 
were  to  give  us  an  hundred  and  twenty  falted  beefs : 
we  departed  from  thence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  and 
anchored  at  the  ide  of  Iguana,  to  fee  and  get  us 
fbme  water,  not  daring  to  go  and  get  us' any  on  the 
continent  that  was  guarded  with  four  thoufand 
men  :  but  after  we  had  cruifed  in  fome  places,  and 
found  that  the  water  was  brackifh,  we  refcJved^  ra« 
ther  than  we  would  die  for  thirft^  to-  make  a  de* 
fcent  with  two  hundred  tocn  on  the  terra  firma,  in 
order  to  procure  us  fome  in  fpight  of  the  Spaniards, 
whom  we  found  about  an  hundred  paces  from  the 
fca-fide  lying  upon  the  grafs,  and,  after  a  (hort  fight^ 
put  them  to  flight,  •  feeing  we  were  a  people  would 
hazard  all  for  a  fmall  matter :  this  being  over,  we. 
prefenriy  filled  fome  caiks  with  water^.  and  xe-im« 
kavked  again* 

Or 
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the  King's  Ifles,  aod  00  the  aioth  iii^korcd  at^Mprae  4 
PoercoSy  foiKteen  kag«^  la  ke.w4rd  <^  die  iQaa(i 
IguaiMi  to  take  io  mooe  w^ter,  th^e  bci^  oobody 
there  to  oppofe  us :  we  departed  qa  the  teat^  with 
#  &?(^rehie  weft-wiadt  aod  t\M  d^  ooct  of  our 
woooded  mra  died.  Oo  the  tbirte^Hh  we  difcovered 
aa  iflaod  called  Gakra»  which  is  to  Inward  of  aU  the 
Kiog*s  iflgods ;  aod  on  the  fourteeetb  we  begaa  to 
perceiye  the  currente  thai  reign  all  tibe  your  roujod 
betM^eo  tbofe  iHaads,  which  made  u^  put  fanher  eff 
to  fea.  On  the  fifteenth  we  hada  nocdi-weft  wind,  4 
freOi  gale  which  brought  u$  nc^  land,  90d  thf:<e 
days  a&er>  which  was  the  eighteeotb»  we  dikovened 
eape  Pin«  and  kept  all  d^y  at  the  c^po^.  for:  fear  of 
being  difcovered  by  the  inbabitaott  oi  thoi^  nsmf 
ilUnds  that  were  round  sibouji  us. 

On  the  twenty-firfl  in  the  cveniog,  we  Wient  00 
board  our  canoes,  and  Inndedat  midnight,  bu  v  focaU 
tbe  precautioa  we  had.  taken*,  we  w^r^e  dii^vered  by 
the  people  that  were  fiOiing  for  oyAer-peafK  which 
ace  to.be  found  in  great  numbera»  flicking  to  the  botr 
torn  of  the  rocks  that  are  round  about  tbefeiiliuidsi : 
on  the  twenty-fecood  in  the  evening  we  dSfcovered^ 
from  one  of  chefe  illands  where  we  had  made  a  de- 
(cent,  a  (hip  under  fail,  to  whom  weg^echaoe,.  an<t 
came  up  with  her  two  hours  before  day lighiii  whom» 
without  any  more  ado,  we  boarded,  and  made  oor- 
fidvet  mafters  of  her :  the  oaen  on  boi^  told-qs,  the 
inhabitaatft  of  Panama  did  not  think  we  werefo  ncar^ 
and  that,  as  we  had  come  from  the' taking  of  ^liai 
they  believed  we  had  chofe  ratbor.  tO;  have  go^e  md 
wintered,  at  St.  John*s  ifland,  where  they  thought 
ftill  we  had  b\ult  a  fort,  grounding  th^  poriua? 
fions  upon  thofe  (hams,  1  haye  before  oUerved^  we 
bad  formerly  made,  nnd  ftill  did,  as  we  found  ooca« 
iioQ..    They  told  us  alfo  thaic fiaiffa»d?thii!ly.  S^lifli 

and 


g«4  Fveock  were  cooe  from  Peru  io  a  bark,  wth  tn 
ifueacioa  to  pais  by  the  way  of  tbe  nvec  Boca  d«l 
Chka.  to  the  North^fea,  but  tb^U  the  Spaaiarcls,  Hat^ 
log  hudligencc  thpreof  from  the  lodiansy  with  whom 
ihey  had  made  peacc^  fince  they  had  granted  us  pa£» 
&gfi  tjuxmgh  tbirir  country  by  that  &ine  river  into 
die  Sbuth-fea»  iMeiU  oat  to  meet  them  hi  great  num-i 
bert»  ha4  defeated  the  greateft  party,  and  brought 
ooe  prt£baer  to  Panama:  moreover,  that  two  Eogliih 
parties  coofiflnig  of  forty  aiea  each,  having  aa  ioi 
ftenttoato  pa&  fcora  the  Nocth  fiotheSoutb-fea,  ha4 
Wea  aU  of  them  maf&cred  bat  four,  who  were  fiiil 
pdrooecs  at  Panama ;  aad;  la(^y,  that  there  was  a 
bark  in  the  river  of  Boca  del  Chica,  that  tarried 
for  eight  bondoed  pounds  in  gold^  dug  up  in  the 
aeigb^Hiring  miaea,  in  order  to  carry  it  to  Pa^ 
nama. 

On  the  (ame  day  we  returned  oa  board  our  (bip^ 
and  found  them  at  anchor  by  the  greatefl:  of  the 
King's  Iflaads,  and  ordered  our  carpenters  to  make  an 
hatf  galley  of  the.  bark  we  had  ts^eo  on  the  twenty* 
fisth.  We  pot  fome  qncflinnsafrcfli  to  s)ie'  captain  of 
Uie-fajd.bark,  who  told  us,  they  were  indaiiy  espe£la-i 
tion  ac  Panama  of  the  arrival  of  two  fli^^^laden  with 
meal,  which  were  to  carry  atfo  the  pay  of  their  fol* 
diers  fii^om  Lima ;  upon  which  information  we  ftot 
out  our  half-galley,  whidi  was  now  finished,  to  fcoofi 
without  the  iihads.  On  the  thfa-tieth  we  departed 
with  our  caooes,  and  went  aihore  upon  one  of  thefis 
iflands,  where  we  furprheed  a  perfon  that  was  come 
from  Panama,  wHofe  mafter  was  captain  of  thofo 
Gceek  periangues,  whereof  we  had  formerly  fpoken^ 
who  came  on  purpofe  thither  to  be  taken,  to  the 
end  he  might  endeavour  by  artificial  ways  to  lead 
us  into  a  fnare,  of  which  I  am  ready  to  give  an  ac- 
count* This  man  immediately  pretended  a  greae 
deal  of  fioceiity,  in  tdliogus.uveFai  tbingSi  whicb 

he 
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he  knew  we  were  not  ignorant  of,  and  fome  others^ 
which  we  could  not  quickly  and  eafily  come  toe 
know ;  and  among  the  reft,  that  there  were  in  the 
river  of  Seppa  two  merchant  barks,  and  a  periaugnc 
with  fixty  Indians  on  board,  whom  the  Spaniards 
had  armed  fince  they  made  a  peace  with  them^ ;  that 
befides,  the  governor  of  VilUa  had  acqnainted  the 
prefident  of  Panama,  that  one  of  our  men,  whom 
they  had  taken,  had  afTured  him  that  thirty  m<nre  06 
us,  who  had  not  been  informed  of  the  peace  and 
good  underftanding  there  was  between  the  Indians 
and  the  Spaniards^  were  about  to  pafs  from  this  fea- 
to  that  of  the  North,  by  the  fame  way  we  all  of  129^ 
had  come  into  the  South-(ea ;  and  that,  upon  this  in« 
formation,  the  prefident  had  fent  an  hundred  men 
into  the  river  of  Boca  del  Chica  to  wait  for  them  r 
but  to  com  pafs  his  defign,  which  was  to  draw  us 
under  the  forts  of  Panama,  he  told  us  in  the  laft 
place,  that  they  had  a  Hcde  frigate  which  came  la^ 
den  into  that  port,  and*  a  galley  that  was  fent  oat 
every  evening  upon  the  fcont;  we  refolved  to  take 
the  advanta^cf  this  information^  which  we  toolc 
to  be  can^'xmd  real,  and  not  to  negkft  this  op- 
portunity of  getting  fome  vefids  for  ourfelves,  \Kbere- 
of  we  flood  in  great  need* 

On  the  firft'  of  Auguft  we  fent  our  galley  fiDr  thb 
purpofe  intp  the  river  of  Seppa,  in  order  to  take  one 
of  the  barks  our  captain  fpoke  of,  and  at  the  fame 
time  we  departed  alfo  with  four  canoes  to  go  and 
ieize  thofe  fhips  in  the  port  of  Panama^  being  ac-- 
companied  by  our  Greek  intelligencer,  who  in- 
tended to  be  our  guide  upon  this,  occafion.  He 
brought  us  two  hours  bcfopc  daylight  before  the 
town,  and,  as  the  moon  fhonc  very  bright,  we  ftaid* 
for  fome  cloud  to  obfcure  it,  to  facilitate  our  ap- 
proach undiicovered  to  the  (hips  in  the  port,  where- 
of we  f^w.  one  already,,  which,  to  our  thinking,  bad 

her. 
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hci*  fails  loofe:  and  here  was  the  lure  and  fnare  to 
which  the  captain  led  us ;  but  by  the  cfFeft  of  mere 
chance,  or  rather  our  o^¥n  good  fortune,  we  turned 
away  to  a  fliip  which  )ve  unexpectedly  faw  going 
out  of  the  port,  and  gave  her  chace,  believing  the 
fame  to  be  the  galley  that  ufualiy  went  out  to  fcout, 
fts  we  had  been  told  :  we  took  her  witl^ou^  a  gun- 
fhot,  and,  upon  exaniination  of  the  captain  who 
commanded  her,  he  difcovered  unto  us  that  the 
prefident  of  Panama  had  fent  us  a  Greek,  who  was 
to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  taken  by  us,  and  to  whom  he 
had  promifed  a  very  great  reward,  if  he  fucceeded 
ID  the  projeft  he  had  formed  of  deftroying  us ;  that 
the  means  that  had  been  agreed  upon,  to  effeC^  it, 
were  to  bring  us  under  the  forts  of  that  town,  al- 
lured with  the  hopes  of  taking  ihofe  (hips  there, 
wherewith  he  had  amufed  us,  and  whereof  that 
which  feemed  to  us  to  have  her  fails  loofe  was  but  a 
(ham  (hip,  a  piftol-fliot  from  the  port,  which  was 
built  upon  firm  land,  of  forry  planks  .ill  fet  toge- 
ther, in  which  tliey  had  fet  up  mafts,  and  adorned 
her  with  fcMne  fails  :  and  as  this  was  the  mod  ap- 
parent objeA,  and  the  firft  that  ofFered  itfelf  In 
fight,  it  was  not  to  be  queftioned,  but  that  we, 
who  muft  believe  the  fame  to  have  been  on  the  wa- 
ter, being  deceived  with  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
would  not  have  failed  (being  fo  greedy  as  we  were 
to  take  her)  to  row  up  to  her,  where  our  canoes 
mud  infallibly  run  far  afhore,  and  that,  in  the  time 
that  mud  necefTarily  have  been  fpent  in  getting  them 
off,  the  Spaniards  would  have  leifure  to  fall  upon 
QS,  w})ere  they  did  not  doubt,  but  fo  great  a  num-  ' 
ber  of  men,  as  they  had  in  fo  confiderable  a  town 
as  that  was,  would  quickly  overpower  and  deftroy 

PS. 

This  information,  which  came  fo  feafonably,  that 
It  faved  us  from  the  certain  danger  we  were  going 

to 
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to  throw  oorCihes  iato,  wa$  not  fo  adTontageout  te 
oar  Grcdc  captaia,  who  bdi^  known  by  tbQcaptaui 
of  the  bark  for  the  fame  pcrfoo,  of  whofc  txeor 
chery  he  ha4  now  advertifed  nf,  we  paid  him  for 
his  trouble,  by  fcoduig  him  to  the  other  worlds 
where  he  defigned  to  have  fent  os ;  after  whkh  we 
went  to  take  the  ifland  of  Tavoga,  which  had  bccu 
relohabiced  flnce  we  bad  It  ft  the  coaA  of  Paoanuu 

From  the  fecood  at  night  to  the  third,  we  kft  this 
Ulandy  and  went  to  take  that  of  Ottoqiia»  which  is 
two  leagues  north  and  fouth  from  it»  and  which  wc 
found  peopled  again  x  we  made  res^y  on  the  foortli 
to  go  and  join  our  gaUey.  whom  we  bad  appointed 
10  rendezvous  at  the  ifle  of  Sepilh ;  but  we  found  bef 
\n  our  pafl^  with  a  priae  ibe  had  takcn»  being  oac 
of  the  barks  that  were  in  the  river  of  Seppa,  frooi 
whence,  iq  cominp  out,  (be  h^  met  wkh  a;o  an^ 
buieade  tb«t  l^ad  kilM  im  two  mea.  aod  broke  tbe 
iiPXQf  ;MK>tb9r, 

Qn  tbp  ff(h  we  (aw  fire  iail  betw«eo  Ti^vqga  a«4 
P#fVKii»)  we  prefiHUIj l^e  op  to  th«a^  and fomid 
^y  wern  otur  owe  ftip#  th^t  had  ^veaebaoe  to  ^ 
bark  cqtm  kwi  N«ia»  Udea  with  preiriiioa.  Tbp 
mifler  ihtieof^  fiodipf  he.  coald  not  defiend  ii^ 
tiirew  hia^  iW>  t^  w«ter,L  ^d  fwai»  a/bor^ 
^fter  be  bad  n^de  feoae  difc^argcs  with  his  fi|utt 
vans  vkfom  thmfk  i  qd  tbe  ii«tb  we  went  with  our 
pFii;es  to  ^Mhor  at  Ta^egEi,  a«4  from  thence  wri^ 
tp  tim  pfffUdeai  of  P^gMMa  tbat»  if  be  would  not 
pve  19  ib^  iiife  KaglUkmd  Freoch  priibiaers  hfi  b44 
IA  ihAt  i^^  we  weM^  cDt  off  the  heads  of  fifty 
$p9iiird«  lie  hftd  io  our  baod^ :  bat,  l^eariw  w 
«#ws  of  hiai>  on  tbe  6  witb  we  weighed,  and  uiled 
for  vhe  Kipg's  Idaodt:  we  anchored  on  the  ninth  to 
flop  the  leaks  of  our  (hips,  and,  while  that  w^f 
49At\s,  we  diqiaried  Wi/tb  our  gattey  aqd  fw^  canoes 
for  tb^  dvrr  Boc»  delCUftk  ^  wcU  M^bftioforaaqfjl. 

whether 
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whether  it  was  xtw,  ibat  the  Ipdiaos  of  Sanbe  had 
SMde  pence  with  th^  Sp^iar^s,  irs  we  had  beep 
affared,  as  to  go  and  buro  ^11  thM  was  built  of  the 
town  called  Terrible  vpon  this  fine  river,  that  it 
might  he  a  ^itw^  to  a  gold  mine  they  M  pear. 
We  went  alfo  to  figh^  the  huii^re^  me^^  which  the 
Greek  told  us  l^y  I9  wait  for  thirty  of  our  free* 
hooters  that  were  to  pafs  into  the  North^fea* 

On  the  elevepth  wc  arrived  ^t  tbf  a^outh  of  the 
river  Boca  del  Chiea :  we  lay  at  ai»chor  there  tiU 
«udnigbt»  whea  we  weighed,  a^,  as  the  ie^ 
fwdlo^  we  fyAred  oivfeWe^  tf>  b^  carried  up  the 
river  at  the  plaaiive  of  the  c«rneot.  Abpot  two  i<i 
the  moniifig  our  guide,  ftiU  believiDg  wc  were  far 
from  the  place  whither  he  wai  coDd^illag  i|s,  made 
1W  fmt  OR  a  j^e,  which  did  us  great  harosi,  for^  10^ 
Aead  of  goiog  |o  furpri%  others^  we  were  fur* 
yriiodour&lves(  for,  silmit  a  <}qar^r  of  ^P  \mf 
afier,  we  &w  fire»  but  theif  w%»  n^  g^g  W^ 
«««»  fof  tfafi  riyef  XMA9  a  bpwf ^  kmt  ^\m^.  th^ 
lapi^eh  of  the  tidecooiiag  ia  thftw  9fj  in  ipigb^ 
of  our  teeth,  uym  theft  firei,  ij»Wcb  v»e  ^aflap 
qnkkly  to  lioow  were  kladted  Iqr  ihofi  hw4^«4 
JBCB  we  were  in  qneft  of,  fnr  th^y  p/^TeiubF  94M  «« 
firooi  whence  our  eaaoes  were  bwadL  ^^  h^v^g 
aofwered  hy  our  gekfe,  purfuaat  to  <m  order, 
from  Faaaasa,  they  s^ed  again  wh^  wa^  thft  ^oi^* 
naoder,  aad  we  beiqg  bi^  in  piKhhig  pj^b^  a 
SpanUk  aame,  they  gave  na  a  fi^  Wley  ;  \^%  t^VP 
patereroe-fhot^  wb)cl  we  iVAdft  at  the«>  M^i^ 
fohxd  then  to  cjuit  their  groiui^  we  fM^  Qi^>  ^nd 
aacboied  out  or  the  reach  ef  tb^  ajms,  tp  wa^ 
fir  die  ebb  of  tide,  that  wt  vight  ge%  om  agaiivi 
for,  at  we  cooU  find  na  p^aoo  to  gci  sybore  above 
theui,  for  the  oouatry  wu  fuU  of  amifl^^  es^cei^t 
at  the  place  where  they  were,  we  rdc*?«d  to  t^ 
them  hiwer  dowoi  aad  lb  aa  hour  bef<m  ^^ 

light 
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light  wc  went  back  before  their  intrenchment,  aftec 
>ve  had  put  allT^  men  under  deck,  aod  &ed  four 
patercroe-fhots,  wherewith  we  faluted  them  fo  op- 
portunely, that  we  wounded  theifi  a  great  many" 
men,  and  they  made  no  great  firing  upon  us. 

On  the  twelfth  we  took  a  fmall  veflel  upon  ih»  river, 
wherein  were  three  Indians ;  then  we  went  aflior^ 
with  an  intention  to  attack  the  Spaniards  from  be- 
hind  their  intrenchments,    which  commanded   the 
river  only ;  but  they  prefenily  fent  out  their  periaugue 
to  take  ours,  which  made  us  expeditioufly  return 
on  board  our  veflels  to  defend  them,  and  to  alter 
the  manner  of  our  attack,   by  revolving  to  go  to 
them  before  their  court  of  guard,  at  the  foot  whereof 
we  went  a(hofe  in  fpight  of  all  the  fire  they  aiade 
upon  us,  which  lafted  not  long :  for  our  patereroe  and 
mufket-fhot  killed  them  a  great  many  men,  whkk 
made  them  quickly  fly,  and  leave  us  their  intrench- 
xnent,  where  we  found  a  great  many  dead   and 
wounded  men,   and   took  fome  prifoners,  among 
whom  there  was  one  named  Alfier :  he  was  an  Iq<> 
dian,*who,    out  of   a  blind  zeal  he  had  for   the 
interefts  of  the  Spaniards,  took  us  for  them  as  we 
vtttt  going  on  board  our  canoes,  and  reproached  us  ' 
highly ;  but  we  quickly  difabufed  my  gentl^nan, 
letting  the  traitor  know,  to  whom  we  had  before 
been  lo  kind  in  our  paflage  by  the  fame  river,  that 
we  were  become  his  enemies,  fince  he  was  become 
ours,  and  then  put  him  out  of  a  conditk>n  ever 
to  ferve  the  Spaniards,  or  to  injure  us. 

Thofe  whom  we  took  prifoners  informed  us,  that 
we  ^*^ere  difcovered  at  the  new  town  la  Terrible, 
and  confirmed  the  account  we  had  before  of  the 
mafiacre  of  the  three  parties  already  mentioned,  as 
well  thofe  who  would  have  gone  to  the  Soath*feas, 
as  the  other  who  were  minded  to  return  by  the  way 
of  that  river  to  the  north.  Witbio  this  inuw  cfai- 
•         -  mcnt 
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wacnt-mt  found  a  letter  written  by  the  prefident  of 
Paflama  to  a  campmafter  that  commanded  in  the 
town  la  Tecrible,  which  is  as  follows  : 

*  When  the  enemy  took  la  Villia,  one  of  their 
'  men  was  taken,   who  gave  us  information  that 

*  thirty  men  were  to  fet  forth  by  the  way  of  the 

*  rirer  Boca  del  Chica,  to  return  to  the  North-fea, 
'  as  believing  there  was  ftillagood  underflanding 
<  between  them  and  the  Indians.  I  have  fent  you 
^  three  hundred  men  to  defeat  thoPe  enemies  of 

*  God  and  goodnefs ;  be  fure  to  keep  upon  your 
^  guard,  be  afraid  of  being  furprized,  and  your 
*'  iben  will  infallibly  be  gainers  in    defeating   of 

*  them.' 

Here  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  prifoners  whom  we 
took  were  highly  ufeful  to  us,  as  well  by  giving  us 
means  to  fubfift  in  thefe  parts,  as  to  deliver  us 
from  a  great  many  ambufhes  and  dangers,  whereinto, 
had  it  not  been  for  them,  we  muil  have  fallen  : 
witnefs  this  fame,  where  the  Spaniards  would  have 
fpared  our  thirty  men  the  pains  of  going  to  the 
North-fen.  At  lad,  when  we  had  burnt  their  court 
of  guard,  we  took  their  periaugue,  withf  ome  pounds 
df  gold-dud  we  found  there,  and  then  went  down 
the  river :  as  for  thofe  three  Indians  whom  we  took  in 
the  boat,  we  fent  them  to  tell  their  comrades  that  we 
had  killed  him  who  was  with  the  Spaniards,  -  but 
that  we  had  given  them  quarter,  becaufe  they  were 
not  amongii  them  ;  and  this  we  did  to  endeavour  to 
make  them  kind  to  us,  and  fo  difunite  and  feparate 
them  from  the  Spaniards. 

Being  got  down  on  the  thirteenth  at  noon  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  we  met  with  one  of  our  barks, 
whom  we  had  ordered  to  come  and  attend  us 
thither.  Thofe  within  her  told  us,  that,  while 
they  waited  there,  two  Indian  periaugues,  being  de- 
ceived with  the  fight  of  three  or  four  Spaoilh  prifon- 
ers 
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ers  wh(M¥i  they  lidi  ptit  opon  the  deck  for  that  {ran 
)po(e,  came  of  their  own  accord,  and  ddtivred  thcai- 
felves  up  iQto  their  hftnd^^  wkh  fome  pounds  of 
l^old  they  had  foond  there ;  and  that  oae  of  thofe 
Indians,  who  boHft  great  fway  amortgft  his  owii 
tiation,  had  a  comttiiffioti  frdm  the  prefident  df 
Panama  to  arm  feveral  peHaugue^  add  to  make  war 
upon  Its :  we  Weighed  that  evening  to  go  and  joih 
our  (hips  that  were  cruiziog  between  Cape  Pin  and 
King's  Iflands,  and  there  We  waited  for  rhofe  of  thie 
8paniard3,  Who,  ^^t  were  tqlidi  were  to  ooid&  fixHh 
Lima. 
y  We  got  pn  board  Our  (Mps  on  the  feireafeeodi  ib 
the  morning,  and  that  evening,  in  our  paflage  by  the 
Eiilg*^  Iflands,  anchored  to  teave  our  bark  there  to 
be  careetied :  our  people,  during  our  abience,  had 
put  forty  prifoners  a(hore>upon  one  of  thoft  ifkuids^ 
who  accidentally  happening  to  meet  with  ibfiie  ca« 
noes,  which  the  Spaniards  had  hid  thereaboats, 
they  made  ufe  of  them  to  get  ctf,  and  to  go  to 
Panama,  to  inform  the  governor  of  the  conrfewe 
were  to  take,  and  that  the  Aiips  we  had  left  there 
were  but  weakly  manned,  which  induced  the  pre- 
fident to  fend  fome  force  to  attack  them  :  but  God 
was  pleafed  fo  to  order  it,  that  we  were  returned 
with  them  to  the  reft  of  our  company. 

On  the  twenricih  we  made  ready  to  go  to  cruize 
about  Tavpga,  ahd  that  evening  anchored  biefore  the 
port  of  Panama,  in  order  to  learn  fottle  news :  we  faw 
two  (hips  in  the  road,  whither  the  town  canoes 
went,  and  came  all  along  without  iniermiffioQ  ; 
but,  not  dreaming  they  armed  them  againft  ii$|  we 
anchored  on  the  twenty -firft  at  Tavoga. 

On  the  twcnty-finl  by  break  of  day  we  defcried 
three  fail  juft  upon  us,  which  we  could  not  difcover 
before,  becaufe  of  one  of  the  points  of  the  ifland, 
which  leept  them  out  of  our  fight,  idfomuch  that 

7  one 
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^e  of  our  (hips,  that  had  not  timt  to  weigh  anchor, 
flipped  her  cable.  As  foon  as  they  faw  us  make 
ready,  they  g^ve  us  fozae  gutis,  and,  as  they  had 
the  weather- gage»  they  did  not  (pare  to  make  u(e  of 
the  advantage  they  had  over  us.  We  made  five  tacks 
to  oet  to  windward  o(  them,  and  they  could  not 
binder  os  ;  but  they  loft  the  wind  for  want  of  refo- 
lutton,  not  daring  to  pafs  between  the  idand  Tava- 
^iUa  and  a  rock,  where  there  was  Indeed  palTage 
for  no  more  than  one  (hip,  but  we  ventured  it,  and 
at  laft  got  the  weatherz-gage :  we  fought  them  till 
noon,  and  knew  not  on  which  (ide  the  advantage  lay, 
and,  though  they  plied  our  decks  very  clofe,  we  ftiU 
perfifted  to  keep  them  clear  of  us,  which  was  the 
ocoifion  that  they  loft  a  grand  opportunity  of  amending 
their  tackling.  We  threw  a  great  many  granadoes 
into  their  biggeft  (hip,  one  of  which  had  fo  good  an 
effect,  as  to  fet  fire  to  fome  loofe  powder  they  had, 
which  burnt  a  great  many  men,  and  this  brought  the 
fight  to  an  end  ^ner  than  otherwife  could  have  been 
cxpefted  :  for  we  came  up. at  the  fame  time  with  the 
faid  (hip  now  all  on  fire,  and  boldly  boarded  her, 
where,  notwithftnndlng  the  vigorous  refiftance  they 
made  from  the  ftern,  whither  they  had  all  retired,  we 
at  laft  forced  them  to  beg  for  quarter,  and  itoade 
ourfelves  mafler  of  the  (hip :  at  the  fame  time  one 
of  our  barks  boarded  one  of  theirs,  and  took  it : 
the  third  that  was  a  kind  of  a  galley,  who  flaid  to 
the  laft,  before  (he  began  to  make  her  e(cape,  as 
trufting  to  her  good  failing,  feeing  herfelf  flow  pur- 
fued  by  our  galley,  and  two  periaugues,  ran  herfelf 
a(hore,  where  (he  prefently  ftaved  to  {neces,  and  but 
very  few  of  her  crew  were  faved. 

They  had  in  their  little  frigate  fourfcore  men 
killed  and  wounded,  out  of  an  hundred  and  twenty 
that  were  on  board :  as  for  th^  bark  there  were  no 
more  out  of  (eveaty,  than  eighteen  unhurt :  neither 
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could  we  fee  above  tea  or  a  dozen  ia  aU  that  fvram 
afhore  from  the  other  vefTel  that  was  flaved  :  all 
their  officers  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
among  others  the  captain,  who  received  five  muf- 
quet-fhot.  He  was  the  fame  perfon  who  fought  fo 
ftoutly  ^t  Pueblo  Nuevo,  where  he  had  received  five 
more,  and  that  had  alfo  laid  an  ambufcade  for  us  at 
la  Villia  :  but  this  laft  engagement  rid  us  of  him, 
for  be  died  fome  time  after. 

While  we  were  bufy  in  mending  the  rigging  of 
thofe  fhips  we  had  taken,  and  throwing  the  dead 
overboard,  we  difcovered  two^Cail  more  come  from 
Panama,  which  bore  up  towards  us,  whereupon  we 
interrogated  our  prifoners,  in  order  to  know  what 
they  fhould  be  :  they  faid  they  did  not  quedion  but 
this  was  the  relief  they  fent  them :  at  the  fame  time 
we  bethought  ourfelves  of  a  Aratagem  to  amufe  and 
make  them  believe  we  were  taken,  which  was  by 
putting  up  Spanish  colours  in  our  own  (hips,  and  in 
the  prizes,  with  Englifh  and  French  ones  under 
them  :  as  foon  as  thefe  two  (hips  approached,  they 
came  up  to  our  Hiip,  who  received  them  quite  after 
another  manner  than  they  expefted ;  being  thus 
furprized,  they  fired  upon  us  with  precipitation,  and 
made  off  towards  the  little  frigate  which  they  fop- 
pofed  ftill  to  be  theirs,  who  calling  to  them  to  lie  by, 
and  the  others  not  doing  it,  they  threw  fome  gra- 
nadoes  info  one  of  their  barks,  which  fent  her  to 
the  bottom,  while  one  of  our  periaugues  boarded  the 
other,  wherein  they  found  four  packs  of  cords,  but 
all  of  the  fame  length,  which  they  had  made  ready 
to  tie  us  up  with  :  but  they  reckoned  their  chickens 
before  they  were  well  hatched,  and  xhefe  ropes  was 
'theoccafion  that  no  quarter  was  given  to  thofe  in  the 
bark  where  they  were  found  :  we  afterwards  read 
the  commiffion  of  the  captain  of  the  little  frignt?^ 
which  imported  he  (hould  chacc  us  as  far  as  St.  John's 
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Ifland,  and  that,  when  they  boarded  us,  they  fliould 
fpare  none  they  found  upon  deck,  bat  only. our  fur* 
geon?,  whom  iliey  were  willing  to  fave ;  and  that 
troops  of  horfc  (hould  inarch  along  the  (bore,  to 
tftke  care  that  none  of  us  made  our  e&apc  to  land  in 
any  canoe. 
On  the  twenty-third,  as  we  failed  away  to  go  to  an- 

.  chor  at  Tavoga,  we  difcovered  another  fail  going  back' 
to  Panama,  whom  we  chaced  and  took  ;  (he  was  a 
(hallop  whom  the  prefident  had  fent  to  fetch  oiF 
our  anchor,  which  we  had  not  time  to  hale  up  th* 
day  before,  which  he  came  to  know  by  the  means  of 
a  canoe,  who,  pafGng  that  way,  faw  the  buoy.  But, 
for  aU  the  fatigues  we  had  undergone  in  ihefc  ad- 
ventures, we  could  not  but  feoff  and  laugh  at  tho 
prefident,  who  had  fcnt  us  ropes  to  hang  his  men, 
and  alfo  fent  away  to  take  this  anchor,  wherewith  to 
anchor  our  (hip  in  his  port,  which  he  believed  his 
men  would  bring  in  :  we  anchored  this  evening  at 
Tavoga.  , 

We  had  but  one  man  killed  in  all  the  fight,  but 
there  were  twenty  of  us  wounded,  among  whom 
was  captain  Townfley,  who  died  moftof  themof  theic 
wounds :  on  the  twenty-fourth  one  of  our  men  died, 
and  the  fame  evening  wc  f<i^nt  one  of  our  prifoners 
to  the  prefident  of  Panama  to  Ci.rry  him  a  letter, 
."^herein  we  required  his  giving  up  the  fire  Free- 
booters who  were  his  prifoners,  and  to  fend  us  fome 
medicines  for -(as  wejaid)  the  ufj  of  his  own  people, 
though,  in  truth,  they  were  for  our  own;  we  alfo 
complained  heavily  of  the  little  quarter  they  ha(J 
given  to  the  three  parties  whereof  I  have  ff)oken, 
whom  they  had  inhumanly  ma(Tbcred.     He  fcnt  to 

•    us  that  night  the  coramander  of  Seppn,  who  fpokc 
a  little  French,  with  the  following  letter. 

•-   Vol  II.  K  '  rhe 
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The  prefiJent  of  Panama's  Utter, 

*  Gentlemen, 

*  f  Wonder  that  yon,  who  (honld  anderftand  how 

*  •*  to  make  war,  (hould  require  thofe  men  of  me 

*  that  are  in  our  cuftody :  your  raftinefs  hath  fomc- 

*  thing  contrary  in  It  to  the  civility  wherewith  you 

*  ought  to  treat  thofe  people  that  were  in  your 

*  power :  if  you  do  not  ufc  them  well,  God  will 

*  perhaps  be  on  our  fide  on  another  occafion  :  and, 

*  as  for  the  little  quarter  you  complain  we  have 

*  given,  you  fee  the  contrary  by  ihofe  that  have 

*  been  in  our  hands  for  fome  time  pad  :  if  you  pleafe 

*  to  put  our  njcn  you  have  in  your  power  afhore, 
<  we  will  take  care  to  have  them  cured  of  theif 
«  wounds.* 

We  ordered  the  faid  officer  to  carry  him  our 
anfwer  by  word  of  mouth,  that,  if  they  would  not 
fend  us  our  prifoners,  we  would  fend  them  the  heads 
of  all  the  Spaniards  in  our  poflTeflion.  On  the  twenty* 
fifth  we  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  away  for  fear 
they  (hould,  for  an  anfwer,  fend  a  firefhip,  as  they 
had  done  by  the  Englith  two  years  before,  and  burn 
ws :  on  the  twenty- fixth  in  the  morning  we  anchored  at 
the  ifles  of  Pericos,  that  are  not  above  a  league  diflant 
from  Panama.  Towards  noon  we  difcovered  a  (hip 
tinder  fall,  and  fent  out  our  galley  to  know  what  (he 
was ;  it  was  our  own  long  bark  that  was  come 
from  careening,  wherein  were  fixty  men  that  were 
not  prefent  in  the 'fight.  This  day  two  of  our 
wounded  men  died,  though  all  of  them  were  but 
flfghtly  wounded,  which  is  no  matter  of  wonder, 
for  all  theSpaniards  bullets  were  poifoned. 

On  the  twenty  fevemh  in  the  morning  came  one  to 
tfslrom  thebifhop  (who  concerned  himfclf  much  in 

this 
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this  bofinefs,  for  he  had  flirrcd  up  the  prefident  to 
fit  out  fliips  againft  us)  who  brought  us  a  letter, 
which  in  fubftaoce  was  the  fame  that  follows  : 

The  bl/lop  of  Panama^  ktter. 

*  Gemleroen, 

«  nr  HOUGH  the  prefident  of  Panama  hath  writ 
«    *    to  you  very  inconfiderately,  I  earncftly  dcfire 

*  you  to  {hed  no  more  of  the  innocent  blood  of 

*  thofe  that  are  in  your  power,  all  of  them  having 

*  been  engaged  by  conilraint  to  make  war  againft 

*  you  :  the  prefident  obeys  the  king's  orders,  who 

*  forbids  him  to  rcflore  any  prifoncrs  of  war  ;  I 

*  will  do  my  endeavour  to  get  the  men  releafed, 

*  take  my  word,  and  reft  fatiffied. 

•  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  all  the  Englifli  arc 

*  Roman  Catholicks,  that  there  is  now  a  church  at 

*  Jamaica,  and  that  thofe  four  that  are  with  us, 

*  having  changed  their  religion,  are  willing  to  Jive 

*  amongft  us/ 

This  we  faw  was  only  a  pretence  to  detain  out 
men,  and  this  fly  refufal,  together  with  the  trouble 
we  were  in,  for  the  lofs  of  thofe  who  died  cooti- 
nually  of  their  wounds,  through  the  violence  of 
the  paifon  that  had  got  into  them,  forced  us,  though 
with  reluftancy,  to  refolve  to  fend  twenty  of  his 
people's  heads  to  the  prefident  in  a  canoe,  and  or- 
dered him  to  be  told,  that  if  by  the  twenty-eighth  he 
did  not  fend  jis  all  our  men,  we  would  fend  him  the 
heads  of  all  the  reft  of  the  prifoners.  I  confefs  this 
was  a  violent  way  of  proceeding,  buc  we  had  no 
other  method  left  us  to  bring  the  Spaniards  to  rea- 
fon;  and  we  knew  them  to  be  a  people,  who,  with- 
out we  had  ihcwed  this  refolution,  would  defpife, 
K  2  and 
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and  be  fo  much  the  more  bent  to  roia  us  in  a  fliopt 
time,  by  how  much  the  more  indifferent  we  (hewed 
ourfelves ;  for  they  are  ufuajly  no  otherwife  courage- 
ous, than  when  they  believe  their  enemies  are  (^  a 
<laAardIy  nature. 

On  thetwenty-eighth,betimesin  the  morningy  came 
a  perfon  on-  board,  who  brought  us  our  five  s^o, 
whereof  four  were  Englifh,  aod  the  other  a  French, 
man,  together  with  fomc  refreftiments  for  the 
-wounded-  men,  and  a  letter  to  this  purpofe : 

The  prefident  rf  Panama^s  letter* 

*  T  Send  you  ^11  the  prifoners  I  had  in  my  power, 
^  -■-  and,  if  there  had  been  more,  you  ihould  have 

*  had  them  delivered  :  but,  as  for  thofe  that  are 

*  in  your  cuftody,  I  will  leave  that  to  be  managed 

*  according  to  your  own  hondfty  and  the  pra£tice  of 

*  war.' 

Hereupon  we  fent  'him  a  dozen  of  the  moft 
wounded  amongft  their  men,  and  writ  to  him  the 
following  letter : 

A  letter  for  the  prefident  of  Panama. 

*  U  AD  you  ufed  us  in  this  manner  when  we  fent 
<  ^  to  you  for  the  relcafemeut  of  our  five  men 
«  whom  you  fent  us,  you  would  have  faved  the  lives 

*  of  thofe  wretches,  whofe  heads  we  have  fent  you, 

*  and  whofc  death  you  have  been  the  occafion  of: 
'  we  give  you  a  dozen  men  by  way  of  exchange, 

*  and  require  twenty  ihoufand  pieces  of  eight  for 

*  the  ranfom  of  thofe  that  are  ftill  behind  :  but,  in 

*  default  thereof,  we  fliall  put  them  out  of  condi- 

*  tion  to  fend  us  poifoncd  bullets  again  ;  which  is  fo 

*  manifeft  a  contravention  of  the  laws  and  maxims 

7  '  of 
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•  of  a  jufl  war,  that  if  wc  were  minded  to  pnnilh 
'  according  to  the  rigour  of  thofe  rules  prefcribed 

•  thereby,   we  fljould  not  have  given  one  man  o£ 

•  them  quarter/ 

Onr  five  men,  whom  the Spaniardis  gave  up  to  u?, 
ftrther  confirmed  us  in  the  account  we  had  of  ihc 
madacring  of  the  three  fore  mentioned  parties  in  tlie 
river  of  Boca  del  Chica,  whereof  they  themfelvcs 
were  eye-witnefTes.  About  twelve  a  clock  of  the  fame 
day,  which  was  the  t^\^nty-eighih,  we  weighed,  and 
anchored  again  at  Tavoga  to  lake  in  water  :  and 
whilft  matters  were  concluded  on  between  the 
Spaniards  and  us,  in  refpeft  to  the  ranfoming  of  their 
people,  we  required  they  Aould  come  to  a  treaty 
with  us,  which  they  confented  to,  and  feut  us  daily 
divers  canoes  full  of  merchandize  and  otherrefieih- 
ments,  all  which  we  bad  dog-cheap  of  them^  ex- 
cept meal,  bifket,  meat,  and  other  provifions  which 
they  kept  back,  the  reafon  whereof  might  be  eafilj 
gueflfed  at. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  their  meflcngcr  returned,  who 
gave  us  an  account  that  he  had  been  about  the  city  to 
get  the  ranfom,  and  that  they  had  not  got  above  fix 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight  together ;  but,  as  we  were 
eager  to  be  gone,  we  told  them  they  mufl:  fend  us 
ten  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  or  elfe  we  would  go 
into  the  city  to  fetch  them.  The  eflfeft  of  thlg 
bluftering  was,  that  on  the  firft  of  November 
came  a  canoe  to  tell  us  that  a  bark  would  bring  u» 
next  day  the  fum  we  demanded ;  and  on  the  fecond 
two  of  our  men  died. 

As  we  faw  nothing  coming  firom  Panama,  wc 
made  ready  and  entered  into  the  port,  and  when 
we  had  hung  out  our  main  flag,  we  fired  a  gun ; 
they  anfwered  our  fignal  by  patting  up  a  white  flag 
upon  ooe  of  the  baAion?  of  the  fort,  to  give  us 
K  3,  notice 
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notice  that  the  money  was  not  yet  ready,  which 
made  us  put  out  again,  and  lie  all  night  at  the  cape 
before  the  mouth  of  the  port.  Next  day  came  to  us 
a  knight  of  Malta  in  a  bark,  wherein  he  brought  ui 
ten  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  received  the  pri- 
foners  frcm  us.  On  the  fifth  we  anchored  at  Ot- 
t'xjua,  in  order  to  viftual  our  fliips ;  on  the  feventh 
two  of  our  men  died. 
^  On  the  eighth,  the  Indians  who  had  been  our 
guides  in  our  paffage  from  the  North  to  the  South 
lea,  and  who  kept  dofe  with  us  ever  fince,  were 
taken  or  murdered  by  the  Spaniards  upon  this  iOand 
of  Ottogua,  in  revenge  for  the  fervice  they  had  done 
las  :  on  the  eighth  in  the  morning  we  put  fifty  men 
alhore,  to  fee  if  they  could  find  the  place  whercunto 
the  Spaniards  had  withdrawn  themfelves,  whom  we 
could  not  find  in  their  habitations,  that  we  might 
know  what  they  had  done  with  thofe  Indians ;  bat 
we  could  find  nothing,  iave  their  moaey  and  bag- 
gage, which  they  had  hid  in  a  vault. 

The  fame  day  at  noon  captain  Townflcy  died  oi 
)i;s  woimds :  we  thpew  his  body  into  the  fca,  ac- 
cording to  his  defire,  with  fuch  ceremonies  as  are 
sfual  upon  thefe  occafions:  on  the  tenth  we  weighed, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  at  King's  Iflands,  and  two 
days  after  died  one  of  our  wounded  men.  On  the 
fevente^nth  we  put  out  with  the  little  frigate  and 
long  bark,  to  fail  to  the  port  of  Panama,  to  fee 
whether  they  had  any  (hips  there  that  might  come  to 
infult  us,  while  our  vclTcls  were  a  careening.  Wc 
had  a  N.  W.  wind,  fo  that  we  could  not  reach  theifles 
of  Fericos  before  the  tenth,  when  we  found  our- 
felves  under  the  forts  of  that  town.  We  furled  our 
low  fails,  and,  a?  the  Spaniards  faw  us  bring  to, 
they  gave  us  three  guns,  after  they  put  up  Burgun- 
dian  colours  upon  the  windward  baftion :  but  when 
we  uaderilood  there  was  no  fbip  in  that  place 

whereof 
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whereof  wo  might  be  afraid,  we  went  out  acriiizipf^ 
between  Tavoga  and  Sippilla,  we  being  itfolved  to 
watch  thofe  two  (hips  that  were  to  come  from  Lima, 
and  in  the  mean  time  we  feat  one  of  our  periaugucs  10 
bid  our  men  careen  the  veflels  with  all  expedition, 
aiKl  that  they  need  fear  no  danger  from  Panama 
We  had  very  bad  weather  in  this  channel ;  it  blew 
round  all  the  points  of  the  compafs  with  fuch  violent 
"whirlwinds,  that  the  fea  grew  very  boillerous  :  but, 
on  the  twenty-eighth,  the  weathur  proving  more  mo- 
derate, we  difcovered  a  fhip  failing  all  along  the  coaft 
of  the  main  land,  after  which  we  fent  two  pcriaugues 
in  chace :  flie  would  have  entered  into  the  port  of 
Panama,  but  they  firing  upon  her  from  the  fort,  as 
believing  (he  was  one  of  our  (hips,  /he  paffed  by, 
and  our  periaugues  took  her  :  (lie  came  from  Nato, 
and  was  laden  with  provifions  and  fugars,  which 
ibe  was  carrying  to  our  enemies^  who  had  the  charity 
to  put  her  back  to  us. 

On  the  eleventh,  being  not  able  to  fee  any  thing 
of  what  wc  waited  for,  we  failed  for  the  King's 
Iflands,  and,  as  the  moon  (hone  bright,  we  found 
the  currents  very  ftrong  there  alfo,  which  obliged 
us  to  anchor  in  the  channel,  with  all  the  tides  con- 
trary to  us,  from  twenty  to  forty  fathom  water :  we 
arrived  on  the  fixteenth  at  the  ifland  where  our  fhips 
'  were  careening,  and  fcund  them  all  ready  done. 
The  fea  round  about  thefeKing*sinands,  whereof 
1  have  fpoken  fo  much,  is  full  of  a  great  many  very 
large  whales,  who  are  infelled  by  a  fi(h  they  call 
cfpadon,  that  afTaults  them  continually  with  a  kind 
of  fi(h-bone,  like  unto  a  fabre,  fattened  to  their 
heads ;  and  this  makes  thofe  monflrous  animals  to 
give  fuch  leaps  and  rebounds,  that  they  raife  them- 
felves  continually  above  the  w^er:  but  to  retura 
from  a  great  fi(h  to  a  fmall  one,  I  (hall  fiy,  that, 
befides  pearl-oyfters^  which  are  to  befpund  in  thofe 
K  4  pai  u 
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parts  in  great  numbers,  there  are  alfo  others  that  are 
exceeding  good,  and  To  large  that  they  are  forced  ro 
cut  them  into  four  parts  to  eat  them,  and  they  arc» 
when  roafted;  exceeding  white. 

We  departed  on  the  eighteenth,  and  failed  for 
thofe  idands  that  are  in  the  main,  where  we  came  to 
^n  anchor  on  the  nineteenth  in  the  morning,  and  oti 
the  twent'eth  put  out  with  our  galley  and  two  peri- 
augues  to  to  to  a  fugar-plantation  which  Aands  two 
leagues  to  leeward  of  Panama^  giving'  orders  at  the 
fame  time  to  our  ihips  to  come  and  anchor  there 
three  days  after  us.  We  poflTeflTed  otfrfelves  of  the 
faid  plantation,  and  feized  all  the  people  beloneing 
thereto,  who  told  us  there  was  a  courier  come  from 
Chiriquita  to  Panaiha,  who  reported  he  bad  feen  two 
(hips,  and  as  many  barks,  belonging  to  the  Free- 
booters, anchor  at  the  port  of  that  town,  who 
(Came  for  provifion  there,  wherewith  we  were  fome- 
what  furprized,  and  could  hardly  believe  thofe  Free- 
booters would  have  left  fo  good  a  coaft  as  that  of 
Peru  was  (whither  we  knew  they  were  gone)  to 
come  thither,  which  is  much  worfc ;  which  difference 
arifes  from  no  other  than  the  abundance  and  quality 
of  the  provifions  that  the  former  produceih;  wherecf 
I  (hall  give  you  an  account  hereafter  :  we  were  alfo 
informed  by  thdfe  prifoners,  as  it  was  very  true, 
that  a  galley,  which  we  knew  well  enough  was  in 
building  at  Panama,  was  finiOied,  that  (he  carried 
fifty-two  oars,  five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  forty  pa* 
tereroes ;  that  there  were,  what  with  thofe  come  from 
Carthagena  and  Porto  Bello,  five  hundred  men  come 
to  go  on  board  her  and  two  periaugues,  and  that  they 
-watched  the  opportunity  of  our  pafling  before  their 
port,-  as  we  had  ufed  to  do,  to  the  end  they  might 
put  out  in  the  night,  and  furprize  us  during  the  ab« 
fence  of  our  other  (hips,  whom  they  fuppofed  to  be 
ftill  a  careening.  On  the  twentj-fourth  wc  anchored 
/^  at 
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arOttoqua,  to  gather  mace  and  rice  that  were  ftilL 
ftaDdiog  00  the  ground ;  and  next  day  being  appre* 
henfive,  according  to  the  report  of  our  prifoners, 
that  there  might  be  free-booters  at  Chiriquita,  wa 
fcnt  a  bark  thither,  to  give  them  notice,  if  /he  found 
it  to  be  really  fo,  that  we  would  come  up  to  them  as- 
fbonaswehad  taken  in  fomeprovifionsalong  thecoaft  : 
vre  put  nineteen  prifoners  on  the  twenty-ninth  afhore, 
and  made  ready  to  depart  with  aneafterly  wind  :  we- 
•were  got,  on  the  thirtieth  in  the  morning,  over-againft 
the  bay  of  La  Villia  ;  we  ftraitened  our  round  top^ 
being  afraid  to  come  by  it:  we  embarked  in  the- 
evening  on  our  canoes,  and  on  the  thirty-firft  at  mid- 
night went  aftiorc*  We  were  quickly  difcovered  by 
a  party  that  went  the  round?,  which  made  us  ufe  all 
the  diligence  imaginable  in  order  to  get  into  the 
town,  before  they  had  time  to  make  themfelves  ready  r 
but  our  guide  having  led  us  oiitwof  the  way,  another 
party  making  the  round  pafled  by,  who  no  fooner 
law  us,  but  ihey  made  all  the  hafte  they  could  to- 
get  away,  yet  we  fired  upon  them  prefently,  which 
difmounted  three  of  ihem,  and  one  we  took  prifoner, 
who  told  us  we  were  ftill  three  leagues  diltant  from 
La  Villia,  and  that  we  were  gone  out  of  "our  way^ 
that  all  the  people  there  were  at  their  arms,  and  that 
they  had  had  a  reinforcement  of  fijc  hundred  mea 
lent  them  from  Panama.  Upon  this  information  wc 
flopped  (hort,  and  were  forced  to  return  back  again^ 
bccaufe  we  knew  very  well  that  we  were  difcovered, 
and  that  fo  we  loft  all  our  labour.  Before  we  went" 
on  board,  we  went  to  eat  to  an  Ellantia  that  was  half 
a  league  off  from  the  fea-fide,  from  whence  the. 
Spaniards  brought  us  back,  by  charging  our  rear 
from  lime  to  time,  till  that  we  had  rejoined  our  ca- 
Itoes,  whereoi  when  we  had  reirabarkcd,  we  found! 
ourlcives  ib  weary  and  fatig^ied,  that  we  deferred  till 
next  d.iy  to  go  and  join  our  fliip;  and  this  being; 
K  5  perceivuli 
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perceived  by  the  Spanwds,  they  fired  fo  bwMStj 
upon  US|  that  we  were  conftraioed  to  go  and  lie  at 
anchor  farther  from  the  (hore. 

Oq  the  fecond  of  November  we  rejoined  otir  fiupf 
that  were  cruizing  in  that  bay.  In  the  evening  we 
anchored  between  the  ifland  of  Iguana  and  the  con* 
tincnt  over-againft  fomc  hatto's  we  faw  there,  witll 
a  defign  to  go  and  fee  for  fome  provifion ;  to^whicb 
end  we  went  afliore  on  the  third  at  noon,  where  we 
fennd  the  Spaniards  got  together,  with  whom  we 
fought  for  half  an  hour ;  tliey  killed  us  one  man^ 
and  wounded  another  :  but  they  could  not  hinder  ua 
to  go  to  the  next  hatto,  where  we  found  no  fort  of 
cattle,  for  the  Spaniards  had  carried  away  and  drove 
them  before  them  ;  here  we  lay  this  night ;  bat  the 
Spaniards  being  unwilling  to  let  us  have  any  reft, 
we  were  forced  at  midnight  to  march  out  againft 
them,  and  made  them  quit  the  field  to  us. 

On  the  fourth  we  returned  on  board  onr  vcf- 
fels,  having  brought  only  fome  little  refrefliments 
along  with  us  to  our  wounded  meo ;  and  that  even- 
ing Tailed  away  with  a  wed  wind,  keeping  ont  to 
fea  to  the  fifth  at  noon,  when  wc  returned  to  land  ; 
at  midnight  we  fleered  S.  S.  E.  as  near  the  wind 
as  we  could  till  the  fixth,  that  we  were  brought 
back  to  the  (hore;  about  the  middle  of  the  following 
night  we  difcovered  a  veflel  under  fail,  and  joined  her : 
It  was  the  bark  that  we  had  fent  to  Chiriquiu,  who 
meeting  with  very  bad  weather,  was  conftr^ined  to 
put  back  under  the  morn  or  cape  of  Puercos.  Oa 
thefeventh,  being  not  able  to  double  the  morn,  be- 
caufe  of  the  contrary  weft  winds,  we  fent  our  galley 
to  Chiriquita,  inftead  of  our  bark ;  we  could  not 
double  the  morn  bfore  the  twelfth :  and  wc  had  a 
blaft  of  wind  on  the  night,  that,  in  itfelf,  was  fa^ 
▼ourable  enough  for  our  courfe,  but  the  currents 
carried  us  fo  to  leeward,  that  we  were  ftill  on  the 
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thirteenth  fix  leagues  to  leeward  of  the  morn  We 
fleered  W»  N.  W.  bearing  upon  the  Ifle  of  Tygcrs, 
the  which  ftands  fix  leagues  N.  and  S.  from  the 
contioeor,  between  the  river  of  St.  James  and  this 
mom  or  cape  of  Paercos :  on  the  fourteenth  nt 
night  we  were  apprehenfive,  left  we  (hould  be  drove 
too  near  the  (bore. 

On  the  fixieenth  we  arrived  at  St.  John's  iflanrf, 
where  we  met  with  our  galley  returned  from  Chiri- 
quita,  having  found  nothing  of  what  fhc  foiuThtfor 
in  that  place;  which  flill  increnfcd  the  fufpicioti  we 
had  already  entertained,  that  the  pre(ident  of  Pa- 
nama had  caufed  a  falfe  report  to  be  (pread  abroad^ 
that  fome  freebooters  had  been,  there,  that  fo  he 
might  get  us  to  quit  his  port,  and  make  way,  by 
our  abfence,  for  thofe  fhips  that  were  expefted  from 
Peru  to  enter  into  Panama  ;  and  this  fo  much  the 
more  heightened  our  courage,  in  that  we  came  to 
nnderftand,  one  day  after  another,  the  cowardice 
and  daftardly  nature  of  this  proud  nation,  who, 
with  her  three-decked  ihips,  mounted  eath  of  them 
with  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  and  having  four 
hundred  men  on  board,  were  afraid  of  pitiful  barks, 
who  had  but  four  guns  and  fome  patereroes  in  all,, 
with  which,  however,  we  waited  for  them. 

On  the  eighteenth  we  brought  our  galiies  and  ca- 
noes afhore,  in  order  to  clean  them ;  two  days  after 
we  departed,  with  an  intention  to  take  fome  pri* 
fi^ners,  from  whom  we  might  obtain  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  truth  or  falfhogd  of  any  frce-bootcr5 
having  been  at  Chiriquita,  for  they  might  have  beea 
gone  before  we  had  fent  thither,  and,  upon  our  de- 
parture, we  appointed  our  fhips  to  rendezvous  at  the 
ifle  of  St.  Peter,  there  to  tarry  till  we  returned. 
On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  we  went  afhore 
two  leagues  to  the  leeward  of  the  river  Pueblo  Nuevo, 
where,  after  we  ba4  travelled  till  about  four  in  the 
K;  6  after* 
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afternoon,  to  difcover  fome  honfes,  we  frsf  tvo 
horfemeo,  one  of  whom  we  difmoooted,  but  he 
made  his  efaipe,  and  took  the  other,  of  whom  we 
aflced  where  we  were ;  aod  being  informed  that  there 
was,  about  half  a  league  from  theoce,  a  borough 
called  Stv  Lorenxo,  we  went  that  way,  and  arrived 
there  in  the  twilight :  here  we  took  a  great  maD j 
prifoners>  who  toU  us  they  bad-heacd  of  no  free*^ 
booters  from  the  time  we  had  taken  Cbiriquita^ 
which  now  fully  confirmed  u&  in  a  belief  of  the 
amufcment  the  prefident  of  Panama  bad  entertained. 
DS  with :  on  the  twenty-fixth  we  returned  to  the  fca- 
iide  with  our  prifoner^^  and  difcoyeied  our  (hips  that^ 
were  failing  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,,  to  whoa 
we  fent  a  canoe,  to  give  them  notice  to  come  and 
anchor  at  an  ifland  which  is  over-againft,  and  tbre& 
quarters  of  a  league  diftant  from  the  port  of  St.. 
liorenzo. 

This  borough  ftands  a  league  and  a  half  within: 
knd,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  more  than  a  vil«. 
bge;  it  is  inhabited  partly  widi  Spaniards,  and> 
partly  Indians,  who,  as  I  ha^  already  faid,  have 
been  reduced  by  degrees,  and  fiibmitted  themfelTest 
to  the  Spaniards  :  it  is  a  very  open  country,  and  a 
man  is  fo  far  from  being  fure  of  what  place  he  is  in,, 
that  he  would  believe  himfelf  to  be  at  Chiriquita, 
when  here,  fo  like  is  the  one  to  the  other,  as  well  m 
refpeA  to  the  borough  and  places  adjacent,  as  for 
the  cour-fe  and  difpofitioA.  of  the  riveis  whereu'ith 
k  is  watered;. 

On  the  twenty4ixth  in  the  evening  we  went  on 
board  our  fliips  with  our  priioQers,  and  agired  with 
tbem  upon  what  quantity  of  provifion  they  were  to  gii^e 
lis  for  their  ranfom ;  on  the  twcnty-fcventli  we  fent  the 
ibither  or  curate  of  the  place  aOiprCyto  difpatch  the 
fending  of  it :  on  the  twenty-eighth  theEngli(b,  who 
ttade  poxiof  our  fleet,  delired  us  tooome  togcxher^ia 

ordct 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BtecAKiERS,  t^c'  of  America.       22^ 

iMrder  to  make  a  dWifion  of  the  (hips  and  artillery  we 
bad  taken,  as  being  defirous  to  be  in  a  (hip  by  them^ 
fclvcs,  which  was  prefently  done.  On  the  fiift  of  De*- 
cember  we  fent  a  canoe  to  the  continent,  and  the  men 
that  were  in  her  told  us,,  they  had  feen  a  troop  of 
horfe  who  threatened  them  at  a  diftance  with  their 
cutlafles,  ^hich  made  us  at  night,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  men^  go  afhore  to  fee  them  :  on  the 
fecond  we  waited  for  them  in  their  town  of  St.  Lo- 
renzo, but,  no  body  appearing,  wc  burnt  it.  As 
foon  as  the  Spantards  faw  the  fire,  the  commander 
of  the  place  canoe  to  ofier  us  a  ium  of  money  for 
the  ranfom  of  the  prifoners,  which  we  refufed,  be- 
fiaufe  we  had:  much  more  need  of  proviiion :  we 
told  them,  if  they  did  not  fend  us  the  fame^ 
purfuant  to  the  agreement  we  had  already  made  with 
their  people,  they  fliould  have  no  more  to  do  than 
to  fend  for  their  heads  away  from  the  iiland.  lu 
the  faid  commander's  houfe  w-e  found  the  following 
letter  writ  by  the  tenient  of  Chiriquita: 

ji  letter  from  the  tenient  of  Chiriquita  to  the  com* 
mander  of  the  town  of  St,  Lorenzo^ 

•SIR, 
••  t  HAVE  fent  you,  by  way  of  reinforcement,  all 
'  ^  the  men  which  I  could  get  together:  ufe  your 
•*  endeavours  to  take  one  or  other  of  the  enemy,  to 

*  the  end  we  may  know  what  they  defign  to  do, 
'  about  which  our  generals  are  mightily  concerned: 
^  order  the  cattle  to  be  drove  away  from  the  fea-fide, 
'  and  put  them  into  a  place  fit  to  lay  an  ambufcade, 
*•  to  the  end  that  the  enemy,  fevering  from-one  ano- 

*  ther,  according  to  their  ufual  manner,  in  order  to 

*  kill  them,  it  may  be  fo  much  the  more  eafyfor 
^  you  to  fecure  fome  one  of  them :  but,  if  yoa 

.  ^  cannot  do  that,  lay  an  ambutcade  at  a  place  whert 

*  you 
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*  yott  think  ihcy  will  put  our  prifoners  afiiore,  and 

*  let  them  (hew  you  thofe  perfons  whom  they  have 
^  obferved  to^  be  moft  refpeded  on  (hip- board;  fo 
'  that,  if  God  gives  us  the  advantage  o^r  them» 

*  do  not  you  cut  ihcm  off,  but  fend  them  to  roe; 

*  efpecially  interrogate  the  women,  ih.^t  you  may 

*  know  whether  they  have  met  with  fome  weak  fei* 

*  low  that  hath  made  any  difcorery  unto  them/ 

This  letter  made  us  keep  more  upon  our  guard 
than  otherwife  we  would  have  done,  and  we  re- 
turned on  board  our  (hip  that  evening :  on  the  third 
we  went  in  a  Canoe  afliore,  to  fee  whether  they  had 
brought  the  provifion  agreed  upon  for  the  ranfom  of 
their  people,  but,  inflcid  of  that,  we  faw  them 
bufy  in  raifing  an  intrenchment  near  the  place  where 
they  expefted  we  (hould  make  our  defcent,  which 
gave  us  to  underftand  they  parfued  the  orders  pre* 
fcribed  to  them  by  the  forefaid  letter.  On  the  fourth 
we  put  tho'e  prifooers  aihore  upon  the  idand  where 
we  had  anchored,  and  left  them  there,  without  any 
farther  expefting  of  their  ranfom,  that  fo  we  might 
fecure  ouifelves  againft  that  ambufcade  whereinto 
w^  mud  have  fallen,  had  we  ftnt  them  to  the  fame 
place  where  we  took  them. 

In  the  evening  we  weighed  aud  failed  for  the  bay 
of  Boca  del  Toro,  with  an  cafterly  breeze  that  put 
us  forward :  on  the  fifth  we  doubled  the  point  of 
Porica,  which  is  ten  leagues  to  leeward  of  that  bay  j 
at  the  height  whereof  we  were  becalmed  till  the 
tenth ;  when,  towards  evening,  a  fmall  wind  blow*, 
ing  from  the  fea  arofe,  which  brought  ws  to  the 
mouth  of  the  bay :  but  the  fame  wss  followed  by 
fo  terrible  a  tempcft,  that  our  ftiip  lay  for  an  hout 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  fhe  was  under  water  as  for 
as  her  great  fcuttk;  and  what  amazed  us  was,  that 
our  ropcSj.  flxects,  and  cluUjigs  were  cut  fo  cleverly, 

as 
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fB  if  the  fame  had  been  done  with  an  hatchet :  how^ 
ever,  this  tearing  of  oiu*  rigging  ferved  us  in  good 
iVead,  for,  had  it  not  been  for  that,  we  had  quickly 

foae  to  be  meat  for  fifhes*,  for  our  fails,  being  held 
y  no  other  than  the  wind  and  arms  alone,  the  fail- 
yards,  yet  ftretched  themfelves  oat  along  the  mafts, 
and  our  ftiip»  by  little  and  little,  happily  recovered 
herfelf :  the  wind  was  allayed  iii  the  duflc  of  the 
evening^  by  a  great  deal  of  rain  that  fcH,  wherewith 
we  were  becalmed  ;  and  on  t|ie  eleventh  we  had  a 
foutherly  wind,  which  Brought  us  to  an  anchor  in 
the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

The  mouth  of  this  bay  of  Boca  del  Toro  is  about 
four  or  five  leagues  in  extent  from  one  point  to  ano- 
ther, and  eight  in  depth.  If  you  would  enter  into  it 
with  fafety,  you  muft  keep  the  whip  of  your  rudder  to 
larboard,  becaufe  it  is  dangerous  to  keep  to  the  eaft 
fide.  Here  is  good  anchorage  every-where,  an4 
alfo  a  covert ;  one  may  anchor  in  the  bottom  of  the 
bay  within  pillol  (hot  of  land. 

There  are  four  iflands  contained  in  it,  that  ftand 
very  near  unto  the  main  land  to  the  eaft  and  north- 
eaft;  but  it  is  not  fafe  to  lie  near  them,  becaufe  of 
th«  many  rocks  that  are  there.  Several  fine  rivers 
difcharge  themfelves  into  it,  and  lead  us  up  them  to 
divers  Indian  carbets,  who  have  neither  peace,  nor 
are  in  amity  with  any  people  whatfocver,  no  more 
than  thofe  whom  I  have  mentioned  .when  I  fpoke  of 
cape  la  Vella  and  Boca  del  Drago ;  which  yet  does 
not  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  paffing  their  caravans 
through  the  midft  of  their  country,  when  they  come 
from  Coftii  Rica  to  Panama  :  but  then  they  muft  be 
very  well  guarded;  and  the  great  road,  through 
which  they  pafs,  is  not  above  fix  leagues  from  the 
fea-fide. 

On  the  twelfth  we  went  to  find  out  trees  fit  both 
to  niake  canoes  of  for  carrying  our  water,  and  canons 

of 
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of  war :  oa  the  twenty-fifth,  hAxxg  Chriftmas  diy,  a^ 
ter  we  had,  accordiDg  to  cuftom^  bid  our  prayers  in 
the  night,  one  of  our  quarter-maflers  beic^  gone  a^ 
(hore,  in  order  to  talse  care  about  our  eating  fomeTic* 
tuals  (for  our  ftijp&  being  a  careening,  all  onr  prori^ 
/ions  were  then  put  out)  one  of  oar  prifooers,  wh^ 
ferved  u&  as  cook,  Habbed  him  'With  a  knife  in  fix  feve* 
ral  places,  wherewith  crying  oot,  he  was  prefently  re^ 
lieved,  and  the  aflaffia  puiH(hed  mth  death.. 

CHAP.  vr. 

The  Freebooters  voyage  to  the  South-feas  in  t6Sj. 


O' 


^N  the  firftof  January,  1687,  our  canoes  being 
ready,  we  left  this  bay  and  failed  for  that  rf 
Caldaira,  that  we  might  visual  there,  and  make  air 
end  of  careening  our  (hips :  we  left  them  there  on 
the  fecond,  after  we  had  given  orders  to  thofe  who 
had  the  charge  of  them,  to  come  and  join  us  in  the 
bay,  and  we  embarked  two  hundred  men  in  our  ca- 
lK>es,  to  crofs  over  to  la  Cagna,  which  is  a  Cnall 
iftand  very  inconvenient  to  draw  near  to,  and  (lands 
about  a  league  north  and  fouth  from  the  main  land; 
between  Boca  delToro  and  Caldaira.  We  were  fix 
days  in  our  pafllige  before  we  could  get  thither,  hav- 
ing only  put  forward  in  the  night,  for  fear  of  being 
dilcovered  :  being  come  on  the  fixth  at  night  into 
the  bay,  our  guide  made  us  put  in  under  a  covert, 
and  told  us  that,  to  prevent  our  being  difcovered, 
we  (hould  go  afhore  in  that  place ;  which  we  had  no 
fooner  done,  but  we  were  condufted  into  a  marifh, 
in  the  founded  places  whereof  we  funk  in  the  mud 
to  the  very  middle,  infomuch  that  five  of  our  men, 
of  whom  we  could  fee  no  more  than  their  heads; 
did  not  give  us  a  fmall  trouble  to  pull  them  out  with 
^ords  we  made  fall  to  maogles,  which  arc  trees  of 
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that  name  growing  ia  this  marifti :  fo  that,  not  know* 
ing  how  wc  (hould  be  able  to  free  oiirfelvcs  from 
this  wretched  place,  wc  lifted  up  our  guide  to  the 
top  of  a  tree,  to  endeavour,  by  the  help  of  moon- 
light, to  difcover  how  far  we  ought  be  from  found 
land  :  but  he,  finding  himfclf  now  at  liberty,  (kipped 
like  a  monkey  from  tree  to  tree,  and  railed  all  the 
•while  at  us,  wha  could  neither  fee  him,  nor  do  any 
more  than  threaten  him,  which  I  believe  he  littte 
mattered.  Wc  fpent  the  reft  of  the  night  in  mak- 
ing about  an  hundred  fteps  in  this  fweet  place, 
where  wc  exaftly  went  the  rounds,  and  from 
whence  we  could  not  come  out  till  break  of  day, 
and  not  then  neither^  without  being  bedaubed  all 
over  from  top  to  toe^  and  having  our  arms  laden 
with  mod.  When  we  were  in  a  condition  to  reflfeft 
a  little  upon  ourielves,  and  that  we  faw  two  hun- 
dred  men  in  the  fame  habit,  and  fo  curioufly 
equipped,  there  was  not  one  of  us  who  forgot  not 
his  toil,  to  laugh  at  the  poflure  he  found  both  him- 
felf  and  the  reft  in.  At  length,  after  having  in* 
Teighed  againft  our  guide  who  had  fo  cunningly 
faved  himielf  when  he  faw  us  ftuck  faftin  themire^ 
we  went  into  our  canoes  again,  where  wc  cleaned 
ouffelves  as  well  as  we  could,  as  we  did  alfo  our 
arms,  and,  after  having  left  our  covert,  we  met  with 
a  very  pretty  river,  whcreinto  we  entered,  and  went 
up  it  about  two  leagues,  where  we  landed  at  an  in- 
trenchment.  There  we  found  the  remains  of  the 
two  (hips  which  the  Spaniards  had  burnt,  when  an 
£ngli(h  free-booter,  whofe  name  was  Betfharp, 
came  to  careen  in  this  bay,  which  made  us  fuppofe, 
according  to  the  relation  that  had  been  given  us  eoa* 
cerning  it,  that  it  was  the  embarking  place  belong* 
ing  to  Nicoya.  We  followed  the  road  we  found 
there,  and  marching  about  two  leagues,  at  the 
^  of  them  we  entered,  by  the  help  of  the  bark- 
ing 
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ing  of  the  dogs,  into  a  boroDgh  called  San6la  CV 
talina,  where  we  took  all  the  inhabitants  prifoners. 
Now  as  we  Were  informed  by  them  there,  that  there 
was  no  more  than  three  leagues  to  Nicoya,  we 
mounted  fixty  men  on  horfeback,  in  order  to  go 
thit'ier ;  but  we  met  half  way  with  horfemen,  whom 
we  could  not  reach,  and  who,  returmng  back  with 
full  fpeed,  gave  the  inhabitants  notice  of  our  march 
towards  them,  infomuch  that,  by  the  time  we  got 
thither,  they  had  already  hid  all  their  efFefts,  and 
were  expeifllng  our  coming  upon  the  place  of  arms, 
from  whence  w«  drove  thean,  after  we  had  fudained 
their  firft  difchargc,  with  which  they  neitlier  killed 
nor  wounded  one  of  our  men.  While  we  were  ga- 
thering what  provifion  we  could  together,  we  feAt 
out  fmall  parties  iaro  the  neighbouring  places,  who 
brought  us  fome  money,  and,  among  other  things, 
the  governor's  plate  and  all  his  moveables^ 

On  the  eighth  we  left  the  town,  aad  went  to  re- 
join our  people  at  Sanfta  Catalina,  where  wefta'.d  the 
remainder  of  that  day :  at  night  came  two  of  the 
enemy's  centineU  thither,  one  oF  whom  we  killed ; 
for  they,  not  knowing  we  wet  e  in  the  town,  were 
come  to  give  the  Spaniards  notice  that  they  (aw  three 
fail  of  ihips  enter  into  the  bay,  and  that  they  were 
enemies :  bnt  this  intelligence  came  too  late.  Oa 
the  ninth  we  left  this  place  to  go  join  our  canoesagsdi^ 
on  which  being  embarked,  we  left  one  erf  our  pri- 
ibners  a(hore  to  go  and  raife  the  ranfom  of  thofe 
we  carried  along  with  us ;  and,  on  the  teathy  ve 
got  on  board  our  iUps  that  lay  at  anchor  in  the  baj. 
We  had  found  amoi^  the  governor  of  Nicoya's 
papers  three  letters,  which  were  tfaefe  that  fol- 
low. 


Tbf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucANiERS,  &r.  i/  America.      235 

?Th€  govermr^^or  general  of  the  province  of  Cofts 
JRica  his  letter  to  the  frejident  of  Panama^  dated 
May  %di  i686. 

*  S  I  R, 

*  T^HIS  letter  is  to  let  you  know  of  the  taking  of 

*  •    ^    our  dear  town  of   Granada  by  pirates  oq 

*  the  tenth  of  the  laft  month :  they  came  afhore  at  a 

*  place  where  we  had  no  centinels,  we  fuppofing 

*  there  was  no  occafion  for  it,  bccaufc  the  fea  is  lo 

*  high  there;  they  pafltd  on  crofs  a  wood  like  fo 

*  many  wild  bcails :  we  had  the  good  fortune  to 

*  have  notice  of  it  by  our  filherraen,  though  wc 
'  were  already  upon  our  ^oard  ever  fince  the  news 

*  we  had  concerning  them  from  Lefparfo  and  Ni- 

*  coya.     They  lay  on  the  ninth  at  the  fine  houfe  of 

*  don  Diego.Ravaio,  knight  of  St.  James ;  we  were 
^  Tcry  well  prepared  to  receive  them,  but  the  way 
^  of  fighting  pra^lifed  by  theie  men  did  fo  much 

*  aftonifh  ours,  that  we  could  not  niakc  that  refift? 
<  ance  we  had  promifed  ourfelves  we  (hould  do. 

*  They  fell  00  briikly^  finging  and  dancing,  as  if 

*  they  had  been  going  to  a  feaft ;  at  length,  after 

*  we  had  been  fought  bravely  by  them,  they  won 

*  the  place  of  arms,  with  the  lofs  of  thirty  of  ibeir 
5  men,  according  to  the  edimate  of  don  Antonio 

*  de  Fortuna,  a  perfon  of  good  experience  in  war, 

*  who  came  to  us  fome  months  before.  We  are 
^  alfo  of  opinion  that  they  have  loft  their  general, 
'  for  we  faw  a  man,  that  diftinguilhed  himfelf  from 

*  the  reft  by  his  habit,  fall. 

*  After  they  had  ftaid  for  the  fpace  of  four  dayt 

*  in  our  fort,  they  fent  to  require  us  to  ranfom  the 

*  town  and  prifoners  they  had  taken  ;  but,  we  b^ 

*  ing  not  very  forward  to  return  an  anfwer  to  their 

*  propofal^  they  burnt  it,  4od  went  their  wa^s^ 

*  Seigniof 
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*  Seignior  don  John   de  Caftilla,   ferjcant-major, 

*  went  out  to  obfervc  them  with  his  men  ;  but,  not 

*  knowing  they  took  away  our  artillery,  he  attacked 

*  thefe  enemies  of  God  and  goodnefs  about  a  mile 

*  from  the  town ;  but  they,  being  refolved  to  make 

*  their  way  through,  or  to  die  upon  the  fpot,  flew 

*  io  gre.it  a  number  of  his  men,  that  the  reft  fled, 

*  and  left  their  commander  atone. 

*  We  have  taken  one  of  their  men,  who  tdd  us 

*  they  came  to  our  province  upon  no  other  deiign 

*  than  to  know  the  ftrength  of  it,  though  it  is  not 

*  to  be  doubted,  if  they  had  found  our  veflels  at 

*  anchor,  but  they  would  have  made  ufc  of  them 

*  to  pafs  by  the  way  of  our  lake,  to  the  North-fea, 
^  and  have  abandoned  their  comrades,  who  looked 

*  after  their  (hips,  and  their  way  would  have  beea 

*  infallibly  by  Carthage.    Monfieur,  the  governor, 
'  takes  his  meafnres  thereupon,  and  continues  to  fbr- 

*  tify  his  retrenchment.    I  (hall  give  you  a  more 

*  ample  account  of  this  buiinefs  by  the  firft  ca^ 

*  ravaiu*" 

The  prejidcnt  of  Pannma^s  letter  to  the  governor  ^ 
Cojla  Rica, 

*  S  I  R, 

*  'TpHIS  is  to  give  yoii  notice  of  the  advices  I  have* 

*  '■'     received  from  Carthagena,    by  the  way  of 

*  Puerto  BcHo.      The  king  of  France,  fuppoHng 

*  he  had  rfceived  feme  affront  from  our  nation,  fcnt 

*  eighty  fail  of  all  forts  before  Calix,  to  demands 

*  contribution ;  and,  feeing  there  was  fo  vaft  an  in- 

*  equality  of  force  upon  this  occafion,  we  a^eed  to 

*  give  him  half  a  million  to  withdraw  his  (hips,. 

*  and  return  to  their  ports. 

*  You  know  that  my  lord  bi(hop,  on  the  twenty- 

*  fccond  of  Auguft;  forced  me  to  fend  out  three 

«  (hipt 
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(hips  to  fight  the  ptrates,  that  continued  ftill  be- 
fore our  port,  and  took  all  the  barks  and  canoes 
that  were  coming  on.  Our  (hips  furprized  them 
at  break  of  day,  which  made  one  of  the  pirates 
flip  his  cable ;  and  this  was  done,  not  for  to  fly 
away,  but  through  the  (kill  of  the  com- 
mander. •  I  faw  the  flight  from  my  ramparts,  the 
honour  whereof  I  thought  infallibly  to  have  ap- 
pertained unto  us.  Having  fcen  them  draw  near 
the  (hore,  I  fent  a  (hallop  to  bring  away  the  an- 
chor of  that  veflTel  that  had  (lipped  her  cable,  ia 
order  to  fallen  her  in  our  port.  As  foon  as  ever 
I  (aw  them  ungrappled,  I  difpatched  away  two 
IcHig  barks,  or  gallies,  to  go  and  learn  the  news;, 
and  to  bring  thofe  of  the. enemy  that  furvived  be- 
fore me,  though  my  orders  were,  that  no  quar- 
ter (hould.be  given  to  any  that  were  found  upon 
deck,  to  the  end  we  might  rid  the  world  of  thefe 
enemies  of  God  and  his  Saints,  who  prophane  his 
^  churches  and  deflroy  his  fervants.    In  the  even- 

■  ing  they  fent  one  of  our  men  to  require  me  tp 

■  give  up  five  men  of  theirs,  that  I  had  prifoners  ia 
^  my  town,  and,  as  my  prince  forbad  me  to  do  fo, 
^  I  refufed  it :  but  tbefe  new  Turks  fent  me  twenty 
'  heads,  and  I  bethought  myfelf,  that,  for  the  pre- 
'  venting  of  the  (laughter  of  fo  many  Chriflians,  I 
'  #3ght  to  fend  them  their  men,  with  ten  thoufand 
»  pieces  of  eight,  for  the  ranfon>  of  ninety  of  our 
'  people,  that  were  almoft  all  wounded,  which  they 
»  fent  us,  out  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  they  had 
<  taken  with  them.  Thus  you  fee  how  God  is 
'  pleafed  to  zSCxSt  us  on  all  (ides,  let  us  take  all  for 
*  I  the  fake  of  bis.fuffcrings  for  us.*  . 


The 
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The  tement  of  Sanfonafs  letter  ta  the  prejident  tf 
Panama. 

<  /^Aptain  Francis  Crognet  is  feparated  from  his 

*  ^  fleet  at  Realeguo,  and  gone  afliore  with  an 

*  hundred  and  fifty  men  upon  the  ifles  of  Napalla  : 

*  we  took  three  of  their  men,  who  told  us,  that 

*  thofe  of  them,  that  were  gone  up  towards  Fa- 
"'  nama,  had  a  defign  to  return  to  the  Nonh-fca. 

*  The  peace  we  have  made  with  the  Indians  wiU  do 

*  us  more  hurt  than  good  :  we  were  concerned,  at 

*  leaft,  to  obferve  their  motion,  and  flop  at  thatpaf- 

*  fage.     Thofe  people,  feeing  no  place  whereunto 

*  to  retire,  became  as  fo  many  enraged  dogs :  we 

*  had  no  need  of  that,  for  wherever  thefe  irreligious 

*  wretches  fet  their  feet  on  land,  they  always  win 

*  the  viftory.     If  you   pleafe,  let  them  have  free 

*  paflage,  that  we  may  be  at  reft;  they  came  ten  or 

*  a  dozen  times  afliore,  without  knowing  what  ibey 

*  wanted.     Send  us  a  man  who  underftands  the  way 

*  of  fea-fighting,  for  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  never 
'  be  able  to  get  off  from  thefe  iflands,  and  fo  it 

*  will  be  convenient  to  go  and  take  them  there.* 

On  the  twelfth,  as  we  faw  no  ranfom  come,  we 
fet  out  to  go  ourfelves  to  Nicoya  to  fetch  it,  wHb-e 
we  arrived  next  day;  we  fent  out  feveral  panics  alfo 
in  fearch  of  fomc  viftuals,  which  the  people  had 
hid,  and  fent  one  to  treat  with  them  about  the  ran- 
foming  of  their  town.  The  tenient  told  us  the  go* 
vernor  was  gone  for  relief  to  Cofta  Rica,  and  that 
he  had  no  orders  to  pay  any  ranfom,  farther  than 
what  had  been  agreed  on  for  the  pi!foners,  which 
was  all  ready,  and  that  he  would  not  have  us  be  im* 
patie;ir,  if  we  received  not  the  fame  as  foon  as  wc 
defired  it,  bccaufe  they  having  no  canoes  whereby 

to 
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to  fend  the  money  to  us  by  fen,  which  might  have 
beea  done  in  half  a  day's  time  (the  paflage  was  fo 
fliort  that  way),  had  been  obliged  to  have  it  carried 
on  mnles  backs  by  land,  which  was  four  days  jour- 
ney. When  we  had  received  this  anfwer,  we  fcnt 
again  to  tell  him  that  our  intention  was  to  have 
been  gone  next  day ;  but  that,  however,  feeing  he 
iTvaited  in  expeftation  of  fuccours,  we  would  wait 
alfo ;  but,  at  length,  growing  impatient  that  things 
nvere  fo  long  retarded,  we  went  our  ways  on  the 
fevcnteenth. 

Two  days  after,  being  the  nineteenth,  they  came 
to  the  fea-fide,  over-againft  the  place  where  our  veflcls 
lay  at  anchor,  and  brought  us  the  ranfom  they  had 
promifed  for  the  prifqners,  whom  we  fent  afhore  at 
the  (iime  time.  We  gave  them  a  letter  which  we 
writ  to  the  governor,  wherein  we  fent  him  word, 
if  he  would  let  uS  know  when  his  reinforcement  came, 
wis  (hould  not  fail  to  attead  him  and  that,  in  the 
mean  tim^,  if  he  did  not  fend  us  fo  many  horfe-load 
of  bifcuit  and  mace,  as  we  required  of  him,  for  the 
ranfom  of  the  town,  he  might  affure  himfclf  we 
fhould  go  and  burn  ic. 

On  the  twentieth  we  weighed  anchor,  and  went 
to  one  of  the  iflands  in  this  bay  to  careen  our  x^cflTels. 
On  the  twenty- fecond  we  went  off  in  our  canoe,  leav- 
ing no  more  men  with  our  (hips  than  were  neceffary 
to  careen  them,  and  fought  out  fome  hatto's,  where 
we  might  get  neceffary  fubfiftence,  to  the  end  we 
might  lay  by,  and  keep  in  ftore  thofe  provifions  we 
had  got  together  on  board,  and  whereof  we  fhould 
have  occafion  in  the  execution  of  an  enterprize  we 
had  formed  upon  the  town  of  Queaquilla.  On  the 
twenty- fecond,  at  night,  we  went  afhore  at  Caldaira, 
where  we  were  difcovei'cd  by  the  centinels,  who,  as 
they  made  their  efcapes,  fet  fire  unto  the  Savanas, 
in  order  to  flop  our  paffage ;  however,  this  did  not 
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hioder  as  to  reach  the  little  towo  of  Lefparfo,  which 
had  been  almod  intirely  abaodoned  iioce  the  time  of 
our  being  there  before. 

On  the  twenty- third  we  had  the  cnriofity,  orrathor 
humoar,  to  purfue  the  firft  road  that  offered  itfelf  to 
.  our  view  at  our  departure  ;  and,  after  we  had 
marched  about  a  league  on,  we  difcovered  about  two 
hundred  horfe  upon  our  iBank  and  in  otur  rear :  a 
Spaniard,  who  was  advanced  before  the  reft,  made* 
a  jhoufand  mouths  at  us,  and  reviled  us  as  much* 
which  gave  us  an  occafion  to  hide  five  of  our  mea 
that  were  behind^the  reft,  in  the  grafs,  that  was  ex- 
ceeding high  upon  both  fides  of  the  way,  and  leave 
our  main  body  to  mai^'ch  on ;  fo  that  when  our 
Spaniard,  who  ftill  followed  our  people,  went  to  pafs 
forwards,  he  was  quickly  difmounted,  and  we  made 
him  make  a  grimace  in  good  eameft:  we  queftioned 
him  according  to  our  ufual  ceremony,  that  is  to  fay, 
by  putting  him  on  the  rack,  about  the  place  where 
we  were :  he  told  us  we  were  on  the  highway  of 
Carthage,  and  that  all  places  were  quite  forfakca 
from  thence  to  this  town,  which  was  no  lefs  than 
twenty-feven  leagues,  out  of  an  apprehenfion  his 
country  had,  left  we  fhould  go  and  force  them  to 
grant  us  paflage  to  the  North-fea,  as  their  chief 
officers  had  can  fed  it  to  be  reported  among  them. 
He  alfo  gave  us  information,  that  they  had  four  hun- 
dred men  making  their  rounds,  whereof  the  two 
hundred  we  faw  were  of  that  number,  being  de- 
tached to  obferve  the  time  of  our  landing,  that  fo 
they  might  retire  to  a  ftrong  retrenchment  they  had 
fix  leagues  on  this  fide  the  town,  for  to  beat  us  back, 
in  cafe  we  made  that  way.  Being  thus  pre-admonifhed, 
we  thought  it  not  convenient  to  go  any  further,  our 
defign  being  no  other  than  to  know  the  country, 
and  to  get  us  fome  victuals  ;  fo  we  returned  to 
Lefparfo,  and  on  the  twenty-fourth  rejoined,  our 
canoes. 

Os 
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On  the  twenty-fixth  we  went  a(hore,  andcr  the 
gnidance  of  our  new  prifoner,  who  brought  us  to  a 
uigar-plantadon,  Where  we  divided  into  two  com- 
panies to  go  ta  two  hatto's,  and  took  all  the  people 
ive  could  meet  with  there^  who  informed  us,  that 
ieveral  other  hatto's,  and  fugar-pladtations  in  the 
neighbourhood,  had  alt  together  fet  out  two  hundred 
.   armed  men,  who  were  gone  in  the  evening  to  beat 
back  the  crew  of  three  of  the  enemy's  canoes  that 
had  landed  ait  Colebra,  where  they  had  killed  and 
wounded  divers  Spaniards.    We  prefently  imagined 
it  mud  have  been  captain  Grognet  that  was  come  up 
that  coaft,  and  therein  we  were  not  miflaken ;  we 
itomediately  returned  back  to  the  fea-fide,  to  go 
with  our  canoes  to  meet  him,  and  in  our  way  heard' 
.  the  noife  of  fevcral  cannon-fhot  and  fmall  arms,  to- 
wards the  place  where  we  had  left  our  (hip  careen- 
ing, which  made  us  Jouble  our  pace^   and  reimbdrk 
in  our  canoes. 

As  foon  as  we  were  got  on  board  our  ftilpi,  y^i 
Csund  captaia  Grognet,  with  three  canoes  there,  who, 
with  his  crew,  had  been  conduced  to  the  faid  place' 
by  one  of  pur  canoes,  whom  they  had  fbrlunately 
met  in  eroding  this  bay;  and  the  filing  we  had  beard 
was  made  by  the  one  and  the  other^  tor  joy  of  their 
meeting  together. 

Grognet  told  us,  that  he  came  up  this  coaft  with 
■  an  intention  to  find  out  an  uninhat>ited  place,  to  th^ 
end  he  might  land*  without  oppoGtion,  and  to  fetch 
a  compafs  crofs  the  country  to  get  to  the  North-fea. 
We  laid  the  danger  wbereunto  he  muft  necef&rily 
c^pofe  fo  fmall  a  number  of  men  before  him  (they 
being  no  mote  than  fixty  in  all)  that  if  he  were  re- 
folvcd  to  undertake  fo  dangerous  gn  enterprize,  it 
were  better  he  would  ftay  with  us  until  we  found  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  repaft  together  to  that  fea, 
as  being  better  able  conjointly  to  furmount  thofe  dif- 
Vov.  n^  L  ficulucs 
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ficulties  which  we  might  be  cxpofed  to  thereby- 
Being  overcome  with  our  reafons,  he  ftaid  with  us; 
and  after  we  had  given  him  an  account  of  the  ad- 
ventures we  had  ha(l  fmce  our  feparatipn/rom  him, 
he  alfo,  in  his  turn,  entertained  us  with  a  recital  of 
his,  and  told  us,  he  had  made  feveral  defceats  in  the 
'  bay  of  Napalla  with  various  fuccefs,  and  that,  amcmg 
other  things,  in  one  of  thofe  defcents,  the  Spaniards 
had  taken  three  of  his  men,  who  had  been  exchanged 
fome  time  after  for  other  prifoners.  But  that  the 
Spaniards  had  fo  far  corrupted  thofe  three  men  with 
the  fine  promifes  they  made  them,  while  they  were 
in  their  cuftody,  that,  upon  their  return,  they  infi- 
xinated  into  their  comrades,  in  order  to  betray  them, 
A  defiga  of  going  to  a  very  confiderable  gold  mine, 
^hich  was  Fourteen  leagues  off  from  the  fea-fide,  and 
^s  many  from  Tinfigal,  and  that,  being  prepofltffled  of 
making  their  fortunes  there,  they  had  left  the  ifland 
where  they  were,  to  the  number  of  an  hundrec^  and 
twelve  naen,  and  went  afhore  upon  the  continent, 
with  an  intention  to  go  lo  that  mine,  under  the 
guidance  of  the^jrifoners,  who  knew  the  way,  and 
towards  which  they  journied  only  in  the  night-time, 
for  fear  of  being  dlfcovered  ;  that  thofe  three  men 
who  had  been  exchanged,  and  fold  their  friends  to 
the  Spaniards,  pretended  they  were  weary,  and  had 
occafion  to  reft,  that  fo  they  might  not  go  with  the 
reft ;  that,  for  all  this,  ihey  departed  two  hours 
after,  bringing  to  the  Spaniards  (who  waited  in  a 
convenient  place  for  them)  all  the  prifoners  that 
were  afhore  in  the  faid  bay,  and,  after  fome  lime, 
carried  off  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  all  the  reft 
of  our  company  that  ftaid  behind  upon  the  ifland, 
who  had  no  miftruft  of  them,  whereof  they  laded 
a  canoe;  but  that  the  treachery,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  not  had  all  the  proie^ed  effeft ;  and  that  he 
and  his  men  got  to  the  mine  without  oppofition,  bc- 
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caufe  the  $paoiardS|  yrho  bad  made  all  things  ready 
for  paffacritig  of  them,  when  going  afhore,  got 
thither  later  than  they  fhould  have  done,  and  that 
through  the  fan^t  of  Qur  renegadoes,  who  had  too 
much  precipitated  the  departure  of  their  comrades, 
whom  they  thus  faved  by  prefling  them  on  to  their 
ruin  :  that  they  had  got  no  great  purchafe  at 
the  mines,  becaufe  there  had  been  orders  given  be- 
fore for  faving  their  treafure ;  though,  after  all,  it 
was  not  above  an  hour's  fpace  that  they  had  got  away 
four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  gold,  that  was  al- 
ready prepared.  That  yet  they  found  fome  pounds 
ftill  left,  and  took  fome  pilfoners,  who  were  fur- 
prized  by  them,  as  not  expcdling  their  company  fo 
foon,  and  that  they  alfo  tViJ  believe  they  had  beea 
defeated  by  the  way,  as  the.  defign  had  been  formed 
agalnft  them. 

That  when  they  had  ftaid  two  days  at  this  mine, 
and  being  intent  upon  returning  with  his  men  to  the 
fea-fide,  he  met  with  a  body  of  Spaniards  on  the 
way,  waiting  for  his  coming,  and  making  a  mean,  as 
if  they  woulJ,  now  upon  his  return,  make  amends 
for  the  fault  they  had  committed,  in  not  preventing 
his  defcent.  Their  commander  fent  a  trumpet  to 
captain  Grognet,  to  know  if  he  were  minded  to 
fight,  who  being  anfwered,  that  he  deCred  nothing 
mure :  the  Spaniards  lint  a  fecond  time  to  tell  him. 
that  if  he  would  give  up  his  prifoneis,  that  they 
would  granthim  free  palTage;  but  he  boldly anfwered. 
That,  if  they  defired  to  have  them,  they  muft  come 
and  fetch  them  by  the  help  of  their  arms  ;  and,  as 
for  the  pafEige,  he  would  opea  his  way  throunh  in 
fpight  of  them.  ,  That',  having  made  themfeh^.s 
read)',  the  Spaniards  had  not  the  coutTige  to  ft;^y  i  jr 
them,  contenting  themfelves  only  with  firing  a  row 
jnufquets  at  a  diftance,  and  fo  fairly  took  to  ihoir 
heels,  while  be  purfued  his  march  towards  his  caycs, 
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which  had,  as  good  luck  would  have  It,  been  Teft  iir 
a  place  where  the  renegadoes  could  oot  flie.w  them 
10  the  ejiemy. 

He  told  us  moreover,  that,  fome  time  after  his 
returo  from  that  mlae,  they  had  beea  at  Pueblo 
Vicgo,  by  the  way  of  a  river  that  runs  not  above 
four  leagues,  and  difcharges  herfelf  into  the  bay  of 
Napalla;  that  they  had  furprized  the  town,  amd  that, 
after  having  rcftol  there  for  fome  days,  as  they  were 
coming  back  to  rejoin  their  canoes,  they  had'met 
with  an  ambufcade  laid  for  them  under  the  covert 
of  a  retrenchment,  guarded  by  iix  hundred  men  out 
of  the  garrifon  of  Realeguo,  which  began  to  be  in- 
habited  again,  with  whom  they  had  fought  a  long 
time :  but,  finding  the  Spaniards  ftood  to  it  more 
tightly  than  ordinary,  they  threw  themfelves  into 
their  retrenchment,  where,  killing  all  about  them 
that  made  any  refinance,  they  wrought  a  great 
(laughter  aoiongft  them ;  that  one  part  of  them 
continued  prifoners,  while  the  other  fled  without 
any  more  ado,  and  forfook  their  retrenchments  as 
well  as  the  three  colours  they  had  fet  up  there ; 
that  the  free-booters  had  loft  no  more  than  three 
men,  but  that  the  Spaniards  in  the  heat  of  the 
adlion  killed  feveral  prifoners  of  the  one  and  the 
other  fex,  which  the  other  had  brought  away  from 
the  town,  who  after  this  went  on  board  their  veflcis: 
that  fome  months  after,  not  concurring  with  a  defign 
which  fourfcore-and-five  of  his  men  had  taken,  q£ 
going  down  towards  the  ifles  of  Calynfomia,  he 
had  refolved  with  the  fixty  that  remained  with  him 
to  go  up  towards  Panama,  where  happening,  as  I 
have  told  you,  to  meet  us,  we  gave  both  bim  and 
his  men  room  in  our  (hips,  where  we  learned  this 
whole  relation  from  them. ' 

On  the  thirtieth  we  quitted  our  (hips,  and  went 
In  "^ur  canoes  into  feveral  rivers  which  difcharge 
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themjelve$  ioio  this  bay  of  Caldaira  ;  and,  amoogft 
the  refty  into  a  very  fiae  oae,  whereon  we  went  up 
*ten  leagaes,  id  all  which  fpace  we  always  found  her 
of  the  iaoie  depth  aad  breadth.  Several  Spaniards 
told  us>  that,  a  matter  of  forty  or  £fty  leagues  higher, 
there  wa$  a  mouataia,  frooi  whence  allies  die  fpriog 
of  this  river;  and,  on  the  other  fide  of  tbefaooe 
mountain,  arifes  alfo  a  fpnng,  from  which  runs 
ti)e  river  St.  Jobn^  that  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
North- fea  at  the  White  Point, 

We  took  a  large  canoe,  laden  with  tallow,  in  this 
river,  which  (bme  time  aifter  was  of  great  ufe  to  us, 
by  way  of  food,  as  we  went  to  Queaquilla :  we 
.alfo  found  fbme  hatto's  on  this  river's  iide,  where  we 
refreshed  ourfelves  till  the  fixth  of  February,  when  we 
returned  on  board  our  (hips.  On  the  twelfth  we  de- 
parted, in  order  to  go  the  third  lime  and  vllit  Nicoya ; 
we  arrived  there  next  day  in  the  evening,  and  pre- 
ieotly  detached  Several  parties  to  get  ps  intelligence 
coocerpin^  the  Spaniards,  who  never  appeared  fince 
l^y  had  threatened  us  with  their  fuccours,  ioAead 
.  of  the  ranfom  we  required  of  them  for  faving  their 
town,  wnich  they  ftill  rcfafing  to  fatisfy  us  for,  we 
burnt  it  this  third  time,  and,  on  the  feventeentb, 
went  our  ways.  ^ 

B«t  though  we  were  forced  to  chaftife  the  Sp^ 
aiards  19  this  manner,  we  (hewed  ourfelves  very  exaA 
in  the  prefervation  of  tihe  churches,  into  which  we 
carried  the  pictures  aod  images  of  the  faints  which 
we  found  in  particular  houfes,  that  they  might  not 
be  expofed  to  the  rage  and  burning  of  the  £ngli(h, 
who  were  not  much  pleafed  with  thefe  forts  ot  pre- 
cautioQft ;  thor  being  men  that  took  more  fatisfac- 
tion  and  pleaUire  to  fee  one  church  burnt,  than  all 
ithe  houfes  of  America  put  together.  But,  as  it  was 
our  t«ra  now  to  be  the  ftrongcr  party,  they  durfl 
do  nothing  that  derogated  from  that  refpefl  we  bore 
to  all  thofe  things. 
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.  Nicoya  was  a  fmall  tcrwn,  picafint  enongh  taken 
altogether ;  its  churches  are  very  fine,  and  the  hon- 
fcs  as  ill  built ;  they  have  a  pretty  river  there,  that 
runs  about  one  half  of  the  town  round ;  but,  when 
one  is  within,  you  cannot  know  which  way  it  is 
you  have  entered,  nor  how  to  go  out,  becaufe  of  the 
height  of  the  mountains  wherewith  it  is  furrounded 
every  way. 

Wc  were  no  fooner  gone  from  (his  town,  but  the 
Spaniards  fent  to  fet  fire  10  the  roads  through  whidi 
wc  were  to  pafs,  which  yet  we  happily  efcapcd, 
becaufe  they  had  but  juft  begun  to  do  it :  wc  took 
one  of  their  men  who  was  hemmed  in  between  us 
and  the  five,  and  who  condnfted  us  to  feveral  Edan* 
tia*s,  from  which  we  did  not  return  before  the  twen- 
tieth. And  on  the  twenty-fecond  wc  put  forty  pri- 
foners  afliore,  who  were  too  chargeable  to  be  kept  oo 
board  with  us. 

Some  men  perhaps  tpay  be  amazed  a^  what  I  have 
faid  concerning  the  burning  of  the  roads,  but  they 
would  be  much  more  fo,  had  they  fe?n  it,  as  wc 
have  done :  there  were  two  forts  of  places  wheite 
this  burning  was  wont  to  be  praftifed,  to  wit,  in  the 
•  favana's  and  woods :  whcnf  the  former  were  fet  on 
fire,  \yhofe  grafs  was-  almoft  as  high  as  oar  hca*, 
and  aHb  as  dry,  in'a  manner,  as  powder,  we  found 
ourfelves  fo  befieged  on*  the  right  and  left  fide  of  die 
road  with  the  flame,  that  It  nrade  us  fed  It  to  fomc 
purpofe,  though  the  fame  were  of  no  long  duration  : 
but  when  thefe  roads  lead  through  covert  and  woody 
countries,  as  in  the  prefetit  occafion  whereof  I  am 
fpeaking,  and  that  once  ifire  be  fet  thereunto,  one 
may  fee,  according  to  the  courfc  of  tfic  wind,  the 
country  for  feveral  leagues  burnt  in  a  little  time,  to 
which  the  drynefs  of  things  doth  very  much  contri- 
bute, the  fun  bdng  exceeding  hot  at  that  fcafoo* 

On 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucANiERSj  &?r.  of  America.       247 

On  the  twenty-third  we  fent  ourquarter-mafteron 
board  ihe  Englifh,  to  make  an  agreement  with  them : 
we  propofed  to  go  in  conjunftion  with  th^m  to  tale 
Queaquilla  (where  the  Spaniards  drove  a  great  trace 
by  fca)  upon  condition  that,  if  we  took  two  fliips, 
"we  ftiould  call  lots  who  IhouW  choofe,  and  that,  ia 
cafe  there  were  but  one  taken,  that  then  we  would 
put  fifty  men  of  each  nation  on  board  her,  till  fuch 
time  as  we  could  take  another,  which  they  would  not 
Jigrce  to,  as  infifHng  upon  the  firft  choice  :  fo  that, 
feeing  we  could  not  bring  them  to  comply,  we  parted 
as  well  from  them  as  from  captain Grognet  and  fifty 
of  our  men  who  ftaid  on  board  him ;  fo  that  they  had 
an  hundred  and  forty-two  men  in  their  Oiip,  and  we 
an  huadred  and  fixty-two  in  our  frigate  and  long 
bark. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  we  weighed,  and  fet  fail  for 
Queaquilla,  which  is  the  firft  maritime  town  on  the 
fuuth  coaft,  as  you  go  thither  from  Panama ;  wc 
made  all  the  fail  wc  could  to  get  thiiher  before  the 
EnglHb^  who  had  formed  the  fame  defign  as  we  had 
done;  we  lay  by  till  the  twenty* fifth  to  get  out  of  the 
bay,  and,  in  paffing  from  the  White  Cape,  we 
fleered  S.  S.  W.  S.  and  by  S.  W.  and  direflly  S. 
to  the  twenty- eighth  in  the  evening,  that  we  had 
on  our  ftarboard-fide  a  W.  N.  W.  wind,  bearing 
us  to  the  S.  which  lafted  till  the  twenty-ninth,  whca 
we  were  becalmed  in  the  night.  On  the  firft  of  March 
towards  noon  arofe  a  pretty  frefh  gale  from  the  north, 
which  made  us  bear  S.  S.  W.  and  S.  S,  E,  till  the 
fourth,  ia  the  morning,  when  an  eafterly  breeze  took 
us,  and  made  us  bear  fouth ;  on  the  fifth  arofe  a 
N.  W.  ^nd ;  and  on  the  eighth  at  noon  we  paffed 
the  equinoftial  line,  leaving  the  ifles  of  Galapa, 
which  are  below  to  the  weft,  a  dozen  leagues  to 
keward. 
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There  are  eight  iflancb  that  fiaiid  N.  and  S.  of 
the  White  Cape»  and  £.  and  W.  from  QoeaqoiUa ; 
they  are  fuJl  of  fea  tortoUb,  that  land  there  every 
hour  of  \bie  day,  and  you  cannot  find  a  place  to  tread 
GO  or  walk  along  in  the  woods,  for  the  great  nomber 
of  land  tortoiicSy  lizards,  and  agoutus  that  retire 
thither  :  the  fea  thereabouts  is  alfo  fo  fhutfol  in  the 
prodo^ion  of  fUh»  that  they  come  to  the  very  fands 
to  die  there;  but  thefe  advantages,  on  the  other 
Kand^  are  encountered  wit^  the  want  of  water, 
whereof  thefe  iflands  are  en&ely  deftitute. 

The  windy  towards  evening,  came  to  N.  N.  £• 
and  made  us  bear  £.  and  by  S.  £•  to  keep  to  the 
cootlngot ;  the  weather,  on  the  tenth  in  the  Boorn- 
^()gt  gtew  very  dark,  and,  we  having  a  foutheriy 
blaft,  we  bore  eaft,  and  £•.  by  S.  £.  till  the 
eleventh,  when  we  were  becalmed.  On  the  thirteenth 
arofe  an  caft  wind,  and  we  bore  to  the  S.  S.  £• 
i3pon  a  tack,  and  N.  N.  £.  and  dien  lay  by  for  Come 
time,  becauie  we  did  not  know  the  currents :  09  the 
fourteenth,  having  a  N.  £.  wind,  we  bc^e  £.  S.  f  • 
and  accordingly,  as  it  blew  frcfb,  we  fieered  £• 
and  by  6.  £.  and  £.  On  the  fifteenth,  two  hours 
before  day-light,  we  had  a  florm,  and  then  a  S» 
wind ;  we  Aeered  eaft  all  that  day,  but  we  had  Aich 
bad  weather  the  fc^wiog  night,  that  we  coold  ^ot 
carry  our  fails ;  next  day  aboot  noon  the  weather 
grew  better,  and  an  eafterly  breeze  preliented  ;  we 
lay  by  till  the  eighteenth  at  noon,  when  we  disco- 
vered a  (hip  to  windward  of  us,  lo  whom  we  gave 
chace  till  the  evening  \  (he  proved  to  be  the  £ngh(h 
fhlp  that  had  parted  from  us  when  we  ^aoae  out  of 
the  bay  of  Caldaira,  wbQ>  knowing  whp  we  wcre^ 
put  into  the  cape.  We  c^pat  to  leeward  of  hfr,  but 
Ihe  fpread  out  h^  (ails,  and  got  to  leewarc}  of  ps. 
After  we  had  given  one  another  this  falutatiop,  we 
.  put  out  for  two  hours  to  fee  which  failed  beft,  but 
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knowing  at  Uft  tbqr  w«4  the  better  failors,  mid 
IcariDg  they  flMght  reach  QneaquiUa  before  us,  we 
defired  th^m  tojoiiiwith  us  in  our  defign,  to  which  , 
when  they  agreed,  we  fet  fail  together ;  we  found 
oori^ves  much  perplesled  to  know  what  huicade  we 
migbt  be  in,  fmce  we  bad  not  fesn  the  fan  for  teti 
days  togeth<»- ;  bnt  it  happily  ifH  out,  that  it  ap- 
peared 00  the  nineteenth :  our  pilots  computed  we 
might  be  about  twenty-five  leagues  to  wrnd^^rd  of 
Queaquiila,  and  fixty  leagues  from  land ;  but  the 
winds  varied  to  that  degree,  that  we  could  make  'nO" 
way,  and  many  tiroes  went  contrary. 

On  the  twentieth  we  had  a  weftwiod,  and  fteered 
E.  and  by  S.  E  till  the  twenty-firft,  when  we  were 
becaloied :  011  the  twenty-fourth  arofe  a  S.  winH^ 
and  on  the  twenty-fixth  an  eaftcrly  breeze ;  at  lalt, 
Ihe  wrad  perfifting  to  be  contrary,  we  were  reduced 
to  great  want  of  viftnals,  for  wc  bad  already  been 
upon  oar  paflfage  longer  than  our  provifion  would 
allow  us  :  to  which  we  may  add,  that  fifh  had,  till 
now,  been  fofcarce  and'hard  to  catch,  that  we  had 
bt»t  little  fuppoit  from  them  :  fo  that,  havhig  on  the 
twenty-eighth  taken  an  account  of  the  remainder  of 
our  viftu^ing,  we  were  forced  to  retrench  onrfelvcs 
'fo  far,  as  to  eat  but  once  in  forty-eight  hours :  we 
•Ifo  wanted  water,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  help 
of  rain,  we  had  certainly  died  of  thirft  ;  but  what 
made  us  amends  for  one  part  c^  our  wants  was,  that 
we  foutid  ourfelves,  all  of  a  fudden,  in  a  kingdom 
of  large  fiOies,  foch  as  emperors,  tunnies,  germons, 
'  galdenies,  nfegroes,  bonitoes,  ^nd  feveral  others,  to 
whom  We  gave  no  quarter,  no  more  than  to  the  fea- 
wolves^  who,  for  all  their  ill  fmell,  could  not  efcape 
us.  E>uring  that  time  we  bore  to  the  N.  E.  the 
wind  not  allowing  us  to  keep  on  our  defigned  courfe» 
that,  if  the  worft  came  to  the  worft,  we  might,  by 
fkis  courfe,  reach  the  ifle  of  St*  Jofao^  purmunt  to 
1-5  the 
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the  deiign  we  had  formed,  upon  meeting  with  thk 
contrary  wind,  of  pnttiog  In  there,  in  cafe  the  fame 
continued  all  the  way:  on  the  tvyenty-ninth,  after  we 
had  taken  the  latitude,  our  pilots  computed  us  to 
be  oppofite  the  ifle  of  Platta,  thirty  leagues  to  leeward 
of  Queaquilia:  on  the  thirtieth,  being  EaAer-day, 
we  were  but  one  degree  nprth-latitude  ;  in  the 
twilight  the  wind  began  to  blow  fre(h,  and  bore  us 
E.  N.  E.  Next  day  the  wind  came  S,  S,  W.  we 
fleering  eaft,  eaft  and  by  fouth-caft,  and  E.  S.  E^ 
On  the  third  of  April  we  were  becalmed;  and  as  we 
had  for  the  fpace  of  two  days,  by  the  computatioo 
of  our  pilots,  failed  towards  land,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  currents  deceived  them,  of  which 
we  made  ourfelves  fatisfied.by  the  following  manner: 
on  the  fourth,  the  weather  being  very  calm,  we  fur- 
led our  fails,and  put  out  one  of  our  periaugues,  about 
whofe  fore-caftle  we  fpun  fixty  fathom  of  our  fmalleft 
rope,  made  faft  unto  a  gnappUng-iron,  and,  from  that 
coad.fhe  made  from,  the  tide  ran  along  her  iide  with 
as  much  fwiftnefs  as  the  current  of  a  river,  and  bore 
to  the  N.  E«  On  the  fifth  we  caulked  our  ihips  ; 
towards  midoight  a  S.  W.  wind  prefented  itfel^ 
and  we  bore  S.  E« 

On  the  fjxth  in  the  morning  we  difcovered  land 
both  to  windward  and  leeward  of  us.;,  we  veered  toi^ 
leil  we  (bould  be  brought  too  near,  and  fleered  sl 
On  the  eighth  we  were  about  four  or  five  leagues 
off,  and  our  coafling  pUots  knew  the  pla^  to  be 
cape  Pafbo,  which  is  under  the  Lkie  thirty  leagues 
to  leeward  of  the  Ifle  of  Platta  ;  we  had  all  hands 
aloft^  and  fkered  S.  On  the  ninth  we  bore  to  the 
S«  S.  E.  till  the  evening,  and  to  the  S*  W.  till  tea 
at  night,  wheiv  we  fleered  to  the  S.  S.  £.  and  oa 
the  eleventh  we  were  got  to  the  height  of  thc.iile 
of  Fktta,  e^g^cefi' leagues  oi^t  at  fea,  . 
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Oo  the  twelfth  at  nooa  we  few  the  point  of 
SacAa  Hekna,  which  is  fifteen  leagues  to  leeward  of 
Queaquilla,  and  forms  the  begioniDg  of  the  bay  that 
bears  the  name  oi  that  town.  About  twelve  at 
night  we  faw  fire  to  windward  of  os ;  we  lay  by 
till  break  of  day,  when  we  difcovered  a  (hip  three 
leagues  to  windward  of  us,  and,  as  we  were  be* 
calmed,  we  fent  three  periaugues  to  know  what  (he 
was ;  they  found  her  to  be  a  prize,  laden  with  wine 
and  corn,  which  captain  David  had  taken  as  (lie 
came  out  of  Nafca,  and  which  was  feparated  frovtk 
him ;  he  had  put  eight  EnglKbmen  on  board  to  con* 
duft  her,  who  were  to  have  their  rendezvous,  ia 
cafe  of  a  feparation,  at  the  ifle  of  Platta:  thefe  meck 
told  us,  that,  after  they  had  left  St.  John's  IQand,. 
they  made  feveral  defcents,  and  in  feveral  parts^  of 
that  country,  among  others,  at  Sagua,  Arrica,  and 
Pifca  ;  that,  in  the  laft  of  thefe  places,  a  relation  of 
the  vice-roy  of  Lima  came  at  the  head  of  eight 
hundred  men  to  attack  them  with  f\vord  in  hand, 
but  that  they  were  vigoroully  repulfed ;.  that  they 
had  alfo  taken  a  great  many  (hips,  which,,  when  they 
had  pillaged,  they  let  go  again,  (b  that,  finding  they 
had  got  to  the  value  of  five  thoufand  pieces  of  eicht 
a  man,  they  had  refolved  to  return  to  the  North-lea^ 
and  that,  as  ihey  failed  a;vay  for  the  ftreigSts  of 
Magellan,  they  fcU  to  gaming,  whereat  many  ioA  all 
they  had  got ;  that  tl^y  had  anchored  in  t  le  road 
which  leads  to  the  Ifies  of  Dona.  Fernandez,  that 
iland  upon  the  brink  of  the  fireighr,  to  which 
place  came  captain  Willnet,  an  EnglUhmao,  wbo^ 
had  left  them  long  before,  and  was  come  thither 
upon  the  fame  de/ign  with  themfelves^  of  rep  ifiiog 
into  the  North-feas  by  the  iame  Ilreig.its ;  but  that 
captain  David  had  altered  bis  refoIa:ion,  for  that 
ihofc  of  his  crew,  who  had  loft  their  raoney^  were 
not  willing  to  leai^e  thoTe Teas,  oor  tbe  i^ip,  till  the; 
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had  takta  anotker :  that,  as  for  thofii  who  hid  woo, 
they  wcat  on  board  cajptaia  WSUdcc»  oat  of  which 
(hip  west  alfo,  at  the  huae  timsy  fucb  of  bis  crew 
as  were  without  moaqr,  ib  ordtr  to  go  and  get  iboie 
wiih  captain  David,  and  that  ib  tbey  were  come 
back  into  the  South?ica,  to  the  number  of  fixty 
Eaglifii  and  twenty  French,  as  Wtllnet  was  gene 
through  tlK  ftrtigfat  for  the  North-fea ;  that  captain 
Peter  Henry  was  gone  for  the  EaftJndics,  prefcntty 
after  captain  Suams ;  and  lafUy,  they  told  us  (though 
we  bad  been  informed  thereof  before)  that  the 
Spanifh  fleet  ^'as  a  careening  at  Puerto  Callao,  which, 
as  I  have  already  faid,  is  the  place  of  embarking  that 
belongs  to  Lima. 

As  thefe  eight  £ng1i(hmen  did  not  think  that 
captain  David's  frigate  would  rejoin  them  fo  quickly 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous^  they  propofed  going  with 
us  toQueaquilla ;  which  we  ia  much  the  more  willingly 
^agreed  to,  in  that  they  gave  us  a  (hare  <rf  their  vic- 
tuals and  drink,  and  a  little  revived  amongft  us  that 
ufual  merriment,  that  bad  now  for  foine  time  been 
exiled  from  us  by  the  abftinences  we  were  forced  to 
undergo,  whei^ewith  we  were  extremely  weakened ; 
then  we  failed  all  night  in  their  company,  ftecring 
S.  E.  and  by  E. 

On  the  fourteenth  we  furled  all  our  (ails  for  fear 
of  bebig  diiicavered  from  land,  near  unto  which  we 
were :'  about  two  arofc  a  fog,  by  fawur  whereof  we 
wiade  uCe  of  our  main-fail  of  .nil,  as  well  to  c6ine 
ready  rigged  into  the  bay,  which  is  thirty  leagues 
in  length,  as  to- gel  to  windward  of  the  river  Quea- 
qnilta,  and  to  fpaie  onriekes  alfo  the  labour  of 
rowing  fo  much,  for,  being  lb  extraordinary  weak^ 
wehadnotflrength  to  do  ir. 

We  (Wered  all  night  &  E.  and  on  the  fifteenth 
dilcoveied  the  White  Cape,  whk^is  the  whdward 
cape  of  tbisbnyt  «hMtt»a.i»dUBgrQi;ig,  weem- 
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fcmfccd  to  the  nuasiber  cf  enKKfaoadred  and  fixe y  nea 
on  board  oar  caoocs  after  having  ghren  our  Alps 
orders  to  lay  by  la  the  bay,  till  tbev  heard  news 
frcsi  «€. .  We  fteered  all  day  ioog  for  the  kkod 
SaaAaCUray  with  which  we  came  uf  at  foii-fettii^; 
this  litde  ifland  is  in  reality  notjiiog  die  but  a  rock, 
Aanding  E.  and  W  •  fix  leagues  diAaot  from  the  con* 
tinent  \  we  were  obfiged  to  call:  anchor  with  all  the 
tides  ooQtrary  to  us,  it  being  impoffibl^  to  put  into 
this  bay  againft  the  currents,  where  we  found  fix 
fathom  water  \  and  on  the  fixteenth  we  found  our- 
felves  between  Sanfta  Clara  and  la  Puna,  about  fire 
leagues  from  the  (bore. 

La  Puna  is  a  very  pretty  ifland,  and  may  be  dif- 
covered  at  a  great  diftance  at  fca,  becaufe  of  the 
form  of  it,  refemhiing  a  cardinal's  cap ;  it  is  twenty 
leagues  in  circumference,  and  ftands  £.  and  W. 
two  leagues  frqm  the  continent,  and  over-agaijifl  the 
mouth  ot  the  river  Queaquilla :  there  is  a  large  bo- 
rough built  upon  it,  where,  in  former  times,  were 
kept  the  king  of  Spain's  magntines.  Great  (htpb, 
chat  is,  fuch  as  are  two  or  three  deck'd  ones,  that 
cannot  come  into  the  river,  anchor  between  it  and 
the  ifiand  :  we  hid  ourfelves  in  this  ifland  all  day, 
and  that  with  the  good  luck  of  not  being  difcovered 
by  the  ceminels,  who  were  there  tathe  number  of 
forty  of  them,  though  we  knew  nothing  of  it ;  we 
departed  in  the  evening,  and  got  more  foutherJy, 
that  we  Rfight  not  be  difcovered  from  the  conti- 
nent. 

On  the  feventeenth  we  hid  ourfelves  again  in  a 
covert  place  upon  the  fame  iQand ;  where,  after  we 
had  got  an  exad  account  fVom  our  prifoners  of  the 
fbte,  fituation,  and  difpofition  of  the  town  of  C^et- 
quUla,  which  we  were  about  to  go  and  take,  we 
difpofed  of  our  forces  ia  the  following  order:  ther« 
were  flfqr  men  making^  the  ibrknx  hope^  led  by  cap- 
tain 
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tain  FIcardy  who  commanded  our  frigate,  to  attadc 
the  great  fort ;  foarfcore  grenadier?,  commanded  by 
the  captain  of  our  bark,  were  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
ireferves,  and  to  ferve  any  where,  as  there  (hould  be 
occafion  for  them ;  captain  Grognet  with  the  main 
,  body  was  to  n^e  himfelf  mafter  of  the  town  and 
port;  and  captain  George  Hewit,  who  was  com- 
mander of  the  Englifti  (hip^  with  fifty  of  his  men, 
was  to  attack  the  Iktle  fort,  and  a  tlxKifand  pieces  of 
eight  was  promifed  to  any  one  of  the  enfigns^  whereof 
I  was  one,  that  (hould  pitch  the  firA  colours  upon 
the  great  fort.  Things  being  thus  regulated,  we 
left  our  covert  in  the  eveniog,  believing  we  might  be 
able  to  enter  into  the  river  of  Qneaquiila  that  night,, 
before  day-light  appeared ;  but,  for  all  that,  all  we 
.  conld  do  was  to  gain  one  of  the  points  of  the  ifland^ 
which  is  o?er-^gainfl;  the  river,  for  we  could  have 
the  advantage  of  the  tides  coming  in  but  for  three 
hours,  which  was  the  reafon  that  oh  the  eighteenth, 
as  we  put  o£r  again,  that  we  might  the  more  readily 
get  under  the  covert  of  the  ifland,  day  overtook  us, 
and  fo  difcQvered  us  to  a  cencinel,  who  fet  d  cottage 
on  fire  as  a  iigoal  to  the  other  centinek  that  were 
pofted  at  convenient  diftancesonboth  fides  the  river, 
that  he^fiiw  us,  that  fo  thefe  might  advertife  the 
toJi^n  of  it  :  a$  foon  as  we  got  afhore,  we  marched 
crofs  a  wood,  to  get  to  the  faidfire,  where  we  found 
ioiXiG  of  thofe  that  had  kindled  it;  whereof  two. 
'were  killed  as  they  fled  to  fave  themfeLves,  and  a 
third  was  taken,  but  we  could  get  no  intelligence 
.from  him,  for  he  was  but  a  little  boy. 

This  day  we  discovered  a  (hip  entering  into  the 
river ;  we  let  her  pais,  beiAg  unwilling  to  come  out 
.f\.m  under  our  covert  to  fall  upon  her,  for  fe^r  of 
.  beir  g  difcovered  bj  thofe  on  the  main  land,  who, 
.we  fuppofed,  knew  nothing  of  us,  becaufe  the  in-  * 
.habitants  o^  Q£?Agn^la  h^d  lun  jHifwered  tbe.£se- 
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fighal  which  the  ceotinel  of  la  Puna  had  giren  them. 

UpoD  the  approach  of  aight  wc  made  ready,  and 

catered  into  the  rber  of  Qneaquilla  by  one  of  the 

two  months  we  found  there,  and  by  which  goes  ia  ^ 

and  oat  with  the  tide  fo  rapid  a  current,  that  it  \s 

enough  to  carry  a  canoe  two  leagues  in  an  hour,  fo  ^ 

that  we  made  four  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours.  > 

There  are  two  very  iine  i  (lands  in  the  two  largeft 
parts  of  this  river  (which  m^y  be  about  half  a  leagi  e 
over)  under  the  covert  whereof  we  hid  ourfelves 
on  the  nineteenth  all  day  long.    We  made  ready  v 

in  the  evening,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  be  carried 
tip  by  the  current,  without  the  ufe  of  our  oars,  for  ^ 

fear  left  the  centinels,  who  are  always  placed  on  this 
liver's  fides,  (hould  hear  the  noife  of  our  rowing : 
the  defign  of  our  guide  was  to  pafs  by  and  land  be*' 
yond  the  town,  becaufe  he  ktjew  it  was  weaker,  and  ' 

worfe  guarded  on  that  fide  than  on  the  other  ;  but  \ 

his  projctfl  failed  him,  for  the  tide,  now  going  out,  \ 

was  as  injurious  to  us,  as  before  it  had  been  favour-  '    . 

able,  and  forced  us  to  go  aftiore,  two  hours  before  *^' 

day,  within  cannon-fhot  on  this  fide  the  town,  from 
whence  we  difcovered  a  great  many  lights,  which 
they  ufually  keep  in  their  houfes  all  night  long. 

This  place,  where  we  landed,  is  a  country  full  of 
water  and  flirubs,  acrofs  which  we  were  forced  to  *" 

cut  our  way  with  onr  fabres ;  but  we  did  not  know 
.we  were  unhappHy  landed  over-againft  a  centine), 
joor  that,  half  an  hour  after  that,  one  of  our  men, 
-who  was  left  behind  to  look  after  our  canoes,  ftruck 
•fire  to  light  his  pipe  with,  which  he  rafbly  did,  con- 
.trary  to  the  exprefs  prohibition  we  had  given  Mm  ; 
which  being  perceived  by  that  centtnel,  he  made  no 
idoubt  but  there  muft  be  enemies  near,  becaufe  tlic 
Spaaiar^l^,  upon  pain  of  death,  forbid  their  peo[>]e 
*ip  ftf  ike  fire  in  the  night ;  infomuch  that  he  prefently 
liUi:bs^£gQia.fmall.patereroc,  to  give  tbe.for^  notice 
I  .0  of 
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•r  it,  who  fcidily  anlWcred  the  fione  with  a  vlioie 
d ifcbarge  of  their  cannoD.  Bcii^  overtaken  at  that 
ia  laac  of  time  with  a  ftorm  of  rain,  ve  were  obliged 
to  put  in  for  ihelter  into  a  great  honle  we  iaauA  be* 
f  xe  u$,  to  light  the  grenadiers  matcbes,  and  wak 
till  day  appeared ;  during  which  fpace  the  emexof 
fired  coQrinoally  from  the  town,  to  frighten  and  let 
m  underAand  they  were  ready  to  receive  us. 

On  the  twentieth  at  break  of  day  we  marched  out 
in  order  towards  the  town,  with  our  drums  beating 
and  colours  flying ;  and,  upon  our  appnxich,  found 
ourfelves  ftopped  by  feven  hundred  men,  who  at* 
tacked  us  from  under  the  covert  of  a  wall  four  foot 
and  a  half  high,  and  of  a  ditch,  wherewith  the  fame 
was  encompafled  towards  the  river's  fide,  which  made 
us  prcfcntiy  fupprfe  it  to  be  their  fort,  having  had  no 
good  intelligence  of  the  fituation  of  the  i^ace.  They 
did  all  they  could  to  repuUe  ns,  and  prefently  killed 
fome  of  our  men.  Being  encouraged  with  this  little 
advantage,  they  had  theboUQefstofallyout  upon  ds 
with  fwocd  in  hand  ;  but,  feeing  we  gave  them  a 
mod  vigorous  reception,  they  fled  witbcAt  any  more 
ado,  aod  contented  themfelves  with  breaking  down 
the  bridges,  to  hinder  us  from  advandng :  but  this 
could  not  prevent  our  croffing  the  ditch,  and  getting 
,to  the  foot  of  the  widl,  whereof  we  rendered  our- 
felvte  mafiers,  in  fpight  of  all  the  refi (Vance  made 
by  them,  who  were  not  proof  againft  our  grahadoo, 
that  drove  them  into  the  very  houfas,  which  are  all 
of  them  built  on  purpofe  lot  piacea  of  defence,  in 
cafe  they  be  attacked,  and  from  whence  in  a  ftort 
time  we  alfo  drove  them.  They  fled  to  the  place  of 
arms,  and  intrenched  themfHues  in  a  (bpoog  case, 
which  we  call  a  redoubt,  and  which,  when  they  had 
defended  for  an  hour's  time,  they  were  aU^  farcei  to 
td>andon,  infomuch  that  we'pqrfued  them  from  fort 
toforti  till  we  came  to  atbird,  which  is  die  |;rattcft 

and 
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and  moft  confiderable  of  them  all :  here  they  d^- 
feoded  themfelvek  a  loog  time ;  for  they  fired  coa* 
clnually  upon  ns,  by  &vour  of  the  fmoke  of  their 
cannon^  which  hindered  us  from  feeing  them.  When 
ve  were  got  to  the  foot  of  the  pallifadoes,  they  (allied 
out  again  with  fword  10  hand,  and,  having  wounded 
4bme  of  our  men,  tl>ey  took  one  of  them  prifoner ; 
but  we  quickly  made  them  leave  him,  and  to  run 
back  into  their  fort,  after  they  bad  loft  a  great  many 
men.  At  laft,  being  weary  with  about  eleven  hours 
fight,  and  our  powder  being  now  almoft  fpent,  ^fit, 
redoubled  our  efforts  in  fach  a  manner^  that  we  brojce 
in  upon  them,  and  made  ourfelves  mailers  of  ibis 
lall  fort,  but  not  without  lofs  on  our  fick,  fince  we 
had  nine  men  killed,  and  a  dozen  wounded.  We  fent 
out  feveral  parties  at  the  fame  time  to  purTue  thole 
that  fled,  who  were  ftill  in  fight  of  us,  while  the 
other  Roman  Catholicks  went  to  fing  Te  Deum  in  (be 
great  churchj  after  we  bad  firA  put  a  g^cifon  iQto 
the  fort, 

a'he  town  of  QueaquUla  is  almoft  built  round  about 
a  little  nK)U9tain,  whereon  ftand  thofe  three  forts,  two 
"whereof  are  commanded  by  the  third,  whi^  is  the 
Jau^eft;  and  all  of  them  coounand  the  town.    The 

S^ateil,  which  is  that  againft  which  we  had  mcA  to 
I,  is  lUQ  where  ftroi^,  but  to  the  river-ward«  ^mi. 
the  two  lefler  ones  arc  upoo  the  dcfceat  of  »xi  hill, 
ivbich  ^dfo  lool^s  towards  the  river^  aud  are  each  of 
tb^m  furrounded  with  a  this  but  very  h'^b  waUon 
the  outflde ;  we  fouad  none  but  pofeoeroes  to  defend 
it :  there  is  a  coouQunication  between  thefe  laft  two, 
and  the  other  by  a  covert-way,  on  each  fide  whereof 
itf-e  two  rpws  of  paUUadoes  filled  with  iBartb>  and 
defended  alfo  with  pates«roe$.  In  tbe  grgit  fort, 
which  n  ?iio  befipt  with  palli&doest  we  found  feven 
pieces  of  cannon,  carrying  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
pound  ball ;  but  they  could  m^  becaufe  of  the 
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elevation  of  the  place,  bring  their  guns  to  bear  lov 
enough  to  incommode  thofe  that  were  in  the  to\ni, 
unlefs,  by  thundering  againft  the  houfcs,  they  fhoidd 
be  buried  in  the  ruins  of  them.  The  magazines  of 
powder  ftand  in  the  middle  of  the  fort,  and  arc 
flightly  enough  built.  The  town,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved,  is  to  the  river- ward,  encompafled  with  a  wall, 
four  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  three  feet  thick  : 
the  ftreets  are  very  ftraight :  the  parifti  churches,  as 
well  as  the  convents,  are  very  curioufly  built ;  the 
houfes  are  almoft  all  built  with  boards,  and  founded 
upon  piles,  for  that  in  the  rainy  time  of  the  year, 
which  continues  from  the  beginning  of  January  ta 
the  end  of  April,  they  are  fo  incommoded,  as  to  be 
forced  to  make  bridges,  and  raife  banks  of  earth  i& 
all  the  ftreets,  to  keep  off  the  water  and  mud.  Their 
chief  commodity  is  cocoa,  of  which  they  make  cho* 
colate.  We  took  fcven  hundred  prifoners  of  both 
iexes  in  this  place,  and  amongft  the  reft  was  the 
governor  and  his  fannily :  be  was  wounded,  as  were 
icveral  officers  and  men  of  quaTity,  who  fought  more 
bravely  than  five  thoufand  other  men  that  defended 
the  place. 

We  found  in  the  place  feveral  (brts  of  merchandifes, 
a  great  many  pearls,  and  predons  ftones,  a  prodi* 
glous  quantity  of  filver  plate,  and  fevoity  thoufand 
pieces  of  eight  at  leaft ;  though  there  were  three 
millions  among  them  when  we  came  thither :  hot, 
as  we  were  all  wholly  taken  up  to  make  ourfidves 
maflers  of  the  forts,  they  laid  hold  of  that  oppor- 
tunity to  make  their  efcapes  along  the  river,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  their  moft  valnaUe  moveables : 
when  ottr  canoes  were  come  to  anchor  under  the 
town,  we  were  hot  backward  to  fend  four  of  them 
away,  in  purfuit  of  the  (hallops  that  carried  the  fad 
riches  of  the  town  aWay,  but  then  it  was  too  late : 
they  only  took  twenty-two  thoufand  pieces  (^  eight, 
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and  a  vermilion  eagle  gilt,  that  had  fcrvcd  for  a 
tabernacle  to  fome  church,  weighmg;  fixty-eight 
potiods,  and  was-  exceeding  rare,  as  well  for  the 
workmanftiip,  a»two  great  rocks  of  emeralds,  where- 
with the  eyes  of  it  were  made  r  there  were  jfoartecfh 
barks  in  the  port,  with  the  gailtes,  agatnft  whom  we 
fought  at  Pueblo  Nuevo,  and  two  of  the  king  of 
Spain's  (hips  upon  the  flocks,  almoft  finiftied :  we 
agreed  with  the  governor  in  the  evening  about  the 
price  of  his  family's,  the  town,  fort,  cannon,  and 
fiitps  ranfoms,  they  being  to  give  \x%  a  million  of 
pieces  of  eight  in  gold,  and  four  hundred  facks  of 
corn  J  and,  in  order  to  forward  the  payment  of  the 
faid  ranfom,  which  was  to  be  brought  from  the  town 
of  Quitto,  eight  kagnes  off,  he  defired  us  to  releafe 
their  vicar- general,  who  was  a  man  of  great  autho-  / 
rity  and  credit  amongft  them.  /--'^ 

We  fouiid  this  governor's  houfe  fo  richly  fumilhed 
and  fined  with  fuch  precious  moveables,  that  nothing 
'  in  Europe  could  be  more  magnificent :  the  women  in 
'  this  town  are  very  pretty  j  but  moft  of  the  fathers  tx 
iBonks  live  here  at  great  eafe,  and  in  fuch  familiarity  <^ 
with  the  fair  fex,  that  it  is  far  from  being  a  good 
pattern  and  example  unto  others  :  the  fathers  hated 
us  to  that  degree,  that  they  perfuaded  the  women, 
^ho  had  never  feett  any  free-booters,  we  were  alto- 
■  gethec  unlike  them,  tkac  we  were  not  even  of  hmnan 
form»  and  that  we  would  both  eat  them  and  their 
children ;  which  made  them  conceive  io  much  hor* 
ror  and  aveiffion  for  us,  that  they  could  not  be  dif- 
poidefled  thereof,  till  they  came  to  know  vs  better. 
But  then,  I  can  boldly  fay,  they  entertainied  quite  ' 
different  fentiments  of  our  perfoos,  and  have  givtn 
us  frequent  infiances  of  fo  violent  a  pafiion  as  pro- 
ceeded  (bmetimes  ^vcn  to  a  dqgvee  ot  folly. 

It  is  not  from  a  chance  fiory  that  I  caflM  to  know 
the  impreiOoQS  wrought  in  thefe  womeB>  Aat  we 
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ivere  men  tlmt  nrould  eat  themi  for,  the  next  daf 
after  the  taking  of  the  towo,  a  jrouog  geotlewoaaA 
that  waiDod  upon  tbe  governefa  of  the  place  bappea- 
iog  to  fidl  iota  my  bands,  asl  wascarrytagherav^ 
to  ihe  place  where  the  rei^  of  tbe  prUboers  were  Ibcpc,  ' 
Md  rto  that  eod  made  her  walk  before  me,  ifae^ 
toroed  back,  aiyly  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  told  me, 
la  her  owo  laogus^e,  '  Senior,  pur  VAmar  dc  Dm 

*  no  mi  cofflo ;'  that  is,  ^  Pray,  Sir,  for  tbe  love  of 

*  Cod  do  not  eat  me;'  whereupoQ  I  aiked  who  bad 
4okl  her  that  we  were  woot  to  eat  people  ;  (be 
aofwer^  the  fathers,  who  bad  alfo  aiOTured  them, 
that  we  had  not  human  ihape,  but  that  wxefembkd 
mookics. 

Oa  tbe  twcnty-iif  ft  fome  of  oxxr  men,  who  bad 
made  a  fire  io  the  day-time  in  ooe  of  the  boo&s 
of  the  town,  came  to  tbe  court  of  guard  io  tbe 
tmmtg,  Mithoiit  extio|gui(bi^g  of  it;  fo  tbat  at 
liigbt  i  I  ffi  t  the  town  <ui  fire ;  bu  t  tbe  fe^r  we  were  in, 
Iw  Ac  £ime  ibould  reach  ^ur  court  of  fwusd, 
wbereoo  was  lodged  all  the  powder  ia  the  place,  and 
part  of  the  mercliaadiie  and  riches  of  tbe  town,  we 
wese obliged  lo.getiiU  oarried  oo  board  die  beaks 
tbu  west  im.  the  port,  afvi  tobriagallour  priiboers 
iatD  tbe  fart ;  and,  when  that  was  dose,  we  eadca* 
yoBftd  to  put  a  iho^  lo  tbe  fii^,  which  yet  bmnt 
down  ofte  lUrd  of  tbe  town,  aotwkbftafidiag  aM  tbe 
ptfns  we  took  to  f«t  it  out. 

Wfe  retunied  aatke  itwea^-Csoood  In  tbe  iMCQuig 
i6  enrcourt  ct  guard,  and  Duu-iag  left  the  Spaniards 
oaigbLivfiife  to  pay  the  ranfom  agieed  on  for  the 
tpmo,  beonifetff  diis  aoddent,  we  bawng  promifed 
b|iOttr.  taeatjrwitb  tfatm  oot  10  bom  it,  we  took  upon 
wtobeiicffetbeyweretheaHilirof  it,  aid  feat  tbem 
a  letter,  wbereia  we  gave  tbem  ¥>  iMderftand  we 
wectmiscbfiirpriitedattbeur  manner  of  procedu^; 
diat  thtf  dKMidd,  «&er  our^  t^ceeme^t  with  them, 
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catnc  vith  a  nri&hteTous  intention  to  burn  tfte  mer- 
chandife  and  corn  that  were  of  fo  much  vi(e  to  m,  and 
<hat  we  repented  we  had  not  left  all  the  town  to  be 
burnt :  that^  if  they  did  not  nay  os  what  "Wt  had' 
fiiflered  by  the  fire,  we  fflionW  (end  them  fifty  of  the 
prifooers  heads  :  they  thereupon  excufed  the  matter 
to  US,  faying,  they  muft  be  fome  rafcally  fpightful 
people  that  had  done  this,  and  they  would  taka  care 
to  fatisfy  us. 

On  the  twenty-third  the  governor  ftimUhed  us  with 
a  coaffing  pilot,  whom  we  fent  in  one  of  our  canocsf 
CO  fee  for  our  (hips  (to  whom  we  had  given  orders 
they  fliould  lay  by  in  the  bay)  to  bring  them  to  an 
anchor  at  the  ifle  of  Puna,  whither  we  were  to  go 
at  our  departure  from  Queaquilla,  to  watt  for  the 
promifedranfoms:  on  the  twenty-fburth,  finding  one 
of  our  men  was  fick  with  the  ftench  which  the  dead 
carcafes,  to  the  number  of  above  nine  hundred,  )y« 
ing  up  and  down  the  town,  occafioned,  we  went  our 
^^ajSf  after  we  bad  firft  difmounted  and  nailed  up 
the  cannon  in  the  fort,  and  carried  five  hundred 
prifooers,  being  the  beft  of  the  inhabitants,  along 
with  ns,  into  our  barks;  wherem  we  arrived  vrith 
them  on  the  twenty-fifth  at  Puna,  where  we  found 
onr  (hips  ready  to  caft  anchor. 

On  the  fecond  of  May  captain  Grognet  died  of  the 
wound  he  had  recdved  that  day  we  took  the  town, . 
when  the  feven  hundred  Spaniards  bppofed  our 
entering  the  fort,  and  the  fame  day  died  four  of  our 
men  alfo.  On  the  fonrth  we  fent  our  galley  po  the 
iile  of  Platta,  to  fee  if  captain  David's  fri^te  was 
come  to  rendezvous  there. 

The  time  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  ranfem 
of  Queaquilla  being  expired  on  the  nrnth^  we 
granted  them  four  days  longer ;  but  then  we  began 
to  be  weary  of  this  delay,  when  a  SpanUh  bark,  that 
was  wont  to  carry  us  provifioUi  brought  an  oflker  in 
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her»  ^¥b|9  defil^sd  us  not  to  be  impatieDt,  for  the 
raoibai  wouTd  be  quickly  paid:  qow  this  dilacotlQe& 
made  us  bqgia  to  fufpe^t  very  much  that  there  was 
fbooe  treachery  la  tb^cafo,  and  that  they  entertained 
us  with  hopes  for  no  other  end  than  to  anuife  us, 
till  fuch  time  as  the  enemy  were  reinforced..  And 
our  guefs  was  right  enough,  as  wiU  appeaf  hereafter, 
infomuch  that  we  were  conftrained  to  ufe  fuch  fc- 
verity  towards  our  prifoners,  which  we  knew  would 
ftrike  a  terror  into  our  enemies.  We  made  them 
throw  dice  for  their  Ii?es,  and,  the  lot  falling  upon 
the  head  of  four„  we  cut  them  off  prefently,  and 
fent  them  to  Queaquilla  in  the  fame  veflcl  that  had 
brought  the  faid  officer  unto  us,  by  whom  we  let 
the  teqient  underhand,  that,  if  ihe  ranfom  did  not 
come  within  four  days,  we  would  fend  them  the 
heads  of  all  the  reft  of  the  people  that  were  in  our 
power. 

Our  galley  on  the  fourteenth  returned  from  the 
i(le  of  Platta,  and  related  that  ftie  had  been  chaced 
about  the  point  of  Sanfta  Hdena  by  two  (hips, 
which  (he  could  not  difcover  what  they  were  ;  and 
this  made  us  that  evening  fend  out  one  of  our 
canoes  that  failed  well,  to  fee  what  thdc  (hips  might 
be :  on  the  fixteenth  (he  found  they  came  to  jo"»n  us, 
they  being  captain  David's  frigate  and  a  prize  he  hid 
taken  after  the  other  had  been  feparated  from  them, 
which  we  met  before  we  went  to  Queaquilla  ;  they 
came  with  full  refolutlon  to  make  a  defcent  at  Paita, 
in  or^er  to  get  fome  refrelhmenrs  for  their  men  who 
had  been  wounded  in  a  fight  they  had  had  with  a 
Spanidi  (hip  called  Catalina,  which  they  met  fifty 
leagues  to  leeward  of  Lima,  and  was  one  of  ihofe 
that  we  had  for  fo  long  a  time  waited  for  before  that 
town. 

This  (hip  Catalina  was  feparated  from  two  more 
with  whom  (he  was  returning  to  the  poit  of  Callao, 
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Mvben,  unfortunately  for  her,  flie  met  with  captain  . 
David's  frigate,  that  failed  much  better  than  (he, 
and  could  have  taken  her,  without  making,  as  he 
did,  two  days  fight  of  it,  had  it  not  been  that  the 

fjreateft  part  of  his  crew,  being  continually  drunk, 
ailed  twenty  times  to  come  up  clofe  to  board  her, 
and  fuffcred  ihemfelves  to  fall  to  leeward,  becaufe 
of  their  ill  rigging,  as  often  as  they  found  themfelves 
to  windward  of  her  ;  which  being  obfervcd  by  the 
Spaniards,  they  thought,  by  putting  up  a  bloody  flag,, 
they  would  be  quickly  brought  to  ftrike,  but  thereia 
they  were  miftaken,  and  the  quite  contrary  fell  out : 
for  David's  people  growing  fober  on  the  third  day, 
aijd  putting  their  tackle  and  rigging  into  better  order 
than  before,  the  Spaniards  were  fo  terrified  thereat, 
that  they  ran  afliore,  where  their  fhip  did  not  keep 
whole  two  hours  :  David's  men,  in  a  canoe,  went 
to  fave  two  Spaniards,  who  were  about  fwimming 
to  land ;  and  now^  having  efcaped  the  danger  of 
(gowning,  told  them  that  their  captain,  having  had 
his  thigh  ftiot  off  with  a  cannon  ball,  had  defired 
bis  lieutenant  before  his  death  to  lofe  no  time,  but 
to  go  without  tarrying  to  acquaint  the  vice-roy  of 
Lima  of  the  dangerous  cftate  the  frigate  was  reduced, 
to,  that  he  might  fend  without  delay  to  her   af- 
ii  fiance. 

Our  canoe,  which  on  the  twenty  fccond  came  to 
rejoin  us,  and  gave  the  forefaid  information,  brought 
alio  along  with  her  captain  David's  prize,  which  he 
had  fent  to deHre  us  togct  a  main-mall  to  be  brought 
him  from  Queaquilla,  as  fomewhat  of  our  ranfom, 
his  having  been  very  much  damnified  in  the  laft  en- 
gagement ;  and  that,  till  it  came,  he  would  cruife 
without  the  bay  to  prevent  our  being  furprized  by 
the  Spaniards. 

I  forgot  to  take  notice  that  this  /hip's  crew  had, 
at  Paita,  furprized  a  courier  that  was  going  from 
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Qaeaqmlla  to  Lima  the  third  tinae,  to  carry  the  fol- 
lowing letter  tinto  the  Tfce-roy  J  which  clearly  made 
out  onto  us  the  fofpidons  we  had  entertained  before, 
that  the  Spaniards  deferred  to  pay  us  the  promifed 
ranfom,  that  they  might  have  time  to  prepare  them- 
iehres  to  come  and  pay  ns  in  a  fort  of  coin  we  had 
no  occafion  for,  and  which  we  did  not  require  at 
their  hands. 

A  kttir  of  the  tenimf  rf  ^utaquiUa  to  the  vicc-rcf 
of  Lirnd. 

•SIR, 

*  T  Am  to  inform  yonr  excellency  the  fecond  time, 

*  •■  that  the  Englilh  and  French  arc  ftill  at  Puna  ; 
^  it  is  feveral  days  fince  the  term  they  had  allowed  us 
•^  for  the  redemption  of  our  prifoners  is  expired  ;l 

*  have  done  it  on  purpofe  that  your  excellency  might 

*  gain  time.  They  have  fent  me  four  of  our  peo- 
*.  pie's  heads  1 1  will  amufe  them  with  fome  thouiands 

*  of  pieces  of  dght  from  time  to  time  (though  they 

*  have  no  reafon  to  be  weary)  while  your  excellency 
'  may  pleafe  to  come ;  and,  though  they  (hould  yet 
'  fend  me  fifty  heads  more,  I  (hall  elleem  that  lofs  to 
^  be  much  lels  prejudicial  to  us,  than  to  fufier  fuch 

*  evil  difpofed  people  to  live.    Now,  Sir,  we  have 

*  a  brave  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  them,  provided 
^  your  excellency  kfe  no  time  to  do  it.' 

We  could  not  have  received  a  more  certain  tefti- 
ttiony  of  the  thoughts  and  defigns  of  our  enemies, 
than  thofe  difcovered  by  his  letter  unto  us ;  fo  we    $ 
took  our  meofures  accordingly. 
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CHAP.     V. 

The  remaining  anions  of  the  free-hoot  en  in  the  South' 
fiay  during  1687. 

'X*HE  bcft  winter-quarters  which  we  had  met  with 
-*-  in  thcfe  feas,  and  that  of  longcft  duration,  was 
that  of  the  time  of  our  fojourning  upon  this  ifland 
of  la  Puna,  where,  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  odd  days 
that  we  ftaid  here,  we  lived  mighty  well ;  for,  befides 
the  vi£lual$  which  the  Spaniards  brought  us  daily 
from  Queaquilla,  we  had  brought  thither  ourfelves 
a  great  many  rcfreftiroents,  neither  did  we  want 
charms  for  our  ears  in  this  place,  for  we  had  all  the 
mufick  of  the  town  among  our  prifonei*s,  which 
confifted  of  lutes^  theorbs,  harps,  guittars,  and 
other  inftruments  I  never  faw  any  where  elfe,  where- 
with they  made  a  very  fine  concert. 

Some  of  our  men  grew  very  familiar  with  our 
women  prifoners,  who,  without  offering  them  any 
violence,  were  not  fparing  of  their  favours,  and 
made  appear,  as  1  have  already  remarked,  that,  after 
they  came  once  to  knpw  us,  they  did  not  retain  all 
the  averfion  for  us  that  had  been  inculcated  into 
them,  when  we  were  ftrangers  unto  them :  all  our 
people  were  fo  charmed  with  this  way  of  living, 
that  they  forgot  their  part  miferies,  and  thought  of 
00  Qaore  danger  from  the  Spaniards  than  if  they  had 
been  in  the  middle  of  Paris. 

Amongft  the  reft,  myfelf  had  one  pretty  adven- 
ture ;  among  the  other  prifoners  we  had  a  young 
gentlewoman  lately  become  a  widow  of  the  treafiirer 
of  the  town,  who  was  flain  when  it  was  taken : 
now  this  woman  appeared  fo  far  comforted  for  her 
lofs,  out  of  an  hard-heartednefs  they  have  in  this 
country  one  for  another,  that  (he  propofed  to  hide 
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me  and  hcrfclf  in  fome  corner  of  the  ifland,  till  our 
people  were  gone,  and  that  then  (lie  would  bring  roc 
to  Qneaquilk  to  marry  her  ;  thqt  fhe  would  pro- 
cure me  her  hufband's  office,  and  vcft  me  in  \m 
cftate,  which  was  very  great.  When  I  had  returned 
lier  thanks  for  fuch  obliging  ofFers,  I  {>ave  her  to 
undaltand  that  I  was  afraid  her  int^reft  had  not  the 
maftery  over  the  Spniards  refentments ;  and  that  the 
^vouads  they  had  received  from  us  were  yet  too  freih 
and  green  for  them  enfily  to  forget  them  :  ihc  went 
About  to  cure  me  of  my  fufpicion,  by  procariog  fe- 
cretly  from  the  governor  and  chief  oificers  promifa 
UQf'er  their  hands,  how  kindly  I  (liould  be  ufcd  by 
them.     I  confcfs  I  was  not  a  Hi  tie  per  placed  here- 
with ;  and  fuch  preffing  teftimonies  of  good-wiU 
and  fricndfliip  towards  me,  brought  me^  after  a  liiile 
confaltation  with  inyfelf,  into  fuch  a  quandary,  thai 
I  did  not  know  which  fide  to  cbfe  with  ;  Kay,  i 
found  myfelf  at  length  much  inclined  to  clofc  with  the 
crSer«  made  me :  and  I  had  two  powerfnl  reafoos  to  in- 
duce me  thereunto,  one  of  which  was  tlie  miferable 
and  langnifliing  life  we  lead  in  thofe  places,  whcrewe 
were  in  perpetual  hazard  to  lofe  it,  which  1  (hoold 
be  freed  from  by  an  advanti^ons  offer  of  a  pretty 
vromnn,  and  a  confiderable  iettkment ;  the  other 
proceeded  from  the  defpair  i  was  in  of  ever  beiBg 
able  to  return  into  my  own  country,  for  waat  of 
ihips  fit  for  that  purpofe  :  but,  when  I  began  to 
reflect  upon  thefe  things  with  a  little  more  ieifaise 
and  confideration,  and  that  I  revolved  with  myfelf,. 
how  little  truft  was  to  be  given  to  the  promifes  and 
feith  of  fo  perfidious,  as  well  as vindidive  a  nation  as 
the  Spaniards,  and  more  efpecially  towards  men  in 
our  circumftances,  by  whom  they  had,  been  fo  ill 
ufed  ;   this  fecond  refleftion  carried  it  againft  the 
firft,  and  even  a]]  the  advantages  oficred  me  by  this 
lady:  but,  however  the  matter  was,  1  was  refolved, 
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in  fpight  of  the  grief  and  tears  of  this  pretty  woman, 
Ho  prefer  the  continuance  of  my  troables  (with  a  ray 
ot  hope  I  had  of  feeing  France  again)  before  the 
perpefual  fufpicion  I  (hould  have  had  of  fome 
treachery  defigned  againft  me.  Thus  1  rejefted  her 
propofals;  but  fo  as  to  afTure  her  1  ftiou Id  retain, 
even  as  long  as  I  lived,  a  lively  refentment  of  her 
affedlions  and  good  inclinations  towards  me. 

On  the  twenty-third,  \ve  fent  one  of  our  canoes 
to  Queaquilla,  to  carry  one  of  the  fathers  thither, 
they  being  a  people  as  much  obeyed  and  refpefted 
by  that  nation,  as  the  vice-roys  ihemfclves.  The 
.  governor  gave  this  roan  a  foil  power  to  aft  as  he 
plcafcd,  even  in  oppofittoa  to  the  obftruftions  which 
the  tcnient  madc';igainft  the  payment  of  the  ranfom 
aforementioned.  After  his  departure  came  a  bark,, 
which  brought  us  four-and-twenty  facks  of  meal, 
^nd  to  the  value  of  r\\'enty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight 
in  gold  :  they  defircd  us,  moreover,  to  grant  them 
:three  days  time  for  the  payment  of  the  reft ;  which 
-u'e  allowed  them,  but  withal  threatened,  upon  their 
failure  therein,  we  fhould  feize  upon  their  fort  and 
turn  their  town  and  (hips. 

Our  canoe  returned  the  twenty-fifth,  who  gave  us' 
an  account  they  would  pay  no  more  than  two-and- 
twenty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  for  the  reft  of  the 
ranfom,  and  that  the  tenient  would  purfue  his  prince's 
-orders,  who  forbad  the  payment  of  any :  that  he  had 
five  thoufand  men  at  hand,  with  which  he  waited,  to 
fee  if  we  would  put  our  threats  in  execution.  Upon 
this  fierce  and  bold  anfwer,  we  had  a  confultation 
together  whether  we  ftiould  cut  off  the  heads  of  all 
the  prifoners :  the  plurality  of  voices,  together  with 
mine,  was,  that  it  were  better  we  (hould  go  and 
look  after  the  two-and- twenty  thoufand  pieces  of 
eight,  than  ftied  any  more  blood ;  feeing  alfo,  that, 
our  (kfign  being  to  leave  thefe  feas,  we  had  no  fur- 
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ther  occafioD  for  thefe  executions,  to  make  us  be 
•feared ;  and  that,  after  all,  we  were  but  too  well 
aflurcd  by  the  tenient*s  letter,  that  the  Spaniards 
vitxt  felting  all  things  in  order,  to  come  and  a& 
thdr  utmoft  efforts  againft  us,  which,  perhaps,  would 
adminifter •matter  of  repentance  unto  us,  if  we  ftill 
p^flited  in  our  refolution :  th^t  therefore  we  ought  to 
accept  of  tbe  offer,  and  to  give  up  unto  them  no 
other  than  the  meancftof  the  prifoners,  without  di- 
vefting-ourfelves  of  thofe  of  quality,  who  would  be 
a  fecurity  unto  us  for  the  reft :  that,  while  we  waited 
for  them,  it  was  our  beft  way  to  take  them  along  with 
us,  ^d.put  off  from  the  ftiore,  fleering  towards  the 
point  of  St.  Helena,  where  we  fliould  be  out  of 
danger  of  the  furprizes  of  our  enemies,  whofe  mo- 
tions we  could  £very  way  difcover  at  a  diftance. 
Things  beii>g  thus  concluded  on,  we  fent  our  canoe 
to  Queaquilla,  who  returned  again  the  twenty-fifth, 
and  told  us,  that  next  day  the  Spaniards  would, 
without  fail,  bring  us  the  two-and- twenty  thoufand 
pieces  of  eight  to  the  ifleof  Puna,  where  we  then 
vere. 

We  put,  the  fame  day,  fifty  of  our  beft  prifoners 
on  board  our  ftiips  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  weighed 
anchor,  and  quitted  our  good  winter  quarters,  where 
we  left  the  reft  of  our  prifoners,  with  two  canoes  to 
guard  them,  and  to  wait  for  the  money  promifed  us; 
giving  our  men  orders  to  tell  thofe  that  brought  it, 
that  they  ftiould  fend  us  the  remainder  of  what 
was  agreed  on  to  the  point  of  St.  Helena ;  and, 
upon  default  tliereof,  that  they  (hould  fee  the  people 
no  more.  Our  canoe«,  on  the  twentyfixth  in  the 
evening,  came  to  join  us,  as  we  lay  by  to  get  out  of 
this  bay,  and  brought  us  the  two-and- twenty  thou« 
£ind  pieces  of  eight. 

Hext  night  the  Englifh  frigate's  prize,  who  thought 
we  by  ftiU  at  anchor  at  ia  Puna  (from  whence  ihe  met 
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ns^  about  eight  leagues)  came  to  give  us  notice,  that 
two  Spanifh  arinadilla*s  waited  our  coming  but  of  the 
Bay,  and  that  David's  frigate. lay  by>,as  they  did,  to 
ftay  for  us  :  on  the  twenty-fcvcnth  by  break  of  dar 
we  difcovei^  them  between  the  ifle  of  St.  Clare  ar  tf- 
the  pokt  of  St.  Helena,  to  the  windward  of  us. 
Captain  David's  frigate,  upon  fight  of  us,  made  up 
prefently  to  us,  and,  having  gpt  all  together,  we 
confultcd  what  we  were  beft  to  do:  vft  put  four- 
fcorc  of  our  racir  on  board  him,  becaufe  he  had  not 
number  enough  of  his  own  to  manage  his  guns ;  and, 
as  we  had  not  men  enough  to  manage  our  prizes,'  we 
referved  only  but  two  (hips,  and  a  long  bark,  and  fent 
the  reft  with  our  periaugues  upon  the  flats,  where  the 
Spanifh  fhips  could  not  come,  as  drawing  more 
water  than  they  did.  We  lay  by  till  noon,  to  get 
the  weaiher-gaj^e,  which  yet  we  could  not  do,  be- 
caufe at  this  time  of  the  year  the  winds,  blow  from 
the  fea,  and  are  very  ^vf.^^  and  that  befides,  as  we 
came  out  of  the  b.)t'om  of  the  bay,  we  couUl  n(>t 
well  hope  to  gain  ii,  the  Spaniards  being 'at  the 
mouth  thereof* 

About  noon  Oi\r  enemies  came  upon  us,  and  fo  we 
fought  till  the  evening  with  our  cannon,  which  the 
Spaniards  call  g^illant  fightings  without  much  hurt* 
fng  of  one  another  :  we  caft  anchor  upon  the  ap* 
proach  of  night,  as  ihey  did  alfo  about  a  league  to 
the  windward  of  us  :  we  fired  a  gun  for  our  prizes 
.  to  come  up,  which  they  did,  and  cad  anchor  near 
us,  for  their  greater  fecurity. 

We  fent  them  back  about  aa  hour  before  day-lig^t 
to  their  former  Aation,  and,  as  foon  as  ever  light 
appeared,  we  made  ready,  and  the  Spaniards  did  the- 
fame  \  but  no  fooner  were  we  got  under  fail,  but' 
we  were  becalmed  :  unhappily  it  fell  out  that  we^ 
were  without  our  periaugues  to  row  us  to  windward, 
becaufe  we  had  fent  them  back  with  our  prizes,-  to- 
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avoid  the  trouble  they  might  have  caufed  us ;  and 
therefore  all  we  could  do,  now,  was  to  make  ofc  of 
our  little  canoes,  which  we  had  ftill  with  us  ;  the 
Spaniards  alfo  rowed  to  the  windward  to  difpute 
the  matter  with  us ;  however,  with  much  ado,  we 
got  a  cannon-(hot  to  the  windward  of  them ;  bot, 
as  they  knew  better  how  to  bear  clofe  up  to  the 
wind  in  thefe  feas  than  we,  in  half  an  hour's  time 
they  recovered  the  weather  gage. of  us.  We  lay  by 
till  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  {ecing  we  could  do  no 
good  with  them,  we  put  ki  to  ihe  cape,  to  wait  for 
two  of  our  (hips  that  were  behind.  In  the  mean 
time  thefe  armadilla's  bore  up  to  us,  and,  wheu  they 
had  got  within  a  good  cannon-(hot,  we  fooghr  till  it 
was  dark  night ;  they  very  much  fhattered  us,  yet 
■wounded  but  one  man ;  we  anchored  in  the  evcnii^ 
as  we  bad  done  the  day  before,  and  they  did  the 
fame  alfo  to  the  windward  of  us. 

We  remained  at  anchor  on  the  tweoty-nintb,  si& 
wdl  as  they,  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  they 
weighed  to  go  and  attack  the  biggeft  of  our  prizes^ 
becaufe  (he  had  anchored  only  on  the  fide  of  the 
(hallows,  and  we  made  ready  to  defend  her :  we 
came  to  fuch  a  clofe  fight  with  them,  that  all  our 
fmall  arms,  as  well  as  great  guns,  came  into  play  oa 
both  fides ;  yet  we  loft  not  one  man,  though  they 
on  their  fide  had  a  great  many  killed,  which  we 
knev/  by  the  blood  that  ran  out  of  their  flcupper- 
holcs,  ^nd  at  our  parting  they  cried,  ji  la  manans 
laPartida^  that  is,  To-morrow  to  it  again. 
>  On  the  thirtieth  both  they  and  we  prepared  to  put 
out  of  the  bay,  and  the  Spaniards,  who  were  ftill  to 
windward,  did  all  they  could  to  hinder  us  to  get  the 
weather-gage.  We  came  to  an  anchor  towards  nooo, 
to  difarm  one  of  our  prizes  that  failed  very  badly, 
and  to  fit  up  another  in  the  room  of  her,  which 
captain  David  gave  us,  as  well  as  the  twenty  Frendi- 
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men  that  made  part  of  his  crew,  and  were  minded 
to  leave  him.  We  wrought  all  aijght  to  mirig  her, 
and,  when  we  had  fo  done,  wc  fent  her  into  the 
bottom.  Wc  put  ourfelvcs  under  fail  on  the  thhty- 
firft,  and  about  two  in  riie  afternoon  came  to  an 
anchor,  becaufe  of  the  tide's  being  agaioft  us :  pre- 
fcntly  after  the  two  armadilla's  came  up  with  us,, 
which  made  us  weigh,  and  then  to  put  in  at  the 
«ape,  to  wait  for  one  of  our  prizes  that  was  far 
fi'om  DS>  which  not  being  able  to  join  us  as  foon  a^ 
tbc  enemy,  her  crew  left  her,  and  went  into  her 
penaugue,  wherein  ibey  came  to  throw  themfelvcs  on 
board  one  of  our  men  of  war :  they  had  left  four 
Spaniards  ia  that  fame  prize,  who,  by  the  favour  of 
a  good  wind,  put  back  into  the  river  of  Queaquilla, 
where  they  made  their  efcape,  and,  what  was  worfl 
of  all,  took  along  with  them  almoft  all  ourprovifion$ 
that  was  in  her. 

When  we  were  got  within  half  cannon-flbot  of  our 
coemies  Ihips,  we  fired  upon  one  another,  and  that 
without  intermiflion,  till  an  hour  within  n'ghc :  we 
received  feveral  cannon-ihot'in  our  fides  during  this 
engagement,  had  alofYoA  all  our  tackle  fpoiled,  and 
our  lails  Gfted,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  did  all  that 
ever  they  could  to  bring  our  mafts  by  the  board^ 
and  indeed  the  fore-mail  of  the  frigate  received  five 
cannon-fhot,  and  the  main-maft  three,  but  they  came 
only  flanting,  and,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  we 
had  not  one  man  killed  or  wounded. 

We  faw  the  enemy  on  the  firft  of  June,  by  break 
of  day,  a  league's  diilaace  from  us ;  we  were  not 
flow  to  do  all  we  could  to  put  out :  about  tea  they 
lengthened  their  boltfpring  fails,  and  returned  upoa 
u  ;  but,  as  we  faw  them  bear  up  towards  our  fri- 
gate, we  thought  they  intended  to  board  her,  and 
this  made  us  presently  put  into  her  the  crew  of  our 
long-backi  by  way  of  reinforcement.  As  foon  a& 
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tvcr  the  Spaniards  were  come  op,  they  put  ont 
their  Burgundiaa  colours,  having  till  then  pot  out 
none :  when  we  were  come  pretty  near,  they  gave 
us  a  volley  oF  mufquet-ftiot,  together  with  a  dif- 
charge  of  their  cannon,  laden  with  cartouches ;  bui 
we  got  clear  of  them,  fo  that  they  could  not  come 
to  grapple  with  us. 

After  we  had  left  them  to  make  all  the  fire  they 
could,  we  gave  them  a  difcharge  of  all  our  cannon, 
and  a  full  volley  with  our  fmall  arms  in  our  turn,  and 
then  we  were  ready  to  board  them ;  but  they,  finding 
themfclves  much  damaged,  very  readily  got  aloof  to 
hinder  us. 

They  took  up  an  hour's  time  to  refit,  then  bore 
up  to  us  again,  renewing  the  fight,  which  lafled  till 
night ;  but  they  had  beoi  fo  well  banged,  that  they 
had  no  mind  to  feel  us  this  time  fo  near,  and  that 
day  we  bad  three  men  wounded. 

On  the  fecond,  by  break  of  day,  they  were  ftill 
lo  the  windward  of  us,  at  about  two  leagfues  diAance, 
vwd  hore  up  ro  us ;  wc,  having  a  frtlh  giic,  put  into 
the  cape,  aiid,  when  they  were  co.ue  within  a  good 
jcannon-ftiot  of  us,  they  plied  us  very  tightly  with 
their  great  guns,  and  then  approached  within  a 
mufquet-fhot  of  us,  as  believing  we  were  now  out 
of  condition  to  make  any  long  Fefiflance :  but,  as 
we  had  a  better  advantag^  of  ufing  our  fuiils,  we 
made  fo  great  a  fire  upon  them,  that  they  were  forced 
to  dofe  up  their  port-holes,  and  bear  up  to  the  \rind. 
We  received  fixty  cannon*fhot  this  day  in  oar  fides, 
whereof  two  thirds  were  between  wind  and  water; 
befides  which,  all  our  rigging  was  torn,  and  we  had 
two  men  wounded,  whereof  my(elf  was  one. 

About  two  boars  within  night  they  made  a  (hew 
of  coming  to  board  us,  but,  finding  we  were  as  well 
prepared  to  receive  them  by  night  as  by  day,  they 
bore  upon  tb^  wind :  we  (pent  fome  part  df  this 
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night  at  aDchor,  to  (lop  up  our  cannon's  mouthi^  . 
which  othcrwife  might  have  fent  us  into  the  deiepr 

Wc  were  aftoniflied  next  morning  at  break  of 
day,  that  we  could  not  fet  fight  on  the  two  armadilla*$p . 
with  whom  we  had  made  ourfelves  ready  to  renew" 
tbe  fight ;  and,  in  all  appearance,  they  grew  weary 
of  .it  before  us,  though  they  had  fo  great  an  ad- 
vantage as  that  of  thewind,  which   yet,   as  we 
heard  fince,  could  no^  fecure  them  from  lofing  ^-x 
great  many  men,  and  having  their  (hips  at  lea(i  as  - 
much  (hattered  as  ours:  fo  that  fuppofmg .well with  c 
ourfelves,  that  they  had  (teemed  their  courfe  to  port 
Ollao,  we  ileered  ours  for  the  idc  of  Platta,  where  ' 
we  anchored  in  the  evening,,  andcoatinned  there  twp  • 
days  to  caulker  our  (hips. 

We  had,  during  thefe  feveral  engagements^  brought 
up  upon  our  decks  the  governor  of  Queaqu}lla,  and 
the  other  chi^tf  officers  that  \v^r€  our  prifohers,  that 
they  might  be  witne(res  of  the  vigour  with  which  » 
our  men  fought^  and  the  cowardice  of  their  owa  ^ 
people,  who  durft  not-entcr  our  (hips,  though  they  y 
came  board  and  board  with  us  twice..  ^ 

W6  weighed  on  the  (ixth,  and  failed  alofig  the  • 
coa(t,  that  we  might  find  a  convenient  place  tCtake 
ia  water.     This  coaft  is  very  level,  fafe^  and.  very 
good  to  land  upon.  Which  is  the  reafon  that  the  fame  - 
is  throughout,  as  far  as  Barbacoa,  inhabited  by^thd 
Spaniards.     We  atichored  between  cape  Paftoa  and  » 
that  of  St.  Francifco.     On  the  tenth  wc  put  our  ■ 
prjfoners  afliore,  and  gave  them  their  liberty,  being  . 
not  able  to  go^  to  the  point  of  St.  Heleni,  to  fee 
whether,  their  ranfom  was  come,  which  1  fuppofe 
would  have  been  to  little  purpofe,  for  thofe  two   . 
armadilla's  had  been  fent  to  pay  us  with  cannon-ball.   . 

On  the  eleventh  we  went  about  dividing  the  goldy 
precious  (tones,  ^nd  pearls  we  had  found  in  Quea- 
quilla  V  but  as  tbc(e  things  could  not  be  divided^   . 
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nor  eafily  valued,  the  gold  not  being  coioed^  and 
he  flories  of  diflerent  Talue,  we  put  up  all  by  way 
*of  auQion,  that  thofe  who  had  filver  might  bid  for 
tbexxiy  and  fo  every  man  have  his  part  according  as 
he  bade ;  and  as  there  were  feverai  among  us  who, 
having  got  confiderable  fums  of  money  at  play,  were 
fure»  and  if  it  pleafed  God  they  &ould  once  get  fafe 
out  (rf  thefe  feas,  their  way  muft  be  no  other  than 
over  land,   where  the  weight  of  their  filver  muft 
binder  or  retard  their  going;    they  bid  for  thoie 
jewels  that  kept  but  little  room,  and  weighed  not 
much,  fo  exceflive  a  price,  that  the  gold  alone  that 
was  ccMned  was  worth  eighty  and  an  hundred  pieces 
of  eight  an  ounce,  and  each  piftole  fifteen  of  the 
faid  pieces :  hut,  though  thefe  thiogs  were  fold  A> 
dear,  we  made  no  more  a  divifion  of  the  booty  of 
that  town,  than  what  came  to  four  hundred  pieces 
of  eight  a  man  ;  the  whole  might  amount  to  about 
five  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  or  fifteea 
hundred  thoufand  livres  ;  which  money,  as  we  were 
out  of  hopes  to  carry  along  with  us,  ferved  w  t^ 
play  for  on  board  our  (hips  for  our  diverfion  i  fa 
that,  in  the  dcfcents  we  naade,  we  fought  now  for 
nothing  but  gold  and  precious  ftones,  which  we  did 
Dot  find  fo  plentifully  as  lilver ;  of  which,  I  muft  be 
plain,  we  nuide  (b  little  account,  that  we  thought  it 
not  worth  our  while  to  take  along  with  us  a  great 
quantity  of  plate  and  other  things,  whereof  the  towa 
of  Queaquilla  was  full :  we  alfo  neglefted  to  fend 
a  canoe  after  the  hundred  caons  of  coined  filver, 
each  confi ft ing  of  eleven  thoufand  pieces  of  eighty 
which  the  Spaniards  h^d  fent  away  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  when  we  were  engaged  wirh  them,  and 
ivhich  were  yet  in  fight  of  us  when  the  fight  was 
over.     There  is  fuch  a  vaft  quantity  of  that  rich 
metal  in  this  country,  that  moft  of  thofe  things  we 
make  in  Francp  out  of  fteel,  copper,  and  iron,  are 

made 
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jnade  by  them  in  filver  :  this  iDdif&rcDce  in  us  gave 
forae  of  their  people  many  times  occafion  to  inter- 
mix with  us,  to  pillage  from  their  own  fellow- citizens 
what  we  negle^led,  and  of  which  they  were  not  fo 
fqueami(h  9s  we,  or  rather  fo  put  to  it  for  the  car- 
riage of  them,  they  being  in  their  own  country^ 
and  we  far  from  ours. 

On  the  twelfth  captain  David's  frigate  left  us,  he 
defigning  to  go  and  careen  at  the  ifles  of  Galapas^  and 
then  to  fail  away  for  the  ftreight  of  Magellan,  in  or- 
der to  returfi  to  the  North-fea  ;  but,  as  for  us,  our 
▼eflTels  were  fo  fraall,  and  withal  fo  bad,  that  it  wa*- 
iinpoflible  we  ihould  get  up  higher  than  the  coaA  of 
Peru ;  neither  could  they  alfo  contain  fuch  a  quantity 
of  water  as  we  had  occafion  for,  which  is  very  ha^d 
to  come  by  on  that  coaft,  where  you  muft  go  two  op* 
three  leagues  up  the  country  before  you  can  meet 
with  any.  Thefe  difficulties  made  us  refolve  to  re- 
turn to  the  weftern  coaft,  that  fowe  might  endeavour 
to  find  out  a  way  alfo  to  return  to  tbeNorthfea,  but: 
that  muft  be  other  than  over  land. 

Before  I  leave  this  coaft,  I  cannot  but  take  notice,^ 
^at  Peru  is  one  of  the  richeft^ countries  in  the  world, 
BOt  only  in  rcfpeft  to  the  great  quantity  of  gold  and 
filver  which  the  Spaniards  dig  out  of  the  mines 
they  poftefs  there,  but  alfo  upon  account  of  the  great 
fertility  of  the  earth,  that  produceth  to  the  tillers  of 
it  three  crops  every  year,  as  well  of  corn  as  wine; 
and  that,  bcfides  thofe  fruits  that  arc  peculiar  to  all 
America,  you  have  alfo  many  of  thofe  here  which 
grow  in  France,  infomuch  that  this  great  diverfity  pf 
fpecies  is  the  occafion  that  you  have  continual  fup- 
plies  of  frefti  fruits  in  all  the  feafons  of  the  year. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  couotry  reckon  bur  two 

feafons,  which  divide  the  whole  year  into  a  fummcr* 

of  nine  months,    and  a  wioier  of  three,    duiiog 

which  it  freezes  cftentiai35  very  hard  on  the  moun- 

M  6'  tain^,. 
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tains,  though  tbt  fame  is  hardly  difcerntble  in  the 
plains :  amongft  their  other  cattle  they  breed  (beep, 
that  weigh  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred 
pounds  weight :  thefc  animals  are  of  great  ufc  to  them, 
having  the  very  fame  infUuA  as  camels.  They  make 
Aem  carry  jars  of  water,  oil,  or  wine,  which  are  a 
Sort  of  earthen- ware  made  like  fugar-pans,  two  of 
/which  hold  about  five- and-thirty  quarts,  and,  when 

T  empty,  weigh  as  much  as  the  liquor  that  fills  them : 
when  they  are  minded  to  fill  them,  thefe  (beep  will 
Icneel  down,  abd,  as  foon  as  they  are  full,  get  up 
▼ery  gently ;  when  they  are  come  to  the  place  whithar 
they  are  to  carry  them,  they  lay  them  down  ■  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  continue  till  they  are  difcharged 
of  their  burthen. 

We  weighed  on  the  thirteenth,  and  on  the  fifteenth 
anchored  twenty  leagues  to  the  windward  of  Point 
Wangla  ;  %ve  put  a(hore  in  a  canoe,  where  we  fur- 
prizeii  a  witch  of  fifteen  Spanilh  foldiers,  who  were 
fct  upon  the  fide  of  a  curious  river :  the  entertain- 
ment we  gave  them  forced  them  to  own  unto  u^, 
that  tlity  were  to  guard  the  river,  which  they  called 
Emeidda,  becaufe  of  the  many  rocks,  or  great  pie- 
ces of  emeralds  which  their  countrymen  take  up 

'  there ;  and  that  we  might,  in  the  fpace  of  eight 
hours,  go  very  eafily  from  the  mouth  of  it  in  our 
canoes,  to  furprize  the  town  of  Quitio,  but  not  fo 
by  bnd,  becauie  then  we  mufi  fetch  a  compafs  of 
fourfcore  leagues,  through  a  country  full  of  inha- 
bitants, who  would  not  fail  to  oppofe  us ;  and  for 
thefe  reafons  it  was  that  they  endeavoured  all  they 
could  to  keep  from  flrangers  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
advantages :  this  town  of  Quitto  is  well  peopled, 
and  was  formerly  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  that 
tears  its  name,  but  now  it  depends  upon  the  govan- 
meai  ot  the  vlcc^roy  of  Lima. 

On 
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On  the  fcventcenth  we  got  ready  and  falcd  away 
for  the  ifle  dellGallo,  which  ftands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  little  bay  of  Barbacoa,  an  hundred  leagues  to 
the  leeward  of  Queaquilla.  On  the  nineteenth  we 
difcovered,  by  break  of  day,  a  fliip  whom  we  chaced, 
and,  towards  ten  in  the  forenoon,  took  her  ;  (he 
"was  a  bark  come  from  Panama  to  go  and  buy  negroes, 
which  the  Engliih  in  Jamaica  fend  them  by  the  way 
of  Puerto  Bello,  and  which  they  were  going  to  trade 
with  at  Paitas ;  ihey  got  very  confiderably  by  iJitfe 
blacks,  for  the  Engiifli  fell  them  to  the  Spantnrds 
for  four  and  five  hundred  pieces  of  eight  a  roan,  and 
arc  worth  three  and  four  hundred  with  them.  We 
anchored  on  the  twentieth  at  the  ifle  of  Gallapo, 
•where  we  examined  the  prifoners  we  had  taken  in  the 
faid  bark,  who  told  us,  that  the  galley  of  Panama 
was  gone  into  the  bay  of  Mapalla,  in  queft  of  the 
Frenchmen  that  were  gone  afliore  upon  thofe  iflands, 
which,  I  have  already  faid,  are  there;  and  that,  in 
her  return,  Ae  was  to  carry  the  prefident  o£  Gua- 
temala and  his  wife  to  Panama. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  we  weighed  and  failed  for  the 
ifle  Cocas,  which  Hands  N.  and  S.  of  Realeguo,  as 
hundred  leagues  diftance :  we  had  a  S.  W.  wind, 
and  failed  W.  N.  W.  On  the  thirtieth  we  difcovered 
land,  we  pinched  upon  the  wind,  that  we  might  know 
what  place  it  was ;  we  found  towards  evening,  it  was 
the  ifle  of  Mapalla,  that  (lands  forty  leagues  fouth- 
wards  of  that  of  St.  John's,  and  from  thence  we 
failed  to  the  bay  of  Mapalla,  inftead  of  going  to  the 
ifle  of  Cocas,  from  whence  the  wind  blew,  and  coo* 
fequently  was  contrary  to  us. 

From  this  day  forward  to  the  eleventh  of  July, 
we  had  the  fame  S.  W.  wind,  which  allayed  not,  ^ 

but  when  it  blew  from  the  E.  and  S.  On  the  ihir-  1 

teenth  we  took  our  latitude,  and  founcf  we  were 
thirty  leagues  out  at  fca  from  Realeguo,  and  fleered  *J 

north  ^ 
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north  to  get  to  land  :  on  the  fixteenih  at  noon  ve 
difcorered  the  mountains,  and  pat  into  the  cape  for 
fear  of  being  obferved  :  on  the  fevenieenib  we  fent 
two  of  our  canoes  to  endeavour  to  take  fomc  one 
prifoner,  that  fo  we  might  know  how  things  were 
before  we  brought  our  fliips  mto  the  bay. 

In  the  evening  our  canoes,  having  difcovered 
what  coaft  it  wa3,  returned,  and  told  it  was  St. 
Michael's  bay,,  whither  the  currents  had  driven  U9s 
in  making  the  cape,  and  which  we  took  for  that  of 
Mapalla,  whither  we  would  have  gone,  and  which* 
ftands  fourteen  leagues  to  windward  of  the  former,, 
which  might  the  more  eafily  have  been  miftaken 
from  the  fea,  in  that  the  mountains  of  thcfe  two  bays^ 
are  very  like  one  another.    We  lay  by  to  windward 
of  it  in  the  night ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  put  cmt 
our  canoes,   and,    continuing  at  the  cape  till  the 
twentieth,  we  made  nfe  of  them  to  go  and  join  oor 
friends  at  one  of  die  iflands  :  as  we  entered  in  on  the- 
twenty- third,  we  were  taken  with  t  breeze  of  wind 
that  feparared  us  from  one  another;  and,  of  five 
fail  whereof  our  fleet  confifted,  we  had  no  more  than 
two  of  the  lead  and  weakeft  of  our  (hips  left  toge* 
ther  ;  but  we  did  not  lofe  fight  of  the  other  three, 
though  they  were  got  very  far  to  leeward,  and  over- 
taken with  a  calm^    In  the  mean  time  wc  anchored^ 
at  the  iHe  of  Tigers,  which  is  the  neareft  to  the- 
mouth  of  it.  - 
^      On  the  twenty-fourth  about  eight  in  the  morning: 
^  we  difcovercd  three  fail  of  fhips  that  doubled  the- 
point  of  Harina,  which  is  to  the  windward  of  that- 
bay,  and  ten  leagues  to  the  leeward  of  Realeguo ;, 
we  prefently  fired  a  patcrero  to  call  in  our  canoes 
who  were  afliore  to  lake  in  water  :  as  foon  as  they 
M'ere  come  on  board,  we  made  ready  and  bore  up* ' 
to  thofe  ihips  with  a.  full  wind^  though  we  had  then* 
but  very  little  of  it. 

Thofe 
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Thofc  three  veflels,  which  were  a  galley  and  t^ot 
periaugueSy  borealfo  towards  us,  though  they  faw  us 
not ;  bat,  asfooa  as  we  were  got  out  and  difcovered 
by  them,  they  doubled  the  cape  upon  us  with  iheir 
fails  and  oars,  and  the  two  perlaugues,  that  failed  bet- 
ter than  the  galley,  got  behind  us,  and  fired  fifteen 
caonoa-(hot  upon  us  ;  but  as  our  arms  could  reach 
them,  thefe  periaugues  were  forced  to  fall  a-ftern,  and 
to  wait  for  their  galley :  when  (be  hacj  joined  thena^ 
they  held  a  council,  and  then  put  out  to  att.ick  us ; 
our  (hips,  not  being  able  to  give  us  any  relief,  put 
to  the  cape  to  wait  for  us  ;  we  fought  them  all  along 
till  we  had  rejoined  our  veflcls,  which  we  did  about 
two  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Spaniards  left  us,  to 
go  bury  their  dead  upon  the  ifland  where  we  had 
been  to  take  in  water  when  we  firft  difcovered  them  i 
they  did  ns  fome  damage  in  our  main-maA  and  rig- 
ging, and  wounded  few  of  our  men  :  towards  even- 
ing a  wind  arofe  from  the  fea,  and  we  failed  in  queft 
of  them,  but  they  kept  to  the  (hore. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  we  paiTed  round  the  ifland  ia 
fearch  for  our  canoes,  which  the  enemies  galley 
fought  for  alfo>  rightly  imagining  they  were  aihore^ 
as  not  having  fcen  them  with  us  during  the  a^lion : 
about  two  in  the  afternoon  they  difcovered  us,  and, 
coming  out  from  under  their  covert,  gave  us  the 
fignal,  which  we  on  our  part  anfwered ;  they  had 
kid  thcmfelves  there  for  four  hours,  expeftirg  our 
coming,  and  had  a  full  fight  of  the  engagement,  but 
could  not  poilibly,  any  more  thao  the  reft  of  our 
(hips,  come  in  to  our  afliftance.  The  Spaniards,  who 
&w  us  take  them  with  us,  durft  not  hinder  it^ 
though  they  were  at  anchor  very  near  them ;  then 
we  atten^Jted  with  one  of  our  (hips  to  board  the 
enemy's  galley,  but  (he  faved  herfelf  upon  the  flats, 
where  our  (hips  could  not  come  near  her.  On  the 
twenty-ii:ith  we  anchored  at  an  ifland  in  the  bay, 

wber« 
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where  we  put  two  of  oar  vcflels  to  careen,  whlk 
the  other  three  guarded  them.  Oa  rhe  twenty- 
eighth  we  fawa  caooe  under  white  colours,  eroding 
from  the  main  land  to  the  iflands,  where  one  of 
ours  met  and  took  her  :  it  was  a  Spanifli  captain, 
who,  believing  us  to  be  his  own  people,  came  to 
congratulate  the  commander  upon  the  Viftory,  which 
he,  from  the  fliore,  thought  they  had  got  o\xr  tis. 
We  put  him' upon  the  rack,  to  know  whether  hfe 
came  not  by  fome  wile  or  other  to  draw  us  info  a 
fnare  laid  for  us  by  the  galley,  as-thc  Greek  captain 
had  formerly  done ;  but  he  folemnly  protefted  it  was 
not  fo,  and  informed  us,  that  there  was  a  peilaugue 
with  thirty  men  in  the  fame  bay  where  we  were, 
who  were  gone  alhore  fome  time  fincc,  and  had 
fought  in  the  race  of  Savannas  againft  fix  hundred 
Spaniards,  whofe  captain,  called  don  Aibaradd, 
who  was  accounted  the  braved  and  mod  valiant  man 
in  the  province,  they  had  killed  ;  and  that,- when  »c 
had  met  with  their  galley  and  two  periaugues,  there 
had  eight  hundred  armed  men  come,  not  with  j 
defign  to  look  after  us,  but  to  fight  thofe  thirty 
Frenchmen,  .who  could  not  be  conquered  by  his  fix 
hundred  countrymen  ;  an  admirable  inftance  of  \ht 
valour  6f  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts  I 

The  bay  of  Mapalla  is  a  very  curious  place,  and 
full  of  divers  great  iflands,  not  inferior  in  beauty  to 
thofe  of  Panama  :  they  were  formerly  inhabited; 
and  there  are  rtill  three  boroughs  there  which  tha 
people  have  forfaken,  by  rcafon  of  the  defcents  of 
freebooters.  As  for  anchorage,  it  is  very  good  here, 
but  no  good  (hclter  to  be  found  in  this  place  from 
any  comer  of  the  wind,  great  blafls  whereof  come 
over  thofe  great  mountains  that  are  at  the  bottom  of 
it,  fo  that  there  are  very  few  cables  that  arc  proof 
againd  them. 

On 
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On  the  fixth  of  Augud,  one  of  our  men,  who 
was  hunting  upon-  the  ifland  where  we  were  ca- 
reening, found  two  mefi  who  had  been  there  for  the 
fpace  of  eight  days  to  obferve  our  motions,  and, 
who  taking  us  \o  be  Spaniards,  durtt  not  come  near 
tis  :  they  were  twoFrenchmetv  belonging  to  tbe  pc- 
riaugue,  of  which  the  forementioned  officer  fpoke  to 
us,  and  who  had  defended  themfelves  fo  valiantly 
againft  the  fix  hundred  Spaniards ;  we  found  them 
to  be  of  the  number  of  fourfcqre  and  five,  who  had 
feparated  themfclves  under  captain  Grognet,  to  go 
to  Callnfornia ;  they  prcfcntly  gave  notice  to  the 
other  eight-and-twenty,  who  came  and  joined  us ; 
and  of  whom  we  learned  that  they  had  faved  them- 
felres  upon  this  Hland,  after  they  had  been  chaeed  a 
whole  Right  by  the  Spanifh  galley,  that  did  not  fail 
fo  well  as  their  periaugue.  They  told  us  alfo,  that 
they  had  gone  down  a  matter  of  forty  leagues  to- 
the  windward  of  Acapuico,  without  being  able  any 
more  than  once  to  go  afhore ;  and  that  then  they 
ran  a  great  lifque,  fo  boiftcrous  is  the  fe:i  in  thelfe 
parts,  wherewith  they  were  fo  difcouraged,  that  th«y 
had  forfaken  fifty-five  of  their  companions,  in  order 
to  come  and  find  us  out,  and  left  them  to  continue 
their  courfe  for  Calinfornia. 

Having  made  va  end  of  our  careening  on  tKe 
tenth,  we  made  every  thing  ready  for  our  depar^ 
tare,  after  we  had  given  thofc  thirty  men  room  in 
our  (hips :  we  failed  from  the  ceaft  of  Acapuico, 
with  a  defign  to  find  out  the  other  fifty- five  men 
fpoken  of,  who  were  to  make  a  dcfccnt  there,  and 
to  rid  them  from  a  miferable  flate,  whereunto,  m  all 
appearance,  they  had  gone  to  plunge  themfelves, 
.without  any  hopes  of  reprieve  ;  being'toofmalta 
company  to  find  out  provifrons  (whereof  they  ftood 
in  great  need)  in  the  beft  peopled  country  upon  the 
coQtinenti  where  alfo  it  coukl  not  be  believed  they 

could 
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could  arrive,  having  but  a  little  forry  bark  under 
them,   that  could  not  carry  them  far  without  fpUt- 
^^^         ting  in  two. 

We  had,  at  our  departure,  an  cafterly  breeze, 
wherewith  we  were  favoured  till  we  came  to  the 
height  of  Sanfonnat ;  from  the  fifteenth  to  the  omr- 
and-twentieth  we  were  becalmed  all  along  in  the 
day-time,' aid  the  winds  werefo  high  in  the  nights, 
that  we  could  not  carry  our  fails  ;  on  the  twenty- 
(econd  we  had  a  pretty  good  gale  from  the  footft^ 
eaft ;  and  on  the  tweoiy-fe?enih  wc  drew  near 
land,  to  know  where  Wb  were  :  we  found  oarielres 
to  the  windward  of  the  bay  of  Tecoantepcqaa,  and 
put  out  our  canoes  to  go  in  thither,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  appointed  our  ibips  to  rendezyoas  ttr 
the  port  of  Vatulco,  which  is  twenty  le^^ues  to  che 
leeward :  we  came  very  near  land  in  the  eveaiog,  hot 
the  fea  runs  fo  high  along  that  coail>.  that  it  was  im^^ 
pofnble  to  gaaihore. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  we  found  an  embarki^ 
place,  where  there  was  a  very  ftrong  intrenchiseot, 

"*  guarded  by  a  confiderable  number  of  Spaniards, 

and,  fuppofiflg  it  would  coft  us  dear  to  go  afliore  in 
that  place,  we  failed  two  leagues  to  the  leeward, 
where  the  fea  was  fomewhat  moie  padfick,  but 
found  here  alfo  about  three  hundred  men  upon  an 
eminence  waiting  for  us  :  we  detached  fifty  c^  oors 
to  go  and  meet  them,  but  the  Spaniards,  after  hav- 
ing made  a  foolifh  difcharge,  fled ;  however,  vc 
took  two  o(  their  number,  and  aiked  them  whither 
that  way  led  upoa  which  we  were ;  they  told  us, 
it  would  bring  us  to  the  town  of  Tecoantepequa, 
according  to  whofe  name  that  bay  was  called,  and 
that  we -had  but  four  leagues  to  it:  we  lay  next 
night  upon  the  road,^  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,. 

**;<.  according  to  our  ufual  cuftom.;  next  day,  which 

was  the  thirtieth^  we  reiblved  to  go*  to  the  iaid 

town,, 
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town,  and  dircfted  our  courfe  that  way  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  about  two  in  the  afterooon  we  had  » 
fight  of  the  place  from  an  afccm,  which  is  about 
half  a  league  off. 

As  it  is  encomfw/Ted  and  btfet  every  way  with 
eight  fuburbs,  it  feemed  to  be  fo  laj[»c,  that  we 
were  a  long  time  deliberating  with  ourfelves  whether 
fo  fmall  ajiumber  as  we  were  ought  to  go  thither,  as 
being  no  more  than  an  hundred  and  fourfcore  men, 
whereas  there  were  three  thoufand  of  the  enemy  in 
the  place;  in  the  mean  time  the  extreme  neccffity 
vft  were  reduced  to,  for  want  of  provifions,  preflTed 
us  to  advance,  and  would  not  let  us  deliberate  long 
upon  the  danger  that  lay  before  us^  fo  thar^  all  our 
apprehenfions  being  reduced  to  the  fear  we  had  of 
ftarving  to  death,  we  purfued  our  march  to  go  and 
confront  our  enemies. 

When  we  had  marched  about  half  an  hour,  wc 
found  ourfelves  near  the  town,  and  upon  the  brink 
of  a  great  and  very  rapid  river,  which  feparates  it 
from  four  of  the  fuburbs  that  adjoin  to  it ;  this 
river  we  crofled  over,  being  up  in  the  water  to  the 
middle,  in  fpight  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  te- 
trenched  on  the  other  fide,  to  difpute  the  paffage 
with  us,  which  they  were  forced  to  leave  open  for 
us,  after  a  good  hour's  (harp  difpute  :  as  foon  as  we 
were  mafters  of  the  intrenchment,  we  entered  the 
town,  where,  after  we  haJ  fought  hand  in  hand 
with  the  enemy,  like  men  enraged  with  hunger,  we 
became  mafters  of  the  place  of  arms  about  four  in 
the  afternoon  :  but  our  work  was  not  yet  done,  for 
the  enemy,  having  again  intrenched  ihemfelves  in  a 
very  fine  abbey,  built  in  the  manner  of  a  platform 
that  commanded  the  town,  we  went,  to  the  nunj- 
ber  of  fourfcore  men,  to  difiodge  them,  which  was 
10  re  dily  executed,  that,  having  chaced  them 
thena^  we  made  our  court  of  guard  of  it,  and  then 

every 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


y 


284        ^he  HISTORY  of  ibc 

every  one  endeavoured  to  fatisfy  that  hunger  whcrc^ 
with  we  were  extremely  pinched. 

When  we  were  got  into  this  town  we  found  it  jtt 
much  more  fpodous  and  larger  than  it  appeared  to  be 
unto  us  from  the  fore-mentioned  afcent ;  its  hoists 
are  well  built,  the  ftrcets  very  ftrair,  and  the  churches 
exceeding  ftately  and  ornamental.  The  abbey  of 
St.  Francis,  from  whence  we  drove  the  enemj',  ap- 
peared more  like  unto  a  fort  than  a  religious  coar 
vent,  and  it  was  built  to  ferve  for  that  uie  in  cafe 
©f  need. 

On  the  thirty-firft  we  fenl  to  require  them  to  ran- 
fom  their  town,  or  elfe  wc  would  burn  it ;   we  bad 
no  anfwer  returned^  which  made  us  conjefbure  they 
had  a  mind  to  come  and  attack  us  ;  for  tv  hich  the/ 
had  fo  much  the  more  advantage,  in  that  the  river, 
which  began,  from  the  time  that  we  paflcd  It,  to 
overflow,  was  about  to  hem  us  In ;  wherefore  'we 
decamped,  and  lay  in  one  of  tlie  fuburbs  that  flaods 
on  the  other  fide,  where  we  continued  to  the  third 
of  September  ;  when  we  departed  to  rerorn  to  our 
canoes,  without  reaping  any  advantage  by  the  tak- 
ing of  this  town  :  we  reimbarked  on  the  fifth,  and 
Went  to  join  our  (hips  in  the  port  of  Vatulco,  where 
we  arriyed  the  ninth  :  on  the  fifteenth  wc  went  off 
again  in  oiu*  canoes  without  a  guide,  and,  having 
landed,  marched  ten  or  a  dozen  leaigues  up  the  ceuo- 
try,  where  we  took  divers  villages,  and  in  one  of 
them  the  old  governor  of  Marida  with  his  family, 
who  was  retired  to  this  place,  and  who  promifed  us 
a  quantity  of  provifions  for  his  ranfom  ;  in  expec* 
tation  whereof  we  carried  hina  on  (hip-board,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  twenty-fifth.     The  fame  day, 
about  ten  in  the  morning,  we  difcovered  a  (hip;  and 
put  out  our  canoes  to  know  what  (he  wasj  (Be 
bare  to  the  cape,  and  put  up  Spani(h  colours;  but 
ti  the  fea  ran  very  high,  and  that  our  canoe  coufd 
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Tiot  well  weather  it,  we  returned  again  into  port. 
Now  this  (hip  believed  it  was  her  colours  that  hin- 
dered us  to  come  on  board  her,  wherefore  (he  took 
the  fame  down,  and  put  up  a  white  flag  in  the  room 
of  ihem  ;  we  at  the  fame  lime  fitted  up  our  galley 
to  go  and  hale  her,  but  fhc  could  never  get  out  of 
the  port,  uliereupon  ihe  failed  away,  and,  as  our 
rtiips  were  much  out  of  order,  we  could  not  follow 
her.  She  was  undoubtedly  a  frigate  built  in  the 
North-fca,  but  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  know  what 
nation  flie  belonged  to. 

Tl-ie  fea  being  calm  on  the  t\^'enty-fixth,  we  went 
wrtb  our  galley  about  tweaty  leagues  to  the  wind- 
ward of  Acapulco,  to  fee  if  the  above-mentioned 
/hip  were  not  put  into  port,  we  judging  byiier  rig- 
ging (he  waffted  to  put  in  fomewhere  to  land,  but 
we  returned  without  any  news  of  her:  we  waited 
till  the  fourrh  of  November  for  the  ranfom  of  the 
governor,  which  we  did  not  overmuch  prefs  for,  as 
"finding  in  this  port,  and  parts  adjacent,  plenty  of 
viftuals,  particularly  of  tortoifes,  which  we  had 
there  in  great  numbers,  and  hatto*s,  that  are  to  be 
met  with  up  and  down  frequently  here,  furniflied  us 
with  all  other  neceffaries ;  bcfide  that,  we  had  heie 
a  place  of  fccurity  from  the  infult  of  the  Spa- 
niards. 

It  is  iropoflible  to  go  afhore  from  Sanfonnat  to 
Acapulco,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  ports  or  bays ;  and 
though  that  which  they  call  the  Salt-pits  be  difficult 
of  accefs,  becaufe  of  the  fmallnefs  of  it,  and  that 
the  fea  there  runs  very  high;  yet  they  efteem  it  a 
hay  for  all  that :  it  is  the  next  you  meet  with  after 
Sanfonnat,  and  flands  twenty  leagues  to  ilie  whid- 
ward  of  that  of  Tecoantepequa,  which  the  Spa- 
niards fet  down  atfo  for  a  bay  in  their  charts,  though 
it  be  fo  far  from  being  deep,  that  it  can  fcarce  be 
^diftingtiUhed  from  the  reft  of  the  coaft  :  there  is  a 
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Jake  at  the  bottom  of  this  laft  place  bearing  the  fame 
namov  with  which  it  had  formerly  a  communica- 
tion, but  whofe  mouth  at  prefent  is  flopped  up  by 
a  b.ink  of  fund  which  the  waves  have  drove  thither: 
this  lake  hems  in  three  iflands  that  are  not  far  dif- 
taat  from  one  another,  and  all  of  them  very  near 
the  mouth  thereof:  fonie  years  fmce  the  hourqua 
of  Acapulco,  that  went  to  tlic  Eaft-Indies,  in  its 
rciurn  entered  into  this  lake  through  the  bay,  and 
we  undcrftooJ  that  fome  Spaniards  had  entered  by 
the  other  end  of  it  into  the  river  of  Vaftaqua,  that 
difcharges  itfelf  into  a  bay  of  New-Spain,  and  con- 
feqjiently  to  the  North-fea. 

When  the  hourqua  returns  from  the  Philippine 
iflands,  where  the  Spaniards  drive  a  great  traffick, 
it  is  one  of  the  richcll  veflels  that  fails  upon  the 
ocean  •,  it  is  of  a  prodigious  btgncfs,  and  built  fo 
Ihong,  that  fiie  is  afraid  of  nothing  but  land  and 
fire;  (he  is  provided  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon, 
whereof  one  half  is  of  no  ufe  to  her,  for  her  lading 
makes  her  fink  fo  deep  in  the  water,  that  her  bat- 
tery between  the  two  decks  is  rendered  ufelcfs :  (he 
goes  out  yearly  from  the  port  of  Acapulco,  con- 
voyed with  a  patach  of  twenty-eight  guns,  and 
laden  with  fcvcral  forts  of  merchandifes  that  (he 
carries  to  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands,  who,  by 
way  of  barter  for  the  fame,  give  a  great  deal  of 
thofe  curious  china  andjupan  ware  we  fee  in  Europe, 
and,  what  is  yet  more  valuable,  pearls,  gold  duA, 
and  precious  ftones. 

This  fliip  had  great  advantage  in  making  this 
voyage,  that  is,  that,  in  niuking  choice  of  a  proper 
feafon,  flic  goes  and  returns  in  a  twelve-month's 
time,  comprehending  the  while  they  flay  in  Aat 
a^uniry,  without  being  put  to  the  trouble  of  veering 
about,  and  fjfiing  the  fails ;  and  it  is  beyond  dif- 
pute,  that  /he  cannot  fee  met  with  by  any  that  wait 
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"For  her,  before  the  port  of  Acapuico,  at  a  certain 
feafon  of  the  year,  which  1  (hall  take  no  notice  of 
here,  for  reafons  1  have  fpoken  of  in  the  beginning 
of  this  journal. 

I  fliall  not  forget  alfo  to  rcmnrk  in  this  place,  that 
it  will  be  fo  njucb  the  more  eafy  10  take  her,  in  that, 
when  (he  returns  from  ihofe  parts  with  the  patach, 
«U  her  crew  are  in  fo  fickly  and  dying  a  condition, 
that,  of  four  hundred  men  that  make  up  the  com- 
pliment, there  is  not  one  fourth  of  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  defend  it;  and  this  diftemper  which  they  call 
fcorbut,  never  fails  them  in  their  return  from  the  Phi- 
lippines, infomuch  that  a  (hip  which  goes  from  the 
>Jorih-fea  with  a  defign  to  look  after  this  hourqua, 
might,  in  lefs  than  eighteen  months  time,  abating 
rhc  perils  and  accidents  (lie  might  be  liable  to  at  fea,. 
^return  wirh  immenfe  riches. 

About  twenty  leagues  to  leeward  of  the  bay  of 
Tecoaniepequa  ftands  tlie  p^rt  of  Vatulco,  fo  fmall, 
•feat  it  cannot  Contain  above  t^n  or  a  dozen  (hips; 
hut  yet  they  muft  have  an  anchor  fore  and  aft,  for, 
if  they  had  no  more  than  an  anchor  out  at  the  fore- 
•cftftle,  they  would  fall  foul  up<in  another,  in  endca- 
vourmg  10  avoid  it  upoo  tlk:  change  of  wind  or 
tide. 

At  the  entrance  into  the  port,  which  is  very  nar- 
row, there  is  a  whirlpool  to  the  leeward,  which  the 
Spaniards  call  Bofadcra,  whereinto  the  water  enters 
in  fo  violent  a  manner  that  it  oiakes  a  noife  that  may 
be  heard  above  four  leagues  off. 

Four  leagues  lower  there  is  another  port,  where 
yon  cannot  anchor  with  fafety,  becaufe  of  the  rocks, 
whereof  the  bottom  of  it  is  foil :  in  the  paflage  to 
it  ftands  a  great  rock,  called  the  Fourillon,  which 
is  all  over  as  well  as  continually  fo  covered  with 
thofe  forts  of  birds  which  we  had  before  feen  in  the 
ri?cr  of  Viliia,  that  there  remains  nothing  of  the 
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furface  of  it  to  be  foea ;  and  a  little  further  is  an 
ifland  called  Sacrifice. 

About  eight  le^jgaes  lower  there  are  three  fmall 
ponsof  a  league's  dilbncepne  from  another,  where- 
of that  called  the  Angeb  is  the  beft ;  it  is  no  diffi- 
cult mattc<  to  find  the  paflage  to  it,  provided  yoa 
fail  along  the  (hore,  but  it  is  impoiEble  to  perceive 
ic  from  the  main  ;  there  is  a  rock  ftauds  at  the 
mouth  of  it  that  has  an  hole  therein  refecnbiing  a 
large  gate ;  from  this  port  to  Acapulco,  which  is 
fixty  leagues  off*,  we  have  no  haibour. 

The  country,  which  extends  itfclf  from  the  bay 
of  Salt-Pits  as  far  as  Acapulcp,  is  that  upon  the 
South  fea  that  is  beft  peopled,  and  where  there  arc 
moreover  feveral  famous  and  very  rich  towns ;  more 
gold  mines  are  alfo  found  there  than  in  Peru,  though 
the  metal  is  not  fo  fine;  and  thoft  of  Tinfigal  alone 
ave  more  valued  by  the  Spaniards  than  the  mines  of 
Potofi ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  without  reafon  that 
this  weftern  coafl  is  called  by  the  name,  of  Cofta 
Rica,  thoagh,  in  our  geographical  maps,  they  be- 
Aow  this  name  only  upon  a  fmall  part  of  this  vaft 
traft  of  land. 

On  the  feventh  we  went  to  make  a  defcent  upon  a" 
little  town  called  Muemeluna,  which  is  eight  leagues 
to  the  windward  of  Vatuico,  and  fix  up  the  coun- 
try, about  four  leigues  from  the  fea- fide,  and  two 
from  the  town;  we  found  a  very  ftrong  intrench- 
ment  made  upon  a  rock  that  ftands  upon  the  river. 
but  the  Spaniards  therein  made  no  great  refiftancCj 
no  more  than  in  the  town  where  we  completed  our 
vi(5lualling :  the  prifoners  we  took  told  us,  that, 
about  a  mpnth  before  they  had  feen  a  frigate  paft 
by,  that  fent  a  fmall  canoe  with  feven  or  eight  men 
in  it  to  their  embarking  place,  where  they  fbtmd 
fome  Spaniards,  who  made  them  embark  again  with 
fo  much  precipitation,  that  one  of  their  men  was 
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drowned,  and  whom  indeed  we  found  dead  upon 
the  (bote,  whither  the  fea  had  thrown  him,  with 
his  fufil  lying  fome  paces  from  him,  which  would 
Bot  have  lain  fo  long  there,  no  more  thad  the  dead 
carcafs,  if  the  Spaniards  had  efpied  it :  for  they  be- 
lieve themfelves  revenged,  when  they  cut  into  pieces, 
or  bum  the  dead  body  of  an  enemy;  and  we  were 
afTured  that,  when  we  buried  any  of  our  men  in 
their  country,  they  dug  them  up  when  we  were 
gone,  if  they  knew  the  place,  for  to  exercife  their 
cruelty  upon  thofe  carcafles,  which,  when  alive, 
they  could  not  make  us  feel. 

We  returned  on  the  fixteenth  aboard  our  fhips, 
and  on  the  twentyfixth,  not  being  able  all  along 
the  coaft  to  hear  any  news  of  the  five  and  fixty 
men  we  were  in  qucft  of,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
direftcd  our  courfe  for  the  bay  of  Mapalla,  where 
we  were  minded  to  agree  upon  the  place  by  which 
WB  were  to  repafs  to  the  North-fea:  on  the  twenty- 
firft  we  had  a  north  wind  that  carried  us  to  a  certain 
latitude  where  the  weft  winds  reign  ;  and  this  con- 
tinued to  the  twenty-third,  when  we  were  becalmed : 
on  the  firft  of  December,  at  night,  we  had  a  ftorm 
which  feparated  us  one  from  another,  and  thus  we 
continued  alone,  and  without  any  water,  for  all  our 
caflcs  were  run  out,  whereby  we  were  reduced  to 
the  greateft  extremity,  though  we  were  but  two 
i  leagues  from  the  (bore :  but  it  was  impoffible  for  us 
fo  go  afhore,  for  it  is  a  bank  of  fand  that  reaches 
•    from  the  bar  of  St.  Mark  as  far  as  Sanfonnat,  for 
the  fpace  of  about  fourfcor^eagues,  where  the  fea 
breaks  with  great  vioknce:  believmg  ourfclves*  on 
the  fixth  to  be  to  ihe  windward  of  this  bank,  we 
armed  our  pcriaugue  to  go  near  the  (horc,  and  look 
out  for  a  place  where  the Tea  was  calmer ;  next  d  ly 
one  of  our  men,  being  more  impatient  than  the 
reft,  and  egged  on  with  drought,  that  tormented 
Vol.  IL  N  him 
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him  four  days,  fwam  to  land ;  but,  dnokiog  ta  ie« 
turn  in  the  fame  manner,  he  was  drowned,  without 
our  being  able  to  fuccour  him,  notwithftanding  all 
the  cry  he  made  unto  us  to  fave  bina :  on  the  Qind^ 
in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  we  thought  to  have 
feena  little  bay,  before  which  we  anchored«-that 
we  might  know  in  the  morning  what  it  was,  dnriag 
which  time  we  beard  the  firing  gf  about  fix  hundred 
mufquets  on  t^  land.  As  (bon  as  day-ligbt  appeared, 
oa  the  tenth,  we  faw  that  what  we  took  for  a 
bay  was  a  kind  of  a  covert  that  fiands  fifteea  leagtoet 
to  the  leeward  of  Sanfonnat,  where  we  could  iee  no 
likelihood  of  entering  in.  In  the  mean  time  we  &w 
^  very  pretty  (hip  upon  the  flocks  in  that  place, 
which  made  us  conclude  there  mufl  of  neccf&ty  bea 
.  paflage  for  her  to  come  out ;  we  anchored  pretty 
near  the  rock  to  wait  for  a  tide,  during  which  time 
a  wind  blew  from  the  fea,  and  we  adventured  with 
the  help  of  our  fails  and  oars  to  get  in,  where  we 
were  faluted  with  three  waves  that  had  filled  our  pe- 
riaugue  in  the  very  fight  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
watdied  our  entering  in. 

We  put  up  to  one  fide  of  the  faid  covert,  and 
fired  for  the  fpace  of  hiilf  an  hour  upon  their  ma- 
gazines  built  by  the  fide  thereof,  without  their  re- 
turning us  one  fingle  (hot ;  but  at  laft,  we  being 
tormented  with  violent  drought,  which  we  were  de- 
lirous  to  allay,  whatever  it  coft  us,  we  hoifled  up 
our  fail,  and  run  up  our  periaugue  before  them,  who 
believing  we  were  going  to  their  town,  that  was  hot 
half  a  league  off,  they  went  off.  But  as  we  were 
so  more  than  two-and-twenty  men,  inflead  of  run- 
aing  after  them,  we  improved  their,  flight,  in  filling 
our  ca(ks  with  water,  and  to  fumi(h  ourleives  with 
what  provifions  we  found  in  the  magazines,  and  fixne 
of  that  (hip's  rigging,  which  were  more  neceflary  for 
ours }  but  not  daring  aU  at  once  to  lade  our  periaugue 
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with  thero,  for  fear  of  fiokiBg  in  her  paflagc  out, 
we  fpcDt  the  night  on  the  other  fide  of  thofe  mngd- 
zloes,  that  we  might  be  under  covert  from  the  (ar- 
piizes  of  our  cneraics,  for  we  computed  very  well, 
by  the  fix  hundred  mufquet-ftiot  we  had  heard, 
tbt  there  were  a  great  many  armed  men  in  that 
pAicc. 

On  the  eleventh  we  departed  from  under  the  co« 
vert  to  go  arid  join  our  (hip,  which  we  found  on  the 
twelfth,  in  the  morning,  lying  at  anchor  eight 
leagues  to  the  windward  of  Sanfonnat,  where  Ihe 
had  found  the  (ea  fomewhat  more  favourable :  we 
fpent  that  day  to  take  in  water,  and  fent  twenty  mea 
to  take  a  viHage  that  was  about  hatf  a  league  from' 
the  fea-flde,  from  whence  we  returned  the  fame  day 
with  fome  refrefliments,  that  put  life  into  our  (hip's 
crew,  now  much  weakened  with  the  thirA  they  en- 
dured, as  well  as  we  who  were  in  the  periaugue,  as 
alfo  with  hunger,  which  failed  not  to  wafte  us  away, 
though  we  had  viftuals  to  fatisfy  the  feme  5  but  we 
durfl  not  eat  for  fear  of  being  made  dry :  we  weighed 
anchor  in  the  evening  with  a  wefV  wind,  and  on  the 
fifteenth  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Jdapalla,  where  we 
found  the  reft  of  our  vertels  at  anchor  near  one  of" 
thofe  iflands  that  lie  within  it. 

I  am  to  obferve,  that,  as  long  as  we  were  going 
up  this  coafk,  continually  in  the  night-time  there 
blew  winds  from  the  land,  which  were  very  favour- 
able to  failors,  provided  they  were  not  far  out  at 
fea  ;  for  ten  leagues  off  there  could  be  but  v^ry  lit- 
tle of  it  felt;  and  there  are  certain  reafons  when  it 
blows  fo  violently,  that  they  arc  obliged  to  lower 
their  fails,  and  even  tofurL  On  thefevcntfeenth  we 
had  a  confdtation  together  about  what  pa(rage,  ac- 
cordiug  to  the  prifoncrs  relations,  was  lefs  dangerous 
for  U35  to  return  to  the  North-fea  overland;  it  was 
thought  our  bcff  way  was  by  Segovia,  feeing  we 
N  %  had 
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h.ad  no  more  than  fixty  leagues  to  go. before  we  came, 
to  the  head  of  a  river,  upon  which  they  told  us  we 
might  go  down  to  the  North-fca,  whereunto  it  dif- 
charged  itfclf;  and  that,  in  the  way  we  were  to 
take  by  land,  we  could  have  no  more  than  five  or  • 
fjK  thoafadd  men  to  deal  with,  and  that  the  way 
was  very  good  to  carry  our  wounded  and  fick  men 
along  with  us :  but  we  were  not  fully  convinced  of 
the  fincerity  of  this  advice ;  we  fent  two  of  our  ca-. 
noes  to  (hore,  to  take  fome  other  prifoners,  that  fo 
we  might  fee  whether  they  (hould  confirm  or  con- 
trad  i£l  this  informatioq,  and  thereby  be  the  more 
f^Uy  infiru£led  concerning, thofe  things  that  might 
be  an  obdru^llon  to  our  pafiage,  and  others  that 
might  facilitate  the  (ame. 

We  went  aftiore  on  the  eighteenth,  to  the  num- 
ber of  feventy  men,  and  marched  all  day  long  with- 
out meeting  one  foul,  as  we  did  alfo  the  next  day 
till  noon,  without  any  more  difcovery  than  in  the 
preceding  one,  wherewith  we  were  fo  fatigued,  that . 
we  refolved  to  return  back  again ;  and  here  we  may 
add,  that  the  greateft  part  of  our  men  were  not 
over-content  to  repafs  by  land  to  the  North-fea,  be- 
caufe  of  the  five  or  fix  tboufand  men  wherewith  we 
were  threatened,  wherefore  we  left  tKofe  that  were 
minded  to  return  to  their  canoes,  and  eighteen  of  us, 
who  found  ourfelves  lefs  weary  than  the  refl,  (laid 
behind :  we  followed  a  great  road  which  we  met 
with  foon  after  they  had  left  us,  and  had  not 
walked  above  an  hour,  when  we  tOQk  three, 
horfemcn,  who,  when  we  had  aflced  where  we 
were,  told  us,  that  about  a  quarter  of  a  league 
off  there  was  a  little  town  called  Chiloteca, 
wherein  there  were  four  hundred  white  men,  be- 
fides  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians,  and  affured 
us  we  had  not  been  yet  difcovered.  We  had  a  mind 
to  run  after  our  men  to  acquabt  them  with  this 

account. 
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account,  and  engage  them  to  go  back  with  us  to 
the  town ;  but  the  apprehenfions  we  were  under  of 
being  difcovered,  and  thereby  giving  the  inhabitants 
time  to  put  themfelves  into  a  pofture  of  defence, 
hindered  us  to  do  fo,  and  made  us  undertake,  per- 
haps, the  boldeft,  moft  refolute,  and,  if  you  will> 
the  raflieft  action  that  could  be  thought  of;  which 
^as,  that  being  no  more  of  ns  than  eighteen  men, 
as  I  have  faid  before,  we  fhoulvl^adventuroufly  enter 
that  town,  where  we  furpiizcd  and  frightened  the 
Spaniards  to  that  degree,  that  we  took  the  tenient 
and  other  officers,  to  the  number  in  all  of  fifty  per- 
fons,  including  the  women  piifoners :  they  were 
feized  with  fuch  a  panick  fear,  fuppo/ing  ns  to  be 
far  more  numerous  than  we  were,  that  all  the  reft 
would  donbilefs  have  been  taken  and  bound  by  us, 
had  it  not  been  for  their  horfes,  which  are  always 
at  hand,  which  they  mounted  to  ride  away  upon. 
And  fo  it  was  as  we  wonld  have  it,  for  if  they  had 
had  courage  to  ftay  behind,  they  might  have  cut  out 
work  for  us,  whereof  we  had  already  but  too  much,. 
Which  was  to  watch  our  prifoners. 

We  aflced  the  tenient  where  the  galley  of  Panama  , 
was,  who  made  anfwer,  fhe  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
embarking  place  of  Carthage,  which  is  Caldair'a, 
where  (he  waited  for  us,  as  hoping  we  would  pafs- 
that  way  to  go  to  the  North-fea,  and  that  the* king 
of  Spain's  (hip,  the  St,  Lorenzo,  was  in  the  port  of 
Realeguo,  mounted  with  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,* 
and  four  hundred  men  on  board,  to  hinder  us  from 
coming  near  that  place,  which  they  began  to  fettle  in 
again  :  as  we  had  a  defire  to  lie  in  this  little  towa 
where  we  now  were,  we  farther  a(l:ed  him  what 
number  of  men  we  (hould  have  occafion  for  to* 
guard  us,  if  we  (hould  ftay  there  ;-he  told  us,  there 
would  be  fix  hundred  men  next  day  there,  but  that 
they  had  no  more  fire-arms  than  for  two  hundred. 
N3  The 
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The  Spaniards,  who  during  this  time  werr  a  little 
recovered  of  their  aAoai(hmeDt,  bdng  got  together, 
entered  into  the  town  again ;  and  after  we  had  &• 
veral  tiroes  conflifted  with  them,  we  intrenched  onr- 
fclves  in  the  chinch,  where  we  had  put  oar  prifon- 
crs ;  who,  feeing  us  go  in  with  precipitation,  be- 
lieved their  people  purfued  us  clofe,  and  were  juft 
upon  falling  on  us;  which  made  them  {b  bold,  as  to 
run  to  the  fwords  atd  other  arms  we  had  got  toge- 
ther,  wherewith  they  wounded  us  one  man.  We 
prefently  got  to  the  doors,  and  from  thence  fired 
upon  them  fo  long,  till  there  were  no  more  than 
four  men  and  their  wives  Jeft  alive  of  them :  at  the 
fame  time  we  mounted  the  horfes  which  we  had  ta* 
ken,  and,  with  our  four  prifoners  of  each  fex,  we&c 
away  w^th  as  little  iioilie  as  we  could,  which  the 
other  Spaniards  obferving,  they  Tent  one; to  *rctt 
with  ns;  but  werefufed,  and.  fired  upon  him,  fpr 
fear,  if  he  c;ame  too  near  us,  he  ihould  ^onae  -to 
know  how  few  we  were.  Next  di^y,  which  was  the 
twentieth,  we  rejoined  our  other  people,  who  had 
reAed  tHemfelves  at  an  batto  they  bad  met  with  la 
their  return,  and  who  gave  us  aflilta^ce  againA  fix 
hundred  of  thofe  f>paaiards  who 'followed  in  the 
rear  of  us;  then  we  gawe  the  women  prifoners  rbqr 
liberty.  On  the  twenty- firft  we  went  on  board  our 
canoes,  and  next  day  reached  our  (hips,  where  we 
interrogated  our  four  Jiew  prifoners  concerning  the 
'  .paflage  we  h|id  |3rqje^d  \  but  they  laid  fo  many  dif- 
ficulties, before  us,  that  we  grew  almoft  out  of  con- 
ceit with  it :  but  yet,  when  we  coniidered  we  muft 
ei^er  make  our  way  through,  or  end  our  days  mi- 
ferably  in  an  horrible  want  of  all  convemeot  necef- 
l(«iries,  and  in  an  enemy's  country,  where  we  grejr 
weaker  every  day  by  the  lofs  of  our  men,  we  re- 
folved  to  hazard  all  to  get  out  of  it:  infomuch,  that 
bung  no  longer  dauntcS  at  the  dangers  we  were  in 

in 
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in  this  padage,  and  being  perfaaded  it  would  be 
better  for  us  to  die  with  our  fwords  in  our  hands, 
than  to  pine  away  with  hunger,  we  made  all  things 
ready  for  thia  journey  ;  and  to  the  end  we  might 
cut  off  from  the  moft  timorous  any  defires  they 
might  have  to  return  to  their  {hips,  if  their  minds 
flioold  aher  in  refierem:e  to  their  going  along  with 
nSy  we  ran  our  vefleisafhore,  except  our  galley  and 
permugues,  which  we  rcfcrved  to  carry  us  off  the 
illand  where  we  were  to  the  continent. 

-  On  the  twenty-fifih  we  formed  four  com panies, 
confifting  of  feventy  men  each,  making  all  together 
two  hundred  and  fouricore ;  and  as  for  the  forlorn 
-hope,  we  agreed  for  to  draw  out  ten  men  out  -of 
each,  and  to  reliere  them  every  morniDg :  we  aUb 
■made  a  contraA  amc»ig  ourfelfes,  that  thole  who 
ihoald  be  lamed  in  the  encounters  we  might  faanre 

^Reith  die^enomyin  our  way,  (hoold  have  the  fame 
recompence  as  formdAy,  that  is,  a  thon&ad  pieses 
of  leigbt  a  tnan ;  that  libe  hories  we  :fliould  take, 
^Baa\M  be  divided  between  the  companies  for  the  cafe 
of  all  our  naen,  and  for  thofe  that  were  incommoded 

.  T^MTve^anyof  the  reft :  that  thofe  thatiiraggled  and 
ihouldbe  lamed,  fhould  have  no  recompence  made 
them,  and  that  violence,  cowax^ice,  -and  drunkennefs 

'  ihould  aHb  be  puniflied  as  formerly. 

Before  I  leave  theTe  (eas,  Iwill  (pare  thexeader  the 
trouble  of  afldng  how  we  came  to  endure  fo'much 
hunger,  miferies,  and  fatigues  in  thefe  parts,  fince 
I  have  (aid  upon  feveral  occafions,  that  the  country 
is  fo  good  and  plea&nt,  as  well  as  fruitful  in  the 
produfVion  of  all  things  neceflarj^  fortte  fupport  and 
comfort  of  human  lite ;  as  to  this,  there  needs  no 
-more  than  obferving,  that,  fince  our  feparation  from 
the  Englifh  at  the  Ifle  of  St.  John,  we  were  all  along 
fo  ill  accommodated  with  (hipping,  that  we  were 
forced  to  keep  continually  to  the  coaft,  and  by  con- 
N  4  icquence 
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fequcncc  in  fight  of  the  Spaniards,  who,  -difcovcr- 
,  ingeven  the  leaft  motions  wcmade,  had  almoft  always 
time  to  remove  all  their  effefts  out  of  the  way,  before 
we  made  our  defcent,  and  left  us  nothing  but  what 
they  could  not  carry  away,  which  was  many  times 
very  iaconfiderable  ;  whereas,  had  we  had  but  odq 
good  {hip  to  put  out  far  to  fea,  they  could  not  iiave 
difcQvered  us,  and  we  fliould  have  furprized  thekn 
continually  in  our  defccnts,  where  we  could  have 
wanted  nothing,  not  only  that  was  neceflary,  but 
alfo  picafarable,  befides  the  wealth  we  muft  have 
carried  away  in  a  fhort  time. 

This  want  of  (hipping,  under  which  we  laboured, 
was  fo  advantageous  to  our  enemies,  and  the  cen- 
fcquence  thereof  they  knew  fo  well,  that  the  people 
of  Peru  fent  no  more  (hips  to  the  weftem  coaft  where 
we  were,  for  fear  fome  of  them  might  fall  into  our 
hands,  and  traded  with  one  another  no  otherwife 
than  by  land.  •" 

The  fame  reafon  alfo  hindered  us  to  go  up  to  the 
coaft  of  Peru,  where  we  could  not  have  failed  «f 
having  (hips,  feeing  they  failed  up  and  down  there . 
every  day,  and  drove  a  great  trade  with  one  another, 
as  knowing  we  were  not  fo  near  unto  their  country ; 
fb  that  it  is  eafy,  from  what  I  have  remarked,  to 
conjefture,  that  (ac  want  of  thcfe  helps,  which  were 
of  fo  much  importance  to  us  in  thefe  feas,  we  muft 
alfo  very  often  ftand  in  need  of  all  thefe  things,  whkh 
we  could  not  but  with  the  greateft  difficulty  have 
without  them ;  wherefore,  to  make  any  thing  of  it 
in  thefe  climates,  and  to  raife  a  coniiderable  fortune, 
without  much  danger  and  fufTertngs,  there  needs  no 
more  than  to  be  provided  with  a  good  (hip;  and,  for 
the  better  conveniency,  vidualkd  for  iooie  tioie^ 
that  fo  there  juay  be  no  nccedity  of  going  afhore  ta 
ieek  ic. 

On 
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On  the  twenty-feventh  we  difcovercd  a  ftilp  pafling. 
along  between  the  iflands,  which  made  lis  fend  our  gal- 
ley and  periaugue  to  fee  what  ihe  was  ;  (he  put  up  a. 
white  flag,  but  as  foon  as  we  came  within  mufquet-(hot 
of  her,  ftie  took  down  the  white  flag,  and  pat  out 
Spanifh  colours,  and  wiiha!  gave  us  ten  or  a  dozen, 
guns ;  we  returned  to  the  ftiore  to  gire  our  people 
notice  of  it ;  not  doubting,  but  if  that  fliip  came 
to  an  anchor  in  the  fame  place,  ftie  would  deftroy 
our  pef  iaugues :  we  fcnt  them  with  our  baggage  and 
prifoners  up  to  the  flats  that  are  behind  the  iflandb 
where  we  were. 

This  vcflel,  about  noon,  came  in  with  the  tide,, 
and  anchored  within  half  a  cannon-fliot  of  ours  thar 
were  run  afhorc,  under  the  covert  of  which  we  fought 
againft  them  with  two  pieces  of  cannon  till  it  was- 
night;  but  as  the  enemy  had  no  other  aim  than  to» 
ruin  our  (hips,  they  put  them  this  firfl:  day  out  of  2^ 
condition  to  fail,  which  was  what  ourfelves  had  a* 
mind  to,  and  then  put  farther  off  from  the  ftiore.. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  in  the  morning  they  drew 
nearer  again,  and  began  to  fight  us,  which  made  us» 
{belter  ourfelves  behind  the  points  of  the  rocks  that 
run  out  into  the  fca,  from  whence  our  arms  carriedt 
aboard  them  ;  upon  this  they  were  forced  to  fend' 
tlieir  (hallop  under  the  favour  of  their  cannon,,  to* 
take  away  an  anchor  that  was  nearer  to  fhore  than* 
their  ftiip;  but  beinr^  prevented  therein,  they  cue 
oflTthe  cable  that  held  it,  and  put  ofF again-;  aclaf>, 
concluding  vyiih  ourfelves  tiiat  this  ftiip  would.'  not: 
leave  ^s  fo  halHly,  we  fent  an  hundred  men  in- the 
evening  to- the  continent  before  us,  that  they  might 
endeavour  to  take  fome  horfes,  on  which  we  might 
lay  our  difabled  men,  with  ordfera  afterwards  to  re- 
turn and  wait  for  us  upon  ihe-feaj-fide  in  the  Onne 
place  where  they  went  afhore  (which  was  a»Kind  06 
a  g.)rt  we  had  aJE^:  cd  them)  in  cafe  tliej.  h  jd  re- 
N^  5,  lurjiicdl 
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turned  before  our  arrival  there  :  and  for.  fear  4he 
Spanifii  (hip  (hould  fufpeA^  from  the  running  of 
ours  aground,  the  defign  we  had  to  go  to  the 
Korth-iea,  and  that  the  men  on  board  her  would 
fend  to  the  continent  to  give  the  *  people  notice  to 
pat  themfelves  in  a  readinefs  to  hinder  us,  tire  coim* 
terfeited  all  night  long  the  caulking  of  our  (hips,  that 
to  we.miglit  fully  poflefs  them  with  a  belief  that 
we  were  careening  them,  which  wrought  fo  effec- 
tually upon  them,  that  in  the  morning  they  failed 
not  to  come  up,  to  deftroy  with  their  cannon  the 
work  they  fancied  we  had  been  doing  during  the 
night. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  thdr  (hip  took  fire,  which 
made  them  put  farther  off,  where  they  extingui(hed 
it :  on  the  thirtieth  we  made  ufe  of  a  new  ftratagem 
to  amufe  our  enemies,  and  take  away  all  manner  of 
fufpicion  from  them  that  we  defigned  to  be  gone, 
which  was  to  charge  our  guns,  granadoes,  and  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  whereunto  we  tied  lighted  matches 
of  different  lengths,  that  fo,  havmg  their  efieft  in 
our  abfcnce  one  after  another,  the  Spani(h  (hip*s 
crew  might  (lill  believe  we  were  upon  the  ifland, 
from  whence  we  parted  in  the  twilight,  as  fecretly 
as  ever  we  could,  with  all  our  prifoners,  whom  we 
referved  for  no  other  ufe  than  to  carry  our  furgeon*s 
medicines,  carpenter's  tools,  and  the  wounded  mea 
we  might  have  in  this  paflage. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  in  the  year  1688,  we 
'  on  the  continent ;  and,  on  the  evening  of  the 
ay,  the  party  which  we  had  fent  b^ore  to 
r  horfes,  came  thither  like\iife :  they  had  taken 
ight  with  feveral  prifoners,  who,  without  any 
e  offered  them,  told  us,  they  did  not  think  it 
ble  we  fhould  travel  through  Segovia,  becaufe 
miards  had  intelligence,  we  had  made  choice 
t  province  to  pa&  through  1  bat  as  we  had 

already 
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abeadj  refelved  upon  the  mauer,  aod  that  oar  fhips 
iOoiiM  be  of  no  longer  ufe  unto  us,  all  thac  they 
uxmld  fay  to  the  contrary,  did  not  hinder  us  to  pef- 
ijcvece'thereio.  All  our  people,  at  the  fame  time, 
packed  up  every  man  his  charge,  and  put  their  filvtr 
into  bags,  which  they  thought  they  could  carry  with 
.their  ammun]tt<Mi :  thofe  who  had  too  much  of  the 
former,  gave  it  thofe  who  had  loft  theirs  at  play  for 
^to  carry,  conditioniDg  with  them,  that  they  (houkl 
return  the  one  half  back  to  the  owner,  in  cafek 
cfliould  pkafe  God  to  brbg  them  fafe  to  the  North- 
ifea. 

As  for  mylelf  I  mud  fay^  I  was  none  of  the 
word  provided,  and  though  my  charge  was  lighter 
than  others,  yet  it  was  not  for  all  that  lefs  coniidcr- 
able  for  the  value,  feeing  I  had  converted  thirty 
tboufand  pieces  of  eight  into  gold,  pearls,  and  pre- 
-xious  flones,  B^t  as  the  bedr  part  of  this  was  the 
.prodiift  of  luck  I  had  at  play,  fomc  Of  thofe  who 
had  been  iofers  as  well  in  piaying  agaioft  me  as 
others,  being  much  difcontented  at  their  lofles, 
49iotted  together,  to  the  number  of  feventeen  or  eighp 
teen,  to  murder  thofe  that  were  the  richeft  {tmongft 
us.  I  was  fo* happy  as  to  be  timely  adverrifed  of  it 
by  fome  friends,  which  did  not-a  little  difqu'et  my 
mind ;  for  it  was  a  very  difficult  ta(k  for  a  man,  du- 
ring  fo  long  a  journey,  to  be  able  to  fecuie  hhnfelf 
firom  being  furprizcd  by  thofe  who  were  continn- 
ally  in  the  fame  company,  and  with  whom  we  muft 
eat,  drink,  aiKl  fleep,  and  who  could  cut  off  whom 
they  pleafed  of  them,  in  the  conflifts  ihey  might 
have  with  the  Spaniards,  by  (hooting  us  during  the 
hurry,  which  yet  they  executed  in  another  manner, 
as  may  be  feen  in  due  place  t  the  appreh  enfions  I 
had  of  this  confpiracy  did  not  hiader  me  to  retain  fp 
much  judgment  and  prtfence  of  mind,  as  to  fall  pre- 
fently  upgn  luch  methods  as  1  thought  moll  rational 
N6  SLid 
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and  fccvre  for  the  prefervatioo  of  my  life,  and  which 
efie<^ually  faved  it,  which  was  to  depofic  fome  of 
wb&t  I  poflefled  in  the  hands  of  divers  perfoos,  and 
that  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  reft,  upon  conditioQ 
thpy  (hould  reftore  unto  me  fuch  a  proportion  as  I 
agreed  with  them  for,  when  we  were  come  upon  the 
coaft  of  Domiogo.  By  this  means  I  rid  myfelf  of 
■the  care  I  fliould  continually  have  bad  of  keeping 
upon  my  guard,  without  expoiing  them  much  who 
carried  my  effefts,  the  which  being  divided  diverfly^ 
and  to  diiTerent  perfons,  they  had  to  do  with  too 
many  people  to  compafs  their  ends.  It  is  true  I  paid 
dear  for  this  precaution ;  but  wha(  will  not  a  maa 
do  to  fave  his  life  ? 

C  H  A  P.    VL 

The  nf urn  of  the  Free-hooters  from  the  S<mtb  ta  the 
North  fea^  over  the  continent^  hy  another  way  than 
that  by  which  they  gat  thithir* 

/^N  the  fecond  day  of  January,  in  the  morning 
^^  after  we  had  faid  our  prayers,  and  funk  oar 
pcriaugues,  left  the  Spaniards  ftiould  have  any  benefit 
«f  them,  we  fet  out,  and  lay  that  night  by  th« 
fea-fide ;  we  ftopped  next  day  about  noon  at  an 
batto  to  bait :  on  the  fourth  we  lay  upon  a  pUt- 
form  that  extends  itfetf  upon  the  tops  of  feveral 
high  mountains,  where  the  Spaniards,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  precautions  we  had  taken,  wercadvertifed 
of  our  departure,  and  failed  not  to  let  us  have  their 
company,  keeping  themfclves  always  in  oar  flanks 
and  rear,. 

On  the  fifth  wf  lay  at  another  hatto  belonging 
to  the  tenient  of  Chiioteca,  about  which  place  the 
enemy  began  to  barricade  the  ways :  we  refled.oQ  the 
fi&dr  for  an  hour  and  better  at  an  eftanci^  to  bait.; 

aod 
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and  upon  a  bed,  in  a  hall  there,  we  fonod  the  follo#« 
ing  letter  directed  unto  us,  in  thefe  words : 

*  "Vl/^  *rc  ^^y  g'^^  ^1^^^  y^^**  ^^^  XQ2At  choice 
^   ^^    of  our  province  for  yonr  paflhgc  through 

*  homewards;  but  we  are  forry  you  are  no  better 

*  laden  with  filver;  however,  if  you  have  occafion 

*  for  mules  to  carry  your  baggage,  we  will  fend  them 

*  to  you  ;  we  hope  to  have  the  French  general  Grog- 

*  nee  very  quickly  in  our  power,  and  we  will  leave 

*  you  to  coaCder  what  is  like  to  become  of  the  fol- 

*  diers*' 

We  faw  clearly  by  this  letter,  that  they  knew  no- 
thing of  the  death  of  Grognet,  fince  they  believed 
be  was  fUU  our  commander ;  and  that  they  had  no 
knowledge  of  him,  but  by  the  aocount  that  had  been 
^ven  them  by  the  three  men  that  had  run  away  from 
him  to  them,  when  they  failed  of  getting  the  gold 
.  of  the  mines  of  Tinfigal^ 

On  the  iieventh  we  met  with  an  ambufcade  of  the 
enemy,  whom  our  van-guard  forced  to  retire,  and 
lay  in  the  evening  at  an  hatto :  the  Spaniards,  who 
left  no  means  unattempted  to  deftroy  us,  burnt  all 
the  provifion  that  was  in  our  way,  and  alfo  when  we 
entered  into  any  favannas,  where  the  grafs  was  very 
dry,  they  went  ta  the  windward  of  us  to  fet  it  on 
fire,  whereby  we  were  very  much  incommoded,  and 
our  houfes  were  even  flifled  with  the  fmoke  :  as  we 
were  fometimes  obliged  toffey  till  the  fire  had  burnt 
«p  all,  to  go  forwards,  this  very  much  retarded  our 
march ;  and  this  was  the  chief  thing  the  Spaniards^ 
aimed  at  that  the  men  might  have  leifore  to  finilh  ^ 
retrenchment,  whereof  I  (hall  quickly  have  occafion 
to  fpeak,  which  they  erefted  unknown  to  us  at  fome 
diflance  off  from  our  road,  to  which  alfo  the  work* 
they  cut  out  |or  us  to  remove  the  btticadoes  of  trees^ 

where- 
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very  muoli;  m&^muchthat^  oot  beingiibk  topenetnate. 
into  their  defigos,  we  perfuaded  ourfelves  that  they 
did  all  this  with  do  other  intent  tbaa  to  chagriii 
us  only,  as  beiog  not  able  to  do  worie  unto  ns,  or 
I  (hould  have  rather  faid,  having  jnot  the  cour^ 
for  it. 

On  the  cJghth  we  peflTed  on  to  a  very  .fine  fogar- 
plan  ration,  and  as  we  were  very  deOrons  to  take 
ibme  prifoners  who  might  inform  us  of  what  was 
done,  all  our  company  filed  ofiT,  and  twenty  of  us 
(laid  behind  in  a  houfe,  after  they  had  fet  it  'cai  fiie, 
to  oblige  the  Spaniards  to  come  and  pat  it  oat,  when 
they  faw  ourmen  at  a  diftance  from  them,  and. this 
fhey  faikd  not  to  do :  but  oar  impatience  being  the 
meaosof  dircoveitng  of  us  too foon,  they  thereupoa 
fled ;  yet  we,  firing  upon  them,  \¥ounded  one,  and 
took  him,  by  whom  we  underAood  that  all  their  re- 
Infor.cements  were  .coming  together  to  difpute  oqr 
paflTage,  and  that  M^e  were  going  to  meet  them  that 
came  from  Tinfigal,  who  coofilled  of  three  haodred 
men. 

When  we  had  done  with  this  wounded  man,  we 
fejoioed  our  main  body,  who  had  halted  to  wait  for  . 
us.  and  then  jogged  on  till  we  can^  to  a  great  bo- 
rough, where  we  found  thofe  three  hundred  men, 
who  afterwards  were  our  continual  guard,  for  they 
gave  us,  morning  and  evening,  the  diverfion  of  their 
trumpets ;  but  it  was  like  the  mafic  of  the  eochanted 
palace  of  Pficha,  who  heard  it  without  feeing  the 
mufidaos,  for  ours  onarched  on  each  fide  of  us,  ia 
places  fo  covered  with  pine^trjces,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  perceive  them. 

We  lay  this  evening  about  a  quarter  of  a  Ic^gOQ 
from  the  faid  borough,  upon  an  afoeat,  according ' 
tp  our  ufual  manner,  who  never  encamped  but  upoa 
high  ground,  c^  ia  the  lacae  of  iavaanas,  for  fear  of 
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)>eing  heo^ned  io.  We  ckcumped  on  the  ninth  in  the 
morning,  after  webad  reinforced  our  advanced  guards 
with  forty  men  more,  who  were  appointed  to  fire  their 
mu(kets  at  the  entries  or  avenues  of  the  woods,  that 
we  might  have  a  fight  of  the  Spaniards,  in  cafe  they 
laid  any  ambufcades  for  us :  in  the  mean  time,  abonc 
ten  in  the  morning  we  pafled  on  to  a  place  that  wai 
fo  thin  let  with  wood,  that  we  m^ht  fee  a  confider- 
•able  diflance  f r6m  us,  and,  feeing  no  enemy  appear, 
we  did  not  fire  at  all:  but  we  did  not  dream  that  we 
were  feekin^  for  Uiat  far  before  us,  which  we  had  at 
the  fides  of  us ;  for  the  Spaniards,  who  were  ranged 
to  th^  right  and  left  of  our  way,  lying  on  their  bdlies, 
made  their  difcharges  with  fo  much  precipitation,  that 
there  was  no  more  than  one  half  of  our  advanced  - 
guard  who  had  time  to  anfwer  their  firing.  They 
killed  us  two  men  prefentjy,  who  were  turned  out  of 
the  way,  to  pafs  undifcovered  of  the  enemy  ;  after 
which  we  went  to  refre(h  ourfelves  in  a  little  town 
that  was  in  our  way,  and  lay  half  a  league  beyond  it. 

We  m^i  with  another  ambufcade  on  the  tenth,' 
wherein  we  were  beforehand  with  our  enemies,  and 
made  them  leave  us  their  horfes ;  then  went  to  bait 
at  another  borough,  and  lay  a  little  farther. 

On  the  eleventh,  as  we  drew  nearer  -unto  the 
town  of  Segovia,  we  met  with  a  new  ambufcade  a 
little  on  this  fide  it,  and  when  we  had  forced  them 
with  our  fufils  to  retire,  we  went  into  thcfaid  town, 
being  refolved  and  difpofed  to  fight  floutly,  as  be* 
lieviDg,  if  the  Spaniards  Were  minded  to  try  us,  they 
would  ufe  their  grcateft  effort  in  that  place  \  but 
they  contented  tbemfelves  with  firing  only  a  few 
.  mufquet-fhot  at  us  from  under  the  covert  of  fon^e 
pine-  trees  that  grew  upon  the  afcenrs  which  encompafs 
the  town,  whither  they  were  retired :  we  found  no- 
thing there  to  eat,  becaufe  they  bad  burnt  all  the 
provifion  in  the  place. 

By 
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By  good  luck  we  took  a  prifoner  to  condnA  ns  to 
the  river  we  fought  for,  and  which  was  ffill  twenty 
kagues  off;  forafmtich  as  thofe  who  had  been  our 
guides  as  far  as  Segovia  knew  not  the  way  any  farther. 

This  town  lies  in  a  bottom,  and  is  fo  furrounded 
with  mountains,  ^hat  (he  looks  as  if  (he  were  laid  up 
in  prifon  ^  the-churches  here  are  very  mdifFerently 
built,  but  the  place  of  arms  is  both  very  confiderable 
and  very  fine  ;  it  is  an  inland  place  forty  leagues  oS 
from  the  South-fca.  The  way  that  leads  to  it,  from 
the  place  where  we  were,  is  very  difficult,  beiog  all 
mountains  of  a  prodigious  height,  to  the  tops  whereof 
we  muff  creep  with  great  danger,  and  the  rallies 
confequently  are  fo  very  narrow  here,  that  for  z 
league  of  even  ground  you  pafs  over,  you  have  fix 
leagues  of  mountains  to  go  :  when  wc  bad'  pa  fled 
thefe  mountains  we  felt  a  very  fharp  cold,  and  were 
taken  with  fo  thick  a  fog,  that,  even  when  day  ap- 
peared, we  could  not  know  one  another  no  other* 
wife  than  by  our  voices ;  but  that  lafted  not  till  above 
tcti  in  the  morning,  when  the  weather  cleared  up, 
and  the  fog  went  entirely  off;  -and  the  heat,  which 
liicceeds  the  cold,  becomes  there  very  great,  as  welF 
as  in  the  plains,  where  none  of  this  cold  is  felt,  tiU* 
yea  come  direftly  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.. 
Thus  were  we  forced  to  endure  fuch  contrary  feafons,. 
as  well  when  we  travelled,  as  when  we  repofed  our- 
felves,^that  they  expofed  us  to  very  great  inconve- 
niences ;  but  the  hopes  of  getting  once  into  our 
native  country  made  us  patiently  to  endure  all  their 
toils,  and  ferved  as  fo  many  wings  to  carry  us. 

On  the  twelfth  we  departed  from  this  town,  and' 
went  up  other  mountains,  where  we  had  incredible- 
trouble  to  clear  the  ways  of  thofe  works  the  Spaniards 
had  prepared  to  barricade  them  up  with  ;  we  went 
to  lodge  iaan  hatto,  where  they  fired  very  much  iifc 
the  night  into  our  camp. 

0» 
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On  the  thirteenth,  an  hour  before  fun-rifing,  we 
moanted  along  an  eminence  that  feemed  to  us  to  be 
an  advantageous  place  to  encamp  on ;  from  whence 
we'faw,  upon  the  edge  of  a  mountain  from  which  we 
were  feparated  but  by  a  narrow  valley,  twelve  or 
fifteen  horfes,  which  we  took  for  fome  time  for  cat- 
tle that  fed  there,  whereat  we  much  rejoiced,  as  be- 
ing in  hopes  we  fhould  next  morning  have  good 
cheer  at  the  coft  of  ^hefe  animals ;  and  that  we  might 
be  the  more  aflbred  of  the  matter,  we  fent  forty 
men  thither,  who  told  us  at  their  return,  that  what 
wc  took  for  beeves  were  all  faddled  horfes,  and  that 
they  had  obferved  three  retrenchments  in  the  fame 
place,  about  piftol-fhot  one  from  another,  which, 
raifing  by  degrees  towards  the  middle  of  the  fame 
fide  of  the  mountain,  fully  barricaded  the  way 
through  which  we  were  to  pafs  next  day,  and  com- 
manded a  fmall  Aream  that  ran  along  the  faid  valley, 
into  which  we  muft  neceffarily  defcend  firft,  there 
being  no  other  way,  nor  any  likelihood  of  our  going 
on  one  fide  thereof.  They  faw  alfo  a  man,  who,  as 
ibon  as  he  difcovcred  them,  feverely  threatened  ihem 
with  his  cutlafs,  which  he  held  naked  in  his  hand. 

Thefe  fad  tidings  was  a  mighty  allay  to  our  joy, 
and  the  transformation  of  thofe  pretended  beeves,  on 
whom  our  pining  appetite  had  depended  fo  much, 
affeAed  us  to  a  great  degree ;  but  thefe  thoughts 
were  at  prefent  to  be  laid  afide,  to  make  room  for 
to  con/ider  how  we  fhould  difentangle  aurfdves  from 
that  place,  and  that  without  delay,  beCaufe  the 
'Spaniards,  who  were  gathering  together  from  all  the 
adjacent  provinces,  would  quickly  fall  upon  our  fmall 
company^  who  muft  of  neceffity  be  overborne  by 
them,  if  we  (hid  for  them :  the  means  to  cSeCt  this 
were  not  eafily  found,  and  perhaps  it  would  have 
appeared  an  impofCble  thing  to  any  other  than  fuch 
as  we  were,  vrho,  till  then,  had  been  fuccdfsfiil  al- 
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mod  in  til  bor  midertakiogs ;  and  to  be  plain  in  the 
matter,  we  found  onrfelves  now  hard  pat  to  it :  for, 
as  I  ob£ervcd  to  the  reft  of  oor  people,  ten  thooftnd 
men  could  not  be  able  to  force  their  way  tbroogh 
that  intrenchment  without  being  cut  to  pieces,  as 
¥ieU  becanfeof  the  advantage  of  the  place,  as  the 
number  of  Spaniards  that  defended  it,  which  wb 
might  compute  by  that  of  their  horfiss;  and  (edng 
a  (ingle  man  could  hardly  pifs  on  one  £de  of  it^  there 
was  no  Itkelifaood  we  ihould  be  able  to  do  it  ^th  oar 
borfes  and  baggage,  fo  rough  was  the  country :  and 
indeed,  faving  the  road  itielf,  all  the  reft  was  no 
other  than  a  thick .  foreft,  without  eitiier  wxf&  or 
paths,  full  of  (harp  rocks  in  fome  places,  of  qtqg* 
mires  in  others,  and  embarrafled  with  a  gn^it  many 
trees  that  had  dropped  down  to  the  ground  wxth^age : 
and  though  after  all  wt  ftoold  hm  fonnd  om  a 
.  muf  to  dkape  a^ciiofi  fo  many  obfiaoks,  there  «bs 
ifiai  an  ind^penfable  neoeffity^at  «w  ibonld.£ght 
^th  the  &3aidanls,  that  we  noi^bt  be  at  quiet  fbr 
the  rtft  of  our  journey.  This  they  all  agreed  to  ; 
but  as  they  objeded  unto  me.  that  it  w»  to  mo 
imcpofe  to  4«prefent  thefe  difficokieB,  which  of 
-themfelvcis 'weiee  bat  too  acppanmt,  ^thoBtpropo- 
£ng  fame  method  to  furmount  them,  nbr  to  mrt 
•counfel  without  facilitating  the  execution  thcreoi^  I 
told  them,  that,  for  my  part,  I  couM  not  fee  what 
e](e  we  could  (do,  but  go  crofs<thafe  woods,  pred- 
'  pices,  mountains,  ^md  rocks,  how  inaccdOSble  foever 
they  appeared  to  be,  and  endeavour  to  liirprize  the 
encmyin  the  rear,  and  togdntbe  advantage  of  the 
ground  from  them  by  getting  above  them,  where 
uirely  we  were  not  expe^ed ;  and  that  I  would  an- 
fwer  for  the  fucccls  of  the  fame  at  the  peril  of  my 
life,  if  they  wcmld  uodertdke  it :  that  as  for  onr 
prlfoners,  faorfes,  and  baggage,  wherewith  we  were 
inctambopcdy  we  ou^t  tiot  to  leave  themdefenoe- 
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IcFs,  to  the  difcretion  of  thofe  three  hundred  men, 
who  always  kept  clofe  to  us  in  our  march,  and  en- 
camped every  evening  about  a  mufket-ftiot  off: 
that  we  ought  to  leave  fourfcore  men  to  guard  them 
with  all  necedary  precaution,  as  you  will  hear  by- 
and-by,  and  that  fuch  a  number  was  enough  to  fight 
with  fo  many  Spaniards  four  titoes  told. 

We  took  fome  time  to  deliberate  hereupon ;  and 
at  length  thefe  expedients,  how  hazardous  foever 
they  were,  being  found  the  moft  fuitable  to  the  con- 
tlitioo  wc  were  in,  and  1  may  fay,  the  only  ones  we 
bad  left  us,  we  refolved  to  lay  lK)ld  of  them,  and 
put  the  (asie  in  execution.  • 

Scarce  had  we  proje<fted  thedcfign,  and  confidered 

the  aicent  where  we  were,  the  fituation  of  the  op« 

poiite  mountain   where    the  Spaniards  had  made 

their  retrfncbmems,  but  thataboye  the.l^gheft -of 

th^  ure  iaw  a  road,  \(4)ich  we-topk  io  be  |he  cctt- 

.  tinnatioaof  th^t  which  thqr  had  ihut  up  agakift  \is, 

and,  tormqg  tp  the  right,  went  wili4iQg  aboi^t  tl^e 

iide  of  the  uime  mountain ;  which  yet  we  could  not 

.diicover  but  with  dlfficuhy,  and  by  lights  pefping 

.in  between  the  trees,  which  would  allow  us  to  fee 

.but  jbmeropaces.at  a  diAance  from  one  another. 

As  we  had  not  hitherto  refolved  upon  which  ficje 
tp  pitch,  ia  order  to  get  behind  thofe  intrenchments, 
whether  theTightor  left,  this  way  decided  tbat  point, 
bei^g  w^ll  iatufied,  that  if  We  could  but  once  croTs 
it,  .it  wpold  bring  us  diredlly  upon  the  enemy :  but 
yet,  that  we  might  not  engage  Qurfelves  inconilde- 
.  rately  in  this  ^jiterprize,  where  all  things  went  for  nf, 
we  fent  twenty  mjen,  while  we  had  any  daylight  left, 
to  a  place  that  was  £bmewhat  higher  than  that  where 
we  were,  to  cover  another  party,  whom  we  had 
known  by  experience  to  have  been  very  ingenious 
and  expert  upon  feveraloccafions,  that  fo  they  might 
pitch  uj)oa  tbofe'plaoes  by  which  we  might,  in  tho 

night. 


Digitized  by  VjOQQ IC 


3o8        "The  HISrORY  ef  the 

night,  the  more  eafily  get  up  as  far  as  that  roaiJ^ 
thereby  to  go  and  charge  the  enemy  in  the  rear  by 
break  of  day. 

As  fooa  as  our  men  were  returned  and  gave  us 
an  accodnt  of  what  they  h  id  obferved,  we  made  all 
things  ready  for  our  departure ;  but  we  firft  made 
that  ftation,  we  were  leaving,  a  place  of  arms,  where 
we  left  our  baggage,  all  the  prifoners  we  had,  and 
fourfcore  men  to  guard  them,  and  this,  that  the  three 
hundred  Spaniards,  who  continually  foll6wed  as,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  were  behind  the  retrenchments^ 
might  be  perfuaded  we  had  not  left  our  camp  ;  and 
we  gave  the  oflSccr  that  commanded  order  to  make 
every  ceniinel  he  fct,  or  relieved  in  the  night-time, 
to  fire  his  fufil,  and  that  he  (hould  beat  the  drum  at 
the  ufual  hour:  we  told  him,  moreover,  that,  if 
God  gave  us  the  viftory,  we  (hould  fend  a  party  to 
bring  Him  off,  and  that,  if,  about  an  hour  after  he 
beard  the  firing  at  an  end,  he  did  not  fee  any  body 
from  us,  he  fliould  provide  for  his  own  fafety  as  well 
as  he  could. 

Things  being  thus  difpofed,  we  feid  our  prayers 
lis  low  as  we  could,  that  the  Spaniards  nright  not 
hear  us,  from  whom  we  were  feparated  but  by  the 
valley  we  have  fpoken  of:  at  the  fame  trine  we  fet 
forward,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  men,  by 
moonlight,  it  being  now  an  hour  within  night ;  and 
about  one  more  after  our  departure,  we  heard  the 
Spaniards  alfo  at  their  prayers,  who,  knowing  we 
were  encamped  very  near  them,  fired  about  fix 
hundred  mufkets  into  the  atr  to  frighten  us  ;  befides 
which,  they  alfo  made  a  difcharge  at  all  the  refponfes 
of  the  litany  of  the  faints  which*  they  fung.  We 
fKll  purfued  our  march,  and  fpent  the  whole  night 
(in  going  (fown,  and  then  getting  up)  to  advance  half  :^ 
a  quarter  of  a  league,  wWch  was  the  diftance  be- 
tween them  and  us,  tbrou£(h  a  country,  as  I  have 

already 
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already  faid,  fo  full  of  rocks,  monntains,  woods, 
and  frightful  precipices,  that  our  pofteriors  and  knees 
were  of  more  ufe  to  us  than  our  legs,  it  being  im- 
pofEble  for  us  to  travel  thither  oiherwife. 

.  On  the  fourteenth,  by  break  of  day,  as  we  were 

^t  oyer  the  moft  dangerous  parts  of  this  pafTage, 

ajid  had  already  feized  upon  a  confiderable  afcent 

of  the  mountain,  by  clanibering  up  to  it  in  great 

fileace,  and  leaving  the  Spaniards  retrenchments  on 

our  left,  we  &w  their  party  that  went  the  rounds, 

Who,  thanks  to  the  fogs  that  are  very  rife  in  this 

country  (as  I  have  already  faid)  till  ten  o'clock  did 

not  difcovcr  us.    As  foon  as  they  were  gone  by,  we 

went  direftly  to  the  place  where  we  faw  them,  and 

found  it  to  be  exaftly  the  road  we  were  minded  to 

feize  on :  when  we  had  made  an  halt  for  about  half 

an  hour  to  take  breath,  and  that  we  had  a  little 

daylight  to  facilitate  our  march,  we  followed  this 

road  by  the  voice  of  the  Spaniards,  who  Were  at 

their  morning  prayers,  and  we  were  but  juft  begin- 

ing  our  march,  when  unfortunately  we  met  with 

two  out-ccniinels,  on  whom  we  were  forced  to  fire ; 

and  this  gave  the  Spaniards  notice,  who  thought  of 

nothing  lefs  than  to  fee  us  come  down  from  about 

them  upon  their  retrenchment,  fince  they  expefted 

ns  no  other  way  than  from  below :  fo  that  thofe  who 

bad  the  guard  thereof,  and  were  in  number  about 

five  hundred  men,  finding  themfelves  on  the  outfide,' 

when  they  thought  they  had  been  within,  and  con- 

fequently  open  without  any  covert,  took  the  alarm 

fo  hot,  that,  falling  all  on  upon  them  at  the  fame 

time,  we  made  them  quit  the  place  in  9  moment^ 

and  make  their  efcape  by  the  favour  of  the  f(^. 

This  fo  much  unexpefted  morning  mufick  dif- 

^turbed  the  .whole  oeconomy  of  their  defigns,  and  fo 

thwarted  their  whole  contrivance,  that  thofe  of  the 

other   two   retrenchments  drew  all   without  the 

lower- 
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lowermoft,  where  they  prepared  to  defend  them* 
felvcs  ;  we  fought  with  them  a  whole  hour  from  un- 
der the  covert  of  the  firft  retrenchment  which  we 
had  got  of  them,  and  which  exactly  cottitiianded 
them,  becaufe  of  its  elevated  fituatlon  upon  the 
mouQtain  :  but,  as  they  gave  no  ground,  we  began 
to  think  that  the  (hot  we  difcharged  did  x^ot  reach 
them,  becaufe  of  the  fog  which  hindered  us  to  dif- 
cover  them,  and  that  we  could  not  fire  but  accord- 
ing to  the  difctiarges  that  came  from  them  ;  fo  that; 
being  refolved  tolofe  our  aim  no  longpr,  we  ad- 
vanced, and  fell  direftly  upon  the  places  from 
whence  they  iired :  there  we  fought  them  ftoutly, 
and  they  did  not  quit  the  place,  till  fuch  time  as 
they  faw  the  butts  of  our  muflkets,  and  that  near 
them,  the  fight  whereof  the  mift  had  till  then  ta- 
ken from  them:  but  then,  being  much  terrified, 
they  left  us  aU>  and  ran  that  way  which  was  before 
their  rehreachments,  which  proved  very  incommo- 
dious for  them,  becaufe,  that  being  the  only  place 
by  which  they  thought  we  could  come  at  theffi, 
they  had  cut  down  all  the  trees  that  grew  there,  and 
in  the  adjacent  parts,  as  well  becaufe  they  might 
obftruA  their  fight  in  this  bottom,  as  hinder  us  to 
come  on  under  the  covert  of  them :  and  thus  the 
precaution  whi(;h  they  had  taken  againft  us,  by  a 
qmte  contrary  efFeft  was  turned  upon  themfelves^ 
infomuch  that  we  had  fo  dear  a  view  of  them  from 
the  retrenchments  we  had  taken,  that  we  did  exe- 
cution almoft  with,  every  piece  we  flibt.  We  purfued 
them  after  that  for  fome  time,  Aill  beating  them ; 
but  at  length,  being  weary  both  of  running  and  kill- 
ing, we  returned  to  the  retrenchments  where  the 
five  hundred  men,  whom  we  had  put  to  flight  at 
firft,  being  come,  back,  endeavoured  to  br^  in 
upon  thofe  whom  we  had  left  to  guard  them,  but 
we  made  them^  like  the  reft^  quickly^  run  away. 

Wc 
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We  were  4xlfo  fatigued  mightily  in  parfaiog  of  them ; 
for,  befides  that  the  ground  was  fo  extfaordiDary 
bad  and  hard  to  pafs,  they  alfo  augmented  the  dif« 
ficulties  t>y  makiog  ufe  of  the  trees  which  they 
had  felled  doiin  to  Barricade  and  ftop  up  eyen  the 
leaft  avenue  that  was  near  the  place  round  about. 

We*  found  thefe  Spaniards  had  i^  little  mind  la 

gi?e  us  quarter^  if  they  (hould  have  the  upper  hand 

oJF  usy  that  even  whea  we  took  any  of  them,  they 

would  not  as  oAich  as  alk  it  at  our  hands,  and  ta 

fome  of  them  we  g^vve  quarter  in  fpight  of  their 

teeth,  though  they  did  otherwife  all  that  ever  they 

could  to  fave  themfelves  out  of  our  hands :  but  at 

this  no  man  ought  to  wonder ;  for  it  is  a  maxim 

amongft  them  in  thefe  parts,  and  whereof  we  have 

had  experience  upon  fevecal  occaftons,  whether  it 

proceeded  from  pride,  or  natural  fiercenefs  of  tem« 

per,  or  becatife  of  aa  oath  they  take  before  their 

commaader  before  they  go  la  fight,  that  they  will 

never  fubmit  la  aik  quarter  of  thofe  to  whom  the7 

have  fwore  they  would  sive  none :  but  we  in  the  mean^ 

time,  being  afFeAed  with  compaffion  upon  fight  of 

the  great  quantity  of  blood  we  faw  running  down 

into  the  rivulet,  fpared  the  refl,  and  went  a  fecood 

time  imo  our  intrenchments,  having  loil:  all  tbia 

while  but  one  man,  and  two  only  wounded.    The 

Spaniards,  among  others,  loft  their  general,  who 

was  an  old  Walkxxi  officer,  who  had  given  them 

the  plan  of  this  retrenchment,  that  would  infallibly 

have  prevailed  againft  us,  had  we  attacked  them  by 

the  way  they  expected.     In  the  mean  time  another 

old  Captain  had  advifed  him  to  fecure  their  rear,  but 

he  faw  fo  little  likelihood  of  danger  on  that  fide, 

that  he  anfwered,  w^  muft  be  either  men  or  devils ) 

that,  if  we  were  men,  he  defied  us  to  get  over  any 

way  in  eight  days  time';  but  if  we  were  devils, 

2  ^  though 
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though  he  (hould  take  never  fo  mach  care  <^  him- 
felf,  he  muft  Itill  be  taken. 

However,  at  the  folicitation  of  the  faid  officer, 
he  fent  a  party  that  way  to  go  the  rounds,  and  to 
poft  the  two  centinek  we  fpoke  of,  as  they  thought 
ipoft  convenient.  The  general  being  fearched,  there 
Were  feveral  letters  found  in  his  pockets,  which  had 
been  writ  to  him  by  the  governors  of  the  proviDce, 
that  fct  forth  particularly  the  number  of  men  they 
bad  fent  hlm^  ^nd  one,  among  'others,  from  the 
general  of  CbAa  Rica,  who  esprefled  bimfelf  as 
follows : 

A  letter  written  by  the  general  of  the  province  cf 
Cqfta  Rica  to  the  commander  in  chirf  in  the  rC' 
trenchments.  Dated  January  6,  1688. 

*  S  I  R, 
«  T  Thought  I  had  made  a  good  choice,  when 

*  '*'  I  committed  to  you  the  conduft  of  an  afiair 

*  which  ought  to  re-eftablifti  our  reputation,  if  you 

*  have  the  better  of  the  enemy,  as  you  induce  mc  lo 
•believe  you   will;  I  was  preparing  to  fend  you 

*  eight  thoufand  men,  if  you  had  not  fent  me  word 

<  that  fifteen  hundred  was  enough.     I  do  not  doubt 

*  but  a  perfon  that  hath  ferved  fo  long  as  you  have 
«  done,  will  take  care  of  your  men,  cipecially  Cnce 

*  you  have  to  do  with  a  people  from  whom  there 

*  will  no  honour  redound  to  you  by  over-ddng 

<  ihem. 

*  According  to  the  relation  you  have  given  me  of 
'  your  retrenchments,  it  is  impoffible  but  thofepeo- 

*  pie,  with  the  help  of  God,  muft  be  deftroyed;  I 

*  advife  you  to  put  a  thoufand  men  into  them,  and 
« two  hundred  near  unto  the  river,  by  which  they 

*  hope  to  get  unto  the  North-fea.     In  cafe  any  oif 

*  them  fave  themfelves  crofs  the  mountains,  don  Ro- 
'  drigo  Sarmado,  the  tfew  governor  of  Tinfigtl, 

*  ought 
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*  ought  to  be  at  the  head  of  three  hundred. men,  te 
"  fall  upon  the  rear  as  foon  as  ever  they  are  en- 

*  gPgcd,  for  certainly  their  baggage  miift  be  there. 

*  Take  good  meafures,  for  thofe  devils  have  a  cua- 
"*  oiDg  and  Aibtlety  that  is  not  la  ufe  amoDgft  U3« 

*  When  you  find  them  advance  within  the  fliot  of 
^  your  harquebufTes,  let  not  jrour  men  Ave  but  by 
'^  tweaticS,  to  the  end  your  firing .  mayr  not  be  in 
'^  Tain ;  and,  when  you  find  them  weakened,  raifo  a 
^  (bout  to  frighten  them,  and  fall  in  with  your 
^  fwords,  while  don  Rodrigo  attacks  tl^em  in  the 
"•  rear^  I  hope  God  willfayeur  our  def^gos,  ;fince 
-*  they  are  no  other  than  for  his  glory,  and  the  de- 
-^  -ftru^tion  of  thefe  new  fort  of  Turks  ;, hearten  up 
"*  your  men,  though  they  jh^  have  enough  of  that 
"*  according  to  your  example ;  they  Ihall  be  se- 
^  warded  in  heaven,  and,  if  they  get  the  better^ 

*  they  will  have  gold  and  fiiver  enough,  whercwifh 

*  thde  thieves  arc  laden.*  '.      ,   _ 

After  we  had  fung  Te  Deum  upon  the  field  of 
|>attle»  by  way  of  thanks  unto  God  for  this  vic- 
tory, we  mounted  fixty  men  on  horfeback  to  go  aoA 
^ive  notice  to  our  other  people  of  the  fucceis  the 
Almighty  was  pleafed  to  give  us*  We  found  thorn 
ready  to  begin  another  engagement  againft  the  three 
iiundred  Sipaniards,  whereof  we  have  (jpoken ;  who, 
^s  foon  as  they  heard  that  aSion  at  the  retrendi- 
toents  begin,  and  faw  how  few  men  we  had.lej^t  be* 
jiind  in  our  camp,  were  eafily  induct  to  lieli^ve  we 
•had  made  our  attack  by  that  difadvantageous  waj^^I 
have  fpoke  of)  as  fuppofing  it  impoflible  forus  tp  do 
it  in  any  other  place,  and  that  therefore  /on^  r-ujn 
mud  be  inevitable  ;  infomuch  that,  inilead  of  enter- 
ing  direftly  into  the  place,  which,  confidering  iherr 
ntfmber,  they  could  have  carried  in  a  ^omeijLt,  they 
had  fo  little  courage,- that  they  contented  xhemf^lves 
to  fend  a9  officer  to  our  men  that  guarded  the  bag- 

Voi^U.    '  O  "B^g^ 
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gage,  to  parley  Mvith  ihcm,  whom  thty  Aapped  fbr 
a  time,  in  e?tpeAa*t6n  of  feme  news  from  us, 
that  fo  they  might  return  an  tnfwer  conformable  to 
fthe  intdligencc  they  received.  And  thus  the  plnt- 
'form  I  had  bid,  whereon  to  gwund  the  fafficicucy  of 
rfbntfcorc -of  onrinen  for  •that  work,  or  rariicr  the 
'  (Cowardice  of  the  enemy,  was  fiilly  confinned^ 

They  told  os,  that,  us  foon  we  kad  begun  ibc 
light,  thofc  three  hundred  Spaniards  advanced  a 
4lttie^  and,  having  got  Hj>on  an  eminence  *that  com- 
tnanded  our  camp,  they  ;fligh*ed,  and  'foot  them  the 
laid  officer  to  make  -the  foHowing  harangue  to 
raein* 

'*J,CQm€'Mft!er  fcbm -ttiy  $|cneral ;  yon  fay,  yon 

'^  do  not  queftioo  'hut  yoa  havx  force  enongh,  and 

■  *  that  you  are  teeu  of  -cofirage,  which  you  have 

•'^  let  us  know  whenever  you  have  be^  roifided  to 

*  make^owriyves'  mafters  of  our  country ;  yet  j-oa 

*  fLTt  not.  to  doubt  but  the  great  numbers  of  men 
-•  we  hare  got  tojjethpr,  wi^l  w^erpower  yoo.  \\« 
•^  Ui«  ^o  la  'you  Uttderftand,  theire  are  a  thoufand 
'^men'in  th.ncetrehcfhtnent  aga'mfl:  whom  they  are 
«•  gone  to  fight,  where  Uhcy  are  ^KtofAed  ?  that  wc 

*  are  three  litindred  men  in  this  place,  tmd  that  two 
•*  hundred  ^re  ptrfled  near  to  the  river  you  go  and 
''fedc,  lo  wait  fbr  ftdfe  rf  you  who  efcape  out  of 
'^  the  light :  wherefore,  If  you  will  pre  yourfirfvcs 

*  iTf>  flrifdners  of  war  into  the  po^'er  of  our  gc- 
^  neral,  who'is  a  tnan  of  hononr,  we  witt  be  friends, 
•*  and  we  will  let  yon  pafe  to  your  oti^n  country  t 

*  but  a^  to  thofc  of  your  men  i^liom  ours  have  ta- 

*  ken  dijrc,  their  almoner,  yefhsrday  after  prayers, 

*  begged  quarter  for  tfitm,  ^or  the  honour  of  the 
^  ho^  facrameht,  and  gferkjus  Vifgin,  which  hii$ 
^  been  prOtrttfed  unto  f  henn,* 

Otir  tfi^,  Tiearttig  Hm  talk -at  this  Tinte,  irere  a!- 
feady  fcnucwhot  '^mmdi,  m^-  jftartng  what  he  fnid 

W5l$ 
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xvas  true ;  but,  as  foon  they  faw  us  cohie  at  a 
diftaucc,  they  took  com  age,  and  returned  him  as 
fierce  an  anfwer,  like  men  who  had  no  fear  upoa 
^bem,  to  this  purpofe. 

•  Though  you  had  h^d  fdrce  enough  tb  deflrov 

*  two  thirds  of  our  dumber,  we  (hould  not  fah 
^  ftill  to  iight  ^vith  the  remaiiling  part ;  yea,  though 

*  there  were  biit  one  natin  of  vte  leift,  he  ftiould  fighc 
'  ftHI  againft  you  all. 

«  When  we  put  aftibre,  and  left  *ihe  South-'fea, 

*  wc  all  refolvefl  to  pafs  through  your  cotratry.  Or 

*  die  in  the  attempt ;    and  though  there  t^'ere  as 

*  itiany  Spaniards  of  you  as  there  is  grafe  in  this  fa- 

*  vanna,  we  fhould  not  be  afraid,  btJt  look  upon  you 
'  alwijys  in  our  opinion  cowards,  and  we  wHl  pafe  on, 
^  atid  go  where  \ve  will  in  fplRbt  of  your  teeth** 

The  ofticcf,  being  difmi/tcd  upon  'Our  arrival^ 
ttiounted  his  liorfe  to  rcttirn  frdm  whence  he  came^ 
«ind  obferving  wq  were  booted,  and  mounted  opoft 
"his  companions  hoifes,  who  Marded  the  retrench^ 
ments,  he  (hrunk  up  his  (boulders  by  way  cff  amaze- 
ment, and  rode  as  faft  as  he  could  to  carry  thse 
^ews  to  his  own  p:irty.  As  fooii  as  lie  was  got  to 
(hem,  wlio  were  not  above  a  inufket-fhot  off.  We  ad- 
"vat^ccd,  and  fell  wpon  ihem,  to  put  them  otit  of 
condition  all  at  once  tofoflow  us  any  ntdre  :  we  re* 
iceivcd  their  firft  firing,  to  tvhich  we  made  no  re- 
turo,  otherwife  tlian  with  otir  piiftols  and  cutlaflcs, 
and  that  unhappily  for  tlicm  who  had  not  j^et  gcit 
-upon  their  horfes,  fer  we  cut  a  great  matty  of  them 
to  pieces,  infonr\uch  that,  God  crowning  all  ^e  ad- 
vantages wc  Iiad  had  in  the  reft  of  oUr  engagemchts 
by  the  fuccefs  wc  had  In  this  laft,  u^  let  the  reft 
go,  detaining  only  their  horfes  ;  and  when  we  had 
broken  alPtiieir  arms,  we,  with  our  baggage,  re* 
Joined  our  main  body,  ^hofiaid  flill  upon  the  place 
\9  guard  tlic»Tctrenchments.    We  bad  no  more  tha^ 
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one  man  killed  in  this  engagement  {as  it  was  in  tbe 
other)  and  two  maimed. 

We  aflced  fome  of  the  priFoners  whom  we  had 
taken  feveral  quefflons,  and  they  told  os,  among 
other  things,  that  we  -fliotild  fiHJ  meet  with  another 
retrenchment  upon  flic  road^  about  fix  leagues  diC- 
tant  from  thofe  we  quitted,  which  made  us  fear^ 
!with  very  great  reafon,  left  fhe  fugitives  fhould  g9 
and  pofleTs  themfelves  oT  it  with  a  defign  to  difputp 
otur  pafTage  once  moce:^and  indeed  we  taw  fire  upon 
the  top  of  a  great  mountain,  wliich  they  had  madp 
for  a  fignal  to  gattier  their  fcattered  troops  togeihe^, 
and  thofe  who,  eut  of  tlie  fear  they  were  in,  might 
j)erhaps  hide  themfelTes  Tor  <ight  days  together,  liaJ 
It  not  been  for  this,  as  believing  us  ftill  at  their 
lieels:  but  we  pt'evented  their  defign,  forwelaf 
two  leagues  from  thence  to  cut  off  their  paflagc, 
there  being  no  other  way  than  this  by  which  they 
:inight  get  thither,  and  whofe  fides  were  fti'l  lefs  ac- 
ceflible  the  farther  you  went  on,  than  they  were  bci^ 
liither  the  lame.  We  had  cut  the  hams  of  nine 
hundred  of  their  horfes  before,  that  fo  they  might 
le  made  tinfit  to  purfue  us;  we  took  much  about 
the  fame  fiumber  of  them  with  us  to  eaie  our  jour* 
ney,  tin  we  canw  at  the  river  we  were  in  queft,o£ 
and  to  kill  and  ialt  them  upon  our  arrival,  that  h 
they  might  ferve  us  for  food  in  that  long  paflage. 

On  the  fifteenth  we  palled  by  the  forementlone3 
retrenchment;  which  was  not  yet  fini (bed,  without 
any.  refiftance  (this  proceeding  in  all  appearance 
from  the  terror  whkh  the  noife  of  our  viftory  had 
ihuck  into  the  people)  and  lay  at  an  h^tto  three 
leagues  beyond  it.  On  the  fixteenth  we  lay  at  ano- 
ther fix  leagues  farther ;  and  at  laft,  on  the  fe?en- 
teenth,  which  was  the  fixteenth  day  Cnce  our  fct- 
ting  out,  we  came  to  the  fo  much  defired  river,  and 
pr^featlj  entered  into  the  wo6ds  ihat^ow  upon  the 
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Bnnks  thereof,  where  every  one  fell  to  worlcm  good 
eaj  neft  to  cut  down  trees  to  build  piperics,  wherdar 
we  might  go  down  the  fame. 

Some  perhaps  may  thhik  that  thefe  were  fomer 
commodious  vefTels,  whcrtin  to  carry  us  with  eale 
down  the  river,  5ut  there  was  nothing  lefs  ihaa 
rhat  in  it.  What  we  called  piperies  were  four  or 
live  ftocks  of  one  kind  of  tree,  which  they  called 
Blahot;  it  is  a  light  ftoatfng  fort  of  wood,  which, 
dfrcr  we  have  taken  off  the  bark,  wc  joiti  ^ndi  tic  to- 
getlicr,  infttad  of  cord's,  with  a  fort  of  Uncs:  that 
grow  in  thefe  woods  and  cFing  like  ivy  unto  every" 
fbcng  that  is  irear  them,  and  efpecially  to  trees^  to  the 
lietghr  whereof  itic?  oiotinr;  and  when  thefe  pee* 
CCS  arelet together,  tbeypoctwoor  tkieciaeQispQS 
ilieiiif  aooordf  tig  id  the  b^ocb  of  the  piperf ,  and 
this  b  all  the  equipment  we  make  diereof. 

The  fureft  pofture  we  can  fed  onrfelvcs  to  be  in, 
1$  to  (hnd upright  thereon,  though  they  fink  ^uor 
or  three  feet  mider  water ;  and  you  may  judge  bv 
what  follows,  whether  the  continual  appreheofions 
of  danger  we  were  in  were  well  or  ill  groimded. 

We  built  ours  no  bigger  tban  to  hold  two  men, 
that  fo  they  might  the  more  eafily  pafs  between* 
thofe  very  narrow  rocks  we  forefaw,  by  thofe  that 
already  prefenred  themfelves  to  our  view,  we  muft 
meet  with  before  we  got  unto  the  fea-fidc.  When 
this  pretty  flora  was  in  a  condition  to  put  out,  we 
dragged  it  to  the  river-fide,  after  we  had  furnifhed 
ourfelve^  with  long  poles,  to  keep  us  from  being 
driven  too  violently  upon  the  rocks,  where  we  were 
Spprehenfive  we  (hould  be  carried  by  the  violence  of 
the  ftrearh,  as  it  came  alfo  frequently  to  pafs. 

This  river  fprings  in  the  naoantains  of  Segovia, 

and  difcharges  itfelf  into  theNorth-fea  at  Cape  Gra- 

cias  a  Dios,  after  having  run'  a  very  long  way  in  a 

jnoft  rapid  manner  Crofs  a  vaft  number  of  rocks  of  a 

O  3  pro- 
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prodigious  bignefs,  and  by  the  mod  frlgbtfol  prc- 
dpices  that  can  be  thought  of,  bcfides  a  great  max}y 
fiills  of  water,  to  the  number  of  at  leaft  an  hun- 
dred of  ail  (brts,  which  it  is  impoilible  for  a  man  to 
look  cm  without  trembling,  and  making^the  head  of 
the  moft  fearlefs  to  turn  round,  when  he  iecs  ?rul 
Jbears  the  water  fall  from  fuch  an  height  into  thole 
tremendous  whirlpools.  In  (bort,  the  whole  is  fa 
fonnidable,  that  there  are  none  but  ihofe  who  have 
fome  expeiicnce,  can  have  right  conceptions  of  it: 
but  for  me,  who  liave  pafTed  thefe  places*  and  wbo> 
as  long  as  1  live,  (hall  have  my  mind  filled  with  thofe 
xifques  I  have  tua«  it  is  impoHlble  1  ibould  give  fuch 
an  idea  beiepf,  but  what  will  come  far  ihoi  t  of  what 
I  have  really  known  of  them.  ' 

It  was  therefore  upon  this  daagjcrous  river,  that 
we  went  down^  iii^Jng  oitrielves  to  be  carried 
along  at  xht  will  of  the  ftream»  in  thefe  ptdfuJ  nt* 
tiJiines,  whereof  tlxe-  greateft  patt  was  under  water^ 
a$  has  been  faid  before^  two.  or  dxree  fieet,  info- 
au^ch  tbatt  we  were  almod  alwa^rs  up  to  the  middle 
thereio :  btit  thil  was  nothing  in  companion  of  the 
viffidity  of  ir,  which  many  times  huuied  us,  in 
Ipight  of  &U.  the  refiitance  we  could  make,  into  the 
puhiings  of  foaming  water,  where  we  now  and  rheo 
tDund  ostrfelve^  buried  wiith  our  pieces  of  wood« 
which  made  many  of  our  men  tie  themfelves  there-, 
on,  as  being  iu  hope^  the  wood,  that  floated,  would 
bear  them,  up  fUU  upon  the  water ;  but  la  this^  fomc 
of  them  were  miftakeo. 

But  as  for  thofe  great  falls,  they  had,  to  our 
good  fortanes,  at  their  entrance  and  goings  otu,  a 
great  bufon  of  Aill  water,  which  gave  us  the  op* 

£)rtuqjty  to  get  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  and 
:aw  oiu^  piperies  afhere^  to  take  off  thofe  things 
we  had  laid  oa  tbem.^  whi<:h,  as  wet  as  we  were, 
%%  qarrlpj^.wUk  u^  ^pUig  Uxmi  took  to  xpck,  till 

we 
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wt  came  to  the  end  of  the  fall,  fronj  whence  one  of 
us  afterwards  rtrHrnccI  to  put  our  pipcry  into  the 
water,  and  let  her  hi\m  along  to  him  who  waited' 
for  her  below :  but  if  he  failoJ  to  catch  hold  (by 
fwimming)  of  ihofe  pieces  of  wood,  before  they, 
got  out  of  the  bafon  below,  the  violence  of  the. 
iiream  would  carry  them  avvay  to  rights,  and  the 
men  mud  then  be  necclTitated  to  go  and  pick  out 
trees  to  make  anotiicr. 

We  thought  at  our  fetting  out  to  go*  down  the 
welter  all  together,  to  the  end  that,  in  cafe  of  any 
accident,  one  might  give  affiftancc  to  the  other;. 
but  at  the  end  of  three  days,  when  I  knew  tlie 
daoger  we  expofed  ourfekes  to  in  this  way  of  fwini- 
ming  together,  which  had  already  been  the  occa«> 
fioo  of  our  lofiog  many  piperiie%  I  fet  myfelf  aj^inil 
tke  defign  of  ouf  comioutog  thus  together^  by  de^ 
monftrating  to  all  our  meo,  that  now  we  ba4  Qo 
Spaniards^  in  thefe  parts  to  conflift  with,  but  only 
the  difficulciaa  of  tUs  dangerous-  rivQr^  it  was  con- 
ifnient  on  tlie  contrary  to  allow  every  crew  of  us  to 
advance  a  little  before  the  otberi  and  to  kee^i,  as  it 
wece,  ID  a  line  fuccefEveJy  ;  and  (b,  ia  cafe  the  firft 
were  carried  (as  indeed  it  casne  to  pafs)  by  the  vio* 
lence  of  the  dream  upoix  the  rocks  on  the  brink  W 
the  water,  whereof  the  river  is  full  in  an  infinity  ofi 
}4aGe$,  they  might  have  time  at  leafl.  to  get  oS  be*' 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  next  pipery,  which  had  aU 
jccady  wrought  fo  much  diforder  by  the  wrecks  that* 
h^  been  occa/joncd  by  their  falling  foul  00  one  ano^- 
tlwr,  that  all  of  us  were  in  maniied  danger  of  pe- 
rilling. 

I  afterwards  found,  as  well  as  feveral  others  of 
our  people  who  had  made,  trial  hereof,  that  this 
forefigjit  was  not  ufelefs  to  us  ^  for  my  pipcry  hap- 
pening to  be  caft  upon  fucb  a- place,  1  was  forced  t<> 
uoiksthcv  pieces  of  wood,  and  to  iltaddk  upon  one 
0.4,  piece. 
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piece,  while  my  companioa  did  the  fame  tip<m  mo^ 
ther,  and  fo  leave  ourfdves  to  be  carried  down  ia 
this  manner,  at  the  pleafore  of  the  ftream,  till  it 
picafcd  God  that  we  flioald  meet  with  a  place,  as- 
>ve  did  mdced^  that  was  not  fo  rapid,  where  \vr 
coiild  go  ttpott  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  wc 
coald  not  have  done,  if  oAers  had  immediately  fol- 
lowed us.  I  alfo  advifedv  ihat  thofe  who  went 
down  firA  fhonld  take  care  to  fet  up  in  ^c  mo(V 
•Jangeious  pfaees  a  fliag  or  banner  at  the  lop  of  a 
long  pole,  that  fe  we  m^ht  difeera  it  afar  o^,  noe 
fo  much  to  givTc  i}otice  to  thofe  who  were  hinder- 
xioif,.  that  there  was  a  fidl  la  fiich  a  place,  for  t&e{e 
wKsttldl  m^^se,  tbcxsftfvcs  ito  be  bcacd  atoKA  at  kagve 
<^  bm.to  figii^  to  difiBi  «4nt  fi  Je  daejr  tt^cario 
put  to  land,  whid)  Ihonld  be  diat  v/btrc  tbe  flag 
itood.  Thcfe  methods  bring  put  In  praftice,  faved 
the  lives  of  a  great  many  men,  thcnigh,  for  all  thcfe 
precautions,  feveral  were  alfo  loft. 

The  many  bananiers  which  we  fbutid  along  the 
the  banks  of  this  river,  was  almoft  the  only  food 
that  kept  us  from  ftarving;  for  our  arms  being 
continually  wet,  and  our  powdec  all  fjpoilcd,  we 
could  not  poffibly  go  a  hunting,  though  there  is 
▼cry  good  game  there  j  for  as  to  the  horfe-flefh 
which  we  had  failed,  we  were  forced  to  throw  it 
away  in  two  days  time,  for  it  could  liot  keep  in  the 
water  any  longer. 

Thefc  bananiers  have  partly  been  planted  by  the* 
Indians  who  dwell  along  the  fides  of  this  river,  and 
partly  by  the  overflowing  of  the  waters,  which, 
liaving  dragged  them  along,  antl  then  left  them  dry^ 
took  root  again,  and  fo  have  muhiplied. 

Some  days  after  we  found,  when  we  began  to  go* 
down  the  river,  fome  carbets  of  an  Indian  nation 
<Jalled  Albaouins,  whom  we  chaced  to  get  their  vic- 
tuals; there  arc  a  multitude  of  others,  who  dwelf- 

farther 
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ikrther  from  the  brink  thereof  oo  the  oppofite  iide-' 
to  the  former,  and  thofe  of  the  one  bank  have  nei- 
ther war  nor  commerce  with  thofe  of  the  other. 

It  was  in  this  place  that  thofe  of  our  men,  wha> 
had  loA  their  money  by  gaming,,  put  their  cruel' 
dciiga  in  exetution,  and  where  I  came  to  know  that 
the  warning  formerly  given  me  was  too  trae :  for 
thefe  wretches'  beidg  gone  befpre^    went  and  hid 
themfelvcs  behin<j  the  rocks  that  are  upon  the  brink 
of  this  river,  by  which  we  muft  neceflarily  pafs.  A^ 
every  man  endeavoured  to  fave  himfelf  as  well  as  he- 
could,  and  that  for  the  reafons  already  given,  we 
weat down  the  river  at  a  diftance  one  from  another,  and' 
without  any  miAruAii  they  had  but  too  much  time 
and  convemency  to  pick  ou^  and  murder  five  En- 
glishmen, whom  they  knew  to  be  fome  t)f  the  beft 
forjii^ed  with  booty,  of  which  thefe  alTaflins  en- 
tirely deprived  them.     My  companion  and  I  found' 
fheir  bodies  uj»on  the  river's  fide ;  and  I  muft  freely 
confefs,  thaf  fuch  a  fpeflacle  would  have  ftruck  no- 
fmall  terror  into  me,  if  I  had  been  ftill  the  bearer  oF 
my  winnings ;   1  blefj  God  with  all  my  heart,  that 
infpired  me  with  a  defign  to  quit  my.  treafure,  being: 
then  expofed  in  going  down   the  river,  as  I  was* 
•laft  after  the  Englifli,  to  the  treachery  of  thofe  vil- 
Jains,  where  I  muft  infallibly  have  run  the  fame 
j4fque  as  they  haddone.     None  of  our  people  knew 
^w^  thing  of  this  murder ;  but  when  we  were  got  all 
together  6iriher  down,  I  told  ihem  what  1  had  feen,. 
which  was  fully  confirmed,  as  well  by  the  abfenceof 
the  d6ad  men,  as  by  that  of  the  ailafiins,   who  durft: 
not  come;  and  rejoin  u^,  ,and  whom  we  never  faw 
from  thence  forward. 

On  the  twentieth  of  February  we  foun^  the  river 

larger,  and  more  fpacious  than  beforct  and  met  with 

no  mpre  falls  therein  ;  but  the  fame  was  fo  incum- 

l^ercd  with  trees  and  bamboes,  which  thefioodscar* 

O  5  riedi 
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Hed  thitlier,  that  Mr  wretchtd  machines  cooU  noC 
tee  kept  from  overlurDiug';  tot  the  depth  of  the 
\vrater  m  thefe  parts  bdog  a  meam  to  moderate  the 
hipidnefs  of  it^  thett  wore  not  many  dixiwned. 
*  At  hfty  when  we  were  gone  doWn  (bme  leagoea 
farther,  we  fotmd  the  ri¥er  very  good,  the  fiream 
tery  gentle,  and  ^o  likdih<Kxl  of  otir  moedi^  any 
tnore  rocks  (ft  trees,  thongh  we  bad  flUl  atxuve  (ixty 
kague^  to  the  fea-fid^.  Wherefbre,  now  fioAag 
ovn-felTes  freed  from  thofe' perils  and  dangers  whitb 
we  had  been  expofed  to  in  fuch  terrible  pkices« 
where  death,  in  the  nroft  frightftil  ihape,  prcfoited 
itfdf  continually  to  onr  view,  every  one  began  to 
reftrme  frefti  courage,  and  conceite  gotxl  hopes  of 
the  remainder  of  the  ^yage;  infomncb  that,  be- 
ing now  all  of  Us  aflembled  tbgetber  In  the  lame 
place  where  thofe  who  had  gone  before  ttskd  for 
them  that  came  after,  and  that  we  had  m9w>be6jfc 
us  how  we  (hould  go  qnite  through  with  the  reft  of 
our  Toyages,  we  agreed  to  di^de  cmrfeWes  into  fc» 
vera!  companies,  each  confifting  of  fixty  men,  to 
boiid  canoes  out  of  Mapou  wood,  whldi  fort  of 
f  rcc^  grow  in  gt^t  numbers  upon  the  banks  of  the 
<ard  river. 

Having,  widi  wonderful  diligence,  finiihec^  four 
cnnoesby  the  firft  of  JMarch,  for  the  ufe  of  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  nren  that  were  of  u»in  orte  can*- 
ron,  we  put  them  Into  the  water,  and  embarked 
thereon,  without  ftiacytiig  for  an  hundred  atid  forty 
more,  who  were  fmiflring  theirs*;  the  ardent  defircr 
^^e  had  to  be,  as  foon  as  poffible,  fatisfied,  triiether 
wc  fhonid  really  be  able  td  reach  tbe  IVdrtK-fea, 
f^ed  us  mightily  to^put  on";  for,  accor<fi^  to  the 
Idea  we  had  conceived  of  our  paflage,  wc  were  ap-^ 

f)rehenfive  6f  bdng  carried  back  intothit  of  the 
buth,  as  not  l)eing  able  t^  flilfft  We  coxAA  bef> 
happy  as  to  rccgrer  Che  Sglit  of  a  finr^  by  whiclHMe 

might 
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if^ightbeau-ried  home  to  o«r  oativje  couiHrie$»  and 
V^hich  wc  had  for  fo  confidcrabk  a  time  longed' 
idr. 

The  Englifhj  who  would  not  make  any  canoes,-. 
-6ad  got  in  their  pi  paries  before  us  to  the  Tea- fide  : 
here  ihey  met  with  an  Englifti  boat  from  Jamaica^* 
^t  anclia*,  wboni  they  were  very  forward  to  prcfs^^ 
to  go  and  aflc  kare  of*  the  governor  of  that  ifland  * 
for  ihcir  (s^  coming  ihitlier,  becaufe  they  had  gone 
out  without  any  commiflion ;  but  that  veflel  being 
unwilling  to  go  thither,  without  they  hid  dowu 
6000  K  Sterling  byway  of  advance,  and  they  being 
ift)t  In  t  condition  to  run  the  hazard  of  fuch  a  fum, 
becaufe  many  of  «ihem  had  loft  their  money,  as  feveral 
araongft  us  had  donei  whiah  ihevwould  have  carried 
•n'ith  them,  by  the  over  fct ting  of  the  pipories,  they 
ftdiJ  wtth  ih<5  MouiVck  Indians,   that  dwell  fome 
leagues  to  thewindward  of  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
and  who  arc  very  kind  to  them,  becaufe  of  the  trin*  • 
kets  they  brhig  them  from  Jamaica^ 

Thus,  that  boat  proving  to  be  of  no  ufe  to  thefe 
En<»lifti;  the^'  poKtickly  bethought  ihcmfelves  to* 
icnd  us  AirorJ  hereof,  as  hoping  we  in  acknowledg- 
aieiu  of  this  kiudncfs,  would  obtain  leave  of  the 
go\'efnorof -St;  Domingo  for  them  to  retire,  and  be 
protefted  io  that  illand.  This  news  we  received  by 
two  Moufti'ck  Indians,  whom  in  a  boat  they  fent  to 
:meet  us  forty  leagues  -up  the  river,  and  who  told  u»,  ^ 
that  there  (houtvl  no  more  than  40-  men  only  com^ 
doA'n,  becaufe  that  (hip  could  contain  no  more  by 
reafon  of  tlie  fmallnefs  of  it,  and  its  fcantinefs  of 
pix)¥ifion;  biit,  foralllhi?,  the  120,  that- made  up 
one  of  om-  comiwnies,  went  down  together,  for 
every  one  pretended  to  be  of  the  number  of  rlwj 
faid  40. 

Though  this  river  avc  are  now  leaving  is  by  fome 
Spaniih  maps  made  i<>  '*"n  dire<SHy  80  league?,  and 
O  6  thttk  • 
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then  to  fall  into  theNorth-fea,  yet  we  have  computed' 
the  fame  to  mo  above  300,  bdng  aknoft  always 
carried  to  the  fouth-eaft  for  to  go  to  the  nertb. 

We  happily  arrived  on  the  ninth  at  the  moutfa  of 
the  river,  at  cape  Gracias  de  Dtos,  and  entered  into 
the  fea,  which  with  mnch  fetigfoftion  we  knew  to  be 
that  of  the  north,  where  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for 
the  EogUfh  ffifp  that  was  at  the  ides  of  Pearls,  which 
sne  adozen  leagues  diftant  from  that  cape  to  the  eaft ; 
here  we  ftaid  till  the  fourteenth  with  the  Molafters^ 
that  live  m  thefe  parts,  and  who  fed  ns  for  fome 
days  with  fifh. 

'  This  cape  which  ftands  on  the  continent,  hath* 
been  inhabited  for  a  long  time  by  thefe  Mnlafters  and 
negroes,  both  men  and  women,  who  have  greatly 
multiplied  there  fincc  a  Spani(h  (hip,  bound  from 
Guinea,  frighted  wiih  their  fathers,  was  loft  by 
coming  too  near  the  fliore,  which  is  very  dangerous 
in  thefe  parts:  now,  thofeMJio  had  efcapcd  the 
ihipwreck  were  courteouniy  received  by  the 
Mouftick  Indians  living  about  this  canton,  who  were 
well  pleafed  with  the  lofs  of  that  fliip,  and  of  the 
Spaniards,  their  enemies,  that  were  in  it. 

Thofe  Indians  affigned  their  new  guefts  a- place  tf> 
grub  up,  where  they  built  themfelves cottages  in  the 
noeft  country  of  Savanna'sj  that  reach^  along  the 
river  from  the  mouth  of  it  for  five  or  fix  leagues 
upwards.  Here,  for  their  fnftenance,  they  plant 
malz,  bananiers,  and  roagniots,  which  the  Indians 
gave  them  ;  they  alfo  taught  them  to  make  a  moft 
nourifhing  fort  of  drink,  which  they  call  Hoon ;  they 
prepare  the  fame  of  a  fruit  that  is  produced  on  the 
top  of  a  kind  of  a  palm-tree,  which  grows  naturally 
in  thefe  woods,  and  never  exceeds  ten  feet  in  height ; 
each  of  thefe  trees  bears  no  more  than  one  bunch  of 
grapes,  but  moft  of  them  are  a  full  load  for  one 
man:  its  grain  is  of  the  fame  form  an^  thicknefs  as 
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an  olive :  fomc  of  them  areyellowi(h,  others  reddifti, 
and  con  taming,  in  a  very  hard  (lone,  an  exceeding' 
oily  kernel :  they  pound  the  fruit,  ftone,  and  kernel 
all  together,  boiling  the  fame  afterwards  in  water  ;- 
and  this  makes  up  the  compofitton :  when  the  fame 
is  grown  cold,  or  but  luke-warm,  they  put  what 
quantity  they  are  minded  to  drtnk  into  a  calaKaihi 
pierced  through  wirh  fmall  holes  llkeuntoa  (kimmer;. 
this  drink,  befides  that  it  is  very  pouriftiing,  and 
fattens  very  much,  is  alfo  a  pleafanter  liquor  than* 
any  that  is  to  be  met  with  amongd  the.othep 
Fndiany,  the  fame  being  only  peculiar  to  this- 
nation. 

The  Mulafters  are  all  a  very  tall  people,  and  got- 
alrogether  naked,  faving  their  pHvy-parts,  which 
they  cover,  nature  having  provided  for  them  upoiv 
rhat  account  a  kind  of  greyifh  fluff,  which  they  pull 
from  a  tree  called  a  baOard-paim,  the  top  of  whofe 
flock  is  wrapped  up  mfome fathoms  of  it,  from  the 
firft  rifing  of  its  branches  fomc  feet  downwards^ 
according  to  the  thicknefs  of  each  of  thefe  trees :  this 
fluff  is  alfo  a  great  help  to  them  to  make  coverlets^ 
wherewith  to  cov^  them  in  the  night  j  and  fom« 
of  thofe  people,  who  live  more  at  eafe,  wear  fliirts 
and  drawers,  which  the  Englifh  bring  them  from 
Jamaica.  They  are  the  boldeft  people  in  the  world 
for  expofing  themfelves  to  the  perils  of  the  fea,  and 
undoubtedly  the  moft  expert  in  the  art  of  fiihing,: 
they  will  commit  themfelves  tb  the  waves  in  thefe 
little  boats,  or  fuch  like,  which  an  able  feamaa 
will  fcarce  venture  tt>do;  and  here  they  will  flay 
for  three  or  four  days  together,  being  no  niore  con- 
cerned, let  the  weather  be  what  it  willj  than  if  they 
were  made  of  the  fame  piece  as  their  boat ;  and  pro- 
Tided  they  can  but  once  fet  fight  on  the  fifh,  thougiu 
fvirimming.  never  fo  low  in*  the  water,  ihcy  will  not ' 
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fail  to  take  him,   (b  dcxierois  arc  they   at  this 
work. 

They  many  times  do  oar  Frec^booters  a  kindncfs. 
when  they  take  ihcm  on  board  with  them,  upon 
oondiiion  of  letting  them  have  a  ftiaic  of  what  booty 
is  got,  which  muft  be  exat!Hy  performed  unto  them 
for  if  you  deceive  them,  you  muft  mo  longer  expert 
their  affiftance ;  and  this*  temper  is  peculiar  almoft  to 
all  the  Indian  nations  in  thofe  parts,  that  they  will 
never  go  again,  when  once  you  liave  broke  your  word 
with  them. 

•  The  ancient  Moufticks,  who  gave  thefc  men  I  have* 
fpoken  of  entertainment,  live  about  ten  or  twelve 
fcftgucs  to  the  windward  of  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  in 
ihofe  places  they  call  Sambay  and  >ambey :  they 
are  very  flothful,  andntithcr  plant  uor  fow  but  very 
fittie,  and  lie  all  day  on  their  Amacks,  which  are 
It  kind  of  moving  beds  in  thcic  Ajoupas  or  Barracks, 
wliile  their  wives  wait  upon  them  in  every  thing  as 
for  as  they  can  fcrve  them  ;  and,  when  they  arc 
preded  with  hudger,  they  goafifhing  in  their  boats, 
at  which  they  are  alfo  very  ikillful,  and,  when  they- 
have  taken  any,  tliey  eat  them,  and  go  not  out 
iany  more  till  hunger  returns  upon  tliem  again. 

As  for  their cloaihing,  it  is^ther  larger  nor  morc^ 
fdrnptuous  tlian  that  of  the  Mukifters  at  the  cape. 
There-are  but  a  few  amongft  ibem  that  have  a  fixed 
^abode,  moft  of  them  being  vagabonds,  and  wander* 
Ing  along  the  river-fide,  and  having  no  other  houfe  to 
Shelter  themfclves  in  bin  a  latanier-leaf,  which  they 
manage  fo,  that,  when  the  wind  drives  the  rain  on  the 
one  fide,  they  turn  their  leaf  againft  it,*  behind  which 
'they  lie,  and  thh  fkreens  them  ^unft  the  weather : 
-when  they  are  inclined  to  fieep^  they  d^  a  hole  in  the- 
^&ndj  where  they  lie,  and  then<over  tbemfelves  there- 
with; and  this  they  &'  to  keep   ihcinrclve&  from  ^ 
'the  Hinging  of  the  Moufticks,  wherewith  the  air 
Is  generally  very  full :    they  are  little  ftics,  that 

ard 
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«e  (boner  felt  thoafeeo,  add  have  fo  ftnrp  and 
^eseoioas  a  fiiag,  that,  where  they  alight,  thcy^ 
feem  to  have  fiery  dhrts  wherewith  to  prick  men.* 
Thcfc  poor  people  are  fo  tormented   with  thofe 
nirchierous    iofeCls;-  when   they    fee    them    oot,K 
that  their  bodies  appear  like  lepers;   and  I  can 
afiufe  it  for  truth,  as  kDowing  the  (ame  by  my  own 
knowledge,  that  it  i^nofmall  pain  to  be  attacked 
with  them ;  for,  bdides  that  they  caufed  uf  to  lofe 
oiiF  reft  in  the  night,  it  was  then  that  we  were 
forc^  to  gQ  naked  for  want  of  (hirts,  when  tho 
trooblefomeoefs    of  thefe  animals^   made  ns  run' 
tnco  defpoir,  and  fuch  a  rage,  as  fet  us  befides  our- 
felves* 

When  thefe  Indians  go  a  journey,  though  never' 
ib  fliort,  they  taise  th«r  wives,  children,  d<^,  and* 
Ttwn^,  which  they  breed  tame,  all  along  with  them : 
It  is  a  cuftom'l  hare  obferved  to  be  held  among  alt 
the  Indian  nations  on  the  terra  firma  of  America; 
and  thefe  I  fptok  of  live  aar  brutiftlly  as  any  of  the 
reft,  yet  they  Jire  not  fo  cmcl  and  favage,  becaufe 
of  thefcoiety  they  have  with  the  Engliiliv  who  have 
mr  other  aim  than  to  Tadesnrour  ta  bring  them  under, 
«nd  maficr  tlieir  country,  where  they  have  a  great 
ffiuny  habitations  already. 

On  theffourtccnth  the  veflel,  which  Ifaidwasgontf 
*  to  the  ides  of  Pearls,  arrived  at  the  place  where  we 
^rscre,  and  came  fcarce  to  an  anchor,  but  we  all 
crowded  to  go  on  board,  becaufe  we  were  to  draw 
lots  who  ftiould  embark ;  but  about  ;o  of  us  for  all' 
that,  being  more  v'^Uant  than  the  reft,  made  a  fliift 
to  enter  htr ;  who,  thinking  it  unadvifafole  to  go 
afltore  again,  to  commit  to  d^an^^a  thing  we  were 
aiready  in  poflefBon  of;  and  for  to-prevent  a  greater 
ntwiber  from  enterinigr  ui^we  being  ah*eady  piled' 
as  !i  wtrci  on  the  top  of  one  another,  we  weighed  an*' 
ilior  and  departed; 

The 
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The  ina(Wr  would  have  carried  us  to  Jamsbca;- 
but  we  not  koowiug  ho^r  matters  fiood  between* 
France  and  England,  whether  it  were  peace  or  war, 
engaged  him   to  carry  us  to  St.  Domingo,  for  40- 
pieces  of  eight  a  head :  we  weDt  to  take  in  water  at 
the  iffe  of  Pearls,  and  on  the  fixteentii  left  tbfe  fame. 
On  the  fevtnteenth  we  doubled  theiOand  of  Catalinaor 
Providepce,  as  tbe£ngU(h  call  it,  where  the  Spaniards- 
had  formerly  a  very  fine  fort  and  fma^l  town,  which 
were  taken  by  the  French:  and  Englifh,  undei*  the 
colours  of  the  laft.  On  theeighteenth  we  went  tocrofs 
the  channel  though  it  blew  a  (Iroag^afterly  breeze. 
On  the  twenty-fourthwecametolandatLos  Jardinos^ 
which  are  a  great  many  fmall  iflands  near  unto  that 
"  of  Cuba :  and  on  the  tweoty-nioth  we  took  in  water 
at  port  PortiUa  (in  the'  ifle  of  Cuba)  which  is  no^ 
inhabited.  On  the  thirtieth  we  anchored  to  the  S.  S< 
£.  of  the  borough  of  Baracoa,  in  the  fame  illand, 
wherewefurpriaed  the  hunters  belonging  to  that  place^ 
whom  we  obliged  to  fell  us  the  viAuals^  they  had  took 
by  giving  them  their  own  price  for  it :  but  this  our 
liberality  towards  them  proceeded  from  another  caufe^ 
and  that  was,  that  we  were  uncertain  whether  our^ 
nation  was^t  peace  or  war.  with  the  Spanbrds,  fmce 
we  had  no  intelligeoce  here  or  from  any  French  coim^ 
try,  how  things  went  wich  them. 

On  the  fixth  c^  April  we  touched  at  Nippas,  which 
is  a  fmall  borough  on  the  coaA,  7  leagues  diftont  firoix^ 
Petit  GnaviSy  that  fo  we  might  hoar  (bme  news  of 
our  own  country,  while  we  rode  at  anchor  there. 
There  were  fome  of  our  people  fo  infatuated  with 
the  long  miferies  wehad^fufiered,  that  they  thought 
of  nothing  elfe  but  the  Spaniards,  infomuch  that^ 
when  from  the  deck  they  faw  fome  horferoen  riding 
along  the  feafidc,  they  flew  to*  their  arms  tofire  upon 
them,  as  imagining  they  were  enemies,  though- we 
afTured  tbem^wc  were  now  come  among  tbofe  of  our 

OW& 
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o^vn  nation-  We  left  this  port  on  the  fourth,  and 
^ent  to  anchor  in  the  port  of  PttitGuavis,  from 
whence  we  had  departed  almoft  4  years  before;  and 
before  wecamc  near  the  fort,  1  wcntioMonf.  Dama% 
the  king's  lieutenant,  to  require  him  to  grant  us 
proteftion  and  indemnity  ki  the  govtrnor,  Monf.  de 
CaflTy's  abfence,  by  Tirtue  of  an  amoefty  the  king 
had  b^en  pleafed  to  fend  to-  thofe  that  tsade  war 
upon  the  Spaniards  fince  the  peaee,  which  being  con- 
cluded on  fiDce  our  departure,  k  wasF  invpoflible  we 
fhould  come  to  know  it  in  fuch  remote  places,  and 
wiierc  we  w«re  thought  to  have  bceo  eotireiy'de- 
ftroycJ. 

L3t£L!lj9  lalmdii  we,  wax.  got  ad  aftigirc  ibs»  sb  fces^ 
dm  ip^  Fmeach,  "wccobM  not  fariitaHBirrf(iiMgteM> 
for  joj«  tlirat,  after  we  ihad  rao  jb  zaaity  hazap^ 
dangers,  and  perils,  It  had  pleafed  the  Almightf 
Maker  of  the  earth  and  feas,  to  grant  a  deliverance, 
^d  bring  us  back  to  thofe  of  our  own  nation,  that 
at  length  we  may  return  without  any  more  ado  to 
our  own  country;  .whereunto.I  Ci^nnot  but  farther 
add,  that,  for  my  own  part,  I  had  fo  little  hopes 
of  ever  gettmg  back,  that  1  could  not  for  the  fpace 
of  15  days  take  my  feturn  for  any  other  than  au 
illufion,  and  it  proceeded  fo  far  with  me,  that  I  ihaQ- 
ned  fleep,  for  fear,  when  I  awaked,  I  (hould  find  my- 
ftlf  again  in  thofe  countries,  out  of  which  I  wasnowt 
fafely  delivered. 


ARe- 
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<^  A 

Relation   of   a   Voyage 

MADE    BY    THE 

Sieur  DE  MONTAUBAN, 

Captain  of  the  Freb-soote&s, 
Oo  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  in  tho  Year  1695. 

WITH    A 

jDcfcription  of  the  Kingdom  ofCAPELopEz» 
the  Maaners^  Cuftooii^  and  Religioa  of  the 
Country. 


\\ 


A  LETTER  10  Monficur  — — ~ 

'SIR,. 

ARel  AXIOM  of  the  vbyagc  madcby  aiptain  ^fo«^ 
tauband»  commonly  called  Montauban/isatla(V 
come  to  my  hands,  and  I  hare  fcnt  you  the  fame 
in  print-:  there  is  no  donbt,  but  you  will  admire,, 
as  well  as  I,  how  much  his  prudence  and  courage 
have  been  inftrumenul  to  deliver  him  from 
many  unhappy  accidents,  where  another  muH 
have  infallibly  perllhed.  You  will  renumber,  as 
foon  as  you  begin  to  read,  to  have  feen  fome  of 
his  men  at  Bourdeaux,  in  the  year  1694;  from 
thence  it  was  he  departed  the  following  year  to 
undcitake  the  voyage  you  are  here  prcfented  wlthi. 
He  gave  cbace  to  Lveral  (hips  he  met  with  in  his 

*  way; 
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'  \y.i5r ;  he  fought  with  a  frigate  carryTng  thirty-fonr 

*  guns,  at    Cape  Verde  ;  he  met  with  an  Englldx 

*  fnip  of  twenty  guns,  at  Cape  St.  John,  which 

*  he  took  in  a  (hort  fight;  after  which  he  took  a 

*  Biandenburgh  caper,  and  failed  away  for  Angoh^. 

*  Near  the  fliore.he  met  with  an  Englifli  guard-(hip»* 

*  being  a  frigate  carrying  fiftyfoiir  pieces  of  cannon  : 
'  this  mip  he  fought  five  or  fix  hours,  and  both  of. 

*  them  .  very  bravely  boarded  one  another  ;  and  aa. 

*  he  was  about  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  faid. 

*  (hip,  the  Englifh  captain  fet  fire  to  his  powder,. 

*  and  foboth  the  (hips  blew  up  iato  the  air  with  a. 
^  terrible  crack, 

*  You  will  have  the  pleafure  to  contemplate,  lo. 
*'  the  perfual  of  this  book  (as  if  you  flood  upoo  the. 
^  fea-lLde)  this  tremendous  (hlpwvYeck.;^  as  alfo  fi?a 
-*  how  the  Sicur  de  Mootauhan,    together  witlv 

*  fifteen  or  fixtccn-  of  hls.rocn,  were  {kved".  He  fuffered 

*  huoger  fbc  above  ihvoe  days  together,  and  at  lafl 
f  arriv^  at  Cape  Lopez,  from  whence  he  went  t^ 
'  vifit:  the  king,  of  that  country^  of  whofc  court  and 

*  Kiagdom  he  haa  given  us  here  a  dcfcription :  he 
'  fpcaks  alfo  of  his  reception,  and  advances  a  projofl 

*  how  to  fettle  the  Rom^m  Caiholick  faith  in  thofo 

*  parts :  he  flood  for  furety  at  the  baptising  of  a 

*  ion  of  prince  Thomas,    the  fbrefbid  king's  fon. 

*  He  went  on  board  a  Portuguefe  ftiip  in  order  to 

*  his  pafTaga to  Europe :  anEngUfhmaa,  that  was  his 
'  friend,  took  him  aboard  his  veflcl,  and  carried  hint 
<  .to  Barbadoes,  where  he  was  confined  to  his  chann 

*  ber  by  colonel  Ruffe!,  who  was  governor  of  thofc- 

*  iflands:  he  was  freed  fi-om  thence,  and  went  to 

*  Mactinico,  where  he  faw  M.  de  Frontenac,  general 

*  oF  the  French  iflands.     From  thence  he  got  into* 
'  France,  being  very  uncertain  whether  he  fhall  return 
^  to  fca  again.     But,  fir,  all  thefe  adventures  are 
*.  icL-  forth  in  fo  natural  and  eafy  a  Ililc,  that  you- 

*  cannot 
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*  cannot  but  infallibly  obferve  the  fincerity  and 
^  generofity  of  the  author.     It  is  troe,  our  feafaF- 

*  ing  mcD  are  not  fo  pdite  as  thofe  who  Krc  011 
*•  fliore ;  and   that  proceeds  from  want  of  fodeiy 

*  and  cOQvcrfation :  but  to  nkike  amends  for  that^ 
^  they  ate  an  hundred-fold  more  fincere  than  the 

otiicr.  And  thiK,  fir^  do  not  think  a  fea-faring'moo. 
will  impofe  upon  you  :  for  myfetf,  1  have  Several 

*  timc9  heard  Moniauban,  in  perfoo,  give  a  rehtioa 

*  of  this  fanic  voyrtgc,  but  I  €04ikl  never  obferve 

*  that  be  varied  itt  any  one  thing  at  any  time  ;  ami 
••  the  free  aud  gcaer&as  air  wbercwiih  he  dellTcred 
^  llnoCe  brave  afllon^ he  bas^perfor media  fight,,  wookf 
^  ivofoaiicjoocftbecrnid^of  w  icZattJ^ 
^  It  is  lioc  for  ao;  oftoiiaaioa  ibadt  he  bat  vriokm 
'  tUs  acaaofit;  he  has  ia  the  merj Jbe^ooiig  fhocof 
'  declared  openly  enongh,  that  Ire  had  sd  ether  end 
^  in  doing  it,  than  to  give  ^  minifter  of  ftace  an 

*  account  (as  he  calls  it)  of  hiscampalgn.  In  fliort^ 
^  if  yon  are  dubious  in  refpcft  to  the  fight  wher« 
^  the  Sicur  de  Montauban  was  fhJpwrecked,  you 

*  may  recoUcft  yourfelf,  and  find  you  have  read  the 

*  fame  in  the  gazettes  of  September  and06tober  this 
^  prefent  year. 

*  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  humble 

*  and  moft  obedient  Seivant, 


BlEt^TION. 
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Relation  of  a  Vo  y  a  g  e 

MADE     BT    THg 

-Sieur  DE  MONTAUBAN, 

Captain  of  the  Fit  e  e»b  o o  t  e  rs> 
On  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  ia  the  Year  1659- 

SI  NC  EI  have  fo  often  felt  themalignaot  influences 
of  tliofe  ftars  thatprefide  over  the  feas,  and  by 
nn  adverfe  fortune  loft  all  that  wealth  which  with  fo 
inuch  care  and  trouble  1  had  amaflcd  together,  I 
ftould  take  no  manner  of  pleafure  in  this  place  to 
call  to  mind  the  mtsfortunes  that  befel  me  before 
the  coDclufion  of  the  laft  campaign,  had  not  defire  of 
4*erving  ilill  both  the  public  and  particular  pcrfons, 
as  WeU  a5  to  let  hi«  majefty  know  the  affcftion  and^ 
weddednefs  \  have  always  had  for  his  fcrvice,  made 
me  uke  pen  in  hand  to  give  M.  de  Phelipeaux  an 
account  of  fuchobfervations  as  I  have  made ;  where- 
in he  may  alio  find  with  what  cagcrnefs  I  have  pene- 
trated to  the  remoteft  colonies  of  our  enemies,  in  or- 
der to  dcftroy  them  and  ruin  their  trade. 

I  was  not  willing  to  fwell  up  this  relation  with  an 
•account  of  all  the  voyages  1  have  made,  and  all  the 
particular  adventures  that  have  befallen  me  on  the 
<oafts  of  New  Spain,  Carthagena,  Mexico,  Florida, 
and  Cape-Verd,  which  laft  place  I  had  been  at  twenty 
years  ago,  having  t)cgun  to  ufe  the  feas  at  the  age  (sf 
fix  teen. 

I  could  alfo  have  added  hereunto  the  campaign  1 
bave  mgde  in  i6pi|  when,  being  commaadix  of  the 

&iip 
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fliip  called   the  Machine,  I  ravaged  the  ca^fis  of 

Guinea,  entered  into  the  great  Serelion,  and  took 

a  fort  from  the  Englifli,  where  they  had  four-and- 

twenty   pieces  of  cannoti,  whkh   1  caiitcd   to  be 

fplit,  that  tbcy  migbc  be  of  no  £irther  ufe  unto 

them. 

Bull  am  defiroas  to  confine myfeifm give  an 
account  of  my  laft  voyage,  becaufc  it  is  tlie  oenreft, 
and  ihat  whktvis  }'^tfre(h  hn  tbe  memoryof  the  pulJic ; 
notice  ard  fome  information,  having  been  given 
thereof  by  the  noife  miide  in  France  Tcni  elfewhcre, 
of  the  burning  of  my  (hip,  and  the  terrible  crack ^t 
«E)ade  ID  tbe  atr. 

Jn  the  year  1694,  after!  bad  ravaged  the  coaft 
of  Caracca,  I  went  up  to.  tlie  windward  towards  St. 
Croix,  where  1  iMiderflood  that  theie  were  fooae 
mercliants  fldpa,  with  a  convoy,  to  come  from 
Barbadoes  and  Nevis,  and  bound  for  Efrglaud ;  and 
upon  the  fame  ioformation  I  reiblved  to  faU  iip  to 
the  height  of  the  Bermudas,  hopiog  to  take  this 
fmall  fleet,  and  fo  to  make  ^  good  booty  of  it.  I  w^s 
icarce^t  thither,  bat  that  1  faw  tliem  Appear,  cod 
failing  dircftly  to^far<lsn1c  without  aoyappreheo- 
iioQs  x>f  danger  upoo  tkem :  but  I  prcfendy  attackcci 
thdr  convoy,"  called  the  Wolf,  and  took  her,  with 
TWO  more  of  the  merchant  ihVps  laden  with  Aigar, 
the  reft  having  made  their  efcapc  during  the  fighr. 
jAs  1  was  carrying  my  prite  lato  France,  I  met  with 
another  £ngU(h  fhip  of  fixKcn  gans  comir^  from 
'Spain,  and  boniid  alfo  for  Kngland,  that  after  a 
•ftiort  fight  ftrack,  atid  which  I  cai)^ricd  to  Jlc<!hel> 
where  the  ailmirahy  judged  the  faw^  to  be  good 
f)ri2e.  When  I  had  ibid  this  flup,  I  carried  my  three 
-other  veffels  to  Bourdeaux,  where  I  arrived  in  Septem- 
ber 1694';  andtfaefe  laft  being  alfu  co»demi)cd  a& 
^Dod  prizes,  I, made  it  n^r  httfinds  prefcotly  to  fiod 
HMt  raerchants  that  v/ould  buy ilKm. 
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In  the  mean  time,  my  freebooters,  who  hnd  not 
fccn  France  of  a  longtime,  finding  thcmfelves  nowiaa 
great  city,  where  plea fure  and  plenty  reigned,  were 
.not  backward  to  refrefh  themfeives  after  the  fatigues 
ihey  had  endured,  wljile  fo  long abfent  from  their  na- 
tivccounlr)'.  They  fpent  a  world  of  money  here,  and 
proved  horribly  extravagant.  The  merchants  and 
their  holls  made  no  fcruple  to  advance  thcmmonef, 
or  lend  them  as  much  as  they  plcafed,  upon  the  re- 
^potation  of  their  wealth,  and  the  noife  there  was 
ihrooghout  the  ciry  of  the  valuable  prizes  whereof 
they  httd  /hares :  all  the  nights  they  fpent  in  fiich 
divertifcments  as  pleafed  them  bcft,  and  the  days  la 
Yunaing  upaiKidown  the  town  in  mafquerade,  CAuf»)g 
thcmfelves  to  be  carried  in  chairs,  with  lighted  flam* 
teaux  at  noonday,  of  \4^bich  debaiKhcs  foine  died, 
while  four  of  Jiiy  crew  fairly  defcrted  me  i  fo  that 
•now,  feeing  [  Idft  my  men,  notwhhilanding  all  the 
care  1  had  t:\kea,  and  AriA  injun^bns  1  had  laid 
upon  them,  I  thcnight  it  advtfeab'c  for  me  tobe  goae 
ixdm  thcDce  ad  fuon  «s  1  could,  that  Citiight  keep  tl^ 
ixrft  together. 

In  the  firft  place  ifupplied  the  room  of  thafe 
'whom  I  had  loA  witti^s  matiy  Bdordeaux  young  men, 
who  in  a  fhorttime  became  as  expert  as  the  dd  ones ; 
foi-you  arc  toobferrc,  LiiKide»xt  my  continuaUarc  and 
"bnfinefs  to  teach  my  men  to  (hoot ;  and  my  fo 
frequent  cxercifing  ot  tbem  rendered  them  in  a  (hort 
'time  as  capable  of  fliootingand  JbafkUing  their  armc?, 
as  the  oldcft  .fea  fKeebooters*  ^r  the  beil  fowlers  by 
•land. 

When  Iliad  Teriflruaflled  nay  tbip,  thftt  carried  no 
.more  than  thii  ty-fonr  pi^cs  of  catinon,  I  left  I3our- 
deaiwc  in  the  month  of  Fcbroai^  1695,  with  an  in- 
tention'iio  go  and  'craifc  on.  the  -coaft  of  Guinea  in 
Africa,  I  got  up  to  the  Azores,  which  are  thirty- 
jfeven  degi:»snaFiIvlatltudef  and  crtiifed  !thcreabout> 

for 
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for  the  fpace  of  eight  days  wkhout  any  porchafe:  J 
from  thence  I  pafled  to  the  Canary  Iflands,  whkU  \ 
are  in  twenty-five  degrees  north  latitude :  we  dif- 
'Covered  the  Pike  of  Teaeriff  a  gr^at  way  off,  which 
they  fay  is  the  higheft  mountain  in  the  world.  They 
report  thefe  mountains  had  their  aamcs  from  dogs, 
which  the  Latins  call  Canes,  and  which  the  Portn^ 
guefe  foisnd  here  in  great  numbers  upon  their  firft 
arrival.  I  cruifed  round  about  them  for  fourteen  days, 
in  expeiSlation  of  meeting  with  fome  Dutch  -(hips 
which  I  was  informed  were  to  come  that  way,  and 
it  proved  to  be  really  fo ;  for  the  faid  (hips  came 
thither,  but  they  got  into  the  port  before  I  could 
reach  them ;  and  this  made  me  fail  away  for  the 
White  Cape,  and  the  Ifles  of  Cape  Verd,  that  ate 
t)etween  fourteen  and-cighteen  degrees  north  latinidc 
Upon  my  arrivai  there,  4  found  two  Engliih  (hips 
f  ying  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  the  ifle  of  May,  whicfa 
made  me  ftit  out  my  Ihallop  to  know  what  they 
were,  and  the  fame  infonned  me  that  they  were  two 
"tnterlopers,  <arryifig  about  thirty  guis  each.  I  re* 
iblved  to  board  and  take  them ;  to  this  ead  I  lay  by 
to  come  nearer  fliem ;  but  as  we  bore  upon  one  of 
^he  points^of  this  ifland,  thete  (hips  did  not  think  fit 
•to  tarry  for  my  coming  up;  but  fraelliog  my  defigS) 
they  made  aH  ready,  and  left  their  cables  and  anchors 
An  the  road,  at  which  their  fhallops  lay. 

I  purfued  them  all  day ;  but  night  coming  oh  I 
iotk  fight  of  them,  and  Fetvrned  to  the  road  from 
-whence  they  were  gone,  in  order  to  take  away  the 
<ables  and  anchors,  and  to  fink  the  (hallops  (af* 
tened  by  them.  When  I  had  fo  done,  I  failed  away 
for  the  ifle  of  St.  Vincent,  to  caulker  my  vefH 
in  that  place,  and  to  take  in  water  and  wood.  This 
ifland  alfo  is  one  of  thofe  of  Cape  Veri  Here  I 
ftaid  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  at  the  end  whereof, 
iiaderAandin^  by  a  Portuguefe  bark  that  there  wete 

twa 


n;^....^^pO<7|(;> 


BucANiERS,.6?^.  of  America.      337 

two  Englifli  (hips  carrying  from  tw-enty  to  thirty 
guns,  at  the  ifle  of  Fugo,  one  of  which  was  refit- 
ing  there,  becaufe  of  a  fight  (be  had  been  engaged 
in  with  fome  other  fhips :  I  prefently  weighed  anchor 
and  failed  away  for  the  faid  ifland,  which  is  not  far 
diftant  from  that  of  St.  Vincent,  being  in  hopes  to 
meet  with  the  enemy  in  that  place  ;  but  apon  my 
arrival,  I  underftood  by  a  Portuguefe,  that   they 
were  gone  away  four  or  five  days  before,   in  the 
night,  without  faying  any  thing  of  the  pince  whither 
they  were  bound,  from  the  faid  ifland  of  Fugo,  or 
Fire-Ifland.     I  thereupon  fleered  my  courfe  for  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  and  fii  ft  difcovered  the  Cape  of 
Three  Points,  where  I  met  with  the  gturd-(hip, 
which  was  a  Dutch  frigate,   carrying  thirty  four 
guns,  and  cruifed  out  at  fea.  She  quickly  difcovered 
me,  and  made  dircftly  towards  me,  in  order  to  know 
What  I  was :  as  I  had  alfo  on  my  part  perceived  her/ 
and  was  in  hopes  to  come  clofe  and  fight  her,  I  hung, 
up  Dutch  colours,  that  I  might  npi  frighten  her 
away,  but  give  her  an  opportunity  to  come  withia 
caiinon-fhot  of  me.     When  I  faw  her  near  enough^ 
I  putupFrench colours,  and  gave  her  a  fignal  toftrike ; 
^but  inftead  thereof  (he,  without  any  more  ado,  very 
'bravely  gave  me  a  broad-fide,  and  at  the  fame  time 
received  one  from  me.     We  continued  to  fight  one 
another  in  this  manner  from  morning  till  four  in  the 
afternoon,  without  my  being  able  to  get  the  weather* 
gage,  or  come  up  near  enough  unto  her/to  make  ufc 
to  any  purpofe  of  my  fufils,  which  are  the  chief 
arms  in  fuch  fhipi  as  ours  be ;  nor  to  hinder  her,  by 
the  favour  of  the  wind  which  (he  had  of  me,  to  go 
and  anchor  under  the  fort  of  the  Cape  of  Three 
Points,  where  there  were  two  Dutch  (hips  more 
fitted  out  for  men  of  war,   one  whereof  carried 
fourteen,  and  the  other  twenty-eight  pieces  of  can 
oon.    I  prefently  thought  thefis  three  flups  bad 
VoL.U.  P  joined 
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joiaed  together,  in  order  to  come  out  and  fight  me, 
which  made  me  lie  by  thereabout^  for  a  wh^e  day  . 
ia  expeAatioQ  of  them.  I  anchored  alfo  withio  a 
league  of  the  (bore,  hoping  at  length  that  they» 
being  fpighted  at  my  infulting  them  in  this  manoec 
vronld  be  eager  for  revenge  :  but  all  this  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  and  in  all  appearance  the  guard-fliip  bad  al- 
ready found  berfelt  fo  ill-treated,  that  (he  had  no 
occafion  for  a  fecond  fight.  A  fmall  Portuguefc 
fhip>  that  palTed  by  fooa  after,  told  me  thefe  flups 
were  the  fame  that  had  forced  the  Sieur  Rey,  captain 
of  the  king's  flute  called  the  Deep,  to  leave  that 
coaft ;  which  alfo  was  confirmed  afterwards  UDto  me 
by  the  Sieur  Rey  himfelf  at  Prince's  Ffland, 
,  where  I  nact  him. 

Seeing  therefore  that  the  enemy  would  .not  fight, 
«ind  confidering  with  ntyfelf  it  was  not  advifable  for 
me  to  attack  them  up^er  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  I 
relblved  to  go  to  Cape  Lopez,  and  to  Prince  and  St. 
Thomas  illcs :  in  my  paflage  I  difcovered  Cape  St.      ' 
John,  that  (lands  on  the  continent  of  Guinea,  as 
well  as  the  Cape  of  Three  Points,  and  I  happened  to 
meet  with  an  Englifli  ihip  of  twenty  guns,  and  that 
had  three  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,    elephants 
teeth,  and  wax.  on  board  it,  which  did  not  coft  me 
much  pains  to  take  her.     The  captain  told  me  he 
was  come  from  Ardra,  where  he  had  taken  five  bun* 
dred  and  fifty  negroes  on  board,  but  that  they  had 
flabi  (pme   of  them,  becaufe   they   had  mutinied 
againft  his  (hip's  crew;  and  that  fome  more  of  them 
had  made  their  efcape  to  land  in  his  (hallop,  which 
they  fecretly  ftolc  from  Jiim.     Ardra  is  one  of  the 
principal  towns  in  Guinea,  (landing  upon  the  fea-fide, 
and  the  ufual  refidcnce  of  a  prince  who  governs  a  great 
countryin  this  part  of  the  world. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Prince's  Ifle,  in  fight  where- 
of I  took  a  fmall  Brandenburgh  caper,  mounted 
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Wjthclght  pieces  of  canDon>  aad  carrying  fixty  men. 
She  cruifed  about  this  latitude,  and  took  all  the 
barks  (he  coold  light  on,  without  diftinftion  of  na- 
tioQ  Of  colours*  When  I  had  done  this,  I  went 
into  the  port,  in  order  to  clean  my  ftiip,  which  wa« 
fotl  enough ;  and  that  I  might  clear  myfelf  of  the 
English  prize  I  had  taken,  I  fent  her  away  to  St* 
Domingo  ia  America,  to  have  the  fame  condemned, 
wnder  the  command  of  the  Sicur  de  Nave,  and  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  in  her,  whom  I  picked  out 
of  my  own  crew.  But  fome  time  after,  I  urtderftood 
fhe  was  taken  by  fome  Englifli  men  of  War  that  were 
before  Little  Goara. 

In  the  mean  time,  that  ray  men  might  not  be  idle, 
I  gave  my  officers  orders  to  fee  my  (hip  careened, 
while  I  myfelf  with  the  Brandenburgh  caper  which 
I  bad  taken,  and  ninety  men  whomr  I  had  put  oa 
board  her,  went  out  to  cruife,  and  continued  at  it 
for  fix  weeks,  upon  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  or  about 
the  Prince's  and  St.  Omer's  Iflands,  without  meeting 
any  enemy.  Whereupon  I  returned  back  into  the 
road  of  the  firft  of  thefe  ifles,  where  I  rcviftualled 
my  (hip  as  foon  as  poffibly  I  could  ;  and  when  all 
things  were  ready,  1  weighed  anchor,  and  failed 
direftly  for  the  ifle  of  St.  Thomas,  there  either  to 
fell  or  truck  tlie  caper  I  had  taken;  which  laft  I 
chofe  to  do  for  fome  provifions,  becaufe  I  had  not 
enough  to  go  and  cruife  long  upon  the  coafts  of 
Angola,  whither  I  had  refolved  to  go  and  fpcnd 
five  or  fix  months,  in  order  to  avoid  the  Englifli 
ftiips  they  were  fitting  out  at  the  fame  town  of 
Guii>ea,  which  confifled  of  three  men  of  war  and  a 
fire-fhip,  and  were  defigned  to  go  in  queft  of  mc, 
cruifing  about  Su  Thomas,  where  they  thought  I 
ijwitld  continue. 

As  I  left  St.  Thomas,  I  (aw  a  (hip  at  anchor;  Z 

foiled  towards  her,  and  gave  her  chace  a  long  tiofw ; 
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but  I  could  not  prevent  her  getting  to  hod  at  the  lile 
of  St.  Omer,  and-ftaving  to  pieces.  In  ftriviug  to 
take  her,  I  loft  an  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  gold 
duft,  which  this  Dutch  interloper  had  got  in  trading 
on  this  coaft. 

This  being  over,  I  failed  for  the  coafts  of  Angola, 
which  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  on  the  other 
iide  of  the  Line :  there  I  arrived  on  the  twenty-fiscond 
of  September,  and  uaderftood,  when  I  came  within 
three  leagues  of  the  port  of  Cabinda,  there  were 
two  Englifti  ftiips  with  n^roes  on  board  in  that 
place.  As  I  was  to  leeward  of  that  port,  I  bore 
out  to  fea,  in  hopes  next  day  to  have  a  fouth-weft 
wind,  that  ufually  blows  from  the  fea-ward,  to  help 
to  recover  the  port.  When  day  appeared,  I  faw  z 
ihip  under  EngUfti  colours  bearing  upon  me,  'whom 
1  prefently  did  not  take  to  be  a  man  of  war ;  but 
fome  time  after  I  difcovered  (he  carried  no  lefs  than 
four  and -fifty  guns.  I  ufed  all  the  art  I  could  to 
amufe  her,  and  for  that  end  I  hung  out  Dutch  colours 
that  I  might  alfo  the  more  eafily  come  near  her; 
while  flie  on  her  part  was  not  backward  to  amufe  me^ 
and  by  the  guns  (he  fired  from  time  to  time,  to 
afTure  me  of  her  friend  Qiip,  endeavoured  to  cotne 
up  with. me.  When  1  perceived  my  enemy's  4efign, 
I  took  upon  me  to  make  a  (hew  of  waiting  for 
him,  and  failed  but  very  (lowly,  that  I  might  make 
him  believe  my  (hip  was  heavy  laden,  or  that  I  wa» 
incumbered  for  want  of  fails  and  hands*  We 
kept  in  this  manner  from  break  of  day  till  ten  in  the 
forenoon.  He  gave  me  a  gun  from  time  to  time 
without  ball,  to  a(rure  me  what  he  was,  and  as  he 
fuppofed  my  friend;  biit  finding  at  laft  I  did  not 
anfwer  him  on  my  part  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
that  we  were  now  within  cannon-(hot  of  one  another, 
he  gave  me  one  again  \lirith  ball,  which  made  me 
prelbncly  put  up  French  colours,  and  anfwer  him' 
vith  another.    Hereupon  the  £ngli(h  captain  with- 

oat 
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.€\it  any  more  ado  gave  me  two  broadfides,  which  I  re- 
ceived without  returDiDg  him  oneagiun,  though  he 
had  killed  me  feven  men ;  for  I  was  in  hopes  if  I 
could  have  got  forocrhing  nearer  to  him,  to  put  him 
out  of  condition  ever  to  get  away  from  me:  I  en- 
deavoured to  come  within  a  fnfil-fhot  of  him,  and 
w^  defirous  to  give  him  an  opportonity  to  ftiew  his 
courage  in  boarding  me,  fince  I  could  nor  fo  weU  do 
the  fame  Jby  him,  as  being  to  the  leeward.  At  laft, 
.being  come  by  degrees  nearer,  and  finding  him 
.within  the  reach  of  my  fufiis,  which  for  that  end  i 
kept  concealed  upon  the  deck  from  his  fight,  they 
were  difcharged  upon  him,  and  my  men  continued 
:to  make  fo  great  a  fire  wkh  them,  that  the  enemy 
'OD  their  pan  began  qukkiy  to  flag.  ■ 

In  the  mean  cinte,  as  their  fhip*s  crew  condfted  of 
above  three  btmdced  men,  and  that  they  faw  their 
.cannon  could  not  do  their  work  for  them,  they  re- 
ibived  to  board  us;  which  they  did  with  a  great  (hour, 
.and  terrible  threatc&io0s  of  giving  no  quarter,  if  we 
rdid  not  forreodor.  Their  grappUng-irons  failing  to 
:C^ch  the  fiem  of  my  (hip,  imde  theics  run  in  fuch 
ta  9itnlier>  that:  their  Aem  run  upqn  iaj  boltfprif, 
,aiHl  bi^e  it.  H^vii^  ob(erved  my  enemy  thus  en- 
.cumbered,  ray  men  pliod  them  briflcly  with  their 
fmall  ihot,  and  made  fo  terrible  a  fire  upon  them  for  an 
•hour  and  a  half,  that  being  unable  to  refift  any 
.longer*  and  haviogJoft  a  great  many  men,  they  left 
the Tport,  and  ran  down  bdt ween  decks,  and  I  faw  them 
:prefeQtly  after  making. fignals  with  their  hats  of 
;  crying  out  for  quarter^  Icaufcd  my  men  there- 
.fore  togive  over  firing,  and  commanded  the  Engliih 
to  embark  in  their  Aiallops,  and  come  on  boai^  of 
flie,  whilel  made  fomtf  of  my  crew  at  the  fame  time  leap 
into  tiM  enemy's  (hip  and  feize  her,  and  fo  prevent 
any  furprize  from  them.  I  already  rejoiced  withia 
fnffelffor  the  takingoffuch  a  coafiderable  prixe^and 
lb  much  the  more^  in  that  I  hoped,  that  after  having, 
F  3  taken 
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tdcen  this  v^A  that  was  the  guard- (hip  of  Angoltil, 
tind  the  largcll  thcEoglifti  bad  in  thofe  feas»  I  Ihould 
fmd  mjfeinn  a  condition  ftiil  to  take  better  prizes, 
and  attack  any  man  of  war  I  (hoold  meet  with. 
My  /hip*s  crew  werealfo  as  joyfol  as  myfelf,  aod  did 
the  work  they  were  engaged  in  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleafare ;  but  the  enemy's  powder  foddenly  taking 
tfire,  by  the  means  of  a  match  the  capcain  had  left 
burning  on  pnrpofe,  as  hoping  he  might  efcape  with 
his  two  (hallops,  blew  both  the  (hips  Into  the  air» 
and  madethe  xt^ii  horrible  crack  that  was  ever  heard* 
It  IS  impo^ble  to  fet  forth  this  horrid  fpeftade  to 
the  life ;  the  fpcffbtors  them&tves  were  the  aftors  of 
•this  bloody  {bene,  not  koowbg  whether  they  faw  \t 
or  not,  and  not  being  able  to  judge  of  that 
'%vhich  themiidTss  fdt.  V^iereforey  leaving  the  reader 
to  imagine  the  horror  which  the  Ucrwrog  up  of  two 
^ips  ^ve  two  huftdred  fspckom  into  the  air  mvft 
work  inns,  where  therewaslbrmeditt  irwere«  laotm- 
tain  of  war»  fire,  wreck  of  the  flitps,  cordages^ 
•CQDDOQ^  nKn»  wtib a. moft terrible  dap «ialey  what 
Vich  the  cannon  that  went  off  ^n  the  4Ur,  and  jAe 
waives  of  the  £91  riut  iwere  toAd  np'  thkbcr ;  10 
^hich  wemayiidd  ihe-cradfti^  of  snails  aadboac(k, 
the  rending  of  tiieffitil»  and  ropes,  the  cries  of  meo, 
and  the  peaking  of  boaesv:  i  fay,  leaving  tiiefii 
things  to  the  imagtoatioa  of  the  reader,  I  fi^ooijr 
take  notice  of  what  beM  myfelf,  and  hf  vihot  good 
ibft  ufie  it  was^that  I  efcaped. 

When  the  fire  firftbq^t  i^vas«P<n<befere'^t^ 
-of  my  ofwn  flnp,  where  I  gave  the  neceflinry  orders  ; 
•now  I  was  canied  upon  part  of  dic^aid  deck'ib  high, 
that  I  £u)Gy  It  was  the  fae^ht  alone  that  prevented 
my  bring  iiwdved  in  the  wreck  of  thelhips,  where  f 
imuft  hafie  inCalliUy  perifhcd,  and  been  cut  into  a 
<thoufiiQd  pieces.  I  tfell  back  into  the  fea  <^b  may 
9>e  (m^)  giddy- heady  enough,  and  condnueda  long 

time 
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time  under  water  withoot  bdog  abie  to  get  up  to  the 
furftce  of  it ;  at  laft»  falling  into  a  delate  with  the 
water,  as  a  perfon  who  was  afraid  of  bdng  drowned, 
I  got  upon  the  face  of  it,  and  hid  hold  of  a  brokea 
piece  of  a  maft  that  I  found  near  me.  I  ciUed  to 
fome  of  my  men  whom  I  faw  fwimffiing  round  about 
me,  and  exhorted  them  to  takeoourage,  hopii^  we 
might  yet  fave  our  lives  if  we  coald  Hght  upon  any 
one  of  our  (haliops.  But  what  yet.a£3ifted  me 
more  tlian  my  very  misfortune  was,  to  fee  two  hiilf 
bodies  who  had  ftili  fomewhat  of  life  remaining  Hi 
them,  from  time  to  time  mount  up  to  the  face  of  the 
water,  and  leave  the  place  where  they  appeared  all 
dyed  with  blood.  It  was  alfo  much  the  fame  thing 
•to  fee  tound  about  me  a  vail  number  of  membe9 
^nd  icattered  parts  of  men''^  bodies,  and  moft  cf  them 
Ifptcted  upon  fplinter«  of  wood.  At  laft  one  of  my 
3ieQ 'having  met  with  a  whole  fliallop,  among  all 
^tbe  wcrtok  that  fwam  up  and  down  upon  the  water, 
icaae  totell  methat  we  moft  eademrour  to  ftop  foue 
liolei  tberehi,  and  to  talee  out  the  canoe  (hat  )0j  on 
(board  her:  we  got  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or 
Sixteen  of  us  who  had  efcaped,  near  unto  this  fliaK 
lop,  every  laan  upon  his  pece  of  wood,  and  took 
the  Dains  to  hx^es  ear  canoe,  which  at  length  wt 
:eflbcted.  We  went  atl  on  board  her»  and  alter  we 
iiad  got  in,  £lved  ow  chief  gunner,  who  in  the  ^falt 
jwd  ^his  leg  broke.  We  took  up  three  or  fburoors  or 
pieces  of  boards,  which  ferved  uafor  that  purpofei 
mod  when  we  had  done  that,  we  fought  out  for  lom^ 
what  to  make  us  a  fail,  and  a  litde  niaft;  anfl 
havmg  fitted  up  all  things  as  well  as  poffiUjr 
"wc  could,  we  committed  ourfelvcs  to  the  Divine 
providence,  who  alone  could  |^ve  us  life  and^kU^ 
verance. 

As  foon  as  I  had  done  working,  T  found  myfdf 

allover bdineafed  with  bipod  diat  nn  from  a  wound 

r  4  I  bad 
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I  had  receiTcd  in  ray  head  at  the  time  of  my  faH. 
We  made  fome  Jint  out  of  my  haodkercbief,  and  a 
fillet  to  bind  it  witbal  out  of  my  (birt,  after  1  had 
.  firft  wafbed  the  wound  with  urine :  the  fiime 
.  thi^jg  was  done  to  the  rcfl  that  had  been  wounded, 
and  our  (haliop  in  the  n)ean  while  failed  along,'  with* 
out  making  land,  ex  our  knowing  where  we  weregoii^ 
and  wbac  was  ftUl  more  fad,  was  that  we  bad  no 
vi<ftuals,  and  we  had  already  fpent  three  days  with* 
out  either  eating  or  drinking.  One  of  our  meo, 
being  greatly  affii^ed  with  hunger  and  thirft  at  the 
fame  time,  drunk  fo  much  fait  water  that  he  died  of 
it;  mod  of  our  men  vomited  continQally,  whether 
it  were  that  they  were  incommoded  with  the  water 
j^th^t  got  into  ^hem  when  tl\ey  fell  into  tiie  fea,  as  it 
wiU  happen  if  they  drink  it  out  of  mere  necefSry. 
;A6  for  myfelf,  I  was  incommoded  for  a  Icmg  tune :  I 
.afterwards  fwelled  up  mightily,  aud  my  excrements 
came  Crom  me  in  the  form  of  fmall  buttons ;  and  i 
^utribute  to  a  quartan  ague,  that  (eized  on  me  (bon 
,^fter,  the  cure  of  my  dropfy,  and  recovery  of  my 
4iealih,  that  by  degrees  returned  to  me:  I  make  no 
jeaumeration  oi  the  other  inconveniences  which  fo 
^dangerous.afall  brought  upon  n^e,  fuch  bdog unavoid- 
able to  a  man  that  fell  into  fo  great  a  fire :  all  my 
.hair,  face,  and  one  fide  of  me,  were  burnt  with  the 
powder ;  and  the  fame  fate  attended  me  as  ufually 
4oes  bombardiers  at  fea,  and  that  was,  to  bleed  at  the 
Dofe^  ears,  and  mouth.  I  do  not  know  whether  tbi$ 
ho  the  efTeA  of  the  powder  or  do»  by  fwelling  up 
,thofe  vefiels  whicK  contain  the  blood  in  our  bodies 
to  fuch  an  extraordinary  d^riee,  that  the  ends  of 
the  veins  open  and  let  it  out ;  or  that  the  great 
noife  and  violent  motion  that  is  wrought  in  thc^ 
organs,  makes  the  fame  happen.  But  let  it  coqm 
^hich  way  it  will,  fince  there  is  no  room  here  for  a 
jconfult^tion  9f  pjiyficians^  as  long  as  we  veredj^ng 
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of  hunger,  nor  to  enquire  what  became  of  th^ 
Engrifh,  when  we  had  fo  much  difficulty,  aud  could 
hardly  fave  ourfelves,  we  continued  our  courfe  up 
the  current  with  the  help  of  our  onrs,  becaufe  wc 
knew  the  fame  came  from  the  port  of  Cabindas :.  but 
as  the  wiftd  was  againft  us,  we  could  never  get 
thither,  and  were  forced  to  be  fatisfied  to  get  to  the 
cape  of  Corfa  if  we  could,  which  Hands  a  dozefi 
leagues  from  that  of  Catheifna,  where  we  could  not 
land,  becaufe  of  a  bar  that  renders  the  court  inaccef- 
fible:  that  was  our  defign,  but  hunger  hindered 
US  to  put  the  fame  in  execution,  and  we  were  forced 
even  to  overc<5me  the  obftactes  which  nature  laid  in 
our  way,  by  running  a(hore  in  fpight  of  the  bar : 
this  we  performed  at  laft  (after  much  difficulty)  being: 
in  hopes  ro  find  there  forae  negroes  that  might 
furni(h  us  with  fome  viftuals.  One  of  our  company 
prefently  landed,  in  order  to  go  and  feek  out  fome- 
what  to  fatisfy  our  hunger;  and  by  good  fortune 
found  in  a  pond,  (licking  to  the  branches  of  trccv, 
fome  oifters,  whereof  he  gave  us  prefently  notice^ 
We  went  all  up  to  the  very  pond  along  a  chatwiel  of 
the  fea,  where  we  were  no  fooner  come,  but  we  cat 
hiftily  of  the  oifters  with  a  very  good  appetite :  we 
Opened  them  with  a  few  knives  we  fuund  in  our 
pockets,  lending  the  fame  from  one  to  another  very 
charitably  and  rea^lily.  When  we  had  fpent  twa 
days  in  that  place,  I  divided  my'men  into  three  fmalt 
companies,  aird  fent  them  up  into  the  country  to* 
feck  .for  visuals  and  houfes,  with  orders  to  return* 
again  in  the  evening  to  the  ffialFop:  I  went  oat  my*, 
felf  alfo  as  the  reft  did;  but  we  could  find  neither; 
iny  houfes,  nor  the  leaft  fign  of  any  men  in  thofe 

f>.trts.     All  that  we  could  fee  were  great  herds  of  buf- 
ialoes,  as  large  as  oxen,  who  fled  fo  faft  from  us^ 
that  we  could  not  poffibly  cc  ii»:  near  them  :•  where-^ 
fore  havisg  fpcnt  all  the  day  in*  this  mnnnec,  and'  gor 
*      -  *  P  5  aothingv, 
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nocbingy  we  pcmrocd  to  oar  iballoop  to  cat  oiflers 
agaiOy  and  refolved  next  day  toleai^e  this  place,  aad 
go  to  Cape  Corfa,  to  the  leeward  of  which  there  is  a 
large  port,  where  fliips  that  fail  that  way  pat  io  to 
famlfh  ihemfelFcs -with  water  and  wood.     The 
negroes  that  Bvc  in  the  country  having  nodceof  thie 
coming  in  of  fliips  by  firing  a  cannon^  come  thither 
alfo  with  proviConSy  and  barter  the  fame  for  brandj^ 
knives,  and  hatchets.  They  are  forced  to  live  remote 
from  the  fea,  becaufe  ail  the  coaft  is  very  marfhy. 
i\s  foon  as  we  were  got  to  the  (aid  cape,  we  heard  g 
great  noife  made  by  the  negroes  who  came  thither 
to  (ell  wood  to  the  fliips  that  lay  at  anchor  in  thp 
port :  I  looked  amongjl  them  to  fee  if  I  could  find 
any  one  whom  I  knew,  for  as  they  had  often  brought 
me  fome  wood,  and  other  refrefiiments  in  the  couri^ 
of  my  former  voyages,  I  was  in  hopes  to  find  fome 
or  other  that  would  kno^  me  again :  but  though 
I  knew  feveralof  them,  it  was  impoiliblefbr  me  to 
perfuade  any  of  them  that  I  was  captain  Montauban, 
fo  mnch  was  I  disfigured  with  my  late  misfortune ; 
and  all  of  them  took  n)e  for  a  man  that  would  impofe 
the  belief  of  it  upon  them :  I  thought  fit  to  tell  them 
in  their  own  language,  wb^eof  I  underflood  a  little, 
that  I  was  ready  to  die  with  famioe,  and  prayed  them 
to  give  me  fomcwbat  to  eat ;  but  it  fignified  nothing ; 
fo  I  defircd  theoi  to  carry  me  to  prince  Thomas, 
who  is  fon  to  the  king  of  that  country,  as  hoping  he 
niiglit  call  to  mind  the  favours  I  had  formerly  fliewed 
him. 

IcarrieJ  all  my  company  with  me  to  that  prince; 
We  were  firft  brought  to  the  dwellings  of  thofc 
negroes,  wbcre  they  began  to  .be  a  little  more  trac- 
table, and  gave  us  fome  bananiei;s  to  eat,  which  ar^ 
a  fort  of  figs  longer  than  a  mao*s  hand.  Next  day 
we  got  to  the  prince's  habitation  ;  but  I  was  in  fo 
pitiful  a  conditioni  tba^  I^uld  never,  by  ^e  figns 

I  gave. 
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I  gave,  make  bim  know  me,  though  I  ^»oketo  him 
ID  his  own  language,  as  aHb  in  the  Portugurfe  ^ongoe^ 
which  he  underftood  very  well.  It  fortune^  one 
day,  that  going  to  bathe  ourfelves,  he  faw  a^r 
upon  my  thigh,  that  was  the  effect  of  a  wound  I  had 
received  with  a  muflcet-ball :  he  told  me  that  be  muft 
immediarely  kno'^v  whether  I  was  captain  Montaubaa 
or  no ;  and  that  if  I  were  not  the  man,  he  woold 
cut  off  my  head :  he  alked  if  ever  I  bad  a  fear  with 
a  muflcet-ftiot  upon  my  thigh,  which  whciv  1  (hewed 
faim,  he  prefently  embraced  me,  and  faid  be  wa& 
exceeding  forry  to  fee  me  in  that  condition,  and  iai«^ 
mediately  caufed  viiftQals  to  be  difhributed  amoig  my 
men,  and  divided  them  iniofeveral  habitations,  wuik 
fhift  orders  to  the  negroes  with  whom  they  were 
quartered,  to  take  the  greateft  care  they  cooid  of 
them.  As  for.  me,  he  kept  me  with  bimielf,  avl 
made  me  alwnys  eat  at  his  own  table.  When  I  ¥fas 
a  little  brought  Into  order,  he  iaid  he  would  carry 
me  to  fee  the  king  his  father,  who  Kved  five  or  Cm 
leagues  off,  that  is,  about  ten  or  a  doaen  from  the 
fea-fide.  I  let  him  know  how  great  the  favour  and 
honour  was  he  did  me^  and  prayed  bim  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  might  liave  the  tibcrty  to  let  my  firos- 
booters  go  along  vnxh  me,  and  graft t  us  ioBoe  pieces 
•of  ftuffs'to  put  ouifelves  in  as  good  equipage  as  we 
could,  in  order  to  appear  before  fo  great  a  prince  ;. 
all  which  he  allowed  me,  and  three  days  after 
we  went  all  together  in  a  great  canoe,  and  pafled 
'ty  the  river  of  Cape  Lopez,  becaufe  the  country. 
is  fo  full  of  marihes  iliat  }kmi  cannot  ga  t^ 
land. 

Being  arrived  at  the  ki<ng*s  habitation,  which  is  a 
^village  confiAing  of  three  hundred  booths,  conerajji 
vith  palm-leaves,  wherein  ihc  king  keeps  his  wives,  hf^ 
mily,  relations,  and  fome  other  negro  families  wbon 
he  loves  beft,  I  was  lodged  in  prince  Thonuit^^ 
r  6  botiic^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


tS48        f*^  HISrORT  pf  ih$' 

( houfey  and  tU  my  men  were,  diftriboted  into  otfatt: 
.  habiutioQS.  We  found  all  the  people  in  great  la- 
:  meotatton,  becaufe  the  chief  of  their  religion,  whonr 

•  they  call  Papa,  had  died  that  day,  when  they  were 
i  to  begin  the  foneral  obfequies,  which  were  ufually 
i  to  laft  for  (even  days  for  pricfts  of  that  quality. 
I  This  fame  perfon  was  had  in  great  efteem  and  vene- 
;  ration  by  all  the  people,  they  looking  upon  him 
i  to  be  an  holy  man.  As  the  king  is  in  mourning, 
:  and  fees  no  body  all  the  while  that  this  funeral 

ceremony  lafts,  prince  Thomas  bid  me  have  pati* 
^nce,   and  not  to  go  out  of  my  lodgings  for  to 

•  fee  the  king,  becaufe  that  was  the  cufiom  of  his 
.nation. 

However  I  could  not  forbear  going  ta  fee  tbe 
.  funeral  iblemnity,  where  I  faw  nothbg  elie  but  a* 
;  great  concourfe  of  people  {landing  round  the  dead  ^ 
^corpfe.  I  was  in  the  mean  time  very  well  fed  t^y  - 
prince  Thomas*s  orders.  Who  was  gone  to  fee  hk 
•father :  they  did  nor  let  me  want  bananiers,  elephant's 
flefh,  and  river  fifb,  though  all  of  it  cane  withottt 
either  bread  or  wine,  as  you  may  well  fgppofe.  My 
men  were  treated  in  the  fame  manner  in  their  refpec- 

•  tive  quarters  all  the  time  we  ftaid  there. 

At  the  eight  days  end  prince  Thomas  came  ift 
.order  to  carry  us  before  the  king.  He  is  a  large 
negro,  well  enough  made,  and  about  fifty  years  old, 
who  to  do  me  the  greater  honour,  according  to  the 
relation  given  of  me  to  him  by  his  fon,  came  out  of 
hb  houfe  to  receive  me,  and  advanced  forae  fteps  to 
jneet  me.  He  was  fupported  by  four  or  five  women» 
which  gave  him  a  kind  of  an  air  of  grandeur,  in  a 
ivery  cumberfome  and  £antaftick  manner:  he  was 
guarded  by  fcTeral  negroes,  who  were  armed  wltk 
Jances  and  fufils,  which  they  difcharged  from  tim^e 
to  time  with  no  great  or^er :  there  were  feveral  trun^ 
pets  and  drums  marched  before  bim,  at  the  head  of 

wblch^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BucANi£&8,  &^.  of  AmerUa,       3^9 

which  company  there  were  feveral  ftandards  carried, 
alike  in  colour  to  thofe  ufed  in  Holland.  He  had 
no  other  clothes  than  .  a  piece  of  cotton  ftufT, 
ftreaked  with  white  and  Wue,  wherewith  part  of  his 
body  was  cpvered,  the  fame  beiig  feveral  times  folded 
round  about  him.. 

He  gave  me  many  demonftrations  of  his  friend- 
fliip;  he  alfo  ftretched  out  his  hand  to  me,  faying.  It 
was  the  firft  time  he  had  ever  done  fo  to  any  man 
before  me.  Being  come  to  his  houfe,  he  fat  at  his 
door,  and  made  me  take  place  on  the  one  fide  of  him, 
ks  his  fon  did  on  the  other.  He  aiked  me  feveral 
queftions  concerning  the  greatnefs  and  power  of  the 
king  my  mafter;  and  when  I  bad  told  him  that  he 
alone  waged  war  againft  the  Engliih  and  the  Dutch, 
whom  himfelf  knew,  as  having  feen  them  often  at  the 
cape  of  Lopez;  that  he  alfo  warred  againft  the 
Germans  and  Spaniards,  who  were  more  jpotent  na^ 
tions  than  the  £ngli(b  and  Dutch  ;  he  aUo  told  me, 
he  was  pleafed  with  my  account,  and  that  he  would 
drink  the  king  of  France's  health.  Prefeatly  they 
brought  him  up  fome  palm-wine,  which  is  not  un- 
pleafant  to  drink,  and  his  wives  lerved  him  in  a  great 
chryAal  glafs.  As  foon  as  he  began  to  take  the  glafs 
the  negro  men  and  women  lifted  up  their  right  arna 
and  held  the  fame  in  that  pofture  very  filently  till  he 
had  jione  drinking;  bat  when  it  was  over,  they 
made  a  great  noife  with  their  trumpets  and  drums, 
and  dlfcharged  all  their  mufkets,  or  I  Ibould  rather 
have  faid  fufils. 

•  Prince  Thomas  then  afked  me,  what  waaf  the  king 
of  France's  name,  and  having  told  him,  Lewis  le 
Grand,  he  faid  he  had  a  mind  I  (hould  hold  a  child 
of  his,  of  about  feven  or  eight  months  old,  to  baptifm^ 
mid  that  I  (hould  give  him  the  name  of  Lewis  le 
Grand,  which  made  me  fmiie  a  little  at  the  hun)our, 
JEle  tdd  me  aUb,  that  the  firft  voyage  I  fiiould  make 
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ifrto  his  coantry,  heAvould  give  mc  the  chile!  to  carry 
to  France  for  a  prefent  td  the  king,  to  whofe  fervjcc 
Jic  devoted  him,   bein^very  defirous  ht  Hionld  be 
brought  up  according  to  the  cuflom  of  tht^  cooncry 
und  court  of  fo  great  a  prince.     1  alfo  pi omifed  oa 
lyiy  part,  that  the  firft  time  I  cnme  to  the  coaft  cf 
Guinea,  I  fhouM  not  fail  to  come  and  put  him  ia 
mind  of  his  promife,  that  fo,  upon  my  retarn  into 
France,  I  might  be  c^ipabfe  of  "miking  the  greatcft 
prefent  that  could  be  unto  the  king,  in  prefcnting 
him  with   the  fon  of  prince  Thomas.     And  aflure 
him,  faid  the  fame  piince,  that  I  am  his  friend,  and 
that  if  he  has  occafion  for  my  fervices,  I  will  gomy^ 
fdf  intoFrance  with  all  ihe  la/icesand  fu  fils  belonging  to 
the  king  my  father ;  which  was  as  much  as  to  fey,  with 
all  the  force  of  the  kingdom.     The  king  prefently 
purftied  the  difcotsrfe,  and  aflured  me  he  would  go 
thither  in  perfon,  if  there  was   need  for  it;  and 
with  that  all  the  negro  mcnand  won^n  raifcd  fuch  a 
fliout  as  much  furprizedmc;  and  this  was  fcarce 
over,  when  the  fu  filters  made  a  general  difcharge  of 
their  arms ;  the  drums  and  trumpets  went  to  it  again, 
and  thofe  who    carried  the  lances  fet   themfelves 
a-running  from  one  fide  t^  another  with  fuch  hor- 
rible outcries  as  frighted  me.     I  was  really  ignorant 
of  the  meaning  of  iul  this,  and  could  not  be  fatisfied 
till  I  fiw  the  king  drink  the  French  king's  health  a 
ftcond  time,  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  at  fii-ftj 
prince  Thomas  drank  rt  alfo,  and  all  of  us  were  com- 
manded to  do  the  fame.     This  being  over  the  king 
ordered  two  wax  cjrkes  to  be  brought,  whei*eof  he 
made  me  a  prefent,  defiring  of  me  to  accept  of  thenx 
as  a  token  of  his  friendship ;  and  then  he  went  into 
his  houfe. 

The  audience  being  thus  over,  prince  Thomas  car- 
ried me  along  with  hhn  into  all  the  parts  of  the  vil- 
lage, whither  he  wect  to  vlfii  his  friends  j  and  weiient 
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on-thje  £ic€eediiig  days  to  fee  feveral  other  villages 
that  are  fcattered  up  and  down  the  couatry,  abonc 
five  leagues  diftant  from  each  other. 

Thefe  people,  the  grcatcft  part  of  wh<Mii'had 
4icver  been  at  the  fea-fidc,  and  confequently  had  not 
feen  any  white  people,  ran  from  all  quarters  to  fee 
us,  dnd  brought  us  more  fruit,  with  bufialoe*s  and  - 
.elephant'^  flem,  than  wecould  eat.  As  for  theelephant* 
of  this  cor.ntry,  they  arc  not  altogether  like  tintp 
thofe  in  the  Eait-Indies,  whereof  they  are  a  differeot 
/pedes;  as  are  alfo  thofe  of  Cafala,  near  Zanguebar 
X)n  the  Eaftem  coafts  of  Ethiopia.  The  negroes 
;eat  of  their  fle(h  with  a  good  appetite,  and  like  the 
fame  belter  than  any  other;  hereof  they  provide 
.their  bed  feafts,  and  thofe  who  were  minded  to 
honour  us  moft,  brought  it  unto  us  inftead  of  that 
of  buffaloes,  which  I  prefer  much  before  it. 

As  they  were  not  able  to  comprehend  the  differ- 
ence there  was  between  the  colour  of  their  faces 
and  ours,  they  would  frequently  put  their  hands 
l3pon  our  .faces  to  fee  if  the  white  colour  would  go 
off;  and  it  was  the  fortune  of  many  of  us  to  meet 
with  hands  fcrubbed  with  knives,  fo  as  that  many 
times  we  were  hurt  with  them,  which  yet  we  durft 
QCtf  complain  of.  Prince  Thomas,  when  he  faw  that, 
commanded  all  the  attendants  that  they  fliould  fuffer 
none  to  come  and  rub  and  fcrape  us  with  their  finger^' 
in  that  manner,  and  fpoke  aloud  to  all  the  pepple  who 
canae  to  fee  us,  that  all  ftrangers  were  white  as  we 
were;  and  that  if  the  negroes  went  into. another 
country,  they  would  fecra  to  be  as  odd  coloured 
there  as  we  were  in  Guinea.  He  laughed  alfo  from 
time  to  time;  to  fee  the  people  run  in  that  faOiion 
after  us,  as  if  we  had  been  fome  unlpiowo 
animal ;  and  I  am  not  certain  whether  he  were  forry 
Xf>  fee  us  thus  incommoded  with  the  importunities 
c^'  thofe  negroes,  or  that  be  took  fome  pleafure  to 
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ec  the  folly  of  his  countrymen,  as  I  have  dcMie 
many  a  time,  to  behold  all  their  extravagaot  hu- 
mours. 

At  laft,  after  a  journey  and  diverfion  together  of 
3  days,  the  prince  brought  me  backby  another  way  to 
take  my  leave  of  his  Either :  the  king  carefled  mc  & 
thoufand  times,  after  a  moft  obliging  oiannery  ac* 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  his  country,  and  made  me 
pro'mife  I  ihould  give  hira  a  vifit  the  firft  time  I  re- 
turned iiKO  Guinea.  Then  we  embarked  in  our 
canoes,  and  next  day  came  to  prince  Thomas's  vil- 
lage, where  be  continued  to  treat  us  aher  the  fame 
manner  he  had  been  ufed  to  do.  Here  he  fpake  to 
me  again,  that  he  would  have  me  Hand  wttneft  for 
his  fon  at  his  baprifm ;  which  I  did  with  fo  much  the 
more  pleafure,  in  that  I  was  helping  to  make  a  chriA 
tian,  and  fanAify  a  foul. 

But  as  I  was  dubious  whether  the  pricft  of  the 
town  knew  how  to  baptize  a  child,  or  that  he  could 
remember  he  words  he  ou^ht  to  fay  at  the  achninjAra- 
tion  of  that  facrament,  I  dcfired  the  prince  to  fend 
for  a   prieft  out  of  one  of  the  Portuguefe  ffaips» 
which  he  preftntly  did,  to  Cape  Lopez :  fo  that  one 
came  from  thence iii  t woda\s  time.    The  Portugtide 
were  the  people  that  brought  tliechriftian  religion 
firft  into  thefc  countries.     It  is  true,  they  have  not 
kept  the  fame  up  there  as  they  ought  to  have  done  ; 
but  the  difEcuhies  that  obftru6t  that  good  eftablifb- 
ment   proceed,  without  doubt,    from  hence,  that 
men  muft  dwell  in  a  country  that  is  no  better  than 
fevage,  where  the  air  and  the  viftuals  are  not  fa 
agreeable  to  ftrangers.     To  give  religion  a  fure  foot 
ifig  inthefe  regions',  it  is  neceffiirythat  the  Europeans 
have  fixed  habitations,  or  build  towns  there;  that 
they  inftruft  the  negroes  in  the  truths  of  the  chrif- 
tian  faith,  and  that  they  fend  out  miiBonaries  froor 
^e  to  tipc  am>ng  thefe  poor  wretches.     Thir' 
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might  very  cafily  be  done,  becaufe  the  people  arc 
very  docile,  and  readily  apprehend  the  truths  which 
yoa  would  teach  them,  as  having  lived  without  any 
faith  at  all,  or  any  idea  of  another  religion,  for  a 
long  time.  Thefe  negroes  being  once  become  chrif- 
tiansy  you  might  make  prieAs  among  them  of  their 
own  nation,  whp  might  befurnifhed  with  books  for 
the  ceremonies  of  the  church,  and  a  catechifm  for 
the  rule  of  their  faith,  until  they  were  capable  to 
read  the  New  Teftament.  It  is  necefTary  alfo,  that  a 
biQiop  were  cqpftituted  in  this  town,  who  (hould 
take  care  to  fend  pricils  to  the  dwellings  of  the  ne- 
groes up  and  down  the  countries,  and  to  build  ora* 
torics  in  the  moft  populous  places.  The  chriftian 
religion  might  in  this  manner  be  fettled  in  Guinea, 
•and  fo  become  lefs  fubjedk  to  be  ruined  by  the  wars 
which  flrangers  make  there.  The  chriilians  alfo 
who  dwell  in  the  kingdoms  of  Fefs  and  Morocco 
.might  be  reformed,  and  a  correfpondence  fettled  be- 
tween  the  priefts  of  that  nation,  and  thofe  of  Guinea, 
that  fo  they  might  be  affifting  to  one  another 
for  the  keeping  up  of  religion  on  all  the  coafls  of 
Africa.  It  was  in  a  manner  not  unlike  unto  this, 
that  chnftianityefla5li(heditfelf  among  the  Gentiles, 
:who  were  an  hutidred-fold  more  averfe  to  our  faith 
.than  the  negroes  of  Guinea.  The  priefts  of  this 
country  "are  for  the  moft  part  no  priefts  at  all,  as 
having  never  been  ordained  by  any  bifhop,  and  con* 
ftitnted  themfelves  in  the  room  of  thofe  that  were 
deceafed  in  their  country.  And  thus  it  is  that  they 
have  nothing  in  a  manner  that  favours  of  chrifti&> 
nity,  though  they  have  ceremonies  enough^  and  fome 
appearance  of  a  facrifice. 

But  to  return  to  our  baptifm :  the  Portuguefe 
prieft  being  come,  prince  Thomas's  fon  was  bap- 
tized, and  named  Lewis  le  Grand,  in  purfuance  to 
the  intention  of  bis  father.    A  negro  woman,  one 
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of  his  relations,  *  ferved  as  god-motfacr,  and  I  for 
godfather.  I  was  told  thk  lady  was  called  Astosiay 
and  that  Ihe  bad  been  thus  named  by  the  wife  of  a 
Portuguefc  captain  at  her  baptifm. 

Two  or  three  days  after  this  ceremony  was  Ofcr, 
which  was  performed  with  all  the  magnificence  the 
negroes  were  capable  of,  prince  Thomas's  guards, 
which  be  kept  at  Cape  de  Lopez  te  give  bicn  notioe 
af  the  arrival  of  any  (hips,  came  to  tell  him  tbeie 
'was  an  £ngli(h  fiiip  come  thither.  I  defired  him  to 
let  me  go  on  board  her,  that  I  might  ret om  to  my 
own  country,  to  free  myfclf  from  thofe  taaxiy  iocoa- 
Tenienoes  1  ftill  laboured  onder.  But  he  wouki  not 
faaveme  commit  myfelf  into  the  hands  of  my  eoenues, 
•nd  defired  me  to  have  a  little  patience  till  the  anlwd 
ofibme  Portuguefefhips,  with  which  he  wookl  fet  me 
0ft.  In  the  mean  dme^  prince  went  to  Cape  Lopei^ 
there  toezdiaageelepfaantt  tae<h,  bees- wax,  and  ne- 
•giCD9,rfor  iron,  arms,  and  brandy,  and  returned  firoA 
.theoceinten  or  twelve  dqf«. 

:He  tdd  me,  when  be  came  back,  that  there 
'was  a  PortDguefe  fliip  come  to  anchor  at  Oipe 
.de  :LopcE,  and  that  I  (bonld  go  down  in  his  canoe 
in  order  to  go  on  board  her ;  that  he  had  reoom- 
anendftd  me  to  the  captain,  and  that  I  Aodd 
fwant  nothing  that'was  neceflary  for  my  voyage  into  • 
£nn>pe. 

I  preTeotly  gathered  my  men  together,  (except  twn 
iirhom  I  did  not  thioii  fit  to  wait  ioc ;  for  Ihey  vpsre 
gone  np  into  the  country  five  or  fix  days  before,  and 
I  knew  not  where  to  find  them.  We  therefeie 
embarked  on  board  this  prince's  canoes,  after  I  bal 
taken  my  leave  of  him;  and  upon  our  arrival  at 
£tpe  Lopez,  I  found  the  Portoguafe  cnomiander  to 
lae  one  of  my  friends,  with  whom  I  hadv continued 
jux}aahitance  at  the  ifle  of  ^.  Thomas,  i  went  on 
board  him,  and  three  days  after  vpc  anchored  4it 
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-the  £ud  iflaDdy  the  governor  whereof  ihcwcd  mc 
and  my  men- a  thoofand  civilities  during  a  mooth's 
fpace  that  we  were  forced  to  tarry  in  that  port.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  iaan  Engliffi  fiiip 
that  had  been  out  upon  the  GoU-Coaft  i  I  made  ac- 
quaintance with  the  captain,  and  we  grew  to  be 
:fach  friends,  that  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  in  honour 
'to  accept  of  the  ofrers  he  made  me :  he  prayed  me 
to  go  on  board  his  (hip,  and  alfured  me  I  fiK>uId 
*iuid  all  the  help  imaginable  at  Barbadoes,  whither 
he  was  bound,  becaufe  there  were  very  good  Jewifli 
'phyficians  of  that  ifland  of  his  acquaiotaoce.  I 
embarked  therefore  in  his  fhip,  with  all  my  men, 
notwitbAanding  all  the  reafons  given  me  by  ri^ 
-governor  of  the  ifland  to  make  me  fufpicioos  of  the 
£ngll(hmabr  who  was  undoobtedly  as  honefta  man 

« tas  any  of  his  country  :  he  was  fo  civil  as  to  give 
tSK  bis  own  cabbin,  with  all  the  pleafme-and  diver- 
cisoD  he  could  think  of,  for  the  folaciDg  oimsf  fpiuls 

-  .isnder  the  afliAioDs  I  had  iirom  time  to  Jsme  es- 
jd«red. 

Teada^  after  our  departure  firom  Be.  TkoiBas,  m 
blaft  of  wind  unhappily  madeuslofeonr  rodder,  in 
=Ae  tdom  whereof  we  were  forced  to  fet  up  a 
ipare  top*maft;  and  this  proved  very  detrisKQtal 
ito  oar  v^^e,  which  lafted  00  lefs  than  tbr^ 
4nonths. 

Prorifions  b^an  to  be  (carce  before  oitr  trrival  ct 
Itarbadocs;  fo  that  when  we  came  there,  we  had  00 
:inore  than  v4iat  wotuld  have  ferved  tis  for  three  da3is 
dooger;  infomuch  that  the  captain,  being  concerned 
.that  he  had  taken  our  men  aboard,  ordered  onrallow- 
iuice  to  be  leflened  three  fourths  cf  what  it  flibuld 
d)e.  When  ife  were  got  to  port,  the  captain  went 
fto  wait  ^pon  colonel  Ruflel,  who  is  general  there, 
tTtlated  to  him  my  whole  adventure  wkh  the  gttard- 
<fliip'Of  Angola,  |iid  was  moch  blamed  ior  bringing 
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me  to  Barbadoe^.  When  the  captain  retoroed  6ft 
board  his  (hip,  he  told  me  what  the  goverDor  had 
iaid,  who  had  forbid  him  upon  pain  of  death  to  let 
me  go  afiiore :  hoN^'ever,  he  faid  nothing  to  me  of 
this  prohibition,  but  contented  himfelf  with  only 
defiring  me  not  to  go  afhore,  that  it  might  create 
no  fafpicion  in  the  governor;  which  1  procnifed 
exactly  to  perform,  having  no  great  concern  upon 
me  of  feeing  a  place  again  that  I  had  known  fo  long 
ago,  tind  being  unwilling  to  create  my  captain  any 
trouble. 

Next  day  feveral  Jews  that  had  been  driven  away 
from  Martinico,  having  heard  6f  my  arrival),  came 
to  fee  me,  and  finding  I  was  very  crazy,  and  much 
out  of  order,  they  fcnt  fome  phyficians  of  thdr  na- 
tioB  to  me,  who  faid  i-could  not  be  cared,  if  I  were 
not  carried  aftiore,  and  thereupon  offered  to 
follidt  the  governor  on  my  behalf,  for  £^ving  me 
leave  tO{[0  and  lie  in  a  houfe  m  the  town.  1  drew  up 
a  petition  to  him,  praying  him  to  grant  me  that 
liberty,  and  promifing  I  would  not  ftir  out  of  die 
chamber  where  I  was^pkced,  till  I  were  to  reimbark 
to  go  for  Martinico. 

.  The  phyficians  themfelves  were  obliged  to  be 
jny  fecuritics,  and  1  was  at  length  carried  to  Mr. 
Jacob  Lewis's  houfe,  where  I  was  very  well  looked 
after  all  the  time  I  ftaid  there.  Three  days  after  I 
"was  brought  thither,  the  major-general  came  to  fee 
me  ftx>m  colonel  Ruffel  the  governor :  he  very  civilfy 
'offered  me  bis  prote^ion,  and  all  thofe  things  that 
could  be  conducive  for  the  recoveiy  of  my  health; 
•the  fame  major,  as  alfo  the  capuiii  of  the  garrifoo, 
came  alfo  to  vifit  me  from  time  to  time,  though  I  ap- 
prehended they  came  not  fo  much  to  infpeft  into  the 
,ftate  of  my  health,  as  to  fee  if  I  were  in  a  cooditioa 
to  hm  tranfported  out  of  that  ifland..  Colonel  'RntSA, 
.about  tea  or.  twelve  dnjra  after  'my  s^rmal/  casue  to 
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iee  If  I  were  as  bad  as  they  faid  I  was.  He  came* 
>agaia  about  feven  or  eight  days  after  in  the  evening, 
andcaufed  me  to  be  carried  out  of  the  Jew's  houfe 
where  I  was,  to  an  Englifli  merchant's.  He  told* 
me  I  (hould  be  better  accommodated  there  than  at 
Jacob  Lewis's;  but  I  thought  it  was  to  the  intent 
I  might  be  watched  more  narrowly,  and  not  converfe 
with  many  people.  He  came  to  fee  me  the  next 
day,  and  aflced,  how  I  liked  my  new  lodgings  ?  I  ren- 
dered him  many  thanks  for  the  civilities  and  kind- 
nefles  he  (hewed  me,  and  that  he  might  have  no 
occaftoQ  to  fufpeft  my  men,  I  prayed  Wm  to  fliut 
them  up  in  the  citadel,  that  they  might  not  run  about 
the  iflandy  and  to  prevent  their  making  of  their 
cfcape. 

He  faid,  he  would  take  care  of  it;  but  that  I  wat 

to  underftand  they  were  prifoners  of  war  as  well  as 

myfclf,     I  made  anfwer,  I  knew  that,  and  that  T 

thought  myfelf  an  happy  man,  to  have  fallen  into 

his    hands:    but  that   the   Englifh  captain,    who 

had  brought  me  to  Barbadoes,  had  given  me  his 

word,  I  (hould  not  be  detained,  nor  any  of  my  men  ; 

that  it  was  upon  his  faith  given  me,  and  the  tenders 

of  fervice  he  made,  that  I  had  embarked,  as  firmly 

relying   upon  thofe  teftimonies  of  his  friend(hip  he 

had  given  me.     Then  I  de(ired  him  to  grant  me  and 

my  men  our  liberty,  promi(ing  I  (hould  be  ever 

mindful  of  the  favour  done  me,  whether  it  were  by 

reftoring  of  the  prifoners  I  might  take  belonging  to 

the  iflands,  or  paying  him  fuch  a  ranfom  as  he 

required.  # 

No,  faid  the  governor,  I  will  have  neither  your 
ranfom,  nor  your  prifonecs,  and  you  are  too  brave  a 
man  for  me  to  have  no  compa(rion  upon  your  many 
misfortunes;  I  defirc,  on  the  contrary,  that  you 
would  accept  of  thefe  40  pifto!es,  which  1  prefent  you. 
with  to  fupply  your  prefent  occadon:  he  gave  tbecn 

mc 
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aie  Id  a  purfe,  which  be  had  doubtlefs  broBghr 
aloog  with  him  for  that  purpofe;  and  wheo  be  left 
me,  he  faid,  he  went  to  give  orders  for  to  briog  my 
men  t<^ethGr.  Next  day  he  fent  loe  two  of  them» 
who  {aid  they  knew  not  what  waa  becoBie  of  the 
reft,  and  that  they  had  orders  from  the  governor  to 
fiay  with  me.  I  had  the  libei  ty  to  (end  them  aboard 
to  get  me  necdTarics ;  and  at  laft,  finding  myfelf 
(bo^ewhat  recovered  by  the  care  my  landlord  lodit 
of  me,  I  tdd  the  officer  that  came  ^ly  to  fee  mc» 
chat  I  defired  the  governor  to  *Iet  me  go  oa 
board  the  firft  vedd  that  was  bound  to  Mar- 
Cinico* 

Three  days  after  came  a  bark»  which  the  count 
de  Blenac,  general  of  the  French  iOands,  had  fent 
thither  about  the  exchange  of  piilbners :  colonel 
Ruffe]  feikt  me  word  (be  was  conie,  and  that  I  flMMiId 
prepare  to  be  gone.  Then  it  was  I  had  the  liberty 
to  go  to  his  houfe  to  render  him  thanks  for  all  the 
civilities  he  had  (hewed  me :  he  told  me,  he  was 
forry  that  by  the  laws  of  war  he  was  bound  to  allow  me 
no  more  liberty  than  I  had,  and  that  he  prayed  me  to 
ufe  the  £ngU(h  kindly  that  (hould  happen  to  fall  into 
my  hands.  This  being  done,  1  went  on  board  the 
French  bark,  which  was  commandcfid  by  the  Sieor 
Coufpon,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Chriftopher*s, 
and  I  could  never  find  any  more  of  my  free-booter» 
than  thofc  two  I  have  fpoken  of,' whom  the  governor 
fent  me. 

We  went  a(hore  at  Port-Royal  in  Martinico  and  I, 
went  with  my  men  to  the  town  to  wait  upon  monfieur 
de  Blenac  who  was  then  fick  of  that  di(icmper  he 
died  of.  1  gave  him  a  relation  of  all  my  adventures, 
and  I  am  fure  he  was  furprized  to  hear  the  partku- 
lars  of  (o  many  misfortunes :  as  he  would  have  mo 
(by  at  his  houfe  all  the  time  I  tarried  in  Martinico, 
be  made  me  every  daji  repeat  unto  him  the  manner 

of 
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of  my  fight  with  the  Englifti  man  of  war ;  and  at 
laft  finding  an  opportunity  of  getting  me  tranfported 
'  into  France,  he  fent  for  the  captain  oi  the  fliip  who 
was  bound  thither,  and  recommended  me  to  him* 
He  would  alfo  have  writ  letters  by  me  to  monfienr 
Phelipeaux,  to  recommend  me  to  fome  employ ;  but 
the  day  before  my  departure  he  was  taken  fo  very  ill 
that  he  could  not  write,  and  that  day,  which  wos 
the  loth  of  June,  in  the  evening  he  died  :  I  was  , 
mightily  troubled  at  his  death  for  feveral  reafons. 
He  was  a  perfon  that  took  delight  in  fervlng  every 
body ;  who  had  great  compaffion  on  fuch  as  had 
been  perfecuted  by  an  evil  fate,  as  was  my  cafe,  who 
went  forwards  with  what  he  knew,  who  of  hirafclf 
made  an  offer  of  thofe  favours  he  was  minded  to  bc- 
ftow,  before  they  were  afked  of  him ;  and  who  in 
fliort,  was  brave  as  to  his  perfon,  fkilful  in  maritime 
affairs,  a  good  feaman,  knew  all  the  coafts  and  heights 
of  land  in  America,  was  in  great  cfteem  with  the 
king  for  his  integrity,  wifdom,  juflice,  and  for  all 
the  great  fervices  he  had  done  the  government  in  the 
way  of  commerce  and  difcovery  of  iflands.     The 
next  day  after  his  death  I  embarked  on  board  the 
Virgin,  a  fhip  belonging  to  Bourdeaux,  and  which 
had  been  built  there,  in  which  port,  after  a  paflage 
of  not  many  days,  1  arrived  at  laft,  with  many  dif- 
ferent thoughts,  and  contrary  fentimentswithm  me, 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  bid  the  fea  adieu,  fo 
much  has  my  laft  misfortune  terrified  me;  or  whether 
I  fiiall  go  out  again  to  be  revenged  on  the  Enelirti, 
who  have  done  me  fo  much  mifchief,  or  go  and  tra- 
verfe  the  feas  with  a  dcfign  to  get  me  a  little  wealth, 
or  reft  quiet,  and  eat  up  what  my  relations  have  left 
me.  There  is  as  ftrangc  an  inclination  in  men  to  under- 
take voyages,  as  thcje  is  to  gnming  ;  whatever  mif- 
fortunes  bcfal    them,  they  do  not  believe  they  will 
be  always  unhappy,  and   therefore  they  will  play 

on« 
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OD.  Thus  it  IS  as  to  the  fca,  whatever  accidents  befal 
uSy  we  are  in  hopes  to  find  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  make  us  amends  for  all  our  lofles.  I  believe  who- 
ever reads  this  account  will  find  it  an  hard'tafk  to 
give  floe  counfel  thereupon,  or  to  take  the  fame  him- 
fclf. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I      N      D      EX. 


A 

ALBICORE,  a  fort  of  fifh  fo  called  by  the  Spaniards,  U,9S* 
An  huge  onetakeo,  97.  Another  of  135  lb.  taken,  lb, 

Ahorcados,  two  rocks  Ib^called,  near  the  ifland  of  Solango,  ILtf  »• 

Alexander  (John)  »  bucanier,  drowned  at  the  gulph  ot  Nicoya» 
ii.  4^. 

Alonfo  (don)  the  Spani/h  admiral,  his  letter  to  Morgan,  i.  i^p, 
A  (harp  anfwer  of  his  to  the  Spanifh  priibners  fent  to  him, 
158. 

AJichovies,  huoe  ihoals  of  them,  iL  tf »  « 

Andreas  (captain)  a  chief  commander  among  the  Indians,  con« 
dufVni  the  bueaniers  to  the  Golden  Ifland,  i.  236.  Em- 
barks with  them  for  Santa  Maria,  138.  Returneth  home 
with  the  king  of  Darien  from  before  Panama,  7.6S. 

Antego,  one  of  the  Caribee-iilandt,  its  governor  denies  the  ba« 
<:aniers  entrance,  ii.  xotf. 

Antonio  (captain)  a  man  of  great  parts  among  the  Indians  of 
Darien,  and  chief  commander,  joins  the  bueaniers,  and  per- 
fuades  them  to  take  the  journey  of  Sanu  Maria,  i,  238.  Re- 
turneth home  fi'om  before  Panama,  itf  8. 

'  Arica,  defigned  againft-by  the  bueaniers,  L  aSi.  Dare  not  lin4 
there,  313.  Its  hill  defcribed,  ib.  Attempted  aiccon^timc, 
and  taken,  but  recovered  again,  ii.  34.     Defcribed,  3; . 

Author  of  the  firft  part,  hisfirfl  fetting  out,  i.  i,  8c  fetj.  Af' 
rives  at  the  CaribDe&>iilands,  10.  Sold  once  and  again,  aou 
Being  freed,  turns  pirate,  ib.  His  vopge  along  the  coafU  of 
•Co(b  Rica,  in  bis  return  from  Cbagre  to  Jamaica,  %o6.  Ar- 
rives at  Boooa  del  Toro,  ib.  Seeks  proVUion  in  vain,  and  de- 
parts wedwatd,  Aoy,  Ai&uked  by  the  Indians,  |hey  kill  on« 
-with  a  golden  beard,  %o%p  befire  to  fpeak  with  them  an  vaiu  { 
return  to  Ghagre,  and  us  chafed  by  r  fliip  of  their  own  party, 
aop.  Go  to  the  river  t>£  Zuera,  and  their  advcaturet  there, 
an*  Arrive  at  Gracias  1  Dios,  and  are  relieved,  ai4.  Buy 
women  for  a  trifle,  ib.  Go  for  Pe  las  ^inos,  and  their  ear 
tertainmmt  there,  %t$. 

B 
.   Bananas,  a  fmit,  L  4;. 

Baptiim  (a  ceremony  and  cnflom  thus  caBel)  oied  at  £mbytfa# 
French,  I.  8.    by  the  Dutch,  9* 

Baitholoinew  Portaguefe,  a  mnd  pirate,  takes  nuny^  SpaaUk 
ibips,  i.  4t,  Taken  iiimTelf,  carried  Ho  <:ampcchy,  aad  co»- 
dcmncA  to  he  hanged,  tf  3.  jLills  his  ceatry  and  cicapes,  Hu 
Goes  to  Golfo  Trifle,  gets  a  boat,  and  retakes  thejfhip  that 
took  him,  64.  Loies  %is  Aip  in  a  ftonn,  and  eicapes  in  a 
66, 


Bafco  (Michael  ie)  apirMC,  joipcd  with  L^AQiii  i»  7^* 
.Vol.  XL  Q^  pink«l 
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*'9Mei  (Jaeo^O  lent  from  HoUand  to  retake  "Cjyini  horn  the 
French,  aood  1676,     Prerails,  i.  1&9.     Boten  out  agadn,  re* 
tires  to  Toba^,  where  he  beats  the  French  fleet,  a  31.    Acr  / 
tacked  there  again,  was  bloM'n  qp,  133. 
Socca  dd  Toro,  the  place  o£  the  bocani<:rs  ^erai  rendesvoiis,  v 

^34* 

^oohy>  a  fea-bird,  a  iign  of  land  being  near,  n.  xoa. 

^ucaniers,  who  they  are,  manner  of  Trnng,  vices.  Sec,  i.  41. 
Complained  of  by  the  kipg  of  Spain,  $x.  Their  ^rcnrtb, 
2  3%.  They  march  to  S.  Maria,  with  an  accoont  of  £cir 
number,  jurmy,  and  proTifion,  a  37.  The  difficnltks  of  this 
mtrch,  caafefefs  jealoufy  of  the  Indians,  arrival  at  and  taking 
the.town  andoort  of  Sanu  Maria,  a  38,  &c.  Find  little  par- 
chafe,  but  redeem  the  king  of  Dirieh*s  daughter,  14;.  -Re- 
iblve  to  go  for  Panama,  but  are  deferted  by  the  IndiiaiKy  ex- 
cept the  chief  commanders' among  them,  24^.  Take  two 
barks  bv  the  way,  257.  Arrive  at  Chepillo,  and  barbirooilr 
fiill  their  prifonen,  258^.  *  Enpgethe  armadaU-of  Panaaia,  tad 
liter  a  flistrp  fight  dcftroy  it,  260.  Block  np  Panama  by  fesi^ 
.and  tJ^kc  fcvcral  veHels  before  the  town,  267.  'They  go  t6  the 
'sOand  of  Tavoga,  and  take  other  prizes,  S70.  Go  to  Otoqoe 
and-Cayboa,  271.  Are  repulfcd  before  Pnebla  Kucba>  27a. 
They  take  one  veflcl  here,  and  delboy  two  more,  273.  De- 
serted by  many  of  their  company,  274.  Careen  at  Oorgona, 
27p.  They  alter  their  (hip,  and  delign  to  plunder  Arica,  282. 
They  lofe  a  (hip  of  their  company,  283.  and  find  her  a^axn, 
286.  They  take  a  prize  off*  of  Gaayaqoil,  294-  The  imibr- 
mation  they  received  from  the  captain  of  it,  ib.  Their  ondty 
towards  a  friar,  297.  Sink  Capt.  Cox's  vfflH,  298-  Short  of 
provifion  :  take  a  prize,  and  turn  away  ntany  priibneri,  )ox. 
Make  a  dividend,  302.  Allowance  (hortened,  308.  In  great 
want  of  water,  3x1.  Arrive  at  Ari^,  but  dare  tior.  land; 
bear  away  from  Hilo,  and  take  it ;  are  cheated  by  the  ^Mbiards, 
and  forced  to  retire  with  little  pillage,  jt 2,  &c. 
Eat  a  mule  at  Hilo,  ii.  2.  Take  La  Serena,  and  plonder^t ;  bat 
are  forced  to  retire  without  anyconfiderable  booty,  8-.  Fire  the 
town.  If.  They  mutiny  among  themicllves,  and  chttie  a  new 
commander,  ax.    They  out-bra^w  three SpaiiHb  men^yf  war» 

-  and  give  them  the  go-by,  24.  Their  cruelty  towards  an  old 
man  at.Yquetju^,  28.  .They  attempt  Arica  a  iccond  timcy  3X. 
Are  beaten  out  of  the  town,  W  make  a  bold  rttxta^  34.  Re- 
iblve  to  go  home  over  ^uid,  %$.  Land  at  ^uaico,  37.  They 
iurprife  Hilo  the  ftcond  time,  39*  They  mntixiy  ajntn  amonj 
tl^mfelves,  but  yet  take  down  rite  deck  of  tbeir  Oip^  and  lo 
mend  her  (ailing,  4X .  Are  left  by  feveral  of  their  comptaftions 
who  go  home  over  bnd,  4x«  Take  Anne  priP>ners  aiid  two 
barks  at  the  gulph  of  Nicoya,  45.  Set  Several  prilbn^  at  li- 
berty,  and  put  men  into  another  bark  they  had,  47.  Their 
interpreter  nuM  away,  4t.    They  ctttipQ  at  Golib  Xmc^h  and 

refold 
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rcfolvf  to  £•  and  crnifc  undci;.thc  z^uiaoOial,  49.  •  Tliey  taJ.C 
ievcral  prizes,  55.  Make  a  dividend,  56.  rcnilc  letters  takca 
in  a  pme,  60,  In  danger  of  beiner  maflacred  by  their  flavcs,  tft . 
They  endeavour  to  llurprifc  Pait*,'  but  in  vain,  64.  TUcy 
ftend  for  the  Strcight  of  Magellan,  65*  A  journal  of  thehr 
voyage,  65 ^  &c.  Arrive  a(  an  unknown  place,  v.Mch  they 
call  The  Duke  of  York's  Ifland,  but  in  great  danger  of  being 
loA  then  and  after,  71,  &c.  Make  a  dividend  of  eight  che'^r  ' 
of  money,  8p.  Some  Of  them  rcfalvc  to  fljoot  Captain  Sharp 
on  Chriftmas-day,  90.  Feaft  upon  a  fow  that  day,  9S-  Their 
allowance  very  mort,  and  a  reward  to  him  that  ftrfl  faw  Und, 
xoi.  Arrive  at  D'Arbadoes,  but  date  not  put  in  for  icar  of  iho 
Richmond  frispite,  103.  Arrive  at  AnuJoa>  1 05,  Givca-Aay 
their  (hip  to  the  poorcft  of  the  company,  and  difperfc  Icvciul 
v^ys^  t96^    Smme  of  them  arrive  in  EngLmd,  ib. 

CaUaira  Bar,  deicribed,  ii.  172* 

Cano,  an  ifland  fo  called,  its  iatitu4«  and  a];pcaranec  at  fea^  \vlt& 

fomc  account  of  it,,  ii.  43^' 
Cape  Paflao,  i/iSf. 
Cape  Sc.  Laurence,  i.  a8^. 
St.  Cath«ine»  (he  iHand  of,  takenr  hj  ManiVtlt  and  Morgan,  but 

jtcovcicd  again  by  the  Spaniards.  1.  108.     A  relation  of  the* 

retaking  of  It,  written  by  a  Spanifli  engineer,   xio.     Betrayed 

to  Morean  again  by  a  ftftttagom,  1^9^ 
Oyana  i£ind   retaken  from  the  Fre&ch  by  Blokes,  i.  zap.     Is 

takcm  again  by  the  French,  ^^.^3* 
Cayboa,  an  ifland  famous  for  the  fiihery  of  pearl,  i.  2  71.     Some 

account  of  it,  175. 
Cayman,  a  (brt  of  crocodile,  an  account  of  it,  i.  33. 
Gayos,  Che  Uland  of,  the  pirates  reiiige,  i.  x  17. 
Chasrc,  a  caOle,  its  fituation,  taken  by  the  help  of  a  grange  ao- 

cident,  after  great  refinance,  i.  173.  Its  governor  killed,  177. 
Chappel  (Tames)  one  with  whom  the  author  6ghts  a  duel  at  The 

inwofPlate,  ii.  tfi. 
Chiriquita  defcribed,  iL  177. 
Golan,  a  town  fo  called,  its  defcription,  ii.  65. 
Cochinillas,  their  defcription,  i.  31. 
Comet,  one  fcen  and  Qblcrved,  with  what  followed' thereupon,. 

ii.  4. 
Cook  (captain)  a  commander  among  the  bucanicrs,    with  the 

party  he  led  at  their  landing  upon  Darieii,  i.  137,  ^c.     Is  put 

Into  a  vefitl  tikcn  at  Pucbla  Nueba,  but  foon  c^aiitcth  it,  176. 

and  Cox  put  in  his  place,  ib.     Put  into  irons,  and  wherefore,. 

ii.  az.     Accufcd  by  hU  fcr%'ant,  and  of  what,  uho  perfifted  in 

it  to  the  LO,  xx.  35. 
Coxon,  captain  among  the  bucaniers,  with  the  pirty  he  led  at 

their  firft  landing  r.t  Daricn,  i.  1^5.     Made  captain  in  chief,. 

146.     Mutinies,  and  returns  home,  z6d, 

Q^x  Crocodilift 
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Crocodiles  in  the  Ifland  of  Fines,  and  an  account  ot  t 

Cuba,  the  ifland  of,  a' defcriptlon  of  it,  I.  la^ 

Cniaflb  ifland defcribedi  ii.  iij. 
D 

David  ^captain)  admiral  of  the  freebooters,  ii.  14.1. 
■Si>aniards  at  fea,  263.     Sails  for  the  North  Sea,  xjs 

Davis  (John)  a  famous  pirate,  lands  at  Kicara^a 
ccntry,  enters  the  town,  (pares  not  the  cJiurches,  ai 
with  a  great  booty,  i.  70.  Made  admiral  of  the  p 
lacks  St.  AuguAine,  71. 

Daricn,  a  province  of  America,  with  the  manner  of  th 
\  »3p.  The  kiuff  meets  the  biicaniers,  his  habit  and 
alio  th«  queen's,  ib.  The  natives  by  a  ilratagcm  i 
peace  by  the  Spaniards,  ii.  51. 

Dolphins,  fever;:!  of  them  caught,  ii.  4:^.  Seen  pla] 
the  fhip,  p3. 

Doree  taken,  with  adeicription  of  it,  ii.  7^. 

Drake  (Sir  Francis)  fome  mem«irs  of  him,  L  a$7, 

Duke  of  York's  Iflands,  To  named  by  the  bucanicrs, 
count  of  them,  ii.  7  j- 

E 

Earthquake  at  La  Serena,  while  the  bucaaiers  were  there, 

Eclicic  of  the  fan,  and  what  followed  thereupoa,  i,  105. 

Enchanted  Idand,  ii.  98. 

Edrees  (count  Je)  his  anions  mxaSi  the  Datcfa  at  Cay 
Tobago,  anno  267^,  \t  aap,  «c 

Kxcommuoiation,  how  nicd  in  America,  ii.  i^p. 
F. 

Francifco  (Cape  San)  the  latitude  and  profpeA  of  it,  Lai 

Erecbootcrs,  who,  ii.  117.  meet;  names  of  their  captain.' 
Endeavour  to  enfnare  the  Spaniards,  but  difcovered 
Dilngree  and  part,  ib.  Take  Ibrae  prizes,  1*7.  Quit  th< 
and  go  afhoie,  in  order  to  pais  over  land  to  the  South  Sc 
Dcfcription  of  their  paflagc,  130,  &c.  Provlfions  i 
tbem  from  other  freebooters,  137.  They  efcape  the  Spa 
I  jS.  Arrive  In  the  South  Sea,  1 39.  Lift  of  their  fl< 
commanders  there,  i4X.  Adventures  of  the  EogliHi 
they  joined,  i4z.  Take  an  advice-boat,  145.  Caul 
prepare  their  fli'ps,  149.  Firfit  the  Spaniards  fleet,  xyi. 
engagement  dcfcribed,  i^a,  &c  EngUlb  and  French  f 
and  part,  157.  Make  a  dcfcent  near  St.  Jago,  itfi. 
Puebla  Viego,  169,  Take  Chiriquiia,  and  burn  it,  17^. 
the  Spaniards  again  at  fea,  181.  Are  in  great  want  of  vi< 
181.  The  French  oppreTs  the  Englifli  in  their  turn,  bnt 
again,  184.  March  to  Granada,  attack  and  take  it,  18; 
Burn  it,  189.  Rout  iS 00  Spaniards,  190.  Burfltheboi 
ofGinandego,  195.  Difagree  again,  and  (leer  different  co 
196,  Take  La  Villia,  and  a  very  great  booty  ;  are  furj 
and  lofc  it  again,  199,  5tc.    Receive  aranfoin  fbrthcirpr 
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txM'     **»  *^^^    Take  a  (hip,  and  get  information,  io6.    Arrive  af 

'^       '      Bocea  del  Chica,  an.     Beat  the  Spaniards  out  <Jf  their  in- 

trcnchments,  six.    Take  two  Spanifli  (hips,  xsg-   and  dccoy^ 

two  more,  %i6.    Write  to  the  preljdeut  at  Panama,  and  hi^ 

lelf     lA^wer,  a  17.    A  iecond  letter  from  the  pre£dent,  atvd  thean« 

.*'  fwertoit,  »ao.  Receive  a  raafom  from  Panama,  lai.  Take 

^ciiiSf     St.  Lorenzo,  aa8.    In  great  danger  of  (hipwreck,  230.  -  X 

'\Id«i     pretty  adventure,  13 3.     Take  San &a  Catalina,  Nicoya,  and  a 

Sei*      fifcat  booty,  134.    Account  of  the  Engli(h,  a ji.     Take  Quc^ 

^*      atpiilla,  with  a  vaft  booty,  156.     Fight  the  Spani(h  armadilla«|^ 

rttote       *^^*    J^ividetheirbooty,  »73.     Arrive  at  Mapalla,  and  con-^ 

lafjK'      ^°''  about  returning  to  die  North  Sea,  apx,  Arc.    Are  atucked* 

'•'  {(id?       ^y  ^^  Spaniards,  194.     Reiblve  to  go  over  land,  195.    A 

0®  notable  amuiement  to  facilitate  their  efcape,    ap8.     Travel 

iirjfdi       over  the  continent  by  another  way  than  that  by  which  they  sot 

^!n        thither,  with  an  account  of  their  journey,  300,  &c.     Muxder 

one  another  for  their  money,  3x1.     Fifty  of  them  get  oif 

board  an  Englifli  (hip,  3x7.  and  arrive  at  Petit  Gnavis,  3xp. 

^'         Gabriel  (Jofeph)  a  SpaoKh  prifoner,  his  death,  and  (bmc  ao 
count  of  him,  i.  xS-i* 
« ji^    Galio,  an  ifland  near  Gorgona,  i.  X63. 
^        Genipatree,  its  fruit  and  juice,  or  ink,  i.  x8. 
"'*    .    Gibraltar,  its  (ituation,  inundiations,  and  trade,  i.  8o« 
,^0    Gorgona  idaad,  its  (ituation,  i.  x79« 
^       Gorgonilla,  an  idand,  i.  X84. 

Graaas  i  Dios,  the  cudoms  and  policy  of  the  iiland,  how  peo* 

*       pled  with  the  negroes,  the  rehgion,  arms,  diet,  feaAs^  mar- 

I  'i^g^>  burials,  (t»nge  cudoM  of  tht  widows,  &c  i.  m3> 

I'ljf  Granada  defcribed,  ii.  xpo. 

^1^^  Greeks  at  La  Seppa,  who  they  are^  ii.  141.    Beaten  Ijj  the  frce-^ 

^  j^  hooters,  1^6, 

^  *  Grognet  (captain)  comes  over  land  with  X70  men  to  the  South 

^  Sea,  ii.  144.     His  adventures,  x^x,  &c.     Dies  of  a  wound  he 

^jf  received  at  the  takhfg  QueaquiUa,  xtf  I. 

^  Gua(co,  the  bucaniers  lan3f  there,  account  of  the  place,  ii.  37. 

.  ^  Guaya<]uii,  a  rich  town,  with  fome  account  of  it,  i.  19a. 

'  1^  Guyones,  a  cape  {q  named,  its  latitude,  ii.  48W 

Wet  H 

j^^  Harris  (captain)  a  chief  commander  among  the  bueaniers,  and; 

r^fk  the  parry  he  led  at  his  fird  landing  upon  Darien,  i.  as  7. 

,^  Rilled  in  the  engagement  before  Panama,  atf  a. 

'^  Havanna,  the  (Ironged  place  in  the  Vfefk  Indies,  its  juriiHi^liony 

^:;  commerce^  cables,  and  inhabitants,  i.  zx8. 

•1  Hifpaniola,  its  ddcription^  i.   ao.    €Bties,    Harbonrs,  Arc.  a;* 

y,  Its  produ^ons,  a4. 

J  Hourqua  of  Acapuico,  a  rich  tndhig  fliip  of  the  Spaniards,  an 

account  of  it>  u.  aii. 

,  0^3                                Indiam ' 
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InJiaiuof  Jtidtan,  their  cvftomt  tnd  religion,  i.  91 9  Arc. 
liuUint,  an  odd  relation  of  than,  L  a  10.    Thdr  arms»  and  ho« 

they  make  their  arcows,  xi  3;     Their  con(litiUton»  ib. 
Indian*,  their  miiery  under  the  S{>aniardi,  ii.  xp%* 
Inhabitants  of  Nkoya  ranibraed,  ii.  139. 
Juan  Fernandez,  an  ifland  fo  calkd;  ckftriptUm  and  other  par 

ticQlarty  y,  iSt  9k. 

K 
Kidnappecs^  in  account  of  ihem,  i.  50. 

Ju 

i»  Puna  ifland  deicribed,  iL  25  3»  Their  bed  winter  qnartersi 
%6s. 

La  Sepoa  taken,  ii.  147. 

JLa  Vuua  river  deicribed,  it.  ^03;. 

Xjttanier  Palm,  i.  15. 

Loa,  a  rirer  fo  named,  which  the  bucaniert  could  not  find,  ii.  39. 
A  church  built  tllere  by  Sir  Francis  Prake,  ibid. 

LoloQoit  (Francis)  his  origin,,  and  ferres  the  pirates,  i.  72. 
Lofiss  hisp  fliip  and  eicapes  by  a  (hratagon,  then  goe$  to  fea,  ibi 
His  enterprise  at  Los  Cayos,  73.  His  cruelty,  74.  Takes  a 
ihip  of  Maracaibo,  76.  Cuu  a  Spaniard  in  pieces  at  Maracaibo} 
93*  His  fpeech  to  his  men,  85.  Marches  to  Gibraltar,  and 
takes  it,,  fttf*  The  pnibners  ^t  for  hunger,  87.  Fire  the 
town  and  their  booty,  hS^  Sails  for  Tortuga,  f  o.  Makes 
new  preparations  againft  the  Spaniards,  ^i.  His  expedition, 
ib.  Takes  a  great  Spanl(h  fliip,  and  cruel  towards  the  SpaniV 
ards,  9^  Marches  to  San  Pedro,  deficats  feveral  ambnfcades, 
•ndtalE^  the  town  and  bums  it,  93*  Goes  to  Guatimala,  &c. 
96.  Takes  another  great  (hip,  but  is  fbriaken  by  a  great  many 
of  his  companions,  100.  Loies  his  (hip,  loi..  Hismisfon- 
tones,  with  his  and  nuny  of  his  companions  death,  104.  The 
progieis  and  di(per(ion  ot  the  reft,  105. 

Mr 

Magellan  Clouds,  L  30$^ 

Mandianilla  Tree,  its  noxious  nature^  L  x^^ 

Man  of  War  Fowl,  a(ign  of  land,  iL  soi. 

Mani|O0Uryes,  an  animal,  deicribed,  ii«  1 3 1 « 

Man^oca,  or  Cazare,  its  defcription,  u^s^ 

Manfvdt,  a  noted  pirate,  fet  foot  on  Granada,  penetrated  to  the 

South  Sea,  and  took  St.  Cathetioe,  lot.    Bxtlrcs  to  Tortuga, 

and  dies,.  xAfi. 
Mapou  Tree,  i.  if. 
MapalU  Bay,  defcribed,  ii;  a8o. 
Maracaibo,  the  Uke  and  dty  deicribed,  i.  78*  Arc    Taken  by 

the  pirates,  8a.    Ranibmed  by  the  inhaMtants,  117. 
Bflatteo  (San)  the  latitude  and  proi^eA  of  it,  !•  ^84. 
Metida*  its  fituation  and  commerce,  i.  81  • 
Mookeysy  (Irange  rebtion  of  tboR,  i«  %ii» 

Monkeys^ 
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Konkeys,  i  Tcry  large  fort,  thtir  hardinefs  and  cunning  ii.  tjr.- 
,,,  fe  Monte  d^Chrifto,  its  latitude  and  appearance  at  fca,  1.  a«5- 
g^d^UuKlkimc,  a  kind  of  fca  cow,  i.  xvp. 
^i   Monde  Sama*  i*  3ii« 

Morpn  (Sir  Henry)  his  origin,  i.  107.     Goei  to  Barbadoes  and 
turns  pirate,  ib.     Made  vice-admiral  to  Manfvelt,  and  takca 
aj^    St.  Catherine,  108.    Attempts  to  keep  it,  but  in  vain,  iitf. 
Gets  a  good  fleet,  with  his  dcfign  upon  the  Havanna,  x  18.  At- 
tacks and  takes  Puerto  dd  Principe,  puts  it  to  ranfom,  and  re- 
tires, 11^,  &c.    Sails  for  Puerto  Bcllo,  114.    Takes  it,    i»ff. 
His  anfwer  to  tlic  governor  of  Panama,  131.     Departs  for 
jff  jsis    Cuba,  with  an  account  of  the  booty,  1  ji.    Foons  a  new  ex- 
peditionagainft  Maracaibo,  X3}.     Sails  fop  Savona,  137.    Ar- 
'    rives  at  Maracaibo,  and  takes  it,  1 39.    Cruelties  againft  the 
prifoners  there,  140.    Goes  to  Gibraltar,  and  takes  it,   i4t. 
His  croelties,   14a,    &c.    Fills  to  take  the  governor,  145, 
us.     Takes  a  (hip  and  four  boau,  and  returns  to  Maracaibo,  146. 
Is  blocked  up  by  a  Spanifti  fleet  there,  ^idi  his  bold  mcflage 
ft  is     to  the  admiral,  148^    The  admiral's  letter  to  him,  149.     A 
.'for     treaty  on  foot  between  them,  150.     Deftrorys  the  Spnnifh  fleet. 
^  .  byailratagem,  X5X.    Attempts  the caftle  in  vain,  X53.     The 
j^     fpccch  and  difcovery  of  a  Spaniih  pilot,  his  prilbncr,  uiiio  him, 
ws     154.     Recdves  him  into  his  fcrvice,  iftf.     His  ftratagem  to 
Rrt*     ge-  *»y  the  cattle  of  Maracaibo,  159-     Equips  another  fleet,, 
jifjtf     14%.   Is  joined  upon  his  invitation  by  multitudes  of  old  pirates^ 
^     ib.     They  arrive  at  the  river  La  Hacha,  and  take  a  com  vcflcl, 
S«ay     with  great  fpoil,  and  return,  163-    His  fleet  37  fail,  and  100a 
Jjfcj,      fighting  men,  16$.     Divided  into  two  fquadrons,  and  articles 
Ac      of  the  voya^,  ib.    Refolvcs  to  go  to  Panama,  but  fiilV  to  St^ 
ttcr      Carfierine  for  guides  for  the  enterprize,  166,    Arrives  there 
dp.       and  lands,  X67.     Endures  great  hardfliip,  x68.     Had  the  iflc 
Itf  t    of  8t.  €a^erine,  through  the  governor's  treachery,  furrendcrct)  • 
to  him,  169.     Number  of  pcrfonf,  with  the  arms  and  for 
trefles  of  the  ifland,  x  7  x .     Finds  three  guides  there,  and  fends 
four  fliips  to  Chagre,   X7».     They  arrive  at  Chagrc,  which, 
^       though  a  hazardous  adventure,  they  take  at  lad  by  the  help  of 
a  very  ftrange  accident,   173,  &c.     He  arrives  at  ChagrC,  and 
is  received  with  loud  acclamations,  but  through  inadvertency 
L,fcs  four  fliips,  178.    Leaves  a  garrifon  at  Cha^e,  X79.    Dc* 
f,ft        parts  for  Panama,    with  the  particulars  of  his  failing,  the 
jn         great  hardihips  they  cndUxrd,  leaves  three  boats  behind  him  tho 
third  day,  with  t6o  men  to  keep  them,  179,  &c.  '  Some  fmall 
provifion  they  found  on  the  6fth,  which  was  dillributcd  to  the 
vvciked,  x8a.     His  condu€b  murmured  againfl,  183.     On  the 
,.         ibveoth  drink  Peru  wine,  are  all  Tick,  and  think  thcmfclyes  ■ 
peilbncd,  r84.     He  fends  back  his  canoes,  x 85.     Eight  of  his 
men  killed,  and  feme  wounded  by  the  Indians  on  the  cightk 
day,  x86.     Their  hardftiips  continued,  and  difcovcr  the  South 
Scaon  thcaioth,  n  itU  great  joy  ;  End  many  cattle,  efpecially 

aflcs,. 
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ailcf,  whkh  they  kill  and  ^our,  i.  187.  Gtt  fight  of,  anc 
encamp  oetr  Panama,  with  drnms  beating,  &c.  i88.  <»o  t< 
attack  the  Spaniards  ou  tbe'teoth  in  the  moming  {  afraid,  boi 
cnpge  and  beat  them,  189.  The  loft  on  e^  fide,  s^t 
Aflralt  the  city,  meet  with  tod,  but  take  it  in  three  hours, 
i9».  Orders  not  to  drink  wine,  ib.  Batos  Panama  almoft  In 
one  day,  193.  *  Sends  a  convoy  to  Chagre,  X94*  Much  riches 
^ond  in  the  ruins,  195.  Boats  ukcn,  but  mii&d  a  good  pnzi 
throneh  the  debaucheries  of  his  men,  195,  Arc.  Cradties  ex- 
ercifedby  them,  197.  His  niage  of  a  ▼irtuoosSponifli  lady, 
and  her  conftancy,  1 98.  Pr^arcs  to  depart,  a  plot  dilcovcKa; 
demands  ranfoms,  and  fpoils  the  Spantm  artillery,  toi.  His 
inexorablenefs  towards  the  prisoners,  xoi.  Rdeaies  the  afore- 
mentioned lady,  so  3.  Arrives  at  Chagre,  makes  a  diridend  of 
the  booty,  but  with  much  diiguft  on  all  fides,  aof.  Fears  his 
mens  di/pleafure,  and  fteak  privately  away,  sof.'  Intends  to 
keep  St.  Catherine,  but  is  prevented,  axo. 
Mnfquitoes,  or  Maranguhies,  flies,  and  thenr  diiimit  kinds,  k 

30. 
M nemduna  taken,  ii.  »88. 
Mulatto,  and  Mouftick  In<Bins>  an  accooiit  of  chem  wmd  their 

manner  of  living,  i.  x^s,  &c. 
Mufides  found  in  great  quantities  at  The  Duke  of  Tork's  libaids, 
fi.  73.    Large  ones,  which  the  Indians  open  oiorc  readily  with 
their  hands  3ian  we  with  knives,  77. 
N 
KqedTe,  its  variatioit  obferved  by  the  author  at  ftveral  times  and 

places,  ii.  8x.  99^ 
Noddy,  a  bird  feen  at  fea,  a  ceruin  fign  of  land,  ii.  to|. 
Nicoya  burnt  a  third  time,  ii.  i4S'    Dcfcriptloii  of  it,  %^» 

O 
Ogeron  (Bertram)  governor  of  Tortaga,  hb  defigns  againft  ths 
Dutch  Weft-India  plantations,  but  Is  c&ft  away,  i.  aax. 
Taken  by  the  Spaniards,  his  fiaion,  and  flight,  aaj.  Seizes 
a  canoe,  and  arrives  with  his  companions  at  Sauana,  xis^ 
Attempts  to  rcfcue  his  compank>ns  from  the  Spaniards  of  Su 
John  dc  Puerto  Rico ;  lands,  but  b  beaten,  yet  himielf  ef- 
capes,  X3.6. 
Orfon,  a  name  fb  g'ven  to  an  Indian  boy  by  the  bueaniers,  u.  79r 

P 
Palm-trees  of  Hifpaniola,  their  dcfcription  and  fevcral  forts,  u 

%$,  Prickle-palm,  xtf.  Wine-palm,  ib,  PaUn-iofary,  xj. 
Manama  atuckcd  and  taken  by  Morgan  in  throe  hours,  i.  t^x^ 
Fired,  and  the  dcftni^lion  made  there,  19  j.  lU  houfes  built 
of  cedar,  with  the  bignefs  and  magnificence  of  it,  ib.  Tbff 
prefent  ftate  thereof,  x66. 
Panama,  iftands  in  this  bay  defcribcd,  ii.  147.  Fnrits  growing 
there,  148.  The  prefidcnt*s  letter  to  a  camp-mafler,  xip 
The  bilhop's  letta  to  the  fircebooters,  »ip» 

Parrotf 
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I^Parrots  in  Hirptniola,  and  how  they  buiU  their  nefb,  L  40^ 
.  Paxaros  Ninos,  a  Tea  fowl,'  ddcription  of  them,  iu  81. 
?^Peaeuin,  a  Tea  bird  fo  named,  il.  76. 

^  iVrsQta  (Don  Fntncifco)  a  valiant  Spanifli  commander,  i.  atf fr 
^  His  undiunced  courage  in  the  engagement  before  Panama,  id}* 
*  Highly  extols  the  valonr  of  the  Elnglilh,  165.  Removed  from 
^'  the  admiral  on  board  Capuin  Cox*s  Ihip,  »7tf.  Dir«^  the 
- '      bncaniers  to  the  ifle  of  Gorgona,  a  7  8.     Relates  a  ftcange  ftory 

cf  a  crofs,  xpS.     Peralta  is  taken  frantlck,  but  recovers,  ii.  6* 

He  and  others  are  fct  at  liberty^  ix. 
^*  Ferico,  an  iflaod  before  Panama,  where  the  bucanicrs  take  (evrral 

Teir.ls,  u  x6j. 
-  Pertas  (De  Us)  iiknds,  their  inhabitants  and  cuiUnns  thereof,  h 
''      101. 

'-  Pern,  an  account  of  it,  ii.  274. 
"=  Pierre  le  Grand,  a  pirate,  his  original  and  bold  attempts,  i.  5^0- 

Takes  the  vice-actmiral  of  the  pearl^fifhers  fleet,  and  is  taken 
^      himfelf,  60.  ^ 

Pirates,  their  original  at  Tortuga,    arming    their  boats,  food^ 

mutual  articles,   and  fidelity,  i.   5*,    &c.     Places  where  they 
-•       cniifc,  iS*     Take  a  rich  (hip,  77.     Make  a  croeral  dividend  of 

their  booty,  8p.     Take  Vcraguas,  100.     Their  miferies  at  th« 
'       {lies  De  las  Pertas,  roi.     Take  Panama  in  three  hours,  191, 

Arrive  at  Gradas  a  Dios,  114,    At  the  ifle  De  las  Finos,  up. 

At  Jamaica,  ^^ao.     Some  of  tbcm  hanged,  zxt.     French  pi* 

rates,  priibners  tranfported  into  Spain,  return  again  to  America^ 

and  take  De  U  Trinidad,  aid* 
Pirch,  in  great  quantity,  with  the  author's  opinion  of  it,  i.  p6. 
Planters  of  Hilpantola,  iubjcO  to  the  governor  of  Tortuga,  i.  46. 

Rebel,  47.     Refolve  to  kill  the  governor,  48.     Are  forced  to 

furrendcT  to  him,  49.     Their  cruelty  towards  their  fervants^ 

51. 
Plate,  the  ifle  of,  defcribcd,  1.  aSd. 
Porpus,  a  white  one  feen,  ii.  48.    Hinder  the  bucaniers  fiihing^ 

lOI. 

Priefls  Tobacco,  fo  called  for  its  goodocTs,  1.  81. 

Puebla  Nueba,  a  town  on  the  continent,  and  fome  account  of  Iti 
river,  i.  173. 

Puerto  del  Principe,  a  rich  town,  taken  and  ranfackcd"  by  Mor- 
gan, with  the  reli fiance  made  there,  i.  xi^,  &c.  Put  to  ran-* 
ibm,  lu. 

Puerto  Bello,  a  city  gn  Coda  Rica,  defcribed,  i.  xa^.  Attacked, 
by  Morgan,  bravely  defended  hy  the  governor,  but  taken,  i*^. 

Punta  Borrica,  its  latitude,  the  bucaniers  anchor  there,  ii.  49*^ 

Punta  de  Santa  Hellena,  its  laiitiidc  and  profpeO,  i.  a9X. 

Punta  dcHiio,  its  latitude  and  profpe^l,  i.  J14.  The  town  Ukei^ 
3x5.  The  fagar-work  burned,  3x7.  The  inhabitants  forca 
the  bucaniers  to  rttre«^,  3 1 8.     TJie  place  taken  again,  ii.  3P* 

Quarrel 
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Quarrel  between  the  Engttfli  ai^French  pirates^  ahd  how  U- 
gUD»  i.  xzT.     Separate,  ib. 

Quarter-roaller  deierts  to  the  Spaniards,  u.  x^^.  Heads  500  of 
them,  who  are  routed,  193. 

Queaqnilla  takca,  ii.  X56.  Deicribed,  xsj.  The  vaft  booty 
tbund  m  it,  xj8.     Fired  by  accident,  i6o, 

Qu!caray  its  latitude  and  appeanmcc  at  lea,  i.  a77. 
R 

Ritenau  deLnfEin,  theanthor,  his  fird  adventurers  and  dfipofi* 
tions,  ii.  113.  Embarks  at  Dieppe  for  America,  x  16.  Re- 
solves to  turn  freebooter,  and  why',  117.  Departs  with  Gptr 
Xiaurence  de  GralT  from  Petit-Guaves,  xi8.  His  adventare 
trith  a  Spanifh  lady,  xtf  j.  His  device  to  fave  his  uvaTitre,  a^j*- 
Advice  about  forcing  the  Spaniards,  30tf« 

Realeguo  Port  defcribcd,  ii.   xtfj,  &c. 

Reafons  of  the  necefllties  and  fatigues  of  th«  £p«ebocCers,.u. 

Ringroie,  Mr.  the  author,,  embarks  on  the  river  Santa  Maria,^  i» 
^4).  His  misfortune  in  eoing  to  PaJanma,  X4.7.  Is  fli^p- 
wrecked,  a^r.  Saves  the  uves  of  fix  Spaniards,  253.  Made 
prifoner  by  the  Spaniards,  bntreleafed  for  his  gefteroixcj,  154* 
Overtakes  the  fleer,  xsS.  Refolves  not  to  go  •yor  land  vkh 
the  defertcrs,  but  repents  of  it,  174. 

l^ies  the  table  of  Lima,  fi.  4*  He  and  others  iir  great  danaer 
at  Juan  Fernandez,  17.  The  advertifemcnr  he  gives  of  nU 
journal,  3^.  Is  himfelf  and  others  ftrudt  blind  by  a  (hange 
accid^t,  but  recover,  sx.  Fights  a  duel  at  the  lac  of  Plate^ 
6i,  Makes  a  quadrant,  70.  Arrives  in  Engbqd,  xotf. 
Roads,,  the.  Spaniards  metfaodof  burning  then,  ii.~  X46*     Pot  in 

practice  by  them,  jor. 
Roche  Brafiuano,  a  famous  pirate,  his  original,  made  a  captaixiv. 
takes  a  (hip,  and  ezercifes  great  cruelties  to  the  Spaniaxds,  i* 
65.  Ix>res  her,  and  efcapes  in  a  canoe,  66,  Purfued  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  routs  them,  ib.  Takes  a  Beet  of  canoes,  a 
boat  of  war,  and  a  (hip  from  New  Spain,  67.  Goes  to  iea,. 
and  mado  prifoner  with  all  his  men,  68.  Set  at  liberty,  and 
fcnt  into  Spain,  tfp. 
Ruba,  idand  of,  iu  fituation  and  commeroe,.  i..  1 38.- 

S 
San  Tago,  a  river  of  that  name,  ii.  s<r. 
awkins,   captain    of    the  bucan.ers,    i.  aj^    What*  p?rty  he 
led  at  their  landing  at  Daricn,  a  37.     Choaen  general,  x6Z.  Re- 
ceives  a  mell^'ge  from  the  prefident  of  Panama,  with  his  fmart 
anfwer,  170.     Rifled  before  Pucbh  Nueba,  173. 
Scot  (Lewis)  the  fird  pirate  that  made  land  inval'tons,  and  fucked 

Campechy,  i.  69, 
Sea-cows,  fifhcs  deicribed,,  and  hqw  taken^  i.  ac(« 
SeiL-gra(Sa  i.  30^. 
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j^     Seals,  great  qntntlttcs  ol  thtm  at  the  Hie  of  Juan  Fernandez,  iu 

Sea-Uon,  defcribe^  and  where  feen,  iU  i8.      .  , 

Segovia  defcribrd,  i:.  304. 
,      Serena  (La)  uken  by  the  bucaniers,  defcribcd,  iL  8.    An  earth- 
quake there,  10.  .Fired,  II. 
"Serpents,  many  bred  in  divers  parts  of  the  South  Sea,  it  171. 
Sharp,  captain  of  the  bucaniers,  lands  at  Darlen,  i.  137.   ,Ab- 
fent  at  the  engagement  before  Panama,  269.    Chofcn  in  chief 
at  Cayboa,  174. 

Dcpofcd  from  his  command,  and  WalHn  .chofen  in  his  room, 
f  ii.  ai.     His  prophctick  faying  at' Yquequc,  upon  the  crueky  of 

the  bucaniers,  ap.     Made  captain  in  chief  again,  and  makes  a 
'^  bold  retreat  froA  Arica  to  his  fiiips,  33,  &c.     DifcoV^ers  an4 

preventi  a  plot  agalnd  his  life,  po.    Is  presented  with  a  mu-  ^ 
fcttto-boy  by  the  reft  of  the  company,  104.    Buys  a  dog  for 
forty  pieces  of  eight,  with  a^fign  to  eat  him,  ib, 
S'dla  da  Paita,  i.  300. 

South  Sea  defcribed,  iL  139.    A  remarkable  diflerence  between 
this  and  the  North  Sea,  171. 
^       Spaniards  intrench  themfclvcs  to  ftop  the  journey  of  the  free- 
'^  hooters,  ii.  305.  Who  fail  upon  their  rear,  <ind  prevail  againll 

^  them,  309.     Their  ftrange  temper,  311. 

St.  John  de  Pueblo  ifland  defcribed,  ii.  159.    Serpents  here  ;  th« 
"  danger  of  flings,  and  method  of  cure,  xtfo. 

■^^     St.  Lorenzo  deimbed,  ii.  aa8. 

'        Strange  ftoiy  of  thf  iavagCTi  iL  f^s*  uttl  of  a  Spanifli  foldier^ 
'  ia8. 

Stratagem  of  a  Greek  captain  diicovered,  and  he  killed,  ii.  io8* 
^         Story  of  a  Spaaiih  woman,  ii.  159. 

T 
Tecoantepequa  defcribed,  with  the  aTcnnes  in  marching  thither* 

ii.  xSa.     Taken,  183. 
Tobago  iflind  attacked  by  the  Frendi,  taken,  and  the  caftle  d«« 

moUOieJ,  i.  13a. 
Tobacco,  how  planted,  i.  45.     Its  property,  ^6. 
Tornadoes,  ii.  53.  88.  10&. 
Tortoifes,  four  fpecies  of  them,  their  eggs,  and  where  they  hf 

them,  i.  58.     Manner  of  fifliine  for  them,  59. 
Tortuga,  the  ifland  of,  defcribed,  i«  xi.     Is  pofleiled  by  cht 
French,  loft  and  retaken,  14,  &c.    Is  poftefled  by  the  French 
Weft  India  company,  18.    Quit  it,  19.    Its  inhabitants  piracy, 
55. 
.         Tropick  Birds,  divers  (brts,  ii.  i ox. 

L       Townflcy  (captain)  came  over  laiM  with  one  hundred  and  fifteeii 
f  EnglUn  to  the  South  Sea,  ii.  143, 

Vatuico  Port  defcribed,  ii.  187. 

VckSy 
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irdas*  a  port  of  tlut  name,  ii.  49, 
Vides,  wiiaCy  u.  147* 

W 
Watlio  (JoHd)  cfaofin  comminder  in  chief  by  the  mntinecn,  i 

%i,    Kittod  in  Arid,  31* 
Whale,  a  Hgn  gf  land,  i.  310. 
Wild  Oap  in  Hi^aniola,  their  fiercenefs,  and  how  they  oat\ 

be  (b,  n  3tf« 
WUdHorfts  in'HHpaniola,  their  defcriplion,  L  3p. 
Wild  Bulls  and  Cows  there,  i.  39. 
Y 
Tacos-tret,  its  defcription,  i.  30. 
YgucqujB,  an  ifland  fb  called,  found  by  the  bocaniers,  (bneai 

^unt  thereof,  and  its  inhabitants,  ii.  a  7* 
Z 
Zanblas,  iflands  £6  called,  their  fituation,  with  the  habit  of  (ki 

Indians  therein^  And  beauty  of  their  women,  1. 155* 
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